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come logez‘ber z‘o lay wreaths §

The Army wreath is laid.

AGAWAM - On
Saturday, Dec. 13, Wreaths
Across America Day was cel-
ebrated at Agawam Veterans
Memorial Cemetery.
Agawam is the region’s only
veterans cemetery. Volunteers
and Veterans organiza-
tions from all over Western
Massachusetts spent the
morning laying wreaths on
all the graves at the massive
cemetery. The main sponsors
of the event were King Gray
Coach Lines and Six Flags
New England, which is up
the street from the cemetery.
The event featured ceremo-
nial wreath laying for the
six branches of the mili-
tary as well as the Merchant
Marines, Prisoners of War,
and the Gold Star Families.
Volunteers are invited to
assist with Wreaths Out Day
on Wednesday, Jan. 15, 2026
at 8:30 a.m. to collect the
wreaths.

RIGHT: Kaci Mack
prepares to lay a
wreath during the
opening ceremony.

SEE MORE PHOTOS

Wreaths appear on all the graves in this section.

volunteer»sM
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Council
president
declares
she will be
re-elected

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Current
Holyoke City Council
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti recently issued
a press
release
declaring
she had
secured
enough
votes
to be
re-elect-
ed as

CO“% cil " council President
president  fegea Murphy-
when the Romboletti
legisla-

tive body convenes at their
first meeting of 2026, which
will follow the inauguration.

Murphy-Romboletti was
elected two years ago by a
very narrow margin, securing
the presidency 7-6. The city
council was largely divided
during her first time in the
leadership role, something
she is hoping to change.

She is the first council
president in some time to
publicly declare that she has
the votes for re-election, but
feels confident in that deci-
sion.

“I don’t think making
the announcement is bold,
rather, it sends a strong mes-
sage of my intentions and
helps set the expectations
of continuity,” Murphy-
Romboletti said. “Securing
the votes for president will
allow me to expeditiously
announce committee assign-
ments in early January,
allowing for subcommittees
to continue meeting with-
out delay. Historically com-

See RE-ELECTED, page 2

City Council
to elect

a vice
president

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - For the
first time, the Holyoke City
Council will elect a vice
president after they made a
rule change 18 months ago
to establish the position
within its ranks.

The change was made
through the council rules
and did not require a char-
ter change, according to
Council President Tessa
Murphy-Romboletti, who
recently announced she has
secured the votes to have a
second term as the president
of the council (see related
story).

For years, the council,
which is the legislative body
of the city government, has
operated with a president
only, with usually the eldest
or most experienced member
of the council serving as a
backup to run a meeting if
the council president was not

See VICE PRESIDENT, page 2

Second branch of Catie’s Closet
opens in local public schools

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Last
Wednesday, another rib-
bon was cut at Peck Middle
School as the nonprofit
organization Catie’s Close
opened up a branch at the
new building.

Holyoke already has a
branch located at Lawrence
School.

Jennifer Rowe, pro-
gram director for Catie’s
Closet, said the program
is focus on providing stu-
dents what they need in a
judgement-free environment
and making sure they have
access to things when they
are needed.

“We have had a lot of
success with the location
at Lawrence,” Rowe said.
“And we thought there
would be a good need for
items for children at the
middle school level.”

Superintendent
Anthony Soto agreed, say-
ing he was pleased to see a
branch of the closet open at
Peck.

“We have had a great
relationship with Catie’s
Closet,” Soto said. “They

have helped out in a number
of ways. Most recently, they
were a big help con-
necting students
with clothing
and needs fol-
lowing the
fires.”

While
the physical
locations
of Catie’s
Closet are
located at -
Lawrence and o,
Peck, Rowe said
anyone who needs
assistance with clothing and
other needs can get in touch
and they will connected
with help.

Holyoke Public Schools
added more information
about the new agreement for
Peck.

Catie’s Closet has
been operating inside H.B.
Lawrence Elementary since
2021, helping to remove
barriers to learning for the
school’s 350 students and
empowering them with dig-
nity, comfort, and confi-
dence.

Under this recently
signed agreement, HPS will
open additional Closets in

catie’s closet

(st 18 dooF B0
righ

2026, with the long-term
goal of establishing a Closet
in all district schools in
need. This expan-
sion follows the
school dis-
trict’s recent
emergence
from state
receivership.
HPS Interim

Superintendent

et Anthony Soto

has worked closely

with Catie’s Closet to
ensure the partnership will
strengthen equity, support,
and opportunities among all
students. This commitment
aligns with one of the dis-
trict’s primary priorities for
the current school year: stu-
dent belonging and well-be-
ing.

“We have seen how
valuable Catie’s Closet
has been for our Lawrence
Elementary students and
their families over the past
four years that it has been in
operation there,” Mr. Soto
said. “We very much appre-
ciate being able to open this
new Catie’s Closet for our
Peck Middle School stu-

dents. We know that having
access to clothing and other
basic necessities helps our
students feel more confi-
dent and better prepared for
school every day.”

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce Director Lisa Toty delivers
remarks and pledges to assist the closet in its mission.

Since 2010, Catie’s
Closet has partnered with
schools and social ser-
vice agencies across

See CATIE’S CLOSET, page 6
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Hibernians announce Irish Cultural award winners

The Presidents of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians
(Joe O’Connor) and Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians
(Mary O’Connor) have
announced the winners of
the Hibernian Irish Cultural
Awards for 2026 at Hamel’s
Banquet Hall in Holyoke
on Thursday, Dec. 4. All
Awardees will march in the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade
March 22, 2026.

The Highest Award
given is the Christian Charity
Award and Sister Betsy
Sullivan SSJ was select-
ed for her leadership with
the Sisters. She will accept
the award on behalf of the
Sisters of St Joseph who
for over 375 years have
sought to improve the lives
of the people of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties and
beyond. The Award will be
presented at the Hibernian
Annual Communion
Breakfast March 15, 2026-
venue to be determined. Past
recipients of this prestigious
Award include: Barbara
Bernard, Sr. Kathleen
Keating, SSJ, Father Mark
Mengel, Monsignor David
Joyce, Brenda Lamagdeleine,
Jim Kelly, Owen Donohue,

Karen Blanchard, and Sister
Margaret Mc Cleary SP.

The Man of The Year
Award “Mr. Hibernian” 2026
will go to Hibernian Jordan
Lemieux. The Award is given
to that member who truly
lives by the Hibernian Motto
of Friendship, Unity and True
Christian Charity. The Award
will be given at the Hibernian
Irish Night in Holyoke at the
Log Cabin on Feb. 28, 2026.
Also, The Woman of the Year
Award “Ms. Hibernian” 2026
is Catherine Kit Collamore of
Holyoke.

Sister Betsy is cur-
rently President of the SSJ
Congregation. She is orig-
inally from Hungry Hill
in Springfield, Mass. and
both her parents come from
County Kerry. After graduat-
ing from Cathedral High in
1962, she entered the Sisters
of St Joseph and has given 63
years of service to the com-
munity as an educator, social
worker, health care provider,
health administrator, assisting
the Sisters of Providence, and
patient advocate. Moreover,
Betsy’s sister, Eileen joined
the SSJ in 1967.

From a tiny group in
Le Puy France in 1620, six

sisters decided to help the
poor and this was the begin-
ning of the congregation
of the Sisters of St Joseph-
ministering to the sick and
teaching children. During
the French Revolution, many
members were suppressed for
their religious beliefs and 5
were martyred at the guillo-

tine.

In 1880 the sisters came
to Springfield (coincident-
ly the same year the AOH
was chartered in Holyoke).
The sisters continued good
works and were founders of
Our Lady of Elms College,
assisted residents at York
Street jail, assisted with reli-

Submitted photo
Mr. Hibernian Jordan Lamieux, Ladies President Mary 0’Connor, Christian Charity Award winner Sister
Betsy Sullivan SSJ, Hibernian President Joe 0’Connor, and Ms. Hibernian Catherine Collamore.

gious ed., parish work health
care, justice work, social
work, helped the poor, and
assisted immigrant families,
and established a homework
house.

