
Country Club will 
become single-family 
residential community

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

H O LYO K E  –  O n 
Tuesday, Wyckoff Country 
Club owner Cesar Ruiz 
announced the longtime 
course would be closing its 
doors for business and the 
property would be transi-
tioned from a 110-acre golf 
course to an upscale resi-
dential community.

According to Ruiz, 
there is no zone change 
needed or required, and 
helps address a housing 
shortage in the area.

A press release from 
Wyckoff says golfing will 
end on Nov. 1, the last day 
of the season.

R u i z  s a i d  t h e 
announcement comes after 
a thorough strategic plan-
ning exercise to determine 
the highest and best use 
for the property, which he 
originally purchased to be 
a component in the devel-
opment of a new Volleyball 
Hall of Fame and sports 
complex.

“We have the oppor-
tunity to build a singular 
residential community at 
the base of the Holyoke 
Range, in the foothills of 
the Berkshires, while pro-
viding much needed hous-
ing,” Ruiz said. “This spec-
tacular location for sin-
gle-family homes is among 

the best in all of Western 
Massachusetts with its 
access to Interstate Route 
91 and the Massachusetts 
Turnpike. This site also 
takes advantage of access 
to the Connecticut River, 
the Holyoke Reservoir sys-
tem and hiking, biking and 
passive recreation.”

He believes the new 
residential community will 
become a destination and 
attract residents seeking to 
move into a new home.

“This will truly be 
a spectacular residential 
community that will appeal 
to those in Holyoke looking 
to transition to a new home, 
those in the region look-
ing for a unique residential 
space and may also appeal 
to those outside of the 
area wanting to purchase a 
home near the many natu-
ral resources and the life-
style available in Western 
Massachusetts,” Ruiz said.

Acco rd ing  t o  t he 
UMass Amherst Donahue 
Institute, their 2025 study 
on the state of housing need 
indicates that Hampden 
County has a shortage 
of 12,991 homes. In the 
four-county region in total, 
some 23,420 homes are 
needed to meet current 
demand, according to the 
study. This fall a statewide 
referendum is on the ballot 
that will make housing eas-
ier to build and access, as 
leaders and housing advo-
cates grapple with the cur-

Wyckoff set 
to close down

Local teacher releases 
first children’s book

H O LYO K E  –  Fo r 
Lisette Martinez, becom-
ing a published children’s 
author has been her dream 
since childhood.

Over  the  summer, 
Martinez released her first 
chi ldren’s  book,  “The 
Extraordinary Adventures of 
Emma and the Dragon.” Her 
love of reading and writing 
began at a young age and 
was encouraged by family 

members, many of whom 
worked in education.

“When I was grow-
ing up, every room in my 
house had books,” said Ms. 
Martinez. “I have a deep 
love for books, and I always 
wanted my name on one.”

Inspired by her daugh-
ter and her love for playing 
and building, the story fol-
lows Emma, a young girl 
and a dragon as they go 

on an adventure to solve a 
kingdom’s problem. All 
Emma wants to do is help 
her community, but many 
people tell her she is too 
small to make a difference. 
Even so, Emma continues 
forward with confidence and 
determination.

“She was playing with 
building blocks one day, and 

Submitted photo
E.N. White teacher Lisette Martinez realized a dream of becoming a published author recently.
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By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke  Ci ty  Counci l 
debated whether Holyoke 
should replace Columbus 
D a y  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s 
People’s Day on the city 
calendar. 

The decision to replace 
it with Indigenous People’s 
Day  passed  9-3 ,  wi th 
Councilors Linda Vacon, 
H owa r d  G r e a n ey  a n d 
Michael Sullivan voting 
against the decision. 

Several Holyoke com-
munity members came for-
ward during citizen speak 
time to speak in favor of 
this change. 

They fel t  that  this 
change would honor the 

indigenous people who suf-
fered under the actions of 
Christopher Columbus. 

“I’d like you to reflect 
on your own lineage,” Jai 
Rivera said. “How would 
it feel to have someone 
who murdered your people 
alongside the remembrance 
of your people?”

Additionally,  sever-
al community members 
acknowledged that this hol-
iday was initially created to 
honor Italian-Americans in 
the 1700s as a way to com-
bat discrimination. 

However, they stat-
ed  tha t  whi le  I ta l ian-
Americans faced much 
discrimination at the time, 
that has changed and there 
are many other Italian-
American figures who are 

honored today. 
“I think it does nothing 

to take away from the enor-
mous contributions Italian-
Americans have had in this 
country,” Linda Pratt said. 

Moreover, many com-
muni ty  members  were 
Puerto Rican or had Puerto-
Rican heritage. They stated 
that Columbus brought a lot 
of harm to the indigenous 
people of Puerto Rico and 
to celebrate him in Holyoke 
was to disrespect those 
Holyoke citizens. 

Several city councilors 
agreed with these commu-
nity members. They felt 
this alteration would help 
to acknowledge the harm 
that Christopher Columbus 
wrought on indigenous peo-
ple. 

“Columbus was a lost 
sailor that came on a land 
where 40 to 90 million peo-
ple were already living,” 
Councilor Richard Purcell 
said. “He didn’t discover 
anything. That started the 
genocide of 40 to 90 million 

people[...]it also started the 
slavery movement.”

Other councilors felt 
that this was beyond the city 
council’s purview to alter. 

“We took an oath as 
city councilors to uphold 
the constitution and laws 
of  our country and of 
the  Commonweal th  of 
Massachusetts,” Sullivan 
said. “It’s not up to us to 
change the laws.”

T h e s e  c o u n c i l o r s 
also believed that the city 
council had other things it 
should focus on rather than 
altering this holiday. 

“What we should be 
focusing on is not on a hol-
iday but on affordable hous-
ing, safe streets and neigh-

Council votes to recognize Indigenous People’s Day

See COUNCIL, page 6

“The people that voted us in are 
telling us that they want this change.” 

– Juan Anderson-Burgos

By Kristin Rivers
krivers@turley.com

H O L Y O K E /
CHICOPEE - Ricky Arroyo, 
a coach for the Chicopee 
Ga laxy  Youth  Ath le t i c 
Association, has been iden-
tified as the victim shot and 
killed in a shooting near 
the Boys & Girls Club of 
Greater Holyoke on Oct. 11.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Hampden County District 
At to rney’s  Offi ce ,  the 
Holyoke Police Department 
responded to the scene on 
Nick Cosmos Way at approx-
imately 1 p.m. “for a report 
of a man down.”

“Responding officers 
determined that the incident 
involved a shooting. The 
victim was transported to a 
local hospital, where he later 
died. The victim has been 
identified as Ricky Arroyo, 
35, of Chicopee,” it reads.

During the response, 
Holyoke Police officers 
located an adult male suspect 
and took him into custody. 

“The defendant, Craig 
Jones, 37, of South Hadley, 
was arraigned Tuesday, Oct. 
13 in Holyoke District Court 
on the following charges: 
murder, carrying a firearm 
without a license, carrying 
a loaded firearm without a 
license, and discharge of a 
firearm within 500 feet of 
a building. His next date in 
court is scheduled for Nov. 
13. Jones is presumed inno-
cent of all allegations until 
proven guilty,” it reads. 
“This remains an ongoing 
investigation being con-
ducted by the Hampden 
District Attorney’s Office 
State Police Detective Unit, 
in conjunction with the 
Holyoke Police Department. 
Hampden District Attorney 
Gulluni expresses his sympa-
thies to the victim’s family.”

Jones has pleaded not 
guilty and is currently being 
held without bail, with his 
next court appearance sched-
uled for Friday, Nov. 13.

The Boys & Girls Club 
of Greater Holyoke said that 
none of its members, par-
ticipants, staff, coaches or 
officials were injured in the 
shooting, sharing this state-
ment with local media on 
Tuesday.

“The safety and well-be-

Youth 
coach 
killed in 
shooting

See SHOOTING, page 6
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By Ryan Drago
Staff Writer

SOUTH HADLEY – 
The sixth annual Michael 
Ahearn Memoria l  Golf 
Tournament was held at the 
Ledges Golf Club. 

This year’s tournament 
featured 28 four-person 
teams and was the first year 
being played at Ledges Golf 
Club. The tournament was 
named after Michael Ahearn, 
a former president of the 
St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke. 

Ahearn ran the tourna-
ment for many years until his 
passing about seven years 
ago. The golf tournament 
is one of many community 
events the committee hosts 
throughout the year to benefit 

the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Holyoke. 

The tournament used to 
be held at the Northampton 
Country Club and was 
known as the Scottish 
Open. The committee 
also hosts a road race, 
JFK Dinner and Battle 
of the Bars. 

2027 will 
mark the 74th 
year of the 
St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade. 
T h e r e  i s 
an average 
o f  1 5 , 0 0 0 
marchers per 
year. 

M a r c 
Rogers of the 
S t .  Pa t r i ck ’s 
Committee of 

Holyoke said 
the parade start-

ed back in 1952. 

The  commit tee  has 
around 120 active members 
who help with event planning 
and parade coordinating. 

The golf tournament had 

a good turnout with a sold-
out year. The golfers were 
playing not only for bragging 
rights but also for pro shop 
credit at Ledges Golf Club. 

Each team played 18 
holes of golf and hoped to be 
as under par as possible. 

Turley Photos by Ryan Drago
Above, golfers made their way to the course at Ledges Golf Club in South Hadley. Left, Marc Rogers 

of the St. Patrick’s Committee of Holyoke welcomed all the golfers who participated in the sixth annual 
Michael Ahearn Memorial Golf Tournament.  

See GOLFERS, page 2

More than 100 golfers play in memorial tournament
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Holyoke Community to host Trunk or Treat Oct. 23
HOLYOKE – Visitors to 

Holyoke Community College 
on Friday, Oct. 23, can 
expect to see witches, ghouls, 
ghosts and an assortment of 
characters from popular chil-
dren’s movies, games, books, 
and TV shows as the college 
celebrates Halloween with its 
ninth annual Trunk or Treat 
event.  

Every year, the event 
draws thousands of children 
and their parents to the HCC 
campus for a fun, safe, and 
early Halloween celebration 
as dozens of HCC depart-
ments, programs, and student 
clubs, as well as community 

groups and area businesses, 
decorate their cars and trucks 
with a wide assortment of 
themes.  

