
Chamber power hour highlights community generosity
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Greater Holyoke Chamber 
of Commerce’s recent Power 
Hour event showcased the 
profound generosity of the 
local business community, 
resulting in significant con-
tributions to The Food Bank 
of Western Massachusetts. 

T h e  eve n t ,  h o s t e d 
by 850 High Street LLC, 
brought together business 
leaders to support vital local 
causes and demonstrated a 
powerful response to com-
munity needs.

D u r i n g  t h e  ev e n t , 
G r z e l a k ,  G r z e l a k  a n d 
Associates,  PC present-
ed a $5,000 check to The 
Food Bank of  Western 
Massachuset ts .  Daruma 
BBQ, a new Chamber mem-
ber and recently established 
Holyoke business,  con-
tributed a $1,000 check, 
amplifying the impact of 
the gathering and under-
scoring the commitment of 
both long-standing and new 
businesses to the region’s 
well-being.

In a display of imme-
diate community support, 
refreshments from the Power 
Hour event were delivered 
directly to firefighters moni-
toring the scene of the recent 
fire at Franklin and High 
Street. The fire occurred 
in close proximity to the 
event’s host, 850 High Street 
LLC, and the donation pro-
vided on-scene support to 
the first responders. This 
spontaneous act of kindness 
highlighted the Chamber’s 
ability to pivot and address 
real-time community needs.

The Power Hour served 
as a testament to the busi-
ness community’s dedication 
to tackling food insecurity 
and supporting local heroes. 
The funds presented will aid 
The Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts in its mission 
to provide nutritious food to 
individuals across the region, 
while the direct food dona-
tion offered timely relief to 
emergency personnel.

Grzelak, Grzelak and Associates, 
PC presented a $5,000 check 
to The Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts. Numerous food 
donations came in as families 
are still reeling from last week’s 
fires. Submitted photo
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HOLYOKE – Months 
after voters in the city 
favored making the city 
treasurer’s position an 
appointed position rath-
er than an elected office, 
the Holyoke City Council 
finally added the position 
to the city ranks by ordi-
nance.

The ordinance estab-
lishes the position and sets 
a pay range that the city 
council will go by in order 
to find an individual to take 
the position.

The new ordinance 
sets the salary for the 
appointed treasurer at a 
starting range of $101,000 
to $140,000. Unlike an 
elected position, the ordi-
nance for the appointed 
position sets minimum 
requirements to be the trea-
surer. Job requirements 
include having at least a 
Masters Degree in account-
ing or finance and/or pub-
lic administration. It also 
seeks three to five years 
of prior experience in the 
field.

As an alternatives, 
someone who applies for 
the position and only holds 
a Bachelor’s Degree can 
substitute the advanced 
degree with five to eight 
years of experience.

The city council will 
be the interviewing as well 
as the appointing authority.

During discussion of 
approving the new position, 
there was discussion about 
an eventual goal to have the 
treasurer and tax collector 
positions combined. The 
tax collector is already an 
appointed position.

Changing the trea-
surer to a city job rather 
than an elected position 
was unanimously support-
ed by the city council and 
Mayor Joshua Garcia. The 
Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue, which just 
recently released aid pay-
ments to the city amidst 
issues with resolving the 
city’s financial records for 
the past few years, has long 
recommended to city’s and 
towns change the position 
to appointed so that a qual-
ified person could be in the 
position.

Holyoke’s current trea-
surer is Rory Casey, who 
was the fourth treasurer 
elected in 10 years, is not 
planning to be in the run-
ning to be the new treasurer 
once one has to be appoint-
ed at the end of his term in 
early 2026.

With the ordinance 
being approved, the city 
will need to act quickly to 
hold an application process 
and then conduct inter-
views. The council would 
then need to agree to on 
a candidate and make an 
offer and negotiate with 

Treasurer position 
becomes appointed

See POSITION, page ??

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – Earlier 
this week, on Dec. 9, the 
H o l y o ke  S t .  Pa t r i c k ’s 
Day committee official-
ly announced that James 
Menard was crowned the 
recipient of the 2026 Daniel 
J. Gallivan Award. The reveal 
came via a gathering at the 
Elks Lodge in the Paper City. 

The award is named 
in honor and recognition 
of Gallivan, who was from 
South Hadley and a longtime 
member of the St Patrick’s 
Committee, and the award 
is given annually to a mem-
ber of the Parade Committee 
who, while not a resident 
of the City of Holyoke, has 
made significant contribu-
tions to the overall success 
of the Parade and/or the 
Association. 

Menard  jo ined  the 
Parade Committee at just 
18 years old and has been 
a hardworking and dedicat-
ed member ever since. His 
commitment spans many 
years during which he has 
played an integral role in 
some of the Parade’s most 
cherished traditions, such as 
being involved with the Road 
Race Committee, where he 
strives to help organize one 
of the region’s most antic-
ipated athletic and fund-
raising events. In addition, 
Menard’s work and reliabil-
ity quickly became noticed, 

Menard
receives
Gallivan
Award

See AWARD page ??
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HOLYOKE – With snow 
falling and staying on the 
ground due to frigid tempera-
tures, Mayor Joshua Garcia 
announced late last week that 
the city is now in a moratori-
um for road work through the 
middle of April next year.

“To ensure safe, pass-
able streets and protect 
recently resurfaced pave-
ments from winter damage, 
the Holyoke DPW is now 
implementing a winter road-
work moratorium from  Dec. 
9 through April 15, 2026.” 
Garcia stated in a press 
release.

During this period:
• No routine road con-

struction, resurfacing, repav-
ing, driveway construction, 
or non-emergency street 
cuts will be permitted.

• Work will be limit-
ed to  emergency repairs 
only  (e.g., water or sewer 
main breaks, hazardous road-
way failures, or other issues 
that pose an immediate risk 
to public safety or essential 
services).

• Contractors and util-
ity companies are expected 
to  delay non-urgent proj-
ects  until after the moratori-
um lifts in spring.

•  A n y  e m e r g e n c y 
roadway work conducted 
under the moratorium will 
require  advance coordination 
and City approval  to ensure 
compliance with safety, traf-
fic control, and restoration 
standards.

Garcia says repair work 
taking place with the differ-
ent types of storms the city 
encounters make the morato-

Road work 
to cease 

See WORK, page ??
Top photo, Santa waves to the crowd. Above,  Vianny Anaya talks to Disney character Elsa.
	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

HOLYOKE – Last 
Saturday evening, the 
center of the city was 
full of activity as the 
Parade of Lights and 
annual Tree Lighting 
were held at Holyoke 
City Hall. The ceremony 
included performances 
by the Madigral Choir 
and Holyoke High Bell 
Ringers. It also featured 
an appearance from Santa 
and some other famil-
iar characters to enter-
tain the many children 
who attended the event. 
There are more holiday 
celebrations in the com-
ing weeks, including 
a Hanukkah event this 
Sunday and a Kwanza 
event  the  day  af te r 
Christmas.

Tradition 
‘lights 
up’ city
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Holyoke Community College 
recognizes fall 2025 graduates

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College is proud 
to recognize the following 
students who will  com-
plete their requirements for 
graduation at the end of the 
fall 2025 semester. These 
members of the Class of 
2026 were recognized at 
HCC’s third Fall Graduate 
Recept ion  on  Monday, 
Dec. 1, in the college’s 
Leslie Phillips Theater and 
will also be invited to par-
t icipate in HCC’s 79th 
Commencement exercises at 

the MassMutual Center in 
Springfield, Mass., on May 
30, 2026.

Holyoke graduates:
Fatima Bergman, Dustin 

Bonnoyer, Genesis Cardona, 
Julian Danilchenko, Ish 
Flores, Ana Gillis, Eliana 
Langlois, Legheda Laporte, 
Han Laprade, AJ Lassend, 
Shawn Lebron,  Lizbeth 
Martinez, Kiara Martinez 
Melendez, Steven Pinkney, 
Kristen Renta-Vazquez, Lily 
Rivera, Stephen Szewczyk, 
Mahaya Tabin.

Head Start recognizes leadership groups
S P R I N G F I E L D 

–  Holyoke ,  Chicopee , 
Springfield Head Start 
(HCS Head Start) is proud 
to acknowledge the dedi-
cated members of its Board 
of Directors and parent-led 
Policy Council; as well as 
welcome new members to 
each. Everyone involved in 
these two leadership groups 
continue to show their deep 
commitment to the organiza-
tion’s mission of providing 
high quality early childhood 
education and family sup-
port services.

The HCS Head Start 
Board of Directors provides 
strategic oversight, fiscal 
management, and leader-
ship for the program. Key 
responsibil i t ies include 
hiring and evaluating the 
Executive Director, approv-
ing the annual budget, estab-
lishing policies, ensuring 
legal and regulatory compli-
ance, and guiding the long-
term direction of the orga-
nization. The Board works 
to create a healthy learning 

environment and oversees 
the program’s overall mis-
sion and goals.

