
By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
weekend,  the  Wyckoff 
Country Club hosted the 5th 
annual Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Parade Michael T. Ahearn 
Memorial Golf Tournament, 
with all  benefits going 
towards the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade com-
mittee, which will be used 
to help alleviate costs for the 
Parade.

Reflecting on the his-
tor ic  fi f th  anniversary 
benchmark while provid-
ing insight into the legacy 
of who Michael Ahern truly 
was, tournament Co-Chair 
Jeff Walsh.

“I  t ruly think he’s 
(Ahearn) looking down on 
us smiling right now, and 
extremely proud of the leg-
acy he started with the golf 
tournament, for the parade 
committee, I really do,” 
Walsh said. “I loved the guy; 
he was such a great guy, and 
I miss him so much.” Walsh 
then noted that he first met 
Mike (Ahearn) back in 
2018, it was where he first 
recognized his initial kind-
ness and pure-hearted nature 
written into his spirit. “He 
was one of the first people 
to see that I wanted to do 
something to help, and he 
knew that I worked on golf 
tournaments in the past, and 
he asked me to be co-chair 
for him which ended up 
sadly being his last year, and 
it was one of the first things

I did for the parade 
committee and it really 
meant a lot for me,” Walsh 
revealed. “He always had 
a smile on his face, and he 
always picked people up all 
the time, and overall, he was 
just such a wonderful per-
son, and he never had any-
thing bad to say about any-
one; he never had an intense, 
angry, or bad moment, and 
that speaks volumes of the 
character and integrity Mike 
(Ahearn) possessed.”

Speaking towards the 
importance of the fundrais-
er was tournament Co-Chair 
Mark Rodgers, who also 

touched upon his deep-root-
ed involvement with the 
‘Green Season’ festivities.

“We had 26 foursomes, 
so about 104 people who 
came out from all different 
walks, and then we had two 
foursomes from Peoples 
Bank, who were one of our 
major sponsors,” Rodgers 
said.

“And I want to add that 
it was a great year, and it 

was great to know we had a 
full field, despite it being a 
holiday weekend.” Rodgers 
also took a moment to com-
ment on the unity among the

Irish community in 
the Paper City, by noting, 
“It’s always St. Paddy’s day 
here in Holyoke, meaning 
we have to keep celebrating 
our heritage, and strive to do 
better and just continue to 
give back.” He then pivoted 

his thoughts to one of legacy 
as he mentioned his family’s 
involvement with the parade 
running deep.

“To be honest, I feel 
like I have some big shoes 
to fill, because as I told 
you before, my grandfather 
was the Marshal in 1971, 
President in 1961, and the 
O’Connell award winner in 
1964,” Rodgers said. “So 
I went and saw him this 

morning, and I told him I 
was carrying his torch, and 
it really hit home for me.”

In addition, Rodgers 
then revealed that those who 
attended were treated to an 
all-day event and felt the 
price reflected the value put 
forth.

“From what people 
spent on the tournament, 
they really get a lot for 
their dollar, with the golf, 
the lunch, the dinner, and it 
truly goes a long way, and 
we are just happy to be 
here, and hopefully we can 
keep this going for years to 
come,” Rodgers noted. For 
those who attended were 
treated to a lunch com-
prised of standard bar-food 
staples of hamburgers and 
Italian sausage sandwiches 
with chips and water, and 
then later that evening for 
the night portion, the event 
shifted to the banquet hall 
where a ceremonial dinner 
transpired which boast-
ed a specialty assortment 
of appetizers and various 
entrees, along with tons of 
raffles on display, that drew 
a massive crowd, something 
that Wyckoff Director of 
Sales and Events Michele 
Holl took notice of.

“We’re so lucky to host, 
especially in our newly 
renovated space, and we 
are happy to be partners 
with the Holyoke Parade 
committee,”  Holl  said. 
“We’re happy to have the 
guests here in this beauti-
ful space, and we want to 
extend a welcome to all of 
their future events, and we 
are going to support them 
anyway they need going for-
ward, as we know it’s going 
towards a great cause.”

Also in  a t tendance 
throughout the fundraiser 
was 2026 Parade President 
Jim Wildman, who felt the 
event was a resounding suc-
cess and couldn’t have asked 
for better.

“I just want to thank 
everybody for coming out 
today, that includes all of the 
players, all of the

Members of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee.	 Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

Golf tournament

Murphy-Romboletti named Rohan Award winner
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

H O LY O K E  –  O n 
Tuesday,  Oct .  14 ,  the 
Ho lyoke  S t .  Pa t r i ck ’s 
Day committee official-
ly announced that Tessa 
Murphy-Romboletti would 
be the recipient of the 2026 

Thomas F. Rohan Award. The 
reveal came via a gathering at 
the Elks Lodge in the Paper 
City. 

The award is one of 
the parade’s highest hon-
ors, and it was first estab-
lished in 1957 to honor the 
Parade’s first Grand Marshal. 
It should be known that this 

achievement recognizes a 
long-standing member of the 
Committee who has made 
significant contributions to 
the overall success of the 
Parade and the Committee. 
With that noted, Murphy-
Romboletti has been A ded-
icated member of the Parade 
Committee since 2011, and 

she has played an active role 
in ensuring the continued 
success of one of Holyoke’s 
most cherished traditions. 

Offering insight into 
why Murphy-Romboletti gar-
nered the achievement was 
2026 Parade President Jim 
Wildman. 

“Tessa represents the 
very best of Holyoke’s civic 
spirit — her energy, dedica-
tion, and leadership continue 
to strengthen the city and our 
Parade community,” Wildman 
noted. “Her commitment to 
both public service and the 
values of our organization 
makes her an exceptional 
recipient of this honor.” 

Throughout her ten-
ure, Murphy-Romboletti 
has served as chair of the 
Ambassador’s Breakfast, 
one of the Parade’s signature 
events celebrating commu-
nity partnerships and hon-
orees, and as co-chair of the 
Sign Carriers Committees, 
a team responsible for orga-
nizing and coordinating the 
hundreds of participants who 
help bring the Parade to life 
each year. Additionally, she 
co-chairs the website, lead-
ing efforts to enhance the 

2026 Rohan Award winner Tessa Murphy-Romboletti and her family are taking a moment to celebrate 
the achievement. Submitted photo
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Write-in candidate 
announces late run

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

H O L Y O K E  – 
Longtime Ward 6 School 
C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r 
Wil l iam Col lamore  is 
retiring after more than 45 
years serving the city on 
the committee.

Pat Beaudry was set 
to be his likely replace-
ment  af ter  submit t ing 
nomination papers to be 
the new Ward 6 School 
Committee member. No 
others submitted nomina-
tion papers for the seat.

But late last week, 
Beaudry issued a press 
release confirming he was 
not going to be involved 
with the election anymore.

Beaudry  to ld  The 
Holyoke Sun he and his 
wife are expecting a baby 
early next year and as a 
result are moving to a new 
home. That new home is 

outside Ward 6, necessitat-
ing he no longer be in the 
running for a ward seat on 
the committee.

With no people on 
the upcoming ballot for 
school committee in Ward 
6, Beaudry stated in his 
press release he wished 
to endorse Patty Norris 
Lubold for the seat. He 
announced she is launch-
ing a write-in campaign 
with just a few weeks 
before the election.

“ J u s t  a s  I  h a v e 
immense grati tude for 
Collamore and his decades 
of service to the ward 
and city, I want to simi-
larly express my thanks 
to Patty Norris Lubold for 
stepping up to run a cam-
paign based on her lived 
experience growing up 
in and raising kids in the 
Holyoke Public Schools 
district, as well as her 
professional expertise as 
a strategic consultant,” 
said Beaudry. “Life is 

School Committee 
candidate withdraws 
from city’s election

See ELECTION, page 10

HOLYOKE – Last week, 
the Holyoke Public Schools 
announced a positive trend 
as it relates to personnel. The 
district said in a press release 
that teacher retention rates are 
the highest they have been in 
the last decade.

It is worth noting this 
statistic was announced as 
the school district recently 
returned to local control over 
the summer. 

“We’ve been listen-
ing,” answered Chief Human 
Resources Officer Beth Gage 
when asked why Holyoke 
Public Schools’ teacher reten-
tion rate is the highest it’s 
been in more than a decade. 

That listening has been 
paying off—and the proof is 
in the numbers: Almost 83% 
of Holyoke’s educators who 
were employed by the district 
last September as a class-
room teacher, expert teacher, 
counselor, or other Holyoke 
Teachers Association (HTA) 
role are still working for HPS 
this year. While losing any 
educators from year to year 
poses challenges and con-
cerns, this 82.8% year-to-year 
retention rate is still 10 points 
higher than the district’s low 
of 71%.  

“We also had increases 
in all of our sub-groups, with 
the highest being a 20-point 
increase in the retention of 
black educators,” added Ms. 
Gage.

During the 2023-24 
school year, the district con-
vened a Teacher Retention 
Working Group to help deter-
mine the causes and propose 
solutions to improve reten-
tion rates for HPS educa-
tors. Participants analyzed 
data, listened to teachers, and 
developed potential solutions 
to improve teacher retention. 
Their work led to the imple-
mentation of a pilot program, 

Teacher 
retention 
rate 
peaking

See TEACHER, page 10
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NAMI Western Mass. offering family-to-family education program
HOLYOKE – NAMI 

Western Massachusetts is 
pleased to offer their NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education 
Program in person, starting 
Saturday, Oct. 25 from 9 a.m. 
to 12 noon in Holyoke. 

NAMI Family-to-Family 
is a free, 8-session educational 
program for family, significant 

others, and friends of people 
with mental health condi-
tions. It is a designated evi-
denced-based program. This 
means that research shows 
that the program significantly 
improves the coping and prob-
lem-solving abilities of the 
people closest to a person with 
a mental health condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family 
is taught by NAMI-trained 
family members who have 
been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and 
interactive exercises.

NAMI, is the nation’s 
largest grassroots mental 
health organization dedicated 
to building better lives for the 

millions of Americans affect-
ed by mental health condi-
tions. NAMI-WM is an affil-
iate of NAMI Massachusetts. 
NAMI Western Massachusetts 
and its dedicated volunteers, 
members, and leaders work 
tirelessly to raise awareness 
and provide essential educa-
tion, advocacy, and support 

programs for people in our 
community living with men-
tal health conditions and their 
loved ones.

P re - r eg i s t r a t i on  i s 
required. For more informa-
tion contact: Bonnie Pueschel 
at 413-426-7644 BpishL21@
gmail.com or visit: namiwm.
org/support

◗  In The News
Church to host free 
classical piano concert

H O LY O K E  –  O n 
Sunday, Oct. 19 at 2 p.m., 
Our Lady of the Cross 
Church in Holyoke will host 
a free classical piano con-
cert featuring the church’s 
resident pianist and organist, 
Jason Huang. 

He will be joined by 
violinist Shiyu Zhang and 
soprano Bethany Williams. 

 The hour-long pro-
gram includes a noctume 

by Chopin, two violin sona-
tas by Mozart and Franck, 
respectively, and a Schubert 
song cycle. 

 The church is located 
on Holy Cross Ave.  Please 
join us for an afternoon 
of beautiful and reflective 
music.  

All are welcome! 
For more information, 

call the parish office at 413-
532-5661.   

Wistariahurst hosting Calaveras event 
HOLYOKE – Get ready 

for another amazing Dia de 
Los Muertos celebration 
with Attack Bear Press and 
Wistariahurst Museum with 
a special calaveras (skull) 
painting event. Dia de Los 
Muertos is a special tradi-
tion that allows people to 
celebrate and remember 
deceased loved ones by dec-
orating an ofrenda, a com-
munal altar dedicated to 
those dearly departed. On 
October 19th, we invite you 

to paint your clay calaveras 
to add to the annual ofrenda 
hosted at the Wistariahurst 
Museum. Thanks to Attack 
Bear Press, all painting 
materials and calaveras will 
be provided at the event. You 
may also bring a photograph 
of your departed loved ones 
to not only add a personal 
touch to your artwork, but 
also so the community can 
honor and remember them 
as well. After Dia de Los 
Muertos has passed, you are 

welcome to retrieve your 
photographs and painted 
skull to take home as a cher-
ished keepsake. All mate-
rials must be picked up by 
November 4th or they will 
be stored and kept for next 
year. 

