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Collamore
passes
away

Leaving
legacy
of
service
fo HPS,
city
and
beyond

William Collamore

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Longtime
School Committee Member
William Collamore passed
away on Sept. 19.

Collamore had been a
part of the Holyoke School
Committee since 1976. He
dedicated five decades of his

WWW.sun. turley com

sheriff’ s Shutfle taises sver 525K et YA

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - More than
600 runners and walkers
turned out for the Hampden
County Sheriff’s Office
annual Sheriff Shuffle 5K on
Oct. 4, raising over $25,000
for the YWCA of Western
Mass, which surpassed
expectations and will now
bolster the YWCA's outreach
and emergency shelter ser-
vices for those affected by
domestic violence, further
solidifying a vital partnership
as the community continues
to rally in pursuit of finding a
solution to the ever-growing
epidemic.

As usual, the long-stand-
ing fundrais-
er used the

Turley Photos By Brendan Rooney

Above, HCSO Sheriff Nick Cocchi and Elizabeth Dineen, CEO of the YWCA of Western
Massachusetts, surrounded by hundreds of participants at the starting point. Left,
representatives from BHN (Behavioral Health Network) were present at the fundraiser, posing

life to serving the Holyoke
community.
He was the longest

serving elected official in
Massachusetts prior to his
passing. All of his time put
toward serving Holyoke has
not gone unnoticed.

“Mr. Collamore is some-
one who puts service to
the community ahead of
himself,” Mayor Joshua

See LEGACY, page 6

with this adorable K9.

Holyoke Elks and
Ashley Reservoir
as its base of
operations,
drawing par-
ticipants of
all ages, from

TRy scasoned

local ath-

letes to families and first-
time supporters, turning the
crisp autumn morning into a
vibrant display of solidarity.
Before the official
kick-off, local vendors and
resource tables buzzed inside
the hall, offering everything
from crisis support literature

to community wellness pro-
grams, showing assistance is
always available no matter
the occasion.

An element HCSO
Sheriff Nick Cocchi touched
upon, sharing, “We’re going

See SHERIFF, page 10

Bowlin becomes newest member of team at Wistariahurst

e T —

Turley Photo by Chrisna Gioscia
Wistariahurst Museum Archivist and Assistant Curator Kate Bowlin
with a book of mortgage documents from the 1930s.

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum has
welcomed the newest mem-
ber of their team, Kate
Bowlin, as archivist and

assistant curator. Bowlin
="y .
N started working at the

museum a month ago.
She shared her
thoughts on getting

started

“It’s been great.
I really love it here
and I like all of
the programs that

14 we have going on
,;j and the stuff that’s

being planned. The
team seems really great. So,
I’m just excited about get-
ting to work here and getting
to kind of be apart of it and
really ingrain myself in the
community because I really
value community building.”

Bowlin then shared

what her position entails.

“So, a big part of
what I do is answer research
questions or set up research
appointments,” Bowlin said.
“So, I have someone com-
ing in this afternoon who

wants to look at some of the
Skinner paperwork. So, they
emailed and they said, you
know, ‘these are the items
I’m interested in looking at.

So, I’'m just excited
about getting
to work here and
getting to kind of be
apart of it and really
ingrain myself
in the community
because I really value
community building.”

- Kate Bowlin

I think it’s, some scrapbooks
from the Skinner family
and some letters and photo-
graphs, stuff like that. And
so my job would be to kind
of put out the stuff that they
were wanting and have it
there and ready for them. So,
you know, answering a lot
of questions from the com-
munity. And then aside from
that, it’s kind of just keeping
track of everything that’s in
here, making sure everything

is stored well. That noth-
ing needs to be you know,
we call it intervention, like
nothing needs to be cleaned
or prepared or conserved in
some way, just making sure
everything is organized.”

Bowlin then explained
why preservation and educa-
tion regarding history is so
important.

“I think that looking
back on history, especially
in a context like what we
preserve here, we’re preserv-
ing the history of Holyoke
and the people here and that
is where we come from,”
Bowlin said. “And there’s
so much to learn from that
both the good and the bad
things of the past. I also
think it’s really important to
know where you come from,
to know your background
because it helps give you a
sense of identity. And I know
that you know, having that
identity and having the com-
munity identity is just real-
ly helpful for people. I think
that’s something that a lot
of people are missing right
now is a sense of community

See BOWLIN, page 6

Museum opens new Memento Mori exhibit for spooky season

By Christina Gisocia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE -
On Thursday Oct. 1.
Wistariahurst Museum
opened their new exhibit,
Memento Mori.

Rachel Powell organized
the event, and explained
where the idea for the exhibit
came from.

“I got to do an exhibit
last year,” Powell said. “It
was called Identity in Ink.
Megan, our museum direc-
tor, is very giving. If there’s
something we’re interested
in, she lets us do it. And I've
been interested in exhib-
its because I love museums,

and so i did a tattoo exhibit
and that was a lot, because
it was featuring so many dif-
ferent artists, but it was won-
derful. I told myself I'd give
myself a break, but in the
middle of that exhibit my cat
passed away. So, I’ve been
going through what I con-
sider deep mourning because
it was my sole cat. I loved
her so much. And I was
like, where are these mourn-
ing traditions coming from.
And we’d been talking about
some of the garments that
we had. I approached our
museum director and said,
‘I think it would be cool to
do like a death and decay in
the Victorian era, specifical-

ly when the family lived in
the house.” Powell said the
exhibit connects with people
because of the COVID-19
pandemic.

“I think since the pan-
demic, where a ton of people
lost their lives to COVID or
other related things, we’re
back into that time period of
mourning,” she said. “Like
not having those pieces of
some people because they
either hospitals. And we’ve
been kind of grappling with
death as people began strug-
gling in recent years, which
us also kind of the inspira-
tion.”

See MORI, page 6

Election letters
must be received
by Oct. 20

The Holyoke Sun
welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s
state election by writing
letters to the editor for
publication.

Letters of up to 250
words from local res-
idents endorsing can-
didates on the ballot or
discussing campaign
issues should be sent
to the Holyoke Sun by
email to thesun@turley.
com or care of: Turley
Publications, 24 Water
St., Palmer, MA 01069,
faxed to 413-289-1977
by 12 noon on Friday,
Oct. 16 to be published
in the Wednesday, Oct.
21 edition. No endorse-
ment letters will be
printed in the last edition
before the election.

Letter writers need
to provide their name
and the town they reside
in.

Please include a
daytime telephone num-
ber (for verification pur-
poses only) when sub-
mitting your letter. Your
phone number will not
be printed.

Overview of the new Memento Mori exhibit.

Turley Photo by Christina Gioscia
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City launches mini-grant program for open space

HOLYOKE - The
City of Holyoke is pleased
to announce the launch of
the MVP 2.0 Open Space
Activation Mini-Grant
Program, a new funding
opportunity made possible
through the City’s Municipal
Vulnerability Preparedness
(MVP) 2.0 grant award.

The mini-grant program
invites community-based
nonprofit organizations and
their fiscal sponsors to apply
for funding to design and
implement creative, commu-

nity-centered projects that
increase meaningful and sus-
tainable use of open spaces
in Holyoke’s Environmental
Justice neighborhoods.

Open space activa-
tion projects may include,
but are not limited to, com-
munity programming and
events, physical improve-
ments, cultural installations,
community engagement ini-
tiatives, and other activities
that bring residents togeth-
er and breathe new life into
underutilized open spaces.

This funding opportu-
nity is being made available
as the result of Holyoke’s
Municipal Vulnerability 2.0
(MVP 2.0) planning process,
funded by the MA Office of
Energy and Environmental
Affairs. Through interviews,
focus groups, and surveys
that gathered input from over
250 residents representing
the populations most vulner-
able to the impacts of climate
change, the city established
a set of resilience priorities
that will guide Holyoke’s

Department of Conservation
and Sustainability for years
to come.

The outreach was con-
ducted largely by five com-
munity liaisons who made
up part of the MVP 2.0 Core
Team, and who significantly
shaped this mini grant oppor-
tunity to address all eight of
the resilience priorities iden-
tified.

A total of $40,000 is
available through this pro-
gram, which will be distribut-
ed through an indeterminate

number of awards of up to
$9,999 each. Awards are one-
time grants for projects to be
implemented between Dec.
1, 2026 and June 30, 2027.
Through this program,
the City is seeking partners
with demonstrated experi-
ence actively collaborating
with Environmental Justice
communities in Holyoke
and a commitment to creat-
ing welcoming, accessible,
and sustainable opportunities
for community members to
connect with and enjoy local

open spaces.

Completed applica-
tions must be submitted
by: Friday, Oct. 9 at 5 p.m.
Application materials, eligi-
bility requirements, funding
guidelines, and submission
instructions are available
in the MVP2 Open Space
Activation Application &
Funding Guidelines docu-
ment at:

https://www.holyoke.
org/mvp-2-0-open-space-
activation-mini-grant-
program/.

Sensory-Friendly Trick-or-Treat at Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
delighted to bring back
our spooky and spectacu-
lar Sensory-Friendly Trick
or Treat event into our halls
for the Halloween season!
Our bewitching trick or
treat event will let you and
your little goblins enjoy
an adventure in our haunt-
ed halls designed for fam-
ilies with sensory sensitiv-
ities. Monsters of all ages
can collect spook-tacular
items through gentle explo-
ration throughout the muse-
um and choose from prizes
ranging from candy to fidget
toys. Guests are welcome
and encouraged to wear
their fun, festive costumes
throughout their journey
through the museum.