The mission contin-
ues, “to unite neighbor with
neighbor, with God, without
distinction that all may be

one.” The Hibernians salute
the Sisters for their 375 years
of service!

Jordan M. Lemieux,
Mr. Hibernian 2026- Born
in Holyoke in the Elmwood
Section. He attended HCC
and joined the Air Force/
National Guard 1976-1989
and received a degree in
Business Administration
and Management. He was
a 32year veteran of the
Holyoke Fire Dept. retiring
in 2014. He has been most
valuable to the Hibernian
Organization since 1998
assisting us with his tech-
nological talents. He loves
spending time with his family
and grandchildren.

Jordan rushed to 911 to
help at Ground Zero with a
crew from Western Mass. His
job was to counsel New York
firefighters.

Catherine Kit Collamore
is the Financial Secretary
for the Ladies Ancient Order
of Hibernians Division 2.
Kit has been active with the
Ladies group and has creat-
ed the Children’s Christmas
Party and assists with the
Scholarship and Kates
Kitchen.

Brain Health,
Dementia
Prevention
Jan.5

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will offer
the program “Brain Health
and Dementia Prevention”
on Monday, Jan. 5 at 10
a.m. at RiverMills Center,
located at 5 W. Main Street.

Join the Arbors for
the presentation on brain
health and dementia pre-
vention. During this work-
shop, you will get an over-
view on Dementia, what it
is and the different types
of dementia. You will
also learn if memory loss
is a normal part of aging
and what the difference
is between normal for-
getfulness and potential
Alzheimer’s forgetfulness.
You will also learn about
brain health and how to
keep your mind sharp. You
must register in advance at
RiverMills or by calling
534-3698.

Museum announces return of
‘Penguin Plunge’ on Jan. 24

WESTFIELD - Amelia
Park Children’s Museum
announces the return of the
Penguin Plunge to be held
on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026,
at 1 p.m. at Hampton Ponds
State Park, Westfield MA.
Check-in begins at 11:30
a.m. Proceeds from the
Penguin Plunge will benefit
the museum.

“The Penguin Plunge is
a long-standing tradition in
Westfield. We are very excit-
ed that we’re able to host the
Penguin Plunge in 2026.”
said Diane Chambers,
Executive Director of the
museum. “We want to
make this event a Plunge
for the record books!” A
member of the founding
board, Chambers, explains
that interest in the museum
is at an all-time high. “We
are seeing a tremendous
increase in the number of
visitors we serve. Please join

Luke Matthew Sabourin

March 18, 2025
Parents: Matthew and Amanda Sabourin, Belchertown
Grandparents: Allan and Joanne Beauregard, Belchertown
Diane Sabourin, Chicopee
Trish Sabourin and the late Dave Sabourin, Holyoke
Great Grandmother: GiGi, Holyoke
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us as we work to enhance
our facility and programs to
continue serving our com-
munity’s growing needs.”
Through the years partic-
ipants and sponsors of the
Plunge have helped to raise
over $370,000 to support
Amelia Park Children’s
Museum.

Plunge participants may
join as an individual or as
a team. Each participant
pledges to raise a minimum
of $75 from friends and
family and is encouraged to
collect as many sponsors as
possible. Those under the
age of 18 will receive a reg-
istration discount of $25.

There are monetary
prizes of “cold hard cash”
for the top three individuals
or teams that raise the most
money; first place - $300,
second place - $200, third
place - $100.

A costume contest is

part of the fun, and partic-
ipants are encouraged to
come dressed creatively.
There will be prizes for Best
Individual Costume and Best
Team Costume.

Register in advance
online or at the Plunge on
the day of the event from
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Participants will receive a
free 2026 Penguin Plunge
T-shirt (while supplies last).

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties, registration and pledge
forms are available via the
museum website https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.
org/penguin-plunge or can
be picked up at the museum.

Don’t want to jump in
the water? No worries! Be
a spectator and cheer on
the brave participants. Hot
chocolate, coffee, s’mores
and other refreshments will
be available to keep every-
one warm.

Wesley George LaPlante

December 21, 2024
Parents: Krysta and Giles LaPlante, Belchertown
Sibling: Hayden Theresa LaPlante
Grandparents: Karin and George Howard, Belchertown
Judy and David LaPlante, Granby
Carol and Joseph Remillard, Belchertown

RE 'ELE C TED, from page 1

mittee assignments are not
announced until the third or
even fourth week of January,
which only delays our ability
for subcommittees to meet
and continue the important
and time sensitive work that
our city desperately needs us
to get done. I know all too
well that change can be hard
for some folks in our city,
but I will continue to serve in
the same way I did in my last
term - making the decisions
that I believe keep the city’s
best interest at heart.”

She said she is not con-
cerned the vote will not go
her way.

“I have spent the last
month taking the time to
meet with many councilors
to discuss my intentions and
ask for their votes for presi-
dent,” she said. “While cer-
tainly nothing is official until
votes are cast, I feel confi-
dent that I have more than
the seven votes needed to be
president.”

Murphy-Romboletti did
not elaborate on the coun-
cil members whose votes she
has secured and did not say
exactly how many votes she
believed she had.

She did she was not
aware of any other council-
or or councilor-elect who is
going after the presidency as
well.

Murphy-Romboletti said
a focus of her next term as
president will be improv-
ing cohesiveness among the
group, and planned to invite
council on a retreat to help
unite the body.

“While the concept of a
City Council retreat may be

a new notion for many coun-
cilors, this is not a new con-
cept,” she said. “Many other
municipalities host this kind
of exercise, and I am actual-
ly following the lead of our
School Committee and the
Mayor’s Department Heads
who have done something
similar. We are in the pro-
cess of figuring out a date
in late February or early
March that works for as
many Councilors as possible
and ideally it will be hosted
at a neutral location like the
Holyoke Public Library.

“The purpose of the
retreat is simple: to get to
know one another, share
our personal motivations
for serving, and spend some
time brainstorming goals and
priorities for the term ahead.
My hope is that this will help
set a strong, collaborative
foundation as we begin our
work together.

She said the retreat
will be posted to the pub-
lic because it will be a
gathering of potentially
the majority of the coun-
cil, constituting a quorum
and thus invoking the rules
of the Open Meeting Law.
“As I always do with my
decisions, I have done my
research on how other public
bodies are able to host simi-
lar retreats that fully adhere
to the Open Meeting Law,”
Murphy-Romboletti said.
“This means the agenda will
be posted to the public, we
will stick to the topics listed
in the agenda, and while the
retreat will not be recorded,
it will be open to the public
to attend if they so choose.”

VICE P RESIDEN 7; from page 1

otherwise available.
Murphy-Romboletti is
looking forward to having a
vice president to work with
and supported having one.
“We discussed this topic
at length publicly in the
Council’s Charter and Rules
subcommittee, of which
I have been a member of
for the last four years,” she
said. “The rule change was
approved by the full coun-
cil in June of 2024. There is
no need for a charter change
as this is a parliamentary
position that is empowered
to run the meeting when the
president is absent or has
to recuse themselves. I've
always been of the opinion
that we can always change
the rule if we find a vice

president is not needed or
does not work well for the
body.”

While Murphy-
Romboletti has been vocal
about seeking another term
as president, she says no one
on the council has specifical-
ly declared taking a run at the
new vice president position.

“I have heard some
councilors express interest,”
she said. “I’m not really sure
who it will be, but we do
have a lot of councilors who
would do a great job filling
that role.”

The first council vice
president will be elected
when the council convenes
following the swearing-in
ceremony in early January.
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The Greater Holyoke Chamber of Commerce is presenting an ornament series.

1

Chamber releases ‘Holyoke Memories’
Commemorative Ornament Series

Series features
four designs

HOLYOKE - The
Greater Holyoke Chamber of
Commerce is proud to present
a revitalization of “Holyoke
Memories,” a commemora-
tive ornament series dedicated
to celebrating the city’s rich
history and iconic landmarks.
This meaningful collection
invites residents and enthusi-
asts to honor Holyoke’s dis-
tinctive heritage through cher-
ished local symbols.

