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Council
approves
rule
change

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Any mem-
ber of the Holyoke City
Council can go to the law
department and seek a legal
opinion on an issue.

That new rule was
passed 9-3 by the council at
its Nov. 6 meeting.

Ward 5 Councilor Linda
Vacon was unhappy with the
mayor vetoing her order to
seek a legal opinion on what
she felt was an invalid vote
to make a funding transfer.
The funding transfer was
for $137,000 and was for a
contracted service to help
the city deal with its ongo-
ing financial issues. The
city is under an order from
the Department of Revenue
to get certain accounting
updated and in order. Mayor
Joshua Garcia is contracting
an outside firm to assist with
that process.

When the vote was
taken, Vacon alleged the
vote took place after the city
council meeting should have
legally concluded due to it

See COUNCIL, page 8
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prev1ew performance at hbrary

The Holyoke Public Library will again provide the historic setting for a preview performance of The Nutcracker on Saturday morning, Dec. 6. Dancers from the
Massachusetts Academy of Ballet will perform in full costume beginning at 11 a.m. Events planned for before and after the performance include a drawing for a set of
free tickets to the full performance of The Nutcracker on Dec. 20 at HCC, photos with the dancers, and take-and-make gingerbread house kits. There will be a children’s
ornament-decorating craft activity after the performance (11:30 to 12 noon), DIY gift-wrapping for everyone in the Teen Room (9:30 a.m. to 12 noon), and digital family
photos against a holiday backdrop on the Fourth Floor (all day). All events are free. The preview begins promptly at 11 a.m., so please come early to get a good viewing
spot. The library will also be open with regular services that day, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Submitted photo

VOICE: Creating a way for veterans of Western Massachusetts

By Emily-Rose Pappas
epappas@turley.com

REGION - The Veterans
Outreach Into Community
Engagement, or VOICE, is a
group of members of Western
Massachusetts dedicated to
helping veterans.

Composed of Veterans
Agents, veterans, nonprof-
its, small businesses, and
beyond, VOICE is a group
that prioritizes the veter-
an living in the Hampden,
Hampshire, Franklin, and the
Berkshires Counties.

“It started with a veteran
employment and opportuni-

ty approach, and it’s really
blossomed into something
more for all veterans. It’s
such an amazing network,
and its intended for any pro-
gram, whether a governmen-
tal department, business, or
nonprofit that has a veteran
program that they adminis-
ter, and it’s to collaborate,”
said Stephanie Shaw, Chair
of VOICE and Director
of Veterans Services in
Chicopee.

VOICE has been going
on for at least 20 years,
focusing on cross-sharing
resources between veteran
agencies, small businesses,

and nonprofit organizations
that work to serve the veteran
in many different ways.

Shaw has been engaging
with VOICE for the past fif-
teen years, since 2010, and
has seen organizations like
Encompass, Compassion
Care, Veterans’ Inc., and
Project New Hope come
together to sit in person at
their meetings to collaborate.

“It’s about ensuring that
veterans are prioritized. We
look at it as it’s about the vet-
erans, and I think that really
helps make us unique. There
really is something unique
about our cohesiveness and

the bonds that these repre-
sentatives have,” said Shaw.
“These people are consis-
tent and show up, and after
doing this for so long, it’s
invigorating to sit down once
a month to collaborate and
support one another.”

VOICE works hard to
create ways to ensure that vet-
erans across all four counties
in Western Massachusetts can
access care and resources like
fuel assistance, employment
help, connections to food pan-
tries, and also enjoy events for
veterans and coffee hours at
different places in towns all
over.

“It’s so that any veter-

an we come across can have
access to more, and be able
to access more from neigh-
bors,” said Shaw.

75 to 80 different entities
offer a full program or have
specific offerings for veter-
ans to access, and take part in
working alongside VOICE so
that all representatives of vet-
erans can access this essen-
tial information.

“Not everyone in that
room is a veteran, but they
really care about veterans,
and that’s what makes this

See VOICE, page 6

“It’s so that
any veteran
we come across
can have access
to more, and be able
to access more
from neighbors,”

- Stephanie Shaw
Chair of VOICE and
Director of Veterans
Services in Chicopee

Student-written play

HOLYOKE - On
Thursday, Nov. 13, the De
La Luz Soundstage was the
setting for a unique perfor-
mance.

High school drama clubs

typically perform plays or
musicals on the stages of
their own schools, but HHS
Student Fynn Maldonado
brought his original script to
De La Luz and created a din-

debuts at De La Luz

ner mystery theater.

The show offered an
immersive blend of mystery,
laughter, and suspense—
along with a three-course
meal. As the drama builds,

patrons collected clues,
piece together evidence, and
competed to solve the mys-
tery before the final act is
revealed. Every table had a
chance to uncover the truth.

The mystery continues. See more photos on page6.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Parking study shows
underutilization of
public parking areas

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - A
Parking Advisory Board
was recently charged with
doing a study of the town’s
public parking in the
downtown area. The board
worked with a firm to con-
duct the study and recent-
ly presented the results of
that study to the Ordinance
Committee last week.

According to the
study, there is a number
of areas of underutilized
parking throughout the
city.

“Overall, parking in
the study area is underuti-
lized,” the report states.
“Which is consistent with
prior parking studies for
Downtown Holyoke.”

According to the
report, the highest utiliza-
tion of on-street parking
spaces is around 11 a.m.

Despite that higher utili-
zation, which approaches
50%, 85% would be the
target usage to achieve
well-utilized parking, and
the city’s downtown area
falls very short of that.

The study did identi-
fy what areas are used the
most.

“At the busiest times
of the day, parts of Main
St. and High St. are filling
up and achieving higher
utilization levels, but there
is parking availability on
adjacent blocks and nearby
off-street lots.”

The average utiliza-
tion of on-street parking
spaces is approximately
38%. Handicapped acces-
sible parking utilization is
11% and off-street parking
spaces is about 20%.

One thing the study
also identified is a lack

See PARKING, page 8
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Chamber food drive expanding with partnership

HOLYOKE - The
Greater Holyoke Chamber
of Commerce (GHC) is
expanding its food drive,
strengthening its commit-
ment to end local food inse-
curity through new collab-
orations with key business
partners. This enhanced
initiative will benefit The
Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts and its net-
work partner, Margaret’s
Pantry, ensuring all dona-
tions collected directly sup-

port residents within the
Greater Holyoke communi-
ty.

This partnership
amplifies the community’s
capacity to support a criti-
cal cause. The Food Bank
of Western Massachusetts
plays an essential role in the
region, distributing food for
15 million meals annually
to 122,000 individuals. By
working with Margaret’s
Pantry, the Chamber ensures
that contributions made in

Holyoke stay in Holyoke,
addressing the immediate
needs of local families.

To increase accessi-
bility for donors, two con-
venient drop-off locations
have been established with
the support of business part-
ners. 850 High Street LLC
and its tenants will col-
lectively accept donations
at their location, which is
easily accessible from
Route 391. Holyoke Mall
at Ingleside will also serve

as a collection site, offering
extensive hours, including
weekends, for community
members to contribute.

Donation drop-off
hours are as follows:

e 850 High Street:
Monday, Wednesday, and
Friday from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m.; Tuesday and Thursday
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

e Holyoke Mall at
Ingleside (Security Office):
Monday through Friday
from 8:30 a.m. to 8§ p.m.;

Saturday from 10 a.m. to 9
p.m.; and Sunday from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m.

