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Local man
sentenced
for death
of unborn
child

HOLYOKE — Hampden
District Attorney Anthony D.
Gulluni has announced that
John Luis Sanchez, 33, of
Holyoke was sentenced on
Sept. 17, following his con-
viction on charges stemming
from an October 2023 shoot-
ing in Holyoke that result-
ed in the death of an unborn
child.

On Sept. 10 a Hampden
County jury found Sanchez
guilty of Involuntary
Manslaughter, Illegal
Carrying of a Firearm, and
Illegal Carrying of a Loaded
Firearm.

Sanchez was sen-
tenced to 18 to 20 years in
state prison for Involuntary
Manslaughter and four to
five years in state prison
for Illegal Possession of a
Firearm, to be served concur-
rently. He was also sentenced
to two and a half years in
the House of Correction for
Unlawful Possession of a
Loaded Firearm, to be served
on and after the sentence
for Illegal Possession of a
Firearm.

The charges stem from
an October 4, 2023, shoot-
ing on Sargeant Street in
Holyoke. Evidence presented
at trial showed that Sanchez
and Alejandro Ramos, 25, of
Holyoke, were waiting out-
side a market for Kermith
Alvarez-Vargas, 31, of
Holyoke. When Alvarez-
Vargas exited the market,
Sanchez attacked him with a
firearm. Alvarez-Vargas, who
was also armed, responded,
and gunfire was exchanged
among the three men.

During the exchange
of gunfire, a stray round
struck a passing PVTA bus
and hit Saszkiana “Selena”
Santana, 32, of Holyoke,
who was approximately eight
months pregnant at the time.
The gunshot resulted in the
death of her unborn son, who
was posthumously named
Ezekiel.

At Sanchez’s sentenc-
ing, Santana delivered a
victim impact statement
describing the lasting impact
of the shooting and the loss
of her son.

See DEATH, page 10

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE -
Cambridge Econometics
recently completed a study
commissioned by the St.

Patrick’s Committee of

Holyoke.

The study was to gauge
the impact of the activities
related regionally to St.
Patrick’s Day, culminated
by the Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Day Road Race and the St.
Patrick’s Parade, held on
the weekend usually nearest
March 17.

The study showed the
activities generated almost
$40 million in total econom-
ic output across Hampden
and Hampshire Counties. It
also helped support 275 jobs,
$10.6 million in local wages,
and $20.5 million in value
added.

According to a press
release by the St. Patrick’s
Committee, the study pro-
vides a comprehensive anal-
ysis of the economic con-
tribution of the region’s St.
Patrick’s celebrations. The
analysis builds on a previ-
ous economic impact study
conducted by the UMass
Donahue Institute and
uses visitor survey data,
Committee expenditures,
business case studies and
Cambridge Econometrics’
REACT input-output model
to measure both the overall

economic contribution of
the events and the portion of

activity that represents new
economic activity for the
region.

The study estimates
that visitors to the Parade
and Road Race spend

more than $23.2 million in
the region, while region-
al St. Patrick’s committees
contribute approximately
$470,000 in annual spending
in Hampden and Hampshire
Counties. Together, these
activities generate approx-
imately $23.7 million
in direct spending in the
two-county region. After
accounting for spending that
likely would have occurred
in the region regardless of
the events, Cambridge
Econometrics estimates that
the celebrations generate a
$23.4 million net economic
impact in new sales, support-
ing 166 jobs, $6.5 million in
wages and $12.5 million in
value added.

Ann Ormsbee said
the firm, which is based in
Western Massachusetts, was
the culmination of a lot of
data collection.

“As a Western
Massachusetts-based firm,

See STUDY, page 6
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District Attorney’s Office to assist Dean Tech students

HOLYOKE - The
Hampden District Attorney’s
Office and Holyoke Public
Schools have partnered on
a new educational initiative
that provides forfeited vehi-
cles for high school students
to work on in support of
their hands-on learning.

The Hampden District

Attorney’s Office created the
FUEL program (Forfeiture
Used for Educational
Learning) so that vehicles
forfeited through criminal
proceedings and no longer
needed for law enforcement
purposes can be transferred
to educational partners.
Holyoke Public Schools is

the first partner to receive
cars under the program.

For Dean Tech stu-
dents, this means there are
13 donated vehicles now on
school grounds that they can
begin working on soon. In
prior years, Dean students
had just a small number of
vehicles to work on—and

some of those were delib-
erately damaged multiple
times just so students could
continue to practice their
skills.

Thanks to the FUEL
program, they now have
access to a wide range of
vehicles in varying condi-
tions to work on this year.

Submitted photo

File photos

The various activities on St.
Patrick’s weekend generates
millions of dollars for the
local economy. The festivities
conclude with the St. Patrick’s
Day Parade held in Holyoke.
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City
Council
approves
grant

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke City Council
approved the Massachusetts
Gaming Committee
Mitigation Grant for
$75,000 at their Sept. 15
meeting.

The plan is for this
grant to be used to improve
the lighting in the historic
district of Holyoke and for
the funding to go towards
more murals in the city.

City Councilor Michael
Sullivan raised concerns
about the planned usage of
this grant.

“I question at this point
in Holyoke’s evolution
to be spending it on more
murals and lighting with all
of the other problems we
have which are affecting the
vibrancy of the city as well”
he said. “I think there are
other uses for a mitigation
grant of this type that we
should be thinking about.”

Other city councilors
disagreed. They felt that
the planned use of the grant
would have a significant
positive impact on the city.

“Lighting is a public
safety preventative measure
and murals are awesome,
they bring vitality, vibrance
and cultural relevance to
the city,” Councilor Anne
Thalheimer said. “These are
all things that I think are
vital.”

Councilor Juan
Anderson-Burgos referenced
a recent mural that went up
in Holyoke, which portrays
La Borinquefia, a Puerto-
Rican superhero team.

“The mural that went
up this Saturday means a
lot to me and if it wasn’t for
this grant, that mural would
not have gone up,” he said.
“That mural represents this
community.”

The mural was put up
by Commonwealth Murals,
which is a non-profit organi-

See GRANT, page 10

Citizens advocate for
Clean Slate, TOPA resolutions

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
citizens came before the
city council to ask they
vote in support of the
Clean Slate and Tenant
Opportunity to Purchase
Act resolutions.

The Clean Slate res-
olution will support the
automatic sealing of crim-
inal records as soon as a
person becomes eligible for
the process.

The goal of this is to
support those who were
imprisoned and are work-
ing to fully reintegrate into
general society.

“Past mistakes should
not affect people’s ability
to work or where they can
live,” Ashley Morales said.

Those who came for-
ward during citizen speak
stated that Holyoke cit-
izens who are working
hard to move on from their
mistakes should not con-
tinue to be punished for

them when they have done
everything right.

Morales shared how
after her husband was
released he struggled for
months to find employ-
ment, putting her family in
economic jeopardy.

The goal of this reso-
lution would be to prevent
these kinds of struggles.

“0Old criminal records
should not become a bar-
rier that follows someone
for years,” Christian Carde-
Guzman said.

Caitlin Moran also
emphasized that this would
be particularly impactful
for people who had been
incarcerated as minors and
tried as adults.

Moran felt minors
tried as adults should not
continue to struggle due to
mistakes they made while
young.

Overall, commu-
nity members felt that
Massachusetts was due to

See CITIZENS, page 10
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City launches mini-grant program for open space

HOLYOKE - The
City of Holyoke is pleased
to announce the launch of
the MVP 2.0 Open Space
Activation Mini-Grant
Program, a new funding
opportunity made possible
through the City’s Municipal
Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) 2.0 grant award.

The mini-grant program
invites community-based
nonprofit organizations and
their fiscal sponsors to apply
for funding to design and
implement creative, commu-

nity-centered projects that
increase meaningful and sus-
tainable use of open spaces
in Holyoke’s Environmental
Justice neighborhoods.

Open space activa-
tion projects may include,
but are not limited to, com-
munity programming and
events, physical improve-
ments, cultural installations,
community engagement ini-
tiatives, and other activities
that bring residents togeth-
er and breathe new life into
underutilized open spaces.

This funding opportu-
nity is being made available
as the result of Holyoke’s
Municipal Vulnerability 2.0
(MVP 2.0) planning process,
funded by the MA Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs. Through interviews,
focus groups, and surveys
that gathered input from over
250 residents representing
the populations most vulner-
able to the impacts of climate
change, the city established
a set of resilience priorities
that will guide Holyoke’s

Department of Conservation
and Sustainability for years
to come.

The outreach was con-
ducted largely by five com-
munity liaisons who made
up part of the MVP 2.0 Core
Team, and who significantly
shaped this mini grant oppor-
tunity to address all eight of
the resilience priorities iden-
tified.

A total of $40,000 is
available through this pro-
gram, which will be distribut-
ed through an indeterminate

number of awards of up to
$9,999 each. Awards are one-
time grants for projects to be
implemented between Dec.
1, 2026 and June 30, 2027.
Through this program,
the City is seeking partners
with demonstrated experi-
ence actively collaborating
with Environmental Justice
communities in Holyoke
and a commitment to creat-
ing welcoming, accessible,
and sustainable opportunities
for community members to
connect with and enjoy local

open spaces.

