
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The city of 
Holyoke celebrated Recovery 
Day with a march through 

the city and a flag raising on 
Friday, Sept. 20, put on by 
Hope for Holyoke. 

This day celebrates all of 
those who are recovering or 
recovered from addiction. 

“It’s really a great day,” 
Highway to Hope Coordinator 
and Production Manager at 
Hope for Holyoke Kevin 
LeBeau said. “We’ll be cele-
brating people in recovery, cel-

ebrating that recovery is pos-
sible.”  

This celebration started 
with a march from Holyoke 
Heritage State Park to Veterans 
Park to City Hall. This march is 
a way for the attendees to show 
off their pride in those who are 
recovering from addiction. 

“People will be holding 
signs and…they will be chant-
ing during the march,” LeBeau 
said. “You see people laugh, 
put their fists in the air and 
scream and holler that recovery 
is possible.” 

Once at City Hall, those 
at the event got to witness the 
Recovery Month flag rais-
ing, and Mayor Joshua Garcia 
reading a proclamation declar-
ing the day Recovery Day in 
Holyoke. 

After this portion of the 
celebration was complete, the 

Flag raised to celebrate Recovery Day

Personalities surface at library presentation
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Certified 
Facilitator from Take Flight 
Learning Will Giangrande 

came to Holyoke Public 
Library to give a presentation 
on different personality types. 

He focused on the DISC 
personality types, dominant, 
interactive, supportive and 

conscientious. 
Those who are dominant 

tend to be very results-orient-
ed, decisive and direct. Those 
who are interactive tend to be 
enthusiastic, optimistic and 
social. 

The supportive types are 
good listeners, helpful and 
consistent. Conscientious peo-
ple are detail-oriented, logical 
and systematic. 

Gaingrande hoped that 
this presentation would help 
people to be able to better 
communicate in their daily 
lives. 

“I think communication is 
at the root of a lot of different 
things we face in our lives,’ 
Giangrande said. “So learning 
about communicating more 
effectively with people in our 
lives spans all types of lives, 
so having that ability is really 
important.” 

Throughout the presenta-
tion, Giangrande used different 
birds to represent the person-
ality types. Eagles represented 
dominant, parrots the interac-
tive, doves the supportive and 
owls the conscientious. 
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Barbara 
Bernard was a longtime resi-
dent of Holyoke who had a sig-
nificant impact on the city. 

To honor her, the city 
unveiled a sign naming the Pine 
Street entrance of the Senior 
Center “Barbara Bernard Way” 
as  a  thanks 
to her for all 
she  d id  fo r 
the seniors of 
Holyoke. 

“She was 
a really great 
lady and she 
is  defini te ly 
going  to  be 
missed by a 
lot of people,” 
City Councilor Patti Divine 
said. “She was a very dear 
friend of mine.”

Divine hopes that this sign 
will help to keep Bernard’s 
memory alive for the people of 
Holyoke. 

Bernard was a crucial 
member of the Holyoke com-

munity during her lifetime, and 
Divine and many others want 
to ensure that her legacy is not 
forgotten. 

Mayor Joshua Garcia and 
Mayor Domenic Sarno from 
Springfield have both dedicated 
July 13 as Barbara Bernard day, 
as that was her birthday. 

“It was her 97 birthday 
and we went out to dinner with 

her daughters 
and the mayor 
g ave  h e r  a 
proclamation, 
and she was 
r e a l l y  ve r y 
proud of that,” 
Divine said. 

B e r n a r d 
a t t e n d -
e d  M o u n t 
H o l y o k e 

College and, after leaving, 
established an endowment with 
interest going to a student in 
need. She did the same at Our 
Lady of the Elm’s College. 

During her time in school, 
Bernard worked several jobs, 

City names senior center 
entrance after citizen

See ENTRANCE, page 11

“She was a 
really great lady 

and she is definitely 
going to be missed 
by a lot of people.”

- Patti Divine

City council
overrides 
mayor’s veto

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The City 
Council voted 10-3 to override 
Mayor Joshua Garcia’s veto of 
the two-thirds majority ordi-
nance the council had passed 
previously. 

Initially, the council had 
passed this ordinance with an 
11-2 vote and then sent it to the 
mayor’s office, where he then 
vetoed it. 

The council had first dis-
cussed this veto at their meeting 
on Aug. 6, and after discussion 
they had placed the matter on 
the table to be discussed at a 
future meeting. 

Following this, at their 
meeting on Sept. 4, the coun-
cil had failed to pass the over-
ride, with only an 8-5 vote 
when a two thirds majority 
was required. They then made 
a motion to reconsider their 
actions and put the item back on 
the table. 

At this meeting, the coun-
cil appeared to have come to a 
majority consensus and voted to 
override the veto. 

This ordinance made it so a 
two thirds majority was required 
to pass all ordinances and that 

See VETO, page 11

Mayor Joshua Garcia read a 
proclamation declaring Sept. 20, 
2024 Recovery Day in Holyoke and 
asking people to support those 
fighting against addiction.  The 
celebration of Recovery Day began 
with a march through the city.

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Certified Facilitator 
from Take Flight 

Learning Will 
Giangrande 

described how the 
DISC personalities 
can be described 
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Fall fun fest to be held Sept. 28
HOLYOKE – The Children’s 

Museum at Holyoke is partnering with 
The Holyoke Merry-Go-Round for this 
year’s fall fun fest. It’s being held on 
Saturday, Sept. 28 from 1 to 
5 p.m. at Holyoke Heritage 
State Park.

One low ticket price 
provides admission to the 
Children’s Museum, unlim-
ited rides on the Holyoke 
Merry-Go-Round,  Face 
Painting by Happy Face 
Painter, fun with balloons and magic 
from BTC Family Entertainment, a 
special craft project, plus meet Curious 
Friend (Alice in Wonderland) from 

Something Royal Party Company.
Tickets are only $35 for a family 

4-pack or $10 individually. They can 
be purchased online at www.holyoke-

merrygoround.org/tickets 
until Thursday, Sept. 26, 
after which tickets are avail-
able at the door.

For more information 
on the event, please contact 
Meghan Rothschild at (413) 
218-4994 or meghan@
chikmedia.us and for more 

information about The Children’s 
Museum at Holyoke, visit their web-
site and follow them on Facebook and 
Instagram.