When signing up for
the event on Eventbrite,
please reserve one time slot
per family. A staff member
will reach out to registered

guests with questions about
accessibility needs before
the event to ensure that
every ghost and ghoul feels
comfortable and welcome
during their time. Families
are welcome to explore the
museum and gardens at this
event as well. Wistariahurst
will also have yard games
that the whole family can
enjoy.

Families can sign up
for ten-minute time slots
between 1:00 pm and 2:30
pm and will be limited to
two families per time slot.
This trick-or-treat explora-
tion event will continue until
3:00 pm to allow children
to explore at their own pace
and enjoy a stress-free expe-
rience! Stay as long as you
want, time slots are only
meant to ensure a calm and
seamless check-in process.
Sign up for a time slot today,
our Boo Crew can’t wait to
meet you.

Unlted Congregational Church holding events in October

HOLYOKE - October
is usually a busy month at
the United Congregational
Church of Holyoke, and this
year is no exception. All are
welcome to attend any of
these events.

On Thursday, Oct.
15 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.,
MCS will be hosting
Karaoke Night. All ages and
abilities are welcome. Come
enjoy music, communi-
ty, laughter, light refresh-
ments and good vibes.

Trunk or Treat is back
on Thursday, Oct. 22 from
5 to 7 p.m. Dress to impress
in your favorite costume, see

cars with decorated trunks,
and get treats! Free, faml-
ly-friendly and safe fun will
be had by all. If you are
interested in decorating your
trunk for Trunk or Treat or
donating candy, please call
the Church Office at 413-
532-1483.

Our Annual Roast
Pork Dinner will be served
on Saturday, Oct. 24 at
6 p.m. The menu will fea-
ture roast pork, butter-
nut squash, mashed pota-
toes, applesauce, coffee
and tea, and apple crisp for
dessert. Takeout options
are available. Tickets are

$17 each and can be pur-
chased by calling the Church
Office at 413-532-1483.

The United
Congregational Church of
Holyoke is an Open and
Affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ.
We welcome all individ-
uals, regardless of where
they are on their journey.
If you’d like to learn more
about UCCH, please visit
our website at www.uccholy-
oke.org, find us on Facebook
or Instagram, or call our
office at 413-532-1483
Monday through Friday from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

HOLYOKE - Families
are invited to join Holyoke
Mall for double the fall fun
this year with two great
events this October.

On Monday, Oct. 12, is
Fall-a-Palooza! The event
will take place in Café
Square from 10:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. and all ages are
welcome. Attendees can
enjoy fall-themed crafts;
face painting, balloons,
and glitter tattoos from
Clowntique; and visit with
everyone’s favorite *snap
snap* Gothic Teen from
Something Royal Party
Company.

On Thursday, Oct. 29,
ghosts and goblins return
to Holyoke Mall for our

Fall fun at Holyoke Mall

annual Mall-O-Ween!
Bring the whole boo crew
for a safe, family-friendly
evening of trick-or-treat-
ing at participating busi-
nesses throughout the cen-
ter from 5 to 7 p.m., while
supplies last.

Both events are free
and open to the public.
Registration is not required
for Fall-a-Palooza, but you
can RSVP here to let us
know you plan to come.

More information
about Holyoke Mall stores,
restaurants, and enter-
tainment venues, can be
found at Holyokemall.com.
Follow and share your
stories at the center on
Facebook and Instagram.

HOLYOKE - The
Children’s Museum of
Holyoke is excited to bring
back a specially designed
program for families with
children affected with sen-
sory challenges (official
diagnosis not required).

The Sensory Sunday
program is held the first
Sunday of each month
during special off hours
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
For sensory-sensitive vis-
itors, enjoy a dimmer,
quieter museum open
to exploring with your
child. There are also
handouts with tips on
how you can best

Children’s Museum offering
‘Sensory Sundays’ event

cater to your child’s unique
ways of learning and living.
We strive to be an
impactful community
resource for your family. It
is our hope that this pro-
gram allows families who
may typically avoid crowd-
ed or stimulating environ-
ments to come and join in
on the fun.
For more
infor-
mation,
call the
museum
4 at (413)
\ 536 -

| 7048.

City receives $1.6 million in state grant funding from Community One Stop for Growth awards

HOLYOKE -
The Healey-Driscoll
Administration on Thursday
announced the FY27
Community One Stop for
Growth awards. Holyoke
businesses, agencies, and
the city itself landed 10
grants totaling $1,641,500.
Statewide, more than $326
million in grant awards were
announced. The funds will
support housing and econom-
ic development.

On Friday at 1 p.m.,
Holyoke Mayor Joshua A.
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Garcia, State Representative
Patricia Duffy, and State
Senator John Velis will par-
ticipate in a press conference
where they will discuss the
impact of the grants. The
press conference will be held
in a vacant lot next to the Old
San Juan Bakery at 408 High
Street — one of the grantees.
“Holyoke’s future is
being built through part-
nership, and we’re grate-
ful to Governor Healey
and the Healey-Driscoll
Administration for continu-
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ing to invest in the vision we
have for our city,” Garcia said.
“These awards are another
important step in advancing
our economic development
objectives downtown. The
awards enable us to create
the right conditions for new
investment, new businesses,
and new housing while sup-
porting existing businesses,
and generating more activity
in the heart of our communi-
ty. We have a clear direction
for where Holyoke is going.
Partnerships like this help us

PRICES IN
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turn that vision into progress
people will be able to see and
feel.

Duffy said, "These
awards reflect both the inno-
vation happening in Holyoke
and the administration's close
attention to this Gateway City.
Our downtown residents and
entrepreneurs deserve this
support, and the investment
will pay off in good jobs,
desirable homes, and safer
streets."

Velis added, “These
awards really speak to what

il by
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we can accomplish when our
municipalities, state agen-
cies, and legislative delega-
tion are all working together.
Our local officials know their
communities and where these
investments are needed most,
and it’s our job at the state
level to listen, help identify
the right resources, and fol-
low through. I'm grateful to
the City of Holyoke and the
Administration for working
together to move these proj-
ects forward.”

According to the

announcement, 207 munici-
palities are receiving at least
one award from the One
Stop program; 13 communi-
ties are receiving a One Stop
award for the first time. This
year’s awards are estimated
to support more than $24.6
billion of leveraged private
investment, over 13,000 per-
manent jobs, more than 7
million square feet of new
commercial development and
over 27,000 units of housing,
including about 7,000 new
affordable units.
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Skeletal Secrets with
the Skinner Specters Tour

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
delighted to bring back one
of our most beloved and
frightfully fantastic tours of
the year: Skeletal Secrets with
the Skinner Specters on Oct.
23 at 5:30 p.m. Join a ghost-
ly guide as former residents
of this historic house mani-
fest to speak of eerie events
and strange happenings that
occurred during their mortal
lives. Wistariahurst’s vol-
unteers portray the Skinner
family and their servants in
this immersive character tour.
Their ghostly performances

will reveal dark tales of death,
loss, and the spirits that are
said to still roam the muse-
um’s halls.

This unique character
tour of Wistariahurst Museum
includes standing, walking,
and transitioning between
the first and second floors
using our Grand Staircase in
dim lighting. This tour may
include loud noises, chal-
lenging subjects, and possi-
ble jump scares. Parents are
advised to consider these fac-
tors before purchasing tickets.
If any guest has a question
about accessibility and how

to fully enjoy this immersive
tour, email info@wistari-
ahurst.org or call (413)322-
5660.

Join us for a memorable
journey through the ghastly
tales of Wistariahurst. Venture
into where history intersects
with the supernatural this fall
with general admission tick-
ets selling at $18. Museum
Members can use their dis-
count for $15 tickets. Our
specialized character tours
are beloved by our communi-
ty and sell fast, so make sure
you secure your tickets before
they are gone.

Broadway Brings Joy presents
BBJ Spooky Spectacular

HOLYOKE - Broadway
Brings Joy (BBJ) invites the
community to its Third annual
family-friendly BBJ Spooky
Spectacular, a Spooky
Musical Theater Extravaganza
highlighting the Broadway
Brings Joy Musical Theater
Program for students ages 4
through adult.

Friday, Oct. 30 — Doors
open at 6 p.m., show-
ing at 7 p.m. at De La Luz
Soundstage, 114 Race Street,
Holyoke.

The event is free of
charge and open to the public,
with a suggested donation of
$10-$20.

The showcase will high-
light spooky favorites includ-
ing Sweeney Todd, The Lost

Boys, Little Shop of Horrors,
It’s the Great Pumpkin
Charlie Brown, Matilda the
Musical, Young Frankenstein,
Hadestown, Cabaret,
Beetlejuice, and more.

A cash bar, snacks, and
BBJ merchandise will be
available for purchase. The
evening offers a fun, fami-
ly-friendly way for the com-
munity to see what BBJ pro-
grams are all about.

This program is funded
in part by the Holyoke Local
Cultural Council, a local
agency which is supported by
the Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

For more information,
visit www.broadwaybrings-
joy.com.

HCC Trunk or Treat has been an annual tradition and a successful event.