The series features four
intricately designed orna-
ments, each representing a
significant piece of the city’s
past. The collection includes
tributes to the beloved
Mountain Park, the historic
Kenilworth Castle, the cel-
ebrated St. Patrick’s Day
Road Race and the venerable
Soldier’s Home. Please note:
inventory for both Mountain
Park and St. Patrick’s Day
Road Race ornaments is lim-
ited, which means availability
of the overall series is limited

as well. Each ornament serves
as a miniature keepsake of
these important local institu-
tions.

This initiative not only
offers beautiful decorations
but also acts as a means of
preserving and sharing the
stories that have shaped the
Holyoke community for
generations. The “Holyoke
Memories” ornament series
is now available for pur-
chase, both online and at the
Holyoke Farmers’ Market,
located at the Holyoke
Council on Aging, Senior
Center every Tuesday from 9
a.m. to 12 p.m. Community
members can choose to order
ornaments online for conve-
nient pick-up at the market
or opt for shipping, with an
additional fee applied for
delivery. This collection pres-
ents a wonderful opportunity
to own a piece of local history
or to share civic pride with
others through a thoughtful
gift.

All four ornaments can
be viewed and purchased
online through the Holyoke

Chamber’s official shop. To
explore the collection and
secure these timeless keep-
sakes, please visit Greater

Submitted photos

Holyoke Chamber Store
https://holyokechamber.
square.site/

HCC opens registration for Spring 2026 noncredit classes

HOLYOKE — Holyoke
Community College has
opened registration for its
Spring 2026 catalog of non-
credit personal enrichment
and professional develop-
ment classes.

The spring calendar
begins Jan. 12, with individ-
ual classes running on differ-
ent schedules throughout the
semester.

New next semester is a
series of classes for seniors
focused on basic technolo-
gy. Each one-hour class is
available for just $20 and
cover a wide range of sub-

jects, including Windows
11, Microsoft Word,
Microsoft Excel, Microsoft
PowerPoint, Canva (for
graphic design), Artificial
Intelligence, Zoom, smart-
phone use (Android or
iPhone), managing and edit-
ing photos, document stor-
age, web browsers, and com-
puter scams.

Other classes for spring
include cooking (Caribbean,
charcuterie, Puerto Rican,
Southern), wine tasting
(winter reds, Tuscany, New
Zealand, Rose, summer
wines), sewing (for begin-

ners), sewing (machine),
watercolor painting, acryl-
ic painting, drawing, piano,
conversational French, con-
versational Spanish, music
technology, voiceover
coaching, financial literacy,
retirement planning, K-12
education (professional
development), writing and
publishing (fiction, nonfic-
tion, screenwriting, short sto-
ries, query letters, mysteries,
travel, blogs), ChatGPT, how
to launch a pet-sitting and
dog-walking business, and
Quickbooks.

Most classes meet in

NAMI holding calendar raffle fundraiser

HOLYOKE - NAMI-
WM is holding a calen-
dar raffle fundraiser for
February 2026. Participants
will pay $15 for a chance to
win prizes awarded each day
of the month. These prizes
include gift cards to various
local businesses, and cash
prizes.

Through our fundrais-

ing, we are able to raise
awareness and provide
essential education, advo-
cacy, support groups and
programs throughout your
Western Mass area.

Mental health support
and awareness has become
an increasingly important
issue with all of the changes
in the world. Our dedication

and commitment to mental
health awareness and sup-
port within our communi-
ties is vital. Our Board of
Directors, along with our
dedicated staff, colleagues
and volunteers work togeth-
er with an ongoing goal to
get our services, advocacy
and assistance out into the
community.

Georgetown, Maine

the Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce
Development on the
main HCC campus, 303
Homestead Ave. Cooking
and wine-tasting class-
es meet at the HCC MGM
Culinary Arts Institute, 164
Race St. Some classes meet
over Zoom.

To see complete spring
course listings and schedules,
or to register, please visit
hcc.edu/bes.

More classes will be
added as spring approaches.
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Purchase a photo that
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Mixed Media

Exhibit

coming to Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum
is excited to announce
the upcoming exhibit
Metamorphosis, opening
Jan. 6, 2026. This exhibit
features artists who have
attended one or more of
the artist sessions held at
Wistariahurst Museum.
These sessions, led by art-
ist and volunteer Linda
Devine, serve as a way for
local artists to network,
share their work with one
another, and develop as
artists. The artist sessions
have been held month-
ly since January of 2025,
and the group of artists
has strengthened their
skills each session. To cel-
ebrate the growth these
artists have made over
the past year, they will
be exhibiting their work
in Wistariahurst’s gal-
lery. Metamorphosis has
a theme of change, which
each artist has interpreted
their own way through sev-
eral mediums, from paint-

ing and sculpture, to writ-
ing. Artists express themes
of personal change, chang-
es in nature, fashion, cul-
ture, and more.

Artists featured in this
exhibit include J. Arthur
Birth, Natasha Colon Ortiz,
Linda Devine, Lydia E
Freytes Rodriguez, Emily
Munsell, Maureen Naff,
Catalina Rojas, Whit
Kilpatrick Russell, Carolyn
Ruszala, Deborah Skelly,
Darlene Swiszcz, Chuck
Collins, and Mike Worden.

The opening recep-
tion of Metamorphosis
will be held on Tuesday,
Jan. 6, from 4:30 to 6:30
p-m. Wistariahurst is an
artist-friendly space that
encourages creativity and
supports the growth of
this region’s artists. Open
Gallery Hours will be held
from Jan. 6 through Feb.
24 on Mondays (10 a.m. to
2 p.m.) and Tuesdays (4:30
to 6:30 p.m.), which will
also be free and open to the
public.

Cradles to Crayons
places local drop box

HOLYOKE - While
many children head out to
sled or build a snowman
with friends, others face
clothing insecurity and
lack access to coats, warm
clothing layers, gloves, and
boots to stay warm during
these weather extremes.

Cradles to Crayons
needs winter weather gear.
Can you help us by sharing
an urgent plea with your
audience?

Cradles to Crayons
Gear Up for Winter initia-
tive aims to provide 50,000
coats to children living in
low-income and home-
less situations across
Massachusetts so they can
stay warm and feel pre-
pared for the winter weath-
er.

“As winter begins,
one in three children
in Massachusetts don’t
have the winter clothing
they need,” said Alicia
Kabir, Executive Director
of Cradles to Crayons
Massachusetts. “As fam-
ilies juggle the costs of
housing, heat and food,
their budgets are stretched

to the limits. Cradles
to Crayons Gear up for
Winter will help provide
warm clothing like coats,
boots, and hats so local
families have one less
expense to worry about,”
she added.

Thousands of families
rely on Cradles to Crayons
to keep their kids warm
during New England’s
harsh winter weather.
This need includes cloth-
ing items, boots, hats,
gloves, and coats. We need
more donations to meet
the growing need across
Massachusetts this year.

Cradles to Crayons
has donation drop box
locations in your area
where we accept new or
gently used clothing items:

e Old Navy store in
Holyoke- 50 Holyoke
Street Holyoke, MA

* Old Navy store in
Hadley- 335 Russell
Street Hadley, MA

e Lander Grinspoon
Elementary School-
257 Prospect St
Northampton, MA

_Plow contractors wanted
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CHICOPEE .

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

HOLYOKE - With

\ winter nearing, the

Department of Public
Works is seeking individ-
uals to assist city plow
operators in the 2025-2026
winter season. Qualified
individuals with the prop-
er equipment are encour-
aged to apply in person
at: DPW, 63 Canal Street,
Holyoke
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2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week

207-607-9333

GOLD Is At An All-Time High!

10% 25% Extra

Extra Cash When You Use Your
When Cashing In GOLD Towards
Your GOLD A New Purchase

. Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
2 www.hannoushma.com i =
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Why won’t Social Security
give me my benefits?

Dear Rusty:

I called the Social
Security office, as well
as went with my husband
when he went to collect his
Social Security. Because
I work full-time at about
$800/week, they said I
could not file for my Social
Security. Yet I seem to read
articles all the time about
people doing so.

My husband just filed
for his benefits and is now
collecting them. Out of
the two of us, his Social
Security will be larger.
Please advise me.