2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  B o a r d 
of  Directors  Executive 
Committee:

• Board Chairperson: 
Susan Gosselin, 10 years on 
Board (8 years as Chair); 
retired Director of Literacy, 
Springfield Public Schools; 
Springfield resident

•  B o a r d  V i c e -
Chairperson:  Raymond 
Akers, 11 years on Board (8 
years as Vice-Chair and pre-
viously on Policy Council); 
r e t i r e d  f r o m  C o s t c o ; 
Springfield resident

• Board Treasurer/Clerk: 
Alison Walsh, CPA, 14 
years on Board (10 years as 
Treasurer/Clerk); Boisselle 
Morton & Wolkowicz, LLP; 
Springfield resident

A d d i t i o n a l  B o a r d 
Members:

• Andrew Balder, M.D.: 
15 years on Board; Baystate 
M a s o n  S q u a r e  N H C ; 
Longmeadow resident

•  C y n t h i a  M i l l e r , 

M.Ed.: First year on Board; 
Springfield International 
Charter School; Hampden 
resident

• Daniel  Blakesley, 
Esq.: 6 years on Board; 
Pellegrini, Seeley, Ryan & 
Blakesley, PC; Longmeadow 
resident

•  Jenni fe r  Wal lace 
Jacoby: 11 years on Board; 
Professor, Mount Holyoke 
College; Amherst resident

• Kate Barlow, Ph.D.: 
F i r s t  yea r  on  Boa rd ; 
Pediatr ic  International , 
Therapy Services, LLC; 
Wilbraham resident

• Marie-Ange Delimon: 
2 years (previously on 
Policy Council); Director of 
Community Impact, Tech 
Foundry; East Longmeadow 
resident

• Sally Carlton, Ph.D.: 
11 years on Board; retired 
Psychologist ,  Chicopee 
Public Schools; Holyoke 
resident

Across the country, 
Head Start organizations 
engage parents and commu-

nity representatives to make 
up local Policy Councils. 
These individuals provide 
input and guidance on pro-
gram decisions. Council 
members play a critical role 
in shaping policies, ensur-
ing accountability, and rep-
resenting the voices of the 
families and communities 
served by HCS Head Start. 
Their active participation 
helps ensure the program 
remains responsive, effec-
tive, and aligned with the 
needs of the children and 
families it serves.

2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  P o l i c y 
Council Members:

•  J a s a r a h  B u rg o s : 
Chairperson

• Kathy Gasque: Vice-
Chairperson

• Gladys Rivera: Shared 
Governance Liaison

• Amber Cichowski	
• Cinnamon Smith	
• Esther Alicea	
• Fanny Perez	
• Maritza Sostre	
• Monalisa Smith
• Raven Core

HOLIDAY APPETIZERS

STUFFED TURKEY - SIDES - DESSERT

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TURKEY BREAST .................

$399
lb

USDA INSP.  FROZEN FULLY COOKED

SWEET & SMOKY BBQ
BABY BACK RIBS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CHEFS TOGATHER

PIGS IN A BLANKET 24 PC BOX ... ea
$399

$1199
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
HEALTHY CHOICE
STUFFED CABBAGE ROLLS....

SALE DATES: 12/11/25-12/17/25

$169
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS KAYEM
WHOLE PIT HAM .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN
ROAST or CHOPS ....................
USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................

$266
lb

lb

lb
$277

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES
ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............

$189
lb

$366

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
HOLIDAY ROAST 
PORK LOIN STUFFED W/ HAM, 
CHEESE, PEPPERS, OLIVES, SPICES 
USDA INSP. FROZEN
HAM PORTIONS
BUTT or SHANK ...................

$449
lb

$155
lb

$266
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAKS

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$789

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1399

lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN

LEG LAMB

USDA INSP. FROZEN
CORNISH HENS TWIN PAK ...............$279

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN PARMESAN
MINI SPRING ROLLS 8 PAK........ ea

$399

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS
BUDABALL OLD TYME 
SMOKED WHOLE HAM ...... $669

lb

WE CARRY A WIDE VARIETY OF FROZEN TURKEYS, 
TURKEY BREAST, DUCKS, GEESE, CORNISH HENS AS WELL AS 

FRESH HAMS & RED MEAT ROASTS FOR YOUR HOLIDAY NEEDS!

$1499
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 26/30 CT
RAW SHRIMP 26/30 CT
PEELED & DEVEINED 2 LB BAG .

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN IMPORTED

LAMB RACKS
$1499

lb

Gift Cards
Available!

$667
lb

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Plow 
contractors 
wanted 
in city

HOLYOKE – With 
win te r  nea r ing ,  t he 
Department of Public 
Works is seeking individ-
uals to assist city plow 
operators in the 2025-
2026 winter season. 

Qualified individuals 
with the proper equip-
ment are encouraged to 
apply in person at: DPW, 
63 Canal Street, Holyoke

Celebrate Hanukkah Dec. 14
H O LY O K E  —  A 

Hanukkah celebration orga-
nized by Congregation Sons 
of Zion in collaboration 
with Congregation Rodphey 
Sholom will be held at 
Holyoke City Hall, 536 
Dwight Street,  on Sunday, 
Dec.  14, at 5:30 p.m.  The 
public is invited.

This tenth annual cel-
ebration at City Hall will 
include the lighting of the 
Menorah, speakers, songs, 
and refreshments. There will 
be dreidels, gelt, and a read-
ing corner for children.

For 2025, Hanukkah 

begins  a t  sundown on 
December 14 and lasts for 
eight nights. The holiday 
ends at sundown on Dec. 22. 
The first day of Hanukkah 
takes place each year on 
the 25th of the month of 
Kislev in the Hebrew cal-
endar, which corresponds 
to November-December in 
the Gregorian calendar. The 
Hebrew calendar is based on 
the lunar cycle, which means 
the dates of the holiday 
change yearly.

Information: Holyoke 
Mayor’s Office, 413-561-
1600.

HG&E announces extra holiday discount
H O L Y O K E  – 

Holyoke Gas & Electric’s 
C o m m i s s i o n  r e c e n t -
ly approved an extra 10% 
Holiday discount for HG&E 
customers, to be applied to 
energy services billed during 
the December billing cycle.

“The  ho l idays  a re 
a special time to reflect 
on what makes Holyoke 
such a strong community,” 
said HG&E Commission 
Cha i rman  Fran  Hoey. 
“We hope this extra dis-
count brings a bit of relief 
and cheer to our customers 
as we celebrate the season 
together.”

For the average home-
owner who heats with nat-
ural gas, the combined dis-
counts (prompt payment and 

holiday discount) amount 
to savings of approximate-
ly $80 on their bill. HG&E 
has implemented a holiday 
discount each year since 
1992. This discount applies 
to commercial and residen-
tial gas and electricity cus-
tomers who are not already 
participating in an economic 
development discount pro-
gram and is subject to the 
prompt payment discount 
terms.

While HG&E is proud 
to offer some of the lowest 
utility rates in the region, 
we understand that inflation 
and the rising cost of every-
day expenses are having an 
impact on our customers and 
we are here to help. HG&E 
has a variety of resources 

that can assist customers 
who are facing financial 
hardship, including payment 
plans, energy efficiency pro-
grams, and connections to 
fuel assistance.

For customers who are 
looking to save energy and 
money this winter, HG&E 
has a variety of resources 
that can assist customers, 
visit hged.com/save or con-
tact customer service by 
calling (413) 536-9300.

“Everyone at HG&E 
sends their best wishes for 
a warm and bright holiday 
season,” said Jim Lavelle, 
General Manager.

For more information 
please contact, Kate Sullivan 
Craven at 413.536.9333 or 
ksullivan@hged.com.

COLLEGE NOTES

Kwanza observance to take place Dec. 26
HOLYOKE — The first 

day of Kwanzaa, the annu-
al, six-day celebration of 
African-American culture, 
will be observed at Holyoke 
City Hall on Friday, Dec. 
26, at 10 a.m. The public is 
invited.

Each of the six days 
celebrates one of the Nguzo 
Saba, the Seven Principles 
of  Kwanzaa.  The First 
Principle, which will be 
observed on Dec. 26, is 
Umoja — Unity. 

T h e r e s a  C o o p e r -
Gordon, a member of the 
organizing committee, said 

the embrace of unity was 
particularly appropriate in 
the face of divisions on the 
local and national levels. 
Umoja urges all to strive for 
and maintain unity in the 
family, community, nation, 
and the world African com-
munity. 

On Jan. 1, Kwanzaa 
culminates in a commu-
nal feast called Karamu. 
The other days and themes 
are Kujichagulia (Self-
determination): To define 
ourselves, name ourselves, 
create for ourselves, and 
speak for ourselves instead 

of being defined, named, 
created for, and spoken for 
by others; Ujima (Collective 
Work and Responsibility): 
To build and maintain our 
community together and to 
make our sisters’ and broth-
ers’ problems our problems 
and to solve them together.

UJAMAA (Cooperative 
Economics): To build and 
maintain our own stores, 
shops, and other business-
es, and to profit from them 
together.

NIA (Purpose) :  To 
make our collective voca-
tion the building and devel-

opment of our community 
in order to restore our peo-
ple to their traditional great-
ness.

KUUMBA (Creativity): 
To do always as much as 
we can, in the way we can, 
in order to leave our com-
munity more beautiful and 
beneficial than it was when 
we inherited it.

IMANI (Fai th) :  To 
believe with all our heart in 
our people, our parents, our 
teachers, our leaders, and 
the righteousness and victo-
ry of our struggle for a new 
and better world.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Library Giving Tree now available for taking
HOLYOKE –  Th i s 

year the Holyoke Public 
Library is partnering with 
Margaret ’s  Pantry  and 
the Sisters of Providence 
Ministries to collect holiday 
gifts for children who may 
not be lucky enough to get 
everything on their list.  To 

participate please do the fol-
lowing:

• Stop by the lobby of 
the Holyoke Public Library.

• Select one (or more) 
ornament(s) from the giving 
tree.

•  Take one of  the 
instruction fliers from the 

giving tree table.
• Purchase only the item 

listed.
• Return the unwrapped 

present with the attached 
o r n a m e n t  w i t h  t h e 
child’s information to the 
Circulation desk at the 
Holyoke Library no later 

than Friday, Dec. 12 at 3 
p.m.

• Gifts returned after 
this date and time will have 
to be held as extra items for 
next year.

Thank you for partici-
pating in this season of giv-
ing.