The evolution of fashion at HPL
HOLYOKE – A presentation by 

fashion historian Ren Antonowicz will 
be held on Saturday, Oct. 5, from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. at the Holyoke Public Library 
Community Room.

Join in the journey through the 
styles of 1912, the WWI era, and the 
1920s. Antonowicz will look at how 
war, the Jazz Age, Prohibition, and 
women’s newly-earned right to vote 
affected style and dress in these periods. 
Her talk will also discuss the impact of 
trends in fashion on women of different 
social classes.

 A n t o n ow i c z  r e c e iv e d  h e r 
Master’s Degree in Textiles, Fashion 
Merchandising, and Design, with a 

concentration in Historic Costume & 
Textiles, from the University of RI. She 
then taught fashion history and related 
courses full time at the college level 
for 13 years. Antonowicz and her hus-
band, Mike, also owned and operated 
Nostalgia Antiques & Collectibles in 
Providence, RI, for five years.

Antonowicz continues to follow her 
passion for historic costume by offering 
presentations and workshops at librar-
ies, senior centers, schools, historical 
societies, and historic homes. She and 
Mike now make their home in Vermont. 
This presentation is free and open to 
the public. Sponsored by the Holyoke 
History Room.

Holyoke Community honored with workforce award
HOLYOKE – Holyoke Community 

College recently received the “Igniting 
Workforce Success” award from 
the Massachusetts  Rehabili tat ion 
Commission for a cybersecurity training 
program it runs in partnership with the 
agency, which recently changed its name 
to MassAbility.

Specifically, the award recognizes 
HCC for its CyberOps training program, 
a free, nine-month remote program that 
trains MassAbility consumers to be cyber-
security analysts. MassAbility works 
with people with disabilities to empower 
their lives through counseling and various 
career and employment programs.

Kermit Dunkelberg, vice president 
of adult basic education and workforce 
development, accepted the award on 
behalf of HCC at the MRC’s Igniting 
Workforce Success conference in June.

“We just completed our fourth year 
with MassRehab,” said Dunkelberg. “This 
award is a great recognition of that part-
nership. In MassRehab, which is now 
MassAbility, we have a great partner. 

They bring as much to the table as we do 
in terms of innovation and attentiveness to 
student success.”

The pilot program launched by HCC 
and MassRehab in 2020 was the first 
of its kind in Massachusetts. Based on 
the program’s success, MRC launched 
a second with Roxbury Community 
College, which also received an Igniting 
Workforce Success award.

“Together we are re-envision-
ing employment and people’s lives,” 
MassAbility Commissioner Toni Wolf 
said in 2020 after the first cohort of stu-
dents graduated from the HCC program. 
“In the wake of COVID-19, our perspec-
tive on what is possible for remote work 
is expanding on a daily basis, particularly 
how resilient and adaptive people with 
disabilities are. These Cisco certifica-
tions are nationally recognized and highly 
sought-after workplace credentials that 
will give these students the needed lever-
age to enter a high paying industry.”

Since 2020, about 60 MassRehab 
clients have gone through the program, 

many emerging with paid internships that 
have led to full time, benefitted positions 
as cybersecurity analysts.

“It was MassRehab’s vision to offer 
training in the area of cybersecurity,” said 
Dunkelberg. “This is by far the longest 
duration program that they run and the 
most expensive, because it is not only a 
long duration, but very intensive. These 
students are studying 30 hours a week for 
about 10 months, so it ends up being 900 
hours of training, but the difference that 
it can make in someone’s life is huge in 
terms of economic self-sufficiency.”

Once students complete the train-
ing, they take exams to qualify as Cisco 
Certified Support Technicians and Cisco 
Certified Networking Associates. Past 
program graduates have gone on to work 
as cybersecurity consultants and systems 
analysts for big tech companies, such as 
Dell Technologies.

“The story we always like to tell is 
one about a participant from our first pro-
gram class who was making pizza at Big 
Y,” Dunkelberg said. “Upon conclusion 

of the program he was making $80,000 a 
year as a consultant.”

Other students have more modest 
but no less meaningful career outcomes, 
Dunkelberg said.

“We’ve had four or five students 
intern here at HCC in our IT department,” 
he said. “For a lot of people, just get-
ting that hands-on experience is the next 
step. Another one of our students got a 
job working in IT support at her local 
library, and that was just what she need-
ed. Her family told us that before she 
went through our program, she hardly 
had a life outside her home. Having a job 
she could walk to was the perfect out-
come for her.”

In 2023, program instructor Dalip 
Singh received the Above and Beyond 
Award from the Cisco Networking 
Academy for developing and teaching the 
cybersecurity class.

Overall, the program has been so 
successful, Dunkelberg said the agency 
wants to explore new training partner-
ships with HCC.

Harper’s Haven Halloween Event
HOLYOKE – The Holyoke Parks 

and Recreation Department cordial-
ly invites the community to the 4th 
annual Harper’s Haven Halloween 
Event. This event will take place on 
Friday, Oct. 4, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at 
Community Field (off Cherry Street).

Music, glitter tattoos by Dazzle 
Day Artists and an arts and 
crafts table will be avail-
able. Enjoy pizza, drinks, 
c o o k i e s  a n d  g o o d -
ie bags while supplies 
last. Wear your favorite 

Halloween costume. Take pictures 
with Spiderman and Cinderella. Visit 
with the Holyoke Fire Department.

This event is free of charge, 
weather permitting. This event is 
sponsored by the Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department and Harper’s 
Family.

Fo r  m o r e  i n f o r m a -
tion visit our web site at 

www.holyoke.org or call 
the Parks & Recreation 
Department at (413) 322-
5620.

Invitation extended to join Holyoke’s Community Advisory Committee
HOLYOKE – In partnership with the 

Massachusetts Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, the Holyoke 
School Committee is developing a plan 
to transition from state receivership back 
to local control. The School Committee 
plans to build on the district’s accomplish-
ments and listen to stakeholders about 
their hopes and expectations for the future 
of Holyoke’s Public Schools and what is 
important to them as the School System 
transitions back to local control.

The School Committee, with support 
from DESE, is in the process of writing the 
transition plan and is seeking input to help 
inform the direction of their work through 
the creation of an Advisory Committee. 
The Advisory Committee will be led by 
two co-chairs, ideally one co-chair from 
the School Committee and another from 
the community.