Completed applica-
tions must be submitted
by: Friday, Oct. 9 at 5 p.m.
Application materials, eligi-
bility requirements, funding
guidelines, and submission
instructions are available
in the MVP2 Open Space
Activation Application &
Funding Guidelines docu-
ment at:

https://www.holyoke.
org/mvp-2-0-open-space-
activation-mini-grant-
program/.
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President George Timmons and members of the HCC Board of Trustees get ready to cut a cake
marking the college’s 80th anniversary. From left to right: Estefany Duron Mejia, Student Government
Association president; Trustee Aaron Vega; Trustee Patricia Samra; President George Timmons; and
Vanessa Smith, chair of the Board of Trustees.

HCC marks 80th anniversary

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College marked
its 80th anniversary earlier
this month with a cake-cut-
ting celebration during the
college’s annual Welcome
Back Barbecue.

On Sept. 9, 1946, the
Holyoke School Committee
voted to establish the
Holyoke Graduate School,
the first incarnation of what
is now HCC. Not quite to the
day, but on Sept. 16, 2026,
President George Timmons
and members of the HCC
Board of Trustees sliced up
and served an 80th anniver-
sary cake to students, fac-
ulty, and staff in the HCC
Courtyard.

“For eight decades, HCC
has been a place of oppor-
tunity, access, and transfor-
mation,” President Timmons
said. “We have welcomed
learners at every stage of
life, supported their aspira-

tions, and helped strength-
en the communities we
serve throughout western
Massachusetts and beyond.
In celebrating this anniver-
sary, we continue to honor
the vision of our founders,
the dedication of generations
of faculty and staff, and the
accomplishments of the many
students and alumni whose
lives have been shaped here.”

The anniversary coin-
cided with HCC’s annual
September barbecue welcom-
ing students back for the fall
semester and a new academ-
ic year. The 1946-1947 aca-
demic year was the college’s
first. Now 80, HCC is the
oldest community college in
Massachusetts.

The anniversary cake —
and platters full of anniversa-
ry cupcakes — were prepared
by the Koffee Kup Bakery in
Chicopee.

“We have representa-

tives from our whole com-
munity here today, includ-
ing trustees, administrators,
staff, and, most importantly,
our students,” said Vanessa
Smith, chair of the HCC
board of trustees. “After all
these years, HCC continues
to thrive because of the com-
munity that we are and the
community that supports us.”

Classes at Holyoke
Graduate School were ini-
tially conducted in the eve-
nings at the old Holyoke
High School on Sargeant
Street. The name was
changed to Holyoke Junior
College in 1947 and to
Holyoke Community College
in 1964 when it joined the
Massachusetts community
college system.

In 1968, a fire destroyed
the main college building
downtown. HCC opened
at its present location on
Homestead Avenue in 1974.

Doors will ‘open’ in Holyoke once again

HOLYOKE - On
Saturday, Oct. 17, Doors
Open Holyoke will welcome
local residents and visitors
alike to a day filled with his-
tory, fun and exploration.

Now in its 6th
year, Doors Open
Holyoke gives the local com-
munity, history buffs and
curiosity seekers a unique,
behind-the-scenes perspec-
tive of the first planned
industrial city in the United
States. Modeled on similar
events that started taking
place in France in the early
1980°s as a way to inspire
more interest in places of his-
torical, cultural, and architec-
tural significance, the upstart

growing steadily every sea-
son.

Enjoy a special day
where all activities are
free and open to everyone.
Locations include tours
of Holyoke City Hall’s
Ballroom, Victory Theatre,
an Open House at Holyoke
Fire Department (High St
location), Wistariahurst
Museum, the Children’s
Museum, Merry-Go-Round
and the Volleyball Hall of
Fame. Though scheduled
activities take place between
10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, spe-
cific operating hours differ
across participating sites.
Please visit Explore Holyoke
for complete information.
Doors Open is free to attend

and is an all-ages function.

“For residents as well
as visitors, Doors Open is
an opportunity to discov-
er Holyoke’s hidden gems,”
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia said,
“and learn about our history,
and connect with the institu-
tions and places that shaped
our city.”

Doors Open Holyoke is
brought to you by the Office
of Planning and Economic
Development (OPED),
the Tourism Advisory
Committee and funded by
the MA Gaming Community
Mitigation Grant.

Please contact
Development Specialist
Heather Kies at kiesh@holy-
oke.org to learn more.

Beaudry joins Florence Bank as VP

FLORENCE - Florence
Bank is pleased to announce
it has hired a director of credit
and commercial operations,
and a commercial loan officer.

Liz Beaudry, of Holyoke,
has joined the bank as vice
president / director of credit
and commercial operations,
while Wayne Webster, of
Hartford, Connecticut, has
been named vice president /
commercial loan officer.

Beaudry has 26 years of
banking experience, and prior
to joining Florence Bank, she
held the positions of senior
vice president chief credit
officer, vice president senior
credit officer, and portfolio
manager. She is skilled in
leadership, team collabora-
tion, adaptability, and prob-
lem-solving.

In her new role, Beaudry
will manage the Commercial
Credit Department and over-
see the Commercial Loan
Administration Department.
She will assist senior manage-

ment in the formu-
lation of loan pol-
icy, strategic plan-
ning, budgeting,
department struc-
ture, documenta-
tion, and maintain-
ing the integrity of
the loan portfolio.

Beaudry
holds a bachelor’s
degree in business
from Bay Path University,
Longmeadow. She is a youth
soccer coach and has also
been named a 40 Under 40 by
BusinessWest.

Webster has 30 years of
banking experience, includ-
ing 23 years specializing in
commercial lending, commer-
cial real estate finance, and
credit risk management. He is
skilled in building and man-
aging high-performing loan
portfolios, structuring com-
plex financing solutions, and
driving sustained revenue
growth across diverse market
cycles.

Liz Beaudry

In his role,
Webster will
develop, manage
and deepen client
relationships while
supporting the
bank’s strategic
growth goals.

Webster
holds a bachelor’s
degree in English
from University
of Hartford, Connecticut.
He serves on the Board for
Bay Path University, Faith
Tabernacle, and Horace Smith
Fund.

President and CEO Matt
Garrity is pleased to welcome
the bank’s newest team mem-
bers. “Liz and Wayne come to
us with a wealth of experience
in banking. Their prior expe-
rience and exceptional skill-
sets will be valuable additions
to our commercial lending
team, helping us strengthen
commercial relationships and
effectively managing loans for
our customers,” said Garrity.

OneHolyoke to

HOLYOKE -
OneHolyoke CDC has part-
nered with the Holyoke
Community Preservation
Act Committee (CPA), The
Miracle League of Western
Massachusetts and Holyoke
Parks and Recreation to
host a free, family-friendly
Movie in the Park Night on
Saturday, Sept. 26 at 7 p.m.
at Kennedy Park, 84 Lincoln
Street, Holyoke.

Please note: In the event
of inclement weather, orga-
nizers will postpone this
event to a later date.

The family-friendly
event will feature an out-
door screening of the ani-

host free Family Movie Night

mated comedy, “Hotel
Transylvania,” beginning at 7
p-m., and admission, snacks
and drinks are all free.
Families are encouraged to
arrive early and bring blan-
kets or lawn chairs for seat-
ing on the grass.

According to the part-
nering organizations, the
event aims to be “an inclu-
sive, welcoming night that
brings neighbors of all ages
and abilities together in one
of the city’s signature public
spaces.” The Miracle League
Playground at Kennedy Park
was completed in 2024 with
funding from the Holyoke
CPA and private donors. The

playground is fully accessi-
ble by wheelchair and has
attracted families from all
over the region.

OneHolyoke CDC is the
only certified Community
Development Corporation
based in the City of
Holyoke. Founded in 1971,
OneHolyoke CDC has cre-
ated over 160 new homes
in the Flats, Churchill and
South Holyoke neighbor-
hoods, rehabilitated hun-
dreds of apartments and
provided thousands of
home improvement grants
to homeowners through the
Neighborhood Improvement
Program.

Skeletal Secrets with the Skinner Specters Tour

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
delighted to bring back one of
our most beloved and fright-
fully fantastic tours of the
year: Skeletal Secrets with
the Skinner Specters on Oct.
23 at 5:30 p.m. Join a ghost-
ly guide as former residents
of this historic house mani-
fest to speak of eerie events
and strange happenings that
occurred during their mortal
lives. Wistariahurst’s vol-
unteers portray the Skinner
family and their servants in
this immersive character tour.
Their ghostly performanc-

es will reveal dark tales of
death, loss, and the spirits
that are said to still roam the
museum’s halls.

This unique character
tour of Wistariahurst Museum
includes standing, walking,
and transitioning between
the first and second floors
using our Grand Staircase in
dim lighting. This tour may
include loud noises, chal-
lenging subjects, and possi-
ble jump scares. Parents are
advised to consider these
factors before purchasing
tickets. If any guest has a
question about accessibility

- AL A N e

and how to fully enjoy this
immersive tour, email info@
wistariahurst.org or call
(413)322-5660.

Join us for a memorable
journey through the ghast-
ly tales of Wistariahurst.
Venture into where history
intersects with the super-
natural this fall with general
admission tickets selling at
$18. Museum Members can
use their discount for $15
tickets. Our specialized char-
acter tours are beloved by our
community and sell fast, so
make sure you secure your
tickets before they are gone.
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Trailer Trash performs benefit
concert for Harmony House

CHICOPEE - The pop-
ular local band Trailer Trash
is performing a concert to
benefit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts,
a nonprofit home provid-
ing compassionate end-
of-life care and compan-
ionship to hospice patients
in need. The concert will
be on Friday, Nov. 6 at the
Portuguese American Club
located at 149 Exchange
Street in Chicopee. Tickets
can be purchased in advance
online for $20 or at the door
for $25. Doors open at 6:15
p-m., with the concert com-
mencing at 7 p.m. Known

for their high-energy perfor-
mances, Trailer Trash will
bring their modern country
sound to the stage for an eve-
ning of music and dancing
while raising funds to sus-
tain the work of Harmony
House. The event will also
include raffles, food for pur-
chase from Pizza Lino with
a portion of proceeds being
donated to Harmony House,
and a cash bar.