In recognition of
this community effort,
a Chamber Power Hour
event will be hosted at
850 High Street on Dec. 3
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The event will fea-
ture a check presentation to
The Food Bank of Western
Massachusetts, highlighting
the collective impact of the
community’s generosity.

Holiday Fair
on Dec.9

HOLYOKE -
St. Peter’s Annual
Gingerbread House Fair
will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 6 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Open for holiday
shopping. Homemade
crafts, decorations, food,
gifts, and more, including
lunch to purchase will be
available. You can build
your own gingerbread
house. St. Peter’s is located
at 34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke.

Providence Place to host free concert

HOLYOKE - The
last concert of the |
Fall 2025 series is

Providence Place is
located at 5 Gamelin

concert.

This event is free and

Library Giving Tree seeks sponsors

HOLYOKE - This year
the Holyoke Public Library

St. in Holyoke,
right behind the
Holyoke Mall.

The Holyoke
High School musi-
cians are directed
by Mark Todd and

will be performing a
variety of musical numbers
for our delightful holiday

open to the public with
ample parking available, no
RSVP is necessary. For more
information on the concert or
if you are interested in learn-
ing more about our retire-
ment community, please con-
tact Katelyn Bacon at 413-
534-9700 or email kbacon@
providenceplace.org.

here. Holyoke High —# is partnering with Margaret’s
. =

School Madrigal ~
Choir and 3
Octave Bell Choir
will be perform- ,
ing Sunday, Dec.
14 at 2 p.m. in Our
Mother of Sorrows Chapel
at Providence Place.

Providence Ministries to col-
lect holiday gifts for children
who may not be lucky enough
to get everything on their
list. To participate please do
the following:

* Stop by the lobby of the

Pantry and the Sisters of

Holyoke Public Library.

e Select one (or more)
ornament(s) from the giving
tree.

* Take one of the instruc-
tion fliers from the giving tree
table.

* Purchase only the item
listed.

* Return the unwrapped
present with the attached

ornament with the child’s
information to the Circulation
desk at the Holyoke Library
no later than Friday, Dec. 12
at 3 p.m.

e Gifts returned after this
date and time will have to be
held as extra items for next
year.

Thank you for participat-
ing in this season of giving.

Community invited to help chart future of HCC

HOLYOKE - Regional
leaders from diverse sectors

Public Schools, Dean Tech,
Nuestras Raices, and the

Martinez Ldpez, execu-
tive director of Enlace de

for our region.”

Mall announces annual
Salvation Army fundraising

of the Pioneer Valley econ-
omy will gather at Holyoke
Community College on
Tuesday, Dec. 2, for a discus-
sion that will help create the
next chapter in the college’s
80-year history.

The general public is
also invited to attend this
breakfast event, “Shaping
the Future: A Community
Conversation,” from 7:30 to
10 a.m. in the PeoplesBank
Conference Room (301/303)
in the Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce

Development, on the
main HCC campus, 303
Homestead Ave.

The panelists include:
Megan Burke, president of
the Community Foundation
of Western Massachusetts;
Anne Kandilis, director of
Springfield WORKS; Frank

Familias; Jason Pacheco,
director of workforce
planning and analytics at
Baystate Health; Javier
Reyes, chancellor of the
University of Massachusetts
Ambherst; and Aaron Vega,
director for the Office of
Planning and Economic
Development for the city of
Holyoke, and incoming pres-
ident and chief executive
officer of the Western Mass
Economic Development
Council.

Among the other attend-
ees will be state Rep. Pat
Duffy, John Reiff, director
of civic learning and engage-
ment with the Mass. Dept. of
Higher Education, and rep-
resentatives from MassHire
Holyoke, Way Finders,
Holyoke Health Center,
Tech Foundry, Holyoke

Public Health Institute of
Western Mass.

President Timmons will
kick off the event and set
the stage for this commu-
nity conversation. A ques-
tion-and-answer session will
follow the panel discussion.

“At Holyoke Community
College, student success is
a community effort,” said
President George Timmons.
“When our students thrive —
when they graduate, trans-
fer, gain new skills, launch
careers, and become leaders
— our entire region bene-
fits. These leaders, our edu-
cation partners, and others
will share perspectives on the
opportunities and challenges
facing our community, spark-
ing table conversations that
will inform how we write the
next chapter for HCC — and

The event is part of “SP
3.0,” the third iteration of the
college’s strategic planning
process, which began with
the start of the fall semester.
The college drafted its first
strategic plan in 2018. That
plan was refreshed in 2021.

So far, emerging prior-
ities for Strategic Plan 3.0
include collaboration and
partnerships, and workforce
and post-graduation success.

“Together, we’ve
achieved many of the ambi-
tious goals of our previous
strategic plans, creating path-
ways and opportunities that
have transformed lives and
strengthened our communi-
ty,” said President Timmons.
“Strategic Plan 3.0 is the next
chapter in that shared work,
and we need to hear as many
voices as possible to help us
chart the course ahead.”

campaign has begun

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Mall is proud to
partner with The Salvation
Army for their annual Red
Kettle Campaign Kick Off
event. This event signals
the start of an initiative
which funds programs and
services for thousands of
families, youth, and senior
citizens in our community
and across Massachusetts
each year.

Bell ringers will be
accepting donations at var-
ious exterior entrances and
interior locations across the
shopping center until Dec.
24. The event will also fea-
ture a performance from
the Holyoke High School
Madrigal Choir.

To complement the
Red Kettle Campaign, The

Salvation Army is set to
host another annual tradi-
tion, the Angel Tree. This
program provides clothing
and toys for children in
need.

According to The
Salvation Army, each
Angel Tree is decorated
with numbered paper angel
tags with the first name,
age, and gender of a child
who is in need of a gift.
Contributors remove one,
or more, tags from the tree
and purchase appropriate
gifts for the child or chil-
dren described on the tags.
Guests are encouraged to
visit the Angel Tree on the
Upper Level near AT&T
beginning on Friday, Nov.
14 and until Wednesday,
Dec. 24.

City to hold tree lighting,
‘Parade of Lights’ event
on Saturday, Dec. 6

HOLYOKE - Join
Mayor Joshua Garcia and
the Holyoke Parks and
Recreation Department as
the City hosts its Annual
Christmas Tree Lighting and
Parade of Lights celebration
on Saturday, Dec. 6. From
3 to 5 p.m. at the Holyoke
Merry Go Round, enjoy
unlimited free rides, take
pictures with holiday charac-
ters and visit with Dazzleday
Balloon Artists. From 5 to
6 p.m. at City Hall, warm
up with hot chocolate and
cookies while enjoying a

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST

YOUR BUDGET!
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED PORK

INFLATION
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performance by the Holyoke
High School Bell Choir and
Madrigal Choir.

Watch the Parade of
Lights depart from the
Holyoke High School park-
ing lot at 5:45 p.m., traveling
to Hampshire Street over to
High Street arriving at City
Hall. Mayor Garcia will
light the Christmas Tree at
6 p.m.

For more information,
please contact the Holyoke
Parks and Recreation
Department at 413-322-5620
or visit www.holyoke.org.
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There will be a Christmas sing-along free and open to the public by the Fanfare Brass Ensemble on Thursday, Dec. 11 at the Holyoke
Public Library, 250 Chestnut St, Holyoke. The 10-part group’s program: O Come All Ye Faithful, Three Ships, Three Kings, Westminster
Carol, Jingle Bell Rock, Twelve Days of Christmas, Away in the Manger, A Christmas Cannon, Jingle Bells, White Christmas, Sleight
Ride, Oh Holy Night, Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree, Angels from the Realms of Glory, All | want for Christmas, O little town of
Bethlehem, We Need a Little Christmas, Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer, Stars and Stripes for Christmas and more. Submitted photo

s> 80 Jarvis Ave., Holy(;l':e;§
onovaru s 413-543-0791

Irish Pub donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm
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£ 90 Meat Outlet 90 Avocado St. to explore these topics and more.