Don’t miss this unique 
chance to connect with the 
rich tapestry of Dia de Los 
Muertos and contribute to 
a vibrant, communal ofren-
da. We invite you to join us, 
and we encourage you to 

bring your friends and fam-
ily to celebrate with all of 
your loved ones. Viewing 
for the 8th Annual Holyoke 
Community Ofrenda will be 
available for special open 
hours on Nov. 1 from 6 to 
8 p.m., Nov. 2 from 12 to 
2 p.m., and Nov. 3 from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. We can’t wait 
to see the collective beauty 
and heartfelt tributes created 
by our very own community 
and celebrate this important 
holiday.

Recent Holyoke Community College alumni invited to free fall celebration
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community College is invit-
ing graduates from the last 
decade to attend a free eve-
ning of fun and food at the 
HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute.

HCC’s first-ever “Fall 
Back Together: Graduates 
of the Last Decade,” or 
“GOLD,” event will be held 
on Monday, Oct. 20, from 5 
to 7 p.m. All HCC graduates 
from 2015 through 2025 are 
invited.

T h e  c u l i n a r y  a r t s 
institute is located at 164 
Race St. on the corner of 

Appleton Street. 
In addition to compli-

mentary gourmet appetiz-
ers and desserts prepared 
by students and faculty in 
HCC’s culinary arts pro-
g r a m ,  “ G O L D ”  ev e n t 
attendees will be able to 
build their own HCC swag 
bags, play corn hole and 
bingo, tour the HCC culi-
nary arts food truck and 
culinary arts kitchens, meet 
President George Timmons, 
reconnect with their favor-
ite HCC professors, win 
raffle prizes, network with 
other alumni, get a free 

professional headshot, and 
learn about the new HCC 
alumni podcast (The Green 
Thread), volunteer oppor-
tunities and other alumni 
events.  

“This is the first time 
at  Holyoke Community 
College that we’ve done this 
type of event for graduates 
of the last decade,” said 
Julie Phillips, HCC direc-
tor of development. “It’s an 
opportunity for recent grad-
uates to meet members of 
our Alumni Council, get a 
LinkedIn headshot, and just 
have fun together.”

The menu for the eve-
ning includes an artisan 
cheese and harvest char-
cuterie board, slow roasted 
Puerto Rican-style pork on 
plantain chips, mini cups of 
New England clam chow-
der, Vietnamese chicken 
meatballs with maple-chili 
glaze, Thai corn fritters with 
chili-lime sauce, tomato 
confit crostini with whipped 
ricotta, mini Jamaican beef 
patties, mini Boston cream 
pies, cider doughnuts, and 
sweet corn Ice cream with 
cornflake crumble and blue-
berry sauce, plus an assort-

ment of beer, wine, and 
mocktails. 

“We’re  hop ing  ou r 
GOLD graduates will come 
hungry, leave inspired, and 
build connections that will 
last a lifetime,” said Natalia 
Castagno, assistant director 
of alumni relations. “And 
it’s all free.” 

Space ,  however,  i s 
limited, so pre-registration 
is requested. To register, 
please go to hcc.edu/gold

For  more  in fo rma-
tion, please contact Alumni 
Relations at alumni@hcc.
edu or 413-552-2576.

Plow 
contractors 
wanted

HOLYOKE – With 
win te r  nea r ing ,  t he 
Department of Public 
Works is seeking indi-
viduals to assist city 
plow operators in the 
2025-2026 winter sea-
son. Qualified individuals 
with the proper equip-
ment are encouraged to 
apply in person at: DPW, 
63 Canal Street, Holyoke

Elks hosting free throw contest
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke Lodge of Elks #902 
proudly announces its 
annual Elks Hoop 
Shoot Free Throw 
Contest, to be 
held on Saturday, 
Nov. 8, at the 
Holyoke Boys 
and Girls Club.

Reg i s t r a t ion 
begins at 9 a.m., and 
the contest starts promptly at 
9:30 a.m. This event is free of 
charge and open to all boys 
and girls ages 8 through 13 as 

of April 1, 2026. Contestants 
will compete within their age 

and gender divisions.
Winners from 

the local contest 
wi l l  advance 
to the district 
c o m p e t i t i o n , 
with the oppor-

tunity to contin-
ue on to the state, 

regional, and national 
levels. National champions 

will have their names perma-
nently inscribed on a plaque 
at the Naismith Memorial 

Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Springfield, Massachusetts — 
an honor that celebrates their 
dedication and achievement.

The Elks Hoop Shoot is a 
proud tradition that encourag-
es youth to develop character, 
sportsmanship, and persever-
ance — one free throw at a 
time.

Don’t miss this exciting 
opportunity to test your skills, 
have fun, and represent your 
community. For more infor-
mation, please contact Sal 
Canata at (413) 883-1561.

lb
$222

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/9/25-10/15/2510/9/25-10/15/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN TWIN PAK ..............

USDA INSP. FROZEN FISH

COD FILLETS .....................................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN LAMB WESTERN

GOURMET BREADED
ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ............

$144
USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ...

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$249
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
ROAST BEEF ..........................
USDA INSP. 
PROVOLONE CHEESE ..........

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$699

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
SMOKED SHOULDER PICNIC 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
CENTER-CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ..............

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
ITALIAN MARINATED

CHICKEN BREAST ......................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS .................. lb

lb
$399

$335

lb
$119

$133

lb

BEEF CHUCK 
ROAST or STEAK

BEEF
TENDERLOIN

lb

CUT 
FREE

$699
lb

$1199
lb

Wednesday Night 5-7pm

Smoked BBQ Dinner 
$10 per person

Thursday Night  7-10 pm

Karaoke by 
New England Disc Jockeys

Friday Night  starts at 7:30 pm

Trivia Night $5 per person
Starting Oct. 3rd

Saturday Night  5-7 pm

Spaghetti Dinner
Starting Oct. 11th

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts Raffle
$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets

Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson Station

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES
USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM MONDAY-FRIDAY •

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

UCCH will hold 
block party Oct. 24

HOLYOKE – October 
i s   a lmost  here ,  mean-
ing  it’s  time to plan for 
Halloween. And Halloween 
in Holyoke means  the Trunk 
or Treat  Block Party, which 
will be held on Friday, Oct. 
24 from 5 to 7 p.m. on Maple 
Street between Appleton and 
Essex Streets. 

T h e  e v e n t  i s 
h o s t e d  b y  U n i t e d 
Congregat ional  Church 
of  Holyoke and  Mult i -
C u l t u r a l   C o m m u n i t y 
Services in participation 
with downtown Holyoke 
businesses. 

This year’s Trunk or 
Treat will feature an All-
Inclusive Family Friendly 
environment, with candy, 
costumes,  games,   pr iz-
es  and fun for the whole 
family. The big finale will 
be  a Children’s concert 
with Latin Grammy Award-
winning artist MISTER G, 

held in the  Concert Hall/
Sanctuary  of the Church, 
Rain or Shine. This event is 
free of charge and open to 
the public.       

If  you’d  like to learn 
more about UCCH, please 
visit our website at www.
uccholyoke.org, find us on 
Facebook or Instagram, or 
call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Volunteers 
wanted to 
flag graves

AGAWAM –  The 
A g a w a m  Ve t e r a n s ’ 
Council is seeking volun-
teers for flagging veteran 
graves at local cemeteries 
in preparation of veteran’s 
Day on Saturday, Oct. 25. 

A ny o n e  i n t e r e s t -
e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g , 
please meet at 8 a.m. in 
the Springfield Street 
Cemetery (across from 
Sacred Heart Church) in 
Feeding Hills.
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Colleen applications now available
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

St. Patrick’s Committee 
of Holyoke is proud to 
announce that applications 
are now open for the 70th 
Annual Holyoke Grand 
Colleen Pageant on Jan. 3.

For seven decades, 
the Grand Colleen Pageant 
has been a signature event 
of Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s 
celebrations, honoring the 
heritage, pride, and accom-
plishments of young women 
of Irish descent. Serving as 
the kickoff to Parade sea-
son, the pageant is more 
than a competition - it is 
an opportunity to represent 
one’s community, celebrate 
Irish culture, and join a leg-
acy of ambassadors who 
have played a special role 
in the city’s most cherished 
tradition.

T h i s  y e a r ,  t h e 
Committee is excited to 
announce an expanded 
eligibility that opens the 
door for even more young 
women to participate! In 
addition to residents of 
Holyoke and South Hadley, 
contestants from Holyoke’s 
b o r d e r i n g  c o m m u n i -
ties of Easthampton and 
Southampton are now eligi-
ble to enter the competition. 

“Being chosen as the 
Grand Colleen is about so 
much more than wearing the 
crown,” said Kate Caligaris, 
Colleen Committee Chair. 
“It’s about leadership, pride 
in one’s Irish heritage, and 
the chance to be part of 
something larger than your-
self. We’re thrilled to wel-

come young women from 
our neighboring commu-
nities to share in this tradi-
tion.”

What’s new this year?
•  Expanded  e l ig i -

b i l i t y :  Yo u n g  wo m e n 
f rom Holyoke ,  Sou th 
Hadley, Easthampton and 
Southampton are now invit-
ed to apply.

•  Broader  commu-
nity representation: The 
Commit tee  hopes  th is 
expans ion  wi l l  fos te r 
regional pride and strength-
en bonds across neighboring 
towns.

Contestant Eligibility 
Applicants must:
• Be 17-22 years of age 

as of March 17, 2026
• Resident of Holyoke, 

South Hadley, Easthampton 
or Southampton

• Be single (never mar-
ried, not a parent)

• Claim Irish ancestry
• Complete a resume 

and application
A w a r d s  & 

Opportunities
The Grand Colleen will 

receive:
• $3,000 to be used as a 

scholarship or trip to Ireland
• Professional portrait
• Tiara
The Grand Colleen and 

Court will receive:
• Gifts from local busi-

nesses and Colleen Patrons
• A once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity to serve as com-
munity ambassadors during 
Parade season

Important Dates 
•  O c t o b e r  1 : 

Applications open
•  D e c e m b e r  2 7 : 

Deadline to submit appli-
cation to enter the Grand 
Colleen Pageant 

•  D e c e m b e r  2 8 : 
Colleen Orientation at Mrs. 
Mitchell’s Public House, 
Holyoke, 2 p.m. 

• January 2: Grand 
Colleen Pageant Rehearsal, 
at Holyoke High School, 
6:00-8:00 p.m.

• January 3: Grand 
Colleen Pageant  at Holyoke 
High School Auditorium, 
6:00–9:30 p.m.

• January 4: Colleen 
Tea at Donovans, Holyoke, 
3:00-5:00 p.m..

• February 14: Grand 
Coronation Ball at The Log 
Cabin, Holyoke

Apply  now!  www.
holyokestpatricksparade.
com/apply. For any ques-
t i ons ,  p l ea se  con t ac t 
Kate Caligaris, Colleen 
C o m m i t t e e  C h a i r  a t 
413.627.8716 or holyokecol-
leens@gmail.com. 

Annual ‘Trunk or Treat’ returns to HCC Friday, Oct. 24
HOLYOKE – Visitors 

to Holyoke Community 
College on Friday, Oct. 24, 
can expect to see witches, 
ghouls, ghosts and an assort-
ment of characters from 
popular children’s movies, 
games, books, and TV shows 
as the college celebrates 
Halloween with its eighth 
annual Trunk or Treat event.  