Trunk or Treat runs from 
5 to 7 p.m. in Parking Lot 
M by the Bartley Center for 
Athletics and Recreation on 
the main HCC campus, 303 
Homestead Ave. 

Last year’s trunk themes 
included Disney’s Cars, the 
Wizard of Oz, Minions, Dr. 
Seuss, pirates, a haunted vet 
clinic, aliens, Jurassic Park, 
Shrek, the Adams Family, 
witches, The Nightmare 
Before Christmas, cartoons, 
pumpkins and ghosts, Harry 

Potter, Scooby Doo, Bob’s 
Burgers, fun at the farm, 
Irish dancing fairies, haunt-
ed house, brains, aliens, and 
Bluey, among others

Prizes are awarded to 
vehicle sponsors in various 
categories including best exe-
cuted theme, scariest  trunk, 
best costumes, and most 
original. 

Each  veh ic le  wi l l 
b e  h a n d i n g  o u t  f r e e 
Halloween  treats  and have 
non-food items for children 
with dietary restrictions.

Trunk  or  Treat  at HCC 
started in 2017 as a safe, fun, 
and early alternative to tra-

ditional trick-or-treating  on 
Halloween night. Rather than 
going door to door seeking 
Halloween  treats, children 
go “trunk to trunk” to collect 
their candy, visiting cars dec-
orated with seasonal themes 
and familiar stories and char-
acters.

The event is free and 
open to the public and 
will be held outdoors, 
rain or  shine. Children must 
be accompanied by an adult. 

To sponsor a vehi-
cle, please contact Student 
Engagement at studenten-
gagement@hcc.edu. The 
deadline is Monday, Oct. 19.

Grave restoration work 
to continue on Oct. 24

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Veterans Services is hon-
ored to host  a  Graves 
Res to ra t ion  Even t  on 
Saturday, Oct. 24 at the 
S t  J e r o m e  C e m e t e r y 
located at 125 St Jerome 
Avenue. 

The event will begin 
at 10 a.m. Rain date will 
be on Oct. 31.

T h i s  ev e n t  i s  t o 
restore and preserve our 
deceased veterans mark-
ers so that they arekept 

in a presentable form for 
posterity. 

Tools and supplies 
will be provided. 

There  are  no haz-
a rdous  chemica l s  ( t o 
humans, animals or envi-
ronment) used in the pro-
cess of restoration. 

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y 
quest ions,  please con-
tac t  Wayne  Kl inge  a t 
klingew@holyoke.org or 
413-322-5630. 

All are welcome.

HMC welcomes new Chief of Hospital Medicine
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Medical Center has appoint-
ed Krishna Kafle, MD, as 
Chief of Hospital Medicine. 

“I am excited to join 
the dedicated, compassion-
ate, and professional team 
at Holyoke Medical Center, 
which is committed to pro-
viding high-quality care to 
patients and continuously 
improving patient safety,” 
said Dr. Kafle. 

Dr. Kafle earned his 
medical degree from the 
Ins t i tu t e  o f  Medic ine , 
Tribhuvan University in 

Nepal and subse-
quently complet-
ed his residency 
training at Coney 
Island Hospital in 
New York. He is 
board certified in 
internal medicine 
and spent 10 years 
practicing hos-
pital medicine at 
Baystate Medical 
Center, where he 
also served as a Unit Medical 
Director for more than six 
years, providing physician 
leadership. 

A s  C h i e f 
o f  H o s p i t a l 
M e d i c i n e ,  D r. 
Kafle will focus 
on  fos te r ing  a 
collaborative and 
inclus ive  envi -
ronment  where 
our  phys ic ians 
and care teams 
can work togeth-
er, learn from one 
another, and con-

tinue to grow. 
“Dr. Kafle brings exten-

sive experience in hospital 
medicine and physician lead-

ership to Holyoke Medical 
Center,” said Vishal Tiwari, 
MD, MHCDS, FACP, Senior 
Vice President and Chief 
Medical Officer of Holyoke 
Medical Center and Valley 
Health Systems. “His expe-
rience has shaped his passion 
for hospital medicine, phy-
sician leadership, teamwork, 
and delivering high-quality, 
patient-centered care. We are 
pleased to welcome him to 
Holyoke Medical Center and 
look forward to the leader-
ship he will provide to our 
Hospital Medicine team.”

Church 
launches 
food pantry

HOLYOKE – Bethlehem 
Baptist Community Church 
is launching a food pantry. 
Opening day is Thursday, 
Oct. 15. The church, locat-
ed at 304 Elm Street, already 
operates a soup kitchen twice 
a month.

The food pantry, under-
taken in cooperation with 
the Food Bank of Western 
Massachusetts, will be open 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of each 
month.

Annual fall 
festival set 
for Oct. 24

HOLYOKE – Our 
Lady of the Cross Church 
annual Fall Festival will 
be held on Oct. 24 and 
25 at St. John Paul Social 
Center, 67 St. Kolbe Dr. 
Holyoke Ma from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

There will be Polish 
and American food, Games 
and Prizes for all ages, 
Various booths, Vendors 
and Entertainment. For 
more information, please 
call (413) 532-5661.

lb
$335

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
10/15/26-10/21/2610/15/26-10/21/26

USDA INSP. FROZEN 
PEPPERIDGE FARMS

CHOCOLATE FUDGE
LAYER CAKE 19.6 OZ ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG ...................

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN HEAT & EAT

SHRIMP TOAST 12 PC TRAY ............

$159USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB ..................

ea
$499

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TAILGATE SPECIALS
lb $1599

USDA INSP. 
VIRGINIA HAM ......................
USDA INSP. 
MUENSTER CHEESE ............

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$399

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS
STUFFED PORK LOIN CHOPS 
or ROAST W/ PEPPERIDGE STUFFING 

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN

ASSORTED
PORK LOIN CHOPS .................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS 
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............
USDA INSP. KAYEM

HOT DOGS 2 LB BOX ................ lb

$335

$888

$399
ea

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
ROAST or STEAKS

BEEF
STRIPLOIN

$769
lb

$199
lb

$199
lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

WHOLE WHOLE 
OR HALFOR HALF

$299

$777
lb

$177USDA INSP. FRESH

WHOLE CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG  lb

ea

USDA INSP. FOZEN
BABY BACK PORK RIBS TWIN PAK 

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

  

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

7-Night Halifax 
Bermuda Cruise
May 23-30, 2027

Dec. 5 ............Vermont Country Store with Lunch ............ $175
June 12 ..........Escape to Rockport ...................................... $120
Sept. 12-18 ....Canadian Rockies, Glacier Nat. Park ......... $5049
Oct. 18-26 ......Sunny Spain, Madrid, and Costa del Sol... $5249

Players also participat-
ed in a raffle which featured 
over 60 prizes. Ticket pur-
chasers got a chance to win 
certificates, liquor and gift 
baskets. 

Breakfast and lunch 
were provided by Sunset 
Grille at Ledges Golf Club. 
Hot dogs and hamburgers 
were on the menu for lunch.  

Prior to the tourna-
ment, Rogers shared a few 
announcements and thanked 
all 28 teams for their par-
ticipation. Members of the 
committee also thanked their 
sponsors and supporters. 

Before teeing off, the 
golfers waited to hear the 
sound of a shotgun fire 
which is a ceremonial tradi-
tion during the golf tourna-
ment. The shot was fired by 
Jim Wildman. 

More information and 
events can be found at www.
holyokestpatricksparade.
com. Events are also post-
ed on the Facebook page, 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade. 

GOLFERS, from page 1

2026 St. Patrick’s Committee of 
Holyoke President Jim Wildman 
fired the ceremonial shotgun 
shot to officially start the golf 
tournament. Nick, Mike, Todd and Tony of Team Hurt. 	 Turley Photos by Ryan Drago

UCCH announces events in October
HOLYOKE – October 

is usually a busy month at 
the United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke, and this 
year is no exception. All are 
welcome to attend any of 
these events. 

Trunk or Treat is back 
on Thursday, Oct. 22 from 
5 to 7 p.m. Dress to impress 
in your favorite costume, see 
cars with decorated trunks, 
and get treats! Free, fami-
ly-friendly  and safe fun will 
be had by all.  If you are 
interested in decorating your 

trunk for Trunk or Treat or 
donating candy, please call 
the Church Office at 413-
532-1483. 

O u r  A n n u a l  R o a s t 
Pork Dinner will be served 
on Saturday, Oct. 24 at 
6 p.m.  The menu will fea-
ture roast pork, butter-
nut squash, mashed pota-
toes, applesauce, coffee 
and tea, and apple crisp for 
dessert.  Takeout  options 
are available. Tickets are 
$17 each and can be  pur-
chased by calling the Church 

Office at 413-532-1483. 
T h e  U n i t e d 

Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individuals, 
regardless of where they are 
on their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at  www.uccholyoke.org, find 
us on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

Krishna Kafle, MD

BBJ presents Spooky Spectacular
H O L Y O K E  – 

Broadway  Br ings  Joy 
(BBJ) invites the com-
munity to its Third annu-
al family-friendly BBJ 
Spooky Spectacular,  a 
Spooky Musical Theater 
Extravaganza highlighting 
the Broadway Brings Joy 
Musical Theater Program 
for students ages 4 through 
adult.

Friday,  Oct .  30 — 
Doors open at  6 p.m., 
showing at 7 p.m. at De La 
Luz Soundstage, 114 Race 

Street, Holyoke.
The event is free of 

charge and open to the pub-
lic, with a suggested dona-
tion of $10–$20.

The showcase wil l 
highlight spooky favorites 
including Sweeney Todd, 
The Lost Boys, Little Shop 
of Horrors, It’s the Great 
Pumpkin Charlie Brown, 
Matilda the Musical, Young 
Frankenstein, Hadestown, 
Cabaret, Beetlejuice, and 
more.

A cash bar, snacks, 

and BBJ merchandise will 
be available for purchase. 
The evening offers a fun, 
family-friendly way for 
the community to see what 
BBJ programs are all about.