The role of the Advisory Committee 
is to help shape the process and content of 
stakeholder engagement and provide input 
and feedback on elements of the transition 
plan. For anyone interested in serving on 
the committee, here is additional informa-
tion to know:

Commitment:
Pre-work for and participation in four 

advisory team meetings (1.5 hours per 
meeting)

(Early November), in-person – 
Understand why we are here and who is 
and isn’t in the room, co-develop guiding 
questions for public meetings and focus 
groups. Pre-work: Read draft transition 
plan.

(Early December) – Ask and answer 
guiding questions for public meetings; 
review draft of questions for all-stakeholder 
survey

(Early January) – Review data from 
public meetings, focus groups, and survey. 
Determine themes. (Mid- or late-January) 
— Review final draft of transition plan, 
determine important next steps Attend one 
public engagement meeting about the tran-
sition plan.

Membership:
The School Committee is looking for 

Advisory Committee members with a:
Desire to share not only their points 

of view, but common points of view that 
others like them may share (e.g., parents 
speaking on behalf of other parents, teach-

ers sharing the perspective of other staff 
members, etc.)

Belief that students are at the center 
of everything we do and in the HPS equity 
commitments that can be found at www.
hps.holyoke.ma.us; and passion for educa-
tion in Holyoke.

Ideal representation, across schools 
and across grade levels, includes:

Families and Students (10-14 repre-
sentatives).

Middle and high school students (4) –
at least 1 from Dean, 1 from North, 1 from 
Opportunity Academy, and 1 from a mid-
dle school.Parents/Caregivers (6-10) from 
various schools.

Holyoke Community (10 representa-
tives), Partners (4) – at least 1 from higher 
education, 1 from a local business, and 
2 from non-profit organizations, School 
Committee members (2), A designee 
from the City as chosen by Mayor Garcia 
(1), A City Council representative (1), 
Additionally interested community mem-
bers (2).

Holyoke Public Schools Staff (8 rep-
resentatives), Teachers (6)—1 each at the 
high school, middle school, and elementary 

levels, and 1 each in early childhood, spe-
cial education, and English language devel-
opment. FACE team member (1), School 
leaders (e.g., principals, APs, Deans) (1), 
there is flexibility to add several other peo-
ple depending on applicant interest.

When selecting Advisory Committee 
members, the School Committee will look 
to build a broad base of representation 
including diverse viewpoints and experi-
ences, as well as race, gender, length of 
time in Holyoke, job function, school rep-
resentation, etc.

Follow steps below to apply:
Step 1: By Oct. 3, please submit your 

interest by filling out the form at www.
holyoke.org/signmeup. Note: All appli-
cations should include a paragraph that 
answers the questions: Why do you want 
to serve on the Advisory Committee for 
Transition to Local Control? What skills or 
experiences would allow you to be a valu-
able contributor to the Team?

Step 2: The applicants will be pre-
sented to the School Board at their Oct. 15 
meeting. The School Committee will select 
the applicants to serve on the Advisory 
Team membership.

Basketball league 
registration begins

HOLYOKE – The Our Lady of 
Guadalupe CYO Basketball Program, 
Holyoke, will be holding registration on 
Saturday, Sept. 28 and Oct. 5 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. in the gymnasium, 340 
Chestnut St. for K-2, kindergarten - 2nd 
grade (coed), 3&4th, 5&6th and 7&8th 
grade boys and girls teams. The price is 
$75 for the first child; $50 for the second 
child: $135 per family. For more infor-
mation, call Owen Donohue at 413-275-
6075 or email helloh@aol.com.

Local graduates 
SUNY Delhi

DELHI, NY – Over 800 students 
graduated from SUNY Delhi in the 
spring of 2024. Commencement was 
held Saturday, May 18, with certifi-
cates, associate, bachelor’s, and master’s 
degrees conferred upon the classes of 
Fall 2023 and Spring 2024.

Juliana Ducharme of Holyoke, grad-
uated from SUNY Delhi with a bache-
lor’s degree in Criminal Justice.

COLLEGE NEWS
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Liquor licenses need renewal
HOLYOKE – The City’s License 

Board reminds all Holyoke liquor license 
holders that it is the time for renewing 
alcohol licenses for the year 2025.

Every year the renewal process 
begins with notices being sent by the 
Building Department to schedule site 
inspections. The first round of notices to 
license holders was sent Aug. 20. A sec-
ond notice to schedule inspections was 
sent Sept. 9.

In order to renew a liquor license, 
license holders’ on-premises businesses 
must be inspected, and a renewal applica-
tion must be filed with the License Board. 
Applications need to include proof of 
insurance, a Tax Clearance form from the 
tax collector’s office, Certificate of Good 
Standing by the Department of Revenue, 
Workers Compensation, and a copy of 
TIPS Certificate for all employees. Only 
completed applications will be reviewed 
by the License Board. Once okayed, 
license renewals are forwarded to the 
ABCC for final approval.

During the second week of October, 
alcohol renewals from the License Board 
will be mailed to establishments that have 
followed the renewal protocols.

All license holders need to submit 
their renewal application in the month of 
November. Any renewal application not 
signed and filed by November 30 will be 
treated as a new license.

Aaron Vega, director of the City’s 
Office of Planning and Economic 
Development, said Holyoke “is proud of 
all the different restaurants in the City, 
and we look forward to promoting your 
business in the new year. But we need to 
have compliance when it comes to liquor 
licenses issued in the city. The liquor 
license is an important asset, and the 
yearly renewal is critical to stay in good 
standing and not risk the loss of a license, 
which would hurt the owner and the City.

“We look forward to working with 
you this renewal season in a positive and 
productive way to ensure compliance,” 
Vega said.

Discover Harmony at UCCH
HOLYOKE – Do you love to sing? 

Then we want to hear your voice at 
Discover Harmony Day, hosted by Area 
2 of Harmony, Incorporated on Oct. 5  
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Discover Harmony is a day of two 
a cappella workshops; one for young-
er voices aged 14-20 
years old, and the 
other for adults 21 and 
older. Each workshop 
will feature sopranos 
and altos that will learn two 
songs in four-part harmony. 
Both workshops will then per-
form their songs at a Free Public 
Concert at 3 p.m., alongside Silk 
N’ Sounds and Area 2 quartets.

The workshops are free to par-
ticipate in, though pre-registration is 
required at www.area2harmony.org. 
For more information, please email the 
director at director@area2harmony.org.