Springfield
HOUHS Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288
® Fri. 8-6 » Sat. 8-3

www.90meat.com
We reserve the right
to limit quantities.

This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.
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Santa Sprint to support Holyoke Pride set for Dec. 13

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Pride will launch the city’s
first-ever Santa Sprint
on Saturday, Dec. 13.
Registration opens at 10 a.m.
at De La Luz Soundstage,
located at 114 Race Street,
and the spirited dash will fol-
low the scenic Canalwalk on
Race Street. Racers—ages
18 and older—will run, walk,
or strut in Santa gear from
Euphorium Dispensary to
The Cubit building, raising
support for Holyoke Pride’s

growing series of June events
culminating in the 2026
PrideFest on June 27.
Participants can register
online now at holyokepride.
org for a Starting Line Pass,
available on a sliding scale
donation beginning at $20,
granting entry into the race
and helping to fund Holyoke
Pride programming. Those
who want to support without
running can choose a Cheer
Squad Pass, which allows
Spectators or remote support-

ers to donate any amount to
benefit Holyoke Pride. The
Santa Sprint is free to attend,
and community members are
encouraged to line the route
and cheer.

“This event brings
together everything that
makes Holyoke special—
community, joy, and the
commitment to show up for
one another,” said Holyoke
City Councilor, and Pride
Committee member, Juan
Anderson-Burgos. “The

Santa Sprint is a fun way to
welcome the holiday season
while supporting Pride and
the work it takes to create
meaningful, inclusive cele-
brations for everyone.”
Holyoke Pride and the
Santa Sprint is sponsored
by Holyoke Art, a nonprofit
strengthening Holyoke’s cre-
ative and cultural ecosystem.
Through its fiscal sponsor-
ship program, Holyoke Art
provides administrative and
financial support to grass-

roots initiatives like Holyoke
Pride, helping communi-
ty-led events thrive.

To help make this
first-ever Santa Sprint unfor-
gettable, both runners and
spectators are encouraged
to dress in their most festive
Santa outfits—Dbeards, hats,
bells, and bright red every-

with holiday spirit and com-
munity pride.

For race details, reg-
istration, or donations,

visit holyokepride.org.

Santa returns to mall

HOLYOKE - Santa
Claus is set to make his
return from the North Pole
to Holyoke Mall on Friday,
Nov. 21, with a special arriv-
al event this Saturday, Nov.
22. The magic begins at 11
a.m. on Saturday with a fire
truck arrival, at the mall
entrance next to Pickleball
Kingdom, near JCPenney.

Guests are encouraged
to arrive before 11 a.m. to
gather for Santa’s arrival to
make sure they don’t miss
his grand entrance with the
Holyoke Fire Department.
Santa Claus will be escorted
to his village in Café Square
by the Colby Academy of
Dance, followed by a special
holiday performance from
the group.

The holiday festivities
continue with free face paint-
ing and balloon twisting by
Dazzle Day Face Painters.

Photos with Santa are
available in Café Square
immediately following his
arrival until Christmas Eve.
Babies, children, families,
and even pets are invited
and more details are avail-
able here. Reservations are
strongly encouraged and can
be made by visiting whereis-
santa.com.

Along with Santa comes
the start of the holiday shop-
ping season, and Holyoke
Mall is announcing special
hours to ensure that guests
can shop in-store at their
convenience. The center will
be closed on Thanksgiving,
Thursday, Nov. 27, and
re-open on Black Friday,
Nov. 28 at 7 a.m. and will
close at 9 a.m. Click here
for a complete calendar of
Holyoke Mall’s holiday
shopping hours scheduled for
the 2025 season.

HOLYOKE

There’s snow place like
Wistariahurst during the hol-
iday season!Wistatiahurst’s
upcoming Holiday Open
House and Festive market
is perfect for those pine-
ing for some holiday cheer,
gifts from local businesses
and artists, and family fun.
The museum will be open
Dec. 6 and 7 from 11 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. for this joy-
ous event. The halls will be
decked with the splendor
of the holiday season, com-
plete with our massive Wisty

Railroad train set running
throughout Wistariahurst’s
gallery. Visitors will be able
to explore the first floor of
the museum, listen to holi-
day-themed music, and dis-
cover one-of-a-kind goodies
from local vendors and art-
ists. The festive market will
feature a variety of products
such as art, jewelry, and
other amazing items per-
fect for your gift exchanges
this year. Our Holiday Open
House is guaranteed to bring
joy to your world with his-
torical fun and holiday cheer.

But that’s not all. Guests
can enjoy family friendly
activities like a holiday sto-
rytime, family photos in our
historic carriage, and get a
holiday balloon animal.
There’s something for every-
one to enjoy- snow-one will
be left out of the fun.

Wistariahurst Museum’s
5th Annual Holiday Open
House and Festival Market
truly offers something for
everyone, and we’re so excit-
ed to welcome the entire
community to join us and
share in the joy of the sea-

Wistariahurst to hold open house, market

son. Our event is a time for
celebration and a time to
make cherished memories,
so we’ve made sure to make
admission to this event free
and open to the public. Don’t
fir-get to join us at this event
on Dec. 6 and 7 from 11 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. at Wistariahurst
Museum! It’s the most won-
derful time of the year.

This event is spon-
sored in part by the Adams
Foundation of South Hadley,
Bank ESB, Duryea Electric,
and Holyoke Gas and
Electric.

Plow contractors wanted

HOLYOKE - With
winter nearing, the
Department of Public
Works is seeking individ-
uals to assist city plow
operators in the 2025-2026

winter season. Qualified
individuals with the prop-
er equipment are encour-
aged to apply in person
at: DPW, 63 Canal Street,
Holyoke

Comedy
show to raise
funds for

toy drive

CHICOPEE - The
13th Annual Western Mass.
Toy Drive will be held on
Wednesday, Dec. 10 at the
Portuguese Club in Chicopee
with “A Night of Comedy.”
Join host Jess Miller for three
performances. Featured will
be Dave Sheehan, Doreen
Watson, and Max Dolchelli.
Tickets are $40 and includes
dinner, pictures with Santa
and Mrs. Claus as well as the
comedy show. Reserve your
seat now at funnyraising.com.

HOLYOKE

The Ancient Order of
Hibernians of Hampden/

Hampshire Counties along
with the Polish National
Credit Union Announce
the Annual Clothing and
Food Drive for Providence
Ministries from September
to Dec. 1.

Please drop off gen-
tly used clothing, blan-
kets, sleeping bags, and/
or non-perishable food

Hibernians hosting
clothing and food drive
for Providence Ministries

items to the Polish National
Credit Union 270 Westfield
Rd. Holyoke. Make a dona-
tion and be entered to win a
raffle basket.

Please help those who
are experiencing food inse-
curity and assist Providence
Ministries as they continue
to transform lives through
their life-changing pro-
grams. Stop by the PNCU-
your efforts will be greatly
appreciated.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

$1200/week

207-607-9333

"

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee
413-377-1433

10%
Extra Cash

When Cashing In
Your GOLD

Tl Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY *"‘
im.u..m www.hannoushma.com .