Signed: Wanting
my Benefits

Dear Wanting
my Benefits:

If you have not yet
reached your SS Full
Retirement Age and you
are working full time, you
are likely being affect-
ed by Social Security’s
Annual Earnings Test,
which limits how much
you can earn while collect-
ing Social Security prior
to your FRA. Your FRA
is somewhere between
66 and 67, depending on
when you were born. The
annual earnings limit for
those collecting SS bene-
fits prior to FRA in 2025
is $23,400 (changes year-
ly) and, if that is exceeded,
Social Security will take
away benefits equal to $1
for every $2 you are over
the limit. If you applied for
your benefits and are still
working, and were denied,
it’s likely because Social
Security determined that
your current annual earn-
ings considerably exceed
the earnings limit and, thus,
you cannot collect benefits.
That’s because the penal-
ty for exceeding the limit
would be more than your
benefit amount.

FYI, the earnings limit
will go away when you
reach your full retirement
age so, after FRA, you can
claim your benefits even if
you are still working. Or
if you stop working before
your FRA you can collect
your SS benefits at that
time.

None of this means
you are losing money,
because your monthly SS
payment will continue to
grow until you later claim

(e.g., after you stop work-
ing, or only work part-
time), or until you reach
70 years of age. When you
later claim, your monthly
benefit will be higher and,
depending on your longev-
ity, you may recover what
you didn’t get now because
you are working. And that
includes both your own SS
retirement benefit and any
spousal boost you may be
entitled to from your hus-
band.

So, my suggestion
is this: as long as you are
working full time and
exceeding Social Security’s
annual earnings limit,
continue to wait to claim
your Social Security.
Then, when you reach
your full retirement age —
again, between 66 and 67,
depending on the year you
were born or if you stop
working before that, go
ahead and apply for Social
Security again.

At that time, your
application will be
approved, and you will be
awarded your own earned
SS retirement amount plus
any additional amount you
may be due as your hus-
band’s spouse. To be enti-
tled to a spousal boost from
your husband, your own
FRA entitlement must be
less than 50% of your hus-
band’s FRA entitlement.
But the amount you get will
be reduced if you claim
before your full retirement
age.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes
election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun wel-
comes readers to participate
in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to
the editor for publication on
these pages. Letters of up to
250 words from local resi-
dents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be
sent to The Holyoke Sun,
care of Turley Publications,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-
1977 or emailed to thesun@
turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number
for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters
must be received by noon
Monday to be considered
for that Friday’s newspa-
per. No attack letters will be
printed. No letters written
by candidates supporting
their own candidacy will
be printed. If the volume
of letters received is larg-
er than the space available
in the newspaper, or if the
letters become repetitive,
the newspaper reserves the

right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorse-
ment letters will be printed
in the last edition before the
election.

For more information,
call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its elec-
tion coverage, the news-
paper plans to print sto-
ries about contested races
for Congress, state Senate,
state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up
to the election, as well as
a question-and-answer vot-
ers guide. In order to ensure
fairness to all candidates,
no political press releases
will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political ral-
lies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish
to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and
events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about
paid advertising in The
Holyoke Sun.
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Yes, Virginia, There is a Santa Claus

By Francis P. Church
in 1897

Dear Editor,

I am 8 years old. Some
of my little friends say that
there is no Santa Claus. Papa
says “If you see it in the Sun,
it is so.” Please tell me the
truth, is there a Santa Claus?

Virginia

Your little friends are
wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of
a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see.
They think that nothing can
be which is not comprehensi-
ble by their little minds.

All minds, Virginia,
whether they be men’s or
children’s, are little. In this
great universe of ours, man
is a mere insect, an ant, in his
intellect, as compared with
the boundless world about
him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping
the whole of truth and knowl-
edge.

Yes, Virginia, there is
a Santa Claus. He exists as

certainly as love and gener-
osity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound
and give to our life its highest
beauty and joy.

Alas! How dreary would
be the world if there were
no Santa Claus! It would be
as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no
childlike faith then, no poetry,
no romance to make tolera-
ble this existence. We should
have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The eternal
light with which childhood
fills the world would be extin-
guished.

Not believe in Santa
Claus? You might as well not
believe in fairies! You might
get your Papa to hire men to
watch all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa
Claus, but even if they did
not see Santa Claus coming
down, what would that prove?

Nobody sees Santa
Claus, but that is no sign that
there is no Santa Claus The
most real things in the world
are those that neither chil-
dren nor men can see.

Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn?
Of course not, but that’s no
proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders that
are unseen and unseeable in
the world.

You tear apart the baby’s
rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is
a veil covering the unseen
world which not the stron-
gest man, or even the united
strength of all the strongest
men that ever lived, could
tear apart. Only faith, fancy,
poetry, love, romance, can
push aside that curtain and
view and picture the super-
natural beauty and glory
beyond.

Is it all real? Ah,
Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else as real
and abiding.

No Santa Claus? Thank
God he lives and he lives for-
ever. A thousand years from
now, maybe 10 times 10,000
years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the hearts
of children.

Iconic Christmas tree benefits
Habitat for Humanity

he season of giving
is here and in true
community spirit,

many will say no one does
Christmastime quite like
New York City or Habitat
for Humanity. Each year, a
Norway Spruce is donated,
decorated, and displayed out-
side of Rockefeller Center in
Manhattan. After the tree is
taken down in the New Year,
the trunk is milled into lum-
ber and donated to Habitat
for Humanity International
(HFHI) where it will be used
for a future build.

The partnership between
Real Estate Company
Tishman Speyer, which owns
and operates Rockefeller
Center, and HFHI formed
in 2007. The collaboration
inspired “The Carpenter’s
Gift,” by David Rubel, a chil-
dren’s book that follows the
journey of a young boy who
wished for a decent home
and how it comes true in an
unexpected way. Books are
available for $10 each at
Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity (GSHFH) by
calling (413) 739-5503.

“The heartwarming tale
told in ‘The Carpenter’s Gift’
brings together — through
beautiful illustrations and a
moving, multi-generation-
al story — two great tradi-
tions: the Rockefeller Center
tree and the neighbor-help-
ing-neighbor program of
Habitat for Humanity,” said
late President James “Jimmy”
Carter in a previous inter-
view. “The tree annually
brightens the Christmas sea-
son for millions who see it.
Habitat houses brighten the

lives of families all over the
world — for those who live
in them and those who build
them.”

Since 2007, trees have
been harvested from and
used in Mid-Atlantic and
New England states, with
the exception of the first
tree. That spruce came from
Connecticut, and its lumber
was used in Mississippi.

This year’s Norway
Spruce hails from East
Greenbush, a suburb of
Albany, New York. It’s 74
feet tall, 45 feet wide, and
weighs roughly 11 tons.

The tree is topped with
more than 50,000 multi-col-
ored lights and 5 miles
of wire wrapped around it.
A three-dimensional star,
designed by architect Daniel
Libeskind in 2018, is perched
on top. The star weighs
approximately 900 pounds,
has 70 spikes, and is covered
in 3 million crystals.

“That’s so cool,” said
Trina Winans, Greater
Springfield Habitat volunteer
and supporter.

GSHFH intern
Shlosser agreed.

“That is a very kind and
generous thing,” he said. “I'm
very thankful for it because
it means another family will
have the wood needed for a
home.”

The tree caught
Rockefeller Center head gar-
dener Erik Pauze’s attention
after a picture of the spruce
reached him via a Rockefeller
Center security supervisor.
Erik visited the tree at Judy
Russ’s family property in
East Greenbush.

Nate

“As soon as I saw it, |
knew it was perfect,” Erik
said.

Erik returned to the Russ
property several times to
water and care for the tree.

The spruce arrived at
Rockefeller Center on Nov. 8.

The 2025 Rockefeller
Center Christmas tree is lit
daily from 5am to midnight
until mid-January 2026 when
it’s turned off at 10pm. There
are a few exceptions. On
Christmas Day, the tree is lit
for 24 hours. On New Year’s
Eve, it is lit from 5am to 9pm.