In The News ¢

Submitted photo

HCC hosting Trunk or Treat Oct. 23

HOLYOKE - Visitors to
Holyoke Community College
on Friday, Oct. 23, can
expect to see witches, ghouls,
ghosts and an assortment of
characters from popular chil-
dren’s movies, games, books,
and TV shows as the college
celebrates Halloween with its
ninth annual Trunk or Treat
event.

Every year, the event
draws thousands of children
and their parents to the HCC
campus for a fun, safe, and
early Halloween celebration
as dozens of HCC depart-
ments, programs, and student
clubs, as well as community
groups and area businesses,
decorate their cars and trucks
with a wide assortment of
themes.

Trunk or Treat runs from
5 to 7 p.m. in Parking Lot

M by the Bartley Center for
Athletics and Recreation on
the main HCC campus, 303
Homestead Ave.

Last year’s trunk themes
included Disney’s Cars, the
Wizard of Oz, Minions, Dr.
Seuss, pirates, a haunted vet
clinic, aliens, Jurassic Park,
Shrek, the Adams Family,
witches, The Nightmare
Before Christmas, cartoons,
pumpkins and ghosts, Harry
Potter, Scooby Doo, Bob’s
Burgers, fun at the farm,
Irish dancing fairies, haunt-
ed house, brains, aliens, and
Bluey, among others

Prizes are awarded to
vehicle sponsors in vari-
ous categories including
best executed theme, scari-
est trunk, best costumes, and
most original. Each vehi-
cle will be handing out free

Halloween treats and have
non-food items for children
with dietary restrictions.

Trunk or Treat at HCC
started in 2017 as a safe, fun,
and early alternative to tra-
ditional trick-or-treating on
Halloween night. Rather than
going door to door seeking
Halloween treats, children
go “trunk to trunk” to collect
their candy, visiting cars dec-
orated with seasonal themes
and familiar stories and char-
acters.

The event is free and
open to the public and will be
held outdoors, rain or shine.
Children must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

To sponsor a vehi-
cle, please contact Student
Engagement at studenten-
gagement@hcc.edu. The
deadline is Monday, Oct. 19.

City residents bringing Mt. Holyoke musical show 'It's The Wildest' to Florence

HOLYOKE - Local
musician, Holyoke resi-
dent, and creator of Mount
Holyoke College’s “The Big
Broadcast,” Mark Gionfriddo
will bring his “It’s The
Wildest!” show back to
Bombyx Center for Arts &
Equity in Florence, Saturday,
Nov. 7 at 3 p.m.

Gionfriddo and local sing-
er Nikki Gorts will perform
with a five-piece band, featur-
ing the music of Louis Prima

and Keely Smith. Gionfriddo
describes “It’s The Wildest!”
as an exciting, tune-filled trib-
ute to the music of Prima and
Smith. “The Wildest” was the
title of a 1956 album by the
two.

In the 1950s, Prima and
Smith turned a tiny Las Vegas
lounge into the most swinging
after-hours party with a mix
of jazz, swing, novelty music,
and rock ‘n roll. Gionfriddo,
Gorts and the band pay hom-

age to this renowned duo
featuring gems from the
American Popular Songbook,
including “Jump, Jive ‘N Wai
1,” “Just a Gigolo/I Ain’t G
ot Nobody,” “Buona Sera,”
“Sentimental Journey,” “I
Wish You Love,” and “That
Old Black Magic.”
Gionfriddo has added a
few numbers to the November
show, including “I Can’t Give
You Anything but Love,”
“That Darn Cat,” from the

OneHolyoke opens lottery applications

HOLYOKE -
OneHolyoke CDC is accept-
ing applications for a lot-
tery for the Crafts Block
Apartments, eight newly-ren-
ovated units located at 145
High Street in Downtown
Holyoke. The historic mixed-
use property features eight
one- and two-bedroom units
on the second and third floors
of the building, with retail
space on the ground level.

Lottery applicants will be
assigned a unique number, to
be drawn on Oct. 26. Each
successful lottery applicant
whose number is drawn will
then receive a rental appli-
cation following the lottery
drawing.

The Crafts Block build-
ing consists of four one-bed-
room and four two-bedroom
units, and are affordable
apartments for households
earning at or below 80% of
the Area Median Income
(AMI), adjusted for fam-
ily size. One-bedroom units
range from 620-786 square
feet and cost $1,384 per
month; and two-bedroom
units are 875-975 square feet,
and are $1,734 per month.

More detailed information is
available on the lottery appli-
cation.

Online and download-
able applications are avail-
able online at OneHolyoke.
org/the-crafts-block or at
OneHolyoke CDC, 70 Lyman
Street, Holyoke. Applications
are due on October 26 and
can be submitted via the
online form; dropped off
or mailed to OneHolyoke’s
offices at 70 Lyman Street,
Holyoke, MA 01040, or
emailed to georgianna.
brown@oneholyoke.org.

The Crafts Block units
feature ultra high efficient
heating and cooling systems;
a washer and dryer in each
unit; hardwood floors, slate
tiles and large windows. The
property is situated in a walk-
able and transit-friendly area
with access to local dining
and entertainment. Access to
the apartments is only avail-
able by stairs; there is no ele-
vator in the building.

OneHolyoke CDC is
managing the lottery process
on behalf of Crafts Block,
LLC, who owns the property,
and Urbanist Development,

property developer. The
Crafts Block project is
made possible by funding
from TruNorth Bank and
MassHousing.

OneHolyoke CDC is the
only certified Community
Development Corporation
based in the City of
Holyoke. Founded in 1971,
OneHolyoke CDC has cre-
ated over 160 new homes
in the Flats, Churchill and
South Holyoke neighbor-
hoods, rehabilitated hundreds
of apartments and provided
thousands of home improve-
ment grants to homeowners
through the Neighborhood
Improvement Program.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

Are you having difficulty communicating
with your partner, struggling with
boundaries, and healthy relationships?
We invite you to join us
Friday afternoons from 1-2:30 pm
to explore these topics and more.
This group will be held in zoom, is
educational, confidential, and free.

Please contact Pat James 413-726-8661.

Disney movie, and in a nod to
the season, “Autumn Leaves.”
The band will also
play a number penned by
Gionfriddo. “I wanted to write
a novelty song in the style
of Louis Prima — and I was
reminded of the 1996 film
‘Big Night,” which revolved
around an Italian restaurant
busying itself for a visit from
Prima and his band. I imag-
ined them making all these
exotic dishes for him when all

Best

Town

WE DELIVER!

@Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each

he wanted was a simple plate
of pasta, as in the song’s title,
“A Side of Spaghetti & One
Meatball”.

Gionfriddo, a faculty
member at Mount Holyoke
College, has been creator
and producer of “The Big
Broadcast,” the annual 1940’s
variety show at the college for
the last 20 years. He is also
keyboardist and band director
for the Young@Heart Chorus,
as well as musical director

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!

of “Torch Song Tuesdays,”
the monthly cabaret series at
the Majestic Theater in West
Springfield.

Gorts is a sing-
er and theatre artist from
Easthampton. She’s been per-
forming throughout western
Massachusetts for 25 years
and recently joined the cast
of “The Big Broadcast.” as a
foley artist.

Tickets are available
at https://bombyx.ludus.com.

] - You
rze Holyoke Pizza Xz
213 South Street, Holyoke 1
413.532.6666
11 Ten Wings @ Two :36” GI;iI(I:(IIFrs
with French Fries wghCazgo?Sod;ps

& 2 Liter Soda
$33.50 +Tax

$17.99 +7ax

$25.99 +7ax

FOOTBALL SEASON IS BACK!!!

') One Large
1 Topping Pizza,

10 Buffalo Wings
& 2 Liter Soda

$32 . 99 +Tax

20 Buffalo Wings

Z) One Party Size

Cheese Pizza,

& 2 Liter Soda
$44.50 +Tax

One

Party Size
Pizza w/
3 Toppings
$29.99 +Tax

e
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DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 ..... $8.95
Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda .................. $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda .

Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ....
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda.....

Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda....... ...$14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..........ccuu..... $15.50
10” Cheese PiZZaA ...c.ccciiimmiiiiie i mnnn e nnnnnes $8.95 EFach Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda .....ccc....... $10.99

Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda

Pocket with Fries &
FREE Can of Soda

$14.25.7ax

@ 8” Grinder or Pita @ One Large

@One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$40. 99 +Tax
Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com

2 Topping Pizza &
FREE 2 Liter Soda

$23. 99 +Tax

@Large 1 Topping Pizza,
Small Cheese Calzone,

10 Wings $43.50 +7ax

@)One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +7ax

2 Liter Soda &
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By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

When will Congress
repay Social Security
money taken years ago?

Dear Rusty:

I seem to remember
that Congress borrowed a
total of 4 trillion dollars
from SS back in the 1980s
and 1990s. When will this
be repaid with interest?

Signed:
Concerned Senior

Dear Concerned Senior:

I’m afraid your recol-
lection is not correct — no
politicians (Congress or
Presidents) have ever taken
money from the Social
Security Trust Funds — not
in the 1980s, nor 1990s,
not ever.

Congress and
Presidents are prevented
by law from using Social
Security money for any
purpose other than paying
SS benefits to beneficiaries
and for paying the operat-
ing costs of administering
the program.

Some significant
changes to the Social
Security program were,
indeed, made in the years
you mention, but those
changes essentially saved
Social Security from
defaulting on monthly SS
payment obligations.