Harmony, Incorporated is an 
international, non-profit organiza-

tion whose mission is empowering all 
women through singing, education, 
and friendship, Since its founding in 
Providence, RI in 1959, the organi-
zation has expanded from its Eastern 
roots to include chapters through-

out the United States and 
Canada, from California to 
Newfoundland, and from 
Manitoba to Florida. For 
more information, visit 
www.harmonyinc.org

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congrega t iona l  Church 

of Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of the 
United Church of Christ. We 

welcome all individuals, regardless 
of where they are on their journey. If 
you’d like to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website at www.
uccholyoke.org, find us on Facebook or 
Instagram, or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

HCC Vice President Amanda Sbriscia named to advisory board for college foundations
HOLYOKE – Amanda Sbriscia, vice 

president of Institutional Advancement at 
Holyoke Community College and execu-
tive director of the HCC Foundation, has 
been named to the Council of Foundation 
Leaders for the Association of Governing 
Boards of Universities and Colleges.

The association (AGB) provides 
leadership and guidance to the govern-
ing boards of its member institutions. 
The Council of Foundation Leaders is an 
advisory committee that includes founda-
tion professionals from 25 U.S. colleges 
and universities. 

Sbriscia is one of only two coun-
cil members representing a commu-
nity college and the only one from 
Massachusetts. 

“It’s an honor and a privilege to 

serve as a member of the Council on 
Foundation Leaders,” said Sbriscia. 
“Community colleges are hubs for edu-
cational and economic opportunity, and 
I commend AGB for including this voice 
around the table.”

The HCC Foundation became a 
member of AGB in 2020 to help its board 
of directors navigate a complex bylaw 
revision process. 

“Since then, AGB has been an 
invaluable resource that has elevated our 
work and helped us continuously strive 
for excellence in board governance,” 
said Sbriscia. “I look forward to learning 
from my colleagues at other institutions 
of all sizes, and also hope to contribute 
meaningfully to help us all navigate the 
changing education and fundraising land-

scape.”
In 2023, the HCC Foundation board 

of directors received the AGB’s John W. 
Nason Award, which is given annually 
to foundation boards that demonstrate 
exceptional leadership and initiative. 

G u i d e d  b y  AG B ,  t h e  H C C 
Foundation recently completed an 
18-month strategic planning process to 
ensure its alignment with HCC’s vision 
and priorities.

As vice president of the division of 
Institutional Advancement, Sbriscia over-
sees the offices of development, grants, 
alumni relations, and marketing, and 
serves as executive director of the HCC 
Foundation, the nonprofit fundraising 
corporation for the college. The HCC 
Foundation manages assets of $25.3 mil-

lion, including an endowment of $18.3 
million, the largest community college 
endowment in Massachusetts. 

Sbriscia holds a bachelor’s degree 
in communication from Cedar Crest 
College, a master’s degree in higher edu-
cation from Drexel University, and a doc-
torate in education in educational lead-
ership from Gwynedd Mercy University. 

Last year, she was selected for a fel-
lowship for aspiring college presidents 
by the AGB Institute for Leadership & 
Governance in Higher Education, a col-
laborative venture of the Association of 
Governing Boards of Universities and 
Colleges (AGB), Miami University, and 
AGB Search, a search firm for college 
and university administrators.
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New senior nutrition program to begin Oct. 1
HOLYOKE – WestMass ElderCare  

is thrilled to announce an exciting new 
partnership with Delaney’s Market, a 
local business known for quality and 
convenient ready-made meals.

Starting Oct. 1, Delaney’s Market 
will begin providing meals for WMEC’s 
Senior Nutrition Program, which 
includes both our home-delivered meals 
and our Community Table sites.

Every day,  WMEC’s Senior 
Nutrition Program serves an average of 
1,200 meals to older adults and indi-
viduals with disabilities across our 
service area, which includes Holyoke, 
Chicopee, South Hadley, Granby, Ware, 
and Ludlow. This new partnership with 
Delaney’s Market will enhance our abil-
ity to provide nutritious, delicious meals 
that align with our mission to support the 
health, independence, and quality of life 
of those we serve. Importantly, all meals 

provided through
this partnership will continue to 

adhere to the nutrition and portion guide-
lines set forth by the Executive Office of 
Elder Affairs, ensuring that our consum-
ers receive well-balanced, healthy meals 
tailored to their needs.

WMEC’s home-delivered meals 
offer more than just nourishment; they 
bring vital social interaction, safety, and 
peace of mind for caregivers who are 
unable to be with their loved ones. The 
drivers perform daily wellness checks, 
ensuring that no meal is delivered with-
out meaningful interaction. For those 
who live alone, the driver may be the 
only person the consumer sees through-
out the day, providing a critical lifeline 
of support and connection - as well as 
tremendous peace of mind for caregivers.

WMEC’s Community Table sites, 
located at Granby and South Hadley 

Senior Centers as well as housing loca-
tions in Chicopee, Holyoke, South 
Hadley and Ludlow, offer a welcoming 
environment where older adults and res-
idents can enjoy a meal together, foster-
ing social connections and community 
engagement.

“We are incredibly excited to con-
tract with Delaney’s Market,” said 
Sarah Aasheim, director of Community 
Programs at WMEC. “Partnering with 
such a well-known and respected local 
business means our consumers will ben-
efit from high-quality, locally-sourced 
meals, while we continue to support their 
health and well-being.”

Peter  Rosskothen,  owner of 
Delaney’s Market is well-known in 
the Pioneer Valley having successfully 
co-owned and managed the Log Cabin 
and Delaney House Restaurant until 
2023.

Comprehensive plan listening sessions available
HOLYOKE – The City of Holyoke 

is charting a path for the next chapter in 
its history. For the first time since 1999, 
Holyoke is updating its Comprehensive 
Plan, a Commonwealth-mandated docu-
ment under that requires Massachusetts 
cities and towns to maintain a plan for 
their long-term physical development. 
Through comprehensive plans, cities 
and towns envision aspirational futures 
for themselves and identify implementa-
tion pathways for achieving those aspi-
rations. These plans span all aspects of 
physical development, from the types of 
housing available in the community, to 
how people get around, to the commu-
nity’s resilience to climate change, and 
more. Holyoke is committed to shaping 
the new comprehensive plan through 

engagement with residents. This fall, 
the City will host a series of community 
listening sessions. Free food featuring 
local restaurants and free youth activ-
ities will be provided. These sessions 
will be bilingual. Live Spanish inter-
pretation will be available, and mate-
rials will be displayed in Spanish and 
English. Participants will receive free 
gift cards for the Holyoke Farmers’ 
Market. City officials hope Holyokers 
will share their aspirations and priori-
ties for the future of the community at 
any or all of the community listening 
sessions:

Community Listening Session #2
Saturday, Oct. 26, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

(drop-in format)
Heritage State Park, 221 Appleton St.