HCC welcomes Michaud 
as director of facilities

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College recently 
welcomed Richard Michaud 
as its director of facilities 
and engineering.

Michaud comes to HCC 
with decades of experience 
in facilities management, 
engineering, infrastructure 
and utilities improvement 
projects. 

M o s t  r e c e n t l y,  h e 
worked as the chief engi-
neer and director of facili-
ties management for Edith 
Nourse Rogers Memorial 
Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Bedford, 
Mass., where he was respon-
sible for facilities oper-
ations, maintenance and 
repair, new construction and 
renovations. He previous-
ly worked for 12 years as 
project engineer for the VA 
Boston Healthcare System. 

M i c h a u d  e a r n e d 

his bachelor’s degree in 
mechanical engineering at 
Boise State University and 
holds a master’s degree in 
business  adminis t ra t ion 
from Phoenix University. 
He served for 24 years 
with the U.S. Navy, includ-
ing 10 years with the Civil 
Engineer Corps. He was 
honorably discharged in 
2014.

“We’re  exci ted that 
Richard has joined us,” said 
Narayan Sampath, HCC vice 
president of administration 
and finance. “His depth of 
knowledge and experience, 
both at the VA and in the 
Navy will be a valuable 
asset to HCC. I look forward 
to working with him and his 
team in the future addressing 
the infrastructure needs at 
the college.”

Michaud started his job 
at HCC on Nov. 10. 

HCC to hold Walk-In Week Dec. 15-18
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community College will 
hold  a  specia l  “Walk-
In  Week”  r eg i s t r a t ion 
event  for its Wintersession 
and Spring 2026 semester 
classes Monday, Dec. 15, 
through Thursday, Dec. 18.

During Walk-In Week, 
prospective students and 
accepted students can com-
plete their enrollment steps 
to be ready for the start of 
Wintersession or the spring 
semester.  Students  can 
apply for admission, take 

the college placement test, 
meet with an academic 
adviser, register for class-
es, and set up financial aid.

Walk-In Week  will be 
held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
and takes place on the first 
floor of the Campus Center 
on the main campus at 303 
Homestead Ave.  

H C C ’ s  1 0 - d a y 
Wintersession term begins 
Monday, Jan. 5, and ends 
Friday, January 16. The 
Spr ing  2026  semes te r 
begins Tuesday, Jan. 20.  

Students can earn up 
to four transferable cred-
its by taking Wintersession 
classes in anthropology, 
communications, criminal 
justice, economics, envi-
ronmental science, geog-
raphy, law, management, 
mathematics,  nutr i t ion, 
psychology, social science, 
and sociology. 

Most  Wintersession 
classes are offered entirely 
online.    

Full 15-week spring 
semester  classes  begin 

Jan. 20. HCC will also run 
three accelerated  spring 
flex start sessions: Flex 
Start I classes begin Jan. 
20  and  run  for  seven 
weeks; Flex Start II class-
es begin Monday, Feb. 
2, and run for 12 weeks; 
Flex Start III classes begin 
Monday, March 23, and 
run for seven weeks.

Class schedules for 
both Wintersession and 
Spr ing  2026  semes te r 
classes can be found on the 
HCC website: hcc.edu.

 In The News ◗

NAMI holding calendar raffle
fundraiser for February 2026

HOLYOKE – NAMI-
WM is holding a calendar 
raffle fundraiser for February 
2026. Participants will pay 
$15 for a chance to win priz-
es awarded each day of the 
month. These prizes include 
gift cards to various local 
businesses, and cash prizes. 
Through our fundraising, 
we are able to raise aware-
ness and provide essential 
education, advocacy, sup-
port groups and programs 
throughout your Western 
Mass area. 

Mental health support 
and awareness has become 
an increasingly important 
issue with all of the chang-
es in the world. Our ded-
ication and commitment to 
mental health awareness and 
support within our commu-
nities is vital. Our Board of 
Directors, along with our 
dedicated staff, colleagues 
and volunteers work together 
with an ongoing goal to get 
our services, advocacy and 
assistance out into the com-
munity. 

Santa Sprint to support Holyoke Pride set for Saturday
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Pr ide  wi l l  l aunch  the 
c i ty’s  fi r s t -ever  Santa 
Sprint on Saturday, Dec. 
13.  Registrat ion opens 
at 10 a.m. at De La Luz 
Soundstage, located at 114 
Race Street, and the spir-
ited dash will follow the 
scenic Canalwalk on Race 
Street. Racers—ages 18 
and older—will run, walk, 
or strut in Santa gear from 
Euphorium Dispensary to 
The Cubit building, raising 
support for Holyoke Pride’s 
growing series of June 
events culminating in the 
2026 PrideFest on June 27.

Participants can register 
online now at holyokepride.
org for a Starting Line Pass, 
available on a sliding scale 
donation beginning at $20, 
granting entry into the race 
and helping to fund Holyoke 
Pride programming. Those 

who want to support with-
out running can choose a 
Cheer Squad Pass, which 
allows spectators or remote 
supporters to donate any 
amount to benefit Holyoke 
Pride. The Santa Sprint is 
free to attend, and communi-
ty members are encouraged 
to line the route and cheer.

“This  event  br ings 

together everything that 
makes Holyoke special—
community, joy, and the 
commitment to show up for 
one another,” said Holyoke 
City Councilor, and Pride 
Committee member, Juan 
Anderson-Burgos. “The 
Santa Sprint is a fun way to 
welcome the holiday season 
while supporting Pride and 

the work it takes to create 
meaningful, inclusive cele-
brations for everyone.”

Holyoke Pride and the 
Santa Sprint is sponsored 
by Holyoke Art, a nonprofit 
strengthening Holyoke’s cre-
ative and cultural ecosystem. 
Through its fiscal sponsor-
ship program, Holyoke Art 
provides administrative and 
financial support to grass-
roots initiatives like Holyoke 
Pride, helping communi-
ty-led events thrive.

To help  make th is 
first-ever Santa Sprint unfor-
gettable, both runners and 
spectators are encouraged to 
dress in their most festive 
Santa outfits—beards, hats, 
bells, and bright red every-
thing—to fill the Canalwalk 
with holiday spirit and 
community pride. For race 
details, registration, or dona-
tions, visit holyokepride.org.

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
www.hannoushma.com

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

TurnYourGoldIntoCash!
Sri

DF6360
4129B

DE631
LuS

WeBuyGoldinAnyCondition

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Fri., Dec. 19th
Corner Boys

Sat., Dec. 20th
The Healys

Fri., Dec. 12th
Dee Reilly

Sat., Dec. 13th
Jim McArdle 

& Jerry Murphy

 Are you having difficulty communicating 
with your partner, struggling with 

boundaries, and healthy relationships? 

We invite you to join us 
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
 to explore these topics and more. 

This group will be held in zoom, is 
educational, confidential, and free. 

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

HOLYOKE – The last 
concert of the Fall 2025 
series is here. Holyoke High 
School Madrigal Choir and 
3 Octave Bell Choir will be 
performing Sunday, Dec. 
14 at 2 p.m. in Our Mother 
o f  Sor rows  Chape l  a t 
Providence Place. Providence 
Place is located at 5 Gamelin 
St. in Holyoke, right behind 
the Holyoke Mall. 

The  Ho lyoke  High 
School musicians are direct-
ed by Mark Todd and will be 

performing a variety of musi-
cal numbers for our delight-
ful holiday concert. This 
event is free and open to the 
public with ample parking 
available, no RSVP is nec-
essary. 

For more information 
on the concert or if you are 
interested in learning more 
about our retirement commu-
nity, please contact Katelyn 
Bacon at 413-534-9700 or 
email kbacon@providen-
ceplace.org.

Providence Place to host 
free concert Dec. 14
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I’m trying to figure out 

if I should change my IRS 
filing status to “Married 
– Filing Jointly” prior to 
getting reviewed for my 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D. 

My current IRS sta-
tus is “Married – Filing 
Single” and I noticed this 
filing status is more strin-
gent. I will be turning 62 
this year (2025) and I’ve 
read that Medicare will 
review my income two 
years prior to turning 65. 
Any input would be appre-
ciated. 
Signed: Uncertain Senior 

Dear Uncertain: 
Your IRS tax fi l -

ing status has no bearing 
on your eligibility for 
Medicare Part B (cover-
age for outpatient health-
care services) or Medicare 
Part D (insurance coverage 
for prescription drugs). 
Medicare is an individ-
ual healthcare program, 
so enrolling in Medicare 
provides coverage for you 
only, not your spouse, your 
spouse’s Medicare eligi-
bility will be individually 
evaluated. 

What your IRS fil-
ing status may affect 
is the amount of your 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D premiums. There is a 
Medicare provision called 
Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount, which 
sets the income thresholds 
on which your Medicare 
premiums are based and 
those thresholds are differ-
ent if you file your income 
tax as a single or as “mar-
ried/filing jointly.” 

The IRMAA thresh-
olds can change annually 
and there’s no way to yet 
determine what they will 
be when you are able to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65. They are currently 
$106,000 if you file as a 
single, and $212,000 if you 
file your taxes as “married/
jointly.” If your “provision-
al income,” your combined 
income from all sources,  
exceeds the threshold for 
your filing status, you will 
pay higher than standard 
Medicare Part B and Part D 
premiums. If your income 
is lower than the threshold, 
you will pay only whatever 
the standard Medicare Part 
B premium is for the year 
you start Medicare and 
there will be no supple-
mental premium for your 
Part D coverage. 

For information, the 
I R M A A  s u p p l e m e n t s 
are progressive that is, 
the more you exceed the 
threshold by, the high-
er your IRMAA premium 
supplement will be. To 
see the current IRMAA 
thresholds and supplements 
again, these will likely 
change when you are eli-
gible for Medicare visit  
www.cms.gov/newsroom/
fact-sheets/2025-medicare-

parts-b-premiums-and-de-
ductibles.  