In 1983, Congress and
President Reagan enact-
ed some income tax on
received SS benefits for
those with higher incomes
and which added to Social
Security’s revenue, thus
avoiding a benefit cut.

Then in 1993,
Congress and President
Clinton expanded that
legislation to increase the
taxation of received Social
Security benefits to pro-
vide additional SS revenue.

What you may be
remembering is the polit-
ical rhetoric from those
days, which opined that
Congress had stolen,
squandered or borrowed
(and should repay) Social
Security money used for
other purposes.

And that rhetoric orig-
inated because of the way
received SS revenue from
payroll FICA tax is invest-
ed.

Social Security rev-
enue, when received, is
immediately invested in
special-issue government
bonds, which pay interest
(just like normal govern-
ment “T-bills”).

The difference is
that these SS bonds are
redeemable, with interest,
upon demand and as need-
ed by SSA to pay monthly
benefits. This means that
SS gets additional interest
income from these invest-
ments accounting for about
$69 billion in extra SS
income in 2025.

Some folks, howev-
er, feel that because the
U.S. Treasury gets the
actual cash received for
those SS investments, that
the money is used by the
Treasury for other purpos-
es. Which is, of course,

true — just as the govern-
ment uses all income
received from all revenue
sources to pay for govern-
ment programs.

So, rather than view-
ing those SS bonds as
investments, some view
them as “money borrowed”
and sometimes call the
bonds “worthless 10Us.”
This, of course, is not at
all the case, because every
dollar invested in those
special issue government
bonds has been (and still
is) used only for valid
Social Security purposes
and results in extra SS rev-
enue from interest.

Nevertheless, those
accusations were prevalent
in the 1980s and 1990s
when the changes to tax
SS benefits were enacted.
Indeed, we still regular-
ly hear and refute similar
rhetoric these days in our
capacity as Social Security
Advisors.

We’ve written many
articles on this topic,
all of which are avail-
able at the AMAC
Foundation’s two main
websites at www.amac-
foundation.org, and www.
SocialSecurityReport.org.

To answer your specif-
ic question “when will this
(money) be repaid with
interest?” The answer is -
there is nothing to repay.
All monies ever received
for Social Security pur-
poses have been invested
in special interest-bearing
government bonds, which
are redeemed (with inter-
est paid) weekly as need-
ed to pay Social Security
benefits to those who have
earned and are entitled to
them.

These bonds are
secured by the “full faith
and credit of the U.S. gov-
ernment,” a financial des-
ignation which is globally
considered to be “excep-
tionally low risk.”

FYI, the SS Trust
Fund reserves held about
$2.5 trillion in investments
as of the end of 2025,
down from about $2.9 tril-
lion in 2020. The Trust
Fund total is now being
regularly depleted because
incoming SS revenue has
not been sufficient to pay
100% of SS benefit obliga-
tions since 2021, so Trust
Fund reserves are now
being used to pay full ben-
efits.

And therein lies
the crux of the Social
Security solvency issue,
which is why the pro-
gram so urgently needs
Congressional reform
before the SS reserves in
the Trust Funds run dry in
2032, after which every-
one would see a cut in
their monthly SS benefits.
Congress must enact SS
reform now.

The Association

See SECURITY, page 5

Friends with more questions

he threat of night time
temperatures in
the 30s sure

have us gar-
deners on the
move.

I had a
few questions
from friends
this week that
pertained to the
change in sea-
sons. Read on;
maybe you can
relate!

One of my friends asked
if she should harvest all of
her unripe peppers, and if
they would continue to ripen
indoors.

Peppers will only con-
tinue to fully ripen (i.e.
change from green to their
ripe color) if they are show-
ing a hint of their ripe color.
They definitely won’t be as
sweet as if they ripened on
the vine, and they will lose
a little of their mass as they
sit, but they would still be a
great addition to a stir fry or
sauce.
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By Ellenor Downer

*

by
Roberta MclQuato

I generally harvest all of
my unripe peppers and keep
them one layer deep in my
cool mudroom, using or dis-
carding as I go.

Another question came
in about the use of Neem as
an insecticide. My friend put
her houseplants outdoors for
the summer months and is
concerned about bringing
hitch-hikers inside where
plants will be in close quar-
ters.

We always spray tender
plants such as Rosemary or
Bay with Safer’s Soap or a
Sun oil before returning

Common Nighthawk

Bird reported recent
Esightings of common
nighthawks at the
Rutland Prison Camps in

Rutland and in Worcester.

The common nighthawk
is a medium sized (8.7 to 9.8
inches long) nocturnal bird
of the nightjar family found
in both the Americas. It is

them to the greenhouse for
the winter.
Neem works a
bit different-
ly but like the
others is also
a less toxic
approach.
Neem oil
comes from
the Neem tree
(Azadirachta indi-
ca), which grows
naturally in India and

Southeast Asia.

It is an effective pesti-
cide, miticide and fungicide
for both indoor and outdoor
plants. You can buy it ready
to use or in oil form which
needs to be mixed with water
and a small amount of dish
detergent right before use.
This will help it blend nicely
and disperse evenly.

Neem is effective
against spider mite, white
flies, scale, mealybug and
aphids — all of which are
typical houseplant pests.
It kills them by disrupting

See GARDEN, page 5

typically dark colored: gray,
black or brown with intricate
patterns providing camou-
flage and making them dif-
ficult to spot during daytime.

They are mostly
observed in flight. The slen-
der body, long wings (wing
span 20 to 24 inches) and
white wing patches on the
wings make them easy to
identify.

Although they have a
small beak, there mouth is
large. They have noticeable
barring on their sides and
abdomen and short legs.

Its life span is about
four to five years. The males
of this species may roost
together, but the bird is pri-
marily solitary.

The common night-
hawk is the only nighthawk
occurring over the majority
of northern North America.
During migration common
nighthawks may travel 1,600
to 4,200 miles, one of North
America’s longer migrations.

They migrate by day
or night in loose flocks, fre-
quently numbering in the
thousands. An aerial insecti-
vore, the migrants will feed
en route and congregate in
marshes, rivers and lake-
shores.

The best time to see
them during migration is in
late afternoon into the eve-
ning.

See BIRDS, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the Serving the ciy since 1995
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We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli
thesun@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun
is published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@

©
{at

Turley®

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
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sun.turley.com
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(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

| etters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

he 2025-26 flu sea-
son was a humding-
er. About 31 million

flu-related illnesses and
24,000 deaths were reported
— from a disease that can be
mostly prevented or at least
mitigated with an annual flu
shot.

This year’s flu season,
however, brings with it a
new flu vaccine that works
differently from the tradi-
tional ones. It holds promise,

VOour
healtn

but I don’t think you should
rush out and find it just yet.
Earlier this month, the
FDA approved mFLUSIVA,
an mRNA flu vaccine from
Moderna, which is based in
Cambridge. It was mRNA
technology that allowed the
creation of COVID-19 vac-
cines so quickly during the
pandemic and, even though
controversy and skepticism
persist, the vaccines had a
role in ending the pandemic

In The News ¢

New flu vaccine comes with a dose of uncertainty

and getting us back to our
usual lives.

The flu vaccine created
through mRNA (or “messen-
ger RNA”) doesn’t have to
be incubated in chicken eggs
like traditional vaccines. The
encoded genetic information
instructs the body to pro-
duce a fragment of a virus
that then sets off a stronger
immune response that was
27% more effective than
regular flu shots, according
to the FDA.

The formula can be
adjusted to “rapidly emerg-
ing new flu strains, a capac-
ity we have not had before,”
Georges C. Benjamin,
executive director of the
American Public Health
Association, told the New
York Times. It was approved
for adults over the age of 50,
especially those with under-
lying health conditions.

The vaccine is being
rolled out this fall, but there

are a few caveats.

One is side effects. The
stronger immune response
may mean that you expe-
rience more in the way of
fever, injection-site pain and
headache than with the tra-
ditional vaccine. That’s to
be expected; however, some
people may wish to avoid
those side effects.

Another is availability.
Moderna says mFLUSIVA
will be available “in a few
weeks” at “select retailers”
this fall, but we don’t know
what that means yet for your
local pharmacy.

There’s also a question
of ongoing testing. The FDA
granted accelerated approval
in time for the coming flu
season based on a Phase III
clinical trial with more than
20,000 participants. This
allows Moderna to market
and distribute mFLUSIVA,
but final approval depends
on the outcome of a Phase

IV clinical trial to verify its
benefits.

Who will pay for the
new vaccine? It might be
you.

Medicare, Medicare
Advantage and private insur-
ers typically won’t cover a
vaccine until it’s approved
by a CDC committee known
as ACIP, the Advisory
Committee on Immunization
Practices. The committee
hasn’t met for over a year
after a judge voided appoint-
ments made by Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., secretary of
Health and Human Services.
A new CDC director was
only recently confirmed by
the Senate. Stay tuned.

The takeaway is clear:
Do not assume mFLUSIVA
will be covered at zero cost.
Contact your health insur-
ance provider or Medicare
plan directly to verify
whether you’ll have to pay
out-of-pocket.

And don’t wait to see
if you can get the mRNA
vaccine. Protect yourself
and your family by getting
regular flu shots as early
in the season as you can.
Remember that it takes
about two weeks for your
body to develop enough
antibodies to fight off the
flu.

