
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Enlace de 
Familias held its first Western 
Mass Youth Conference at 
Holyoke High School on June 
28. 

The goal was to bring 
together youth in the area so 
they could have conversations 
about leadership, culture and 
civic engagement. 

They also focused on safety 
in the community, as requested 
by the youth who organized the 
conference. 

“The goal of today’s con-
ference is for every youth that 
comes here to have a takeaway,” 
Staff Member Jayden Lopez 
said. “Whether it be in the realm 
of leadership, civic engagement 
or community empowerment. 
That’s why we invited not just 
Holyoke but all the communi-
ties of Western Massachusetts, 
because we wanted it to be a 
place where everyone could 
have these discussions.”

The entire conference was 
organized by youth from the 
Youth Task Force as Enlace De 
Familias really wanted to ensure 
that youth voices were at the 
focal point of this conference. 

“Everything that you’re 
seeing today is run and planned 
by the youth, for the youth,”   
Execut ive Director  Frank 
Martinez said.

“The ideas for the breakout 
rooms, that was us,” Youth Staff 
Adrian Guitiérrez-Martínez 
said. “The whole of what we’re 
doing, what’s happening in the 
auditoriums, the guest speakers, 
we picked those.”

The youth did internships 
at different non-profits and a 
civic engagement program, and 
they then got together in order 
to plan the conference. 

They pulled together this 

all-day conference where youth 
were able to be inspired and 
learn more about their commu-
nities. 

The day started off with 
a welcome and a speech by 
Keynote Speaker Anthony 
Valentine. 

This was followed by 
a variety of workshops that 
youth could select to attend. 
The workshops included: his-
tory and culture of dance plena 

and bomba, school to prison 
pipeline, from leadership to 
civic engagement and Western 
Massachusetts trivia. 

After this, the kids all 
came together again to receive 
a mindfulness and wellness 
presentation before heading to 
lunch. 

Then there were the Dance 
Stylez Breakdancers who came 
from New York City who per-
formed for the youth, and after-

wards gave them a workshop on 
break dance. 

Youth were also welcome 
to go on a tour of the murals in 
the city, do a painting workshop 
or do a tour of some local non-
profits. 

Then, Voice Semi-Finalist 
Madison Curbelo performer and 
the youth reflected on their day 
at the conference. 

Each break dancer got a chance to show off some of their skills in front of the youth. 	 Turley photo by Quinn Suomala 

Enlace De Familias hosts Youth Conference

Library kicks off summer reading
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Public Library had their Summer 

Reading Kick-off on Thursday, 
June 27. 

Anyone from the communi-
ty was invited to come, and there 
were yard-games, balloons and 

ice cream for all. 
Family and Community 

Engagement Coordinators Rey 
Figuera and Myriam Rodriguez 
from Holyoke Public Schools 
were also present in order to 
help families. 

They provided information 
on enrollment in HPS as well as 
the Summer Eats Program.

Also present were Attorneys 
Julia Popkin and Molly Jane 
Thomas from Community Legal 
Aid. 

Community Legal Aid 
works to provide legal support 
for the community in a variety 
of areas, including employment, 
veterans aid, disability benefits 
and education. 

“We represent children 
throughout our entire service 
area in connection with their 
education,” Thoms said. “That 
often involves kids with disabil-
ities or mental health needs who 
are accessing special education 
for the first time or who need 
help enhancing or changing their 
special ed programs.”

Both Thoms and Popkin 
wanted to use the summer read-
ing kick-off as a chance to reach Family and Community Engagement Coordinators Rey Figuera and Myriam 

Rodriguez from Holyoke Public Schools gave families information about 
enrollment. Turley photo by Quinn Suomala 
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HOLYOKE –  Loca l 
Historian Robert Comeau will 
be offering a variety of free 
historical tours in Holyoke 
and surrounding communities. 

He wil l  be offer ing 
A Mill in Holyoke through 
Time - The Skinner Silk Mill 
on Tuesday, Sept. 10 from 
5:15 p.m. to 6:15 p.m. at 
Wistariahurst. 

This is a new program 
offered by Comeau that he 
just started this year. 

“I’ve been giving tours of 
the canals for nine years now 
and I didn’t have time to give 
details on any one, set mill 
so I wanted to start doing it, 
especially for the very popular 
mills,” Comeau said. 

He will be talking about 
how Skinner Silk Mill has 
changed through the times 
and how its production used 
to work. 

He hopes to continue this 
program in future years and 

to include other mills in the 
Holyoke area so that their his-
tory can shine through as well.

Comeau is also planning 
his annual Holyoke Canal 
System Walking Tour. This 
will be on Saturday, Oct. 5 
from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. starting 
at the Dwight Street side of 
Holyoke Heritage State Park. 

Robert Comeau offers 
historical tours of city

See TOURS, page 11

“I point out along the way 
all of the mills, 

all of the power canal 
structures and t

he worker homes 
that were built…

and at the very end 
a park that was 
made special by 

the canal company,”

- Robert Comeau



 2   •   JULY 12, 2024   •   The Holyoke Sun

◗  In The News

Garden Tour this weekend
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke Preservation Trust 
is pleased to announce 
i t s  F o u r t h  A n n u a l 
G a r d e n  To u r  o n 
Saturday, July 13.

C h e c k  i n 
for  this  rain or 
shine event will 
be at  the Holyoke 
Preservation Trust’s 
n ew  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e 
M a s o n i c  Te m p l e 
a t  2 3 5  C h e s t n u t 
Street,  across from the 
Holyoke Public Library. There 

you will pick up your wrist-
band and collect a map with a 

description and location 
of the gardens. At one 
of the gardens,  you 
will also have the 
opportunity to par-
ticipate in a  short 
lesson on how to 
turn a tree, shrub, or 

plant into Bonsai and 
how to maintain your 
Bonsai.   Tickets are 

available at Eventbrite for 
$15.  Day of the event ticket 

purchase is $20.  

The Horace Smith Fund awards area students
HOLYOKE – On Thursday, June 

20th, The Horace Smith Fund held its 
125th Annual Corporators’ Meeting 
and scholarship awards ceremony 
at the Carriage House at Storrowton 
Tavern for recipients, their parents, 
school counselors, and Corporators.  
This  event  was funded,  in  part , 
by a Community Care grant from 
PeoplesBank.

Wayne Webster,  Chair  of the 
Board of Trustees, announced that 
this year there were 20 Walter S. Barr 

Scholarships awards, with 15 going to 
graduating high school seniors and five 
to students already attending college.  
The William R. Rooney Award was 
granted to one high school candidate 
who has received special education ser-
vices. Additionally, three Walter S. Barr 
Fellowships were given to students pur-
suing graduate education.  

The  Keynote  Speaker,  Al ina 
Antropova, was a 2020 graduate of 
Southwick-Tolland Regional High 
School and Walter S. Barr Scholarship 

recipient and a 2024 graduate of UMass 
Amherst and Walter S. Barr Fellowship 
recipient.

The 2024 scholarship recipients 
in attendance from Holyoke and who 
graduated from Holyoke High School 
and Lighthouse Holyoke, respectively 
were Brenna N. Phillips and Montasir 
Abdelrahman.

Providing that students maintain at 
least a B average in college, each schol-
arship provides a total of $12,000 over 
four years and each fellowship provides 

$15,000 over two years.  Therefore, The 
Horace Smith Fund is happy to be able 
to grant a total award of $297,000 to 
area students this year.

Students were selected on a variety 
of criteria, including their test scores, 
class rank, extra-curricular activities, 
and a personal written account of why 
the student feels deserving of financial 
assistance.  Applications for next year’s 
awards will be available September 
15th on-line at www.HoraceSmithFund.
org or by calling (413) 739-4222.  