Community Listening Session #3
Thursday, Nov. 21, 5-7 p.m.

Location TBA
Holyoke’s Office of Planning 

and Economic Development is lead-
ing the comprehensive plan update 
in collaboration with the Holyoke 
Planning Board. To support them, a 
team of consultant urban planners 
has been retained, led by Cambridge-
based Agency Landscape + Planning 
with support from Northampton-based 
Cambridge Econometrics, Boston-based 
Nitsch engineering, and Queens-based 
Hive Public Space. Several of the con-
sulting planners are native Spanish 
speakers and several live in the Pioneer 
Valley. The City aims to complete the 
project in Summer 2025.

HHS class of ‘69 
reunion set

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke High 
School Class of 1969 will be holding 
its 55th reunion on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 250 
Westfield Road. 

The reunion party will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. with cocktails and hors 
d’oeuvres, followed by dinner at 7 
p.m. Dinner, raffle, and cash bar, along 
with entertainment by Moose and the 
Hightops, will be provided. Tickets are 
$45.

The Reunion Committee has 
worked to locate as many classmates as 
possible. To be sure everyone is invited 
or have questions, please contact Janice 
Shewchuk (413-530-9524), Marc Joyce 
(413-575-0597), or holyokehighclas-
sof1969@gmail.com.

Annual Communion 
Breakfast to be 
held this Sunday

HOLYOKE – Saint Jerome Parish 
is hosting its annual Communion 
Breakfast on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 9 a.m. 
at the Pope John Paul II Social Center 
on the Mater Dolorosa Campus. The 
guest speaker is Sr. Joan Magnani, 
Ministry Coordinator at Jericho, The 
Bureau for Exceptional Children and 
Adults. 

Tickets are $20 per person and may 
be purchased at all weekend Masses at 
St. Jerome’s from Sept. 7 through Sept. 
15 or by contacting the Parish Office at 
413-532-6381.
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Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

It was a lot of fun decorating the porch in 
an autumnal theme this afternoon. The 
switch over from summer to fall always 

poses a dilemma for me, though. Do I throw 
out the summer annuals or try and overwinter 
them? 

Or maybe I should take a cutting instead 
and keep them going that way. Hmmm.  

I usually end up at least trying to keep 
the annuals that I love, and if successful they 
become houseplants of sort. There are gerani-
ums, coleus and fuchsias that are now part of 
my plant family.  

Perhaps you too are trying to decide 
whether or not to haul these annuals or others 
off to the compost pile. If you are up for an 
experiment, why not consider taking a few 
cuttings.  

Read, on, straight from the archives to 
learn the skill.

Getting a piece of stem to form roots is 
relatively easy. Here are a few tips that will 
guarantee your success.  

First, make sure that the plant you are tak-
ing the cuttings from, called the “stock plant,” 
is insect and disease-free and well hydrated. 

Plan to take cuttings in the morning before 
the heat of the day has a chance to cause any 
wilting.  

A clean, sharp pair of scissors or hand 
pruners is the best tool for the job. Cuttings 
can be taken at any time during the growing 
season; in the fall, sooner is better than later. 

Begin by examining your stock plant. 
Those stems with the closest placed nodes are 
the best choice for cutting material.  

Nodes are the point on the stem from 
which the leaves grow. There is a strong accu-
mulation of hormones in this area; for that rea-
son, stem cuttings are taken just after a node.  

Terminal cuttings, (those from the growth 
tip) three to four inches long are desirable. It 
is tempting to take longer pieces, figuring that 
the end result will be a larger plant.

These are likely to wilt before they root 
or take a very long time to root because the 
stems are woodier the further down you go. 
Play it safe with stout cuttings.

There are all kinds of potting mediums 
in which to place the cutting while it is grows 
roots. Ideally it should be able to hold enough 
moisture to keep the cutting turgid yet not 
hold so much that it rots the stem.  

Sand, perlite, and soilless potting mixes 
have all been used with success. Water is not 
recommended as “watery roots” will have a 
harder time adapting to potting soil later on.  

I have had good luck rooting cuttings in 
peat-based potting mixes that are formulated 
for seed starting.  Moisten the material well 
and fill your clean container of choice up to 
the top and tamp it down.  

Cut only a few cuttings at a time so that 

wilting doesn’t occur while you prepare the 
stems for insertion into the growing medium. 
Strip off the bottom one-third of leaves from 
the cutting.  

If you wish to shorten the amount of time 
it takes for rooting to occur a commercial 
rooting hormone can be used. These come in 
powder or liquid forms. Follow the directions 
on the container. I have found that “less is 
more” when using these products. 

When you are ready to “stick” the cutting 
make an indentation into the growing medi-
um with a pencil or dibble first- do not push 
in with the stem! After the cutting is inserted 
firm around it well so that it stays in place.  

Put the container, cuttings and all in a 
clear plastic bag and place in a shady location. 
The humidity within the bag ought to prevent 
the stems from wilting. Water well, only about 
once weekly.  

After a month or so roots will begin to 
form.

Transplanting into individual pots can be 
done once the roots equal or surpass the size 
of the cutting. I like to start out with a small 
pot and transplant up a size or two at a time as 
the plant grows.  

Most annuals prefer a cool but sunny 
location in the house to overwinter.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For 32 years she 
has held the position of staff horticulturist at 
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.  

Should my husband file and then suspend his benefits?

Dear Rusty
My financial advisor used a comput-

er program, which told my husband to take 
his SS at age 68, then suspend it after a few 
months. What I understood was if my hus-
band started and then stopped taking distri-
butions, he would earn delayed retirement 
credits and thus get more at age 70. I know 
waiting increases SS amounts, by 8% a year, 
but does purposely starting and then stopping 
SS increase distributions even more? 