You are correct that 
your Medicare premium, 
when you enroll, will be 
determined by your total 
income from two years 
prior. So, if you plan to 
enroll in Medicare at age 
65, sometime in 2028, 
it is your 2026 income 
which will determine your 
Part B and Part D premi-
ums, and that income will 
be defined by your 2026 
income tax return. Note, 
too, that Medicare premi-
ums are reevaluated each 
year, based upon your IRS 
income tax return from two 
years prior.  

FYI, there are advan-
tages to filing your income 
tax as “married/jointly” vs. 
married/filing separately 
and those are best evaluat-
ed by your tax advisor. We 
are not tax advisors here 
at the AMAC Foundation. 
And while it’s true that 
the IRMAA thresholds are 
higher when you file as 
“married/jointly,” it’s also 
true that your total income 
as a married couple will 
be used when determin-
ing your IRMAA premi-
ums for Medicare. So, once 
again, it is probably best 
to consult with a qualified 
income tax advisor for 
guidance on whether it is 
best, financially, for you to 
change how you file your 
income tax in 2026, con-
sidering that you will be 
enrolling in Medicare in 
2028. 

One final thing: If 
you are still working and 
have “creditable” health-
care coverage from your 
employer, “creditable” 
is a group plan with at 
least 20 participants, then 
you can delay enrolling 
in Medicare until your 
employer coverage ends 
thus temporarily avoiding 
the Medicare premiums. 
In other words, if you have 
creditable healthcare cov-
erage from an employer, 
you don’t have to enroll in 
Medicare immediately at 
age 65. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mat ion  purposes  and 
does not represent legal 
or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of 
the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor for 
AMAC. 

Christmas decoration trivia

About tax filing 
status and Medicare
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◗  Opinion

Last week I provid-
ed you with a 
few tips on 

how to make a 
simple ever-
green  swag 
and wreath. 
Hopefully you 
gave it a try.  

For this col-
umn I thought 
it would be fun 
to share some fun 
facts with you, many 
of which I just learned today. 
You see, I will be work-
ing with a group of students 
tomorrow and wanted to have 
some cool trivia up my sleeve.  

I’ll be bringing in all 
the Christmas greens I talk-
ed about a week ago and will 
pass them around to each stu-
dent: juniper, hemlock, fir, 
white pine and more materi-
als, including rose hips, pine 
cones and holly. Read on to 
see if what I share is new to 
you, too!

For example, did you 
know that the Easter White 
Pine (Pinus strobus) is the 
tallest tree in the northeast? 
It also goes by the name “the 

Great Tree of Peace,”  due 
to the fact that five Native 
American tribes formed an 
alliance under a tall white 
pine; a neat correlation 
because the needles that are 
attached to the twigs are in 
groups of five.  

This tree also has a his-
tory of being used to make 
ship masts, and for awhile the 
trees were reserved for “the 
Crown.” The great “Pine Tree 
Riot” was an act of defiance 
that led up to the American 
Revolution!  

One other point of inter-
est is that pine needles are 
edible and contain vitamin C.   

Other materials that often 

shows up in Christmas deco-
rations are pine cones. What 

I learned today is that 
the correct ter-
minology is to 
generically call 

them “cones,”  
s ince  they 
are only pine 

cones if they 
come from a pine tree! 
Logical point!  

The hard cones 
we use for decorating 

are female and their main 
purpose is to keep the naked 
seeds inside safe. They will 
open and close to maintain 
proper humidity levels.  \

Some close so tight that 
they need the heat of a wild 
fire to have them open enough 
to drop their seeds! Cones can 
stay on a tree up to 10 years 
without falling off.  

The kids  wi l l  find 
it  funny that dinosaurs 
even ate pine cones, the 
Parasaurolophus,  to  be 
exact! These trees belong 
to a group of plants called 
Gymnosperms, that have 

Give yourself the gift of self-compassion

Re m e m b e r  “ t o u g h 
love”? It was all the 
rage in the ‘80s and 

legitimized unkind or even 
cruel behaviors in pursuit of 
persuading a loved one to 
change their behavior.

“Positive narratives of 
tough love not only coursed 
through communities but 
also became a staple for tele-
vision shows for decades,” 
w r o t e  P e g  S t r e e p  i n 
Psychology Today, “despite 
the fact that there is no evi-
dence –and never has been 
– that what is called tough 
love works in any context, 
including addiction.”

So there.
Tough love doesn’t 

work on ourselves either. 

It’s been shown that negative 
self-talk, beating ourselves 
up when we don’t meet our 
own expectations, and rumi-
nating over our perceived 
failures don’t do anything to 
improve our state of mind. In 
fact, it’s damaging – and if 
you’ve ever been assessed for 
depression, those are some of 
the behaviors that might be 
identified.

There’s a better way. 
This holiday season, give 
yourself the gift of self-com-
passion.

It’s not just an idea. It’s 
a way of living.

There’s even an institute 
for its study and implemen-
tation, founded by Kristin 
Neff, an associate profes-

sor of educational psychol-
ogy at the University of 
Texas at Austin. A pioneer 
in the field of self-compas-
sion research, she conduct-
ed the first empirical stud-
ies on self-compassion more 
than 20 years ago and now 
runs the Self-Compassion 
Institute (self-compassion.
org).

What is self-compas-
sion?

Neff  exp l a in s  t ha t 
self-compassion is show-
ing yourself the same care 
and  cons idera t ion  you 
would show to a friend who 
is struggling or feeling bad 
about themselves. 

“It means being support-
ive when you’re facing a life 
challenge, feel inadequate or 
make a mistake,” she writes. 
“Instead of just ignoring 
your pain with a ‘stiff upper 
lip’ mentality or getting car-
ried away by your negative 
thoughts and emotions, you 
stop to tell yourself: ‘This 
is really difficult right now, 
how can I comfort and care 
for myself in this moment?’”

She points out that when 
we berate ourselves for mis-
takes or setbacks, we lose 
confidence and often give up. 
“By contrast, self-compas-

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Spiritual leaders
  7. A type of solution
 13. Fortified wine
 14. Edible mollusk
 16. They precede C
 17. A way to compare
 19. Government lawyer
 20. “Game of Thrones” 

actor Ciaran
 22. The eighth month 

(abbr.)
 23. Very willing
 25. __ ex Machina
 26. Makes happy
 28. Type of berry
 29. A doctrine
 30. Popular Dodge truck 

model
 31. Dekagram
 33. Naturally occurring 

solid
 34. Company officer
 36. Villains
 38. Cricket frogs
 40. Influential German 

psychologist
 41. Endured
 43. A female domestic
 44. You can get stuck 

in one
 45. Cigarette (slang)
 47. Fiber optics network
 48. Group of blood 

disorders (abbr.)
 51. Employee stock 

ownership plan
 53. Belonging to the 

bottom layer
 55. Sound
 56. MLB legend Hank
 58. Very attractive 

person
 59. Late beloved 

sportscaster Craig
 60. South Dakota
 61. Mocking
 64. Symbol for gold
 65. Longtime Braves 

pitcher Julio
 67. Humor
 69. Shawl

 70. Preliminary patient 
assessment

CLUES DOWN
  1. Animal disease
  2. Commercial
  3. Necklace material
  4. Containers
  5. A way to save for your 

future
  6. Colorado Heisman 

winner Rashaan
  7. Dipped down
  8. Head injury (abbr.)
  9. Lay about
 10. Intestinal
 11. Opposite of yes
 12. Caused to be loved
 13. Spiritual leader of Islam
 15. Businesslike
 18. Not in
 21. Number above the line 

in a fraction
 24. An animal with its own 

day
 26. Pouch

 27. Swedish krona
 30. Start over
 32. Field flowers
 35. Fourteen
 37. A visual way to interact 

with a computer
 38. Up-to-date
 39. Campaigns
 42. Touch lightly
 43. “Boardwalk Empire” 

actress Gretchen
 46. Violent seizure of 

property
 47. Supporter of the Pope
 49. Anxiety
 50. Body fluid
 52. One who’s faking it
 54. Title of respect
 55. Chilean city
 57. City in central Japan
 59. Silk garment
 62. A form of dance
 63. Automobile
 66. The man
 68. Justice Dept. head 

honcho

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

TJO Animals surpass Giving Tuesday goal
S P R I N G F I E L D  — 

The Foundation for TJO 
Animals and the Thomas J. 
O’Connor Animal Control 
a n d  A d o p t i o n  C e n t e r 
(TJO) are celebrating a 
record-breaking 

G i v i n g  T u e s d a y , 
marked by exceptional com-
munity support, a highly 
successful adoption event, 
and an outpouring of gen-
erosity that far exceeded 
expectations.

To kick off the cam-
pa ign ,  t he  Founda t i on 
hosted a two-day adoption 
event in which all adoption 
fees were waived thanks 
to a $2,000 sponsorship 
from longtime supporters 
Ted and Barbara Hebert. 

Over the course of just 48 
hours,   eighteen animals 
were adopted into new, lov-
ing homes.

“The adopt ion cen-
ter was buzzing with peo-
ple who wanted to support 
TJO and open their homes 
to animals in need. It was 
incredible to see,” said 
Janna Brown, executive 
director of the Foundation 
for TJO Animals.

The Foundation ini-
tially set a Giving Tuesday 
fundraising goal of $20,000, 
with every dollar matched 
by devoted supporters Jan 
and Bernadette Piepul. 

As donations surged, 
the goal was increased to 
$25,000 — and the Piepuls 

matched that as well. 
By the morning after 

Giving Tuesday, total dona-
tions had climbed to  more 
than $57,000, making this 
one of the Foundation’s 
most successful campaigns 
to date.