Read The Sun online at www.sun.turley.com
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In The News

Turning clutter into visual peace this holiday season
Tl W Fo |
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By Emily-Rose Pappas
Staff Writer
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
With the holidays coming
up and gifts are purchased
for friends and family, its
important to also consider
how much room you have
for these new items in your
homes. Oftentimes, the idea
of decluttering or organizing
a home can be daunting or
stressful, especially when
one does not know where to
begin.

For Allegra Haupt,
decluttering became a source
of real peace as she looked at
the reduction of clutter as a
reduction of visible stressors

“With the holidays
approaching, and the poten-
tial onslaught of new material
items in the house, there is
often a frenzied tucking away
of things and preparing guest
rooms. Fine. Don’t sweat it or
worry about the “big declut-
tering.” Instead, and more
importantly, focus on ‘soul
decluttering.” Take a moment
to sit down in the room that
your family or guests will be
inhabiting,” said Haupt.

Paying attention to one’s
physical environment is
important, as it allows you to
consider your space and what
you already have, and how
it can ultimately affect your
inward peace and, for many,

their anxiety or other mental
health-related struggles.

Haupt explained that the
positioning of an object can
portray a message to the peo-
ple who see it, right down to
the placement of a vase of
flowers, a childhood toy, or
something else. She took this,
and her experiences growing
up in a chaotic environment
to create a space that creates
peace.

And thus came an inspi-
ration to begin her own busi-
ness that teaches people how
to organize and declutter
spaces, called Creating Joyful
Spaces.

“As I got older, I contin-
ued to pay attention to phys-
ical environments and beau-
ty, and the ways in which
many people have dreams,
yet are stuck in the process
of creating spaces that reflect
them,” said Haupt. “I started
the business because I know
that I can help other people
transform their spaces, and
doing so brings me tremen-
dous joy.”

Haupt works in a
Montessori classroom, and
also as a campus chaplain,
and through her time in col-
lege, where she learned
in her anthropology class,
which focused on setting up
physical spaces to maximize
human interactions, and how
to show the most informa-
tion with the least amount of
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visual clutter. Decluttering
became a way for her to help
people.

“It is a means to an
end, and the end is Joy and
Lightness. What I really love
is people. As we work togeth-
er to remove layers of “stuff,”
my hope is that individuals

find space to become ‘their
truest selves.” The work of
taking things away and then
highlighting the important
items often allows people to
see themselves more clearly,”
said Haupt.

While not all of the stuff
in your home is considered

clutter, Haupt’s first step to
any decluttering journey is
to “step into a room in your
house and consider how
you feel,” and decide if that
item still serves you, wheth-
er for aesthetics, usefulness,
or for the memories it holds.
Decluttering can be hard for
these reasons, but as you
remove it, Haupt encourages
people to think of how it will
make someone else feel.

Following Marie Kondo,
a well-known author teaching
people how to declutter, start-
ing with categories makes
decluttering less daunting and
a lot easier. Clothing is the
easiest to declutter, as we can
easily remove clothes that no
longer fit us. Special items
can be dealt with separately.

“Also, categories aside,
if a specific pile is really
weighing on you, start there.
The energy you will gain
from dealing with it will like-
ly fuel more decluttering,”
said Haupt.

On your decluttering
journey, you may even find
repeats of items like a ran-
dom fifth set of nail clippers.
Whatever you find, declut-
tering your home and living
simply can greatly improve
your life and mental health.

“I strongly believe that
a simpler life, in which we
spend less time managing
‘stuff’ and more time enjoy-
ing people, leads to greater

happiness. The time spent
-and the stress involved-
getting the house ready for
guests could actually be spent
with friends,” said Haupt.

Decluttering is a free-
ing process that changes the
focus on the items in your
home from a clutter point
of view to something that
reflects you as a person, and
your inner thoughts. A tidy
space can help a racing mind.

“I have never had anyone
say, “I regret doing that proj-
ect.” Most say the work has
continued to have very sig-
nificant ramifications: a feel-
ing of lightness, the ability
to make decisions, decreased
family stress, and energy and
motivation to continue the
work,” said Haupt.

You can learn more
about her business, Creating
Joyful Spaces, at www.creat-
ingjoyfulspaces.com, where
she teaches people how to
beautify, downsize, and stage
their homes, supporting them
in whatever project they are
undertaking.

Consider looking at
decluttering this season and
consider it alongside the real
meaning of the holiday sea-
son: gratefulness and time
meant to be spent with loved
ones, not how much more
“stuff” you may receive or
gift.

Baystate Health announces Voluntary Separation Program to support transformation efforts

SPRINGFIELD -
Baystate Health is committed
to delivering exceptional care
to western Massachusetts
while strengthening our long-
term stability. Over the past
year, our collective transfor-
mation work has strength-
ened Baystate Health in
meaningful ways, allowing
us to reinvest in our peo-
ple, technology, and patient
care. Thanks to these efforts,
we’ve made important prog-
ress, and we must now sus-
tain our momentum through
continued financial transfor-
mation.

Like many health sys-
tems nationwide, we’ve faced

significant financial pres-
sures from rising labor costs,
inflation, and reimbursement
challenges. Addressing these
realities is essential to con-
tinue investing in our peo-
ple, services, and facilities.
As we plan for our future, we
face new challenges, includ-
ing external pressures such
as the One Big Beautiful Bill,
which is creating additional
headwinds for health systems
across the country.

In light of these fac-
tors, we are taking proactive
steps to position Baystate
Health for long-term stabil-
ity and success by introduc-
ing a Voluntary Separation

Program across Baystate
Health and its subsidiar-
ies, including Health New
England. This program offers
eligible employees in non-di-
rect patient care areas the
option to voluntarily separate
with financial support, help-
ing us responsibly manage
costs and align our workforce
with future needs. We contin-
ue to significantly recruit and
hire physicians, Advanced
Practice Providers and bed-
side caregivers to support the
health needs of our commu-
nities.

This voluntary program
is designed to minimize the
need for other workforce

reductions. We recognize
how personal this decision is
and are approaching it with
empathy, respect, and trans-
parency. We’re committed to
providing clear communica-
tion and resources to support

employees during this tran-
sition.

This initiative is part of
Baystate Health’s broader
multi-year transformation to
achieve operational excel-
lence, strengthen our finan-

cial foundation, and ensure
we can continue our mission:
improving the health of our
communities every day, with
quality and compassion.

Rev. Duy Le

OFFICE HOURS:

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

Blessed Sacrament Parish

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

CHURCH

\\l /

AN

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DIRECTORY -/~

Your 5%
community

CLUES ACROSS

1. Light cavalry

5. Coconut palms

10. Rounded knob

14. Central Japan city

15. Sandwiches

16. Shape produced by a
curve

17. Ancient region in
modern-day Syria

18. French modernist
painter

19. Grandmother

38. Evil spirit

39. Monetary units

40. Partner to cheese

41. About Sun

42. Group of like-minded
people

43. After B

44. Seaside room

45, Recipe measurement

46. Partly digested food

47. Flat-faced dog

48. People of southern
Africa

CLUES DOWN

1. Two-toed sloth

2. Fat from a pig’s abdomen

3. Romanian city

4. Specifies

5. Rounded, glaciated valley

6. Spoke

7. Collection of sacred
books

8. Extravagantly theatrical

9. Very fast airplane

10. Forearm hones

34. Chemical ring

36. The bill in a restaurant

37. Car mechanics group

38. One-time presidential
candidate Dole

40. Health care for the aged

41. Wise persons

43. Passage with access at
one end

44. Make a wound

46. America’s spies

47. Roof of the mouth

20. Mammary gland of
cattle

22. Rocky peak

23. Secret plan

24. Songs to one’s lover

27. More (Spanish)

30. Father

31. Chinese principle
underlying the universe

32. Ballplayer's accessory

35. Together

37. A person’s brother or
sister

49, Salts
52. Beard lichens

63. Italian seaport
64. Longtime late night host

69. Body part

11. Ancient kingdom
12. Legitimate: __fide
13. Semitransparent

55. Sanders is one gemstone
56. Fencing sword 21. Counsels
60. Ethnic group of Albania  23. Head honcho
61. Metric weight unit 25. Gool!