Every year, the event 
draws thousands of children 
and their parents to the HCC 
campus for a fun, safe, and 
early Halloween celebration 
as dozens of HCC depart-
ments, programs, and student 
clubs, as well as community 
groups and area businesses, 
decorate their cars and trucks 
with a wide assortment of 
themes.  

Trunk or Treat runs from 
5 to 7 p.m. in Parking Lot 
M by the Bartley Center for 
Athletics and Recreation on 
the main HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

Last year’s trunk themes 
included Charlotte’s Web, 
the Wizard of Oz, Minions, 
mummies, Dr. Seuss, pirates, 
enchanted forest, haunted vet 
clinic, aliens, Ratatouille, 
monsters, Jurassic Park, 
Shrek, the zoo, STEM, 
Fairly Odd Parents, castles, 
Wednesday Adams, spiders, 
skeletons, scarecrows, witch-
es, sharks, and the Justice 
League.

In  the  pas t ,  t runk 
s p o n s o r s  f r o m  H C C 
have included the Early 
E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m , 
Student Engagement, 
Ve t e r i n a r y  a n d 
Animal Science, 
Dance Club, ASL 
Club,  Japanese 
A n i m e  C l u b , 
C.A.M.O. (mil-
i t a r y  c l u b ) , 
R a d i o l o g i c 
Technology, El 
Centro, Student 
Records, Early 

Childhood Grants Initiative, 
Culinary Club, Business 
department ,  President’s 
Cabine t ,  Disney  Club , 
Nursing program, Student 
Senate, STEM Club, Latinx 
Empowerment Association, 
Psychology Club, Radio 
Club, Animation Club, and 
Dungeons & Dragons Club. 

Community groups and 
businesses sponsoring vehi-
cles last year included Jan’s 
Flowers, the Girl Scouts of 
America, Holyoke Chicopee 
Springfield Head Start, Elms 

College Teachers Lounge, 
Holyoke High School 

N o r t h  C a m p u s , 
Western MA Furs, 
Agawam Bowmen 
Club, and Holyoke 
High School Class 
of 2025. 

P r i z e s  a r e 
awarded to vehicle 
sponsors in various 
categories includ-
ing best executed 

theme, scariest  trunk, best 
costumes, and most original. 

E a c h  ve h i c l e  w i l l 
b e  h a n d i n g  o u t  f r e e 
Halloween  treats  and also 
have non-food items for chil-
dren with dietary restrictions.

Trunk  or  Treat  at HCC 
started in 2017 as a safe, fun, 
and early alternative to tra-
ditional trick-or-treating  on 
Halloween night. Rather than 
going door to door seeking 
Halloween  treats, children 
go “trunk to trunk” to collect 
their candy, visiting cars dec-
orated with seasonal themes 
and familiar stories and char-
acters.

The event is free and 
open to the public and 
wil l  be  held  outdoors , 
rain  or  shine. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

To sponsor  a  vehi-
cle, please contact Student 
Engagement at studenten-
gagement@hcc.edu. The 
deadline is Monday, Oct. 20. 

 In The News ◗

Hibernians hosting clothing and food drive 
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 
of  Hampden/Hampshire 
Counties along with the 
Pol i sh  Nat iona l  Credi t 
Union Announce the Annual 
Clothing and Food Drive for 
Providence Ministries from 
September to Dec. 1.

Please drop off gen-
tly used clothing, blan-
kets, sleeping bags, and/or 
non-perishable food items to 
the Polish National Credit 
Union 270 Westfield Rd. 
Holyoke. Make a donation 
and be entered to win a raf-
fle basket.

Please help those who 
are experiencing food inse-
curity and assist Providence 
Ministries as they continue 
to transform lives through 
their  l ife-changing pro-
grams. Stop by the PNCU-
your efforts will be greatly 
appreciated.

Museum to hold sensory friendly Halloween 
H O LY O K E   –   O n 

S u n d a y ,  O c t .  1 9 , 
Wistariahurst Museum is 
delighted to bring back 
our spooky and spectacu-
lar Sensory-Friendly Trick 
or Treat event into our halls 
for the Halloween season! 
Our bewitching trick or 
treat event will let you and 
your little goblins enjoy 
an adventure in our haunt-
ed halls designed for fami-
lies with sensory sensitivi-
ties. Monsters of all ages 
will have a chance to collect 
spook-tacular items through 
gentle exploration through-
out the museum and choose 

from prizes ranging from 
candy to fidget toys. Guests 
are welcome and encouraged 
to wear their fun, festive cos-
tumes throughout their jour-
ney through the museum.

When signing up for the 
event on Eventbrite, please 
reserve one timeslot per 
family. A staff member will 
reach out to registered guests 
with questions about accessi-
bility needs before the event 
to ensure that every ghost 
and ghoul feels comfortable 
and welcome during their 
time. Families are welcome 
to explore the museum and 
gardens at this event as well. 

Wistariahurst will also have 
yard games that the whole 
family can enjoy.

Families can sign up 
for ten-minute time slots 
between 12 and 1:30 p.m. 
and will be limited to two 
at a time. This trick-or-treat 
exploration event will con-
tinue until 2 p.m. to allow 
children to explore at their 
own pace and enjoy a stress-
free experience! Stay and 
search as long as you want, 
time slots are only meant to 
ensure a calm and seamless 
check-in process. Sign up 
for a timeslot today, our Boo 
Crew can’t wait to meet you.

ESTATE LIQUIDATION 
We clean, organize and sell 

the contents of any home large or small. 

FREE EVALUATION
Dianna Pepper 
413-221-0299
diannajp64@gmail.com

Dianna’s Estate Sales

Live Music
Every 

Weekend!
onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
Oct. 17th

Corner 
Boys

Friday, 
Oct. 24th

Billy 
Eagen

Saturday, 
Oct. 25th

Frank
Serafino

Our advertisers
make this

publication
possible.

Let them know you 
saw their ad in the

Holyoke
Sun

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
o f  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

St. Joseph’s Church holding Polish fare dinner
WESTFIELD –  S t . 

Joseph’s National Catholic 
Church at 73 Main Street 
in Westfield is hosting a 
Community Dinner fea-
tur ing authent ic  Pol ish 
Fare on Sunday, Oct. 19 at 
12 noon. This community 
feast will feature delicious 
Cheese Pierogi, Kielbasa, 
Galumpki, Lazy Cabbage 

Pierogi, Pickled Beets, Rye 
Bread, and  Apple Crisp 
with Vanilla Ice Cream for 
Dessert. Coffee, Apple Cider, 
and Bottled Water will also 
be available.

Tickets are $18 for 
adults and $10 for children 
under 12. 

For tickets, phone or 
text Cliff at (413) 977-2007. 

Deadline for purchasing all 
tickets is Oct. 16. A limited 
number of Meals-To-Go will 
be available at 12:30 p.m. 
(when buying your tickets, 
please indicate if you are din-
ing with us or planning take-
out). 

All are welcome. Please 
join us for an authentic, tradi-
tional Polish dinner.

Wreaths Across America
seeking sponsors for 
Veterans Cemetery event

AG AWA M  –  O n 
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 10 
a.m., the Friends of the 
Massachusetts Veterans 
M e m o r i a l  C e m e t e r y 
a t  Agawam wi l l  jo in 
Wreaths Across America 
in our annual mission to 
Remember, Honor, and 
Teach.

Together, we will lay 
Remembrance wreaths on 
the graves of our nation’s 
heroes at the Massachusetts 
Ve t e r a n s  M e m o r i a l 
Cemetery, located at 1390 
Main Street, Agawam, MA.

Parking and Shuttle 
Information:

Parking will be avail-
able at Six Flags New 
England, with shuttles run-
ning to the cemetery begin-
ning at 8 a.m. Please plan 
to arrive early to allow for 

shuttle transport and seating 
before the ceremony begins.

The Friends of the 
Massachusetts Veterans 
Memorial Cemetery at 
Agawam is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization dedicat-
ed to honoring those who 
have served, comforting 
their families, and enhanc-
ing the beauty and dignity 
of this eternal resting place.

By sponsoring a wreath 
through the Friends, you 
help ensure that every vet-
eran resting at the ceme-
tery is remembered with a 
wreath of honor and grati-
tude.

For more information 
or to sponsor a wreath, 
please visit our website at 
agawamfriends.org or email 
us at wreathfriends@gmail.
com.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I was born in April 

1958 and my plan has been 
to take my Social Security 
at age 70. 

However, my sister-in-
law says that it is smarter 
to take it now while I am 
still working. I will be 70 
in 2.5 years. Her husband 
collects his SS and has 
kept working. She believes 
their strategy will net more 
money than mine due to 
the fact he has continued 
to pay into the system and 
she believes it has super 
boosted his monthly ben-
efit. What say you? BTW, 
Lord willing and the creek 
don’t rise I plan on living 
at least till 87. 

Signed: 
Questioning My Plan 

Dear Questioning: 
You have  a l ready 

reached your SS Full 
Retirement Age, so you can 
earn as much as possible 
without your SS benefit 
being negatively affect-
ed by Social Security’s 
Annual Earnings Test. In 
fact, if your current earn-
ings are among the high-
est over your lifetime, 
your SS benefit amount 
will continue to increase 
because of your higher 
current earnings. You are 
now also earning Delayed 
Retirement Credits, which 
will improve your month-
ly amount by.67% for 
each month (8% for each 
full year) you delay. That 
means that if you wait and 
claim at 70 you will get 
about 127% of what you 
would have gotten had you 
claimed at your FRA of 66 
years and 8 months plus 
you’ll also get all COLA 
increases which occur 
between now and then. So 
your life expectancy is key.  

 It usually takes about 
12 years to break even 
money wise by claiming at 
age 70 vs. at FRA. In other 
words, if you claim at 70 
instead of FRA, you’ll have 
received the same amount 
of SS money after you 
are 82. Thus, if your life 
expectancy is greater than 
age 82, you’ll get more in 
cumulative lifetime bene-
fits by waiting until 70 to 
claim. Of course, no one 
really knows how long they 
will live, so it is a judge-
ment you need to make. 
“Average” life expectan-
cy for a man your cur-
rent age is about age 84, 
but if you’d like to get a 
more personalized longev-
ity estimate you can use 
this tool we use here at the 
AMAC Foundation: https://
socialsecurityreport.org/
tools/life-expectancy-cal-
culator/ 

Another thing to keep 
in mind is whether your 
wife will get a widow’s 
benefit if you die first. A 
widow will get the high-
er of either her own SS 
retirement benefit or the 
husband’s benefit amount 
when he died. So, if you 

claim at age 70, your sur-
viving spouse will benefit 
if her own SS is smaller 
because you waited until 
70 for your higher SS 
amount. Just something 
else to keep in mind. 

Yet another is whether 
your wife will be entitled 
to a higher benefit as your 
spouse while you are both 
living. FYI, a spouse will 
get a “spousal boost” if her 
own SS retirement benefit 
at FRA is less than 50% 
of her spouse’s FRA enti-
tlement. If so, your wife 
cannot claim her spousal 
benefit until you take your 
own SS retirement benefit. 
If your wife will be enti-
tled to more as your spouse 
while you are both living, 
then delaying until age 70 
means your wife cannot 
collect her higher spousal 
amount until you claim. 
Depending on your finan-
cial needs as a couple, that 
may affect your decision 
as well. 

When to  c la im is 
always a judgement call 
which should consider 
your life expectancy, your 
financial needs and your 
marital status. If you don’t 
need the SS money now 
while you are working and 
believe you will, indeed, 
live “at least till 87,” then 
waiting would likely be 
your best long-term deci-
sion. If you have doubts 
about your life expectan-
cy, and/or if your wife will 
substantially benefit from 
a “spousal boost” if you 
claim earlier, then claiming 
now would also be a wise 
choice. 