A  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r-
t ion of the funds came 
f r o m   M o n a r c h  F o r e 
Charities, whose contribu-
tion exceeded $10,000 and 
helped propel the campaign 
to new heights.

“Our main goal  for 
Giving Tuesday this year 
was to spread awareness 
about TJO — who we are 
and what we do for ani-
mals in the Pioneer Valley,” 
Brown said. “Money raised 

wil l  go direct ly toward 
medical care for the nev-
er-ending influx of animals 
coming into TJO, as well 
as clinic supplies and a 
much-needed new washer 
and dryer — you wouldn’t 
believe the amount of laun-
dry!”

The Foundat ion for 
TJO Animals extends its 
deepest  grat i tude to i ts 
donors, supporters, volun-
teers, and the community 
for rallying behind local 
animals in need. 

The funds raised will 
provide vital medical treat-
ment ,  support  adopt ion 
efforts, and enhance the 
overall well-being of ani-
mals throughout the region.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

indeed been around since pre-
historic times.

Many of our favor-
ite Christmas trees are Fir 
trees (Abies spp.), with the 
Balsam Fir being one of the 
most common. Firs have 
needles that are soft and flat, 
and attached to twigs one by 
one, versus the pine that we 
learned attach in clusters.  

An average, it takes 
about seven years to grow a 
decent size Christmas tree. 
According to my research, 
the first Christmas tree was 
in Latvia in the year 1510.  

By the early 1800’s 
German and Irish immi-
grants had brought the cus-
tom to America but it still 
took some time for it to 
catch hold.  

Juniper (Juniperus spp.) 
is another evergreen that 
often makes its way into 
our Christmas wreaths and 
arrangements. The species 

can produce greenery that is 
either smooth or picky.  

One of the biggest draws 
to using juniper is that is 
smells nice and often has 
attractive waxy looking ber-
ries along with the foliage. 
It was interesting to learn 
that these berries are actually 
cones.  

The seeds are protected 
well within the tough outer 
coating and can pass through 
an animal’s digestive tract 
intact. That way the seeds 
can be dispersed far and 
wide – wherever the animal 
is traveling, I guess!

I’ve done complete arti-
cles on Holly (Ilex spp.) 
before, but I did learn a 
few new interesting tidbits 
with this most recent bout 
of research. The plant has a 
unique defense mechanism.  

Lower foliage is extra 
spiny to reduce deer from 
browsing. Upper foliage is 
not nearly as spiny. There are 
chemicals in holly berries 

that make the berries unpal-
atable to birds and other 
wildlife at first, but as winter 
goes on they begin to taste a 
little better.  

Still the birds only eat 
a few at a time thereby dis-
persing seeds at various rates 
and locales. I think all of this 
is so interesting and so care-
fully orchestrated to continue 
the species!

We l l ,  I  h o p e  m y 
research has been entertain-
ing, and I do hope that the 
students enjoy my show and 
tell tomorrow!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

HEALTH, from page 4

sion provides the emotion-
al safety we need to keep 
trying, even when things 
don’t go as planned,” she 
explains. “Most important-
ly, it allows us to learn and 
grow from our mistakes 
rather than getting derailed 
by shame and anxiety.”

Neff has created a lit-
tle industry featuring books, 
workshops, coaching and 
videos that you can pay for, 
but there are also many free 
resources like guided prac-
tices and self-compassion 
exercises. A good place to 
start might be the self-eval-
uation, which asks how 
often…

• I’m disapproving and 
judgmental about my own 
flaws and inadequacies.

• I try to be loving 
towards myself when I’m 
feeling emotional pain.

• I’m intolerant and 
impatient towards those 
aspects of my personality I 
don’t like.

Learning to practice 
self-compassion

Can we teach ourselves 

to become self-compas-
sionate? Yes, but it takes 
work, and we may be trying 
to undo decades of behav-
ior that stems from how 
we were raised, the peo-
ple we’ve been exposed to, 
and the way we’re used to 
talking to ourselves.

Here are a few things 
you can try:

Turn it around: Let’s 
say you make a mistake at 
work or mess up a project. 
Rather than beating yourself 
up (“I’m such an idiot!”), 
imagine a friend in the 
same situation. Would you 
tell them they’re an idiot? 
Probably not. You’d listen to 
them, offer a shoulder and 
discuss what to do different-
ly the next time.

Put it in perspective: 
Remind yourself that strug-
gle is a part of the human 
experience. You can say: 
“I’m not alone in feeling 
this way,” or “We all strug-
gle sometimes.”

Soothe yourself: Find a 
mantra that works for you: 
“I will accept myself as I 
am,” for example. You can 
also place your hand over 

your heart or give yourself 
a hug.

Challenge negat ive 
thoughts: Write down what 
you’re thinking or feeling, 
read it over and then replace 
those negative thoughts 
with kindness and compas-
sion.

I wish all of you a 
peaceful – and self-compas-
sionate – holiday season!

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Fr y k e n b e rg ,  R . N . ,  a 
reg i s t e re d  n u rs e  a n d 
board-cert i fied patient 
advocate, is the found-
er of www.NurseAdvocate 
Entrepreneur.com, which 
trains medical profession-
als to become success-
ful private patient advo-
cates.  A Monson, MA res-
ident, she is the author of 
“How to Be a Healthcare 
Advocate for Yourself & 
Your Loved Ones” and her 
new book, “Advocating 
Well: Strategies for Finding 
Strength and Understanding 
in Health Care,” available 
at Amazon.com.   Contact 
her at Teri@NurseAdvocate 
Entrepreneur.com to set up 
a free phone consultation. 

JUMP, from page 4

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Visit us at
www.

turley
.com
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◗  In The News

EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES
New Year’s will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of Dec. 29, 2025 - Jan. 2, 2026:
Friday, December 26 at 2 PM for January 1 issue

• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times
• Agawam Advertiser News 

Monday, December 29 at 2 PM for January 1 issue
• Sentinel • The Journal Register

• Ware River News • Barre Gazette
Tuesday, December 30 at 2 PM for January 2 issue

• Quaboag Current • Town Reminder 
• The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of NEW YEAR’S for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 29-Jan. 2 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 26 at 3 p.m.

Best 
Pizza 

in
Town

You 
Ring 
We 

Bring213 South Street, Holyoke

Two Large Pizzas,
 1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$33.50 +Tax

#1

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$32.99 +Tax

#2

#4 One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$44.50 +Tax

Ten Wings w/French Fries
$17.99 +Tax

Two 16” Grinders with 
Bag of Chips & Can of Soda

$25.99 +Tax

      Large 1 Topping Pizza, 
    Small Cheese Calzone, 

2 Liter Soda &
10 Wings $43.50 +Tax

#11

#13

#16
GAME
DAY

 SPECIAL

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE

www.holyokepizza.com 

Clipless Coupons – Order By Number

413.532.6666WE DELIVER!

8” Grinder or Pita Pocket 
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$14.25+Tax

One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40.99 +Tax

One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23.99 +Tax

One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +Tax

#5

#10

#6

#14

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS
(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.95 
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda ............................. $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda .................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda .................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese Pizza ................................................$8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ............... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....................... $10.99

Holyoke Pizza
GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!!

rium a good idea.
“Winter weather – snow, 

ice, freeze-thaw cycles – 
complicates paving and 
repair work, increases risk of 
pavement damage, interferes 
with plowing operations, and 
can lead to degraded road 
quality when conditions are 
not optimal,” Garcia stated. 
“A winter moratorium helps 
preserve our streets, ensures 
safety, and reduces mainte-
nance costs.”

While the moratorium 
is in place, there are always 
exceptions, specifically for 
emergency situations or sit-

uations where the public’s 
safety necessitates the work.

“The  on ly  a l lowed 
exceptions are for urgent, 
unforeseen emergencies that 
threaten public health, safety, 
or essential services,” Garcia 
stated. “Any such emergency 
work will be coordinated by 
the DPW to limit disruption 
and ensure proper restoration 
in spring.

We appreciate  your 
cooperat ion and under-
standing in helping us keep 
Holyoke’s roads safe and in 
good condition throughout 
the winter season.”

The city does have a 
number of road projects that 
need to completed. Among 

them, the Appleton St. bridge 
is currently closed due to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation following an 
inspection that showed the 
bridge was structurally insuf-
ficient. A full timeline of that 
bridge repair has yet to be 
determined.

It is unclear of the city’s 
moratorium applies to state 
roads like Route 202 or 5 
and if it can be enforced on 
MassDOT.

Prior to the moratorium 
being put in place this week, 
the city had made a dent in 
the FY2026 paving program, 
getting a few projects done 
prior to the end of the con-
struction season.

which helped garner him 
the respect of fellow vol-
unteers, paving the way to 
his current role as Co-Chair 
of the Float Committee. In 
this position, Menard works 
with the Float Committee 
to oversee the design and 
construction of the icon-
ic Grand Colleen float—a 
signature symbol of the 
Parade’s pageantry and 
pride. And on Parade day, 
Menard is a main founda-
tional staple, predicated on 
reassuring presence at the 
“Float Lot,” where he works 
tirelessly to guarantee that 
each float is perfectly staged 
and ready to roll. 

Offering insight into 
why Menard garnered the 
achievement was 2026 
Pa rade  P res iden t  J im 
Wildman.

“James Menard rep-
resents the very best of 
our Committee’s tradition 
of service,” Wildman said. 

“His energy, commitment, 
and genuine love for the 
Parade embody the spirit 
that keeps this celebration 
thriving year after year. 
And because of this, we are 
proud to honor him with the 
Gallivan Award and grate-
ful for everything he brings 
to our community and our 
cherished events.”