26. Touch lightly
27 Extract money via

65. Extremely angry taxation

66. Miami mascot 28. Dyes

67. Mid-month day 29. Cloying sweetness
68. Marked for omission 32. Sodas

33. Coastal village in Guam

49. Plants of the lily family

50. Pinkish-red color

51. Vaccine developer

52. Mottled citrus fruit

53. A place to store garden
tools

54. Rare goose native to
Hawaii

57. Popular Hollywood pig

58. Musician Clapton

59. A move exposing one to
danger

61. Historic Spanish soldier

62. CNN's founder

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Church

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)
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» InThe News

Holiday meals and protecting your pets

By Nancy Alperson
Correspondent

was pretty excited to
Ispend Thanksgiving with

good friends. We’ve
known each other since our
oldest kids were babies. For
as long we have known them,
my house was the one that
had all of the pets, and their
house was pet-free and fur-
free. That is until their kids
grew up. Then they got a
very cute, perfectly-sized, lit-
tle goldendoodle. This year
however that goldendoo-
dle is still cute and perfect-
ly-sized but no longer little.
In fact, her perfect height
placed her nose at exactly the
same height as the tables. Of
course we were sitting at the
main table, so she could not
walk up to that without us
noticing. However, she was
able to approach the table
with cheese and crackers
that we thought were human
snacks but that she thought
were dog snacks. Although
less perfectly placed for her
height, standing on her hind
limbs also placed the count-
ers that were covered in tasty
dishes and the sink with
morsels of leftovers within
her reach as well. She thus
demonstrated an interest in
pursuing human food that our
friends had previously not
seen.

The dog has always been
sweet and quiet before this
Thanksgiving, but she also
demonstrated other new
behaviors that led our friends

to believe she must be sick.
She was barking at everyone
and cowering.

No matter how much we
love the holiday season, it
can be stressful. If you think
it is just you, go on pretty
much any online forum about
families or flip through any
magazine at the grocery
store, and you will see arti-
cles or posts about holiday
stress. There’s a lot of hustle
and bustle. There are differ-
ent foods and a much larg-
er quantity of them. There
are packages coming in from
online stores. On top of it,
there may be guests coming
to your house. If humans
find it stressful, and we know
what is happening and why,
it’s not that surprising that
our pets may find it stressful
too. In addition, depending
on your household’s holiday
traditions, there may even be
a large wooden object that
looks and smells like the
same tree that dogs would
normally pee on in the yard.

So how do we help a
dog who is no longer a tiny
puppy sleeping through
her first holiday season but
is now struggling with the
stress and responsibilities
that come with new sen-
sations, temptations, and
unexpected guests? There’s
no one magic answer, but
following your pets’ nor-
mal routines can be one of
the best ways to keep their
behaviors closer to being
routine. Make sure that you
are feeding your pets on their

regular schedules. Make sure
water is available. Give them
their regular potty breaks.
If you have a cat make sure
they have access to their lit-
terbox.

There are also several
tricks that may not be rou-
tine. If you know you are
going to have guests over
and you have a young ener-
getic dog, make sure the dog
gets extra exercise before
your guests arrive. Invest in
some good toys like Kongs
or puzzle toys that will keep
them distracted for a little
while. If sounds like door-
bells set your dog or cat off,
ask your guests to send you
a text when they get there.
You may also want to put a
note on your door to remind
them. If you were to walk
by a counter with free candy,
would you stop and take
some? 1 certainly would.
Counters and tables with
food are the pet equivalent
of a free candy counter. Your
life will be much easier if
those dishes are put up high
and away from nose level.

Some people want to
keep their pets away from
their guests, particularly
if they feel like a pet will
find the company stressful.
Don’t set your dog up for
failure. Find a quiet room
that is either dog-proof or has
their crate. The idea is to let
them stay in a room that is
just theirs. Make this room
off-limits to guests. A white
noisemaker can also help
protect the room and therefor

your pet from the stressful
sounds coming from the rest
of the house. There are prod-
ucts that can help keep pets
calm, like Feliway for cats
and Adaptil for dogs. There
are also Thundershirts, which
are special shirts that basical-
ly make your pets feel like
they are getting a big hug.

Some people do want
their pets to interact with
their guests. If this is what
you want, don’t overwhelm
your pet with too many peo-
ple at once. Think about
how you feel when you
walk into a crowded room.
It can be overwhelming and
scary. That can also be the
case for pets. Have one or
two people meet your pet
at once. If your pet is good
with receiving treats, mean-
ing they don’t snap at human
fingers, consider providing
your guests with some treats
to help jumpstart their friend-
ship with your pet. Just
make sure your pet only ends
up getting a small number of
treats.

Some people want their
dogs with them the whole
time. That’s fair as well, but
it is important to remember
that the dog will not magi-
cally know how you expect
them to behave. For exam-
ple, if you want your dog to
stay snuggled at your feet,
particularly when surround-
ed by strange people and
tasty-smelling foods, you
will probably need to work
with a dog trainer. A dog
trainer can help you set and
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A silly dog stealing some pizza.

achieve appropriate goals
with your dog. Your vet may
have some recommendations
for dog trainers in your area.

Even when you do
everything right, some pets
are just more stressed out
than others, just like some
people are more anxious than
others. If your pet seems
particularly prone to anx-
iety, you may want to find
out from your vet whether
your pet is a candidate for
medication to handle stress-
ful events.

Just like people can find
holidays a mixture of good
food, company and stress so
can our pets. Make sure to
plan ahead and think about
how you want your pets to
participate in the holidays
with you this season.

Submitted photo

Dr. Nancy Alperson is
a small animal veterinarian
and Belchertown Veterinary
Hospital in MA. She sees
dogs, cats, birds, reptiles
and small exotic compan-
ion mammals. She and her
husband live with many pets
including two golden retriev-
ers who are champions at
counter surfing and raiding
the garbage can if given the
chance.

Susan Stevens-
Blackshear is a certified vet-
erinary technician at VCA
Plainfield in CT. She has a
special interest in behavior
cases. She and her husband
also own a variety of pets
including a cat named Mr.
Peeps who is always delight-
ed to partake in any tasty
dishes.

Multiple sizes of clothing are available for males and females.

CATIE ’S CLOSE 7; from page 1

Massachusetts and New Hampshire to
help thousands of students each year.
The organization sets up free spac-
es inside schools where students can
shop for clothing, toiletries, and other

One of the hallmarks of the closet is providing toiletries and other

needs for students.
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essentials in a private, judgment-free
setting. Its expansion into Western
Massachusetts began in 2023, with the
opening of its third Distribution Center
in East Longmeadow.

“We are honored to partner with
Holyoke Public Schools at such a piv-

Superintendent Anthony Soto
speaks on the opening.

otal time,”
and co-founder of Catie’s Closet. “Our
valued partnership will give thousands
of Holyoke students greater access to
the essentials they need to thrive in
school and in life.”

said Mickey Cockrell, CEO

The ribbon is cut on the new closet.

“We know that having access
to clothing and other basic
necessities helps our students
feel more confident and
better prepared for school

every day.”

- Supt. Anthony Soto

Jennifer Rowe, program director for Catie’s Closet, talks about the

new closet at Peck.

Clothing is provided by donors and is gently used or better.
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AT RIGHT: Cosmo Bond flies to geta layup.
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Nayan Tabin eyes the Georlee Aponte
hoop for a shot. fights to geta
shot off.

night, Holyoke High School boys
basketball fell to 1-1 with a 56-48
loss against Putnam Vocational. In
the loss, Michael Medina had 16
points to lead Holyoke. Georlee
Aponte had 12 points and Julian
Fasoli added 10 points. Holyoke
hopes to rebound on Dec. 29
when the Knights face Chicopee
Comprehensive at 5:30 p.m.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

HOLYOKE - Last Thursday

AT RIGHT: Julian Fasoli gets around
and opponent and drives to the hoop.

Jackon Zorilla
goes for the
easy layup.

Adrian Gutierrez-Martin races in the freestyle event.

Ibrahim Salloum goes for the win in the individual mediey.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Maeve Healy races in the 200 freestyle.

Steven Plotniak competes in the 200 freestyle.

Michael Goudreault goes for the win in the 100 fly.