We Buy Gold in Any Condition Y

GOLD Is At An All-Time ngh'

25% Extra

When You Use Your

GOLD Towards
A New Purchase

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

H Turn Your Gold Into Cash!

Granby to
host a stuff-
a-cruiser

GRANBY - The
Granby Police and Fire
Associations invite the
public to help stuff a
cruiser with toys. Please
bring new, in-box,
unopened, unwrapped
toys to place is a cruis-
er that will be gifted to
children in need. The
event will take place on
Saturday, Dec. 6, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Wreaths Across America
event at Veterans Cemetery

AGAWAM - On
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 10
a.m., the Friends of the
Massachusetts Veterans
Memorial Cemetery
at Agawam will join
Wreaths Across America
in our annual mission to
Remember, Honor, and
Teach.

Together, we will lay
Remembrance wreaths on
the graves of our nation’s
heroes at the Massachusetts
Veterans Memorial
Cemetery, located at 1390
Main Street, Agawam, MA.

Parking and Shuttle
Information:

Parking will be avail-
able at Six Flags New
England, with shuttles run-
ning to the cemetery begin-
ning at 8§ a.m. Please plan
to arrive early to allow for

shuttle transport and seating
before the ceremony begins.

The Friends of the
Massachusetts Veterans
Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to honoring those who
have served, comforting
their families, and enhanc-
ing the beauty and dignity
of this eternal resting place.

By sponsoring a wreath
through the Friends, you
help ensure that every vet-
eran resting at the ceme-
tery is remembered with a
wreath of honor and grat-
itude.

For more information
or to sponsor a wreath,
please visit our website at
agawamfriends.org or email
us at wreathfriends @gmail.
com.

o

Enjoy tons of photo ops and
brand new light displays!

MeCrays Farm
o3 Alvord Street
South Hadley

WWWMCCRAYS-FARM.COM/HOLIDAYLIGHTS

Explore tractors, trees,
tunnels and so much more!

LET’S MAKE
THIS SEASON
MERRY.,
AND TOTALLY LIT?

Come experience magical
30-40 minute stroll
around the farm -

surrounded by hundreds of
thousands of dazzling lights!

BRIGHT,
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

If we hoth collect
Social Security, will our
benefits be affected?

Dear Rusty:

I reached full retire-
ment age back in June,
but I have not yet filed to
collect Social Security.
My husband current-
ly collects SS funds, and
he waited until he had
reached full retirement
age a few years ago. I am
considering signing up
now to receive my funds,
but I am a little confused
about whether I will
receive my full benefit
or is there some kind of
adjustment made based on
both of us collecting?

We are a simple case.
We have been married for
46 years, so there are no
other exes involved in this
equation. He did every-
thing online when he was
ready to start receiving
his funds, but we didn’t
consult with any advi-
sor when my husband
claimed. Now I think that
adding me as a spouse
might trigger some other
things I should consid-
er. Thank you for your
advice.

Signed: Concerned Wife

Dear Concerned:

Since you and
your husband have both
reached your respective
SS Full Retirement Age,
you are both entitled to
receive your full benefits
without any reduction.
And since you haven’t
yet filed, you are now
accumulating Delayed
Retirement Credits at the
rate of.667% addition-
al benefit for each month
you continue to delay.
You will get your full SS
retirement benefit plus
any earned DRCs when
you claim. The only ques-
tion you need to consider
is whether either you or
your husband will be enti-
tled to a “spousal boost,”
an increase when you
claim.

If the SS retirement
benefit you were entitled
to at your FRA is less
than 50% the amount your
husband was entitled to
at his FRA, then you will
get a “spousal boost” on
top of your own SS retire-
ment amount (the “boost”
amount would be the
difference between your
FRA amount and half of
his FRA amount). But if
your SS amount at your
FRA is more than 50%
of your husband’s FRA
entitlement, then you will

only get your own SS
retirement benefit based
on your own lifetime
earnings record. Spouse
benefits are always deter-
mined from each part-
ner’s FRA entitlement
and if one partner’s FRA
amount is less than 50%
of the other partner’s FRA
amount, then a spousal
boost will be given. And
that also works if your
FRA entitlement is higher
than your husband’s, if
your FRA amount is more
than twice your husband’s
FRA amount, then he will
get a spousal boost from
you. Otherwise, each of
you will get only your
personally earned SS
retirement amount and
both of you collecting SS
will not negatively affect
each other’s individual SS
benefit.

FYI, the spousal
boost amount stops grow-
ing at full retirement age,
so if you are eligible for
a spousal boost from your
husband then you should
claim your SS benefits
now and ask for benefits
retroactive to June (your
FRA month). However, if
you will not get a spousal
boost from your husband,
you have the option of
delaying even further and
earning more DRCs (thus
a higher monthly benefit).
You can earn DRCs up
to age 70, at which time
you will get the maximum
possible Social Security
benefit about 127%
of your personal FRA
amount if you delay that
long.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor
for AMAC.

Thanksgiving nostalgia and planning
ahead for next year’s gratefulness

he arrival of
Thanksgiving
always gets

me a little nos-
talgic.

Gone are
the days of
sneaking into
the kitchen
with my sister
for a little bit
of the crispy
dressing from
the stuffed turkey
still in our parent’s oven. Or
how about awakening to the
wonderful scents the morn-
ing of, knowing mom had
been up at 4 a.m. getting the
bird prepared.

It was always so much
fun to butter the brown and
serve rolls and then transfer
them from the oven to the
pre-heated trivet in their little
wooden basket. I can smell
the smells if I think about
it long enough, and surely I
can see my dad at the count-
er with the carving knife in
hand.

Another big tradition
was the nut bowl and the nut
cracker and tools. We only
ate nuts at Thanksgiving,
and at Christmas to a lesser
extent. I remember the Brazil
nuts and walnuts being espe-
cially hard to crack with my
little hands, but the challenge
was half the fun.

These memories from
my childhood are replaced
with new traditions that my
kids will call their own mem-
ories when they are my age.
I guess the important thing
is that we are thankful on
this day whether it is for the
memories, the people or the
food or all of it. Gratitude
goes a long way.

This Thanksgiving I am
especially thankful for the
bountiful harvest from this
year’s vegetable garden. The
old motto goes something
like: “you get out what you
putin.”

This year I sure put in a
lot of effort in hopes of that
harvest. When rain stopped

" the

*

I watered and watered and

watered some more.

I made an investment
in organic fertilizers and
mulched the rows as best as I
could. I lugged free compost
home by the bucket. I har-
vested even when I was tired
of it and preserved it all even
after I grew weary.

Does all this make me
a saint or a perfect garden-
er? By all means, no. I still
planted too close and didn’t
weed as much as I should.
I got my flowers in too late
and didn’t stake a single one.

Oh well, no one and
nothing is perfect, but I guess
my attention was directed
towards the harvest and I am
happy to have succeeded at
that to a pretty good degree.

I ordered my first seed
catalog for the 2026 growing
season this past week, and
I can’t wait until it arrives.
I can picture how much fun
I’'ll have going through last
years seeds and notes while I
plan my garden.

When you undertake
this process, keep in mind
what you want your attention
directed towards. Do you
want to streamline, experi-
ment or perfect?

I learned this year that
I don’t need eight varieties
of tomatoes to make a really
good sauce. What I do need
is a really good paste tomato
variety, and maybe a two or
three cherry types for salads,
and one slicing variety to top
an occasional burger.

That is just an exam-

ple, but you get the idea.
Streamlining is practical.