This program is fund-
ed in part by the Holyoke 
Local Cultural Council, a 
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural 
Council, a state agency.

For more information, 
visit www.broadwaybrings-
joy.com. “Bring your joy 
to us!”
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HCC receives $1.25 million grant to expand childcare
HOLYOKE – Holyoke 

Community College has 
been awarded a federal 
grant worth nearly $1.25 
million to expand services 
at its on-campus, Itsy Bitsy 
Child Watch program while 
also providing subsidies for 
student parents who might 
require additional off-cam-
pus childcare. 

The four-year Child 
Care Access Means Parents 
in School grant totaling 
$1,247,520 comes from 
the U.S Department of 
Education, in partnership 
with the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

H C C  w i l l  r e c e ive 
$311,880 per year for fis-
cal years 2027-2030. Out 
of that, $225,000 will be 
allocated to student par-
ents through a new student 
childcare subsidy program. 
Grant funds will also be 
used to hire a part-time staff 
person to manage the subsi-
dy program. 

Itsy Bitsy Child Watch 
is available as a drop-in 
center for student parents 
while they are on the main 
HCC campus. The addition 
of the subsidy program will 

create additional on-campus 
childcare seats by freeing 
up more “as-needed” capac-
ity at the Itsy Bitsy Child 
Watch center for students 
who need short-term care 
to attend classes, meet with 
professors, advisors, tutors 
or other similar academic 
activities. The subsidies will 

help address what is some-
times a long waitlist for Itsy 
Bitsy Child Watch services. 

“Since it opened, Itsy 
Bitsy Child Watch has pro-
vided free, intermittent 
care for more than 225 
HCC families,” said Itsy 
Bitsy Child Watch Director 
Emily Webber. “Now we 

will have the ability to con-
nect students with commu-
nity-based childcare that 
can support longer care 
needs. Itsy Bitsy is perfect 
for many parents who need 
childcare on campus while 
they are in class, but others 
need off-campus childcare 
for longer days, additional 

days per week, or at a loca-
tion that is more convenient 
for their individual needs.”

Itsy Bitsy Child Watch 
opened as a pilot program 
in fall 2022 and moved to 
a larger space in 2025. A 
$245,000 grant  award-
ed earlier this year from 
the Irene E. and George A. 
Davis Foundation allowed 
the child watch center to 
add staff and additional 
hours, including hours in 
the evening for students tak-
ing night classes. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Department of Education, 
HCC was one of only three 
Massachusetts colleges or 
universities to receive this 
funding and one of only 
40 nationwide out of 300 
campuses that applied. The 
other Massachusetts schools 
to receive grants  were 
Quinsigamond and Mount 
Wachusett community col-
leges. 

“This will allow Itsy 
Bitsy to meet the needs 
of more students,” said 
Webber. “We’re thrilled to 
offer this opportunity to 
parents and see the impact it 
will have.”

 In The News ◗

City launches mini-grant program
H O LY O K E  –  T h e 

City of Holyoke is pleased 
to announce the launch of 
the MVP 2.0 Open Space 
A c t iva t i o n  M i n i - G r a n t 
Program, a new funding 
oppor tun i ty  made  pos-
sible through the City’s 
Municipal  Vulnerabil i ty 
Preparedness (MVP) 2.0 
grant award.

The mini-grant program 
invites community-based 
nonprofi t  organizat ions 
and their fiscal sponsors to 
apply for funding to design 
and implement creative, 
community-centered proj-
ects that increase meaning-
ful and sustainable use of 
open spaces in Holyoke’s 
E nv i r o n m e n t a l  J u s t i c e 
neighborhoods.

Open space activation 
projects may include, but 
are not limited to, com-

munity programming and 
events, physical improve-
ments, cultural installations, 
community engagement ini-
tiatives, and other activities 
that bring residents togeth-
er and breathe new life into 
underutilized open spaces.

This funding opportu-
nity is being made available 
as the result of Holyoke’s 
Municipal  Vulnerabil i ty 
2.0 (MVP 2.0) planning 
process ,  funded by the 
MA Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs. A 
total of $40,000 is avail-
able through this program, 
which will be distributed 
through an indeterminate 
number of awards of up to 
$9,999 each. Awards are 
one-time grants for projects 
to be implemented between 
Dec. 1, 2026 and June 30, 
2027.

Through this program, 
the City is seeking partners 
with demonstrated experi-
ence actively collaborating 
with Environmental Justice 
communities in Holyoke 
and a commitment to creat-
ing welcoming, accessible, 
and sustainable opportuni-
ties for community mem-
bers to connect with and 
enjoy local open spaces. 

Comple ted  appl ica -
tions must be submitted 
by: Friday, Oct. 9 at 5 p.m. 
Application materials, eligi-
bility requirements, funding 
guidelines, and submission 
instructions are available 
in the MVP2 Open Space 
Activation Application & 
Funding Guidelines docu-
ment at: https://www.holy-
o ke . o rg / m v p - 2 - 0 - o p e n -
space-activation-mini-grant-
program/.

Library hosting Hispanic Geneaology
H O LY O K E  –  O n 

Saturday, Oct. 17 at 1 p.m., 
Holyoke Public Library will 
present Exploring Hispanic 
Genealogy & Indigenous 
and African Caribbean 
Roots  introduces partici-
pants to the rich, complex 
history of Caribbean and 
Latin American ances-
try. Led by local genealo-
gist Irisneri Alicea Flores, 
this program 

explores how Indigenous 
Taíno, African, and Spanish 
histories intersect and are 
reflected in genealogical 
records and family histories.

Attendees will learn 
how to begin tracing their 
roots using historical doc-
uments, oral histories, and 
DNA, while gaining a deep-
er understanding of unique 

Hispanic naming traditions, 
colonial record systems, and 
the challenges of uncover-
ing Indigenous and African 
ancestry. The presentation 
also highlights how cultur-
al identity has been shaped 
across generations and 
offers practical resources 
and tools for conducting 
genealogical research.

This program is ideal 
for anyone interested in 
family history, cultural her-
itage, or discovering their 
ancestral connections within 
the Caribbean and broader 
Hispanic world.

S p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e 
Holyoke History Room. 
Free and open to the Public. 

Made possible by a 
Holyoke Local Cultural 
Council grant, with fund-
ing from the MassCultural 
Council, a state agency.

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!
Floyd Patterson

Saturday, October 31st ~ 2-4 pm
Costumes are optional! All are welcome!

Wednesday Night
Bar Bingo  6:30 p.m.

$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

Saturday Night
Spaghetti Dinner 5-7 p.m.

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts Raffle
$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 p.m.

Starting October 23rd
Friday Night Trivia

Is Back! 7:30 p.m.
Groups from 1-6 people

$5 per person ~ Winner takes all

Joe Canata & The Memories
Saturday, November 7th

50’s, 60’s & 70’s

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners

Sunday 
Oct. 18

Jimmy McArdle
& Jerry Murphy

2-5pm

Saturday 
Oct. 17

The
Healys

Friday 
Oct. 16
Lower

Valley Guys

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Sensory-Friendly 
Trick-or-Treat available 
this Halloween season

H O L Y O K E  – 
Wistariahurst Museum is 
delighted to bring back our 
spooky and spectacular 
Sensory-Friendly Trick or 
Treat event into our halls for 
the Halloween season. Our 
bewitching trick or treat event 
will let you and your little 
goblins enjoy an adventure 
in our haunted halls designed 
for families with sensory 
sensitivities. Monsters of all 
ages can collect spook-tacular 
items through gentle explo-
ration throughout the muse-
um and choose from prizes 
ranging from candy to fidget 
toys. Guests are welcome and 
encouraged to wear their fun, 
festive costumes through-
out their journey through the 
museum. 

When signing up for the 
event on Eventbrite, please 
reserve one time slot per 
family. A staff member will 
reach out to registered guests 

with questions about accessi-
bility needs before the event 
to ensure that every ghost 
and ghoul feels comfortable 
and welcome during their 
time. Families are welcome 
to explore the museum and 
gardens at this event as well. 
Wistariahurst will also have 
yard games that the whole 
family can enjoy. 

Families can sign up for 
ten-minute time slots between 
1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, October 25 and will 
be limited to two families per 
time slot. This trick-or-treat 
exploration event will contin-
ue until 3 p.m. to allow chil-
dren to explore at their own 
pace and enjoy a stress-free 
experience. Stay as long as 
you want, time slots are only 
meant to ensure a calm and 
seamless check-in process. 
Sign up for a time slot today, 
our Boo Crew can’t wait to 
meet you.

Museum 
presenting 
‘Sensory 
Sundays’

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Chi ldren’s  Museum of 
Holyoke is excited to bring 
back a specially designed pro-
gram for families with chil-
dren affected with sensory 
challenges (official diagnosis 
not required).

The Sensory Sunday pro-
gram is held the first Sunday 
of each month during special 
off hours from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. For sensory-sensitive 
visitors, enjoy a dimmer, qui-
eter museum open to explor-
ing with your child. There 
are also handouts with tips 
on how you can best cater to 
your child’s unique ways of 
learning and living.

It is our hope that this 
program allows families who 
may typically avoid crowded 
or stimulating environments 
to come and join in on the 
fun. For more information, 
call the museum at (413) 536-
7048.

Doors Open Holyoke event offers fun-filled adventure
H O LY O K E  –  O n 

Saturday, Oct. 17,  Doors 
Open Holyoke will welcome 
local residents and visitors 
alike to a day filled with his-
tory, fun and exploration.

N o w  i n  i t s  6 t h 
y e a r ,   D o o r s  O p e n 
Holyoke  gives the local 
community, history buffs 
and curiosity seekers a 
unique, behind-the-scenes 
perspective of the first 
planned industrial city in 
the United States. Modeled 
on similar events that start-
ed taking place in France in 

the early 1980’s as a way 
to inspire more interest in 
places of historical, cultur-
al, and architectural signif-
icance, the upstart Holyoke 
initiative has been growing 
steadily every season.