In addition, Menard 

was a child of the Paper 
City, but now resides in 
Chicopee with his wife, 
Katie, whom he married in 
November 2025. Beyond 
his Parade involvement, 
Menard works in the secu-
rity department at Baystate 
Health and volunteers with 
the Civil Air Patrol, Air 
Force Auxiliary at Westover 
Air Force Base. 

WORK, from page 1 AWARD, from page 1

POSITION, from page 1

the individual to begin their 
appointment.

The city council could 
also vote to have Casey 
remain in the position tem-
porarily beyond the end of 

his elected term until an 
appointed treasurer could be 
named.

Since approving the 
ordinance for the treasur-
er position, it has not been 
posted for people to start 
applying.

Whi l e  t he  t r e a su r -

er position will need to be 
filled soon, more immediate 
is the position of city audi-
tor as Tanya Wdowiak has 
also announced her resigna-
tion and will be leaving her 
position this month. She will 
also need to be replaced in 
the near future.

2026 Daniel J. Gallivan Award Recipient James Menard and his 
wife, Katie Menard. Submitted photos

WESTFIELD – Amelia 
Park Children’s Museum 
announces the return of the 
Penguin Plunge to be held 
on Saturday, Jan. 24, 2026, 
at 1 p.m. at Hampton Ponds 
State Park, Westfield MA. 
Check-in begins at 11:30 
a.m. Proceeds from the 
Penguin Plunge will benefit 
the museum.

“The Penguin Plunge 
is a long-standing tradi-
tion in Westfield. We are 
very excited that  we’re 
able to host the Penguin 
P lunge  in  2026 .”  sa id 
Diane Chambers, Executive 
Di rec to r  o f  the  muse -
um.    “We want to make 
this event a Plunge for the 
record books!” 

Through the years par-
ticipants and sponsors of 
the Plunge have helped to 
raise over $370,000 to sup-
port Amelia Park Children’s 
Museum.

Plunge participants may 
join as an individual or as 
a team. Each participant 
pledges to raise a minimum 
of $75 from friends and 

family and is encouraged to 
collect as many sponsors as 
possible. Those under the 
age of 18 will receive a reg-
istration discount of $25.

There are  monetary 
prizes of “cold hard cash’’ 
for the top three individuals 
or teams that raise the most 
money; first place - $300, 
second place - $200, third 
place - $100.

A costume contest is 
part of the fun, and partic-
ipants are encouraged to 
come dressed creatively. 
There will be prizes for Best 
Individual Costume and 
Best Team Costume. 

Register  in advance 
online or at the Plunge on 
the day of the event from 
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Participants will receive a 
free 2026 Penguin Plunge 
T-shirt (while supplies last).

Sponsorship opportuni-
ties, registration and pledge 
forms are available via the 
museum website  https://
www.ameliaparkmuseum.
org/penguin-plunge  or can 
be picked up at the museum. 

St. Patrick’s Committee opens Colleen applications
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

St. Patrick’s Committee 
of Holyoke is proud to 
announce that applications 
are now open for the 70th 
Annual Holyoke Grand 
Colleen Pageant on 
Jan. 3.

For seven 
decades, the 
Grand Colleen 
Pageant  has 
been a  s ig-
nature  event 
o f  Holyoke’s 
St. Patrick’s cel-
ebrations, honoring 
the heritage, pride, and 
accomplishments of young 
women of Irish descent. 
Serving as the kickoff to 
Parade season, the pageant 
is more than a competi-
tion - it is an opportunity 
to represent one’s commu-
nity, celebrate Irish culture, 
and join a legacy of ambas-
sadors who have played a 
special role in the city’s 
most cherished tradition.

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e 
Committee is excited to 
announce an expanded 
eligibility that opens the 
door for even more young 

women to participate. In 
addition to residents of 
Holyoke and South Hadley, 
contestants from Holyoke’s 
bordering communit ies 

of Easthampton and 
Southampton are 

now eligible to 
enter the com-
petition. 

“ B e i n g 
c h o s e n  a s 
t h e  G r a n d 
C o l l e e n  i s 

about so much 
more than wear-

ing the crown,” said 
Kate Caligaris, Colleen 
Committee Chair.  “It’s 
about leadership, pride in 
one’s Irish heritage, and the 
chance to be part of some-
thing larger than yourself. 
We’re thrilled to welcome 
young women from our 
neighboring communities to 
share in this tradition.”

What’s new this year?
•  Expanded  e l i g i -

b i l i t y :  Yo u n g  wo m e n 
f r o m  H o l y o ke ,  S o u t h 
Hadley, Easthampton and 
Southampton are now invit-
ed to apply.

•  Broader  commu-
nity representation: The 
Commit tee  hopes  th i s 
expans ion  w i l l  f o s t e r 
regional pride and strength-
en bonds across neighbor-
ing towns.

Contestant Eligibility 
Applicants must:
• Be 17-22 years of age 

as of March 17, 2026
• Resident of Holyoke, 

South Hadley, Easthampton 
or Southampton

• Be single (never mar-
ried, not a parent)

• Claim Irish ancestry
• Complete a resume 

and application
A w a r d s  & 

Opportunities
The Grand Colleen will 

receive:
• $3,000 to be used 

as a scholarship or trip to 
Ireland

• Professional portrait
• Tiara
The Grand Colleen and 

Court will receive:
• Gifts from local busi-

nesses and Colleen Patrons
• A once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to serve as com-

munity ambassadors during 
Parade season

Important Dates 
• Oct. 1: Applications 

open
• Dec. 27: Deadline to 

submit application to enter 
the Grand Colleen Pageant 

•  Dec. 28: Colleen 
O r i e n t a t i o n  a t  M r s . 
Mitchell’s Public House, 
Holyoke, 2 p.m. 

• Jan. 2: Grand Colleen 
Pagean t  Rehearsa l ,  a t 
Holyoke High School, 6:00-
8:00 p.m.

• Jan. 3: Grand Colleen 
Pageant   at Holyoke High 
School Auditorium, 6:00–
9:30 p.m.

• Jan. 4: Colleen Tea at 
Donovans, Holyoke, 3:00-
5:00 p.m..

•  F e b.  1 4 :  G r a n d 
Coronation Ball at The Log 
Cabin, Holyoke

Apply  now!  www.
holyokestpatricksparade.
com/apply. For any ques-
t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
Kate Caligaris, Colleen 
Committee Chair at (413) 
627-8716 or holyokecol-
leens@gmail.com. 

Museum announces return 
of annual Penguin Plunge
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – There 
are multiple soccer offi-
cials associations through-
out the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, all which are 
responsible for the recruiting, 
training, assigning, and eval-
uating of soccer referees that 
do high school games, as well 
as some youth leagues.

The Pioneers Valley 

Soccer Officials Association 
is the only organization is 
that is still doing awards ban-
quets, recognizing athletes, its 
members for longtime service, 
and contributors to the soccer 
community.

Last Friday night at the 
Ludlow Polish American 
Club, the 79th iteration of the 
awards banquet was held and 
the same positive vibe could 

Turley’s Henry, Peterson 
recognized for work

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

LUDLOW – For near-
ly 20 years, two people have 
anchored the sports depart-
ment at Turley Publications.

When you think of 
sports in the Journal Register, 
Sentinel News, Agawam 
Advertiser, or Ware River 
News, you think of David 
Henry and Tim Peterson.

Both have been members 
of the Turley Sports staff for 
almost two decades, cover-
ing every sport offered by the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association, and con-
necting with thousands of ath-
letes over the course of their 
careers.

Their job has been to see 
that the deserving student-ath-
letes who work hard and 

achieve milestones, league 
titles, Western Mass. titles, 
and college success get recog-
nized by their communities.

Last Friday night, it was 
their turn to be recognized for 
their dedicated work.

The Pioneer Valley 
Soccer Officials Association 
a w a r d e d  H e n r y  a n d 
Peterson with Letters of 
Commendation.

The PVSOA, which 
held its awards banquet at 
the Ludlow Polish-American 
Club on Dec. 5, recognized 
the pair for their dedicated 
service of reporting and pho-
tographing boys and girls 
soccer, impacting multiple 
communities throughout the 
region.

The PVSOA Awards 
Committee believed their 
longtime service at Turley 

Publications was deserving of 
the letters.

Peterson had a more 
conventional background in 
sports journalism. He partici-
pated in his high school news-
paper at Oxford High School 
and went on to work at the 
Southbridge Evening News. 

In 2007, he transitioned 
to being a freelance writer for 
Turley Publications. At first, 
Peterson had an established 
rapport in the Palmer-Monson 
and Ludlow-Belchertown 
areas. But in recent years, 
readers can find Peterson in 
almost any one of the towns 
in Turley’s 11-newspaper, 
17-high school coverage 
zone.

“I really enjoy it ,” 
Peterson said. “I just love 

See TURLEY, page 8

Lady Knights 
preseason practice

HOLYOKE – Earlier 
this week, Holyoke High 
School gir ls  basketball 
pract ice in the gym at 
home. 

T h e  Ti g e r s  h a d  a 
scrimmage at Northampton 

on Tuesday and are prepar-
ing for their regular season 
on Friday, Dec. 12. 

The Knights will face 
at out-of-region opponent 
as Central Mass.’ Shepherd 
Hill visits for a 6 p.m. start.

PVSOA hold 79th 
awards banquet

Submitted photo
Turley Publications Sports writer Tim Peterson and photographer David Henry were recognized last 
Friday night at the Pioneer Valley Soccer Officials Association. The are pictured with PVSOA member 
Joe Santos.

See AWARDS, page 8

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Kyra Lippman dribbles into the 
arc.

Jasani Colon looks to pass.

Reid Savoie receives a service award from David DelBuono.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Joe Santos was the Downie Award winner this year. He stands with 
James Duggan.