Signed Confused 
 

Dear Confused
Suspending receipt of one’s SS benefits 

after their Full Retirement Age as in your 
husband’s case does result in him earning 
Delayed Retirement Credits, but the DRCs 
earned accumulate at the same rate as if he 

simply waited longer to claim his SS benefit 
in the first place. DRCs are earned up to 70 
years of age, at which point your husband’s 
maximum SS benefit is attained. FYI, DRCs 
earn .667% of additional benefit for each 
month benefits are delayed or suspended or 
8% per year. 

But I see no advantage to your husband 
starting his benefits now at 68 and then sus-

pending them several months later to earn 
DRCs, the number of DRCs earned are the 
same in either case, so he could simply wait 
to apply for his Social Security benefits until 
he is 70 to get his maximum amount.  

The only rationale I can think of to claim 
and then suspend after doing so is to get a 
few months of his benefit payments before 
suspending. But the few months he received 
benefits before suspending will be considered 
when he later unsuspends his benefit, so that 
his total payment amount will be a bit less 
at 70 than it would otherwise be if he simply 
waits longer to claim SS. 

And, just for information, he can’t “file 
and suspend” his benefits so that you can 
receive a spousal benefit from him. That 

option to file and suspend, enabling a spouse 
to receive benefits was eliminated by the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2015  while your 
husband’s benefits are suspended, you cannot 
receive a spousal benefit from him.  

So, frankly, I see no advantage to your 
husband claiming his benefit now and then 
suspending them a few months later. If his 
goal is to maximize his SS benefit, then the 
best way to do that is simply wait longer to 
claim. 

The Association Mature Cit izens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unequaled
  5. __-fi (slang)
  8. Synthetic resin
 11. Chadic language 

Bura-__
 13. Influential come 

Election Day
 14. Bucket
 15. European river
 16. Earn a perfect score
 17. Horizontal passage
 18. Barely sufficient
 20. Dekaliter
 21. Goo Goo Dolls hit
 22. Australian city
 25. Female servants
 30. Plumbing fixtures
 31. Tooth caregiver
 32. Book of Esther 

antagonist
 33. Say aloud
 38. Thyrotrophic 

hormone 
 41. Absolute

 43. Untimely
 45. Area or 

neighborhood
 47. Juicy fruit
 49. Expresses distaste, 

disapproval
 50. S. American rodents
 55. Swedish rock group
 56. Influential American 

president
 57. Volume
 59. Begged
 60. Resinlike substance 

secreted by certain 
lac insects

 61. Spiritual leader 
of a Jewish 
congregation

 62. Good friend
 63. Body part
 64. Tableland

CLUES DOWN
  1. Barrels per day 

(abbr.)

  2. Body parts
  3. Invests in little 

enterprises
  4. Rock legend Turner
  5. Dug into
  6. Laughed
  7. Northern European 

nation
  8. San Diego ballplayer
  9. Eight
 10. Substitutes (abbr.)
 12. Moved swiftly on 

foot
 14. Compensated
 19. Volcano in the 

Philippines
 23. Speak ill of
 24. One who publishes
 25. Expression of 

bafflement
 26. Macaws
 27. Matchstick game
 28. We all have our 

own
 29. Divinatory

 34. Explosive
 35. Follows sigma
 36. Sea eagle
 37. Type of bread
 39. Bit used with a set 

of reins
 40. Time away from 

work
 41. Parts per thousand 

(abbr.)
 42. Lots on your plate 

(abbr.)
 44. Actor Brosnan
 45. It’s part of 

packaging
 46. Towards the oral 

region
 47. Public Theater 

creator Joseph
 48. Ancient Syrian city
 51. Swiss river
 52. Mollusk
 53. A French abbot
 54. Hoagies
 58. Not present (slang)

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

Call for Jimmy Fund walkers
BOSTON – Register for the 2024 

Boston Marathon Jimmy Fund Walk. 
Scheduled for Sunday, Oct. 6, funds 
raised from the Jimmy Fund Walk sup-
port all forms of adult and pediatric care 
and research at the nation’s premier can-
cer center, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
The Jimmy Fund Walk has raised more 
than $176 million for Dana-Farber in its 
35-year history, raising a record-breaking 
$9.4 million in 2023.

One Walk, Four Distances, 
For All Cancers

The Jimmy Fund Walk is the only 
organized walk permitted to use the 
famed Boston Marathon course, and par-
ticipants have the flexibility to choose 
from four distance options: 5K walk 
(from Dana-Farber’s Longwood Medical 
Campus); 10K walk (from Newton); 
Half Marathon walk (from Wellesley); 
Marathon walk (from Hopkinton).

Whatever route participants choose, 
they will be supported by hundreds of 
volunteers and treated to refueling sta-
tions with refreshments throughout the 
course. Poster-sized photographs of 
patients-Jimmy Fund Walk Heroes-are 
the heart of the event and appear along 
the course as inspiration. Due to ongo-

ing construction in Copley Square, all 
routes will conclude at the Jimmy Fund 
Walk Finish Line Powered by Schneider 
Electric at Boston Common, by the cor-
ner of Charles and Beacon Street. Finish 
line activities will include a celebration 
with food, entertainment, and more. 
Walkers can participate virtually as well.

Register as an individual walk-
er, team member, or start a team. Take 
advantage of this unique opportunity and 
lead a group of your family, friends, or 
colleagues toward the ultimate finish 
line: a world without cancer.

Volunteers are needed to cheer on 
participants, serve snacks, distribute 
T-shirts, and more, at the four start loca-
tions, along the course, and at the finish 
line. The Jimmy Fund Walk would not 
be possible without the hundreds of ded-
icated volunteers who donate their time, 
talent, and energy. Register to volunteer 
today.

To  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  Wa l k 
(#JimmyFundWalk) or to support a 
walker, visit www.JimmyFundWalk.
org or call (866) 531-9255. Registrants 
can enter the promo code NEWS for $5 
off the registration fee. All registered 
walkers will receive a bib, medal, and a 
Jimmy Fund Walk T-shirt.

‘Dinner and a Show’ supports the 
Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum

WESTFIELD – On Friday, Oct. 
18 beginning at 6:30 a.m. in St. John’s 
Luthera Church, 60 Broad St., there 
will be a pasta dinner followed by  the 
play, “An Accidental Wedding” by 
Steve Henderson. 

The play is a hilarious encounter 
with a wouldn’t-be-groom, an irate 
match maker and a tall tale like they 
write tall tales about. This is a highly 
interactive, roll in the aisle comedy 
people won’t want to miss.