Flu season is inevitable.
Getting the flu doesn’t have
to be.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, a Monson res-
ident, is a registered nurse
and board-certified patient
advocate. She is the author
of several books on advo-
cacy and founder of Nurse
Advocate Entrepreneur,
which equips medical pro-
fessionals with the knowl-
edge and skills to start their
own advocacy business-
es. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

BIRDS, from page 4

During flight, their
vocalization is a nasal
“peent” or “beernt.” Peak
vocalizations are report-
ed 30 to 45 minutes after
sunset. The male makes a
croaking “auk auk auk” in
the presence of a female
during courtship.

Night time feeding is
rare. The most common
insects in their diets are
butterflies and moths. They
actively avoid eating flies.

Artificial light sourc-
es such as parking lots
attracts them in an effort to
forage for insects enticed
by the light. They even fly
extremely low over the sur-
face of water to drink.

Nighthawks preferred
breeding and nesting habi-
tat is forested regions with

rocky outcrops, clearings,
burned areas or spots with
small patches of sand grav-
el.

The female lays six to
seven eggs on a bare rock,
gravel or even in lichens.
Both male and female feed
the young are by regurgi-
tation usually before sun-
rise and after sunset. The
male also feeds the female
during nesting.

Sandhill crane

After writing about
sandhill cranes, in the most
recent bird column, I saw
a sandhill crane in a field
in Hardwick near the New
Braintree line by the Ware
River.

On my return, I saw a
crane in a different location
of the same field. I was not
sure it was the same one or
a different one.

Flocking
Canada geese
In my travels, I saw

several flocks of Canada
geese. There was a small
flock in New Braintree and
a larger flock in a harvest-
ed corn field in Spencer.
The large flock were
migrating south for the
winter. I’'m not sure if the
smaller group summered
here or not.
Wild turkeys

Wild turkeys are a
familiar sight. This week I
saw a hen turkey with her
slightly smaller poults on
a lawn in Barre. Last week
I saw a small flock of Tom
turkeys.

People may report a
bird sighting by emailing
edowner@turley.com or
calling or texting 774-262-
5882.

SE CURI TK from page 4

Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-

ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-

i
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ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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CLUES AGROSS

1. Difficult

5. Coarsely ground corn

9. A group of similar things
ordered one after
another

11. Loved Romeo

13. Something to solve

15. Pelvic areas

16. Informal debt
instrument

17. Ineffective

19. A device attached to a

22. “Fresh Prince of __ Air”

23. Astronomer Sagan

25. C. Utah city

26. Turkey

27. Informal terms for
money

one

29. Awakens

31. Those who favored
Prohibition

33. Blabbed

34. Looked through

36. Rhode Island rebellion

38. A type of “cast”

44, Semitic Sun god
46. Ancient Greek City
48. Removed someone’s

54, Most unnatural
56. “Dennis” is a notable

57. Ointments
58. Examination
59. Leaked fluid

CLUES DOWN
1. Brave
2. A state of excitement
3. Jest at
4. Sandwich store
5. Chapter of the Koran
6. Dismounted from a

39. One’s duty horse
41. Where golfers begin 7. Small vehicle
43, Make a mistake 8. Irked

Samoa

workbench head 11. Alist of woes
21. Related on the mother’s  52. A place to stay 12. Weight unit
side 53. Unwise 14. Alone, single

Bernadette

18. Monetary unit of Serbia
20. Worn by exposure to

the weather

9. A disreputable man
10. Monetary unit of

15. Broadway legend

24. Abody of traditions

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

26. Students seek one

28. Hydrophilic amino acid

30. Nasal mucus

32. Branch of U.S.
Congress

34. Swinish

35. Russian assembly

37. Grant an exemption to

38. Set up in advance

40. Satisfy

42, Felt

43, Mild yellow Dutch
cheese made in balls

45, Witnesses

47, Strong insects

49. Gasteyer and de Armas
are two

50. One of an ancient
people inhabiting
Scotland

51. Cheerless

55. Unhealthy

GARDEN, from page 4

their reproductive cycles and
feeding patterns.

My advice would be to
spray in the shade or when
skies are overcast since
sometimes neem can cause
a phytotoxic effect and it can
kill bees if sprayed directly.
Always spray a small area of
the plant first as a test, and
if no damage is visible a day
later, coat the surface and
undersides of the leaves as
well as the stem.

Using this approach,
clean plants will delight my
friend’s window sills this fall
and winter.

My coworker kept jok-
ing with me that a plant that
she was gifted would never,
ever bloom. Well, I kept

watch over the neighbor’s,
checking in on its progress.

About two weeks ago
I informed her that flowers
were on the way. She finally
sent me a picture of her plant
and it was following suit.

First buds and then
flowers! Yay!

The plant in question
is The Nippon Daisy, better
known as the Montauk Daisy
(Nipponanthemum nippon-
icum). When most flowers
are calling it quits, this late
season perennial is just get-
ting started.

The plant is shrub-like,
so it blends in well in the
landscape with bushes or
other specimen perennials,
growing 1.5-3 feet tall and
3-5 feet wide. It looks like
a regular white daisy, only

more robust.

Enjoy them now through
the first heavy frost. Plant in
full sun; cut back a bit in the
spring to keep them growing
upright. It is both deer and
rabbit resistant.

I hope that you enjoy
these timely, friendly ques-
tions.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.

Rev. Duy Le

OFFICE HOURS:

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

(413) 533-7728

of Holyoke, MA

(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

Very Rev. Michael Pierz

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
WEEKEND MASS:
Saturday: 4 p.m.

10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS:

(9 a.m. on legal holidays)
Reconciliation
Monday-Saturday: 8 a.m.
Saturday: 3:15 p.m.
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS:

Monday - Saturday

Rosary: 8:05 a.m.
15 Maple St., Holyoke

(413) 532-5661

=

Blessed Sacrament Parish
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.
Our Lady of the Cross Parish

Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Monday - Saturday: 8:30 a.m.

Divine Mercy Chaplet: 7:50 a.m.
Parish Offices are located at:
Monday - Friday: 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

parish@ourladyofthecross.com

CHURCH

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Social media:

WORSHIP:

Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), and

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:

stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

Your =2
Community

Church

facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.
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Powell then talks
about how life con-
nects to the exhibit and
the Victorian eras. \

“We still talk
about life. Like what
did life look like for
men and women ver-
sus what was the issues
they had health wise, or
complication wise, war,
childbirth,” Powell said.
“And then how does that
merge into death. The
Victorians, because the
civil war, so many casu-
alties most soldiers were
buried in mass burials. They
wouldn’t have like pieces of
their loved ones. So, before
they would go off to war,
they might give a memento
of their hair or something.
And then as those people
come back, they would take
postmortem photos. And
that is still where we’re get-
ting some of those pieces
of like, mourning, that we
have. Like when my cat
passed away, I had a piece
of memorial jewelry made
of her paw print. So in a
way, how we’re respecting
it is we find those tangible
pieces that connects us to
people back then. And the
Victorian era influenced all
of our mourning things. We
wear black. We are very
quiet, sometimes our fami-
lies come in and take care of
us. All those things start in
the Victorian era.”

Death connects us all
Powell explains how the
exhibit from the past can be
applied to the present.

“No matter what death
effects us,” Powell said.
“And when you kind of
bring similar sentiments,
you immediately feel that
because like whether you
felt that or you feel loss,
that’s how you connect it.
So when we see other peo-
ple grieving as we did and

collecting those
objects, it just kind of
breaks away. And hope-
fully it helps people in
some way process death a
little bit better by seeing
the empathy that comes
from people in the past and
how it echoes to today.”

Archivist and Assistant
Currator Kate Bowlin laud-
ed the work of Powell in
putting the new exhibit.

“Rachel was the one
who conceptualized it
and really put it together,”
Bowlin said. “So a big
part of my role
was finding the
items. There’s a
condolence letter
that’s in there, and
garments that are on display.
So, I was pulling those,
examining them to make
sure they can go on display.
Rachel took car of writing
the labels and the informa-
tion. So, I was kind of like
a reference for her. It was
a team effort putting it all
together.”

This exhibit features
historical clothing, includ-
ing mourning attire, books
and photographs specific to
the Skinner family, and jew-
elry and wealth’s made of
hair as mementos. Gallery
hours are Mondays at 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and Tuesdays
at 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

There is historical
attire and a prayer
book among
the items
on display.

Turley Photos by Christina Gioscia

Some of the hair jewelry that can be viewed in the exhibit.

B 0 WLIN, from page 1

and a sense of like coming
together. You get that par-
tially by telling stories, and
that’s essentially what his-
tory is, it’s just storytelling.”

History connects us to
our current society, Bowlin
shares how that impact hap-
pens.

“I am very community
focused,” she said. “I think
that community is the anti-
dote to like consumerism
and prejudice and all that
stuff. Just getting to know
people, makes all of that,
you know, less because it’s

hard most of the time prej-
udices come about because
you fear what you don’t
know. And so, the more you
get to know, it’s like “Well,
I don’t have to be scared of
someone who’s different
than me.” And like, peo-
ple are meant, you know,
everybody talks about we’re
social creatures. We’'re
meant to be connected.
We’re meant to be around
people. And so that’s just so
incredibly important to me.”

The new assistant cura-
tor came from the southwest
and is new to the area.