Send Us Your Photos!
TheSun@turley.com

Mindfulness yoga classes available
HOLYOKE – NAMI Western 

Massachusetts would like to announce 
Mindfulness Yoga with Kateri’s third 
anniversary yoga series. This class is 
designed as a gentle, therapeutic yoga 
class with beginners in mind. It is easy-
paced, helps reduce stress and anxiety, 
and aids in the management of mental 
health symptoms. Kateri is a certified 
yoga instructor and is vice president of 
our board of directors.

This series will be 4 weeks start-
ing on Monday July 29 and continuing 
August 5, August 12, and concluding 
on August 19. Come celebrate Kateri’s 
Third Anniversary, July 29, with a free 
yoga class. The remaining three classes 
are available for just $30. Partial pro-
ceeds go to NAMI-WM. Pre-registration 
is required. To Register email Kateri at: 
mindfulnessyogawithkateri721@gmail.
com.

UHart announces 
Dean’s List

WEST HARTFORD, CT – The 
University of Hartford is pleased to 
announce that Amaraya Deza of Holyoke 
has been named to the dean’s list for the 
spring 2024 semester.

The Dean’s List recognizes students 
achieving superior academic standing. 
The requirement, with some exceptions, 
is a grade point average of at least 3.0 
and no grade below C.

Siena College 2024 
spring Dean’s List

LOUDONVILLE, NY – Siena 
College names students to the Dean’s 
List for the Spring 2024 semester. The 
following students are from Holyoke 
Samantha Brennan and Anna Evans.

Elms College spring 
2024 Dean’s List

CHICOPEE – The College of Our 
Lady of the Elms has named the fol-
lowing students to the dean’s list for 
the spring 2024 semester. The fol-
lowing students are from Holyoke. 
Congratulations to all the students who 
are named to the list.

Kaylee Bishop, Sadiel Cabrera, 
Shahla Colon, Trinity Colon, Sheileen 
Diaz, Andrew Dowland, Diana Figueroa, 
Armando Fontan, Chloe Gerhardson, 
Felix Gutierrez, Arianna Ketchakeu, 
Emmie Lundgren Jennylee Ojeda Colon, 
Ruth Ortiz-Torres, Marissa Perez, Aliza 
Riemer, Deborah Rosario Rodriguez and 
Jeyleen Troche Rivera.

HCC announces official online bookstore
H O L Y O K E  –  H o l y o k e 

Community College has selected 
eCampus.com as its official online 
bookstore.

Based in Lexington, Kentucky, 
eCampus.com began providing online 
bookstore services to HCC students in 
June. 

Through this partnership, eCam-
pus.com provides HCC with a cus-
tomized online storefront that enables 
students to sign in with their creden-
tials and have immediate access to 
their course-required materials. With 
offerings such as new, used, digital, 
and rental, and multiple flexible ship-
ping options, students can select course 
materials according to their unique 
budgets and needs. eCampus.com also 
offers students the option to purchase 
materials through an online market-

place, where third-party sellers sell 
course materials at a discounted price.

HCC will still maintain a physical 
store (on the second floor of the HCC 
Campus Center), where students can 
pick up their online-ordered books for 
free and also buy HCC-branded mer-
chandise, electronics, and other sup-
plies.

“Students, and members of the 
faculty and staff who were involved 
in choosing a new bookstore vendor 
prioritized affordability and conve-
nience,” said Narayan Sampath, HCC 
vice president of Administration and 
Finance. “With their online platform 
and proprietary marketplace, eCampus.
com provides exactly that for us.”

Sampath said the benefits of the 
partnership extend to the ease for pro-
fessors to research and select their 

required course materials each semes-
ter. Through eCampus.com’s advanced 
research tools, professors can view 
course materials based on availabili-
ty and real-time pricing and are also 
able to view student purchasing habits. 
With this technology available, pro-
fessors can make informed decisions 
regarding required course materials 
that take into consideration student 
affordability and accessibility.

“eCampus.com is honored to be 
selected as the Holyoke Community 
College official online bookstore,” said 
Matt Montgomery, eCampus.com pres-
ident and CEO. “We are dedicated to 
using our online bookstore expertise to 
provide students with the best online 
shopping experience, one that sets stu-
dents up for the best chance at success 
in the classroom.”

Art gallery displays Thrive
HOLYOKE – The Taber Art 

Gallery at Holyoke Community College, 
in partnership with the college’s Thrive 
Student Resource Center, is seeking sub-
missions from area artists for an exhibit 
titled “THRIVE: Beyond Surviving.”

The exhibit will run Oct. 31 to Dec. 
20. Artists are encouraged to enter work 
that considers the systemic, communal, 
and/or individual obstacles and barriers 
to survival, what surviving means, how 
we as humans can continue to dream, 
push, and hope for more than the min-
imum, and the struggle of exhaustion 
versus the ability to rest.Submissions are 
due by Aug. 31.

Gallery director Rachel Rushing 
said the theme of the exhibit stems 
from conversation she’s had with Ben 
Ostiguy, special programs director for 
the HCC Thrive Center, which operates 
the college’s food pantry and provides 
other support services.

“Thrive supports HCC students 
struggling to meet basic needs by focus-
ing primarily on three areas: housing, 
hunger, and healthcare,” said Rushing. 
“One of the Taber gallery’s values is 
collaboration, and working with Thrive 
is a great way to amplify their program 
while featuring work from artists who 
have concerns in these same areas.”

COLLEGE NOTES

Smartphone photography workshop offered
HOLYOKE – On Aug. 8, from 1:30 

to 4:30 p.m. in the community room at 
the Holyoke Public Library, learn how 
to take great photos with your smart-
phone with Peter Glass. Glass has been 
a professional photographer in the New 
England area for over 25 years. Come 
learn to take great photos with a smart-
phone is for those interested in produc-
ing high-quality images with their smart-
phone cameras by learning and under-

standing the camera controls as well as 
when and how to use them. The quality 
of smartphone cameras is improving rap-
idly. Their capabilities extend far beyond 
what you might expect. A good quality 
smartphone camera can work almost as 
well as a 35mm camera.

This workshop will cover: 
Learning how to use the camera 

controls on your specific smartphone
Basic photographic theory
Discussing and, if desired, installing 

other smartphone camera apps
Suggestions for hand-holding your 

camera

Specific steps to follow when taking 
a picture

Useful accessories for your smart-
phone camera

And, how to compose your photo-
graphs to produce truly wonderful results

Participants will receive a very 
complete handout on arrival. Don’t for-
get to bring a fully charged smartphone 
as well as any accessories you have, 
including the charger for the smart-
phone.

Please note:  This class will not 
cover the taking of selfies and is three 
hours long.
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Chicopee announces fireworks celebration
CHICOPEE – Chicopee Parks and 

Recreation is thrilled to announce the 
rescheduled date for the highly antici-
pated Chicopee Fireworks Celebration. 
The event will now take place on 
Friday, July 19 at Szot Park, with a rain 
date scheduled for July 20 and 21.

This spectacular fireworks display 
promises to be a highlight of the sum-

mer, offering a festive way to celebrate 
America’s birthday with friends, fami-
ly, and the entire Chicopee community.

The fireworks will commence at 
dusk, and attendees are encouraged to 
arrive early to secure a good viewing 
spot. Food vendors will be on-site to 
provide refreshments throughout the 
evening.

Wistariahurst at 150: Reflections of the Museum
HOLYOKE – Wistariahurst Museum 

commemorates the 150th anniversary 
since the historic home began moving to 
Holyoke. Ever since, Wistariahurst has 
been a cornerstone of Holyoke’s cultural 
heritage, housing a museum and serv-
ing as a hub for cultural, educational, 
and community engagement. The muse-
um welcomes guests to its latest exhibit, 
“Wistariahurst at 150: Reflections of the 
Museum,” to recognize this significant 
event in local history and celebrate its 
impact on the city. Focusing on the latter 
part of the 20th century, this retrospective 
exhibit will feature various programs, 
events, and performances that influenced 
Wistariahurst and the City of Holyoke. 
With a unique approach, “Wistariahurst 
at 150: Reflections of the Museum” will 
present a fascinating collection of pre-
served artifacts, documents, and photo-
graphs. The exhibition will unveil items 
that have been privately stored for years, 
such as wedding gowns, sculptures, and 
posters from cultural events.