David DelBuono, the outgoing PVSOA President, was inducted into 
the Massachusetts Interscholastic Soccer Officials Association. He 
was recognized at the PVSOA banquet for that accomplishment by 
James Duggan.

HOLYOKE – Women’s 
basketball got back to their 
winning ways on Thursday 
night, earning a 65-59 home 
victory over regional oppo-
nent Northern Essex CC. 
The Lady Cougars domi-
nated early on, scoring 38 
points in the first half to 

take a 17-point lead into 
halftime. Holyoke was able 
to hold off a strong sec-
ond-half push from their 
opposition on their way to 
the win

J o h a n y s 
Andrades  (Springfield, 
MA / Putnam Vocational 

Technical HS)  played bril-
liantly for the Cougars, 
leading the team in points, 
rebounds  and  ass i s t s . 
Andrades scored a sea-
son-high 21 points while 
grabbing nine rebounds and 
dishing eight assists. Emily 
McGrail  (Ware, MA / Ware 

HS)  had a team-high four 
blocks for Holyoke and was 
second in points with nine. 

Women’s basketball is 
in second place in the New 
England standings with a 
3-1 regional record. They 
are 4-3 overall and 4-1 ver-
sus NJCAA opponents.

HCC Cougars earn victory against Northern Essez

Genesis Rivera gets the short 
jumper.

Members of the girls basketball team warm up. 	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kayle igh Dorman 
shoots  near  the 
hoop.
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R E A D I N G , 
PA  —  The   Worces t e r 
Railers HC  (9-9-1-1, 20 
pts)  fell to the Reading 
Royals (10-9-2-0, 22 pts) 
on Saturday, December 6th, 
with a final score of 4-5 in 
front of a crowd of 3,494 at 
the Santander Arena. The 
Railers are back in action on 
Wednesday night agains the 
Adirondack Thunder at will 
take on the Royals again on 
home ice on January 14th at 
7:05 p.m. EST.

Reading struck first 
with an early goal, scored 
by Massimo Rizzo (1-2-3), 
assisted by Nolan Burke 
(1-1-2) and Carter Berger 
(0-2-2) at 4:09 in the first. 
The Royals extended their 
scoring streak to two goals, 
the second added by Jeremy 

Michel (1-0-1), assisted by 
Rizzo and Ben Meehan (0-1-
1) at 15:45 in the first (0-2). 
Worcester answered with a 
power play tally of their own 
at 17:46, scored by Gleb 
Veremyev (1-0-1), assisted by 
Anthony Callin (0-1-1) and 
Drew Callin (0-1-1) (1-2). 
Reading bookended the first 
period with their third goal 
of the night from Burke, 
assisted by Rizzo and Berger 
at 19:24. Reading grabbed 
the only goal in the second 
period, a tipped shot from 
Robbie Stucker (0-1-1), redi-
rected by Nick Capone (1-0-
1), also assisted by Artem 
Kulakov (0-1-1) at 7:46. A 
final Reading goal was scored 
by Kyle Haskins (1-0-1) at 
2:54 in the third. Worcester 
answered the Royals’ fifth 

goal with three goals in the 
second half of the period. The 
first by Matt DeMelis (1-1-2) 
(2-5), the second by Anthony 
Repaci (1-1-2) (3-5), and the 
third by Lincoln Hatten (1-1-
2) (4-5). The clock ran out 
just as Worcester pushed for 
their goal to tie the game and 
force overtime, but the game 
ended in a 5-4 Royals’ vic-
tory. 

Reading opened the 
game with an early lead 
at 4:09. Royal’s forward 
Massimo Rizzo (4th) tucked 
the puck in between the 
pipe and left skate of Parker 
Gahagen (0-1). Reading 
stretched their lead to two 
goals with a score from 
Jeremy Michel (1st)  at 
15:45 (0-2). A chance for 
the Railers to narrow the 

gap came late in the period 
as they went on their third 
power play of the night, 
which opened the ice for 
Anthony Callin to feed a 
pass from behind the net to 
Gleb Veremyev (2nd) for 
Worcester’s first goal at 17:46 
(1-2). T.J. Walsh headed 
to the box shortly after the 
tally for holding, which put 
Reading on their first power 
play of the night. Nolan 
Burke (3rd) nabbed a goal for 
the Royals 28 seconds into 
Walsh’s penalty to re-estab-
lish their two-goal lead. Shots 
on goal were 12-16 in favor 
of Reading. 

The Royals’ fourth goal 
of the night came just over 
a third of the way through 
the second period from for-
ward Nick Capone (2nd). 

Worcester played the period 
on the defensive and found 
themselves down a man on 
two separate occasions. 
Neither penalty resulted in 
a Royals goal, but Capone’s 
scored soon after the clock 
ran out on Riley Ginnell’s 
time served for high-sticking. 
Worcester was kept off of the 
board in the second which left 
the score at 4-1 Reading to 
close the second. Worcester 
trailed in shots on goal with 
nine to Reading’s 12. Reading 
was assessed one penalty 
served by Ben Meehan. 

As play resumed in the 
third, Worcester worked to 
cut into the Royals three-
goal lead, turned four as Kyle 
Haskins (5th) added anoth-
er to Reading’s tally for the 
evening at 2:54. Worcester 

opened the floodgates on 
Reading’s net and scored 
three times in the second half 
of the period. Matt DeMelis 
scored an even strength goal 
at the 12:41 mark to make it 
a three-goal game. Worcester 
then called its timeout and 
pulled goaltender Thomas 
Gale to give the team an extra 
attacker. Repaci (6th) (3-5), 
and Hatten (8th) (4-5) each 
added their own goals with 
the extra-attacker on to get 
back to within one. Despite 
their offensive push across 
the final 2:30 of the third, 
Worcester fell short by one as 
the final horn sounded. The 
final score was 5-4 Reading. 
Final shots were 41-35 
Worcester, and final penalties 
were six for the Royals and 
three for the Railers. 

Worcester Railers comeback falls short
◗  Sports

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH MEETING
Bulrush LLC (microbusiness-

es) is giving notice of a Com-
munity Outreach Meeting in 
the parking lot at 1 Cabot St. 
Holyoke, 01040, their proposed 
location, at 5:15 pm on Dec 
29th, 2025. There will be an op-
portunity for the public to ask 
questions or, email ezra@blues-
kiescan.com
12/12/2025

City of Holyoke
Invitation to Bid
IFB 2026-25H 

Compliance Contractor
The city of Holyoke is seeking 

to collaborate with a contractor 
that works to bring properties 
into compliance with state laws 
and local city ordinance. The 
compliance contractor brings 
compliance to areas that have 
been neglected and have been 

cited as noncompliant with state 
and local regulations. Areas may 
include biological waste, blood, 
syringes, human and animal fe-
ces, diapers, and sharp objects. 
Those awarded with the contract 
to be the compliance contractor 
of the city must be able to work 
in conditions and meet the re-
quirements of the position which 
include but not limited to; Get 
properties into compliance with-
in 7 days which is to include, 
board & securing, removing 
overgrown vegetation, graffiti 
removal, and monitoring. Will 
work with Board of Health, 
Building, PD and local vendors. 
All supplies for board and secure 
and personal protective equip-
ment would be purchased and 
supplied by the supplier. Docu-
ments will be available starting 
on 12/10/25 by requesting elec-
tronically from morrowj@holy-
oke.org or in person from the 

purchasing office. Or in person 
at no charge from the Purchasing 
Department. Bids will be accept-
ed until 12/30/2025. SUBMIS-
SIONS ARE TO BE SUBMIT-
TED ELECTRONICALLY TO 
morrowj@holyoke.org on or 
before 2PM 12/30/2025. The 
electronic timestamp will be the 
determining time. Submissions 
are to have the title “Compliance 
Contractor Submission” in the 
subject line. More than 1 contrac-
tor may be chosen. The estimated 
contract value is aprox $50,000 a 
year total, not per contractor. The 
city reserves the right to con-
tract with respondents for up to 
3 years based on appropriations 
and contractor performance. The 
city follows Ch.30B, Ch.149 and 
all other applicable purchasing 
laws. The city reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids.  
12/12/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing

Invitation to Bid
IFB 2026-19SD 

Holyoke High Roof
The City of Holyoke, 536 

Dwight St, Holyoke, MA 01040, 
the Awarding Authority, invites 
sealed bids for IFB 2026-19SD 
the Kelly Elementary Building 
Updates Project located at 216 
West St, Holyoke, MA 01040. 
The work is estimated to cost 
$6,650,000. Construction Sched-
ule anticipated to start June 22, 
2026, and substantially com-
pleted by September 1, 2026. 
Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J &amp; to mini-
mum wage rates as required by 
M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to 27H in-
clusive. Filed sub trades must be 
certified by DCAMM in the cat-
egories of  PAINTING, FLOOR-
ING, MISC METALS, ELEVA-
TOR, PLUMBING, HVAC and 

ELECTRIC. All Bidders must 
include a current DCAMM Cer-
tificate of Eligibility and a signed 
DCAMM Update Statement. 
Filed Sub Bids will be received 
until January 8, 2026, at 2:00 PM 
and publicly opened, forthwith 
online. Prime Contractors must 
be certified by DCAMM in the 
category General Building Con-
struction. Bidders must include 
a current DCAM Certificate of 
Eligibility and a signed DCAM 
Update Statement. 

A pre-bid walkthrough will 
be held on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 17, 2025, at 2pm for both 
General bidders and Filed Sub 
Trades. Bidders are able to 
meet at the main entrance of 
Kelly Elementary School, lo-
cated at 216 West St, Holyoke, 
MA 01040. 