“So, I'm from

Albuquerque, New Mexico,”
said Bowlin. “And during
the pandemic, I was laid off
from my job and then kind
of just started thinking about
what do I want to do now.
I’ve always loved libraries,
museums, and archives. And
I knew I just wanted to be a
part of that. And so, I came
out here for the program at
Simmons University. I found
lots of great friends and lots
of great community there. I
came out here, did that, got
some internships in archives
and really enjoyed the work
I was doing so much. And
so, when Wistariahearst

came up, the position of
archivist and assistant cura-
tor, it was kind of perfect.
It was everything that I was
wanting to do.”

Anyone can come into
the archives by appointment
and view historical pieces.
Bowlin says, “If you want
to look at old pictures, you
can do that. Email us from
the website and set up an
appointment, I would love
to have people in.” Whether
someone is doing academ-
ic research or is simply
curious, they can set up an
appointment with Bowlin to
view the archives.

LE GA C K from page 1

Garcia said.

Collamore consistently
showed up to school com-
mittee meetings to offer his
perspective and in-depth
knowledge of Holyoke.

As a former student of
Holyoke Public Schools he
had a keen insight into the
system and how the com-
mittee could continue to
improve.

Additionally, Collamore
attended as many HPS
events as he could. He
enjoyed his time getting to
know and support the stu-
dents, faculty, staff and fam-
ilies of the district.

His dedication to HPS
and Holyoke as a whole has
earned him much admiration
from his fellow community
members.

“His service has never
seemed to be about recog-
nition or personal credit,”
Garcia said. “He has consis-
tently been willing to put in
the time, listen to different
perspectives, and advocate
for what he believes will
benefit our community and
our students. That kind of
sustained commitment is not
always easy, and it is some-
thing I deeply respect.”

In addition to his time
on the school committee,
Collamore has made many

other significant impacts on
Holyoke.

One of his other big
accomplishments is his
role as a founding incor-
porator of the International
Volleyball Hall of Fame in
1978.

During his time with the
Hall, he served as vice-pres-
ident, longtime Executive
Committee member, and
Exhibit Hall Committee
chairman.

Collamore remained on
the Board of Directors until
he passed, making him the
longest-serving board mem-
ber of the Hall.

His co-workers at the
Hall appreciated all the time,
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effort and energy he put into
the Hall.

“He coordinated exhib-
its and displays, oversaw
maintenance, and devot-
ed years to helping ensure
that volleyball’s histo-
ry had a permanent home
where it could be preserved
and shared with visitors,”
Executive Director George
Mulry said.

Collamore received
three honors for his time at
the Hall. He received the
Mintonette Medallion of
Merit in 1999 and 2007 as
well as the IVHF President’s
Award in 2019.

All of these awards
were meant to highlight

ADVOCACY
Enterprises

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

Collamore’s dedication to
the Hall.

Collamore did not stop
at the Volleyball Hall of
Fame. He also was a found-
ing member of the Holyoke
Public Schools Athletic Hall
of Fame in 2017.

He was also a retired
firefighter for Holyoke
and he served in the U.S.
army for two years. With
the exception of those two
years in the army, he spent
his entire life in Ward 6 of
Holyoke.

Overall, Collamore was
a highly impactful member
of the Holyoke community.
Those who knew him were
all inspired by his commit-

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

Support for patients and families.
Training for professional patient advocates.
Expert guidance and consulting.

LEARN MORE

www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

ment to serving Holyoke.

Garcia hopes to take
some of the lessons he
learned from Collamore into
his future as a public ser-
vant.

“He has shown me that
public service is not about
always having the loudest
voice in the room; it is about
listening, being thoughtful,
showing up, and continuing
to do the work,” Garcia said.

Collamore will be fond-
ly remembered by all of
Holyoke.

“No memorial is big
enough to capture the impact
of Mr. Collamore,” School
Committee Chair Yadilette
Rivera-Col6n said.

) NEPAC

New England Patient Advocacy Conference

NEPAC 2026

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

REGISTER TODAY
www.patientadvocacyconference.com

$1200/week

207-607-9333

FIVE ISLANDS

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

Tabin’s hat  Girls defeat

trick leads :
Holyoke  Greenfield

over Wa re Holyoke High School girls

soccer team inched closer

to .500 with a high-scoring

. HOLYOKE - Last Monday win over Greenfield 7-4

in rainy conditions, Nayan Tabin last Friday afternoon. Kvra

scored three of Holyoke’s four Li Y Y

. . ippman had a huge game

goals in a 4-2 win over Ware. For for the Knichts. She scored

Holyoke, they are now 3-5-2 on the regu- all seveng OZ;]S for the
lar season. Coming up, the Knights will face £

Granby High School on Wednesday, Oct. 14 at

sports@turley.com

Kayleigh
Coutinho
receives a pass
and looks up the
field for an open
teammate.

Gavin Diaz
sends a pass
up the middle  ©
of the field.

A TURLEY PUBLI

get assists a
on four of f/
the goals. -,‘;
Holyoke is
now 4-5 and
looks to get back to
the .500 mark on
Friday afternoon,
Oct. 9, when they
host Chicopee at 4
p.m.

Knights in the matchup,
Leilany Figueroa would

Below, Ishanellys
Rivera veers
right to avoid

an oncoming
opponent.

T i e R

Kyra Lippman makes a pass up the field.

Sl e

Patrick Smith 0’Connor traps the
ball making a play on defense.

T

TS et
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Iyl o TR s T

— e ]
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Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Xevier Davila tries to get around
an opponent.

Isiah Frazer heads the ball away. Leilany Figueroa fights to take possession of the ball. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Holyoke Community women’s soccer victorious in ‘Pink Out' game

A//yn breaks all-time Cougars had the offense roll-  while assisting on two others. HCC women's soccer all-time Lacen (Chicopee, MA / Lowe (Ware, MA / Pathfinder

inal ing on their way to a 10-2 Allyn's 12 points sets a new record for goals scored in a Chicopee HS) had the best Regional HS) potted a goal
Sing e'game win over regional opponent HCC women's soccer all- game, matched previously by offensive performance of her and added an assist, and
HCC Scor Ing [ecort d Quinsigamond CC. time record for points scored three players (Madisyn Davis collegiate soccer career, scor- sophomore Ivelise Aponte

HOLYOKE — Women's
soccer donned their pink
on the first day of October
in support of breast can-
cer awareness. The Lady

Sophomore Emma Allyn
(Holyoke, MA / Hampshire
Regional HS) spearhead-
ed the attack from her cen-
ter midfield position, scor-
ing an impressive five goals

in a game, beating out the
11-point mark previously set
by three players (Nikki Callini
in 2013, Tai Lopez in 2012
and Julie Peltier in 1990). Her
five goals in the game ties the

in 2025, Tai Lopez in 2012
and Julie Peltier in 1990).
Allyn has tallied 15 goals and
eight assists for 38 points in
the seven games played this
season. Sophomore Yanelis

ing Holyoke's first two goals
before assisting on another.
Freshman Scarlett Mendes
(Holyoke, MA / Holyoke HS)
notched a pair of goals in the
win. Sophomore Samantha

Gonzalez (Chicopee, MA /
Chicopee HS) recorded two
assists.

Women's soccer has a
4-0-0 regional record and a
5-2-0 overall record.
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Museum set to host annual
Forestdale Cemetery tours

HOLYOKE - Step
past the cemetery gates and
peer behind the veil with
Wistariahurst Museum as
our volunteers channel the
spirits of Holyoke's ances-
tors, leading you through
the meandering paths
of Forestdale Cemetery.
Established in 1860,
Forestdale Cemetery is a
serene yet beautiful land-
scape and the final resting
place for many of Holyoke's
founding families, poli-
ticians, and other notables
who helped breathe life into
the city. Guests will walk
amongst the monuments,
markers, crypts, and crosses
to discover the mystique of
Holyoke's vibrant heritage.

The tours will be held
on Saturday, Oct. 10 with
tours starting at 3 and 3:20
p.m. More time slots may
open as tours fill up.

This tour will lead
guests throughout the upper,
paved level of the cemetery.
A knowledgeable guide will
share the meanings behind
grave markers’ iconogra-
phy and will lead guests to
the graves of notable fig-
ures in Holyoke history.
Witariahurst volunteers por-
traying these historical fig-
ures will share information
about their lives and deaths.

Cemetery Tours at
Forestdale Cemetery
include walking and stand-
ing on cement and gravel

walkways, with tours last-
ing around forty-five min-
utes to one hour. To fully
enjoy this tour, we ask that
guests wear comfortable
shoes and weather-appropri-
ate clothing. In the event of
rain, the tours will be can-
celed, refunded, and not
rescheduled. Wistariahurst
Museum's Cemetery Tours
blend history, concepts of
the afterlife, and local con-
nections to create an unfor-
gettable outing.

Tickets for this delight-
fully spooky and educational
tour sell fast, so make sure to
purchase your tickets before
they’re gone. Additional time
slots may be available if the
current time slots sell out.

Doors will open in Holyoke

HOLYOKE - On
Saturday, Oct. 17, Doors
Open Holyoke will welcome
local residents and visitors
alike to a day filled with his-
tory, fun and exploration.

Now in its 6th
year, Doors Open
Holyoke gives the local com-
munity, history buffs and
curiosity seekers a unique,
behind-the-scenes perspective
of the first planned industri-
al city in the United States.
Modeled on similar events
that started taking place in
France in the early 1980's as
a way to inspire more interest
in places of historical, cultur-

al, and architectural signifi-
cance, the upstart Holyoke
initiative has been growing
steadily every season.