The event is supported
by local sponsors, includ-
ing headlining sponsor
Yankee Home. Additional
sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at www.

HarmonyHouseWMA .org/
trailertrashconcert or by
emailing development@
HarmonyHouseWMA .org.

Community members
can also get involved with
Harmony House by vol-
unteering. If you might be
interested in providing care
and companionship to our
residents, organizing spe-
cial projects to engage
our residents, or support-
ing our fundraising efforts,
please email admin@
HarmonyHouseWMA.org.
To learn more, please visit
www.HarmonyHouse WMA.
org.

Darkened

H OLY O K E
— Wistariahurst Museum is
delighted to welcome guests
for our Darkened Hallways
Tours this fall. Guests will
be immersed in an evening
of spine-tingling discovery
and feel the lingering energy
of past inhabitants and work-
ers who once occupied the
museum’s haunted halls. Our
docent “ghost host” will lead
visitors through the home by
candlelight and will uncover
stories of the Skinner fam-
ily, the tragedy that moved
their home and business to
Holyoke, and other chilling

Hallways

tales from the mansion’s his-
tory.

“These tours are a per-
fect opportunity to get to
know the museum after
dark,” Megan Seiler, Museum
Director, comments.

This exclusive guid-
ed tour of Wistariahurst
Museum includes standing,
walking, and transitioning
between the first and sec-
ond floors using our Grand
Staircase in dim lighting.
If you are interested in our
Darkened Hallways Tours
and have any questions about
accessibility, please reach out

returning

to us at info@wistariahurst.
org. This is a rare opportunity
to experience a guided tour in
the bewitching hours of the
night.

Join us for an unforgetta-
ble exploration of the super-
natural side of Wistariahurst.
Unlock the secrets, embrace
the mystery, and dare to tread
where history meets the para-
normal. Secure your spot
for an evening that promises
intrigue and spine-tingling
excitement, these tickets sell
fast so grab yours now! An
additional tour may be added
if the first tour sells out.

Hibernians holding charity food drive

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties, in
partnership with the Polish
National Credit Union, are
conducting a food drive
September-December 1for
Providence Ministries.

The drop-off location is
Rush Insurance [previous-
ly PNCU Insurance] at 270
Westfield Rd. in Holyoke.

The Food Bank of
Western Massachusetts
estimated that approxi-
mately 61,000 people are
food insecure in Western
Massachusetts. Providence
Ministries needs food sup-
plies as the winter months
approaches. Suggested
drop-off items include Chef
Boyardee, pasta, mac and
cheese, tuna, soup, rice baked

beans, and cereal.

In addition to the food
drive efforts, every six
weeks the Ladies Order of
Hibernians and the Holy
Cross Cursillo Group of
Springfield make sandwiches
for Kate’s Kitchen.

Anyone interested in
supporting the sandwich pro-
gram, may call Rosalie Pratt
at 413-532-1677.

Wistariahurst set to host cemetery tours

HOLYOKE - Step
past the cemetery gates and
peer behind the veil with
Wistariahurst Museum as
our volunteers channel the
spirits of Holyoke’s ances-
tors, leading you through
the meandering paths
of Forestdale Cemetery.
Established in 1860,
Forestdale Cemetery is a
serene yet beautiful land-
scape and the final resting
place for many of Holyoke’s
founding families, poli-
ticians, and other notables
who helped breathe life into
the city. Guests will walk
amongst the monuments,
markers, crypts, and crosses
to discover the mystique of
Holyoke’s vibrant heritage.

The tours will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 10 with
tours starting at 3 and 3:20
p.m. More time slots may
open as tours fill up.

This tour will lead
guests throughout the upper,
paved level of the cemetery.
A knowledgeable guide will
share the meanings behind
grave markers’ iconogra-
phy and will lead guests to
the graves of notable fig-
ures in Holyoke history.
Witariahurst volunteers por-
traying these historical fig-
ures will share information
about their lives and deaths.

Cemetery Tours at
Forestdale Cemetery
include walking and stand-
ing on cement and gravel

walkways, with tours last-
ing around forty-five min-
utes to one hour. To fully
enjoy this tour, we ask that
guests wear comfortable
shoes and weather-appropri-
ate clothing. In the event of
rain, the tours will be can-
celed, refunded, and not
rescheduled. Wistariahurst
Museum’s Cemetery Tours
blend history, concepts of
the afterlife, and local con-
nections to create an unfor-
gettable outing.

Tickets for this delight-
fully spooky and educational
tour sell fast, so make sure to
purchase your tickets before
they’re gone. Additional time
slots may be available if the
current time slots sell out.

In The News ¢
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A lottery program is being offered for newly renovated apartments.

Applications are being accepted through Oct. 26.

Submitted photos

OneHolyoke opens lottery applications
for eight newly renovated apartments

HOLYOKE -
OneHolyoke CDC is
accepting applications for a
lottery for the Crafts Block
Apartments, eight new-
ly-renovated units locat-
ed at 145 High Street in
Downtown Holyoke. The
historic mixed-use proper-
ty features eight one- and
two-bedroom units on the
second and third floors of
the building, with retail
space on the ground level.

Lottery applicants will
be assigned a unique num-
ber, to be drawn on Oct.
26. Each successful lottery
applicant whose number is
drawn will then receive a
rental application following
the lottery drawing.

The Crafts Block
building consists of four
one-bedroom and four
two-bedroom units, and
are affordable apartments
for households earning at
or below 80% of the Area
Median Income (AMI),
adjusted for family size.
One-bedroom units range

St. Paul’s fall festival Sept. 26

HOLYOKE - St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 485
Appleton Street, Holyoke
will hold their fall fes-
tival on Saturday, Sept.
26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
the Parish Hall.

There will be something
for everyone: Gift basket

ADVOCACY
[wyz,oma

©

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

raffles, 50/50 raffle, ven-
dors, plants, bake sale, and
a Cafe’. Free ample parking
is located behind the church
and all are welcome.

For more information,
please call Trudy Monson at
413-335-1145 or the Church
Office at 413-532-5060.

e

s ) COURSES

4]
i = e

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

Support for patients and families.
Training for professional patient advocates.
Expert guidance and consulting.

LEARN MORE

www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

o CONSULTING

diGS from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com

45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

NEPAC

New England Patient Advocacy Conference

NEPAC 2026

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

REGISTER TODAY
www.patientadvocacyconference.com

from 620-786 square feet
and cost $1,384 per month;
and two-bedroom units
are 875-975 square feet,
and are $1,734 per month.
More detailed information
is available on the lottery
application.

Online and download-
able applications are avail-
able online at OneHolyoke.
org/the-crafts-block or
at OneHolyoke CDC, 70
Lyman Street, Holyoke.
Applications are due on
October 26 and can be sub-
mitted via the online form;
dropped off or mailed to
OneHolyoke’s offices at
70 Lyman Street, Holyoke,
MA 01040, or emailed to
georgianna.brown@one-
holyoke.org.

The Crafts Block units
feature ultra high efficient
heating and cooling sys-
tems; a washer and dryer
in each unit; hardwood
floors, slate tiles and large
windows. The property is
situated in a walkable and
transit-friendly area with

access to local dining and
entertainment. Access to the
apartments is only available
by stairs; there is no eleva-
tor in the building.
OneHolyoke CDC is
managing the lottery pro-
cess on behalf of Crafts
Block, LLC, who owns
the property, and Urbanist
Development, property
developer. The Crafts Block
project is made possible
by funding from TruNorth
Bank and MassHousing.
OneHolyoke CDC
is the only certified
Community Development
Corporation based in the
City of Holyoke. Founded
in 1971, OneHolyoke
CDC has created over
160 new homes in the
Flats, Churchill and
South Holyoke neigh-
borhoods, rehabilitated
hundreds of apartments
and provided thousands
of home improvement
grants to homeowners
through the Neighborhood
Improvement Program.

o)
Ge onovan's

Irish Pub donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

o
80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke%1
413-543-0791

Saturday, | Tuesday, | Friday,

Sept. 26 | Sept. 29 Oct. 2

The Corner | Musical Eagle
Boys Bingo Eyes
6-9pm 6:30-8:30pm 6-9pm

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

I’m eevaluating

my retirement plan;
what are my options?

Dear Rusty:

I am 69 172 years old
now and applied for Social
Security at the end of June.

I am still working and
was planning to begin my
retirement in September. A
couple of factors arose for
me to question if I made a
hasty decision by applying
for SS.

The employer I have
been working for the last
29 years has asked if I
would stay on a little lon-
ger, which would be good
because we have some
debt I want to lose before
[ retire.

I was reading about
suspending Social Security
and continuing to work. If
I understand it right, if 1
suspend my SS, no payback
will be required, and I can
continue to work until I'm
ready to retire. No spousal
benefits taken yet.

Signed: Reevaluating my
Retirement

Dear Reevaluating
Retirement:

I’m assuming you
asked for your Socal
Security benefits to start in
September (when you orig-
inally planned to retire), but
that you won’t be 70 years
old until March 2027.

If that is correct, be
aware that you will not
immediately get all of your
earned Delayed Retirement
Credits when your benefits
start in September — you
will only initially get the
DRCs you have earned
through the end of 2025.