Enjoy a special day 
where all activities are 
free and open to everyone. 
Locations include tours 
of Holyoke City Hall’s 
Ballroom, Victory Theatre, 
an Open House at Holyoke 
Fire Department (High 
St location), Wistariahurst 
Museum, the Children’s 

Museum, Merry-Go-Round 
and the Volleyball Hall of 
Fame. Though scheduled 
activities take place between 
10:00 AM and 3:00 PM, 
specific operating hours 
differ across participating 
sites. Please visit Explore 
Holyoke for complete infor-
mation. Doors Open is free 
to attend and is an all-ages 
function. 

“For residents as well 
as visitors, Doors Open is 
an opportunity to discover 
Holyoke’s hidden gems,” 
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia 

said, “and learn about our 
history, and connect with the 
institutions and places that 
shaped our city.” 

Doors Open Holyoke is 
brought to you by the 
Office of Planning and 
Economic Development 
(OPED) ,  t he  Tour i sm 
Advisory Committee and 
funded by the MA Gaming 
Community  Mit igat ion 
Grant. 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t 
Development Specialist 
Heather Kies at kiesh@
holyoke.org to learn more.

Submitted photo
HCC student Marisol Puac Hernandez, far right, of Springfield, drops off her six-month-old son 
Christopher at the Itsy Bitsy Child Watch Center, where they are greeted by child watch staffers Emily 
Webber, left, and Lindsay Hernandez. 
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Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I ’ m  n o t  y e t  o l d 

enough, but must I enroll in 
Medicare at age 65? 

I am a disabled mili-
tary veteran with VA ben-
efits, so must I still take 
Medicare when I turn 65? 
Signed: Disabled Veteran

 
Dear Disabled Veteran: 

First, please accept my 
gratitude for your military 
service to our country. And 
please also know that if 
you now rely 100% on the 
VA for all your healthcare 
needs and you expect that 
to continue for the rest of 
your life, then you have the 
option to decline enrolling 
in Medicare Part B when 
you turn 65. However, if 
you believe that using 
healthcare providers from 
outside the VA may some-
day be in your future, you 
should enroll in Medicare 
when you are first eligible.  

Al though you are 
required to  enrol l  in 
Medicare Part A (coverage 
for inpatient hospitaliza-
tion services) if you collect 
Social Security after age 
65, enrolling in Medicare 
Part B (coverage for out-
patient medicals services) 
is always optional because 
there is a monthly premi-
um for Part B ($202.90 for 
2026 - changes yearly). 

So, as a military vet-
eran using VA healthcare, 
you have a choice to either 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B at age 65, or not if you 
get all your healthcare ser-
vices from the Veterans 
Administration. 

Just be aware that 
VA healthcare is not con-
sidered “creditable” for 
Medicare purposes, so 
if you do not enroll in 
Medicare Part B during 
your Medicare Ini t ia l 
Enrollment Period and 
later choose to enroll in 
Medicare Part B, there 
will be a permanent Late 
Enrollment Penalty for 
enroll ing in Medicare 
Part B outside your initial 
enrollment period (your 
Medicare IEP is three 

months on either side of 
the month you turn 65). 

So, the decision you 
will need to make as you 
approach 65 years of age 
is this: will all of your 
healthcare needs always be 
provided through the VA? 
Or do you want the con-
venience (and flexibility) 
to know you can use any 
healthcare provider any-
where the U.S. or its terri-
tories, whenever and wher-
ever you wish. 

If the latter is true, 
then you should likely 
enroll in Medicare Part 
B when you turn 65. You 
can still use the VA for 
some services if you are 
enrolled in both, but there 
is no coordination of ben-
efits (e.g., the VA will not 
make copayments if you 
use Medicare services, and 
vice versa). 

Which means that 
you may also wish to 
also consider a Medicare 
Advantage  p lan  or  a 
Medicare Supplement plan 
to go with Medicare Part B 
if/when you enroll.  

I hope this answers 
your question, but please 
don’t hesitate to contact 
us again if needed. And, 
importantly, thank you for 
your service to our country. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.                                 

When to wash and when not to wash

Does a Veteran who 
uses VA Healthcare need 
Medicare at age 65?

◗  Opinion

This is one of my 
more funni-
er titles, 

isn’t it? It 
o c c u r r e d 
to me that 
not every-
one knows 
w h i c h 
f r u i t s  o r 
vegetables 
should  be 
washed prior 
to storage.  

Just yesterday I was 
pondering this topic myself, 
wondering if my fresh picked 
apples should be washed 
before I stored them away in 
the fridge.  

Read on to learn the 
answer to that question as well 
as the same for other crops. 
While we’re at it I will provide 
additional tips to help achieve 
lengthy storage.

Apples should not be 
washed prior to storage. There 
is a protective waxy cover-
ing over the fruit that helps to 
increase its shelf life.  

Experiments prove that 
washing it off caused the 
apples to spoil much more 
quickly. Placing unwashed 
apples in a plastic bag that is 
either left open or has perfo-
rations in it then putting the 
bag in the crisper drawer of 
the refrigerator will give them 
the best chance at longevity. 
This method provides both air 
flow and humidity.  

Want to store carrots or 
beets? Use the same method. 

You will have to cut back 
the greens first, however. If 
you leave them on they will 
pull moisture from the roots 
rendering them limp. Cut back 
to a half inch or so.  

If your carrots or beets 
are super muddy it’s best to 
let them air dry briefly to get 

some of the extra dirt off, but 
just like apples, that protec-
tive waxy layer should not be 
washed off. If you are hop-
ing for a long storage life, it 
makes sense to go through 
your bags of produce to 
remove any that begin to rot 
so that they won’t infect their 
neighbors.  

There is something to be 
gleaned from the old adage 
“one bad apple spoils the 
whole barrel.”

Likewise, never wash 
potatoes before putting them 
in storage! Gently brush off 
dirt and store them in a single 
layer in the darkness around 
55 degrees.  

Darkness will prevent 
greening, which renders pota-
toes inedible. Potatoes should 
not be stored in the refriger-
ator. It changes their texture 
and makes them prone to rot.

I think it’s safe to say 
that we would never consider 
washing onions or garlic prior 
to storage.  We should, how-
ever, gently brush off the dirt 
near the roots and bottom por-
tion of the bulb.  After onions 
are properly cured, store them 
at temperatures close to 40 
degrees.  

Place apples, banan-
as, and tomatoes away from 
onions, these vegetables 
excrete ethylene gas as they 

ripen, causing onions to sprout 
prematurely. Ethylene will 

also encourage potatoes to 
sprout. 

Use onion bulbs 
that have two centers 

first; they won’t 
store well. Garlic 
stems should be 

cut back to a cou-
ple of inches before 

storing for the winter in 
a cool and dry location 

in mesh bags or on slatted 
trays etc.  

Softneck types of garlic 
have pliable foliage that lends 
itself well to braiding. In any 
case, allowing for good air 
circulation will ensure a long 
storage life. 

Keep your garlic fists 
intact; once broken apart, indi-
vidual cloves do not keep as 
long.

Gently wash winter 
squash in a 10% bleach solu-
tion prior to storing at tem-
peratures between 50 and 60 
degrees; in this case it will 
help prevent rot.  

The flavor of many of 
our favorite squashes only 
improves with age. The same 
advice for washing prevails for 
pumpkins and gourds. 

As the harvest season 
continues, may these tips help 
to ensure that you get the lon-
gest possible storage life. A 
much deserved reward after all 
of your hard work!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 34 years she has held the 
position of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. She 
enjoys growing food as well as 
flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@
turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

Every fall I look for the 
return of the dark-eyed 
juncos, also known as 

“snow birds” in the middle 
latitudes.

Over most of the eastern 
United States, they appear 
as winter sets in and then 
retreat northward each spring 
to breed. Other juncos are 
year-round residents, retreat-
ing into woodlands during 
the breeding season or, like 
those of the Appalachian 
Mountains, moving to higher 
elevations during the warmer 
months.

I have not seen any yet, 
but I keep an eye out for 
them. Often my first sighting 
of the year is along the side 
of the road when I spot their 
white tail feathers as they fly.

Dark-eyed juncos are 
little sparrows with gray 

plumage and white outer tail 
feathers and white under-
neath. Females and juveniles 
are slightly browner and 
duller.

They  breed in forests 
including coniferous and 
deciduous types and can be 
found at elevations from sea 
level to over 11,000 feet. 
Typically, the female lays 
between three to six eggs per 
clutch. She usually lays one 
egg per day until the clutch is 
complete

Their diet primarily con-
sists of seeds and insects, 
adapting to available food 
sources throughout the year.

Juncos are social birds, 
often seen in flocks during 
winter and they exhibit a dis-
tinctive hopping behavior on 
the ground. They flit about 
forest floors of the west-

ern mountains and Canada, 
then flood the rest of North 
America for winter. 

They are among the 
most abundant forest birds of 
North America. They come 
to feeders and like many 
sparrows feed on the ground 
to glean seeds dropped there 
by other birds.

They prefer open, par-
tially wooded areas with 
understory for cover. They 
also have a twittering call or  
trilling song. If flushed from 
the ground, they appear gray 
or dark brown overall with 
visible white outer tail feath-
ers.

The dark-eyed Junco 
is one of the most common 
birds in North America and 
can be found across the 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor
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Dark-eyed junco
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Small Eurasian deer
  4. Province in Northern 

Ireland
 10. A major division of 

geological time
 11. Broadway actor Lane
 12. Canadian province 

(abbr.)
 14. Human gene
 15. Two
 16. A notable one was 

“blue”
 18. Utter repeatedly
 22. Ring-shaped objects
 23. Sullies
 24. Occurs
 26. Commercial
 27. Near
 28. Tools you may need
 30. A pledge
 31. They start the alphabet

 34. Silk garments
 36. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 37. Longtime mayor of Rio
 39. Hot meal
 40. A type of gin
 41. Atomic #84
 42. $10 bill
 48. About ground
 50. Medicine man
 51. Seedless raisin
 52. National capital of 

Albania
 53. Appendage
 54. OJ trial judge
 55. European government 

entity (abbr.)
 56. Bike parts
 58. Friend to “Barbie”
 59. Stretched to see or 

hear
 60. Commercials

CLUES DOWN
  1. Make up for
  2. Baltimore ballplayer
  3. Wages
  4. International 

organization of 
countries

  5. Engravers of gems
  6. Declared as fact
  7. One who steals
  8. Jewelry
  9. Hospital worker
 12. Nonsense (slang)
 13. Town in Galilee
 17. Value
 19. Alternative identity
 20. Sheep in their second 

year
 21. Town in Surrey, 

England
 25. Appropriate to a time 

of year

 29. Creative work
 31. Recesses
 32. Largely forested 

municipality in 
Germany

 33. Rider of Rohan
 35. Ancient symbol co-

opted by Nazis
 38. Pioneer
 41. Scribe
 43. Painted a bright color
 44. Member of British 

nobility
 45. “Pulp Fiction” actress 

Thurman
 46. Helps people walk
 47. Crest of a hill
 49. People of southeastern 

Alaska
 56. One’s own device
 57. The Mount Rushmore 

State

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 6

When caregiving becomes a full-time job

Family caregivers are the 
backbone of our long-
term care system, usual-

ly working without compensa-
tion and keeping many family 
members out of facilities. A 
recent study by AARP found 
that 63 million Americans con-
sider themselves caregivers, a 
50% increase since 2015.