The show to follow dinner. Dinner 

will include salad, pasta, meatballs 
and make-your-own-sundae dessert. 
Tickets are just $20 for the dinner and 
show and must be purchased by Friday, 
Oct. 11 by visiting https://www.friend-
sofwestath.org/dinner-theater (no ser-
vice fee for online purchases) or at the 
Westfield Athenaeum, 6 Elm St. The 
Friends of the Westfield Athenaeum is 
an all-volunteer independent 501(C)3 
not-for-profit organization whose mis-
sion is to support the programs and 
services of the Westfield Athenaeum.  

Whimsical Fairy Walk at Stanley Park seeking volunteer builders
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Oct. 

12, and Sunday, Oct. 13, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., join in for a whimsical walk 
that will be sprinkled with fairy hous-
es for a magical experience of the nat-
ural world. Volunteer builders create a 
fairyland of small structures built out 
of natural materials, opening a portal to 
the imagination and the incredible world 
around us through deep observation of 
nature’s gifts. 

Please contact the Development 
Office for information on submitting a 
fairy house.

The fairy houses will be sprinkled 
throughout our Woodland Wildflower 

Garden leading out to the Enchanted 
Oak Tree. Arts and crafts will be in 
the Beveridge Pavilion on both days. 
Sunday’s event will also include a Fairies 
of the Seasons puppet show from noon 
to 12:45 p.m. on the Beveridge Pavilion 
stage. There is still time to register as 
a builder if to create a fairy or gnome 
house. Email development@stanleypark.
org to register.

Parking for this event is in Rose 
Garden parking area accessible using 
Gates 2, 3 and 4. This event will be held 
rain or shine and is free of charge how-
ever donations are accepted and greatly 
appreciated.

 In The News ◗

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers 
to participate in this year’s election cam-
paigns by writing letters to the editor for 
publication on these pages. Letters of up 
to 250 words from local residents endors-
ing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The 
Holyoke Sun, c/o Turley Publications, 24 
Water St., Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-289-1977 or emailed to thesun@tur-
ley.com. Please include a daytime tele-
phone number for verification purposes 
(it will not be printed). Letters must be 
received by noon Monday to be consid-
ered for that Friday’s newspaper. 

No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting 
their own candidacy will be printed. If 
the volume of letters received is larger 
than the space available in the newspa-
per, or if the letters become repetitive, 
the newspaper reserves the right to print 

a representative sample. No endorsement 
letters will be printed in the last edition 
before the election. For more informa-
tion, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the 
newspaper plans to print stories about 
contested races for Congress, state 
Senate, state House, district attorney and 
Governor’s Council during the weeks 
leading up to the election, as well as a 
question-and-answer voters guide. In 
order to ensure fairness to all candidates, 
no political press releases will be printed, 
nor will reporters cover political rallies 
or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413-
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Holyoke Sun.

The Second Annual “Whimsical Fairy Walk” presented by Stanley Park, 400 Western Avenue, 
Westfield, will take place Saturday, Oct. 12 and Sunday, Oct. 13 from 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Submitted photo

St. Joseph’s to hold roast pork dinner
WESTFIELD –  Back by popular 

demand, St. Joseph’s National Catholic 
Church at 73 Main St. is hosting a com-
munity stuffed roast pork dinner on 
Sunday, Oct. 20 at noon. 

This community dinner will feature 
delicious and juicy stuffed roast pork, Au 
Gratin potatoes, fresh corn off-the-cob 
and apple sauce. Homemade apple crisp 
with ice cream will be served for des-
sert. Beverages included are coffee, fresh 
apple cider and bottled water.

Tickets are $18 for adults and $10 
for children under 12. For tickets, people 
may call Cliff at 413-977-2007. Deadline 
for purchasing tickets is Thursday, Oct. 
17. A limited number of meals-to-go 
will be available at 12:30 p.m. When 
buying tickets, people should indicate 
if they are eating at the Social Center or 
planning take-out. Parking is available at 
the Clinton Avenue parking lot. All are 
welcome. Besides the traditional New 
England fall dinner there will be a raffle.

Election letters to the editor welcome

Read The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com
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90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-INlb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ...........

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 9/26/24-10/2/24

$255

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS .....................$333 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG ..........

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

TILAPIA FILLETS ...........................

$207
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HAM SALAD ...............................$399

lb

lb
$147

SLICED IN OUR DELI

SWISS CHEESE ..............................
USDA INSP. 

GROUND FRESH DAILY

STORE BAKED
PUMPKIN PIES .............................. $399

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
STEAK or ROAST ..........................

$499

$249
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN CHOPS ....................... BEEF 

TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

T-BONE or 
PORTERHOUSE STEAK

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb

$399
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
SMOKED PORK CHOPS .......

$1088
lb

CUT 
FREE

TAILGATE TIME!
$299

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN ..........................

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

Civil Air Patrol
Westover Composite 

Squadron
Meet and Greet - Sept. 28, 2024

Barnes Regional Airport - Terminal Building, 
WESTFIELD, MA

U.S. AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

Join us Sept. 28, 2024 - 12:00-3:00PM 
and discover what CAP has to offer, 

and what you may be able to offer CAP.

• Emergency Services
• Aircrews
• Aerospace
• Cadet Programs

• Finance
• Personnel
• Comms - Radios Ops
• Public Affairs

• Safety
• Logistics
• Drones
• and of course - Pilots

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 12pm - 8pm

Friday, 
September 27

Paul 
Pender

Saturday, 
September 28

9 Volt 
Radio

Friday, 
October 4

The 
Healys

Saturday, 
October 5

Jim McArdle & 
Jerry Murphy

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

He, and others at Take Flight 
Learning, use these birds to symbol-
ize the personality types as they feel it 
makes them all easier to remember. 

“We use those four different birds 
because it is more friendly to remem-
ber and it makes it easier to apply,” 
Giangrande said. “And people are able to 
have a little bit more fun with it.” 

Additionally, Giangrande broke it 
down so the personalities were placed 
along different poles. The eagles and par-
rots tend to be more fast paced and ver-
bal, while doves and owls are more even-
paced and reserved. 

Furthermore, doves and parrots tend 
to be more people-oriented while eagles 
and owls are more task-oriented. 

During the presentation, Giangrande 
showed clips of characters from different 
movies that exemplified different person-
ality types. 

For example, he showed a clip 
of Buddy the Elf from Elf, who he 
described as a perfect example of an 
Interactive type or a parrot. 