That’s because Social
Security usually applies
DRCs in January of each
year. So, what will happen
is that your September ben-
efit amount will lack the
5.3% DRCs you earned in
2026, until January 2027
when they will apply the
DRCs earned in 2026 to
your monthly payment
amount.

Said simply, your ini-
tial September benefit will
not include your full age
69.5 entitlement because
it won’t include the 5.3%
extra you earned in 2026.
That extra monthly amount
will be awarded in January
2027.

FYI, if you were to,
instead, claim for your
SS benefits to start in the
month you turn 70 (March
2027), you would get your
full age 70 amount imme-
diately (SS awards all
earned DRCs if benefits
are claimed to start in the
month you turn 70).

Now, on to your ques-
tion: Yes, if you take your
benefits effective with
September 2026 you can
suspend your benefits, but
you can only suspend them
until the month you turn
70. And if you are suspend-
ing your benefits, you will
not need to repay Social
Security for any bene-
fits you happen to receive

before you suspend.

As is obvious, you will
not receive any SS pay-
ments while your benefits
are suspended, and you will
earn DRCs for the months
your benefits are suspend-
ed, resulting in a higher
monthly amount at age
70. Also, since you have
already passed your SS
Full Retirement Age, you
can work and earn as much
as you like, without your
Social Security benefits
being negatively affected.

Regarding your com-
ment “No Spousal benefits
taken yet.” FYI, you cannot
get spousal benefits while
your benefits are suspend-
ed, nor can your wife get
spousal benefits from you
while you SS retirement
benefits are suspended.

To be clear, spouse
benefits are only paid when
one spouse’s benefit at their
FRA is less than 50% of
the other spouse’s FRA
benefit. Spouse benefits are
always based upon FRA
entitlements, not on the
larger amounts which will
result from waiting longer
to claim.

In other words, your
wife would only be eligible
for a spousal benefit from
you if her FRA entitlement
was less than 50% of your
FRA entitlement (not your
age 70 SS entitlement).
And she cannot get a spou-
sal benefit while your bene-
fits are suspended.

To recap: Yes, you can
suspend receipt of your SS
retirement benefits until the
month you turn 70 and get
credit for that delay (result-
ing in a higher benefit).
And, yes, you can contin-
ue working as long as you
wish and your benefits will
not be negatively affected.

And just for added
information, you can also
ask Social Security to with-
draw your current appli-
cation for SS benefits and
then reapply in January
2027 for your benefits to
start in March 2027, the
month you turn 70. You
have both options.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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Raised beds? Why not! ]

am having a hard time
thinking of something to
write about.

As I scan my mind of all
the seasonal gardening top-
ics, I come up blank. Winter
squash? Done it. Mums?
Ditto. Seed saving. Yup.

So, on this rainy Sunday,
I give you all the luck of the
draw. I will grab a gardening
book off of my shelf, twirl the
pages, and where my finger
lands, I will expound on the
subject. It may not be autum-
nal, but it will be interesting,
I guarantee that.

Here we go...

The book I grabbed
from the shelf was “The
Dirt Cheap Green Thumb,”
by Rhonda Massingham
Hart. My finger landed on
page 189, with the heading
“Raise Your Beds, Not Your
Expenses.”

I have some experience
with raised beds. In my home
garden I have four rock-
edged beds. Prior to that I had
beds edged in pine slabs.

Ihave to say that today I

1
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My friend
uses hemlock
edged beds and is happy with
them. I envy how neat and
orderly they are. Another
friend is using galvanized
metal beds this year. They
seem to be all the rage.

Her tomatoes and pep-
pers continue to produce like
gangbusters even late in the
season. She has just gotten
back into gardening after
a two year hiatus and I am
proud of her and happy she
has been so successful.

Let’s begin our chat with
some of the advantages of
raised bed gardening.

The first one that comes
to mind is that you can be

BACKYAR
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Roberta Mcluaia

selective about the soil you
fill it with. I’ve enjoyed using
the Coast of Maine Raised
Bed Mix.

Blending loam and aged
manure or compost at a 2
to 1 ratio is another option.
Additionally, raised beds
make it easy to concentrate
fertilizers where they are
needed.

In large garden plots we
often broadcast fertilizers and
other amendments through-
out the bed. Some inevitably
gets wasted in walkways or
around hills of plants.

Raised beds can be con-
structed to suit your needs.

See GARDEN, page 5
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omeone reported
Shearing as sandhill

crane calling in New
Braintree, but did not see it.
Recently, someone saw a pair
of sandhill cranes in a field
on Pleasant Street in Barre.
The cranes stayed about a
week and then left.

Sandhill Cranes are

Sandhill crane

large birds that live in open
habitats, so they’re fairly
easy to spot. They are gray
overall, have red foreheads,
white cheeks, a long dark
bill and dark legs.

Immature birds have
reddish-brown upper parts
and gray underparts and
lack the red foreheads. This

makes it easy to pick out the
parents from the youngsters
even when they are the same
height.

Sandhill cranes make a
loud trumpeting call that can
be heard for long distances.
They are mainly herbivores,
but feed on other foods
depending on availability.
They will feed on berries,
small mammals, insects,
snails, reptiles and amphib-
ians.

These cranes raise one
brood per year. The female
lays one to three brownish
eggs. Both sexes build the
nest using plant material and
both incubate and feed the
young.

In summer cranes are
often seen in small bogs,
marshes and prairies across
northern North America
and the southeastern United
States. In winter they form
immense flocks in plac-
es like Bosque del Apache,
New Mexico and Anahuac
National Wildlife Refuge,
Texas.

Sandhill crane’s call is
a loud, rolling, trumpeting
sound whose unique tone is
a product of anatomy. They
have long tracheas that coil
into the sternum and help the
sound develop a lower pitch
and harmonics that add rich-
ness.

Sandhill cranes are also

See BIRDS, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the Serving the ciy since 1995
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We Want to
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EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli
thesun@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun
is published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@
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Turley®

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be

WEB
sun.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

| etters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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Spotlighting the kindness of Dr. Roland and Claire Stebbins

here are so many won-

I derful things about this

couple, Dr. Roland and
Claire Stebbins.

They both have jovial
personalities with him joking
that after celebrating 69 years
of marriage this past May,
they still liked each other and
even enjoy doing nothing
together!

They’ve lived very full
and productive lives, he as a
Pediatrician and she as a Lab
Technician.

That is of course besides
raising three sons and a
daughter. Their four children
have blessed them with nine
grandchildren and Roland
kidded, the family’s grow-
ing with 11 and three quar-
ters great-grandchildren, the
newest addition arriving in
November.

Claire also worked
at Holyoke Hospital; her
expertise was with pediatric
patients and was often called
to draw a baby’s blood. She
explained that Roland has
what’s referred to as “rolling
veins” which can be difficult
to draw blood from.

She chuckled saying

when they went for their
blood tests to get married,
she offered to take his blood,
being a professional. The
“rolling veins” threw her a
curve so had to have the spe-
cialist do it after all, but has
since become an expert.

After raising their four
children, Claire went back
to Holyoke Hospital but as a
volunteer in their gift shop.

Her eyes lit up as she
explained how much she
enjoyed doing that. It entailed
not only helping the store
customers but also visiting
patient rooms.

Roland and Claire lived
pretty sparsely in the begin-
ning as she became pregnant
when he was still in medical
school. Luckily, she enjoyed
cooking which helped with
costs, boasting that she made
a delicious spaghetti sauce.

Roland shared some of
his experiences, one being
his first disastrous speaking
engagement at Mt. Marie in
Holyoke.

They were supposed to
supply the movie with him
answering questions after the
viewing. He got there, they

thought he was bringing the
movie so instead, after giving
a 10-minute lesson to a totally
nonengaged audience, he had
one of the nuns ask him some
prepared questions which still
brought no participation.

He considered this his
worst teaching moment.

Two other pediatricians
joined Roland when creating
the Holyoke Pediatrics prac-
tice. Every three weeks the
doctors volunteered at the
“Milk Station” in Holyoke’s
most needy community.

He reminisced fondly
about the dedication of all
the nurses and staff, making
sure the children and fami-
lies were helped with not only
their medical necessities, but
offered help wherever need-
ed. Their practice wound up
with four doctors, but now has
about a dozen

Roland was also involved
with the Western New
England Golden Gloves box-
ing tournaments by volunteer-
ing with prefight exams and
sometimes staying during the
fights as there always had to
be a physician present. Most
boxers he passed through

but remembered one young
man devasted when he had to
reject him due to a ruptured
ear drum and didn’t want to
take the chance of further
injury.

In order to play high
school sports, students needed
a yearly physical exam prior
to participating. Needless to
say, the coaches were very
appreciative as they had two
pediatricians from his practice
doing free exams for three
nights so the kids who didn’t
have a regular doctor could
still play.

Roland accepted a vol-
unteer position and served
for 15 years on the Holyoke
Board of Heath along with
other medical professionals.
He said here he learned more
about public health than he
had in medical school. His
working years were when
house calls happened and
there were no cell phones,
so had to find a landline for
all communication. When on
call for the Emergency Room,
with no modern technology,
you just always had to show
up.

Both Roland and Claire

were co-chairs along with
Jim and Rosalie Hobert for
Holyoke’s 200th anniversary
festivities.

Laughingly Roland said
he really only did about 10%
of the work, that it was real-
ly Claire who was on the
committee to organize five
different venues at various
locations throughout the city
that included excellent food,
ballroom dances and fun for
all. He revealed they agreed
no drinking otherwise by the
fifth site they wouldn’t be
standing!