Some people become 
caregivers all of a sudden, 
after an unexpected illness 
or accident. For others, it’s 
a gradual taking on of more 
and more responsibilities, 
until you find yourself with 
a full-time job, perhaps in 
addition to a day job. It’s 
what experts are calling 
“caregiver creep.”

And  i t  c an  be  an 
open-ended responsibil-
ity, especially when caring 
for an elder or a spouse with 
physical or cognitive decline. 
Some people even make 
room in their homes for 
a family member, or move 
across the country to be near-
er, which can cause family 
turmoil and financial stress.

How does 
caregiver creep start?
It’s not uncommon for 

adult children to run errands 
for their parents, accompa-
ny them to the grocery store 
and take them to doctor’s 
appointments – especially 
when elderly parents have 
to give up driving. These are 
tasks that you can general-
ly fit around other responsi-
bilities. You can pay some-
one to do these things, but 
many families don’t have the 
resources for that.

When doctor’s appoint-
ments increase in frequen-
cy or when you notice that 
your parent isn’t able to per-
form their ADLs (activities 
of daily living, such as pre-
paring food and bathing), the 
demand for caregiving kicks 
into a higher gear. You find 
yourself stopping in every 
day or two, bringing grocer-
ies, doing laundry and clean-
ing. If you’re lucky, there are 
siblings who can help.

Then there may come a 
time that you feel your par-

ent needs eyes on them 24/7, 
such as when a diagnosis of 
dementia is made. Maybe the 
parent moves in with you. 
Some caregivers find them-
selves caring for a spouse 
and a parent at the same 
time, draining their energy, 
well-being and pocketbooks. 
A growing body of research 
has shown that caregivers 
contemplate suicide at high-
er-than-average rates, accord-
ing to a 2025 study.

As a patient advocate, 
I’ve observed caregivers in 
many types of situations, and 

occasionally I’ve stepped in 
if I suspected the caregiver 
may be mistreating or even 
abusing the person they are 
caring for. 

I think it’s important, 
in a caregiving situation, to 
have self-awareness of our 
circumstances and recog-
nize when it’s becoming too 
much. That said, it may be 
hard for us to acknowledge 
our limitations because, after 
all, we’re caring for a parent 

who cared for us or a spouse 
we love.

I’ve known so many 
caregivers whose automatic 
response to offers of help is, 
“Nope, I’ve got this,” even if 
they don’t “got this.” There 
are things you can do to man-
age caregiver creep, and one 
of the main ones is to ask for, 
and accept, help.

I read in a recent arti-
cle how a woman caring for 
her husband made a list of 

tasks that could be done in 10 
minutes, an hour or two, half 
a day or overnight. Then, if 
someone said, “Let me know 
what I can do,” she could say, 
“You can stay with my hus-
band while I go to the gym 
for an hour.” Brilliant.

Your list may include 
things like helping organize 
medical information, mak-
ing doctor appointments, 
researching care facilities, 
grocery shopping, even doing 
laundry or bringing over din-
ner. 

Though it doesn’t allevi-
ate all the concerns of care-
giving, recognizing caregiver 
creep and taking action to 
lessen its effects may help 
you maintain your phys-
ical, mental and emotional 
well-being.

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg, a Monson res-
ident, is a registered nurse 
and board-certified patient 
advocate. She is the author 
of several books on advo-
cacy and founder of Nurse 
Advocate  Entrepreneur, 
which equips medical pro-
fessionals with the knowl-
edge and skills to start their 
own advocacy business-
es. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com. 
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Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross Parish
Very Rev. Michael Pierz
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
WEEKEND MASS:
Saturday: 4 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), and 
10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS:
Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m. 
(9 a.m. on legal holidays)
Reconciliation
Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m.
Saturday: 3:15 p.m.
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS:
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet: 7:50 a.m.
Rosary: 8:05 a.m.
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple St., Holyoke
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

continent from Alaska to 
Mexico, from California to 
New York. A recent estimate 
set the junco’s total popula-
tion at approximately 630 
million individuals.

The oldest recorded 
dark-eyed Junco,  originally 
banded in 1991, was at least 
11 years, 4 months old when 
it was recaptured and rere-
leased during banding oper-
ations in the same state of 
West Virginia in 2001. 

Large flock of sparrows
Recently, while driv-

ing to the bus stop to pick 
up my grandson, I flushed a 

large flock of sparrows along 
the side of the road. A large 
number of them flew across 
the road in front of the car. 
It happened quickly so I was 
not able to identify them. 
They were not juncos as they 
did not have white tail feath-
ers.

New bird feeder
A man, who attends 

meals at the Oakham Senior 
Center, built a feeder from 
tubing someone gave him.

He filled it with seed and 
put it outside. It took a few 
days for the birds to arrive, 
but he has a lot of birds com-
ing to it now.

eBird sightings
Recent eBird sightings 

included a Cape May war-
bler on Oct. 6 in Belchertown 
and an American redstart 
and a black-bellied plover, 
both spotted in the northeast 
Quabbin area on Oct. 6.

People may report a bird 
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or 
texting 774-262-5882.

BIRDS, from page 4

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Sparrow

Election letters must be received by Oct. 20
The Holyoke Sun 

welcomes readers to par-
ticipate in this year’s state 
election by writing letters 
to the editor for publica-
tion. 

Letters of up to 250 
words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on 
the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be 

sent to The Holyoke Sun 
by email to thesun@tur-
ley.com or care of: Turley 
Publications, 24 Water 
St., Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 by 
12 noon on Friday, Oct. 
16 to be published in the 
Wednesday, Oct. 21 edi-
tion. No endorsement let-
ters will be printed in the 

last edition before the elec-
tion.

Letter writers need to 
provide their name and the 
town they reside in. 

Please include a day-
time telephone number (for 
verification purposes only) 
when submitting your let-
ter. Your phone number 
will not be printed.
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,  24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069 
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event”  in the subject line of your email.

        Send Us 
Your Community 
Holiday Events

FREE Calendar Listings 
Reaching over 200,000 Readers 

in the Pioneer Valley!!

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Holiday Dazzler Supplement 

which will be published November 19, 2026. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
October 28.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25P0431EA  

Estate of: 
William T Farrell

Date of Death: 01/23/2025 
CITATION ON 

PETITION FOR 
ORDER OF COMPLETE 

SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of 

Complete Settlement has been 
filed by John J Ferriter  of 

Holyoke, MA requesting that 
the court enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement includ-
ing the allowance of a final 
account and other such relief as 
may be requested in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
11/17/2026.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
and objection if you object to 

this proceeding. If you fail to 
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed 
by an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

WITNESS, Hon.  Claudine 
T. Stoudemire, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: October 13, 2026

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

10/16/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

Trial Court of Massachusetts 
Juvenile Court Department  

Worcester County 

Juvenile Court
225 Main Street

 Worcester, MA 01608 
508-831-2000 

DOCKET NUMBER: 
26CP0185WC

SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION 

CARE AND PROTECTION, 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS
TO: Father of Jahmyra Ke-

Yani Poteat: 
A petition has been presented 

to this court by Department of 
Children and Families, seeking, 
as to the following child, Jah-
myra Poteat, that said child be 
found in need of care and pro-
tection and committed to the De-

partment of Children and Fam-
ilies. The court may dispense 
the rights of the persons named 
herein to receive notice of or to 
consent to any legal proceeding 
affecting the adoption, custody, 
or guardianship or any other dis-
position of the child named here-
in, if it finds that the child is in 
need of care and protection and 
that the best interests of the child 
would be served by said disposi-
tion.

You are hereby ORDERED 
to appear in this court, at the 
court address set forth above, 
on the following date and time: 
11/18/2026 at 08:30 AM Status 
Hearing

You may bring an attorney 

with you. If you have a right to 
an attorney and if the court deter-
mines that you are indigent, the 
court will appoint an attorney to 
represent you.

If you fail to appear, the 
court may proceed on that date 
and any date thereafter to a tri-
al on the merits and adjudica-
tion of this matter.

For further information call 
the Office of the Clerk-Magis-
trate at 508-831-2000.

WITNESS: Hon. Mary Beth 
Keating, FIRST JUSTICE, 
DATE ISSUED: 08/20/2026, 

Brendan J. Moran, 
Clerk-Magistrate

10/02, 10/09, 10/16/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

rent shortage.
The Wyckoff property 

is zoned Residential and no 
zone change will be required 
to develop the new residen-
tial community. Minimum 
building lots will be 20,000 
square feet.   Ruiz said he is 
in the process of identifying 
a residential home developer 
for the project. Engineering 
studies, including a traffic 
study, are underway and will 
inform the development. The 
110-acre expanse can com-
fortably house 126 homes, 
Ruiz said. The community is 
expected to generate around 
$1 million annually in real 
estate taxes to Holyoke.

Ruiz said the golf sea-
son ending on November 1 
this fall will represent the 
conclusion of Wyckoff as 
a golf course. “While I am 
sad to see this transition, and 
we made a concerted effort 
to the golf course and the 
Wyckoff community and 

membership, I am enthused 
about what this new chapter 
will bring to the property and 
to the city and region. I want 
to thank all of the members 
and guests we entertained 
at the Wyckoff over the past 
two years and look forward 
to an exciting future for this 
signature property,” Ruiz 
said.