For over 150 years, Wistariahurst 
has been proud to be a part of Holyoke’s 
history. Since being gifted to the city 
in 1959, the venue has been a hub for 
events that have brought people and com-
munity members together.  You can visit 
and explore this exhibit on Mondays 
from 10 a.m-2 p.m., and Tuesdays from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4:30-6:30 p.m. start-
ing July 22. 

The opening reception for this exhibit 
at Go Retro at Wisty Wednesdays will be 
held July 17 from 5:307:30 p.m. Swing 
by to check out the exhibit, enjoy music, 
lawn games, and tasty treats from local 
food trucks. The best part? Admission to 
the opening reception and gallery hours 
are free and open to the public.

Wistariahurst Museum, which is 
located at 238 Cabot Streets an educa-
tional and cultural center owned and 
operated by the City of Holyoke and sup-
ported by The Wistariahurst Foundation. 
Wistariahurst is dedicated to preserving 
Holyoke’s history and inspiring an appre-
ciation of history and culture through 

educational programs, exhibits and 
special events. Listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, Wistariahurst 
is the former home of William Skinner, 
a prominent silk manufacturer and was 
built in 1874. To view open hours and 
plan your visit, or for more information 
visit https://wistariahurst.org/events/.

Stanley Park to celebrate 75th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Stanley Park is cel-

ebrating its 75th Anniversary this August 
with a big day long celebration and are in 
need of unique vehicles take part in our 
“Touch a Truck” program taking place 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will also be 
a classic car show taking place from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. that day which more cars, 
trucks and motorcycles are needed for. 

There is a $10 donation per vehicle 
entered and we ask that you register in 
advance. Please call the Development 
Office at 413-568-9312 x108 or x 112 or 
email development@stanleypark.org to 
register. For further information or to be 
a sponsor of the event please go to www.
stanleypark.org, our Facebook page or 
call the park office at 413-568-9312.

Cooper’s Gifts hosts drive to benefit Westover military families
AGAWAM – Cooper’s Gifts will 

collect non-perishable food items, books, 
games, school supplies and toiletries 
for the Westover Galaxy Community 
Council (WGCC). The Westover GCC is 
a 501(c)3 charitable organization; com-
prised of veterans, local business own-
ers and community members. Their goal 
is to support the military men, women, 
families and the mission of Westover 
ARB. They support team-building 
and morale-boosting activities for our 
Airmen, Soldiers and Marines. The 
WGCC works with and contributes to 
on base activities such as the Family 
Readiness Center, the Westover Young 

Marines, the Civil Air Patrol & Youth 
Out-Reach Day and Back-To-School 
Drive. Donations go to our military 
reservists in need. All donations stay 
local.  

Cooper’s has supported the Westover 
families for many years, through the 
stores charity Round Up Program.  ‘We 
worked with our closest USA-made ven-
dors to curate wonderful raffle items 
that would entice people to donate more 
items to benefit the good folks over at 
the Westover GCC,” said Kate Gourde, 
Owner of Cooper’s Gifts Apparel Home. 
In exchange, Cooper’s will swap entry 
tickets for the raffle prizes.  Entries are 

also available for purchase at $1 each, 
or 6 for $5. All monies collected will 
go to the Westover Galaxy Community 
Council. Raffle prize winners will be 
notified in early August.

Each month Gourde chooses a local 
charity to receive the profits of the store’s 
Round Up program, through which cus-
tomers are invited to round up their pur-
chase total to the next dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50% of the total 
collected. The program has donated over 
$50,000 to local organizations since its 
inception in 2014. “Our customers have 
been so supportive of Cooper’s Round 
Up Program. We are so grateful and 

wanted to pay it forward; to help the 
men and women who serve selflessly, 
and their families. With your help … 
the WGCC strengthens our local mili-
tary service members by keeping them 
connected to family, home and country 
throughout their service to our nation.” 
Gourde said. 

Cooper’s is located at 161 Main St., 
Agawam, and is open 7 days a week. 
Weekdays 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturdays 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 12 to 4 
p.m. More information on the Round Up 
program and how to nominate a charity, 
may be found on Cooper’s website www.
coopersgifts.com/round-up/.

Opening Reception at Go Retro at Wisty Wednesdays on July 17 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

‘Love and Hope Day’ set for Saturday
HOLYOKE – Nueva Esperanza, 

in collaboration with Mass in Motion, 
Iglesia Templo Ebenezer, One Holyoke, 
and Unified Worship, is excited to pres-
ent the Love and Hope for Holyoke Day 
of Worship. The event will take place 
on Saturday, July 6, from 10 a.m. to  7 
p.m. at Chestnut Street Park. The entire 
community is invited to come and expe-
rience a day dedicated to spreading pos-
itivity, love, and hope.

Event Schedule Highlights: 
Community Clean-Up (10 a.m.): 

Kick-start the Day of Worship with a 
community clean-up aimed at enhancing 
the beauty of Holyoke. Join in  to ele-
vate the charm of the city. Participants 
will be meeting at Chestnut Street Park 
(corner or Chestnut street and Sargeant 
Street).

Spreading  the  Word  (noon) : 
Following the clean-up, everyone will 
actively promote this remarkable event, 
spreading messages of love and hope 
throughout the community. Be sure not 
to miss the main event at 5:30 p.m. in 
Chestnut Park.

Free Giveaway (5:30 p.m.): As a 
gesture of love and solidarity, join in 
for a free giveaway of groceries and 
toiletries. This initiative underscores the 
commitment to supporting households 
in need and fostering community spirit. 

Live Music (6 p.m.): Prepare to be 
enchanted by the soulful melodies of a 
live youth band, filling the atmosphere 
with their captivating music.

Uplifting Message: The event will 
culminate with an inspiring message 
from a local pastor, emphasizing the 
profound impact of love, hope, and faith 

in our lives. 
This event is part of the Holyoke 

Cultural Resilience Cookbook, man-
aged by Mass in Motion in partnership 
with Nueva Esperanza through the El 
Corazón Project/The Heart of Holyoke, 
alongside many other partners. This ini-
tiative unites faithbased and non-faith 
organizations to address community 
needs, providing essential resources 
such as food. 

They work closely with One 
Holyoke for the community clean-up, 
ensuring a safe and effective environ-
ment with necessary materials and are 
grateful to Parks and Recreation for 
generously allowing the use of the park 
for this event, and to the churches for 
their united efforts. 

Lastly, thank you the Unified 
Worship team for showcasing young 

talents and spreading love. The goal 
is to promote positivity through acts 
of love, support for the community, 
and by offering resources, compassion, 
and uplifting messages. Come by and 
immerse in a day of peace, love, hope, 
and faith. Let’s create a brighter future 
for Holyoke, hand in hand. Follow  on 
Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
nuevaofholyoke for updates and more 
information about the event.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Will IRA withdrawals 
affect my Medicare 

premiums?
Dear Rusty: 

I am a member of AMAC and learn so 
much from the Ask Rusty column. 

I hope you can give me some information 
about a question that has come up in my family. 
My husband is retired and has reached Full 
Retirement Age. He is considering withdrawing 
money from an IRA to pay off our mortgage. 
We are wondering what, if any, penalties may 
be incurred on Social Security, Medicare and 
income tax. Thank you for your help in this 
matter. 

Signed: Concerned Taxpayer 

Dear Concerned: 
Thank you for contacting the AMAC 

Foundation Social Security Advisory Service. 
Regarding your question on the impact of 

withdrawing IRA funds, there is no impact to 
your husband’s gross Social Security benefit. 
The amount withdrawn, of course, is consid-
ered ordinary income for federal income tax 
purposes and will need to be included as such 
on your federal income tax return and will 
therefore affect your federal income tax liabili-
ty when you file the return.  