Roland shared when he
started his practice, an Irish
couple came in with the baby
who had meningitis. It was
touch and go, then several
months later they brought in
the healthy baby along with a
treasured authentic Irish stein
as a thank you.

In The News ¢

Random Acts ojf

y

By Barb Turcotte

He fondly reminisced
while vacationing in Jamica,
they stopped by a Catholic
Church unknowingly that it
was a children’s communion
service. They were so excited
to witness this, giving each
child a congratulatory dollar
bill and described how much
fun it was to watch them gig-
gle with acceptance.

I would have loved to
have him as my son’s pedi-
atrician, how about you or
maybe he was yours!

If you’d like to share a
Random Act of Kindness story
or if this one has touched you,
please contact me at bdt514@
aol.com or 413-575-9385.
Who knows, you might see
your story, “just ‘cause” you
witnessed, you did or were
the recipient of a kind gesture.
See you soon with another
Random Act of Kindness.

GARDEN, from page 4

I wanted to be able to reach
into the middle of my beds
from either side, so they are
about four feet wide.

Some gardeners con-
struct them 36 inches wide so
there is less of a stretch.

In my four beds, I have
a pretty good crop rotation
system going. Each crop does
a slide to the next bed each
year. That way it is four years
before onions are grown in
the same space.

Another interesting thing
I have set up is that onions,
for example, follow melons
in my rotation. I grow the
melons on black plastic. All
season long the black plastic
is limiting weeds from germi-
nating, so that hopefully next
year, the onions, who hate
weeds, will see less weed
pressure.

Raised beds warm up
quicker in the spring, and
stay warmer later into the fall.
Sometimes the edging materi-
al helps with that.

My rock beds, for exam-
ple, hold heat. So does the
metal to some degree.

In mid spring, prior to
the frost-free date, raised
beds can be easily fitted
with hoops on which plas-
tic or polyester row covers
can be draped to offer even

Submitted Photo by Dawn Rudnansky

BIRDS, from page 4

known for their dancing
skills. Courting cranes stretch
their wings, pump their
heads, bow, and leap into the
air in a graceful and energetic
dance.

Many years ago, a Barre
resident saw a pair dancing
in a field. He said it was a
“sight to behold.”

Although some start
breeding at two years of
age, Sandhill cranes may
reach the age of seven before
breeding. They mate for life,
which can mean two decades
or more and stay with their
mates year-round. Juveniles
stick close by their parents
for nine or ten months after
hatching.

Sandhill crane chicks
can leave the nest within 8
hours of hatching and are
even capable of swimming.

The oldest sandhill
crane on record was at least
37 years, 3 months old.
Originally banded in Florida
in 1982, it was found in
Wisconsin in 2019.

Scarcity of birds

I received an email from
a woman who lives on Lake
Lashaway.

She said, “Since Sunday,
Aug. 30, they had most days
without birds...any type,
large or small at our feed-
ers or just in the shrubs or
anywhere. All my neighbors
have noticed their feeders
are full too.” One neighbor
said he has seen a falcon.
She wonders if the falcon has
anything to do with the lack
of birds.

Several people at the
Oakham Senior Center
reported, they see only a few
birds and the feeders remain
full of seeds.

Massachusetts

Audubon sighting

This report to the
Massachusetts Audubon
Society supports the lack of
birds. Someone stated, “On
Sept. 11 we birded around
Hardwick and on Sept. 12 we
birded around Warren. Both
days were very poor for pas-
serine migration.” They also
stated, “On both days we
only saw 1 species of war-

bler: common yellowthroat.
In general, song birds were in
very low numbers and poor
variety. And we went to spots
that had proven good for
migrants in years past. We
really worked hard to turn up
migrant warblers, and it just
was not happening, at least
where we were.”
Migrating hawks

The Massachusetts
Audubon Society listed
migrating hawks spotted
on Friday, Sept. 11 at Mt.
Watatic in Ashburnham.
They included 3 osprey,
seven bald eagles, ten sharp-
shinned hawks, 131 broad-
winged hawks and one mer-
lin.

Canada geese

On Friday, Sept. 4, I saw
a large flock of over fifty
Canada geese in a field in
Spencer. On the same day,
I also saw a small flock of
wild turkeys and about six
Canada geese in field in
Barre.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

Send Us Your Photos!
TheSun@turley.com

more frost protection. They
can also be covered with the
black plastic I mentioned to
grow crops like melons or
peppers, who appreciate the
heat.

With raised beds you will
likely never need your roto-
tiller. Beds can effortlessly
be turned over by hand from
either side. Typically, unless
you walk all over them, the
soil in the raised beds stays
nice and friable, as well.

If T need to get into my
beds, say to separate crops,
sometimes I will position
a plank across the width of
the bed, and step on that to

disperse my weight, therefore
avoiding compaction. Plants
always grow better in loose
soil.

I almost forgot the obvi-
ous! Raised beds are easier to
work with. Beds are typically
a foot or so tall, sometimes a
bit taller.

Bring out a short stool to
the garden and you can com-
fortably sit and work in the
beds. No more long periods
of stooping or crouching.

Well, T hope you enjoyed
reading this luck of the draw
column as much as I did
writing it! And if you hav-
en’t gardened in a couple of

years, give raised beds a try
and maybe you will be as
fortunate as my friend, with
six foot tomato plants still
going strong at the end of
September!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Rev. Duy Le

Blessed Sacrament Parish

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org

CHURCH

1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION

Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Your

Community
Church

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

The Holyoke Sun e SEPTEMBER 25, 2026




» InThe News

Registration, volunteer signups open for Run Stanley 5K

WESTFIELD - Stanley
Park is excited to announce
that registration is now open
for the 14th Annual Run
Stanley 5K, taking place on
Sunday, October 4, 2026.
Participants and volunteers
can sign up online at https://
runsignup.com/Race/MA/
Westfield/RunStanley.

Run Stanley is a beloved

community tradition that
brings together runners,
walkers, families, students,
and their four-legged com-
panions for a morning of
fitness, fun, and support
for Stanley Park. The event
welcomes participants of all
ages and abilities through
a variety of race divisions,
including the 5K Trail Run/

Walk, K9 Division, 1-Mile
Stroll & Roll, and the
%-Mile Munchkin Run for
elementary school students.
Elementary schools
are also encouraged to par-
ticipate in the School Spirit
Challenge. The elemen-
tary school with the most
registered participants will
take home the coveted Run

Stanley School Spirit Trophy.

In addition to par-
ticipants, Stanley Park is
seeking volunteers to help
make the event a success.
Volunteers are needed for a
variety of roles, including
registration, course marshal-
ing, water stations, finish
line support, and event setup
and cleanup. Community

members, service groups,
students, and local organiza-
tions are encouraged to get
involved.

As a private nonprof-
it organization, Stanley
Park relies on the support
of events like Run Stanley
to help maintain its nearly
300 acres of gardens, trails,
wildlife sanctuary, and rec-

reational spaces, which
are enjoyed by more than
400,000 visitors annually.
The park remains free and
open to the public year-
round.

To register for the
race or sign up to volun-
teer, visit:https://runsignup.
com/Race/MA/Westfield/
RunStanley

S TUD K from page 1

Cambridge Econometrics is
particularly pleased to pro-
vide this updated, data-driven
analysis of the Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade, Road Race,
and related events, which have
long been important cultur-
al and economic assets for
our region,” said Ormsbee,
Managing Economist at
Cambridge Econometrics.
“Applying our REACT eco-
nomic impact model, the new
study quantifies the signifi-
cant economic activity gener-
ated by a tradition that contin-
ues to be an important driver
of visitation, local spending,
and regional economic vital-
ity.”

The study estimates that
the annual Parade attracts
approximately 350,000 spec-
tators, while the Road Race
draws approximately 56,000
participants and spectators,
including 6,000 runners. Of
the estimated Parade atten-
dance, approximately 88,000
visitors come from outside
Hampden and Hampshire
Counties, while the Road
Race attracts an additional
9,000 visitors from outside
the region.

Those visitors spend
money throughout the region,
benefiting businesses in food
and beverage, retail, trans-
portation, entertainment and
accommodations. Parade vis-
itors account for more than
$19 million in direct spend-
ing, while Road Race visitors
contribute nearly $4 million.

The study showed $2.3
million in tax revenue was
generated for the state, with
$86,000 in revenue generated
for the city.

Interestingly, the study
also shows that the value of
the work performed by more
than 200 volunteers is valued
at about $970,000.

[ '.

study.

The St. Patrick’s Committee recently shared results of an economic

The parade and road race, among other events, draws many people to Western Mass.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

27. It's a hot topic
these days
28. Folk band frontman

CLUES DOWN
1. Indian unit of mass
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one
20. Title of respect
23. Flowering trees

45. Ballplayer’s tool
46. Indicates near
47. Feet per second

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section
will run in your community newspapers.
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Morales tries to
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on defense.
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Goalie Rikendy Jean winds up to punt the ball away.

% Knights battle
“to pair of draws

HOLYOKE - After
suffering a pair of losses to
start the season, Holyoke
High School boys soccer
earned a pair of ties during
the past week. The Knights
tied Pathfinder last Tuesday
afternoon 1-1 in a very

Lyderson Albert goes for a
header.

physical battle. Last Friday
afternoon, the Knights trav-
eled to Smith Vocational in
Northampton and fought to a
2-2 tie. The Knights are back
in action on Monday, Sept.
28 at home against Ware at
4 p.m.