Ruiz shared that with 
Wyckoff Country Club clos-
ing on Nov. 1  all events 
scheduled for Nov. 2 and 
beyond are canceled.

Ruiz said the over-sat-
uration of golf in the region 
and the emergence of virtual 
golfing alternatives also were 
taken into account in strate-
gic planning.   “We certainly 
made large investments of 
capital and time to the golf 
course and related, but after 
our thorough analysis we 
came to the conclusion that 
the best use of the property is 
clearly to add to a very thin 
housing stock. There still are 
plenty of golf opportunities 

in the region, but there are 
not enough homes to serve 
our local population,” Ruiz 
said.

“I am proud of what our 
team was able to accomplish 
at the Wyckoff. This is a 
property that was in decline 
for many years and we made 
significant investments to 
upgrade the golf course and 
make our banquet hall and 
restaurant vibrant, after many 
years of dormancy,” he said. 

Ruiz also revealed that 
he had a major health scare 
over the summer and his time 
in recovery allowed him to 
analyze all of the options 
for Wyckoff. “Experiencing 
a major health challenge, 
which I am happy to say I am 
recovering from, allowed me 
the time and space to deter-
mine what was the best and 
highest use for the proper-
ty in a community that I am 
heavily invested in. In my 
heart, I know this is the right 
thing to do for the commu-
nity.”

borhoods, quality educa-
tion for our youth, reliable 
infrastructure and providing 
a resilient and sustainable 
future for generations to 
come,” Sullivan said. 

Addi t ional ly,  these 
councilors did not see why 
Columbus Day had to be 
replaced by Indigenous 
People’s Day. 

They felt that acknowl-
edging both would keep the 
history of the United States 
of America alive. 

“It’s a holiday that rec-
ognizes the exploration that 
led to the fact that we are 
all here today,” Vacon said. 

“If that hadn’t happened, 
we wouldn’t be here today.”

Greaney also men-
tioned that Puerto Rico had 
a large statue of Columbus, 
so he did not agree with 
those who stated that hon-
oring Columbus was disre-
spectful to the Puerto Rican 
community of Holyoke. 

“The largest statue of 
Christopher Columbus in 
the world is on the island 
of Puerto Rico and it is still 
celebrated there,” he said.

Juan Anderson-Burgos 
rebutted that Greaney was 
not Puerto Rican and had 
no place to disagree with 
actual Puerto-Ricans on this 
issue.

“How in the world 

would you know what my 
people celebrate and dis-
own?” Anderson-Burgos 
said. “That is disrespectful.” 

The councilors in favor 
of the change argued that it 
was brought on by the con-
stituents of Holyoke, who 
brought forth a petition ask-
ing for the alteration to be 
made. 

Therefore, it was not 
outside of the council’s pur-
view to make this change 
within Holyoke. 

“The people that voted 
us in are telling us that 
they want this change,” 
Anderson-Burgos said.

With that in mind, the 
council voted 9-3 to pass 
this ordinance. 

ing of the young people, 
families and dedicated staff 
we serve are always our 
highest priority, and we 
take any incident that could 
impact their sense of safe-
ty very seriously. The Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater 
Holyoke is deeply saddened 
by the loss of life follow-
ing an altercation between 
adults that occurred outside 
of our facility after a basket-
ball event held in our gym-
nasium last weekend. Our 
thoughts are with the family 
and loved ones of the indi-
vidual who lost their life, as 
well as all those affected by 
this heartbreaking incident,” 
they said. “While the indi-
viduals involved were not 
associated with the Boys 
& Girls Club of Greater 
Holyoke, Club staff were 
present to monitor the event 
and immediately activated 

emergency protocols to help 
ensure the safety of those 
in the building. We are not 
aware of any young people 
who witnessed the shooting. 
As this remains an active 
police investigation, we are 
unable to provide further 
comment at this time. Our 
commitment to the safety 
and well-being of our mem-
bers, families, staff and 
community remains unwav-
ering.”

Chicopee Galaxy Youth 
Athletic Association 
Statement and Vigil
The Chicopee Galaxy 

Youth Athletic Association 
remembered Arroyo in a 
statement posted on its 
Facebook page on Monday, 
Oct. 12, saying that he was 
“forever in our hearts” and 
a coach, mentor and inspira-
tion to the community.

“It is with a heavy heart 
that we make this post, but 
Chicopee Galaxy lost a 

member of our family yes-
terday. Coach Ricky put his 
heart and soul into teaching 
the game of basketball to 
the youth of our community. 
He was a great mentor to 
his players and we couldn’t 
have asked for a better 
coach to be part of Galaxy,” 
it reads. “Our thoughts and 
prayers go out to his fami-
ly during this time. He will 
be missed and always be 
remembered. We love you 
Coach Ricky.”

A day later, on Oct. 13, 
family members, friends, 
former players and commu-
nity members gathered with 
flowers and balloons for a 
candlelight vigil in Arroyo’s 
memory, paying tribute to a 
beloved community mem-
ber and coach gone too 
soon.

The Holyoke Sun and 
the Chicopee Register will 
continue to follow this story 
as it develops.

WYCKOFF, from page 1

COUNCIL, from page 1

SHOOTING, from page 1
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Seventh straight win 
for HCC’s soccer team

H O L Y O K E  – 
Women’s soccer was on 
the road Saturday, earn-
ing their seventh consec-
utive win with a 4-0 shut-
out over Bunker Hill CC. 
It was the Lady Cougars’ 
third straight shutout and 
their seventh of the season.

E m m a  A l l y n 
(Holyoke, MA / Hampshire 
Regiona l  HS)  led  the 
charge for Holyoke, scor-
ing a first-half hat trick 
before adding an assist in 
the second half. Saturday’s 
hat trick was Allyn’s fourth 
of the season as the cen-
ter midfielder continues to 
rack up goals and points at 
a torrid pace. She now has 
18 goals and nine assists 
for 45 points on the year. 
Samatha Lowe (Ware, MA 
/ Pathfinder Regional HS) 
potted the Cougars’ sec-
ond-half goal to go along 
with a first-half assist. 
Abigail Rockwal (West 
Springfield, MA / West 
Springfield HS), who is 
regularly a defender, took 
care of the goalkeeping 
duties, making one save on 
her way to her first career 
shutout.

Women’s soccer has 
a perfect 6-0-0 regional 
record and an 8-2-0 over-
all record. Five of their six 
regional wins have been 
shutouts.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER – For the 
second straight season, the 
Holyoke boys’ varsity soccer 
team came away victorious 
in its second regular-season 
showdown with Bi-County 
East rival Pathfinder Tech.

The Purple Knights 
struck twice in the first 
10 minutes and then with-
stood a challenge from the 
Pioneers to earn a 3-2 vic-
tory on Oct. 5 at historic 
Legion Field in Palmer.

“We played two com-
pet i t ive  games agains t 
Pathfinder last year. Our 
first meeting of this season 
ended in a tie,” said Holyoke 
head coach Cam Rivest. “We 
were able to take an early 
lead in tonight’s game, and 
we didn’t let it slip away like 
we’ve done a few times this 
season.” 

Holyoke didn’t have 
very much trouble posting 

a 5-0 home shutout over 
Pathfinder Tech in their sec-
ond meeting of last season.

Back in the middle of 
September, the two squads 
battled to a 1-1 draw.

Following their second 
meeting of this season, the 
Purple Knights had a 3-5-2 
overall record, while the 
Pioneers saw their overall 
record drop to 7-3-1.  

“This is a difficult loss 
for us,” said Pathfinder Tech 
head coach Dave Wilson. 
“We were just flat tonight. 
This was a game that we 
should’ve won. Give them 
all the credit.”

Pathfinder was ranked 
22nd in the MIAA Division 
5 state power rankings that 
were released on October 9.

Holyoke, who grad-
uated seven players from 
last year’s squad, defeated 
Mohawk Trail Regional, 5-2, 
on the road and posted a 4-2 

See KNIGHTS, page 8

Lady 
Cougars 
on a roll

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com
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Kyleigh Luther punts the ball away.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Ishanellys Rivera makes a pass back.

Issabella Byers takes over possession.

Isiah Frazer heads off the ball.Nayan Tabin dribbles under pressure.

Knights take victory 
over Pathfinder boys

Sujelyz Peralta tries to send the ball out of the 
defensive end after a corner kick.

Chicopee takes 
down rival Holyoke

HOLYOKE – Last Friday afternoon, 
Cassidy Pytel and Ella Gendreau both had hat 
tricks as Chicopee High School girls soccer 
rolled to a 10-2 win over Holyoke at Holyoke 
High School. The Knights fell to just 4-7 on the 
year while Chicopee rose above .500 for the sea-
son. Chicopee is now 6-5-1.

Kayleigh 
Coutinho looks 
to clear the ball.

Mika Lourde Moise tries to move 
the ball away from Holyoke goal.
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home win versus Ware. 
The Purple Knights 

scored their first goal against 
the Pioneers during the 
third minute of the open-
ing half when senior Nayan 
Tabin unleashed a shot from 
about 25 yards out. The ball 
deflected off the right post 
before bouncing into the net 
past sophomore goalie Elijah 
Hodge (5 saves) for an unas-
sisted goal.

F ive  minutes  la te r, 
Holyoke junior Isiah Frazer 
received a pass from senior 
Xevier Davila before scoring 
a break away goal by firing 
a shot into the right corner of 
the net.

After failing to convert 
on a couple of corner kicks, 
the Pioneers sliced the deficit 
in half when senior Cayden 
Bousquet, who leads the 
Pioneers with 24 goals this 
season, dribbled down the 
left side before delivering a 
shot into the right corner past 
junior keeper Rikendy Jean 
(11 saves). Senior Brody 
Wetnicka was credited with 
the assist.

In the middle of the first 
half, Jean made a diving save 
on a shot attempt taken by 
sophomore Abees Castillo-

Clotter, which enabled the 
Purple Knights to keep the 
one goal lead.