F ina l l y,  i t ’s  a l so 
important to understand 
that your SS benefits may 
be taxable by the IRS and, 
if you are still working, 
your IRS tax rate will like-
ly be higher now than it 
would be after you retire 
from working. Note: The 
so-called “one big, beau-
tiful bill” provides only 
temporary tax relief (thru 
2028) on SS benefits - the 
IRS will still tax SS bene-
fits but also allow a sepa-
rate tax deduction to offset 
those SS taxes you pay.   

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Jack Frost has come and gone; time to review

Should I take Social 
Security now or at age 70?
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have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writers to 
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for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to 
publication. Addresses and 
phone numbers are not 
published. 

Unsigned or anonymous 
letters will NOT be pub-
lished. 

We reserve the right to 
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated al legations, 
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not 
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred) 
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be 
sent to The Sun, 24 Water 
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

Usually we have a 
f ew n igh t s 
that  tee-

t e r  a r o u n d 
the  f reez ing 
m a r k  e a c h 
fall, giving us 
an advanced 
w a r n i n g  o f 
sorts, before a 
real deal killer 
frost strikes. Not 
so this year.  

I tuned into the 
weather last Tuesday night 
and to my shock, we were 
expecting temperatures to 
dip into the mid to high 20s 
Thursday night into Friday 
morning! That meant going 
into extreme harvest mode to 
get everything indoors that 
needed to be and trying to 
cover what I couldn’t get to.

I was trying to hold off 
on harvesting my Butternut 
winter squash, hoping for the 
green tinges of the skin to 
fade to a warm buff color, 
but by the time Wednesday 
rolled around I had to give in 
and pick them. I think they 
are mostly ripe.  

I grew three total hills 
this year, two of a variety 
Mom had saved the seeds of 
and one of a highly touted, 
powdery mildew resistant F1 
hybrid by the name of “Little 
Dipper.”  I was lured in by 
the catalog description that 
promised seven plus fruits 
per plant.  

From my two plants in 
that one hill, I harvested 15. 
Pretty good, I’ll say! They 
range in weight from just 
about a pound and a half to 
over five pounds, with most 
around the 3.5 pound mark.  

I already cut into one, 
and roasted it. Not being 
used to such a dry texture, 
I added a little water when 
I whipped it up and it was 
flavorful enough. And true to 
its description in the Fedco 
catalog (fedcoseeds.com) 

i t  w a s 
indeed powdery mildew 
resistant.  

The leaves were incred-
ibly green and still pumping 
out flowers until they were 
struck by frost. Will I grow it 
again? Yes.  

One mention: the seeds 
took forever to germinate. I 
start mine indoors in early 
May. They were easily a 
week or 10 days behind 
the open pollinated squash 
and pumpkins I germinated 
indoors.

Another squash that was 
new to my garden this year 
was an Acorn squash by the 
name of “Festival”  from 
Renee’s Garden (renees-
garden.com). I typically 
don’t veer from growing but-
ternuts due to a heavy load 
of squash vine borers on all 
other species, but the seed 
packet was so pretty that I 
succumbed to an “impulse 
buy.”  

I figured I could grow 
them to eat, and also use 
them for autumn decorations. 
The cream-colored squash 
are splashed with orange, 
yellow and/or green and 
reportedly will keep up to 
three months.  

From four plants I har-
vested 21 squash; not too 
shabby for vines that are 
semi bush. I tried two plants 
in one of my raised beds as 
an experiment, and they did 
great there, as did the two in 
the main garden.  

I  cu t  one  in  ha l f , 
removed the seeds and 

roasted it cut side 
down until fork 
tender. To me, 
acorns are on 

t h e  b l a h 
side but all 
that chang-

es with the 
addition of some 
maple syrup.  

As far as the vine 
borers go, the plants 

were early to bear and quick 
to ripen. By the time the bor-
ers discovered them most 
fruits were curing right on 
the plants. I’ll definitely be 
growing them again.

Mouse Melon,  a lso 
known as Cucamelon was 
a newbie as well, and one 
that I was not sad to see go 
when the frost hit. I sowed 
the seeds indoors and plant-
ed the transplants along one 
side of an A-frame trellis.  
By August I had the cutest 
mini-watermelons, think the 
size that would be perfect 
Barbie Doll food!  

My appreciation for this 
trial ended with its cuteness, 
however. To me it tasted like 
a bitter cucumber, with a little 
bit of a kick to it. Not a fan.  

I did enter them in the 
Ware Grange fair, however, 
and won first place in the 
“any other” category!  

Stay tuned next week for 
more reviews and also what 
strategies worked and what 
didn’t!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

Don’t throw away your shot, get informed

In the Broadway block-
b u s t e r  “ H a m i l t o n ,” 
Alexander sings, “I’m 

not throwin’ away my shot.” 
Neither should we.

Americans’ trust in the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and  Preven t ion  (CDC) 
has been tested in the past. 
In 2020, early guidance on 
COVID-19 was all over 
the place and test kits were 
faulty. People perceived that 
the CDC was subject to polit-
ical, rather than medical, 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.

Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 

our publications. Go to 
newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital 
Photos
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The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

See HEALTH, page 7

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Martial arts in China
  6. The butt of jokes
 12. Nevertheless
 16. Sportscaster Michaels
 17. A firm believer
 18. Atomic #18
 19. One’s bestie
 20. Of I
 21. Hamburger accessory
 22. Thus
 23. Partner to Pa
 24. Scottish tax
 26. Cuts away
 28. Require
 30. Government lawyer
 31. Own (Scottish)
 32. Body cavity
 34. Brew
 35. Young woman (French)
 37. Platforms
 39. Pair of points in 

mathematics
 40. Attack suddenly

 41. Aviators
 43. Make perfect
 44. Yearly tonnage (abbr.)
 45. Neither
 47. The center of a city
 48. Sacrifice hit in baseball
 50. Singer Redding
 52. Dragged forcibly
 54. Puncture with a knife
 56. Belonging to me
 57. Expresses surprise
 59. Haul
 60. The Golden State
 61. Biblical Sumerian city
 62. Integrated circuit
 63. Opposed to certain 

principles
 66. Sodium
 67. Qualities
 70. Walk
 71. It awaits us all

CLUES DOWN
  1. Ate quickly

  2. Peyton Manning’s  
alma mater

  3. Moves through  
water

  4. Run away from
  5. Utah resident
  6. Natural objects
  7. Children’s game
  8. Obligation to prove
  9. Ancient Greek building  

for performances
 10. Soldier
 11. Decorated
 12. Catches
 13. Russell __, author
 14. Speak indistinctly
 15. Students get them
 25. Japanese warrior
 26. Dessert
 27. Doleful
 29. Most cushy
 31. Moon crater
 33. Small evergreen  

Arabian tree

 36. Something  
fugitives are “on”

 38. 007’s creator
 39. Paintings on hinged 

panels
 41. Type of bomb
 42. Japanese classical 

theater
 43. U.S. gov’t department
 46. Flightless bird
 47. One who cuts wood or 

stone
 49. Buttock and thigh 

together
 51. A way to gather
 53. Body part
 54. Argentinian city
 55. Undergarments
 58. Jai __, sport
 60. Container for shipping
 64. Type of screen
 65. Get free of
 68. Indicates position
 69. Business department

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 3

Harmony House hosts spaghetti dinner
C H I C O P E E  – 

Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts, a nonprofit 
home for hospice patients, 
will host their 15th Annual 
Spaghetti Supper on Friday, 
Nov. 7 from 5 to 7 p.m.. at 
the Moose Family Center, 
244 Fuller Road, Chicopee. 
The community event raises 
funds to support the organi-
zation’s mission, providing 
a home and compassionate, 
around-the-clock care, allow-
ing residents to live their 
final days to the fullest.

“Community support is 
absolutely vital to Harmony 
House. Donations enable 
us to provide 24/7 care and 
companionship to those who 
don’t have a safe or suitable 
place to receive hospice care 

and want to live out their 
final days in a place they can 
call home,” said Gina Mazza, 
board president and execu-
tive director of Harmony 
House. “We’re looking for-
ward to bringing the commu-
nity together to share a deli-
cious meal and be part of our 
work providing the peace, 
comfort, and dignity that our 
residents and their loved ones 
deserve.” 

T h e  e v e n i n g  w i l l 
include a hearty spaghet-
t i  d inner,  50/50 draw-
ing, and raffle baskets.  
Tickets can be purchased at 
HarmonyHouseWMA.org or 
from a board member and 
are $15 if purchased before 
Thursday, Oct. 30.   Tickets 
purchased after this date or 

at the door are $20. Children 
six and under attend for free. 

This event is made pos-
sible thanks to the gener-
ous donation of space from 
the Chicopee Moose Lodge 
and the support of our spon-
sors, including Westfield 
Bank, Egan, Flanagan and 
Cohen, P.C., Fedor Financial 
Group, LLC, Carla Santia & 
Associates, Pizza Lino, and 
Rivest Financial Associates, 
Inc.  Additional sponsors 
are welcome and can learn 
more at the Harmony House 
website. Additional spon-
sors will be happily accepted 
until October 29th.  Please 
visit HarmonyHouseWMA.
org to learn more about the 
organization, event, volunteer 
opportunities, or to donate.

School Street Park to host ‘Out of the 
Darkness’ suicide prevention walk

AGAWAM  − Suicide 
is a leading cause of death 
in the United States and 
the  16th leading cause of 
death in Massachusetts. It 
is also the second-leading 
cause of death for individ-
uals age 15-34, yet suicide 
can often be prevented. 

Volunteers from west-
ern  Massachuset ts  are 
joining the thousands of 
people who are gather-
ing this season in towns 
across the United States to 
promote suicide preven-
tion. The annual  Greater 
Springfield  Out of the 
Darkness Community Walk, 
hosted by the  American 
Foundation for Suicide 
Foundation - Massachusetts 
Chapter  will be held on 

Saturday, Oct. 25 at 10 a.m. 
(registration begins at 9 
a.m. at School Street Park, 
Agawam, MA. 

This gathering will 
suppor t  the  Amer ican 
Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention’s education, 
research and support for 
survivors of suicide loss. In 
addition to raising aware-
ness and funds to fight sui-
cide, the walks give those 
who attend a chance to con-
nect with others and know 
they are not alone, whether 
they walk in memory or in 
support of a loved one or in 
honor of their own mental 
health journey. 

“Suicide touches one in 
five families in the United 
States. We hope that by 

connecting with one anoth-
er, we will draw attention 
to this issue and keep other 
families from experiencing 
a suicide loss. Our goal is 
to save lives and bring hope 
to those affected by sui-
cide,” said Lyndsey Nunes, 
Greater Springfield co-chair 
and AFSP Massachusetts 
Board Member.  

The Greater Springfield 
Ou t  o f  t he  Da rknes s 
Community Walk is one 
of the hundreds of events 
being held nationwide this 
year. Speakers at the Greater 
Springfield Out of the 
Darkness Walk will include 
local legislators and Western 
Mass community members 
who have been personally 
affected by suicide. 

City to benefit from MassTrails grant program
BOSTON – The Healey-

Driscoll  Administrat ion 
today announced $7.5 mil-
lion will be awarded through 
the MassTrails grant program 
to support 50 trail projects 
that will improve and expand 
the trail network across 
Massachusetts. This funding 
will create 60 miles of new 
recreational trails, making it 
easier for residents to access 
and enjoy outdoor spaces.  

The MassTrails program 
provides matching grants to 
communities, public entities, 
individuals, Native nations, 

and non-profit organizations. 
These grants help fund the 
planning, creation, and main-
tenance of trails suitable for 
a variety of outdoor activi-
ties, including walking, run-
ning, hiking, cycling, skiing, 
horseback riding, and off-
road vehicle use. This year’s 
projects also focus on mak-
ing trails more accessible for 
everyone. 