If you want to try
growing new things,
maybe Brussels
sprouts like
I wrote about
last week, or
sweet pota-
toes, like I
experimented
with this past summer,
take some time over
the offseason to look

up the particulars so that
you will be successful.

I did a show and tell
with some students recent-
ly and it was a lot of fun to
show them some out of the
ordinary things that can be
grown at home, like popcorn
and luffa sponges for exam-
ple. Get creative.

Maybe what will inspire
you is getting something
right, doing a better job
growing a certain crop.

Did your zucchini look
like baseball bats? Don’t
worry, next year you’ll har-
vest sooner and more often.
Same thing goes for those
blimpy cukes. And what
about those carrots? Next
year you’ll loosen up your
soil and remove some rocks
from the carrot patch so that
they won’t all fork. Straight,
long roots here we come.

Wishing you all a Happy
Thanksgiving! Have fun
when the planning stage
begins for next year’s garden.
It is, after all, just about six
months away from our frost-
free date.

Now that is something to
be thankful for!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s

Call to place your
classified ad:
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

* Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

* Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent
& Vacation Rentals

* Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time
Career Opportunities

413-283-8393

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.
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TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Reaching readers in

50 local communities every week.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The
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Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to
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photo-request

Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

PHONE
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Fax: 413.283.7017
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POETRY CORNER

Thanksgiving Qay Wedding

A fasting hour by the open-doored day;
To where? — runs a rushing rill...
A reminder suddenly — of larger things;
Of a wedding down the hill.

And a mile or so away, where they are:
At the mid-region of a glen;
And, if to leave right away —
They might be waiting then.

For sixteeen years I've known the bride;
Nearly as long — the groom:
Ten thousand years each has known,
The other, when the ice made room.

Rains that we have had, and now;
Warm sun, reduce further the snow;
With all amelt everywhere
Friends of the party will go.

A vermillion-red cape is drawn around,
In fullness for safety as for ceremony;
And follow tracks through green-shadowed woods,
But no others have arrived I see...

Except the bride, over rocks and stone;
And a swollen, hurtling, headlong groom;
They both had taken separate ways;
From different parts of town.

Another I wish could be in their presence;
And this place where a bridge had spanned,
The quiet waters where they meet —

And notice in their midst some rounded band.

The bridge itself in a springtime bloom —
From courtship, to marriage, was crossed years ago;
Until lately when one of them crossing went lightly
Where the other shall have occasion to go.

When ashes breathe upon the ashes;
As every moving line will end,
Except perhaps for those who live
Like these in the deepened glen.

Some can recall the wooden structure,
That went out nails and all in the flood;
But those below who raised it up,
Will last for its in their blood.

Just, as it seemed that someone,
Would be celebrating at this hour;
Another Thanksgiving on this shore,
And in this hemlock bower...

Vintage snow can make a bitter cup,
But what better have I here,
When far away is Windham Village,
For ale, or cider or beer?

Besides, store and post office, and the church
Have ceased, — and few pastures open for wool;
And if no longer joy takes place, who
Will have the beauty of the bridal pool? —

Before turning, a fare-thee-well and fortune —
In lifted hopes to the couple I say;
Perhaps a time I’ll come back,

With a bride some summer day.

The pointed trees are completed by the stars;
And a long uphill hunger it has seemed;
And dinner - before off to bed

To live again where I walked and dreamed.

— Charles Barnes

In The News ¢

Random Acts of Kindness: Spotlight on Marline Claremont

introduced, then chat-

ting with Marline
Claremont. At first her
sleeves were down but
soon it got warmer and she
pushed them up revealing
several tattoos. She admit-
ted she has over 30, each
one having very significant
meaning, they aren’t just
haphazard.

She has a rather diverse
background. She worked
as a truck driver for over
20 years, explaining in the
trucking trade most had
tattoos which is when she
started getting hers. She
explained what some of
them meant to her, one in
particular that I’'ll clarify
later.

After leaving truck-
ing, she did a stint as a real
estate broker then moved
on to owning her own
mortgage brokerage. Soon
after that she was offered
a job by the President of a
bank because he saw what
an incredibly hard worker
she was. Claremont then
began her next career;
banking. She worked for
various banks in the area
and wound up obtaining
the position of the first
Vice President of Retail
Lending. With a laugh she
explained that she always
wore long sleeves for that
professional look needed in
the banking industry.

When I asked about
random acts of kindness
she’d done, she said she
worked so much support-
ing herself and her family
she never had time to vol-
unteer. Then she explained
how she would do things
monetarily instead and
always put charity in her
budget. Rather than giv-
ing to a big named charity,

It was such a joy being

she prefers making a differ-
ence by giving to someone
personally. Perhaps see-
ing someone buying gro-
ceries who’s struggling so
helps them with their bill.
She explained how some-
one she’d heard about was
having a financial difficul-
ty, anonymously, she sent
a money order to them for
two-hundred dollars. She
said she likes to do things
quietly knowing she is
helping an individual in
their time of need.

We agreed, people
somehow just cross anoth-
er’s paths whether it’s you
noticing they need help or
sometimes it’s like this, our
meeting so I’m able to tell
her story. She also was a
foster mom to a young boy
who is now thirty-two and
is still very much in her
life.

Now that Claremont
is retired, she has time
to volunteer and is ded-
icated to making a dif-
ference in honoring our
local fallen veterans. She
became involved with the
‘Massachusetts Veterans
Memorial Cemetery in
Agawam’ when she lost her
son in July of 2022. He is
one of her tattoos. He was a
veteran of the Coast Guard
and she is now the guard-
ian of his child. This young
person made the comment
to Claremont, “I lost my

Random Acts ¢;f

y

By Barb Turcotte

dad and that’s hard but you
lost your son”. Quite a
comment of maturity and
understanding from such a
young person.

In order to be on the
board of Agawam Veteran’s
Council, which is a sepa-
rate organization, you
have to be a veteran. Not
being a veteran herself,
Claremont became a co-co-
ordinator of ‘Wreaths
Across America’ and is
serving her second term in
that role along with some-
one from the Veterans
Council.

In 2024 a new organi-
zation was formed called
Friends of the Agawam
Veterans Council so
non-military people could
help and also hold an
office. Claremont is on this
board. Some of the things
they do as “Friends” is
cleaning the headstones and
hope to help with a digital
sign in the future.

One of the big things
as president, Claremont is
responsible for is fundrais-
ing for ‘Wreaths Across
America’. On Dec. 13 they
will be placing wreaths on
each gravesite in the cem-
etery and I was truly sur-
prised by the number of
wreaths it would take to
accomplish this mission.
In order to do this, they
need 10,800 wreaths, and
that’s just at the Agawam

Veteran’s Cemetery. Each
wreath costs $17 which
means they need a lot of
help to accomplish this.
Luckily, they do get money
from business sponsors and
citizen’s donations but they
still need help to reach their
goal of 5,000 wreaths to be
able to achieve this feat. To
sponsor a wreath you can
make a donation at: www.
wreathsacrossamerica.org/
MAO110P and for more
information on how to get
involved with Friends of
MA Veterans Memorial
Cemetery of Agawam,
the address is PO Box 03,
Feeding Hills, MA 01030
or www.agawamfriends.org

Another way you can
help is getting involved
with ‘One Call Away’, also
located in Agawam. Their
mission is to support veter-
ans who suffer from PTSD
and also help to prevent
suicide. Their website is:
www.onecallawayfounda-
tion.org or call 413-301-
6026, Local crisis 413-367-
8738, National crisis is 988.