T Swim teams swept by Comp

CHICOPEE - Last
Tuesday at Chicopee
Comprehensive High
School, Holyoke High
School swimming, which
co-ops with South Hadley
and Granby, was swept by
the home team. The girls
were defeated 90-32 while
the boys fell 124-34. In the
girls meet, Maeve Healy did
get a win in the 200 free-
style. Kiersten St. Lawrence
won both the 100 freestyle
and 50 freestyle. In the boys
meet, Holyoke’s only win-
ner was Steven Plotniak in
the 200 freestyle.

Offense start slow, Knights
can’t catch Renaissance

HOLYOKE - Last
Friday evening, Holyoke
High School girls basketball
fell to Renaissance 62-46.
The Knights got off to a
slow start, falling behind
12-3 after one quarter.
Holyoke played better in the
second half, but the deficit
was too great to come all
the way back.

For Holyoke, Juliana
Pirela led the Knights with
24 points, including four
3-pointers. The Knights also
got seven points each from
Genesis Rivera and Jaelyn
Colon. Holyoke faced
Comp earlier this week and
next will host Agawam on
Tuesday, Dec. 30 at 7 p.m.

T-Birds inch closer to .500 with win at Lehigh

ALLENTOWN,
PA - The Springfield
Thunderbirds (8-11-3-2)
rode yet another phenomenal
night of goaltending and spe-
cial teams to a 3-1 win over
the Lehigh Valley Phantoms
(13-10-1-2) last Wednesday
night inside PPL Center.

In a first period devoid
of scoring on 13 combined
shots, Vadim Zherenko car-
ried over momentum from

his phenomenal outing
10 nights earlier in
Providence with eight
first-peri-
od denials,
including two
on a Phantoms
power play.

dropped the gloves with
Sawyer Boulton on
the first shift of his
AHL career
following
more than
200 profession-
al games across
Newest three leagues
T-Bird Troy before his
Murray quickly warmed T-Birds debut on Wednesday.
himself up to his teammates Springfield’s penal-
and fans, as the 28-year-old ty kill, which has operated

better than any other road
PK in the AHL, continued
its remarkable run with a
second-period clinic. The
T-Birds killed off three dis-
advantages, and on the third
of those, Chris Wagner added
his second shorthanded goal
of the season, as he circled
Aleksei Kolosov’s net and
stuffed a wraparound home

See T-BIRDS, page 8
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Offense gets going early in
Railers win over Admirals

WORCESTER -
Although they are very much
alive in the ECHL’s North
Division playoff race, they
were — for one night any-
way — the late Worcester
Railers.

They beat the Norfolk
Admirals 6-2 last Wednesday
and scored a goal in the clos-
ing seconds of all three peri-
ods. Worcester got one with
two seconds left in the first,
10 seconds go to in the sec-
ond and 2.1 ticks remaining
in the game.

Worcester’s goals were
all scored by different play-
ers. Ten different players
had points. Parker Gahegan
continued his wonderful play
in net by stopping 31 shots.
That included 16 of 17 in the
second period when Norfolk
desperately tried to get back
into a game it trailed, 4-0,
after 20 minutes.

That’s right. The Railers
had a 4-0 lead going into
the second period. That had
happened only once before
in team history, on Jan. 26,
2019 here, in what became a
5-1 victory over Adirondack.

Prior to this game
Worcester had spent most of
its first periods in survival
mode, especially at the DCU

Center.

“I think we really tried
to channel our road type
of mentality,” coach Nick
Tuzzolino said. “When you
get into this amount of games
you start pre-scouting your-
self and I was pre-scouting
us I’d probably say ‘pounce
on ‘em in the first period.

“That seems to be their
weakness.”

Riley Ginnell, Drew
Callin, Anthony Repaci and
Michael Suda scored the first
period goals. Matt DeMelis
got one in the second period,
Gleb Veremyeyv in the third.

Drew Callin was 1-2-3.
Suda was and Repaci were
both 1-1-2 and Anthony
Callin had two assists.

Jack O’Leary scored
both Norfolk goals. The
Railers did something unusu-
al to achieve the triumph.
They beat Norfolk goal-
tender Isaac Poulter, a very
good one just down from the
American Hockey League.
Prior to Friday night Poulter
had put together a streak
during which he allowed
the Railers to score just two
goals in three full games.

The first period goals
were scored by, in order,
Ginnell, Drew Callin, Repaci

and Suda.

Ginnell converted a 2
on 1 break with a short side
wrist shot from the left circle
at 5:39. Drew Callin deflect-
ed home a shot by his brother
at 10:11, Repaci took advan-
tage of a Norfolk turnover
and sizzled a wrist shot past
Poulter at 12:26, then Suda
blasted a low shot home from
55 feet away with just two
seconds left in the period.

Norfolk got one back
at 8:10 of the second peri-
od as the teams traded 2 on
1 breaks. Worcester’s came
first and when Ross Mitton
came down the right side
missed to the far post on a
wrist shot, that set up the
Admirals’ 2 on 1. O’Leary
scored at 8:10.

The Admirals were all
over the Railers for most
of the period. Just when it
looked like Worcester would
escape with the 4-1 lead,
DeMelis extended his goals
streak to four by putting a
20-footer past Poulter at
19:50 and the Railers were
up by four again.

Both teams had someone
in the penalty box so it was a
4 on 4 goal.

T'BIRDS, from page 7

at 15:57 of the middle peri-
od, making it a 1-0 game
heading into the final frame.

Zherenko kept up his
end of the bargain with nine
more stops in the second to
make it a two-period total
of 17 denials against the
Phantom attack.

The Phantoms did not
stay quiet forever, though,
as Alex Bump ripped a per-
fectly placed shot over
Zherenko’s glove hand at
3:19 of the third, tying the
score, 1-1.

a

However, the
Thunderbirds once again
proved they were not ruffled,
and just 1:58 later, moments
after Garrett Wilson commit-
ted a delay of game minor
for clearing the puck over
the glass, Alek Kaskimaki
shuffled a rebound past
Kolosov following an ini-
tial try by Calle Rosen. The
second-year Finn’s fifth goal
of the season restored the
Springfield lead, 2-1.

The penalty killers
stiffened one more time,
completing a perfect 5-for-
5 night with a man down,

Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD23P2086PM
In the Interests of:
Janat D Langevin
Of: Holyoke , MA
RESPONDENT
Incapacitated Person/
Protected Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION TO EXPAND
THE POWERS OF
A CONSERVATOR
To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by

Conservator of the Respondent.
The petition asks the court
to make a determination that the
powers of the Guardian and/or
Conservator be expanded, mod-
ified, or limited since the time
of the appointment. The original
petition is on file with the court.
You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 a.m. on the return date of
01/16/2026. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition

and with the Phantoms’ net
empty in the final minute,
Michael Buchinger lobbed a
clear all the way down and
into the yawning cage to put
the nail in the coffin.

Zherenko completed
another magnificent per-
formance with 23 stops
to secure the victory.
Springfield has now earned
points in nine of the last
10 games, and the club has
begun this five-game road
trip with three consecutive
triumphs.

Send Us Your Sports Photos!

sports@turley.com

objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: December 16, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

Rogers
recognized
by MIAA

FRANKLIN - The
MIAA recognized 21
game officials from across
the state as the 2024-2025
Game Officials of the
Year during a celebratory
banquet held Monday,
Dec, 15 at the Doubletree
Milford.

The MIAA annu-
ally recognizes the best
game officials from the
over 5,000 officials in
Massachusetts as nom-
inated by their peers.
The following individu-
als were nominated and
ultimately selected as the
best in their craft:

Among those rec-
ognized was longtime
umpire Andrew Rogers
from South Hadley.
Rogers is also the umpire
assignor for Western
Mass. high school
baseball and multiple
adult leagues as well as
American Legion summer
baseball.

New Year
Celebration
Dinner at
RiverMills
Center

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging
will host a New Year
Celebration Dinner on
Thursday, Jan. 8 at 5 p.m.
at RiverMills Center,
located at 5 W. Main
Street.