Enjoy a special day
where all activities are free
and open to everyone.
Locations include tours
of Holyoke City Hall’s
Ballroom, Victory Theatre, an
Open House at Holyoke Fire
Department (High St loca-
tion), Wistariahurst Museum,
the Children’s Museum,
Merry-Go-Round and the
Volleyball Hall of Fame.
Though scheduled activities
take place between 10:00
AM and 3:00 PM, specific

{1

operating hours differ across
participating sites. Please
visit Explore Holyoke for
complete information. Doors
Open is free to attend and is
an all-ages function.

“For residents as well
as visitors, Doors Open is
an opportunity to discov-
er Holyoke’s hidden gems,”
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia said,
“and learn about our history,
and connect with the institu-
tions and places that shaped
our city.”

Doors Open Holyoke is
brought to you by the Office
of Planning and Economic
Development (OPED),
the Tourism Advisory
Committee and funded by
the MA Gaming Community
Mitigation Grant. Please con-
tact Development Specialist
Heather Kies at kiesh@holy-
oke.org to learn more.

Darkened Hallways returning to Wistariahurst

H OLY O K E
— Wistariahurst Museum is
delighted to welcome guests
for our Darkened Hallways
Tours this fall. Guests will
be immersed in an evening
of spine-tingling discovery
and feel the lingering energy
of past inhabitants and work-
ers who once occupied the
museum’s haunted halls. Our
docent “ghost host” will lead
visitors through the home by
candlelight and will uncover

stories of the Skinner fam-
ily, the tragedy that moved
their home and business to
Holyoke, and other chilling
tales from the mansion's his-
tory.

“These tours are a
perfect opportunity to
get to know the museum
after dark,” Megan Seiler,
Museum Director, com-
ments.

This exclusive guid-
ed tour of Wistariahurst

Museum includes standing,
walking, and transitioning
between the first and sec-
ond floors using our Grand
Staircase in dim lighting.
If you are interested in our
Darkened Hallways Tours
and have any questions
about accessibility, please
reach out to us at info@wis-
tariahurst.org. This is a rare
opportunity to experience a
guided tour in the bewitch-
ing hours of the night.

Join us for an unfor-
gettable exploration of
the supernatural side of
Wistariahurst. Unlock the
secrets, embrace the mystery,
and dare to tread where his-
tory meets the paranormal.
Secure your spot for an eve-
ning that promises intrigue
and spine-tingling excite-
ment, these tickets sell fast
so grab yours now! An addi-
tional tour may be added if
the first tour sells out.

Trailer Trash performs benefit concert for Harmony House

CHICOPEE - The pop-
ular local band Trailer Trash
is performing a concert to
benefit Harmony House of
Western Massachusetts, a
nonprofit home providing
compassionate end-of-life
care and companionship to
hospice patients in need. The
concert will be on Friday,
Nov. 6 at the Portuguese
American Club located at
149 Exchange Street in
Chicopee. Tickets can be pur-

chased in advance online for
$20 or at the door for $25.
Doors open at 6:15 p.m.,
with the concert commenc-
ing at 7 p.m. Known for their
high-energy performances,
Trailer Trash will bring their
modern country sound to the
stage for an evening of music
and dancing while raising
funds to sustain the work of
Harmony House. The event
will also include raffles, food
for purchase from Pizza Lino

» Public Notices

Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131

§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands
Protection Ordinance, the City of
Holyoke Conservation Commis-
sion will hold a Public Hearing
on Thursday, October 22nd,
2026, at 6:15 p.m. remotely
via Zoom at https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89521165144?pwd=
cleacg226QH8BVKaXl17cQs7Fb
H7seP.1 on a Request for De-
termination of Applicability
(RDA) filed by Holyoke Revolv-
er Club on behalf of Tom Serric-
chio for construction of a 85 x
15’ pavilion on existing slab with
no proposed ground disturbance
or vegetation removal. Wetland
delineation was approved under
prior RDA in 2024. The pro-
posed work will occur within
the 100 foot buffer of a resource
area.

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson
10/09/2026

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
Trial Court of Massachusetts
Juvenile Court Department
Worcester County
Juvenile Court
225 Main Street

Worcester, MA 01608
508-831-2000
DOCKET NUMBER:
26CP0185WC
SUMMONS BY
PUBLICATION
CARE AND PROTECTION,
TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS

TO: Father of Jahmyra Ke-
Yani Poteat:

A petition has been presented
to this court by Department of
Children and Families, seeking,
as to the following child, Jah-
myra Poteat, that said child be
found in need of care and pro-
tection and committed to the De-
partment of Children and Fam-
ilies. The court may dispense
the rights of the persons named
herein to receive notice of or to
consent to any legal proceeding
affecting the adoption, custody,
or guardianship or any other dis-
position of the child named here-
in, if it finds that the child is in
need of care and protection and
that the best interests of the child
would be served by said disposi-
tion.

You are hereby ORDERED
to appear in this court, at the
court address set forth above,
on the following date and time:

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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with a portion of proceeds
being donated to Harmony
House, and a cash bar.

The event is supported
by local sponsors, includ-
ing headlining sponsor
Yankee Home. Additional
sponsorship opportuni-
ties are available at www.
HarmonyHouseWMA .org/
trailertrashconcert or by
emailing development@
HarmonyHouseWMA .org.

Community members

11/18/2026 at 08:30 AM Status
Hearing

You may bring an attorney
with you. If you have a right to
an attorney and if the court deter-
mines that you are indigent, the
court will appoint an attorney to
represent you.

If you fail to appear, the
court may proceed on that date
and any date thereafter to a tri-
al on the merits and adjudica-
tion of this matter.

For further information call
the Office of the Clerk-Magis-
trate at 508-831-2000.

WITNESS: Hon. Mary Beth
Keating, FIRST JUSTICE,
DATE ISSUED: 08/20/2026,

Brendan J. Moran,
Clerk-Magistrate
10/02, 10/09, 10/16/2026

City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
Invitation to Bid
IFB 2027-1PD PD
Lighting Upgrades
The Work under this Contract
consists of interior lighting up-
grades at the Holyoke Police
Department Building, including
removal and proper recycling or

can also get involved with
Harmony House by volun-
teering.

If you might be inter-
ested in providing care and
companionship to our res-
idents, organizing spe-
cial projects to engage
our residents, or support-
ing our fundraising efforts,
please email admin@
HarmonyHouseWMA.org. To
learn more, please visit www.
HarmonyHouseWMA .org.

disposal of existing fluorescent
lamps, ballasts, and selected
complete luminaires; furnish-
ing and installing ballast-bypass
LED replacement lamps; fur-
nishing and installing integrated
LED flat-panel luminaires; fur-
nishing and installing compati-
ble wall dimmers and associated
control wiring; testing; labeling;
cleaning; closeout documenta-
tion; and all incidental work nec-
essary to provide complete and
operational lighting installations.
Quantities are approximate and
payment will be based on actual
authorized and accepted quanti-
ties.

Starting on October 7th,
2026 at 10AM documents will
be available electronically by
requesting from  morrowj@
holyoke.org. Bids will be re-
ceived until 2PM on October
29th, 2026 at which time they
will be opened publicly and
read.

This Project constitutes pub-
lic-building ~ work  estimated
to cost more than $50,000 but
not more than $150,000. Bid-
ding procedures and award of
the Contract shall be governed
by M.G.L. c. 149, §44A(2)(C),
using the competitive bidding

S0EE |

Fall fun with the
bike/walk committee

SOUTH HADLEY-
The bike/walk committee
is having a Lithia Springs
Vernal Pool Trek on Oct.
24 at 10 a.m. meet at the
hikers lot next door to
502 Ambherst Rd. in South
Hadley. Join them for an
Autumn trek to the Vernal
pools.

There will be a
Halloween Bike ride
on Oct. 31 at 1 p.m. to
McCray’s Farm for a

spooky Halloween treat.
Meet at the South Hadley
Center Pavilion across the
street from The Village
Commons. Costumes must
be safe to ride in and hel-
mets must be worn.

On Nov. 14 at 10 a.m.
join the bike/walk commit-
tee for a day of walking at
the Ashley Reservoir. This
will be a 2.3 mile walk with
a 3.5 mile walk option as
well.

D -
o
.
-
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procedures set forth in M.G.L.
c. 30, §39M, and by all other
applicable provisions of Massa-
chusetts law. The estimated value
of this Contract is approximately
$61,000.00. This Project is fund-
ed in whole or in part through
the U.S. Department of Energy
Energy Efficiency and Conser-
vation Block Grant Program.
The Contractor and all Subcon-
tractors shall comply with the
federal requirements included in
the Contract Documents that are
applicable to the Work.

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid
Conference will be held at 10:00
AM on October 15, 2026 at the
Holyoke Police Station, 138 Ap-
pleton St, Holyoke, MA 01040.
Attendance is encouraged but
is not required as a condition
of submitting a Bid. Bid Doc-
uments do not contain a room-
by-room location schedule and
as such, Bidders should use the
walkthrough to observe fixture
types, access constraints, ceiling
conditions, emergency-lighting
conditions, and other reasonably
observable conditions affecting
the Work.