Thankfully we have
people like Claremont who
have this type of devotion
and dedication willing to
give of themselves. As you
can see, it’s not always
monetary but instead a
contribution of time and
commitment. Thank you,
Marline Claremont.

If you’d like to share
a Random Act of Kindness
story or if this one has
touched you, please con-
tact me at bdt514@aol.
com or 413-575-9385.
Who knows, you might see
your story, ‘Just ‘Cause’
you witnessed, you did or
maybe received something
nice being done for you.
See you soon with another
Random Act of Kindness.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Holyoke
Sun

17. Veteran actor Harris
18. Casserole with game
19. Reprehensible acts
24. They precede C

25. Says under one’s

49. When you hope to
get somewhere

50. Farm building

51. Choose carefully

53. Magnum was one

14. Emit

28. NFL great Randy

29. Where college
students sleep

30. Major European river

60. Officially honors

63. Colorless compound
64. A fancy chair

65. Email function

CLUES ACROSS 39. Khoikhoin peoples 2. Religion of Japan

1. Popular wine __ 40. Bears QB Williams 3. Leggings
Spumante 43. Scrambled, fried, 4, Officially distributes

5. Greatly impressed boiled 5. Arabian Sea seaport

11. __and that 44, Price indicators 6. Spanish doctors

12. Uttered with passion ~ 45. One-time world 7. It cools your house

16. Boats power 8. Currency of Poland

9. Slowly moves into
10. Days (Spanish)
13. Unit of volume

15. With two replaceable

breath 54. One who combines hydrogens
26. Taxis 56. Nursemaids 20. Title for a man
27. It transfers genetic ~ 58. Partner to Pa 21. Equally

info 59. Notable river 22. Scarlett’s home

23. One-time tech titan
27. Subway dwellers

29. One-tenth of a liter
30. Central European river

31. Taco condiment 31. Distress signal year of Our Lord)
33. -frutti CLUES DOWN 32. Expression of 61. Most common noble
34. Polish city 1. The central area in a sympathy gas (abbr.)

38. Astronomy unit building 33. The bill in a restaurant ~ 62. Toward

34. Football equipment
35. Dance music

36. Russian river

37. Cosmetics giant Mary

38. Gym class

40. Automobiles

41. Roman honorific

42. Losses in sports

44, Skin tone in summer
45, Distant planet

46. Critical humor

47. lllegally obtained

48. Go back over

50. Home appliance brand
51. Unit of radioactivity
52. Home of the Flyers
54, Short official note

55. Emit coherent radiation
57. Anno Domini (in the

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Rev. Duy Le

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.

(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661

CHURCH |

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave.,

Social media:

facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

WORSHIP:

parish@ourladyofthecross.com

OFFICE HOURS: St._ Paul’s

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Episcopal Church
WEEKEND MASSES: The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
Saturday 4 p.m. 485 Appleton St., Holyoke
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), 413-532-5060

and 10:30 a.m. Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
DAILY MASS: StPaulsHolyoke.org

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m. Instagram:

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m.

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.

ROSARY 8:05 a.m.

www.ourladyofthecross.com

DIRECTORY -1/~

Your 28
Community

Church

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.

Holyoke

(Spanish)

The Holyoke Sun ¢ NOVEMBER 28,2025 ® 5



) InThe News

Players in the drama worked their way through the crowd of diners
while performing.

There was a full crowd on hand for the performance.

Logan Distler

Publications, Inc.

Turley Publications
would like to
help you show off
the newest
member of
your family

this Christmas,

FOR
FREE!

Mail to:

Turley Publications
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
Attn: Jamie Joslyn
Include a self addressed/
stamped envelope
if you would like
the picture returned or
email photo to:
jamie@turley.com
with subject line:
BABY'S FIRST.

This offer is available to
all babies born in 2025.
Pictures will be
published the week of
December 23-26, 2025.

September 22, 2024
Parents: Daniel & Lisa Distler, Brimfield
Grandparents: Christopher & Michele Mues, Warren
Carole & the late Bruce Distler, Long Island, NY

Baby’s Name:

Birthdate:

Parents’ Names:

Parents’ Town of Residence:

Grandparents’ Names & Town of Residence:

Telephone #: (not to be printed - for office use only)

Please check the newspaper
you would like your announcement to appear.

(d Agawam Advertiser (d Quaboag Current
News (d The Register

(1 Barre Gazzette (d Sentinel

(d Chicopee Register (d Town Reminder

(d Country Journal (d Ware River News

(d The Holyoke Sun (a1  The Wilbraham-

(d Journal Register Hampden Times

Deadline for photos and forms is
Friday, December 12, 2025

6 * NOVEMBER 28,2025 © The Holyoke Sun

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

A pair of performers look on at the action in the crowd.

One of the players starts some crowd interaction.

The play was held on Nov. 13.

VOI CE, from page 1

perfect,” said Shaw.

Alongside their regu-
lar meetings, VOICE brings
in a guest speaker, and this
month, Loving Hands and
its faithful leaders, Marie
Francis and Margie Bacon,
who work to sew with love
hats, scarves, and mittens,
and create blessing bags for
the homeless and veterans.

The pair pray and are
blessed with donations as
they believe in trusting in
God to provide for them, as
they have seen miracles hap-
pen left and right, a testimo-
ny of the power of faith, and
a tight-knit community will-
ing to help others in need.

The organization is in
need of yarn, socks for both
men and women, and mit-
tens and gloves in order to
put together the blessing bags
they hand out to anyone in
need.

“In the veterans sphere
in western Mass, there is
always something happening
and we’re always working
and we want the veterans to
know they aren’t alone,” said
Shaw.

For people who work
with a veteran-centered mis-
sion and services, they can
connect on Facebook or
through their Gmail, voicew-
esternma @ gmail.com
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A collection of the local agencies a part of VOICE that help it reach

as many veterans as possible.

You can donate to vet-
eran-centric food pan-
tries which include The
Barnes Air National Guard
Wellness Center, Project

Submitted photo

New Hope at Hampden Pond
Plaza in Westfield, Ludlow
Veterans Services Center,
and Belchertown Veterans
Services Office.

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: thesun@turley.com
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MIAA makes
calendar
change to
start of fall

FRANKLIN -
The Massachusetts
Interscholastic Athletic
Association recently
approved a couple of chang-
es in their calendar, includ-
ing codifying a practice that
is already in place. The big-
gest change will be the start
of the fall season for foot-
ball preseason while two
other changes were denied.

The Board of Directors
voted to set the official
start date of all fall sports,
including football at two
Mondays prior to Labor
Day, beginning with the
2026-2027 school year. In
recent years, football would
begin the Friday prior to
that Monday with the rest
of the sports beginning two
Mondays before Labor Day.

A proposal was denied
to delay the start of winter
preseason to the Tuesday
following Thanksgiving.
Right now, practices imme-
diately begin on Monday
after Thanksgiving. The
proposal sought to give
an administrative day for
schools to prepare for the
winter season.

Another proposal
denied was for all postsea-
son tournament brackets to
be released exclusively on
weekdays, with the excep-
tion of the football brackets,
which are released on the
Sunday after Week 8 games
conclude.

The final accepted
proposal was establishing
a firm date for the end of
all spring athletic seasons
to be no later than the third
Sunday in June, to coincide
with the end of the academ-
ic year. It ensures that all
postseason play and cham-
pionship would take place
on a consistent timeline
each year. This is the current
practice so no noticeable
change will be seen on the
current MIAA calendar.

www.sports.turley.com

Holyoke’s offense puts up 27 points, but not
enough against West Side

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Devin Velez attempts to escape the pack.