Depending on the amount withdrawn, 
there could be an impact to the Medicare pre-
mium due to the Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount provision. Assuming you 
file jointly, you will pay a higher Medicare Part 
B premium if your modified adjusted gross 
income is above certain thresholds, i.e., more 
than $103,000 for an individual and $206,000 
for a married couple. 

Please note that Medicare’s procedures 
will not note this income change for two years, 
so if you make the withdrawal in 2024 it will 

The Garden Lady tackles the Rose of Sharon
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◗  Opinion

Paul, who gardens in Palmer, wrote 
in with this timely question for the 
Garden Lady: “My question deals 

with the Rose of Sharon and the many seed-
lings that it disburses. I have a large bush/
tree in my front yard, and it disburses many 
seedlings. I have weeded the seedlings 
going on three times this spring and sum-
mer. When is the best time to cut the dead 
blossoms off the tree so that I don’t repeat 
this task? Please share any other hints/ideas 
about the Rose of Sharon shrub.”

This is a perfect question, since bloom 
time for the Rose of Sharon (Hibiscus syri-
acus) is right around the corner.  

Like you, I am familiar with the 
shrub’s tendency to self-sow, a lot. The best 
way to halt all of the seedlings coming is 
to “dead-head” the flowers as they begin to 
fade, before they are given the opportunity 
to make and drop seed.  

Some would argue that this is, in fact, 
as much or more work as weeding the seed-
lings away. I guess it all depends whether 
you prefer to work standing up or on your 
hands and knees.  

One suggestion I have would be to 
weed by use of a scuffle hoe. It’s a tool you 
use standing up whereby you drag the scuf-
fle across the soil.  

It cuts the weed away from its roots, 
stopping it dead in its tracks. If you do this 
every week, the weeds will be so small that 
they will just wither in the sun- you don’t 
even have to pick them up. 

That may be the easiest way out of 
your overabundance of seedlings.

You also asked for some information 
about the shrub. Here are some excerpts 
from a column a wrote a few years ago 
that you might find interesting, especially 
in regard to the appropriate time of year to 
prune.

The Rose of Sharon is also known as 
Shrub Althea. It is a member of the mal-
low family, a diverse bunch of plants that 
include hollyhocks, marsh mallows, cotton, 
okra and even tropical hibiscus as kin. 

Although native to Asia, it had already 
found a home in North America by 1600. 
In the 19th century it was among the most 
popular shrubs in the nursery trade. It 
grows well in zones 5-8.

The Rose of Sharon has an upright 
growth habit that lends itself well to all 
types of combination plantings: in foun-
dation plantings, as stand alone hedges, 
and as the backdrop for perennial borders. 

Likewise, a single shrub can be trained to 
be an outstanding specimen.  

Because its flowers are borne on new 
growth rather than old, pruning can be 
accomplished in late winter or early spring 
without the risk of sacrificing blooms. 
As with most shrubs, concentrate first on 
removing any dead branches, then remove 
those that are crossing or rubbing on one 
another.  

If growth needs to be checked, cut well 
into the shrub to decrease its height and 
girth. 

Cutting back to a bud that points out-
ward and in the direction of least competi-
tion will result in a bushy, less lanky shrub- 
one suitable for use as a specimen. Frequent 
pruning results in fewer but larger flowers, 
whereas no or little pruning gives way to 
many small flowers.    

Plant the Rose of Sharon in full sun or 
part shade situations. Although it is tolerant 
of many types of soil, from seashore sandy 
to wet, this shrub prefers deep, well-drained 
soil to perform its best.  

Fertilization is rarely necessary. 
Although Japanese beetles are said to 

favor the flowers, I haven’t had much of a 
problem with them at home or at work.

To intentionally propagate this plant, 
simply take a softwood cutting four or five 
inches long in early summer. Remove lower 
foliage and insert into the ground in a shady 
location.  

Water as needed.  
By the season end roots will have like-

ly formed, but wait until spring to move 
your cutting to a nursery bed.  

As mentioned, seeds of the Rose of 
Sharon have also been known to sprout 
under the mother plant, sometimes to the 
degree of being a nuisance. Grow these 
seedlings on and see what color flower you 
get; there is no guarantee it will be the same 
as mother.  

Single or double hibiscus shaped flow-
ers come in shades of red, pink, purple and 
white, depending on the cultivar. Like those 
of their tropical cousin, individual Rose 
of Sharon flowers bloom for a single day, 
close at night, then eventually drop from 
the plant.  

Even at that rate, flowering occurs for 
many weeks throughout late July, August 
and sometimes into September.  

In my opinion, single flowered cul-
tivars are more desirable; they put on a 
better show and are more tolerant of rainy 
weather. Double types turn to mush after a 
rainstorm – much like petunia flowers do. 
Not very attractive and oh so squishy!  

“Diana” is my all time favorite culti-
var. Four- six inch pure white single flow-
ers bloom in abundance, even through the 
night, making it a perfect candidate for use 
in a moonlit garden. 

“Woodbridge” is another popular vari-

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Election letters 
to the editor welcome

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to The Holyoke Sun, care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
thesun@turley.com. Please include a daytime 
telephone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters guide. 
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in The Holyoke Sun.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.
See SECURITY, page 5

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Book size
  8. Indonesian 

Island
 13. “The Sopranos” 

character
 14. Plants often 

found in stews
 15. Stern
 19. Atomic #52
 20. Often seen after 

a company name
 21. Silk garments
 22. Inhibiting 

hormone (abbr.)
 23. Type of beer
 24. Margarine
 25. Throw lightly
 26. Explains again
 30. Raccoon-like 

animal
 31. Sneaker parts
 32. Platforms
 33. Scored perfectly
 34. One’s essence 
 35. Strikes with a 

firm blow

 38. Makes tractors
 39. Music term
 40. Lack of energy
 44. Vestments
 45. __ and feathers
 46. Total
 47. Gobbler
 48. One with 

Japanese 
immigrant 
parents

 49. Type of braking 
system (abbr.)

 50. Home of Rudy 
Flyer

 51. Manageable
 55. Lugged
 57. Irritated
 58. Sea eagles
 59. Warm seasons

CLUES DOWN
  1. About visual 

sense
  2. Part of a horse’s 

saddle
  3. In a way, 

interchanged
  4. Rocker’s 

accessory
  5. Very important 

person
  6. It precedes two
  7. Flavored
  8. Musical notes
  9. String instrument 

(slang)
 10. Mister
 11. Fine, light linen 

fabric
 12. Absence of 

bacteria
 16. Discounts
 17. Area units
 18. A description of 

one’s life
 22. Gazelles
 25. Plumbing fixture
 27. Makes 

especially happy
 28. One side of 

something 
many-sided

 29. Frosts 

 30. Defunct 
monetary unit of 
Guinea

 32. Female animal 
species

 34. School terms
 35. Written law
 36. Unpleasant 

aroma
 37. Nuclear weapon
 38. One who 

challenges
 40. Opposite of first
 41. Able to be 

utilized
 42. Less interesting
 43. Implants
 45. Canister
 48. Gestures
 51. After B
 52. Romanian 

monetary unit
 53. Long-term 

memory
 54. Cash machine
 56. The Volunteer 

State

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

not trigger the increases until your 2026 
Medicare premiums. A change to your 
Medicare premium might also result 
in a change to your net Social Security 
payment at that time since Medicare is 
automatically deducted from your Social 
Security payment. 

Also depending on the amount with-
drawn, you may have to pay an additional 
amount on top of your Medicare Part D 
premium. The Part D adjustment amount 
is calculated based on a percentage of 
the Part D national base beneficiary pre-

mium, not on a percentage of the plan 
premium.   

The Social Security Administration 
mails letters to beneficiaries, who current-
ly pay a Part B Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount and, according to 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, are in a Part D plan. The letter 
explains the additional Part D amount and 
how exactly Social Security will collect 
it. You can contact SSA at 1-800-772-
1213 or your local SSA agency if you 
have any further questions about your 
Part D IRMAA premium.