Castillo-Clotter is one of 
three Pathfinder Tech play-
ers who attend Palmer High 
School, joining seniors Owen 
Pear and Dylan Holbrook. 
The three players suit up for 
Pathfinder Tech through a 
co-op between the two neigh-
boring high schools.

Bousquet came close 
to finding the equalizer on 
two occasions late in the first 
half, but Holyoke held on to 
a slim 2-1 lead at halftime.

The trio of Castillo-
Clotter, Bousquet, and soph-
omore Owen Marion had 
shots on goal during the first 
five minutes of the second 
half.

Seven minutes after half-
time, Holyoke regained a 
two-goal cushion. Following 
a throw-in from the left side-
line by Tabin, Davila found 
the back of the net for his 
first goal of the season.

In the middle of the sec-
ond half, Pathfinder Tech 
closed the gap again when 
Bousquet scored a rebound 
goal.

Just like in the first half, 
the Pioneers were unable 
to score the tying goal, as 
the Purple Knights players 
enjoyed their bus ride home.

KNIGHTS, from page 7

T-Birds earn point against Charlotte
SPRINGFIELD – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds 
(2-1-0-1) received anoth-
er terrific netminding per-
formance, but it proved 
not to be enough in a 
2-1 shootout loss at the 
hands of the Charlotte 
Checkers  (2-2-0-0)  on 
Sunday afternoon inside 
the MassMutual Center.

Springfield starting 
goalie Will Cranley was 
the far busier netminder 
in the opening 20 min-
utes ,  as  the  Checkers 
outshot the T-Birds by a 
13-3 margin through the 
first period, while Kirill 
Geras imyuk had l i t t le 
action in the Charlotte 
goaltender’s crease.

For a second straight 
night, the T-Birds’ short-
h a n d e d  u n i t  c h i p p e d 
in on offense, as Alek 
K a s k i m a k i  a n d  O t t o 
Stenberg worked a beau-
tiful give-and-go, with 
Kaskimaki  cashing  in 
from the left-wing side at 
10:46, giving Springfield 
t h e  1 - 0  a d v a n t a g e . 
Kaskimaki has now regis-
tered points in each of the 

season’s first four games.
Cranley’s excellence 

continued, as he and 
the Springfield 
p e n a l t y - k i l l -
ing unit went a 
perfect 3-for-3 on 
the day, improving 
to 18-for-19 on the 
season. 

After going the 
first 103 minutes of his 
season without allowing a 
goal, Cranley finally suc-
cumbed to a strike from 
Cole Schwindt at 3:44 of 
the final period, which 
brought Charlotte back 
even, 1-1.

T h e  g o a l t e n d e r s ’ 
duel carried through the 
end of regulation, and 
in the 3-on-3 overtime, 
G e r a s i m y u k  r e c e ive d 
some luck from the iron 
as Kaskimaki hit the post 
on a breakaway back-
hander that would have 
s e a l e d  t h e  g a m e  f o r 
Springfield.

The  shoo tou t  fo l -
l o w e d ,  a n d  A n g u s 
Crookshank opened the 
festivities with a fore-
hander  pas t  Cranley’s 

g l ove ,  w h i c h  p r ove d 
to  be  a l l  Geras imyuk 
would need,  as  Just in 
Carbonneau, Kaskimaki, 
and Niki ta  Susuev  al l 
failed to get one behind 
the Checker backstop.

D e s p i t e  t h e  l o s s , 
Springfield has earned 
five points over its first 
four games of the season, 
allowing just eight goals 
to their opposition in reg-
ulation time. 

The T-Birds contin-
ue the homestand next 
Friday and Saturday with 
back-to-back meetings 
with the Lehigh Valley 
Phan toms ,  w i th  puck 
drops set for 7:05 p.m. on 
Oct. 16 and 6:05 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Railers fall in final preseason game
WORCESTER – The 

Worcester Railers HC (0-2-
0-0, 0pts) fell to the Maine 
Mariners (2-0-0-0, 4pts), on 
Saturday night by the final 
score of 4-1 in front of a 
crowd of 602 at the Fidelity 
Bank Worcester Ice Center 
to end the preseason for the 
Railers at 0-2. The Railers are 
at the DCU Center for the sea-
son opener against the Maine 
Mariners on October 17th with 
puck drop being at 6:05 pm. 

Lincoln Hatten (1-0-1) 
opened scoring in the first 
with a tip. The Mariners came 
back with a strong effort from 
Jack Works (1-0-1) to keep 
the game level going into the 
second period. 3:55 into the 
second period, Kalle Vaisanen 
tucked in the go-ahead goal. 
Late into the third Dylan 
MacKinnon (1-0-1) snuck one 
past the Railers to extend the 
lead to 2. Wyllum Deveaux 
(1-1-2) took advantage of the 
empty net and the final score 
ended up a 4-1 advantage for 
the Mariners. 

Lincoln Hatten (1st) had 
a beautiful tip in goal off of 
Adam Samuelson’s shot 
from the blueline to give the 

Railers a 1-0 lead. Only 3:35 
later the Mariners leveled the 
score. Jack Works (2nd) got 
the puck from Ryan McGuire 
and with a great effort on 
his knees squeezed it by 
Will Lavallière’s right pad to 
level the score 1-1.  Later in 
the 1st, Jack Works got sent 
to the penalty box for a delay 
of game which the Mariners 
killed. 

The second period start-
ed hot with Jack Works get-
ting placed in the box again 
for roughing after touching 
goalie Will Lavallière after 
the whistle was blown. Not 
long after the Mariners had 
the go-ahead-goal. Kalle 
Vaismen (1st) tucked it in 
with 16:05 remaining in the 
second. It was a great assist 
from Wyllum Deveaux off 
the faceoff win to change the 
score to 2-1 Mariners. After 
great pressure and lots of 
opportunities the Railers had 
to kill a penalty from Adam 
Samuelsson’s tripping call. 
After a shorthanded break-
away opportunity for Railer 
Cole Donhauser, the Railers 
killed the remainder of the 
penalty and went into the third 

one goal down. 
The third period start-

ed and the Railers looked 
for a game-changing-goal. 
Their efforts were slowed as 
MacAuley Carson was called 
for hooking 7:45 into the third 
period. The Mariners had good 
opportunities on the power 
play but Chase Clark stood tall 
in net and the game remained 
2-1 in favor of Maine. Railers 
defenseman Cooper Moore 
made a great defensive play 
to stop a breakaway after he 
broke his stick by doubling 
back and eliminating the lone 
Mariner on the rush. Dylan 
Mackinnon (1st) with 5:15 
remaining in the game snuck 
one into the top right corner 
after a great pass from Antonio 
Venuto to make the game 3-1. 
With the Railers being down 
by two, Clark was pulled to 
the bench and the Mariners 
capitalized on the empty net 
to end the game 4-1 Mariners. 
Wyllum Deveaux (2nd) tucked 
it into the back of the net. 
The game ended with a 4-1 
scoreline. The Mariners will 
be back in Worcester for the 
Railers home opener on Oct. 
17.

Stafford Speedway hosts final 2026 season Friday night race 
STAFFORD SPRINGS, 

CT – Stafford Speedway 
hosted its final Friday night 
race program of the 2026 sea-
son with NAPA Auto Parts 
Championship Night on Oct 
2.   Feature wins were notched 
by Anthony Flannery for the 
second consecutive race in the 
SK Modified® feature, Josh 
Wood in the Late Model fea-
ture, Nick Anglace in the SK 
Light feature, Jason Lafayette 
in the Limited Late Model fea-
ture, and Brandon Warren in 
the Street Stock feature.  Track 
champions for the 2026 sea-
son are Keith Rocco in the SK 
Modified® division, Adam 
Gray in the Late Model divi-

sion, Tyler Barry in the SK 
Light division, Jeremy Lavoie 
in the Limited Late Model divi-
sion, and Ryan Waterman in 
the Street Stock division.

I n  t h e  4 0 - l a p  S K 
Modified® feature event, 
Dylan Izzo took the lead at the 
start with Marcello Rufrano 
taking second.  Ethan Durocher 
was third behind the two lead-
ers with Jon Puleo fourth and 
Mikey Flynn fifth.   Keith 
Rocco spun in turn 2 to bring 
the caution flag out with 2 laps 
complete.

Rufrano took the lead on 
the restart with Izzo falling 
back to second.  Durocher was 
still third wit Puleo fourth and 

Troy Talman was now fifth.  
Anthony Flannery was sixth 
followed by Alexander Pearl, 
Todd Owen, Flynn, and David 
Arute.

As Rufrano was start-
ing to stretch out his lead, 
Durocher made a move to 
the outside of Izzo for second 
and they ran side by side for 
several laps but Izzo was able 
to fend off Durocher’s chal-
lenge.   Flannery moved up to 
third with Todd Owen taking 
fourth as Durocher slid from 
third back to fifth on lap-16.  
Flannery took second from 
Izzo on lap-19 and that move 
opened the door for Owen to 
take third from Izzo one lap 

later.   Flynn spun in turn 2 to 
bring the caution flag out with 
23 laps complete.

Durocher got turned into 
the backstretch wall on the 
restart and that collected sev-
eral cars including Puleo, Art 
Caruso, Matt Vassar, Josh 
Morrison, Chris Buffone, Wade 
Gagner, Bryan Narducci, and 
Cory DiMatteo to bring the 
caution flag back out before a 
lap could be completed.  Under 
the caution the car of Josh 
Morrison ended up spun back-
wards against the frontstretch 
wall.

Rufrano took the lead on 
the next restart with Flannery 
in second.   Owen took third 

with Izzo fourth and Pearl fifth. 
Just behind Pearl and Izzo was 
Rocco, who was recovered 
from his earlier spin.   Pearl 
took fourth from Izzo on lap-26 
just before the caution came out 
one lap later for Talman and 
Curt Brainard, who both went 
around in turn 4.

Rufrano and Flannery 
went wheel to wheel for the 
lead back under green with 
Owen third, Pearl fourth, and 
Rocco fifth.   Rufrano cleared 
into the lead on lap-30 with 
Owen and Flannery now side 
by side behind him as well as 
Rocco and Pearl.   Owen took 
third on lap-31 while Flannery 
took the lead from Rufrano 

on lap-32.   Rocco moved into 
fourth on lap-32 and he took 
third from Owen on lap-36.