Patrick Smith 0’Connor tries to make a stop.

7

Isiah Frazer
makes a stop
and starts
up the field.

*turley.com

James Ezold tries to turn play around.

T-Birds
begin new
season

SPRINGFIELD
— On the heels of their
remarkable run to within
one game of the Eastern
Conference Finals, the
Springfield Thunderbirds
have reason to believe
the carryover effect from
their postseason success
is very real heading into
the 2026-27 campaign.

Here are five things
to watch at Opening
Night inside the
Thunderdome.

1: The Effect of
Steve Ott for a Full
Season. It is undeniable
the impact that Steve Ott
had on his team when he
arrived in mid-January. A
brand new leading voice
in a dressing room does
not always guarantee a
turnaround in a team’s
fortunes, but it was clear
that Ott’s confidence in

See T-BIRDS, page 9

Lavallee named first ‘Order of the KnightHawk’

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Public Schools
Athletic Hall of Fame
announced today that Tony
Lavallee, a Dean Technical
Class of 1996 graduate, has
been named the first recip-
ient of the “Order of the
KnightHawk™ Award.

Lavallee, a member of
the Golden Hawks wres-
tling team, will be honored
alongside the Hall of Fame
inductees on Saturday, Nov.
14, as part of the Induction
Celebration weekend.

The “Order of the
KnightHawk” was creat-
ed to recognize individuals
or teams whose singular
accomplishments were so
significant that they provid-
ed inspiration, helped open
doors or served as role mod-
els for so many who fol-
lowed. The perseverance and
dedication of Tony Lavallee
did just that.

Lavallee was a mem-
ber of the Dean Tech wres-
tling team for less than two
seasons. He tried to join
the team as a freshman and

sophomore but could
not get a doctor’s per-

mission. Permission
was initially with-
held again during his
junior year, but after
Lavallee’s continued
insistence and the sup-
port of his family, the
doctor relented.
Lavallee did not
win a match at Dean,
but he competed as a
junior and throughout
his senior year. What
is significant is that
Tony was born with cerebral
palsy and had a lack of gross
motor skills and strength in
his legs. His purpose in com-
peting was to prove a point
to himself and to those who
doubted him, and his actions
served as a tremendous
inspiration to the team and to
others with disabilities.
Lavallee also competed
in track and field events at
para meets against other ath-
letes with disabilities. But on
the wrestling mats, he was
given no quarter and asked
for none. He was a wres-

ATHLETIC

HALL OF FAME

tler, competing against other
wrestlers, and in doing so, he
proved that disabilities can
be overcome.

The annual Induction
Celebration Dinner will be
held Saturday, Nov. 14, at
Pic’s Pub & Restaurant in
Holyoke.

Lavallee will be
joined at the dinner by
the Induction Class of
2026, which includes Don
Genereux (Holyoke Trade
74), Jack Gilligan (HHS
’80), Nick Grass (HHS ’01),
Brigid McKenna (HHS ’01),
Tom Sleboda (HHS ’80),

HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS Debbie Sweeney DeVito

(HHS ’86), Coach Bill
Lawson (HHS swim-
ming), legends Alan
Hurlburt (HHS ’58) and
Ned O’Meara (HHS
’68), and the 1985 HHS
boys tennis and 1990
HHS football teams.
Former longtime HHS
band leader Tom Tisdell
will be inducted as a
contributor.

The Holyoke Public
Schools Athletic Hall
of Fame was created
in 2017 to acknowledge the
achievements of Holyoke’s
elite athletes, coaches,
teams, contributors and leg-
ends, and to recognize past
Holyoke athletic role mod-
els for future generations to
admire and emulate.

The Induction week-
end festivities will include
the inductees being intro-
duced during halftime cer-
emonies at Friday night’s
Holyoke football game, fol-
lowed by the annual Hall of
Fame Induction Banquet on
Saturday.

Girls start
out with
1-3 record

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke High School girls
soccer team is 1-3 to start the
regular season. The Knights
split their first two games,
losing to Easthampton, then
handily defeating Greenfield.

But the Knights lost big
to Hopkins Academy and
then against to Chicopee.

In their only win of
the season, an 8-2 triumph
over Greenfield on Sept. 14,
Leilany Figueroa had a huge
game with four goals plus an
assist. Kyra Lippman would
also have five points, scoring
three goals and having two
assists. Selina Alicea had the
eight goal for the Knights to
complete their big scoring
game.

Coming up, the Knights
are scheduled to host Palmer
on Friday, Sept. 25 at 4 p.m.
They then had back on the
road for a rematch against
Easthampton on Tuesday,
Sept. 29 at 5 p.m.

Westfield State University Owls football team gets first win over Dean College

WESTFIELD
— Westfield State University
football rolled up 463 yards
of offense and got a pair of
long TD receptions from
electric first-year receiver
Malachi Hymes (E. Hartford,
Conn./East Hartford) as the
Owls downed Dean College,
26-8 at Alumni Field on
Westfield State’s Family and
Champions Weekend.

Westfield improves
its record to 1-2 overall and
1-1 in the Massachusetts
State Collegiate Athletic
Conference, while Dean is

now 0-3 and 0-2 MASCAC.

Hymes finished with
four catches for 166 yards
and touchdowns of 61 and 46
yards. His day could have
been bigger as a reverse that
looked like a 89- yard score
was called back by a penal-
ty, and later he stepped out of
bounds while avoiding a tack-
le on 53-yard reception that
initially looked like a 73-yard
score.

Westfield opened the
scoring with a 1-yard TD
plunge from QB Quinn
Sumner (Dayville, Conn./

Killingly), who finished 6-11
passing for 180 yards and the
two TD tosses to Hymes.

Hymes caught a go route
down the left side for the 61
yarder, out sprinting the full
defense, then out-leaped his
defender around the five-yard
line to with the ball on the
46-yard grab before waltzing
into the endzone.

Westfield set up the big
passing plays with the run as
sophomore fullback Manny
Mengata (Tewksbury, Mass.)
battered the Bulldogs for 136
yards on 18 carries, and Cole

Ingham (Agawam, Mass.)
added 69 yards on five carries.
Westfield senior PK
Andrew Currier (Attleboro,
Mass./Foxboro HS) booted
a pair of 33-yard field goals
and a pair of extra points to
account for the final score.
Dean’s lone TD of
the game came midway
through the second quarter
on a 12-yard touchdown pass
from Chris Donahue to Yasir
Moses. The Bulldogs tried to
feature a short passing attack
with Donahue connecting
on 32 of 45 attempts for 186

yards with one TD and one
INT. His longest completion
of the day went for 12 yards.

The Bulldogs totaled just
33 yards rushing. Tay Scholtz
finished with nine catches for
75 yards and seven catches for
62 yards.

Westfield’s defense bent
but rarely broke, allowing 219
total yards on the day. The
Owls sacked Donohue eight
times for a loss of 61 yards.

LB Aydan Verba (Albany,
NY/Colonie Central) led
the Owls with eight tackles
and 2.5 sacks. Tedi Hunt

(Littleton, Mass.) made eight
stops and had 2.5 TFLs. Eight
different players had a hand
in the sack column. First-
year Caedan Burns (N.
Grafton, Mass.) picked off the
Bulldogs late to help seal the
win.

Colin Brady and Herman
Esquivel Menzdez led the
Bulldogs with eight stops
each.

Westfield State will
travel to Worcester State for
a conference matchup next
Saturday, Sept. 26 with a 1
p-m. kickoff at Alumni Field.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

BUSINESS FOR SALE

BIOLINKS OF
NEW ENGLAND

Grease trap pumping business.
Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

BROWN JORDAN CHAISSE. White,
mint condition, $800 or best offer. Call
508-867-7972.

WANTED!
CASH for:

* Machinist tools, power tools

& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.

Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one
item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2**xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing
and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, win-
dows, painting, wallpapering, siding, decks.
Insurance work. Fully insured.

Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Call us at 413.283.8393

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall «
Painting * & more!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON
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HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now.
413-218-2321

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance. Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

ROOM FOR RENT

Short Term Room Rental. Enjoy a peaceful,
comfortable stay at Paradise Lake sanctu-
ary in Monson. Fully furnished room avail-
able for short term rental. Available Oct. 1st.
All utilities included

Full kitchen access

Laundry access

Pets welcome

Quiet, welcoming setting

Ideal for traveling professionals

or temporary stays.

For rates, availability
and more information
call Teri, 413-381-7950

[SFoRRENT
o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

=

o o B
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call
1-413-283-8393
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the group rubbed off on the
T-Birds and their play in the
back half of the regular season
and into the postseason.

From the time Ott took
over on Jan. 19, Springfield’s
statistical metrics improved
in just about every category,
highlighted by more than half
a goal per-game improve-
ment both offensively (2.63
goals for per game in 38
games before Ott took over
vs. 3.15 goals per game after)
and defensively (3.66 goals
allowed per game before Ott
vs. 2.97 after).

After signing his two-
year contract extension in the
offseason, Ott now has the
opportunity to run his own
training camp and install his
systems and structures from
the onset of an AHL season.
After already proving him-
self as a motivator for young
players and veterans alike, the
continuity that will come from
Ott having an extended period
to implement his style — the
“X’s and O’s” — on a new ros-
ter should provide the T-Birds
a terrific opportunity to come
out of the gates firing.