The Association Mature Citizens 

Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for AMAC. 

I received an email from a Belchertown 
resident, she said, “I have had a whip-
poor-will in my yard for about a 

month.”
She also said, “I hear the call every 

morning around 4 a.m.and in the evening 
around 9 p.m.  I have not had one for the 
past 10 years and am quite lucky to have 
again.” 

She said she lives in a quiet neigh-
borhood and she was wondering if any 
other folks have them. She is fortunate. 
It has been many years since I heard the 
call of the whip-poor-will. 

The whip-poor-will is ten inches 
long and are mostly heard calling in the 
evening. It is a brownish to dusk col-
ored bird, which blends in well with 

its surroundings. In flight, the rounded 
wings and long tail are visible. They eat 
aerial insects and feed mostly at night 
on moths. They are nocturnal and rest 
during the day. They also eat beetles and 
grasshoppers. 

The whip-poor-will nest on the 
woodland floor and lays two white eggs 
with gray or brown spots. Their call is 
“whip-poor will,” with emphasis on the 
last syllable. They inhabit open woods, 
canyons and dry, brushy areas.

Green heron and more
My daughter saw a green heron fly 

across Route 32 in Ware, near the power 
supply at the town line on Thursday, June 

27. It landed in a small, swampy area. 
Green herons unlike the great blue and 
blue heron has a short neck and legs. 
They have a blue-green back, reddish 
brown neck and chest and a long, pointed 
bill. 

The week before she saw a family 
of raccoons near the pond across from 
Church Street. The little ones frolicked in 
the grass; it was the cutest thing. She also 
saw a pileated woodpecker at the Lucy 
Stone Park in Warren on a new section of 
trail. She said, “It flew ahead and landed 
on a tree. I’ve never seen one so close 
before.” On June 29, she saw a pair of 
cedar waxwings at Hardwick Pond.

Loon facts
The Loon Preservation Committee 

provided this interesting information in 
one of their newsletters.

“Loons diving to deeper depths tend 
to spend more time underwater than 
those diving in more shallow areas. In 
a study of loons using Lake Michigan 
as a stopover site during fall migration, 
Kenow et al. (2018) found that loons 
diving to depths of 131 feet were spend-
ing, on average, 139 seconds, over two 

minutes, underwater per dive. In con-
trast, loons diving to depths of 65 feet in 
that study were spending less time under 
water per dive, 87 seconds, on average.”

The article also said, “It can be dif-
ficult to quantify the absolute maximum 
amount of time that a loon can spend 
underwater, as loons likely have no need 
to test their limits during normal bouts 
of foraging. While there have been anec-
dotal reports of loons spending up to 
five minutes at a time underwater, the 
maximum documented dive duration that 
we were able to find in the published 
literature for loons was 219 seconds or 
3.65 minutes. However, given that the 
loon that was documented making this 
dive was doing so in the process of nor-
mal foraging, it is possible (and likely) 
that under duress, loons may be able to 
stay under even longer, perhaps up to the 
fabled five minutes, or even more.”

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message at 
extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

 In The News ◗

in my

By Ellenor Downer

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 11, 2024. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 12.

SECURITY, from page 4 GARDEN, from page 4

ety.  It is deep pink and darker at the 
base. “Blue Bird” is unique, sky blue 
with a red center.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. 
For 32 years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist at Old 
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to poui-
mette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Whip-poor-will
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS ..........

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 7/11/24-7/17/24

$299

lb
USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ...

$233 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGH 10 OZ ...................

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW EASY PEELED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 1 LB BAG ...................

$222
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
TURKEY BREAST $399

lb

lb
$139

$335
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED
PORK BUTT STRIPS .............

SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ............. lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN NEAPOLITAN

CHEESE PIZZA 14 OZ ..................... $199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$599
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

$499

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$239
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASSORTED 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ............. BEEF

TENDERLOIN
$989

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED
CHICKEN BREAST ................. lb

$299

$279
lb

BEEF 
BACK RIBS

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

CUT
FREE

Tuesday Night 
6:30pm

Pitch Night
$5.00 per person

Wednesday Night 
5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ
$10.00 per person 
Friday Night 

5-7pm
Steaks & Chops

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 12pm - 8pm

Saturday, 
July 13

Charlie 
Bongiovi

Friday, 
July 12

Michael 
David

Saturday, 
July 20
The 

Healys

Friday, 
July 19

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in-
sertion, nor will be li-
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the 
advertisement.

The whole day ended with a block 
party and resource fair in the HHS parking 
lot. 

Throughout the day the youth had the 
opportunity to earn and win prizes for par-
ticipating in the conference. 

Two of the bigger prizes included a 
new laptop and a new tv. 

Additionally, there were scholarships 
of $1,000 given out to four seniors who 
stood out throughout the conference. 

“Our whole goal was to give prizes to 
those who participate, who speak out, who 
want to be heard,” Martinez said. 

Enlace was inspired to do this con-
ference as they wanted to encourage more 
leadership from youth in the community 
and allow youth to shine. 

“When we were looking back at the 
leaders in Holyoke and what made the 
most diverse city council we’ve ever had,” 
Martinez said. “We wanted to know what 
impacted them to be in leadership and 
we saw that most of them were on the 
Holyoke Youth Commission when they 
were in high school.”

Enlace, specifically the Community 
Empowerment Lab (the youth department 
of Enlace) had done a survey with about 
400 youth in Holyoke. 

Through the survey they found that 
many did not understand the leadership 
structure of the city. They hoped that this 
conference would help to grow the youth’s 
understanding of leadership and how they 
can become leaders in their community. 

Additionally, they hoped that 
through this conference youth in Western 
Massachusetts would be able to connect 
with one another and grow their under-
standing of each other. 

“We really wanted to get them in one 
room so they could understand that we all 

go through these different issues togeth-
er and we really wanted them to come 
together and build community within all 
these different communities,” Martinez 
said. 

Enlace was grateful to the Print Shop 
in Holyoke, Holyoke Media, Holyoke 
Police Department, Holyoke Public 
Schools, the Executive Office of Housing 
and Economic Development, teh City of 
Holyoke Community Block Grant, Mass 
Hire Holyoke and the Public Health 
Organization for all their support in putting 
together this conference. 

They plan to hold this conference 
again next year, and to see it grow and 
improve even beyond what it was this year. 

YOUTH, from page 1

Enlace de Familias held a youth conference for teens all over Western Massachusetts. 	 Turley photos by Quinn Suomala 

The staff got involved in some of the fun and danced along to the Cupid Shuffle. 
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HOLYOKE – Blue Sox 
third baseman Kollin Ritchie 
joined Valley last Saturday for 
his first game of the season.

Ritchie led the way for 
Valley with a two-run 418-
foot home run and an RBI 
double en route to a 11-2 
victory against the Sanford 
Mainers. 

Valley hitters walked 
three times in the first two 
innings, but they couldn’t 
come around and score. 
Sanford walked twice in the 
first two and also failed to 
score. The first hit came in 
the third inning on a Caleb 
Shpur single.

In the third, Logan Hugo 
led off with a walk and scored 
on a Jay Bant single to make 
it 1-0 Valley.

Valley opened the game 
wide open in the bottom of 
the fifth. The first five bat-
ters of the inning all reached 
base and scored. Newcomer 
Connor Misch hit a two-RBI 
single. Valley tacked on three 
runs in the sixth, capitalized 
by Ritchie’s two-run home 
run. 

Jared Davis hit a home 
run to left field and made it 
10-2. But that’s all Sanford 
could muster up. Valley 
scored one more in the bot-
tom of the eight to make it 
11-2.

Second baseman Mike 
O’Conor continues to see the 
ball well as he extended his 

hitting streak to 14 games.  
Blue Sox starter Gregory 

Shaw earned the win after 
going five innings of one 
hit ball. He walked five and 
struck out just one. On the 
other side, Mainers starter 
Colton Trisch went three plus 
innings and gave up one run 
on two hits. The southpaw 
also walked five hitters but 
recorded zero strikeouts. 