“Trails are more than 
just paths through the woods. 
They bring people into town 
to eat at local restaurants, 
stay in small hotels and shop 

at small businesses,” said 
Governor Maura Healey. 
“When we invest in trails, 
we’re investing in jobs, tour-
ism and the local business-
es that keep Massachusetts 
moving forward.” 

“As a former mayor, I 
saw how trail networks bring 
communities together in 
a real, practical way. They 
connect  neighborhoods, 
parks and downtowns, mak-
ing it easier for people to 
walk, bike and spend time 
outdoors,” said Lieutenant 
Governor Kim Driscoll. “Our 

trails help strengthen com-
munity pride and make our 
towns more connected and 
accessible for everyone.”    

This  program is  an 
important part of the Healey-
Driscoll Administration’s 
Mass Ready Act, which 
addresses the need to invest 
in local economies while 
protecting water and nature. 
With $3 billion in funding, 
the Mass Ready Act aims to 
revitalize state parks, trails, 
beaches, and historic sites. 

“I use the trails almost 
every day. It’s where I clear 

my head, get some exercise 
and feel connected to the 
place I live,” said Energy 
and Environmental Affairs 
Secretary Rebecca Tepper. 
“Having safe, clean spaces 
to walk, bike, and commute, 
makes a real difference. It’s 
good for our health, it cuts 
down on traffic pollution, 
and it helps protect the land 
and air we all share.”  

“Trails connect people - 
to nature, to their neighbors, 
and to opportunities for rec-
reation and wellness,” said 
DCR Commissioner Nicole 

LaChapelle. “What’s excit-
ing about our MassTrails 
program is these trails mean 
safer walks to school, a more 
accessible path to work, 
or a new way to explore 
your community’s natural 
resources. This funding is 
going to improve the quali-
ty of life for residents across 
Massachusetts and preserve 
access to the outdoors for 
future generations.” 

Holyoke was named 
as one of the communities 
where grant funding would 
be used for trails projects.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

Library announces October photo exhibit
A G AWA M  –  T h e 

Agawam Public Library is 
excited to share works from 
the Springfield Photographic 
Society during the month 
of October. Pieces from the 
exhibit, titled The Towns 
of Franklin County, will be 
displayed on the main floor 
gallery walls. 

This exhibit will feature 
pictures from each of the 26 
towns in Franklin County. 
The images have been pro-
vided by 26 members of the 
Springfield Photographic 
Soc ie ty,  cap tu r ing  the 
uniqueness of the commu-
nities, and illustrating their 
history, culture, public spac-
es, and natural beauty. Each 

photographer chose one per-
spective that they felt was 
important to understand-
ing their town. One of the 
strengths of the exhibit is the 
large number of contributing 
photographers - providing a 
wider range of perspective 
than what could have been 
achieved with one or two 
contributors. Those photog-
raphers with a passion for 
nature found the natural 
beauty in their assignment. 
Other photographers wanted 
to feature historical sites or 
local businesses. The Towns 
of Franklin County is the 
final installment of a long-
term project undertaken by 
the club to capture images 

from all 101 towns in the 
four counties of Western 
Massachusetts.

Visitors are welcomed 
to explore these art exhib-
i t s  throughout  October 
during the regular hours of 
the library. The library will 
be closed Monday, Oct. 13 
for Columbus Day. Any 
questions about the exhib-
its can be routed to the 
Information Desk at 413-
789-1550 x4. Please con-
tact Adult Services Library 
Associate, Erica LeFebvre 
at (413) 789-1550 x8858 or 
elefebvre@agawamlibrary.
org if you are interested in 
displaying artwork at the 
library.

Send Us Your Photos!
Email: thesun@turley.com
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Knights fall to Chicopee
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke High School girls 
volleyball team suffered three 
straight losses and have com-
pleted their regular season 
schedule. The Knights are 6-10 
and are on the outside of the 
playoff picture in both Western 
Mass. and the state level. The 
Knights lost to Franklin Tech 
3-0 and now await nonplayoff 
games next week.

Boys soccer 
headed for 
tournament 
after win

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
High School High School 
boys soccer team clinched a 
spot in the Division 3 State 
Tournament despite being 
ranked well below the top 
32 in the power rankings.

The Knights scored 
a 5-3 win over Greenfield 
High School on Tuesday, 
Oct. 7. They would also 
earn a draw 2-2 against the 
High School of Commerce. 
The Knights improved to 
8-5-1 during the past week 
and were guaranteed a finish 
above .500 to qualify for the 
state tournament this year.

Holyoke had one final 
regular season matchup 
against Ware earlier this 
week, then would await 
news if they qualify for the 
Western Mass. tournament, 
or will participate in non-
playoff games leading up to 
the state tournament.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com
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Tatiana Gonzalez sets near 
the net.

Ashantilys Calderon goes for the spike.	 Turley photos by David Henry 

Paola Berrios Martinez gets low for a hit.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Kyra Lippman tries to outrun her opponent.

Ishanellys Rivera advances toward midfield.

Scarlett Mendes 
sends a pass away.

Kayleigh Coutinho clears the ball out of the defensive end.

Anaya Rosario looks to keep the ball in play with a jumping move.

Grace Bechard plays the ball off her knee.

Have the scoop on a 
local sports story? Want to 
submit a team photo, pass 
along a potential story idea, 
or just find out how to get a 
copy of that great photo of 
your young athlete? Please 
send all sports-related press 
releases and information to 
Sports Editor Greg Scibelli 
at: sports@turley.com or 
call, 1-413-283-8393.

How to contact 
the Sports Editor

H O LYO K E  –  L a s t 
Monday afternoon, Holyoke 
High School girls soccer 
suffered a 2-1 defeat against 
Hopkins Academy. 

Leilany Figueroa scored 
the lone goal for Holyoke 
with Kyleigh Luther making 
six saves for the Knights. 

Holyoke is now 3-8-3 

this season. Holyoke now 
competes in Division 3 for 
girls soccer, and is well 
below the top 32 in the 
power rankings.

Holyoke girls fall to Hopkins
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Comeback falls short for 
T-Birds on Opening Night

SPRINGFIELD  – The 
Springfield Thunderbirds 
(0-1-0-0) battled valiant-
ly, but could not overcome 
an early three-goal hole in 
a 4-3 loss to  the Charlotte 
Checkers (1-0-0-0) before 
a sold-out Opening Night 
crowd of 6,793 inside the 
MassMutual Center on 
Saturday night. 

The season began with 
a dose of adversity just 19 
seconds into the opening 
period, as Hunter Skinner 
and starting goaltender 
Vadim Zherenko miscom-
municated on control of a 
loose puck, and Charlotte 
newcomer Jack Studnicka 
pounced to poke the loose 
puck into the yawning net 
to give the Checkers a 1-0 
advantage.

The defending Eastern 
Conference champions then 
flexed their power play 
muscles at the 9:04 mark, 
as Ben Steeves rifled a 
one-timer over Zherenko’s 
glove off a slick feed from 
Ryan McAllister, and the 
visitors’ lead grew to 2-0.

Before the T-Birds 
could stop the barrage, 
Charlotte added still anoth-
er when rookie defenseman 
Ludvig Jansson squeaked 
one through Zherenko on 
the short side at 11:28, and 
the deficit became 3-0.

Despite the tumul-
tuous beginning, 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
f o u g h t 
b a c k , 
b e g i n -
n i n g  w i t h 
Otto Stenberg 
p u r s u i n g  a 
l o o s e  p u c k 
a f t e r  b e i n g 
denied on a first attempt 
on Charlotte goalie Cooper 
Black. The second-year 
Swede chopped the second 
chance past Black, cutting 
the lead to 3-1 at 14:37.

Just 1:33 later, former 
Checker Matt Luff contin-
ued the momentum shift, 
arriving at a loose puck 
at the blue paint after a 
Skinner shot ricocheted off 
a teammate in the crease. 
Luff played through to 
the whistle and jammed it 
under the fallen goaltender, 
and after so much had gone 
wrong to begin the night, 
the T-Birds had clawed to a 
3-2 score heading into the 
second.

Charlotte, however, got 
right back to their power 
play excellence to begin 
the second, with rook-
ie Jack Devine wiring a 
one-timer over Zherenko’s 
shoulder at 2:11 of the sec-
ond, restoring the insur-
ance marker, 4-2. 

After six goals 
in the game’s first 

22 minutes, 
b o t h 
g o a l -

t e n -
de r s  s e t -

t l e d  d ow n 
through the 
duration of 

t he  midd le 
stanza, and the 4-2 score 
carried into the final peri-
od. 

T h e  t h i r d  p e r i o d 
proved to be tough sled-
ding for both teams to 
locate offense, but with 
Zherenko on the bench 
with 1:23 to play, Juraj 
Pekarcik unleashed a one-
time slapper past Black, 
cutting the lead back down 
to one, 4-3. Theo Lindstein 
also picked up his first 
AHL point with the prima-
ry assist.

Desp i te  the  tough 
beginning of his night, 
Z h e r e n k o  s h o w e d 
great  resilience in mak-
ing 32 saves for the night. 
Black earned the vic-
tory with 26 stops in the 
Charlotte goal crease.

The T-Birds take to 
the road for the first time 
in the 2025-26 season next 
Saturday and Sunday for a 
pair of contests against the 
Hershey Bears.

Doiron doubles up at Lee, Robie 
clinches GSPSS Championship

LEE, N.H. – The Granite 
State Pro Stock Series’ 
14th season drew to a close 
Sunday evening as part of 
Russ Conway’s Oktoberfest, 
the season-ending spectacular 
at Lee USA Speedway.

And while Joey Doiron 
locked down his second 
series win of 2025, rookie 
Cole Robie celebrated his 
first GSPSS championship at 
“New Hampshire’s Center of 
Speed.”

Jeremy Sorel edged out 
Cory Casagrande in time tri-
als, but Doiron wasted little 
time establishing himself as 
the man to beat. The winner 
of July’s Iron Sight 125, the 
two-time GSPSS champion 
planted his Petit Motorsports 
entry at the front of the field 
early in the feature.

J immy Renfrew, Jr. 
closed in on Doiron mid-
way through the race, hop-
ing to reverse a July mis-
cue and steal his first series 
win since 2022. But with 
Renfrew breathing down his 
neck, Doiron turned up the 
wick, outpacing the recent-
ly-crowned Lee track titlist.

Renfrew soon faded into 
Eddie MacDonald’s grasp, 
with “The Outlaw” making 
the pass for second on a late 
restart. But MacDonald had 
nothing down the stretch for 
Doiron, who stretched his 

advantage to nearly a second 
as he took the checkers.

Doiron’s victory was his 
fourth GSPSS win at Lee, 
leading the series among 
all drivers. The 2019 and 
2022 series champion from 
Berwick, Maine, now sits 
tied with 2020 champ Joey 
Polewarczyk for the sec-
ond-most career GSPSS wins.

MacDonald held on 
for second, with Renfrew 
clinging to third in the final 
sprint. Fast qualifier Sorel 
finished fourth, his best run 
at Lee by far since 2022. 
Dave Farrington, Jr. avoid-
ed an early skirmish to come 
home fifth, his best result of 
the year.

P o l e w a r c z y k  w a s 
sixth at the stripe, ahead of 
Ryan Green, who wheeled 
Doiron’s backup car to a 
seventh-place performance. 
Lee regular Frankie Eldredge 
matched his season best from 
Hudson Speedway in eighth. 
Robie wrapped up the night 
in ninth while Casagrande 
rounded out the top ten.

R o b i e  e n t e r e d  t h e 
evening having virtually 
clinched the title a week ago. 
With the drop of the green 
flag, the 17-year-old from 
Windham, Maine, official-
ly became the series’ 12th 
different champion and its 
youngest titlist ever. Robie 

joins Doiron and 2023 champ 
Travis Benjamin as the 
GSPSS’ third champion from 
the Pine Tree State.