Attention is called to the min-
imum wage rates required to
be paid for all labor performed

under this Contract. Wage rates
are established in the applicable
schedule issued by the Massa-
chusetts Department of Labor
Standards in accordance with
M.G.L. c. 149, §§26 through
27H, and in the applicable wage
determination issued by the Unit-
ed States Department of Labor in
accordance with the Davis-Ba-
con and Related Acts. The appli-
cable Massachusetts and federal
wage schedules are included in
the Contract Documents.

Every Bid shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit in the
amount of five percent (5%) of
the Bid. The bid deposit shall be
in the form of a bid bond, cash,
certified check, treasurer’s check,
or cashier’s check issued by a re-
sponsible bank or trust company
and payable to the City of Holy-
oke.

The Work shall achieve Sub-
stantial Completion no later than
December 30, 2026.

The Awarding Authority re-
serves the right to reject any or
all Bids if it is in the public in-
terest to do so and to waive in-
formalities only to the extent per-
mitted by applicable law.
10/09/2026
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD
(1.5-2 YRS) STORED INSIDE
OFF THE GROUND.

Cut, split, free delivery within 10 miles.
$350 per cord.

Call 413-218-3918.

MISCELLANEOUS

4 NOKIAN STUDDED SNOW TIRES,
195/65/15, used 3 months. Paid $170 each,
will sell for $100 each. 413-230-9653
leave message.

TAG SALE

SAT. & SUN,, OCT. 10-11.
9am-3pm.
99 Ferry Street, South Hadley
Household items, tools,
something for everyone.

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage
electronics, jewelry, coins,
watches, military cameras,
sports memorabilia, art,
sterling, signs, automotive,
hunting, advertising, radios,
ham radio equipment, audio
equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured ¢
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Haley Remodeling offering financing.
Windows, siding, granite counters, heat &
ac mini splits, composite & pressure treat-
ed decks. 413-563-2229, Tim.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A. 413-533-8867

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2xx**xxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jew-
elry, Toys, Games, coins, ster-
ling, Glassware, Silver-plated
items, watches, Musical in-
struments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitch-
enware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware,
books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.

Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.
Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates.
Over 30 Years Experience.
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

HOME IMPROVEMENT

” Walker

Handyman Services

Home Improvement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing ¢ Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

J

(413) 687-5552/

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates/ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming
Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Henry’s Tree Service LLC
We do what others don't.

We grind stumps of any size, provide
cleanup and add loam and seed.
Certified & Fully Insured.

Free Estimates
Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen &
Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

AUTO
CAMPERS

2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33, 2
SLIDE-OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $7000. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines, 2M, 1F.
30 years experience. Available 9/25/2026.
$1,200. Taking deposits now. 413-218-
2321

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

m 50,500

wiususers
MODLERELD

Bel:

iﬂb

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

We seek an energetic, enthusiastic,
and well-organized person
for the position of
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR/
CLERICAL PART-TIME.
This is a part-time position of 20 to 25
hours per week at $680, depending on
Workload. Need to be detail-oriented, pos-
sess good customer service skills, some
cash & items handling skills. Apply Email:
wowwhunn@outlook.com

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

QUAINT WEST BROOKFIELD
BROOKHAVEN LAKE by babbling
brook, I-shaped 2bdrm. ranch, 2/full baths,
finished basement, walkout slider, en-
closed front porch, beach rights. Enjoy na-
ture trails, very quiet private area. $3000/
monthly rental fee. Bernice Stone 774-
262-6667.

| FEtES |
&)

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

i

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call

1-413-283-8393

Subscribe Today!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
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www.turley.com
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to have over 650 people here,
all taking part in an event that
shows the public that it’s not
okay to verbally, mentally,
or physically abuse anybody,
man or woman,” Cocchi said,
emphasizing that the commu-
nity’s collective voice grows
stronger with every mile
walked and run, and that it’s
time for change. *

He then shifted his focus
to the YWCA’s mission, not-
ing that the work carried out
by CEO Liz Dineen and her
staff is of the highest impor-
tance.

“The YWCA does an
unbelievable job in supporting
our domestic violence survi-
vors and, unfortunately, pro-
viding resources and support
to the people who weren’t for-
tunate enough to survive and
their families,” Cocchi said.
“So, I couldn’t think of a bet-
ter cause, and I'm so grate-
ful for my staff who continue
to pour their heart and soul
into working with the YWCA
along with all of the support
service agencies in our com-
munity to help make today a
success.

Echoing those senti-
ments was Dineen, who also
touched on how the funds will
be allocated and repurposed.

“First, I want to say that
we are officially in year 8 of
working together, and this
has truly been a terrific part-
nership, and I have nothing
but unbelievable respect for
Sheriff [Cocchi] and his team
because they do tremendous
work in the jails, both the
men’s and women’s jails, and
I love partnering with them,
and it’s always special see-
ing that the cause is continu-
ing to grow, and our message
is not only being heard, but
felt,” Dineen said. “And in
terms of how the funds raised
today will be used, they will
go towards supporting our
domestic violence programs
for adults as well as children.
Because we have a domes-
tic violence shelter where
we currently have 63 people
today, along with a program
called “Children Who Witness
Violence”, which includes
four therapists who work
with children who have either
experienced or witnessed
domestic violence, so funds
will also go to that as well.”

Additionally, offer-
ing insight into the practical
side of how the fundraiser is
choreographed and brought
to fruition was HCSO
Program Supervisor and Race
Coordinator Davis Snow.

“Well, first I can share, it
truly takes a community to get
this thing to work, between
the Sheriff’s Department,
committee, all the volunteers
that we have that come out,
all the community sponsors
and supporters, and of course,
all thanks to the leadership
from Sheriff Cochi,” Snow
said. “But I also feel it’s clear
to recognize that every year,
it only gets bigger and bet-
ter than the one prior, and the
result is always of value, and
as usual we’re just so excit-
ed to be raising awareness
and funds for the YWCA of

Deadline
(Z for Calendar
| submissions is
7t October 28. |

Western Mass in com-
bating domestic vio-
lence as best as we
can.”

As the moment
quickly approached,
participants rushed down
to the starting point,
where hundreds gathered
to hear opening remarks
from event leaders. Against
the backdrop of music drifting
across the reservoir—prompt-
ing Sheriff Cocchi to later
quip, “That’s a great song
right there, ‘Winning It All’
by The Outfield. That’s what
all of you are today. You're
winners”—the energy hit a
fever pitch. “Thank you for
being here, because the truth
is this event goes nowhere
without you,” Cocchi said.

Cocchi said he was emo-
tion coming to this year’s
event.

“I will say this: as I
was driving over here today,
I always think of the reason
why I’m getting in the car
and going to an event, and
I got very emotional in my
car because I miss her every
day, so trust me when I tell
you this: T am blessed to be
your Sheriff,” Cocchi said.
“I have the greatest 1,100
staff any human being could
have, because every day my
staff are where the rubber
hits the pavement. They’re in
those facilities, they’re help-
ing, they’re helping manage,
they’re giving people that
small four-letter word of
hope, and that’s what Liz’s
staff does every single day.”

Cocchi concluded by
reiterating that everything
achieved up to this point
wouldn’t be possible with-
out the community, praising
YWCA Executive Director
Liz Dineen and her team
for doing what he considers
“God’s work” before passing
the microphone.

Dineen opened by high-
lighting the strong alliance
between the YWCA and the
Sheriff’s Office, before her
tone pivoted to the urgent,
sobering reality of the day’s
cause, addressing recent head-
lines and the critical need to
change how society approach-
es domestic violence.

“Unfortunately, as we
have all seen in the news over
the last couple of weeks about
Cornell, it’s a realization and
reminder that we have so
much more work to do, in
terms of raising awareness
and upholding the standards
of how men treat women,”
Dineen stated. “So I ask: if
you’re raising a young man,
make sure you teach him
that his first job as a human
being is to respect others,
while instilling the morals to
remember not to use people,
never abuse individuals, and
never let others participate in
the abuse unfolding.”

She then closed by shar-
ing, “Remember, today is
about domestic violence. It’s
time; it ends; it stops. And
as a society, we say no more,
because it is not justifiable
to abuse somebody econom-
ically, sexually, physically, or
emotionally, and if you are
ever in a relationship experi-
encing that level of abuse and
neglect, walk away; it’s time
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Above, HCSO Sheriff Nick Cocchi with athletes
from Western New England University. Below,
Cocchi with Boomer from the
Springfield Thunderbirds. R > |
for change, and know -.; 2 A
we are here to help, and | sl 8
understand that through
our combined
efforts, one day
we will final-
ly eradicate
domestic
violence, as
the crowd
deliv-
ered a
resound-
ing stand-
ing ovation.

After the
race, attendees
gathered inside
the Elks commu-
nity room for live
music, raffles,
and awards—with
Nolan Griffin
taking the overall
5K title and Abigail
Touhey winning the
women’s bracket; :
Celebration then £
filled the hall, serv-
ing as a fitting book-
end to another year dedicated
to community strength, hope,
and standing together against
domestic violence.

Holyoke Police Chief Brian Keenan, Elizabeth
Dineen, CEO of the YWCA of Western
Massachusetts, with HCSO Sheriff Nick Cocchi.
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Holiday Events

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Holiday Dazzler Supplement
which will be published November 19, 2026.

Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.

Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings
Reaching over 200,000 Readers
in the Pioneer Valley!!

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event” in the subject line of your email.
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