General Bids will be received 
until January 16, 2026, at 2:00 
PM and publicly opened, forth-

with online. Only pre-qualified 
General Bidders may submit 
bids. General bids shall be ac-
companied by a bid deposit that 
is not less than five (5%) of the 
greatest possible bid amount 
(considering all alternates), and 
made payable to the City of 
Holyoke. Bid Forms and Con-
tract Documents are available 
electronically at www.biddocs.
com (BDO# B25-HQ8P) or in 
person at Nashoba Blue, Inc. 
at 433 Main Street, Hudson, 
MA 01749 (978-568-1167) on 
Wednesday December 10, 2025 
after 9:00 AM. Questions due 
by December 31, 2026, at 2:00 
PM. The city reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids if in the 
city’s best interest. 
12/12/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

covering sports and I really 
enjoy watching high school 
soccer.”

Peterson also named 
baseball as one of his favor-
ite sports to cover. Peterson, 
especially over the past sev-
eral years, has had no short-
age of exciting competition 
to cover. He’s been at most 
major championship games 
in Turley’s coverage area, and 
even enjoys traveling around 
the state to schools he has 
never been to thanks to the 
state’s new tournament for-
mat.

Peterson was not even 
taking much of a break at the 
PVSOA banquet, forgoing 
receiving too much recogni-
tion, and focusing his atten-
tion on the award winners at 
the event (see related stories).

Henry did not have a typ-
ical path to becoming Turley’s 
longstanding sports photogra-
pher since 2006.

He had a more than 
30-years career in the mili-
tary in the United States Air 
Force. He spent many of his 
years working as a mechan-
ic at Westover Air Reserve 
Base right in his hometown of 
Chicopee.

But he also spent some of 
his time overseas during his 
early days in the military.

“I bought my first SLR 
while I was in Thailand,” 
Henry said. He was looking 
to capture moments from his 
tours in foreign places and 
began taking pictures.

He eventually built his 
own dark room at his home. 
But he did not do too much 
more with photography until 
digital became more preva-

lent and he was encouraged to 
apply to the Chicopee Register 
following his retirement from 
the military in 2006.

He was put in contact 
with then-sports Editor Lou 
Zoldy, and has been a fix-
ture with Turley Sports ever 
since. Additionally, over the 
years, his non-sports photo 
spreads have also been a huge 
support for Turley’s mission 
of capturing the big events 
in the communities. Among 
other things, he has covered 
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Holyoke for many years, and 
has done many photo spreads 
in Agawam, Holyoke, and 
Chicopee in recent years.

In accepting their let-
ters of commendation, both 
thanked the PVSOA for rec-
ognizing their work. Henry 
recognized the student-ath-
letes and their accomplish-

ments as what has found him 
the most enjoyment in the 
work he has done for the past 
20 years.

Turley Sports is dedi-
cated to the coverage of high 
school sports with a boots-on-
the-ground type of approach, 
attending as many events as 
possible with photo or story 
coverage. Both Henry and 
Peterson’s loyalty to Turley 
and to the student-athletes 
in the region personify the 
approach and the pursuit of 
that mission.

Peterson was just the 
third writer to be recognized 
by the PVSOA while Henry 
became the first photographer 
to receive a letter of commen-
dation from the organization. 
The PVSOA has been award-
ing letters of commendation 
since 1979.

be felt in the room as the 
PVSOA gave out their sports-
manship awards, most valu-
able players, and other mis-
cellaneous awards for service, 
contributions and dedication to 
the soccer community at large.

James Duggan, who was 
the master of ceremonies at 
last Friday’s banquet, said he 
thinks its amazing that the 
PVSOA is still going strong 
with its banquet.

“You are all a part of 
history,” Duggan told the 
award winners. “Our program 
gets bigger every year as we 

have the entire history of our 
awards in that program.”

Chief among the recog-
nized people at the banquet 
are the sportsmanship awards. 
Coaches like Eric Degnan of 
Monson girls soccer and Tom 
Rivet of Chicopee boys soccer, 
both of whom were present 
at this year’s awards ceremo-
ny for other recognition, often 
said the sportsmanship awards 
for their teams were huge hon-
ors.

Degnan, who recently 
retired from coaching, said 
making sure his teams showed 
exemplary sportsmanship was 
even more important than win-

ning league titles, and multiple 
sectional and state champion-
ships. Degnan has received 
nine sportsmanship awards 
from the PVSOA, all with 
Monson.

Rivet has three from 
the group. Two came with 
Chicopee boys soccer and one 
with East Longmeadow.

Outgoing President David 
DelBuono, who received an 
award, emphasized the impor-
tance of holding the annual 
event.

He said he appreciated 
the hard work of all the offi-
cials who continue to work 
hard for the student-athletes 

on the playing field.
The event was attended 

by family and friends of the 
awardees along with several 
recognizable faces who have 
served as officials for many 
years.

Duggan said he is looking 
forward to having everyone 
back next years for the 80th 
years of the awards. The ban-
quet was established in 1946.

The PVSOA recognizes 
individuals with the Jimmie 
Downie and Larry E. Briggs 
Awards as well as plaques 
given to referees who had 
achieved milestone years of 
service..

TURLEY, from page 7

AWARDS, from page 7

T-Birds get big 
win over Bruins

P R O V I D E N C E , 
R.I.  -  The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (6-11-3-
2) rode an otherworldly 
performance from their 
goalie to a 3-1 win over 
the Providence Bruins (17-
5-0-0) on Sunday inside 
Amica Mutual Pavilion. 

Vadim Zherenko had 
the busiest first period of 
anybody in the building, as 
the T-Birds goaltender was 
subjected to 15 attempts in 
a furious first-period push 
by the Bruins. Zherenko 
stood his ground, relent-
ing only a power-play 
one- t imer  to  Georg i i 
Merkulov.

H o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e 
Merkulov broke through, 
the T-Birds used their first 
shot on net of the day to 
get a fortuitous bounce 
and a 1-0 lead as Matthew 
Peca threw a puck off the 
legs of Hunter Skinner and 
through Michael DiPietro 
at 6:20 of the first period.

Providence wound up 
outshooting Springfield 
by a 15-2 margin in the 
opening frame, but the 
T-Birds responded with a 
great start to the second, as 
Chris Wagner found open 
space in the low slot and 
wired a perfect wrist shot 
over DiPietro’s glove at 

2:04, off a great find from 
Nikita Susuev. 

The T-Birds played 
a much more balanced 
second period, limiting 
Providence’s high-dan-
ger chances and allowing 
Zherenko clear sight lines 
to deny all 11 Bruins shots 
that did reach the net. 

The pressure only 
intensified in the final 20 
minutes for Zherenko, 
as the Providence attack 
emptied the tank on the 
Springfield goal mouth 
with 20 shots on net in 
the final period, but “Big 
Z” had responses every 
single time, including a 
highlight-reel denial of 
Christian Wolanin on a 
one-timer from the right-
wing circle in the closing 
minutes. 

Sam Stange even-
tually gave the T-Birds 
a breath with an emp-
ty-netter with less than 30 
seconds to play to usher 
the visitors to a victory. 
Zherenko completed his 
masterpiece with 45 stops.

The T-Birds are back 
on the ice next Saturday, 
Dec. 13, as they pay a 
visit to Utica to take on 
the Comets; puck drop 
is set for 7:00 p.m. at 
Adirondack Bank Center.

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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FIREWOOD
DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more. 

Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
 413-824-0731. 

Buying standing timber, 
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00

Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for

 outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 

New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY 

We buy guns. 
Federal and state license. 

413-658-5690.

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, 
no project too small. Service upgrades, 

pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.  
Master Elec. #20773A. T

ext/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413) 206-6509
Every customer gets a free gem stone.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and 
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction 
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

INSTRUCTION
NRA Certified Basic Pistol Course 
with Live Fire for License to Carry permit 
$140. Matt Marcinkiewicz muscione@
hotmail.com 413-537-0620

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, 
exterior painting and wallpapering. 

Also minor carpentry. 
413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

SNOWPLOWING
RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.  
Wilbraham residential only  Call or Text 
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is 
looking for mature, responsible adults with 
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours 
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very 
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental 
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147
A&M TUNE-UPS

Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 

Work done at your home.
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

(413) 687-5552

TUNE-UPS

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Classified Advertising
DEADLINE

MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call 
1-413-283-8393
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EARLY DEADLINESEARLY DEADLINES
FOR ADS & LEGAL NOTICES

Christmas will bring early deadlines for all ads & legal notices to run in 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS the week of December 22-26, 2025:

Wednesday, December 17 at 2 PM for December 25 issue
• Country Journal • The Register • Wilbraham-Hampden Times 
Thursday, December 18 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue

• Agawam Advertiser News
• Sentinel • Quaboag Current • The Journal Register

Friday, December 19 at 2 PM for December 25 Issue
• Ware River News • Barre Gazette

Monday, December 22 at 2 PM for December 26 Issue
• Town Reminder • The Holyoke Sun • Chicopee Register

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

      EARLY      EARLY
DEADLINEDEADLINE
In observance of CHRISTMAS for

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 • 413-283-8393 • www.turley.com

Dec. 22-26 newspapers there will be an 
EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!EARLY CLASSIFIEDS DEADLINE!
Place your advertisement no later than

Thurs., Dec. 17 at 3 p.m.

Anayha Lopez stands with the 
sleigh.

The Holyoke High School bell ringers perform.

The Madrigal Choir performs outside city hall.	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Christmas lights are active in the city.

Mayor Joshua Garcia speaks at the tree lighting.

Holyoke’s 2025 Christmas tree is lit outside city hall.

Armyics Harris and Limaya Gonzalez with one of the lit trees inside 
City Hall.

light up Holyokelight up Holyoke  
    brightens City Hallbrightens City Hall