Robie’s title comes on 
the back of a consistent sea-
son in which he finished no 
worse than tenth all year, 
winning once in July at 
Monadnock Speedway and 
completing all but seven 
laps. The reigning NELCAR 
Legends champion has strong 
Granite State ties; grandfa-
ther Carleton and father Jarod 
fielded their racing efforts 
from the family shop only a 
few towns away from Lee.

Ti t le  hopefu l  Evan 
Beaulieu, last season’s run-
ner-up, could only man-
age a 14th-place finish. 
Nevertheless, the Durham, 
Maine, veteran celebrated a 
career season with two wins. 
Reigning champ Casey Call 
was swept into an early crash, 
ending his evening and ced-
ing third in the standings to 
Casagrande.

Eight different drivers 
visited a GSPSS winner’s 
circle in 2025, including 
four former series champi-
ons. Beaulieu and Doiron 
were the season’s only mul-
tiple-time feature winners, 
with Beaulieu joining Robie 
and Alexendre “Fireball” 
Tardif as first-time GSPSS 
winners.

Worcester Railers wrap up preseason with loss
B I D D E F O R D , 

ME – The Worcester Railers 
HC  (0-2-0-0)  lost to the 
Maine Mariners (2-0-0-0) on 
Saturday, Oct. 11, in front 
of a crowd of 1,000 by a 
final score of 3-2 in favor of 
Maine at the Harold Alfond 
Forum in Biddeford, ME. 
The Railers open the regu-
lar season against the Maine 
Mariners next Saturday at the 
DCU Center on October 18th 
at 6:05 p.m. EDT.

Worcester opened up 
the scoring for the game 
early on, with JC Campagna 
(1-0-1) nailing a shot into 
the Mariners net at just 0:30. 
Mariners responded 69 sec-
onds later with a goal from 
Ty Cheveldayoff (2-1-3) at 
1:39 to make it 1-1. Mariners 
center Wyllum Deveaux (1-0-
1) landed a rebound goal 
towards the end of the period 
at 17:42, which gave Maine 
a 2-1 lead to finish the first. 

Worcester evened the score 
early in the second with a 
goal from Tyler Kobryn (1-0-
1) off a rebound shot 3:59 
into the frame. Mariners’ 
Rober t  Cronin  (1 -0-1) 
secured the win for the night 
at the 17:26 of the third peri-
od after a battle at the net 
with Railers’ goaltender Gale. 

The Railers opened the 
first period with a winning 
faceoff that allowed them 
to get a point on the board 
early with a goal at just 0:30 
from JC Campagna (1st), 
assisted by Lincoln Hatten 
and and Tanner Schachle to 
make it 1-0.  The Mariners 
didn’t wait long to even the 
score with a goal from Ty 
Cheveldayoff (2nd) at 1:39, 
just 69 seconds after the 
Worcester goal was made, 
assisted by Xander Lamppa 
and Linus Hemstrom. Neither 
team found the net for the 
next stretch of the first, until 

M a r i n e r s ’ 
R o b e r t 
Cronin sent 
a shot off 
t he  pads 
of Railers’ 
g o a l t e n d e r 
Luke Pavicich, 
set t ing up a 
rebound shot for 
Wyllum Deveaux 
(1st), which broke past 
the goal line for Maine’s 
second of the night at 17:42. 
Worcester looked to even the 
score, but found themselves 
trailing by a goal at the end 
of the period. Maine out-
shot Worcester 12-8 with no 
penalties or power-plays on 
either side. 

Worcester had another 
early scoring start in the sec-
ond period with a goal at 3:59 
from Tyler Kobryn (1st), who 
was able to get a rebound off 
Maine’s Arvanitis from a shot 
by defenseman Benjamin 

L i n d b e r g 
and tie the 
game at 2-2. 

Maine’s Jacob 
Perrault fol-

lowed the goal 
wi th  serving 
a two minute 
penalty at 4:42 
due to too many 

men, which allowed 
the Railers to head onto 

their first power-play of the 
game. Worcester split time 
between their goaltenders on 
the night, as Thomas Gale 
skated into the net around 
the eighth minute of the sec-
ond period and took the place 
of starting goaltender Luke 
Pavicich. Worcester went 
onto a second power-play at 
16:45 from a slashing call 
on Mariner’s left defense-
man James Marooney. The 
Railers’ left the ice with a tie 
game at the end of the sec-
ond. Worcester had two total 

power-plays in the second, 
the only two of the game so 
far, with two penalties from 
Mariners’ Jacob Perreault and 
James Marooney. Maine out-
shot Worcester 17-9. 

The Railers entered the 
third looking to take the lead 
for the second time. An early 
attempt to take the lead from 
Mariners’ Zachary Massicotte 
passed the goal line after the 
referee whistle—on-ice offi-
cials determined no goal for 
the defenseman to keep the 
game nodded 2-2. Worcester’s 
Nathan Burke received a two 
minute minor for tripping at 
5:32, allowing the Mariners 
to go onto their first pow-
er-play of the game. Maine’s 
Jacob Perrault followed 
Burke into the box shortly 
after with a slashing minor 
for four-on-four play and a 
brief 40 second power-play 
for Worcester. The Railers’ 
didn’t wait long to head back 

into the box as Nick Pennucci 
served two minutes for a 
holding minor on Mariners’ 
Tyler Cheveldayoff. Both 
teams looked to score and 
take the game, but it would 
be Maine’s Robert Cronin 
(1st), assisted by Shawn 
Element and Xander Lamppa, 
who would secure the win 
for the Mariners at 17:26 
by making it 3-2. Worcester 
followed the goal with a 
delay of game at the faceoff 
dot at 17:41, leading Maine 
to their third power-play of 
the night. Worcester had a 
late game opportunity, pull-
ing Gale for an extra man on 
the ice to try and grab anoth-
er goal but failed to find the 
net. Worcester had three pen-
alties for the period, Nathan 
Burke, Nick Pennucci, and a 
delay of game served by Matt 
DeMelis. Maine had one with 
Mariners’ right wing Jacob 
Perrault.

 Sports ◗

 In The News ◗

influence.
Trust is easy to lose and 

hard to regain. While some 
applaud the current CDC 
leadership for cutting back 
on vaccine recommenda-
tions and gutting its panel 
of vaccine experts  in 2025, 
the medical community is 
expressing alarm that we 
may see a resurgence of dis-
eases thought defeated, like 
measles.

So, this is the atmo-
sphere as we head into 
f a l l  v a c c i n e  s e a s o n . 
Understandably, confusion 
reigns. Should I get that vac-
cine? Will I have to pay for 
it if the CDC doesn’t require 
it? Should I get it from a doc-
tor or a pharmacy?

All good questions!
I remain firmly in the 

camp that vaccines not only 
save lives, but also protect 
us from serious illnesses, 
from everyday flu to shin-
gles to cancer. Studies have 
found that vaccines increase 
life expectancy by reducing 
deaths from infectious dis-
eases and improving overall 
health.

Let’s look at our fall 
vaccines

COVID-19
While COVID-19 has 

dropped out of the top 10 
deadliest diseases, it was 
still a contributing factor in 
about 47,000 deaths in the 
U.S. in 2024. The CDC says 
older people and those with 
underlying conditions need 
the vaccine. Medical experts 
say it’s important for more 
people to be vaccinated in 
order to not spread disease 
to others. 

While CDC dropped its 
recommendation that preg-
nant women get vaccinat-
ed, doctors say vaccination 
protects both mothers and 
babies, who cannot be vac-
cinated.

What you should do: A 
majority of Americans falls 
into one of the permitted cat-
egories (age, chronic health 
conditions, etc.). But go by 
what your doctor tells you, 
and don’t delay. Supplies 
may be limited.

Where can you go? 
Currently in Massachusetts, 
everyone 6 months and older 
is eligible for the updat-
ed  2025-2026 COVID-
19 vaccine.  Nearly  a l l 
Massachusetts residents can 
still get a COVID-19 vaccine 
for no or little cost. 

Massachuset t s  res i -
dents may get their COVID-
19 vaccine at their doctors’ 
office, health center or 
pharmacy or through their 

local health department. 
Pediatricians’ offices and 
community health centers are 
the best option for access-
ing COVID-19 vaccines for 
children, especially those 
between 6 months and 5 
years of age. 

Will you have to pay? 
Not if you have Medicare or 
a Medicare Advantage plan. 
Additionally, Gov. Maura 
Healey signed an executive 
order requiring insurance 
companies that operate in the 
state to cover the cost of vac-
cines. Medicaid is also cover-
ing vaccines.

Influenza
Unlike the COVID-19 

vaccine, guidelines for the 
flu vaccine haven’t changed. 
The  CDC recommends that 
everyone 6 months and older 
should get vaccinated against 
the flu — even if they are 
healthy — with rare excep-
tions. That’s because influ-
enza is a highly contagious 
disease and can lead to seri-
ous complications, includ-
ing pneumonia and hospi-
talization, even in otherwise 
healthy people.

What you should do: Get 
the shot from your doctor, a 
pharmacy or a public health 
department. The best tim-
ing is September or October, 
to let the antibodies time to 

develop.
Wi l l  y o u  h ave  t o 

pay? Unlikely. Medicare, 
Medicaid and private insur-
ance programs cover the 
cost. Again, check with your 
insurer to make sure there 
isn’t a copay.

RSV
RSV (respiratory syncy-

tial virus) is dangerous for 
older adults (75 and up), ages 
50-74 with underlying condi-
tions and for babies. It’s a big 
reason babies are hospital-
ized each fall.

The nice thing about this 
vaccine is that it’s a one-and-
done.

What you should do: If 
you haven’t had it already, 
get it at your doctor’s office 
or a pharmacy.

Will you have to pay? 
Probably not. The vaccines 
are covered by Medicare, 
Medicaid and most commer-
cial insurers.

One of the things I find 
with vaccines is that peo-
ple forget what they had, or 
when they had them. This is 
where the electronic patient 
portal your health care pro-
vider uses comes in handy 
because it will keep track 
of your immunizations and 
tell you when it’s time to ask 
whether it’s time to get (yet) 

another one.
Whatever you do, don’t 

throw away your shot!
T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 

Frykenberg, is  a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
t i fied  pat ient  advocate 
a n d  f o u n d e r  o f  w w w.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become 
successful private patient 
advocates.   Teri offers a 
free phone consultation to 
Turley Newspaper readers 
as well as to nurses inter-
ested in becoming advo-
cates.   Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

HEALTH, from page 4

Nurses: Take Control of Your
Career & Make a Difference!
✔ Become a Private Patient Advocate

✔ High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule

✔ Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance

✔ Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

book a call today 
WITH Teri Frykenberg

www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday, November 5, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m., in the City 
Hall Annex, Room 403, Holyoke 
MA to hear the petition of Ra-
fael and Sheila Rivera, who are 
requesting an appeal from the 
zoning official’s, Notice of Vio-
lations letter dated, September 
19, 2025, at a property known as 
230-232 Beech Street (061-03-
009). 

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be seen in the Office 
of Planning & Economic Devel-
opment, 20 Korean Veterans Pla-
za, Rm 401, 8:30-4:30, M-F. 

Applicant: 
Rafael & Sheila Rivera 
Board of Appeals: Josh Knox  

10/17, 10/24/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The: Holyoke Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing 
on Wednesday November 5, 
2025, at 5:00 p.m., in the City 
Hall Annex, Room 403, Holyoke 
MA to hear the petition of Wil-
liam F. Sullivan Company, Inc / 
Woodeast Realty, LLC, who is 
requesting an appeal from the 
zoning official’s, Notice of Viola-
tions letter dated, September 19, 
2025, at a property known as 1-3 
Jed Days Landing (084-00-002). 

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be seen in the Office 
of Planning & Economic Devel-
opment, 20 Korean Veterans Pla-
za, Rm 401, 8:30-4:30, M-F. 