Blue Sox beat Mountaineers
T h e  V e r m o n t 

Mountaineers (16-6) walked 
into last Friday’s game with 
a 10-2 record since June 15, 
and holding the best record in 
the NECBL. The Valley Blue 
Sox on the other hand, after 
finding a possible turnaround 
in their season, found them-
selves on a five-game losing 
streak. Holding a 2-0 sea-
son lead over Valley as well, 
Vermont looked to finish off 
the sweep and extend the 
Valley losing streak. 

In  the  ear ly  going, 
the Mountaineers contin-
ued their narrative. Led by 
David Michael Jefferson, the 
Mountaineers jumped out 
to an early 4-0 lead, and the 
Blue Sox trends telegraphed 
how the game would result. 

Yet this game was dif-
ferent than the few in recent 
memory. After David Case 
was pulled in the fourth 

S O U T H  H A D L E Y 
– On Wednesday, June 26, 
South Hadley High School 
hosted more than a dozen 
field hockey squads made 
up of players from several 
area high schools. 

Among the participants 
are Agawam, Belchertown, 
South Hadley, Holyoke, 
Quaboag, and Minnechaug. 

Teams participating in 
the league are playing short 
games every Wednesday for 
several weeks in an effort to 
get more repetitions prior to 
the fall season. 

There is also hope more 
high school players will 
come try out the game.

New player leads 
to Blue Sox win

Siobhan Armstrong tries to get around a defender. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

See BLUE SOX, page 9

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

Kylie Blaha looks for a pass.

Lyara Rodriguez watches in goal. Kylie Blaha tries to shoot around a defender.

Field hockey summer campaign Field hockey summer campaign 
opensopens

Sam Allen 
slides into third 
base safely for 
PeoplesBank.
Turley photos by 
David Henry

PeoplesBank takes down Tigers
By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE – Since losing 
back-to-back games to Hilltown 
Tents at the beginning of the 
Tri-County League regular sea-

son, PeoplesBank has been on 
a roll. 

PeoplesBank, who have 
won a total of 18 TCL cham-
pionship titles since 1995, won 
their sixth consecutive game 
following a 6-2 victory over the 

Chicopee Falls Tigers at Cougar 
Field, which is located on the 
Holyoke Community College 
campus, last Tuesday night.

“We were able to score a 
couple of runs with some time-

See TRICOUNTY, page 8
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ly two out base hits in tonight’s game. 
Our pitchers also pitched well, said 
PeoplesBank player/coach Joe Ferry. 
“We now have a week off and we’ll fin-
ish the regular season with a bunch of 
home games.” 

PeoplesBank, who posted an 11-1 
win over the Tigers down the street at 
Mackenzie Stadium on June 18, entered 
their week off with a 7-2 overall record.

Lefthander James Flahive was 
scheduled to be the PeoplesBank starting 
pitcher in the second meeting of the reg-
ular season against the Tigers (6-4). He 
arrived to the field late and righty Mikey 
Rivera was the opener for the visiting 
team. 

“Jimmy had a prior engagement, and 
he didn’t have his normal pregame rou-
tine,” said Ferry, who’s the PeoplesBank 
starting left fielder. “In my opinion, not 

only is he the best pitcher on our team 
during the past three years, but he’s prob-
ably the best pitcher in this league this 
year. 

Rivera allowed a leadoff single to 
centerfielder Travis Kagan in the bottom 
of the first inning before retiring the next 
three Tigers batters.

“Mikey is a new player on our team, 
and he had the honor of pitching the first 
inning,” Ferry said. “He’s fitting in very 
well with us.”     

Flahive, who was the winning pitch-
er, took over on the mound at the start 
of the second inning. He pitched the 
next five innings allowing two runs (one 
earned) on six hits with 10 strikeouts and 
no walks.  Veteran righty Danny Gaines 
allowed only a double in the seventh 
inning.

The Tigers also used three pitchers 
in the game.       

Righty Brendan Fournier made his 
first start of the season for the Tigers. 

“This was the first time that Brendan 
pitched in a game for us this season,” 
said Tigers player/coach Ryan Magni, 
who’s also the baseball coach at Holyoke 
Community College. “I thought he 
pitched well in the first three innings.” 

After not allowing any runs in the 
first two innings, Fournier, who also 
pitched at Chicopee High School, got 
himself into a jam with two-outs in the 

top of the third inning. 
Centerfielder Seth Allen began 

the two-out rally by blasting a double 
to deep centerfield. Then catcher Pete 
Hogan was hit-by-a pitch and right field-
er Johny Gegetskas drew a walk which 
loaded the bases. First baseman Dustin 
Brisson drove home two runs with a hard 
groundball single into right field. 

Brisson, who played college baseball 
at Central Florida, was selected in the 
15th round of the 2000 MLB draft by the 
Boston Red Sox. He played in 345 career 
minor league games without being called 
up by a major league team.

With two-outs in the following 
frame, PeoplesBank pinch-hitter Kyle 
Platner delivered a two-run single to 
right field off righty relief pitcher Evan 
Dougherty increasing the lead to 4-0. 

The Tigers broke the ice when first 
baseman Austin Leclerec, who played 
high school baseball at Pathfinder Tech, 
blasted a home run over the left field 
fence.

After Allen hit a double that 
bounced off the left field fence leading 
off the fifth inning, Gegetskas smashed a 
two-run homer over the right field fence, 
which increased the PeoplesBank lead to 
6-1. 

It was the first home run of the sea-
son for Gegetskas, who played college 
baseball at Westfield State University.  

The Tigers scored an unearned run 
with two outs in the bottom of the sixth.

Righthander Race Drobiak pitched 
the final two final innings for the home 
team without allowing a run.  

The third meeting of the regular sea-
son between the two squads is slated to 
take place at Mackenzie Stadium on July 
16.

TRICOUNTY, from page 7

LUDLOW – During the past two 
weeks, the Western Mass. Pioneers picked 
up more wins, defeating Albany Rush 4-1, 
Black Rock FC 1-0, and last Saturday, 
defeated Boston City 5-0 to go to 10-1-1 

on the season. Their only loss this sea-
son came against the Seacoast Phantoms. 
Their tie is against Vermont Green, who 
they will meet in their final regular season 
game this Saturday, July 13 at 7 p.m.

Pioneers holding steady
◗  Sports

Scott Testori looks for a header.

Johnny Gegetskas rounds third after hitting 
a home run out to right field.

Dustin Brisson, of Wilbraham, catches the 
ball at first.

Ryan Magni looks to field a grounder to 
short.

Austin LeClerc, of Palmer, catches an out at first base for the Tigers. Turley photos by David Henry

Camilo Comi changes direction to 
avoid the opposing defense.

Santiago Blasco Gomez looks 
to keep the ball away from an 
opponent.

Aidan Kelly makes his way up the field.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com Gianluca Cersosimo socks a goal kick away.
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inning, after starting the first four 
giving up four runs off six hits, Will 
Newell and Chris Torres stepped in 
and led the Blue Sox charge. Newell 
pitched three and Torres the final two, 
they gave up a combined 0 hits and 
0 runs with six strikeouts each. An 
unbelievable display of relief pitch-
ing from the Blue Sox, when their 
strength was needed most in a season 
defining game, it showed true.

This spark was all the offense 
needed as well, with Michael Toth 
leading the charge in the top of the 
seventh inning, the Blue Sox scored 

four straight to tie the game. In the 
following inning, Chase Jans hit 
a double to bring Kyle Hennington 
home, giving the Blue Sox the lead 
they finished with. 

In a gritty win to say the least, it’s 
one that will be looked highly upon as 
the season progresses. After crossing 
the halfway mark of the season, the 
Valley Blue Sox find themselves just 
a half game back now on the Bristol 
Blues for the West division crown. It 
will be interesting as the two teams 
still have 4 head-to-head matchups 
yet to come, but for now the Valley 
spirits must be high as ever, with hope 
pumped back into their season.