Flannery led the field to 
the checkered flag to pick up 
his second consecutive victory 
after claiming his first career 
Stafford SK Modified® victo-
ry back on Sept. 25.   Rufrano 
finished second with Rocco, 
Owen, and Pearl rounding 
out the top-5.   Rocco clinched 
his fifth SK Modified® track 
title one week ago on Sept. 
25, which ties him with Bob 
Potter for the second most SK 
Modified® championships 
with 5 each, trailing only Ted 
Christopher who won 9 SK 
championships.
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Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15
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www.turley.com
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Gavin Diaz heads the ball past 
midfield.

Senley Lovesome Noel fights to keep the ball. Xavier Davila heads up the field. Tason Dennis tries to pop the ball up. 	Patrick Smith O’Connor sends the goal kick away.
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
BUILDER SERIOUS WOODWORK 
TOOLS. Jet table saw, Jet shop dust col-
lector, Ryobi 10” planer, Delta 16.5” drill 
press. 413-433-9581.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches, 
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising, 
radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item 
or entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. 

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All 
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic. 
#14960A. 413-533-8867

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL
BOB ROBILLARD’S 

RUBBISH REMOVAL
 

Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. 

Family owned/operated since 1950.
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen 

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &

 Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
(Holyoke, MA) wtd to plan/coordinate/mon-
itor child care & educational enrichment 
programs; monitor/evaluate student prog-
ress & program curriculum; maintain a safe 
and healthy environment for students; etc. 

Resume: MHEG INC., 
225 South St., 

Holyoke MA 01040 

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic, 
and well-organized person

for the  position of 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/

CLERICAL PART-TIME. 
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25 
hours per week at $680, depending on
 Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service  skills, some 
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email: 

wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD 
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling 
brook, l-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths, 
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. 
Bernice Stone 774-262-6667.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED 
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE

COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER

THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER

QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL

THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES

TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS 

TurleyPublications

turleynews

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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Women entrepreneurs 
are not to be underestimat-
ed. Data affirms that wom-
en-owned businesses are 
growing and thriving.

According to North 
One banking, wom-
en-owned firms account 
for more than 12 million 
businesses in the Unit-
ed States. In addition, the 
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of 
Women-Owned Business 
Report, in partnership with 
Ventureneer, Core Wom-
en and Women Impacting 
Public Policy, found the 
number of women-owned 
business increased at a rate 
of 4.5 times between 2019 
to 2023. Women-owned 
businesses are driving eco-
nomic growth, and a deeper 
look at some of the num-
bers supports that notion.

• The Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise Council 
says there are 12.3 million 
women-owned businesses 
in the U.S., which compris-
es about 40 percent of the 
total number of businesses.

• Women-owned busi-
nesses bring in nearly $2 
trillion every year, says the 
National Women’s Busi-
ness Council.

• During the pandemic, 
women-owned businesses 
added 1.4 million jobs and 
$579.6 billion in revenue 
to the economy, says Wells 
Fargo.

• World Bank indi-
cates that roughly one-third 
of principal owners of all 
businesses are female.

• WBENC advises that 
64 percent of new wom-
en-owned businesses are 
started by women of color.

• Women’s Business 
Enterprises Canada says 

more than 85 percent of 
buying decisions are influ-
enced by women. The Ca-
nadian Minister of Small 
Business notes that wom-
en business ownership is 
growing. In 2023, approx-
imately 18.4 percent of all 
businesses in Canada were 
majority owned by women, 
compared to 15.6 percent in 
2017.

• According to Forbes, 
women-led tech compa-
nies achieve a 35 percent 

higher ROI. A Forbes study 
with First Round Capital, a 
venture capital firm, found 
female-founded business-
es in their portfolio out-
performed male-founded 
companies by more than 60 
percent.

Women-owned busi-
nesses are making a large 
impact on North America 
and around the world. Such 
firms continue to employ 
millions of people and fos-
ter strong economies.

Women-owned 
businesses are thriving

BUSINESSWomen in week
Celebrate

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth, 
and a deeper look at some of the numbers supports that 
notion.

Vanessa 
started love at first sight with a two-fold aim 
of helping to provide a more sustainable 
and higher quality option for purchasing 
clothing, gifts, and home goods and 
collaborating with people in the community 
who could use some extra income by 
consigning quality items they no longer 
need. Vanessa also provides a space for local 
artists and craftspeople to sell their goods.

Follow on 
Social Media

 Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/love.at.first.sight.consignment/

◗  In The News

her imagination came out.”
Writing is just one part 

of Ms. Martinez’s connec-
tion to young readers. She 
has spent more than 20 years 
working in Holyoke Public 
Schools. She currently works 
as a reading interventionist 
at E.N. White Elementary 
School.

Ms. Martinez said her 
experiences working with 
children have reinforced her 
belief in the power of sto-
ries to help young people 
learn and grow. With “The 
Extraordinary Adventures of 
Emma and the Dragon,” she 
hopes to encourage children 
to embrace their imagination 
and find joy in creating their 
own adventures.

“I  really wanted to 
emphasize kindness as an 
approach to a problem.” said 
Ms. Martinez. “I want people 
to think anything is possible.” 

Ms.Martinez hopes to 
make this a series and contin-
ue to write more stories about 
Emma and her adventures.

“The  Ext raord inary 
Adventures of Emma and the 
Dragon” is available online 
and at local booksellers 
including, Flora in Holyoke, 
and A New Chapter in West 
Springfield.

BOOK, from page 1

HOLYOKE – A 
Holyoke Community 
College culinary arts 
s tuden t  has  been 
awarded a nation-
a l  Newman Civic 
Fellowship for the 
2026-2027 academic 
year. 

As one of this 
year’s Newman fel-
lows, Tiff Mackey, 
a 44-year-old Texas 
native who now lives 
in Holyoke, joins a 
cohort of more than 170 col-
lege students from 39 states 
who have excelled academi-
cally while demonstrating a 
commitment to community 
service.

“My commitment to 
civic engagement is root-
ed in the belief that food is 
one of the most powerful 
tools for building connec-
tions across differences,” 
Mackey said in her Newman 
Civic Fellowship statement. 
“Feeding people affirms dig-
nity, fosters belonging, and 
offers the comfort of com-
mon ground.”

N e w m a n  C i v i c 
Fellowships are award-
ed annually by Campus 
Compact, a national coali-
tion of colleges and univer-
sities working to advance 
the public purposes of high-
er education. The Newman 
Civic Fellowship is a year-
long program that recogniz-
es students who stand out 
for their leadership potential 
and commitment to creat-
ing positive change in their 
communities. 

The fellowship provides 
students with educational 
programs, workshops, and 
networking opportunities to 

help nurture their develop-
ment as civic leaders. With 
the help of a campus men-
tor, each fellow takes on a 
community-based project of 
their design.  

“This group of excep-
tional students from cam-
puses across the country 
is such a welcomed addi-
tion to the Newman Civic 
Fellowship,” said Campus 
Compact President Bobbie 
Laur.  “Now more than 
ever, it is an honor to rec-
ognize student leaders who 
are applying themselves as 
changemakers and creating 
positive impact in their com-
munities.”

Now a second-year stu-
dent in HCC’s culinary arts 
associate degree program, 
Mackey has distinguished 

herself in the classroom and 
as a member of the Culinary 
Arts Club at the HCC MGM 
Culinary Arts Institute. 
Among i t s  communi ty 
activities, the club prepares 
monthly, full-course fami-
ly dinners-to-go for people 
who use the United Way 
food pantry there. Beyond 
that, Mackey worked over 
the summer as a supplemen-
tary instructor for the HCC 
summer youth program and 
had a volunteer internship 
with Nuestras Raices, the 
nonprofit Holyoke farming 
collaborative. 

“I love how that trans-
lates into ‘our roots,’” said 
Mackey. “I worked on their 
farm and with their mobile 
market and really got a 
hands-on and first-person 

view of what the community 
needs and what their prefer-
ences are.”

Mackey was nominated 
for the fellowship by Chef 
Tracy Carter, chair of the 
HCC culinary arts program 
and adviser to the Culinary 
Club. Carter will serve as 
Mackey’s fellowship mentor. 

“Tiff is always the first 
person who wants to help 
others,” said Carter. “She is 
really passionate about pub-
lic health and food security.”

Food, in one form or 
another, has been at the 
heart of Mackey’s life for 
a long time. After dropping 
out of college in her early 
20s – she was studying busi-
ness and computers – she 
left Texas and “bounced 
around a bit ,” working 

for organic farms, grow-
ing lettuce, raising ducks, 
and volunteering at food 
banks. She settled in west-
ern Massachusetts about 10 
years ago and has worked 
with CSAs (communities 
for sustainable agricul-
ture) at farmers markets in 
Easthampton, South Hadley 
and Amherst, while immers-
ing herself in the books of 
food writer Michael Pollan 
and feeding her interest in 
food politics and accessibil-
ity.

“Going back to school 
in my 40s,” she said, “I’m 
just getting to a place where 
I  can complete what I 
couldn’t so many years ago. 
Going to culinary school is 
something I’ve wanted to do 
for a long time.”

Mackey now lives on 
a homestead in Holyoke’s 
Rock Valley neighborhood 
where she raises chickens 
and maintains a robust veg-
etable garden. 

“It’s too small to call it 
a farm,” she said, “but I am 
trying to build it up into a 
sustainable, closed loop sys-
tem.”

F o r  h e r  N e w m a n 
Fellowship project, Mackey 
is working on sustainable 
soup, which would entail 
turning knife cuts and other 
extra items from the culinary 
arts classes into a dehydrat-
ed, nutrient dense, bagged 
soup that could be prepared 
by simply adding hot water, 
with the soup bags provid-
ed to Holyoke residents who 
use the food pantry at the 
culinary arts institute. 

“The goal is also to 
incorporate the sustainable 
soup project into our nutri-
tion class this semester and 
even into our food styling 
and marketing classes next 
semester,” she said. 

Submitted photos
Newman Civic Fellowship awardee Tiff Mackey prepares tomato sauce at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute.

HCC culinary arts student awarded national 
civic fellowship