Applicant: 
William F. Sullivan Company, 
Inc and Woodeast Realty, LLC 
Board of Appeals: Josh Knox  

10/17, 10/24/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Mortgage, Assign-
ment of Leases and Rents, Fix-
ture Filing, and Security Agree-
ment given by 156 High Holyoke 
MA, LLC (the “Mortgagor”) to 
Aloha Capital, LLC, dated April 
14, 2023 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds (the “Registry”) at 24973, 
Page 440, as assigned to Reigo 
Securitization Sponsor 2021-1, 
LLC, dated September 9, 2024 
and recorded with the Registry in 
Book 25566, Page 146, of which 
Mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion at 11:00 AM on the 7th day 
of November, 2025 at 156-162 
High Street, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts, being more particularly in 
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Holyoke, Hamp-
den County, Massachusetts, be-
ing known and being more par-
ticularly bounded and described 
as follows:

Beginning at a point at the 
intersection of the easterly line 
of High Street with the South-
erly line of Hampden Street; 
THENCE running Southwesterly 
by the Easterly line of High Street 
forty-nine (49) feet; THENCE 
Southeasterly and at right angles 
to said High Street eighty (80) 
feet to an alley or common pas-
sageway; THENCE Northeaster-
ly by said passageway forty-nine 
(49) feet to said Hampden Street; 
THENCE Northwesterly by said 
Hampden Street eight (80) feet to 
the point of the beginning.

Containing 3,920 square feet 
of land more or less.

Address: 156 High Street, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040

Parcel ID: 013-03-005
For mortgagor’s title see deed 

recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
24014, Page 102.

Said premises shall also be 
sold subject to and/or with the 
benefit of any and all other re-
strictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax titles, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
attachments and existing encum-
brances of record created prior to 
the Mortgage, if any there be, in-
sofar as in force and applicable.

Said premises will also be sold 
subject to all leases and tenan-
cies having priority over said 
Mortgage, to tenancies or rights 
of parties in possession now or 
at the time of said auction which 
are subject to said Mortgage, to 
rights or claims in personal prop-
erty installed by tenants or for-
mer tenants now located on the 
premises, and to laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited 
to, all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.

Terms of sale:
The highest bidder in the sale 

shall deposit a bank treasurer’s 
check, or certified check in the 
amount of Twenty Thousand 
Dollars ($20,000.00) at the time 
and place of the sale as a non-re-
fundable earnest money deposit 
towards the purchase price to be 
held at the option of the Mort-
gagee as liquidated damages for 
any default by the successful 
bidder.  The highest bidder shall 
then be required to remit by fed-
eral wire transfer an additional 
non-refundable deposit to bring 
in an amount sufficient to make 
the total deposit equal to ten per-
cent (10%) of the purchase price 
within five (5) business days of 
the date of the public auction.  

The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid upon deliv-
ery of the deed within thirty (30) 
days of the date of the public 
auction. Each successful bidder 
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Sale at the public auc-
tion containing the terms herein 
and any additional terms set forth 
in the Memorandum of Sale or 
announced at the public auction.

In the event that any successful 
bidder at the public auction fails 
to perform in the time specified 
to purchase the applicable prem-
ises, the Mortgagee reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to sell 
such premises by foreclosure 
deed to the other qualified bid-
ders, in descending order begin-
ning with the next highest bid-
der, provided that in each case 
the next highest bidder delivers 
to Mortgagee the amount of the 
required deposit within three 
(3) business days after written 
notice of the default of the pre-
vious highest bidder and prompt-
ly executes a Memorandum of 
Sale providing for performance 
within thirty (30) days of execu-
tion. Mortgagee also reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to as-
sume the bid of any defaulting or 
declining bidder.  The Mortgag-
ee reserves the right to postpone 
this sale to a later date by public 
proclamation at the time and date 
appointed for the sale and to fur-
ther postpone any adjourned sale 
date by public proclamation at 
the time and date appointed for 
the adjourned sale date.

Other terms to be announced 
at sale.

For inquiries concerning the 
auction, please contact Samantha 
Saperstein at ssaperstein@pesco.
com. 

Reigo Securitization Sponsor 
2021-1, LLC, 

present holder of the Mortgage,
By its attorney,

Lauren A. Solar, Esq.
Hackett Feinberg P.C.

155 Federal Street, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02110 

10/10, 10/17, 10/24/2025

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution of 

the Power of Sale contained in 
that certain Mortgage, Assign-
ment of Leases and Rents, Fix-
ture Filing, and Security Agree-
ment given by 445 High Holyoke 
MA, LLC (the “Mortgagor”) to 
Aloha Capital, LLC, dated April 
11, 2023 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds (the “Registry”) at 24973, 
Page 410, as assigned to Reigo 
Securitization Sponsor 2021-1, 
LLC dated September 9, 2024 
and recorded with the Registry in 
Book 25566, Page 154, of which 
Mortgage the undersigned is the 
present holder, for breach of the 
conditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public Auc-
tion at 12:00 PM on the 7th day 
of November, 2025 at 445-447 
High Street, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts, being more particularly in 
said mortgage, to wit:

PARCEL 1
Certain parcel of land with 

the buildings thereon, situated in 
said Holyoke, bounded and de-
scribed as follows, viz

BEGINNING at a point of 
intersection of the westerly side 
of High Street with the northerly 
side of Essex Street and thence 
running

NORTHEASTERLY on said 
High Street Twenty-Eight (28) 
feet and one (1) inch; thence

NORTHWESTERLY at a 
right angle to said High Street 
ninety-seven (97) feet to the cen-
ter line of an alley or common 
passageway (which passageway 
is fourteen wide); thence

SOUTHWESTERLY on said 
center line of said alley and par-
allel with said High Street Twen-
ty-Eight (28) feet and one (1) 
inch to said Essex Street; thence

SOUTHEASTERLY on said 
Essex Street ninety-seven (97) 
feet to the place of BEGINNING.

Containing 2,724 1/12 square 
feet more or less.

Address: 0 High Street, Holy-
oke, Massachusetts 01040

Parcel ID: 011-07-007
PARCEL 2:
The land in Holyoke, Hamp-

den County, Massachusetts, with 
the buildings thereon, bounded 
and described as follows:

BEGINNING at the point of 
intersection of the westerly side 
of High Street with the southerly 
side of Essex Street and thence 
running

SOUTHWESTERLY on said 
High Street twenty-nine (29) feet 
and eight (8) inches; thence

NORTHWESTERLY at right 
angles with said High Street nine-
ty-seven (97) feet to, the center 
line of an alley or common pas-
sageway (which passageway is 
fourteen (14) feet wide); thence

NORTHEASTERLY on said 
center line of said alley and par-
allel with said High Street twen-
ty-nine feet and eight (8) inches 
to said Essex Street thence

SOUTHEASTERLY on said 
Essex Street ninety-seven (97) 
feet to the place of beginning.

Address: 445 High Street, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts 01040

Parcel ID: 0011-8-000001
For mortgagor’s title see deed 

recorded in the Hampden Coun-
ty Registry of Deeds in Book 
24895, Page 181.

Said premises shall also be 
sold subject to and/or with the 
benefit of any and all other re-
strictions, easements, improve-
ments, covenants, outstanding 
tax titles, municipal or other 
public taxes, assessments, liens 
or claims in the nature of liens, 
attachments and existing encum-
brances of record created prior to 
the Mortgage, if any there be, in-
sofar as in force and applicable.

Said premises will also be sold 
subject to all leases and tenan-
cies having priority over said 
Mortgage, to tenancies or rights 
of parties in possession now or 
at the time of said auction which 
are subject to said Mortgage, to 
rights or claims in personal prop-
erty installed by tenants or for-
mer tenants now located on the 
premises, and to laws and ordi-
nances including, but not limited 
to, all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.

Terms of sale:
The highest bidder in the sale 

shall deposit a bank treasurer’s 
check, or certified check in the 
amount of Twenty Thousand 
Dollars ($20,000.00) at the time 
and place of the sale as a non-re-
fundable earnest money deposit 
towards the purchase price to be 
held at the option of the Mort-
gagee as liquidated damages for 
any default by the successful 
bidder. The highest bidder shall 
then be required to remit by fed-
eral wire transfer an additional 
non-refundable deposit to bring 
in an amount sufficient to make 
the total deposit equal to ten per-
cent (10%) of the purchase price 
within five (5) business days of 
the date of the public auction.

The balance of the purchase 
price shall be paid upon deliv-
ery of the deed within thirty (30) 
days of the date of the public 
auction. Each successful bidder 
shall be required to sign a Memo-
randum of Sale at the public auc-
tion containing the terms herein 
and any additional terms set forth 
in the Memorandum of Sale or 
announced at the public auction.

In the event that any successful 
bidder at the public auction fails 
to perform in the time specified 
to purchase the applicable prem-
ises, the Mortgagee reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to sell 
such premises by foreclosure 
deed to the other qualified bid-
ders, in descending order begin-
ning with the next highest bid-
der, provided that in each case 
the next highest bidder delivers 
to Mortgagee the amount of the 
required deposit within three 
(3) business days after written 
notice of the default of the pre-
vious highest bidder and prompt-
ly executes a Memorandum of 
Sale providing for performance 
within thirty (30) days of execu-
tion. Mortgagee also reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to as-
sume the bid of any defaulting or 
declining bidder. The Mortgagee 
reserves the right to postpone 
this sale to a later date by pub-
lic proclamation at the time and 
date appointed for the sale and to 
further postpone any adjourned 
sale date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appointed for 
the adjourned sale date.

Other terms to be announced 
at sale.

For inquiries concerning the 
auction, please contact Samantha 
Saperstein at ssaperstein@pesco.
com.

Reigo Securitization Sponsor 
2021-1, LLC,

present holder of the Mortgage,
By its attorney,

Lauren A. Solar, Esq.
Hackett Feinberg P.C.

155 Federal Street, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02110 

10/10, 10/17, 10/24/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0300CA 
In the matter of: 
Gregorio Garcia

CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Gregorio Garcia of Holyoke, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Greg Rodriguez
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
10/28/2025

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  September 30, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/17/2025

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance, the City of 
Holyoke Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing 
on Thursday, October 23rd, 
2025, at 6:15 p.m. remotely via 
Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/83982886825 on a Notice of 
Intent filed by Fuss & O’Neill on 
behalf of Holyoke Gas & Elec-
tric for the 1657 and 1292 Lines 
Structure Replacement project 
located along an approximately 
5-mile section of the 1657 and 
1292 Transmission Line ROW 
within the Ashley Reservoir and 
the Pioneer Valley Railroad in 
Holyoke, MA. The proposed 
project includes work within 
Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, 
Riverfront Area, and Buffer 
Zone.  

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson 
10/17/2025

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance, the City of 
Holyoke Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing 
on Thursday, October 23rd, 
2025, at 6:15 p.m. remotely via 
Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/83982886825 on an Abbre-
viated Notice of Resource Area 
Delineation filed by VHB on be-
half of Craig Authier for the ver-
ification of wetland resource area 
boundaries and field delineation 
on Homestead Avenue (MBP 
170-00-031) in Holyoke, MA.  

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson 
10/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD22P0785EA

Estate of: 
Henry Patrick Ingersoll

Date of Death: 03/08/2022
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR SALE OF REAL 
ESTATE BY A PERSONAL 

REPRESENTATIVE
To all interested persons: 
A Pet i t ion for  Sale of 

Real Estate has been filed 
by: Edward J Tousignant 
of Mount Holly, NJ request-
ing that the court authorize the 
Personal Representative to sell 
the decedent’s real estate at a 
private sale.