BLUE SOX, from page 7

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

 Public Notices ◗
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
August 13, 2024 at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
83639398493; CALL IN 1 
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning 
Ordinance, a Special Permit 
for Dimensional Reg in a DR 
District (Section 8.8.4), sub-
mitted by OneHolyoke CDC, 
for 150-152 East Dwight St, 
(035-02-002).

APPLICANT: 
Michael Moriarty

PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch

07/19, 07/26/2024 

PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
August 13, 2024 at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
83639398493; CALL IN 1 
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning 
Ordinance, a Special Permit 
for a Parking Reduction 
(Sec 6.1.7), submitted by 
OneHolyoke CDC, for 150-
152 East Dwight St, (035-02-
002).

APPLICANT: 
Michael Moriarty

PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch

07/12, 0719/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0197CA 
In the matter of: 

Luis Israel Figueroa, Jr.
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Adult has been filed 
by Luis Israel Figueroa, Jr. 
of Holyoke, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Luis Israel Reyes
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 07/26/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  June 28, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/12/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD16P0227GD

In the interests of: 
Carmen Pena 

formerly of Holyoke, MA 
now of: Chicopee, MA

RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/

Protected Person
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO EXPAND THE

POWERS OF
A GUARDIAN

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Dept of Developmental 
Services of Springfield, MA 
in the above captioned matter 
requesting that the court:

Expand the powers of a 
Guardian of the Respondent.

The petition asks the court 
to make a determination that 
the powers of the Guardian 
should be expanded, modi-
fied, or limited since the time 
of the appointment. The orig-
inal petition is on file with the 
court.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 07/25/2024. 
This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, action 
may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
affidavit stating the specif-
ic facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: June 26, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/12/2024

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

THOMPSON, CT  –  Excitement 
returned to the high banks of Thompson 
Speedway for the second of three rounds 
of Thursday Night Thunder on June 27 
in the quiet corner of Connecticut. In 
their first 50-lap, $3,000-to-win show-
down of the season, Danny Cates 
quickly took off to lead the start of the 
Thompson Sunoco Modified feature. 
Both the competition, and the patience, 
was fierce with the field running nose-
to-tail, biding their time for the right 
space to make a move.

Two-time winner Jon Puleo was 
the first, launching around Cates in turn 
three and powering through turn four to 
steal the early lead. Keith Rocco began 
stalking Puleo, making his move to lead 
lap 8 but Puleo held strong, jumping 
under the multi-time Thompson champ 

to take back the lead with the cross-
over. The battle continued until mechan-
ical issues forced Puleo out of the race, 
giving Rocco the lead all the way to 
the checkered flags. Rocco’s machine 
would be disqualified in post-race tech-
nical inspection giving rookie Isaiah 
Newcomb his first Thompson Sunoco 
Modified win followed by Cates and 
Josh Carey in the top-three.

The Late Model division went green 
to checkered with Kulwicki Driver 
Development Program (KDDP) final-
ist Derek Gluchacki leading all 25 laps 
ahead of the pack. Ryan Morgan contin-
ued his consistent and competitive sea-
son to finish second with fellow former 
Thompson champion Brian Tagg taking 
third. Windham, Maine’s Cole Robie and 
Riverside, Rhode Island’s Connor Souza 

joined in to round out the top-five.
Sixteen strong, the Street Stocks 

began the evening’s racing action, run-
ning clean and green until the halfway 
point of their 20-lap main event when 
Scott Sundeen and Austin Flanagan 
made contact in turn two with both cars 
being towed off for the night. One final 
late caution for a spinning ‘Leadfoot’ 
Larry Barnett couldn’t slow the dogfight 
between Ryan Waterman and Corey 
Fanning in the final circuits. Post-race 
technical inspection removed Waterman, 
Fanning and Aaron Plemons from their 
top-five finishes giving Jason Chicolas 
the win with Brent Gleason and Tyler 
Cinamella rounding out the top-three.

After the AZ Roofing SK Light 
Modifieds were plagued by cautions 
early in their feature event, young point 

leader Tyler Chapman worked through 
the field to lead the final 21 circuits 
with Nick Hovey and Meghan Fuller 
rounding out the podium. Similarly, the 
Mini Stocks also had a rough start with 
defending champion Jared Roy quickly 
sifting things out to take the lead and the 
win with Ryan Pomposelli and Richard 
LaFlesh joining him in victory lane.

Thursday Night Thunder  is back at 
Thompson Speedway for the third and 
final time in 2024 on Thursday, July 25 
headlined by the $3,000-to-win, Twisted 
Tea Midsummer 50 for the Thompson 
Sunoco Modifieds! Along with the 
Thompson Sunoco Modified 50-lap-
per, the Late Models, AZ Roofing SK 
Light Modifieds, Street Stocks and Mini 
Stocks are back in action on Thursday, 
July 25 with a 6:00pm Post Time!

Rookie gets win in ‘Thursday Night Thunder’
 Sports ◗

autumnautumn
2024

SEPTEMBER 2024 magazine

A SPECIAL 
SUPPLEMENT TO

WWW.TURLEY.COM

Fall Foliage
Scenic Tours
Apple Orchards
Family Fun
Pumpkin Patches

Local Autumn
Activities,

Day Trips &
Family Fun

Your Guide for

Place your adPlace your ad
in New England’sin New England’s

Autumn Activity GuideAutumn Activity Guide
ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14ADVERTISING DEADLINE IS AUGUST 14

Reserve Your Ad Today! Call 413.283.8393
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COUNTERTOP DISHWASHER, 
attaches to sink faucet. Fits 10 plates, 
glasses and utensils. $150. Call 978-
799-9096.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

ESTATE SALE
ESTATE SALE 

213 RIVER STREET,
THORNDIKE.

Sat.-Sun., July 13-14, 8am-4pm. 
Mid Century bedroom sets, Temple 
Stuart dining room set with hutch, liv-
ing room set, Mid Century Zenith ste-
reo, Yorktown, Pfaltzgraff dishes, and 
Westmoreland Milk Glass, and much 
more.

FIREWOOD
BUNDLES - KILN DRIED 

FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle!

  Pick up at Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,

Hampden MA 01036

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00

Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for 

outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED CORDWOOD. Call 
617-759-2182.

FOR SALE
• 14’ step ladder
• Radial arm table saw
• Hydraulic conduit benders
• Portable grinders 7” & 12”
• Wire pullers
• Assorted Knock out Punches

413-658-8535/413-967-5065

RED BRIDGE BAIT
1129 East St., Ludlow

Shiners, worms, tackle. Beer and 
ice. Hours: Wed.-Thurs. 7am-3pm; 
Fri. 7am-5pm; Sat. 6am-3pm; Sun 
6am-1pm. Closed Mon.-Tues. 413-
589-7957

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND 

OLD STUFF WANTED.
BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games, 
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines, 
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates, beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET CLEANING steam meth-
od starting at $89 per room. Stain and 
odor removal. Quotes available. Call 
Superior Floor Solutions, 413-323-
4760.

ELECTRICIAN
ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master 
Electrician on staff. Call for all your 
electrical needs. No job too small. Se-
nior citizen and Veteran Discount. A 
veteran owned company. MA License 
#8101A1. Call John at (413)206-
6509

EXCAVATING
COMPLETE SITE WORK. Resi-
dential and commercial. Specializing 
in Title 5 septic repair and installation. 
Lussier Excavating, 774-696-
1292. email: gigluss@mail.com

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed 
and insured.  Please call Brendan 
(413) 687-5552

INSTRUCTION
BALLROOM DANCE

Private lessons for couples, wedding, 
date, time and reirees! Summer spe-
cial! Fun, easy, and relaxing – swing, 
tango, plus...Call Brian 413-265-
6993.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN 
LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation

Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PAVING
STANLEY AND SONS PAVING. 
Driveways, parking lots, roadways, 
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount, 
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
free estimates, fully insured w/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR

WE GET RESULTS!