Join your friends at
RiverMills to celebrate
the new year! Enjoy a
delicious Pot Roast din-
ner while listening to a
performance by Michelle
Brooks-Thompson,
Grammy nominated
performer and finalist
on NBC’s “The Voice”
Beer, wine and non-alco-
holic beverages will be
available for purchase.
Registration for this
event is now open. You
must purchase tickets in
advance and RiverMills
Center.

Baystate Wing Hospital
recognized on national
Forbes’ Top Hospitals list

PALMER - Baystate
Health is proud to announce
that Baystate Wing Hospital
has been named to the inau-
gural Forbes’ Top Hospitals
2026 list, earning national
recognition and a four-star
ranking for delivering com-
passionate, quality, accessi-
ble care to our communities.

“It is an honor for
Baystate Wing Hospital to be
included on the Forbes Top
Hospitals list,” said Scott
Lichtenberger, MD, Chief
Operating Officer, Baystate
Health. “This achievement
reflects the remarkable dedi-
cation and hard work of our
caregivers at Baystate Wing
Hospital and our unwavering
commitment to advancing
the health of the communi-
ties.”

Forbes developed its
first-ever Top Hospitals list
to provide patients, fami-
lies, and communities with
a clear, evidence-based
resource for evaluating hos-
pital performance across the
United States. The list iden-
tifies general acute care hos-
pitals that demonstrate sus-
tained excellence in clinical
outcomes, operational best
practices, value, and patient
experience.

A central part of the
methodology is its strong
focus on clinical outcomes
- including mortality, surviv-
al, infection, and readmis-
sion rates - while accounting
for social drivers of health
to ensure fair comparisons
across regions and popula-
tions.

Of the 5,400 acute-care
hospitals eligible for con-
sideration, less than 15%
received a rating of 4 starts
or above, placing Baystate
Wing Hospital among the
top-performing hospitals in
the country.

“This recognition
affirms the strength of our
team and the culture of car-
ing that defines Baystate
Wing Hospital,” said Karli
Barrett, President and Chief
Operating Officer, Baystate
Wing Hospital. “Every day,
our caregivers go above and
beyond to ensure our patients
receive quality, compas-
sionate care close to home.
Being named to this inaugu-
ral national list is a mean-
ingful honor and a testament
to their unwavering commit-
ment to those we serve.”

The Forbes Top
Hospitals list was devel-
oped in partnership with an
advisory panel of clinicians,
researchers, health policy
leaders, and patient advo-
cates, along with Inovalon,
a healthcare data and analyt-
ics firm. The methodology
emphasizes nationally rec-
ognized standards and pri-
oritizes measurable patient
outcomes to support con-
sumers in making informed
decisions about where to
seek care.

Baystate Wing
Hospital’s inclusion on this
inaugural list reinforces
Baystate Health’s ongoing
commitment to advancing
the health of the communi-
ties it serves.

Powerback Rehab To-You
at RiverMills Center

CHICOPEE - The
Council on Aging will
host Powerback Rehab for
Physical Therapy appoint-
ment every Monday start-
ing Jan. 5 at 10 a.m. at
RiverMills Center, located
at 5 W. Main Street.

Powerback Rehab
To-You is a mobile thera-
py program that brings care
directly to you! Powerback
Rehab will be at RiverMills

Center for appointments to
help your recovery whether
dealing with a recent inju-
ry chronic pain or seeking
performance enhancement.
These appointments are
free. This program is open
to members 55 and older.
There are limited appoint-
ments, SO you must register
in advance at RiverMills or
by calling 534-3698.
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EARLY DEADLINES

FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

¢ New Year's will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in
¥ N TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:

Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
% e Country Journal ® The Register ® Wilbraham-Hampden Times
e Agawam Advertiser News

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
e Sentinel ® The Journal Register
e Ware River News e Barre Gazette

o

Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue i -
e Quaboag Current ® Town Reminder !
e The Holyoke Sun e Chicopee Register ~
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Roger Langevin of Holyoke, to filing the written appearance, 12/26/2025
MA in the above captioned mat-  you or your attorney must file a
ter requesting that the court: written affidavit stating the spe- %
Expand the powers of a cific facts and grounds of your
The Holyoke Sun ujt AN €lojclo|s uimiB|oO
OBITUARY POLICY NESSUET EINUETHEEER  ENERuEES
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Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries. E EINJA S
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing D D T
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral E
date and place. s s
The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death A
notice information of their own choice and may P G
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid S clA E|ls
Obituaries should' be submitted through a UlsINIEIlA clolL slalelelRr
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.
G|H|E |G C|A|R|A B|A|R]|I
Exceptions will be made only when the family LIEIN|O | RIlAIlT I B |1 S
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
| D|E|S D E|L|E N|E|C|K
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PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com




Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS 1

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

DRY FIREWOOD
Oak/maple, cut/split/delivered,
$300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood
for outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small.

Cell (413)330-3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.
Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LAWNMOWER
T P & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

T

- r R
- IDIE!

‘.

.

N
r
-l

4

y

A

EARLY
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In observance of NNIEW YEAR'S for
Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an

EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Friday, Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.
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HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

INSTRUCTION

NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

KEN’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

Buying? Selling?
S—

QOur
Classifieds =~
GetResults! '§ [

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

vl |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

HOME IMPROVEMENT

\

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry «
Framing * Drywall
Painting * & more!
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Name: Phone:

Address:

Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $

Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA (1 Discover d Cash d Check#

Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv

Amount of charge: Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

G

west
BELCHERTONN
d& sR00kPELD

eReT
GROOKFELD

BRINFELD

WALES (_ HLLAND

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
‘SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

CASH FOR
N

AND REPA

ABLE

S

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LUDLOW PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICT PARA-EDUCATOR.

Submit resume and letter of intent to:
www.schoolspring.com

REAL ESTATE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

|_FORRENT
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Across
AMERICA 4«

Dave Madsen gets ready to lead
the opening ceremonies.

.. Brian Whitacre lays down
; a wreath at a grave.

American M.
MIA Road |

L

= ,_‘__.--\.

=
—l .-_..__.- - --q

Sgt. Mauricio Garcia-Garzon lays a wreath at the Veterans Memorial
Cemetery.

Many veterans’ organlzatlons were represented at the event

USDA INSP. FRESH USDA INSP. USDA INSP. BONELESS & SKINLESS s
CHICKEN BREAST 1015 5 e > 1

PUKEH OAST.... 020 BB

PORK LOIN ROAST s 99 USDA INSP. FROZEN

Al END o LON END..... 51 97\~ 1 B RTY CUT S99

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS FRESP BoRIE N CHICKEN WINGS s 15 56 o~ £ o5

CENTER CUTPORKLON & BEEF TBONEor \ USDA ISR Fresr

CHOPS o ROAST e~ 22 1 PORTERHOLSESTEAK KAYEN CABBEEF $333

USDA INSP. BONELESS 14 0Z sannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnns ea

I BIENE  sge6 . A s

SMOKED PIT AN e *3 1 22 USBAMSE S PIGS IN A BLANKET s v © B

BUDABALL OLD TYME BEEF TOP SIRLOIN ) ssoaner, oz

HARDWOOD SMOKED SPOON ROAST BACON WRAPPED $=99

WHOLE HAM 52 S7?b7 SHRIMP 16 5 07 B0Xussrssssssssrsses 7 ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN . GROUllil%DFARII'E\ISSI-IID'DAILY jﬁ%éNﬁ%RﬁFg(ﬁﬁi\lMSﬁB " s3 700

STICKY BUNS ..o 32 80% LEAN 6-10 CT FOR STUFFING......... ea

USDA INSP GROUND BEEF

BACON & EGGS

2 LBS PAK BACON, 1 DOZEN EGGS 3793 339“39 7Bﬁl\-g

ALS0 A COMPLETE 190 Meat Outlet @ 90;:;;31;’;; St

LINE OF GOURMET 413-737-1288

CAKES & DESSERTS www.90meat.com

SALE DATES: 12/25/25-12/31/25 « CLOSED 1/1/26

10 e DECEMBER 26,2025 © The Holyoke Sun

ADVERTISING

SALE

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

BUY DIRECT FOR =, SAVINGS » SELECTION « SERVICE

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com