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from 
the Petitioner or at the court. 
You have a right to object to 
this proceeding. To do so, you 

or your attorney must file a 
written appearance and objec-
tion at this court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
11/06/2025. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

Wi t n e s s ,  B a r b a r a  M 
Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 30, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

10/17/2025

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands 
Protection Ordinance, the City of 
Holyoke Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing 
on Thursday, October 23rd, 
2025, at 6:15 p.m. remotely via 
Zoom at https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/83982886825 to review a 
Request for Determination of 
Applicability filed by Jonathan 
Moquin on behalf of the City of 
Holyoke Parks and Recreation 
Department for the improve-
ment of Jones Point Park (MBP 
097-00-002) in Holyoke, MA to 
determine whether the proposed 
activities are subject to MGL 
Chap. 131 §40 and the Holyoke 
Wetlands Protection Ordinance.  

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson 
10/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P1998GD
In the matter of: 
Sonia M Lopez 

Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by Val-
ley Springs Behavioral Health 
H of Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Sonia M Lopez is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that (or 
some other suitable person) be 
appointed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return date of 11/12/2025. This 
day is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline date by which you have 
to file the written appearance if 
you object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appearance 
by the return date, action may 
be taken in this matter without 
further notice to you. In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after the 
return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 29, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P2072EA
Estate of: 

Dennis C. Milos
Date of Death: 

August 29, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Jaime Collins 
of East Granby, CT. 

Jaime Collins of East Gran-
by, CT

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
10/17/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P2028GD
In the matter of: 

Jamilette Santiago 
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by Mission-
Care at Holyoke of Holyoke, 
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Jamilette Santi-
ago is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Pedro Arroyo 
of Melbourne, FL (or some oth-
er suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to do 
so, you or your attorney must file 
a written appearance at this court 
on or before 10:00 a.m. on the re-
turn date of 10/30/2025. 

This day is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline date by 
which you have to file the writ-
ten appearance if you object to 
the petition. If you fail to file the 
written appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice to 
you. In addition to filing the writ-
ten appearance, you or your at-
torney must file a written affida-
vit stating the specific facts and 
grounds of your objection within 
30 days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: October 01, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/17/2025

◗  Public Notices
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes 

guaranteed!! New England Forest 
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

SEASONED OAK CORD WOOD.  Cut 
and split. $250 per cord or $150 for 1/2 cord 
plus delivery fee. COD. Russell 413-426-
4123.

TAG SALE
OCT. 18, 9AM-4PM, 264 NORTH 
MAIN ST., NORTH BROOKFIELD. 
Household items, antique wooden kitchen 
set, leather chair, tools, rugs, Curio cabinet 
and lots more. All priced to go.

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
NEED SNOWPLOWING THIS WIN-
TER for 350’ gravel driveway by 9 a.m. in 
Belchertown on Old Bay Road. Call 413-
687-1090.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years expe-
rience. No job too small. Cell (413)330-
3682

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work, no 

project too small. Service upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy, dependable & insured.  Master 

Elec. #20773A. Text/call Luis 413-218-
3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at 
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 
35+ yrs of happy customers. 508-882-
0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN SERVICES. 30 years 
experience, windows, laminate flooring, 
carpet repair and installation, painting, 
patcbing and storage solutions. Call 413-
777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exte-
rior painting and wallpapering. Also minor 

carpentry. 413-310-5099.

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING. Interior/
exterior, repair, skim coating, very detailed 
and neat. Lon (413) 455-6529.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT DIE-
SEL MECHANIC –  In charge of daily 
repairs & maintenance on trucks as well as 
keeping equipment records/ordering parts. 
Health insurance/vacation. Mon-Fri. Come 
& meet with us!  RB Enterprises Lud-
low, MA  413 583-8393

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2025-2026 
season. Positions available for 
both CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please 
contact Highway Superinten-
dent Richard Ayer at (508) 
867-2451 or email hwysec-
retary@newbraintree.org.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-street 
parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo in-
cludes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 413-896-
1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

ALASKA COAL STOVE 2020, 
CHANNING III, Model 140, paddle 
feed. Very good condition. Excellenct 
source to heat up to 85000 BTUs. 48” 
hearth pad included. Reasonable of-
fer. 413-238-5986.

RETIRED ELECTRICIAN
TOOLS OF ALL KINDS

Priced for quick sale.
2007 Ford E150 Van 

w/shelving, bins, racks, etc.
Electrician Tools • Carpenter Tools 
• Mechanic Tools • Plumbers Tools.

413-658-8535

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

RANDY and RICKY 
Fall Cleanup

Call Paul Amherst

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

•
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Parade’s online presence and 
promote the organization’s 
events, history, and volunteer 
opportunities throughout the 
year. She was also a proud 
member of the 2007 Colleen 
Court. 

Murphy-Rombole t t i 
has been a lifelong resident 
of Holyoke. She started her 
career as a proud graduate 
of Holyoke Public Schools, 
where she then went on to 
earn her Bachelor of Arts in 
History and Sociology from 
the University of Delaware. 
Currently, she also serves on 
the MassHire Holyoke Board 
of Directors and remains 
deeply engaged in civic and 
volunteer efforts throughout 
the community. In addition, 
she also serves as Executive 
D i r e c t o r  o f  E f o r A l l /
EparaTodos Pioneer Valley, 
a nonprofit that accelerates 
economic and social impact 
in communities through 
inclusive entrepreneurship, 
which reflects her leadership 
in economic and commu-
nity development, having a 
lasting impact on the region, 
while fostering opportunity 
and creating a platform of 
inclusion for all. 

H o w e v e r ,  b e f o r e 

her work with EforAll, 
Murphy-Romboletti served 
as Program Manager for 
SPARK Holyoke at the 
H o l y o ke  C h a m b e r  o f 
Commerce, guiding the 
program’s transition to 
EforAll in 2018, and she 
also spent five years with 
the City of  Holyoke’s 
Planning and Economic 
Development Department 
and the Mayor’s Office. Her 
most recent achievements 
stem from 2022, when she 
was recognized as Emerge 
Massachusetts’ “Woman of 
the Year”.

Nonetheless, reflecting 
on the moment was Murphy-
Romboletti herself, who felt 
receiving the award was a 
‘truly humbling experience’. 

“The Parade and associ-
ated events represent every-
thing I love about our city 
- pride, community, and tra-
dition, “Murphy-Romboletti 
confessed. Before add-
ing, “Being a part of this 
Committee has been one of 
the greatest honors of my 
life. It’s where I’ve made 
lifelong friends and made 
millions of memories.”

Murphy-Rombole t t i 
will be honored at the Grand 
Coronation Ball on Saturday, 
Feb. 14, 2026.

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 19th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 20thOctober 20th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

◗  In The News

Golfers get ready for the tournament.	 Turley photo by Brendan Rooney

2026 Rohan Award winner Tessa Murphy-Romboletti and 2026 
Parade President Jim Wildman. Submitted photo

groups that came out, 
and the support put forth is 
tremendous because every-
thing we do here goes toward 
the parade, and all of our 
events,” Wildman said. He 
also highlighted the impor-
tance of the various sponsors 
who played a part in making 
the tournament a monumen-
tal achievement.

“This event and the 
parade committee would be 
nothing without our spon-
sors,” Wildman said.

“And we can’t thank our 
sponsors enough, for every-
thing they do, especially our 
main sponsor, Peoples Bank, 
who continue to raise funds 
throughout the year in sup-
port of the parade weekend, 
making it the grand spectacle 
we continue to look forward 
to, year in and year out.”

truly what happens when 
you are busy making plans 
and, while I’ll never for-
get all of the Ward 6 voters 
who signed my nomination 
papers and encouraged me 
on, now is happily a time to 
prioritize my growing fam-
ily.”

Norris Lubold is now 
mounting a write-in cam-
paign for the opportunity 
to represent the ward where 
she has lived for 28  years. 

Norris Lubold attended 
HPS as did her sons and 
she has been an ardent 
advocate for students with 
disabilities in Holyoke. 

Professionally, Norris 
Lubold is a strategic con-
sultant who will bring a 
systematic approach to 
improving outcomes for 
s tudents ,  famil ies ,  and 
educators as Ward 6’s next 
school committee member.  

“ I ’ m  r u n n i n g  f o r 
school committee so every 
child in our community 
gets what they need—safe 

schools, and strong learn-
ing support. I will make 
sure families and neigh-
bors  have a voice in deci-
sions and loudly affirm 
that all students, regardless 
of their learning needs or 
styles matter,” said Norris 
Lubold. “I believe with 
fresh ideas, attention to lit-
eracy, and a commitment to 
innovation, our schools can 
be better for all—especially 
those who need it most.”

“As a mom who put 
t wo  c h i l d r e n  t h r o u g h 
Holyoke schools - I wit-

nessed disparities in learn-
ing outcomes and opportu-
nity firsthand. Accessibility 
to education is not a lux-
ury, it is a fundamental 
right and a shared respon-
sibility of an entire com-
munity,” continued Norris 
Lubold. “Challenges won’t 
get solved without ideation, 
collaboration, and action. 
As your Ward 6 school 
committee member I will 
bring that drive, I will do 
my homework and I will 
deliver for the next genera-
tion of Holyoke.”

which included:
• A reduction in total 

required working hours, espe-
cially for experienced teach-
ers; 

• Differentiated profes-
sional learning to support 
educators; and 

• Balancing pay across 
K-8 and high school teachers. 

“The district has also 
taken on a ‘one team’ 
approach to hiring,” said 
Director of Recruitment 
Christie Elman. “We revised 
our recruiting and hiring sys-
tem by centralizing applica-
tions and prioritizing more 
qualified candidates for 
schools that have more vacan-
cies.” 

The new system allows 
the district to put the right 
candidates in the right posi-
tions, which has contributed 
to a better fit over time. “Our 
new hires feel that sense of 
belonging in the schools they 
are working in,” Ms. Elman 
explained. 

School leadership teams 
are also prioritizing teach-
er voice, using information 
learned from the district’s 
annual Panorama culture 
and climate survey data to 
identify strengths and ways 
to improve. Each school 
also solicits staff input on 
the development of school 
improvement and school 
operations plans, and to foster 
a sense of shared mission and 
belonging, Ms. Gage said. 
District and school staff were 
particularly excited to see a 
significant increase in staff 
retention at many schools, 
including schools experienc-
ing significant transitions. 
These include the newly com-
pleted Peck Middle School 
that combined two previous 
school communities in one 
new building, and Lawrence 
School where long-time prin-

cipal Catherine Hourihan 
retired and Katie Bourque 
became principal on July 1. 

“The transition from Ms. 
Hourihan to Ms. Bourque 
was really smooth,” said 
Lawrence Expert Teacher 
Stephen Monge, who also 
served on the teacher reten-
tion working group when he 
was a fourth-grade teacher at 
Donahue. “Ms. Bourque vis-
ited the school many times 
last spring to get to know the 
staff, students, and families, 
which helped us all feel like 
we knew what to expect for 
the next school year and that 
the school would continue in 
a positive direction.”

When asked about areas 
for improvement, Ms. Gage 
said the district is continuing 
to strive for greater retention 
and more consistency from 
year to year. An important 
next step is to further analyze 
the data by grade level, con-
tent area, and other ways to 
identify employee groups that 
have lower retention rates and 
to speak with educators about 
what needs to be improved. 
Hiring and retaining special 
education teachers is a criti-
cal need for Holyoke Public 
Schools, as it is for many dis-
tricts. 

Educator development—
including a commitment to 
growing and retaining a tal-
ented, diverse staff—is one 
of five priorities outlined in 
the  HPS strategic plan. “We 
are hopeful that our teacher 
retention rate will continue 
to increase over time,” Ms. 
Elman said. “Continuity is 
key to having a high-quality 
educational experience. When 
teachers and students have 
daily, familiar interactions 
and when teachers build deep 
expertise with the curriculum 
over time, students benefit. 
These relationships and con-
sistency directly lead to stron-
ger outcomes.”

GOLF, from page 1

ELECTION, from page 1

TEACHER, from page 1AWARD, from page 1
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