Post your 
job openings 

in our 
classifieds. 

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOON
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SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMP
GRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

BOATS
18 FOOT STINGRAY BOAT, 
115hp Suzuki motor, trailer bought July 
2023. About 75 hours. $10,000, like 
new. 239-728-7886.

ASSISTANT MECHANIC
The Assistant Mechanic, works under 
the Mechanic to repair and maintain a 
wide variety of mechanical equipment 
throughout the company.
Skills needed (but are not limited to): 
Air brake knowledge, hydraulic knowl-
edge, small engine repairs, welding, 
and fabricating (body work skills a 
plus). Must own your own tools. CDL 
a plus but not required; Self-motivat-
ed, committed only need apply. Back-
ground checks, driver records and 
drug testing required. This is a full time 
position. Email resume and interest to 
admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168. 

VACUUM SWEEPER OPERATOR
3rd shift sweeper operator – operate 
vacuum sweeper at various route sites. 
Experience preferred but not required.  
No CDL required. MUST obtain a DOT 
card and have a clean driving record 
and be dependable.  Will train qualified 
applicants. Email resume and interest 
to admin@jrsweeping.com or call 
413-786-2168.

LAND FOR SALE
HAMILTON LAKE, HOLLAND, 
MA. Small private surveyed 41 ft. 
waterfront lot with boat launch. Dock 
and picnic table area. Quiet dead end 
Brandon St. Unused swimming ROW. 
Jim 508-868-6157, Peg 508-
723-3433. $25,000. Taxes $224 year.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

HELP WANTEDSERVICES REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE

HELP WANTED
Executive Driver Needed
Responsibilities include maintaining a personal and 
professional schedule, coordinating meetings and 

events. Must be reliable and arrive at appointments 
on time. The ideal candidate must have exceptional 
communication and interpersonal skills and must be 

incredibly organized with a strong work ethic. 
Send resume and cover letter to 

alessiacruz45@gmail.com for details.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

413.283.8393 • classifieds@turley.com
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The tour is expected to be 2.5 
miles long and it is the ninth annual 
canal tour in Holyoke.

“We walk from the first level 
canal to the second and we talk about 
the power stations in the canal, the 
mills that still exist and any of the 
spillways,” Comeau said. “We fin-
ish by going up to the Pulaski Park 
in Holyoke which is where you can 
see the keyhouse of the canal, where 
the Connecticut River comes into the 
canal.”

This tour has always been rather 
popular, according to Comeau, as peo-
ple enjoy learning about how the canal 
works and about some of the history 
around the canal. 

Comeau also plans to have 
a High Street Walking Tour 
on a Saturday in mid to late 
October. Comeau believes 
that this will occur on the 
same day as Doors Open 
Holyoke at Holyoke City 
Hall. 

This will be his third 
time going up and down 
High Street on a tour. He 
hopes to talk about the histo-
ry of some of the old buildings 
along the street. 

On top of all of this Comeau plans 
to have the third annual A House in 
Holyoke through Time. This presen-
tation will be focused on the Lovering 
Schoolhouse and will be on Monday, 
Nov. 18 from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at 
Holyoke Public Library. 

“Every year I choose a new house 
and I research and I talk about who 
lived there or what institutions were 
there and I try to show people how 
those institutions or families helped to 
develop Holyoke,” Comeau said. 

In addition to these events he 
also has two planned summer pro-

grams in Chicopee. 
He plans to do a presentation at 

Chicopee Library on Tuesday, July 
16. It will be focused on the six power 
canals on the Chicopee River. 

“I go through each of the historical 
canals, I describe each one, how they’re 
built, what mills were put in place to 
use that power and what has happened 
to them,” Comeau said. 

He also plans to do a Chicopee 
Canal Tour on Saturday, Aug. 31 at 
10 a.m. The tour will kick off at the 
Chicopee Library parking lot and 
then the people will drive down to the 
Chicopee River. 

“I point out along the way all of the 
mills, all of the power canal structures 
and the worker homes that were built…
and at the very end a park that was 

made special by the canal com-
pany,” Comeau said. 

Comeau  has  been 
doing tours in the area 
for nine years now and 
he enjoys the experi-
ence, as not only does 
he get to help others 
learn about their local 

h is tory,  but  he  a lso 
learns a lot himself. 

In the future, Comeau 
hopes to be able to continue to 

grow his tours and open them up to 
different communities. 

All of his public tours are either 
sponsored by local cultural councils or 
by local libraries, so he hopes to get 
more communities on board with his 
programs. 

He plans to spend the summer 
researching different communities, 
including Agawam, Longmeadow and 
Springfield so that he can try to expand 
his offerings to them as well. 

To keep updated about the different 
tours Comeau will offer, go to his web-
site at http://www.holyokecanaltour.
org/2024-tours/. 
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out to the community. 
“We’re really interested in connect-

ing with families in the communities that 
we serve,” Popkin said. “We represent 
a lot of folks who live in Holyoke and 
we’re always trying to make sure we’re 
reaching as many people as possible.”

While at the summer reading kick-off 
families were encouraged to sign up for 
the summer reading program. 

Kids, teens and adults were all wel-
come to sign up. 

Children get a sticker for every 30 
minutes they read. They can log their 
reading and turn the log in once a week at 
the library to get a prize. 

They will also get chances through-
out the summer to scratch-off a ticket and 
earn a special prize, such as musical diego 
dino, rock painting and crystal creations. 

Teens get a raffle ticket for every 30 
minutes they read and for each library 
program they attend that they can use to 
enter for prizes, including gift cards, art 
kits and games. 

Teen Librarian Robin Siniaho 
encourages all kids and teens to sign up 
for summer reading. 

“It keeps children’s minds engaged 
over the summer while school is out, it 
promotes literacy and it promotes families 
reading together,” she said. 

Adults who sign up will receive a 
reading log where they can log a book 
they read, a brief review of the book and a 
rating for the book. 

For each reading log they turn in, 
adults earn 10 raffle tickets that they can 
use to try for prizes. The big prize for the 

summer is a Kindle Fire.
Additionally, throughout the summer 

there will be programs for kids, teens and 
adults. 

The kid events include story time at 
the children’s museum, learning to knit 
and crochet and karaoke. 

There is also a “Poop Museum” 
where children can learn about the sci-
ence behind defecation. 

“It’s the science of defecation,” 
Children’s Librarian Nathan Hayes said. 
“Kids can find out things like what is the 
only animal that can defecate any color…
it’s just fun science for kids.”

The teen events include crafting, 
BattleBots and a Movie Matinee. Siniaho 
looks forward to BattleBots. 

“A place called mobile quest is com-
ing and they help you build your own 
robot and program it and then they’ll fight 
each other,” Siniaho said. 

There will also be two local authors 
coming in as part of the adult program-
ming. The authors are Angela Grout and 
Jessica Hogan. 

Even if you are not interested in the 
programs by the library, the staff still 
encourage people to come and spend 
some time. 

“People should come down to the 
library this summer,” Siniaho said. “It’s a 
great way to beat the heat, you can charge 
your phones, you can use our wifi, you 
can hop on the computers, play games, do 
arts and crafts, it’s a great way to spend a 
hot, summer day.”

To keep updated about the programs 
offered by the library, go to the library 
website at https://www.holyokelibrary.
org/. 
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Attorneys Molly Jane Thomas and Julia Popkin from 
Community Legal Aid were at the Holyoke Library Summer 
Reading Kick-off to give information about their organization.

People lined up to sign up for summer reading. 
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala 

Children were able to play a variety of yard games at the 
Summer Reading Kick-off.

Those who attended the Summer Reading Kick-off were able to get free ice cream. Families came to Holyoke Public Library for their Summer Reading Kick-off. 