2: Confidence Carrying
Over in Net. There may be
no better case study in Ott’s
belief and confidence in
his group than the boost he
received from his masked
men between the pipes. After
being thrust into a win-or-go-
home Game 2 in Charlotte in
the playoffs’ opening round,
Georgii Romanov quickly
showcased what made him an
NHL netminder in his earlier
days with the Sharks organi-
zation.

Romanov’s regular sea-
son was unpredictable, as the
T-Birds backstop won just
nine of his 24 decisions and
posting a 3.29 goals-against
average and .896 save percent-
age. He, in essence, was the
T-Birds’ third goaltender on
the depth chart heading into
the postseason. But after an
8-1 loss that saw both Vadim
Zherenko and Will Cranley
put to pasture in Game 1
against the Checkers, Ott
installed Romanov in Game

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD23P2086PM
In the matter of:
Janat D. Langevin
of Holyoke, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the Second and
Final account(s) of Roger
Langevin of Holyoke, MA as
Conservator of the property of
said Respondent has or have
been presented to the Court for
allowance.

You have the right to
object to the account(s). If you
wish to do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this court
on or before 10:00 A.M. on the

2, and the 26-year-old made
good on his coach’s belief,
stopping 29 of 31 shots
to force a Game 3, where
Romanov held Charlotte off
the board for nearly 70 min-
utes after allowing an early
goal en route to a 2-1 overtime
triumph.

By the time the postsea-
son dust settled, Romanov’s
11-game sample size was
exemplary — nine starts of two
goals allowed or fewer, a pair
of shutouts, and a .939 save
percentage to go along with a
7-4 record.

Romanov’s game ele-
vated at the biggest moment,
and the Blues rewarded the
netminder’s work with a two-
year contract extension, pre-
sumably penciling him in as
the T-Birds’ top dog in the
crease and insurance for St.
Louis in the event of injury
to Jordan Binnington or Joel
Hofer.

Romanov was not the
only goaltender to exhibit a
boost in confidence under
Ott’s guidance. Cranley also
earned an extension from the
Blues after he posted a 6-3-0
record after Ott’s appointment
to head coach. Cranley led all
T-Birds goalies in the second
half of the season with a 2.67
goals-against average and
.903 save percentage. With
Romanov and Cranley, the
T-Birds return a confident pair
in the net who can share the
load during the most concen-
trated portions of the schedule.

3: How High Can the
Prospects Fly? The Blues &
Thunderbirds enter the 2026-
27 season boasting perhaps
the most highly-anticipated
prospect class in the T-Birds’
10-year AHL run. A pair of
Blues’ first-round picks — for-
ward Justin Carbonneau and
defenseman Adam Jiricek —
are entering their first full sea-
sons of professional hockey,
and the possibility exists that
both players will begin the
season in Springfield.

While neither 19-year-old
posted points in their com-
bined nine postseason games
with Springfield, Ott went out
of his way to compliment both
players’ poise in their first
taste of meaningful pro hock-

return date of 10/16/2026. This
day is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline date by which you
have to object to the account(s).
If you fail to file the written
appearance and objection by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you, including the
allowance of the account(s).
Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule
3 of the Supplemental Rules of
the Probate & Family Court.
You have the right to send
to the Conservator, by regis-
tered or certified mail, a writ-
ten request to receive a copy of
the Petition and account(s) at no
cost to you.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or com-
pletely take away the above-
named person’s right to make
decisions about personal
affairs or financial affairs or
both. The above-named per-
son has the right to ask for

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

ey. It may be unreasonable to
expect stat sheets quite like
their junior totals a season ago
(51 goals for Carbonneau w/
QMIJHL Blainville, 59 points
in 55 games for Jiricek w/
OHL Brantford), but given
the insulation of veteran talent
and leadership on both ends
of the ice, it’s not far-fetched
to think they can be impact
players either.

Jiricek and Carbonneau
may be the future Blues at
the top of fans’ watch lists,
but there is no lack of talent
to go around. Up front, Otto
Stenberg and Alek Kaskimaki
will both get extended looks
in St. Louis training camp
after strong showings a sea-
son ago at both the NHL and
AHL levels. Theo Lindstein
is a strong candidate to land
a roster spot on the St. Louis
blue line, but Quinton Burns,
Marc-Andre Gaudet, Colin
Ralph, and Michael Buchinger
all figure to be on St. Louis’s
scouting radar as well. In
total, 15 St. Louis draft picks
from Springfield’s postsea-
son roster will be jockeying
for spots in training camp,
so a healthy competition will
already be firmly in place.

Given the unpredict-
able nature of injuries, roster
moves, and call-ups, Ott and
the Thunderbirds should have
a healthy rolodex of depth
options as the season evolves.

4: Leadership Group
Growing & Contributing.
One look at recent Calder Cup
championship rosters proves
that a healthy balance of
youthful exuberance and vet-
eran experience is the recipe
AHL teams covet in pursuit
of a title.

The Blues &
Thunderbirds’ prospect pool
is as deep as it has ever been,
but Co-General Managers
Ryan Miller and Tim Taylor
— in collaboration with Blues
General Manager Alexander
Steen — also bolstered the
depth of veterans when they
signed T.J. Tynan to an AHL
contract on July 2. Tynan is
a two-time AHL MVP who
has logged a staggering 579
career assists across 760
AHL games. He is a bonafide
power play distributor who

Sports ¢

should offer a great table-set-
ting option for Carbonneau,
Kaskimaki, and others.

Tynan joins an already
experienced leadership group
that returns captain Chris
Wagner and alternate captain
Calle Rosen, who will anchor
the forward and defense
units respectively. Between
the trio, they combined for
131 points last season, so
their leadership is not limit-
ed to the intangibles. Wagner
is coming off his most pro-
lific offensive season of his
14-year-career, as he posted
personal bests in goals (24),
assists (26), and points (50).

5: The Thunderdome
Advantage. You didn’t think
I’d put a list of things I look
forward to without including
the fanbase, did you? Ott’s
impact on the team was siz-
able, but the home-ice boost
would not have been possible
without T-Birds fans at their
noisy best.

Before Ott took over,
the T-Birds were just 6-7-2-1
in their first 16 home games
of the season. Down the
stretch, Springfield earned
points in 14 of their final 20
home games (12-6-2-0) and
added a 3-1 record across
four home playoff games
to reaffirm what Ott and his
players already knew — the
Thunderdome is truly one of
the best home-ice advantag-
es in the American Hockey
League.

That advantage could
be pivotal in 2026-27,
as the T-Birds’ schedule
boasts 17 of their 36 home
games before New Year’s
Day. Calder Cups are not
won or lost in the opening
weeks of the season, but a
strong start on familiar
soil could prove the differ-
ence between a first-round
bye and a play-in series.
Keep in mind, with the
Hamilton Hammers joining
the league’s North Division
in place of the departing
Bridgeport Islanders, the
Atlantic Division will now
be a 7-team division, mean-
ing that 3 of the 5 qualify-
ing playoff teams will get an
automatic bye into the best-
of-5 Division Semifinals.

Public Notices ¢

a lawyer. Anyone may make
this request on behalf of the
above-named person. If the
above-named person cannot
afford a lawyer, one may be
appointed at State expense.
Witness, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of
this Court.
Date: September 11, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
09/25/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee of
the Holyoke City Council will
hold a public hearing to hear a
special permit application of
Red Barn Growers, LLC for a
marijuana manufacturing estab-
lishment at 1 Cabot Street Unit
2B (048-01-010). Public hearing
will be held on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 14th. 2026 at 6:30pm at
Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight
St and can be accessed remote-
ly via zoom.us Meeting ID 862
5645 0351 Meeting Passcode
549629 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting
ID and Passcode. For a copy
of the application or to provide
comments to the Ordinance
Committee, please contact City
Council Admin Asst Jeffery

Anderson-Burgos at Anderson-
BurgosJ@holyoke.org or by
phone 413-322-5525..
Ordinance Chair
Meg Magrath-Smith
09/25, 10/02/2026

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee of
the Holyoke City Council will
hold a public hearing to hear a
special permit application of Di-
ablo Man, LLC for a marijuana
manufacturing  microbusiness
to manufacture pre-rolls at 73
Sargeant Street Units 1-2 (028-
07-013). Public hearing will be
held on Wednesday, October
14th. 2026 at 6:30pm at Holy-
oke City Hall 536 Dwight St and
can be accessed remotely via
zoom.us Meeting ID 862 5645
0351 Meeting Passcode 549629
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656
with same Meeting ID and Pass-
code. For a copy of the applica-
tion or to provide comments to
the Ordinance Committee, please
contact City Council Admin
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.
org or by phone 413-322-5525.

Ordinance Chair
Meg Magrath-Smith

09/25, 10/02/2026

Pumpkin Decorating Workshop

Family Fun Weekends!

In The Gaarden Center

Saturdays Sundays & CGolumbus Day
} 11AM — 4PM
" Starting Saturday September 26th

Scarecrow Workshops
Make Your Own Scarecrow

| “Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

eecccce

We Provide The Pumpkins & Decorations
“Make It Here” Or Buy A Kit To Make At Home

Free Family Fun!

Chuck The Chicken ¢ Mini Hay Maze
“Funny Bone” Game ¢ Bean Bag Toss
Duck Racing & MORE!

Randall’s Best Ever
Scarecrow Gontest

October 17th & 18th
Twenty Prizes Plus Ten Charity Matches

$3,000 In Cash Prizes
. Every Entry Receives A Gift
. YOUTH & ADULT

FIVE CATEGORIES ~
Best Overall, Most Traditional,
Scariest, Most Creatlve, Funmest

Beautiful

e0cccccccccccccccce eeccccccccccce

BIG SELECTION!