Jesus Morales heads on the run.

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— In Week 10 on Nov. 14,
Holyoke drew a match-
up with another neigh-
boring town. After defeat-
ing Chicopee in Week 9,
the Knights went to West
Springfield for their 10th

game this year. Holyoke
competed well, but ended up
falling 49-27 as the defense
just could not stop West
Springfield’s scoring attack.
The Knights were 3-7 head-
ing into their Thanksgiving
Day tilt with South Hadley.

Parker Brunelle gets a great block.

Calogeso Rosario eyes a shot.

Trent Leary attempts a layup.

Knights hosts Unified event

HOLYOKE - Last
Wednesday, Unified basket-
ball season concluded with
the season-ending jambo-

Yeyo Ruiz Mojica shoots.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

ree event. Holyoke High
School was one of the hosts
of the event this year, which
included multiple schools

from the area.

Look in next week’s edi-
tion for more coverage of the
jamboree event.

Jayden Rivera sends a shot away.
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time limit rules. However,
the spending transfer went
through anyways and Vacon
filed an order to seek a legal
opinion on whether or not
the vote was valid. Garcia
vetoed the order despite it
being approved. The coun-
cil would vote to override
the order but Councilor Meg
MaGrath-Smith also filed the
order which allows council-
ors the ability to seek a legal
opinion anytime they wish.

Vacon, who also filed an
open meeting law violation
complaint, disagreed with
the rule change despite being
unhappy with the mayor’s
veto.

She stated during dis-
cussion at the meeting that
the council has typically
never unreasonably prevent-
ed someone from hearing
from the law department.
She expressed concern the
order would open up the law
department so widely that
the law department would be
constantly used for debate.

She further noted there
were other rule changes
approved by the city council
that were not being followed
and the council should work
at following already approved
rules before adding new ones.

Councilor Kevin
Jourdain approved of the rule
change, and believed it was
filed in good spirit. However,

» Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P2371EA
Estate of:
Mildred H. Beal
Date of Death: 07/19/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Adju-
dication of Intestacy and Ap-
pointment of Personal Repre-
sentative has been filed by Diane
M. Quatrone of Holyoke, MA
requesting that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Diane M. Quatrone of Holyoke,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 12/11/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 13, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS
DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAY DIVISION
NOTICE OF A DESIGN
PUBLIC HEARING
Project Description:
Chicopee —

Bridge Replacement,
C-13-038, I-391 over (ST116)
Chicopee Street
Project File No. 612187

A Design Public Hearing will
be held to present the design for
the proposed Bridge Replace-
ment, C-13-038, 1-391 over
(ST116) Chicopee Street project
in Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: Chicopee Public

Library

449 Front Street

Chicopee, MA 01013

WHEN: Monday,
December 15, 2025 @ 6PM

PURPOSE: The purpose of
this hearing is to provide the
public with the opportunity to
become fully acquainted with
the Bridge Replacement, C-13-
038, I-391 over (ST116) Chicop-
ee Street proposed project. All
views and comments submitted
in response to the hearing will be
reviewed and considered to the
maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries I-391 over Route 116, locally
known as Chicopee Street, in the
Willimansett neighborhood of
Chicopee. The existing bridge
is a concrete structure, original-
ly opened to traffic in 1979. It
provides three northbound lanes
(towards Holyoke) and three
southbound lanes (towards Chi-
copee), though the left lanes of
both directions are currently
closed to traffic. Though safe for
all users, this bridge has reached
the end of its useful lifespan and
must be replaced. MassDOT
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge
which will provide three lanes in
each direction, a 75-year design
life span, and incorporate mod-
ern bridge design elements to
reduce maintenance impacts to
the Willimansett neighborhood
and the traveling public. During
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new
bridge, some limited detours and
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general,
MassDOT will seek to maintain
traffic on both Chicopee Street
and [-391.

A secure right-of-way is nec-
essary for this project. Acqui-
sitions in fee and permanent or
temporary easements may be
required. The Commonwealth
of Massachusetts is responsible
for acquiring all needed rights
in private or public lands. Mass-
DOT’s policy concerning land
acquisitions will be presented in

he was quick to say the law
department should not make
political arguments with this
rule, only make actual legal
opinions and rulings.

The rule change still
required a vote of the council
for a councilor to get a legal
opinion. Under current rules,
a suspension of the rules
would be necessary to go
for a legal opinion or ask the
law department a question,
MaGrath-Smith said.

The 9-3 vote to approve
the rule included dissents
by Patti Devine, Howard
Greaney, and Vacon.
Councilor David Bartley
was absent from the vote.
Greaney said he did not see a
reason for the change.

the hearing.

Project inquiries, written state-
ments and other exhibits regard-
ing the proposed undertaking
may be submitted to Carrie E.
Lavallee, P.E., Chief Engineer,
via e-mail to massdotmajor
projects@dot.state.ma.us or via
US Mail to Suite 7210, 10 Park
Plaza, Boston, MA 02116, At-
tention: Major Projects, Project
File No. 612187. Statements and
exhibits intended for inclusion
in the hearing transcript must be
emailed or postmarked no later
than ten (10) business days after
the hearing is hosted.

This hearing is accessible to
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language
assistance free of charge upon
request (e.g interpreters in Amer-
ican Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English, live
captioning, videos, assistive lis-
tening devices and alternate ma-
terial formats), as available. For
accommodation or language
assistance, please contact Mass-
DOT’s Chief Diversity and Civil
Rights Officer by phone (857-
368-8580), TTD/TTY at (857)
266-0603, fax (857) 368-0602
or by email (MassDOT.Civil
Rights@dot.state.ma.us). Re-
quests should be made as soon as
possible and prior to the hearing,
and for more difficult to arrange
services including sign-language,
CART or language translation or
interpretation, requests should be
made at least ten business days
before the hearing.

In case of inclement weather,
a cancellation announcement
will be posted on the internet
at  https://www.mass.gov/orgs/
highway-division/events.

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE, P.E.
CHIEF ENGINEER
11/28, 12/05/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
RFP 2026-08DPW
Professional Design Services
for Repairs to
Historic Granite Stairs at
City Hall and Stone Pillars
at City Hall Annex

The City of Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts, seeks proposals from
qualified consultants to conduct
an existing conditions assess-
ment and develop plans for pres-
ervation/repair of the existing
granite stairs at Holyoke City
Hall and stone pillars at Holyoke
City Hall Annex. Holyoke City
Hall (536 Dwight St, Holyoke,
MA 01040) and Holyoke City
Hall Annex (20 Korean Veterans
Plaza) are both listed in the State

Register of Historic Places and
all proposed work must comply
with the Secretary of the Interi-
or’s Standards for the Treatment
of Historic Properties. Services
sought include assessment of

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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of parking enforcement as
many car remain parked in
regulated (or metered) park-
ing areas longer than the
allotted time period. During
a four-hour period from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m., average turn-
over was 1.04 vehicles.

“Overall, people often
park their cars on-street
for large stretches of the
day, creating barriers for
customer to access store-
fronts due to long-term or
on-street parking.

The study made some
recommendations, though
because of low utilization,
major investments are not
needed such as new park-

existing conditions, Massachu-
setts  Historical Commission
permitting, preparation of design
documents suitable for bidding
purposes, and preparation of any
structural plans necessary for
construction permitting with the
Holyoke Building Department.
Construction inspection services
may also be requested of the se-
lected Consultant however award
of these services will be decided
at a future date and this work is
not guaranteed.