~ In Fabulous Fall COIors ~

Decorate For Faa

PUMPKINS PUMPKINS, PUMPKINS
Spec:ally Pumpkins
Sugar Pumpkins

, Face Pumpkins
Corn Stalks, Straw Bales, Gourds, Indian Corn

Witches, Scarecrows, Ghosts & Spiders!
FALL FLAVORS

New England Grown
Honeycrisp, Macintosh,
Cortland Apples & More!

MAC'NTOSH APPLES
5 Ib Tote Bags $5.99

FRESH APPLE CIDER DONUTS

Fresh Sweet Cider
Apple Cake, Apple Crisp
& Fresh Baked Pies

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Cream

September Creamery Window Hours
Open Wednesday — Sunday, Closed Monday & Tuesday

FALL FLAVORS ~
£ PUMPKIN AND APPLE SPICE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071  www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and Youl[T[3)

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by
newspaper title.

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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» InThe News

Nayan Tabin chases after a loose ball.

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli

Thrills and chills at historic mansion

AGAWAM - Join best-
selling author D.M. Pulley
and Granby author Dana
McSwain for an evening
of literary thrills at the
Revival Wheeler Mansion
in Orange, Massachusetts
on Oct. 27 at 6 p.m. Meet
Me At the Mansion: D.M.
Pulley in Conversation with
Dana McSwain is sponsored
by The Alchemist Society
bookshop in Feeding Hills
and celebrates the much-an-
ticipated release of Pulley’s
fifth novel, Stone Mad.

Pulley, winner of the
2014 Amazon Breakthrough
Novel Award, has penned
five dark thrillers, includ-
ing The Dead Key and
Nobody’s Home. A former
Professional Engineer by
trade, Pulley rehabbed his-
toric structures and conduct-
ed forensic investigations
into building failures before
becoming a full-time author.

The Wheeler Mansion, A Visit of Governor Guild fo Orange, Mass

Her mysteries shine a light
into the darker side of the
abandoned buildings and
buried past of the Midwest.
Stone Mad, a Gothic thriller
set in an infamous Gilded
Age mansion, will be
released Oct. 13.

Joining Pulley for this
special event is Granby
author Dana McSwain, four-
time award winning best-
seller of the supernatural
Gothic thriller, Roseneath,

and 2025 Pushcart Prize
nominee for her short story,
The Perfect Stranger. A
social hour and author sign-
ing will follow.

Meet Me at the
Mansion, D.M. Pulley in
Conversation with Dana
McSwain is free and open to
the public. For more infor-
mation, please visit the event
page at https://revivalwheel-
ermansion.com/calendar/
stone-mad/

Applications open for HERizon
female empowerment program

SPRINGFIELD -
After a successful year in
which participants reported
increased confidence, stron-
ger friendships and mean-
ingful personal growth,
applications are now open
for HERizon, the Hampden
District Attorney’s Office’s
free leadership and empow-
erment program for high
school girls across Hampden
County.

Designed to help young
women develop confidence,
leadership skills and last-
ing connections, HERizon
provides participants with
mentorship, engaging dis-
cussions, interactive activ-
ities and opportunities to
learn from female profes-
sionals and community
leaders. The program meets
bi-weekly at the Hampden
District Attorney’s Office
in Springfield and is led by
young women who serve in
a variety of roles through-
out the District Attorney’s
Office. Throughout the
program, students explore
topics including healthy
relationships, confidence,
mental wellness, women’s
health, self-advocacy and
navigating challenges both
in school and beyond.

“HERizon is about help-
ing young women recog-
nize their own potential and

giving them the tools and
support to become confi-
dent leaders in their schools
and communities,” said
Hampden District Attorney
Anthony D. Gulluni. “When
young women feel empow-
ered to use their voices,
advocate for themselves and
support one another, the
impact extends far beyond
the classroom. Programs like
HERizon are an investment
in the future of our commu-
nity.”

The program contin-
ues to make a meaningful
impact on participants. At
the conclusion of this year’s
program, in an anonymous
survey, participants rated
their overall experience 4.8
out of 5, while 100% said
HERizon helped them grow
as a person.

Participants described
HERizon as a place where
they felt supported, encour-
aged, and comfortable being
themselves. Feedback on the
survey included:

“It was a breath of fresh
air to connect with other
girls face to face and build a
community.”

“Everyone was so sup-
portive and passionate.
I loved this group and the
friendships that were built.”

“I loved being able to
open up. Besides my own

room, I feel like this was the
room I was most comfort-
able.”

Many also said the pro-
gram helped them become
more confident, set healthier
boundaries and step outside
their comfort zones.

“My confidence is so
much better.”

“I’ve been able to set
boundaries for myself with-
out having to feel bad about
it.”

“I’ve become more of a
girl’s girl, combined with so
much more confidence.”

Participants cited dis-
cussions on confidence,
healthy relationships, posi-
tive self-talk, self-love and
women’s health among their
favorite topics, along with
hands-on experiences like a
car maintenance workshop
and opportunities to con-
nect with peers from across
Hampden County.

HERizon is open to
high school girls through-
out Hampden County
and is offered at no cost.
Applications for the upcom-
ing program are now being
accepted.

Students interest-
ed in applying can learn
more here. Questions about
the program may be directed
to Halie Matthew at Halie.
Matthew @mass.gov.

DEA TH y from page 1

“I pray Ezekiel’s name
becomes a reason to choose
life, to put the gun down, to
walk away, and think about
the people who will suffer
long after the moment has
passed,” Santana said.

Hampden District
Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni
said, “Ezekiel should be
alive today. His mother and
his family should not have
to carry the lifelong con-
sequences of a senseless
exchange of gunfire among

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS CELEBRATES

Eeless

Highlight
Your Achievement
with a Business Profile
in the Turley Newpaper
of your choice for only

139

Add an additional paper of
your choice for only $99.

AD COPY DEADLINE
October 1st

Please provide us with:
a photograph &
approx. 150 word bio.

Call Your Turley
Sales Representative Today!

WENDY DELCAMP
413-283-8393
wdelcamp@turley.com

October 14-16, 2026
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individuals who chose to
bring firearms into a conflict.
Selena’s words are a pow-
erful reminder that gun vio-
lence reaches far beyond the
people who choose to engage
in it. Innocent people, fami-
lies, and entire communities
are left to live with the con-
sequences.”

The District Attorney
went on to say, ‘“Legally, this
case presented many chal-
lenges that our team, led by
ADA Matthew Green, sur-
mounted with their skill and
commitment to justice, par-

ticularly for baby Ezekiel and
his family. I thank them for
this hard work and persever-
ance.”

Sanchez was the first
of three co-defendants to
stand trial. The case against
Kermith Alvarez-Vargas is
currently scheduled to begin
on November 4, 2026.

The Commonwealth
was represented by Assistant
District Attorneys Matthew
Green, David Sheppard-
Brick, and Hilary Sullivan,
and Victim Witness Advocate
Jane Chevalier.

GRAN 7; from page 1

zation. Therefore, Anderson-
Burgos felt the mural was
a clear demonstration of
how the community around
Holyoke creates things for
the community.

“Murals truly bright-
en up this city and they are
inspirational,” Anderson-
Burgos said.

Anderson-Burgos felt
that murals are a way for the
community to express itself
and celebrate culture.

Moreover, Councilor
Richard Purcell advocated
that murals can be a tourism
draw for Holyoke.

“I look at it as an eco-
nomic driver,” he said. “We
can use murals for tourism,
we’ve done it before.”

Purcell mentioned that
he is already in discussion
with the Tourism Advisory

Committee to work with
Valley Bikes to create bike
tours of the different murals
of Holyoke.

He thought this would
be a great way to celebrate
Holyoke culture while also
creating more tourism for
the community.

“You go on a tour with
a bike and stop at a restau-
rant,” Purcell said. “It can
help businesses. People can
come to see our murals, and
they love them.”

Sullivan was still con-
cerned, he felt that, while
murals are beneficial, the
money may be used bet-
ter elsewhere to improve
Holyoke.

With that in mind, he
was the only councilor to
vote no on accepting this
grant. Therefore, the grant
was accepted with a 10-1
vote.

Cl TIZ E N S, from page 1

pass this act, and they called
for the city council to pass
the resolution to show their
support.

“Massachusetts has long
been a leader in criminal jus-
tice reform, but unfortunate-
ly we have lagged behind in
Clean Slate,” Morales said.
“We need to reclaim this title
by passing this legislation
that removes unnecessary
barriers and gives others a
second chance.”

The Tenant Opportunity
to Purchase Act would give
tenants an opportunity to
purchase their building
before it goes up for sale.

The goal of this act is to
avoid sudden upsets to hous-
ing for tenants if their build-
ing is sold, whether it be
higher rents or displacement.

“It will give residents
more control over what hap-
pens in their neighborhood,”

Carde-Guzman said.

Many Holyoke residents
have been impacted by ris-
ing rent costs. This act would
help to regain some control
over housing.

“I believe everyone
deserves a chance for safe,
stable and affordable hous-
ing,” Moran said. “Tenants
should have the right to pur-
chase those buildings and
come together as a commu-
nity.”

These resolutions were
sent to the Development and
Governmental Relations
committee for the council to
discuss further.

Both resolutions were
brought before the coun-
cil by Councilors Richard
Purcell and Juan Anderson-
Burgos.

If the council decides
to pass the resolutions, their
support will go to the state
legislators while they dis-
cuss their final vote on these
issues.