This project may be funded
in whole or part with Federal
Funds. Respondents will be veri-
fied for eligibility to receive Fed-
eral Funds and must comply with
all Federal Requirements includ-
ing Part 200.

Starting on November 24,
2025, RFP documents may be
obtained electronically through
the City of Holyoke’s Purchas-
ing Department by submitting
an email request to Jaime Mor-
row, Chief Procurement Officer,
at morrowj@holyoke.org. Re-
sponses will also be submitted
by email.

A non-mandatory pre-propos-
al walkthrough will be held on
December 2, 2025 at 10 AM at
Holyoke City Hall, 536 Dwight
St, Holyoke, MA 01040.

Proposals shall be submitted
electronically to Jaime Morrow,
Chief Procurement Officer, at
morrowj@holyoke.org and are
due on December 18, 2025 at
2:30 PM (local time). Late sub-
missions will not be accepted.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all submissions if
in the city’s best interest.
11/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0326CA
In the matter of:
Briella Promise
Edwards-Chea
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been filed
by Briella Promise Edwards-
Chea of Holyoke, MA request-
ing that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:

Briella Luna-Roze
Chea-Sanchez
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
12/17/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

ing garages. There are some
existing garages, however,
that are in need of repairs
for safety reasons however.
One recommendation
made was to streamline or
consolidate the time limit
restrictions for on-street
parking near businesses. It
was suggested 15-miinute
to one-hour parking spots
become “short-term” park-
ing for 30-60 minutes with
the first 15 minutes free.
The parking spots that
are 90 minutes to three
hours should be labeled
long-term parking for two
to four hours with the first
15 minutes of parking
being free. There is metered
parking on-street through-

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 19, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD24P068SEA
Estate of:

Loren Bennett Fox
Date of Death: 04/01/2021
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Savannah Fox of Palm
Bay, FL requesting that the
court enter a formal Decree of
Complete Settlement including
the allowance of a final account
and other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition..

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
12/12/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 06, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0999EA
Estate of:
Lawrence Emil Jodoin
Also known as:
Lawrence E Jodoin
Date of Death: 11/17/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

out the city.

Another recommenda-
tion is to update meter pric-
ing to encourage more turn-
over of parking spots and
shift long-term parking to
off-street lots and garages.

Other recommenda-
tions include updates of
meters, more enforcement,
improving signage, and bet-
ter access to handicapped
accessible spots near busi-
nesses.

Bowman prepared the
study for the city.

The mayor and city
council will be able to take
the recommendations and
potentially fund future
improvements to the city’s
parking system.

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Representa-
tive has been filed by Harriet
N Jodoin of Chicopee, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
John J Ferriter of Holyoke,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 12/24/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: November 20, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
11/28/2025

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any errot in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

DRYFIREWOOD Oak/maple, cu/split/
delivered, $300 a cord, $285 for 2 or more.
Edwin Wroblewski Logging,
413-824-0731.

Buying standing timber,
paying good money.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All' hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

SWIFT RIVER SUPPLY

We buy guns.
Federal and state licensed.
413-658-5690.

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2x**x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

BUILT 'N POWERED. Serving all your
electrical and construction needs. Fully
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10%
Senior and Veteran's discounts. Call Tom
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work,
no project too small. Service upgrades,
pools, trustworthy, dependable & insured.
Master Elec. #20773A.
Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

SNOWPLOWING

RESIDENTIAL Snowplowing Service.
Wilbraham residential only Call or Text
now. Limited space available. 413-519-
5439

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. Ready, w/shots. Now
$1,200. 413-218-2321

HOME IMPROVEMENT

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT
DIESEL MECHANIC

In charge of daily repairs & maintenance
on trucks as well as keeping equipment
records/ordering parts. Health insurance/
vacation. Mon-Fri. Come & meet with us!
RB Enterprises
Ludiow, MA

Town of Worthington
Highway Position Opening

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest from qualified candidates to fill
two full-time Equipment Operator/General
Laborer positions in the Town Highway De-
partment.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.
« salary rate range: $26.49 - $38.59 per
hour
Further information can be found on the
Town’s website:
www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday — Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to: highway@worthington-ma.us or to
Worthington Highway Department, PO
Box 643, Worthington, MA, 01098. This
posting will remain pertinent until the po-
sition is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
INVITATION TO BID
SNOW PLOWING SERVICES

The Town of Worthington Highway Depart-
ment is soliciting bids for seasonal plowing
services for the 2025-2026 winter season.
Work will include plowing backroads and
selected blacktop sections throughout the
Town of Worthington.

Minimum equipment requirements:

* %-ton truck or larger

« 8-foot plow (minimum)

Please contact the Worthington Highway
Department for bid specifications and route
details:

Worthington Highway Department

64 Huntington Road

Worthington, MA 01098

Phone: 413-238-5830

Email: highway @worthington-ma.us
The Town of Worthington reserves the
right to accept or reject any and all bids
deemed to be in the best interest of the
Town.

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

CASH FOR

JUN

AND REPA

CA

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

ABLE

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
A ca" we Halll Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
FAST REMOVAL upenier
H HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
Junk, Appllaqce, mea,noms' ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
We load it & take it. windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
- - decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
gF:!EgT g%‘g Agcg,%? estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.
o
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Frice
2 | 2 | 2 ) 28 T
% Beeznso | 26 Beozom| 27 Beetzsa| 28 B a0
29 eserrce | 30 mszpria | 31 eseprice| 32 Basapric
33 Beeimse | 34 B gsaon| 39 Beeasa| 36 B a0
37 Beeaase | 38 Banoo| 39 Beeanse| 40 B ano0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

¢ owmmm

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior,
exterior painting and wallpapering.
Also minor carpentry.
413-310-5099.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, |-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch. Enjoy nature trails, very
quiet private area. $2850/monthly rental
fee. Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Advertise your
HOME
IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069
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HOLIDAY PARTY

Wednesday, December 3rd - 1:00 - 3:00 PM

298 Jarvis Avenue - Holyoke, MA 01040
(Please use the “Sheldon” entrance.)

Enjoy lavish hors d'oeuvres and festive entertainment by Gary & Natalie Jones.
Tours will be offered following the event.

Kindly RSVP by Tuesday, November 25th to 413-561-7958.

t's time to put your Life Plan in place.

Day Brook Village Senior Living is a locally owned, not-for-profit continuing care retirement
community (CCRC) offering all levels of care. Residents have priority access to each level
should their needs change, and couples remain together on campus even if their care
needs differ.

Don't miss your chance to enjoy exceptional savings when you sign a lease at Day Brook
Village before December 31st, 2025."

SIGN BY NOV. 30 & ENJOY: SIGN BY DEC. 31 & ENJOY:
v/ Two months rent-free v/ One month rent-free

v/ Complimentary two-month v/ Complimentary one-month
meal plan, including breakfast meal plan, including breakfast
AND lunch AND lunch

"Dinner is included in the Monthly Service Fee. Limited availability. Offer applies to new Independent Living depositors after October 1st, 2025,
Monthly Service Fees range from $2,682 - $4.935.

DAY BROOK 298 Jarvis Avenue
VILLAGE Holyoke, MA 01040

SENIOR LIVING 413-561-7958

AN AFFILIATE OF -
INTEGRITUS HEALTHCARE www.daybrookvillage.org

501(c)(3

INDEPENDENT LIVING « ASSISTANCE IN LIVING - SKILLED NURSING
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