He hoped that by showing these 
clips people could get a more firm under-
standing of the different personality 
types. 

Giangrande also made sure to 
emphasize that while everyone has a cer-
tain personality type that is more fore-
front, that does not mean they can’t have 
characteristics of other personality types. 

Giangrande hoped that through this 
presentation, people would learn how to 
better interact and work with others. 

“A lot of it is focused on improving 
communication and what I really love 
about it is how it is focused on not just 
your professional life, but your personal 
life as well,” Giangrande said. 

He hoped that people would gain an 
understanding of these different person-
ality types and thus be able to identify 
what types other people are when they 
are interacting with them. 

By doing this, people can learn to 
approach different personality types in 
different ways in order to improve com-
munication and teamwork with them. 

Giangrande has been to many dif-
ferent places to give talks similar to this 
in the hopes of helping people to work 
better with others around them. 

“A lot of it is aimed at helping orga-
nizations, whether it be schools, differ-
ent businesses, anywhere that is look-
ing to improve their team building,” 
Giangrande said. 

If anyone has further questions 
about these personality types, they are 
welcome to reach out to Giangrande at 
wgiangrande123@gmail.com. 

LIBRARY, from page 1

At his presentation, Certified Facilitator from Take 
Flight Learning Will Giangrande showed clips of 
movie characters who exemplify different DISC 
personality types.  Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Certified Facilitator from Take Flight Learning Will Giangrande broke down the traits of 
the DISC personality types. 
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Holyoke football 
falls in Week 2

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

Jaybriel Rivera-Soto goes after the loose ball.

Christian Guzik attempts to take the 
ball away from a Chicopee player.

Erik Salinas-Salinas attempts 
to settle the ball.

Christian Piedra makes his way up the field.

Running back Avantaey Rivera 
tries to avoid being tackled.

The offensive line readies to protect its quarterback.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 

Jayderson Lugo secures a pass near 
the sideline.

Devin Velez looks to pass.Jayden Cauley-Guzman tries to power through Agawam’s defense.

Gracie Chesmore guides the ball.
Siobhan Armstrong makes her 
way up the field.

Mar ia l i s  Camacho  ge ts  a 
backhand on the ball.Kylie Blaha sends a free hit away.

Landon Koziara tries to clear the ball away.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 

Knights 
fall to 
Pacers

HOLYOKE – Last 
week, Chicopee High 
S c h o o l  b oy s  s o c c e r 
picked up its fifth win of 
the season as well as a 
tie to remain undefeated 
in 2024. First, the Pacers 
went to Holyoke High 
School and picked up 
a 4-1 win on the road. 
Abdulwahhab Alnuaimi 
scored two goals. Griffen 
We s l e y  a n d  T i a g o 
Destapado had the other 
goa l s  and  Zachar iah 
Varovoy had a single save 
for the win. Ryan Kennedy 
scored the lone goal for 
Holyoke, which is now 
0-5-2.

Knights take 
down Palmer

H O LY O K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke High School field 
hockey team picked up a win 
over host Palmer last Monday 
afternoon 8-1. The Knights 
are 4-4 on the season. Siobhan 
Armstrong had three goals 
for the Knights in the win. 
Holyoke next faces Amherst 
Regional on Tuesday, Oct. 1.

HOLYOKE –  Las t 
Thursday evening, Holyoke 
High School football fell 
to Agawam 21-14. The 
Knights had a lead heading 
into halftime, but Agawam 
was able to shut out the 
Knights offense during the 
second half while coming 

back with a pair of touch-
downs to take the lead. 
Holyoke falls to 0-2 on 
the season and has a rare 
Saturday game coming 
up. The Knights will face 
Taconic High School on 
Saturday, Sept. 28 at 3 p.m. 
on the road.
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HERMON, ME – Since D.J. Shaw 
won the Granite State Pro Stock Series’ 
Maine debut in 2016, every race in the 
Pine Tree State had been won by a Mainer 
leading into Sunday afternoon’s show-
down at Speedway 95.

And July winner Mike Hopkins kept 
that streak alive, picking up the win at his 
home track for a clean sweep of both vis-
its to the Hermon, Maine, third-mile.

The penultimate round of the 
GSPSS title chase thrust full-season chal-

lengers Evan Beaulieu and Casey Call 
into a Vacationland turf war, with past 
Speedway 95 winners Hopkins and Josh 
St. Clair leading the charge alongside 
reigning champion Travis Benjamin, still 
winless at the historic speedway.

St. Clair and Hopkins topped the 
charts in time trials, with Dave Farrington, 
Jr. clocking in third. Beaulieu qualified 
fifth and Call eighth, both thinking about 
the big picture as the green flag flew.

Unencumbered by the bigger picture, 

Hopkins drove to the front, putting on 
a clinic in front of the hometown fans. 
Benjamin was Hopkins’ biggest threat, 
but he could not catch Hopkins in the final 
laps, coming up about four seconds shy at 
the checkered flag.

St. Clair settled for third, with Ryan 
Deane and Farrington rounding out an all-
Maine top five.

Nick Jenkins was sixth, with title 
contenders Beaulieu and Call seventh and 
eighth. Veteran Gary Smith and Granite 

Stater Bobby Frappier rounded out the 
top ten.

Beaulieu now carries a 21-point 
advantage over Call into the season finale, 
with fans assured of a first-time GSPSS 
champion when the dust settles.

The GSPSS’ 13th season concludes 
on Oct. 6 at Lee USA Speedway, where 
the championship will be decided as part 
of Russ Conway’s Oktoberfest. Details of 
the championship finale will be released 
soon.

Hopkins keeps streak alive at Speedway 95
◗  Sports

Worcester Railers set to host preseason games
WORCESTER  – The  Worcester 

Railers Hockey Club  (@RailersHC), 
p r o u d   E C H L   ( @
E C H L )  a f f i l i a t e 
of  the   New York 
I s l a n d e r s   ( @
NYIslanders) and 
the Maine Mariners 
announced today 
a pair of preseason 
games to be played 
on Oct. 11  and 12, the 
weekend before the reg-
ular season begins.

The Mariners will host 
a game on Friday, Oct. 11 at 
Sidney J. Watson Arena at Bowdoin 
College at 7 p.m. while the Railers 

will host a game on Saturday, October 
12th at the Fidelity Bank Worcester Ice 

Center at 7:00 p.m. 
The preseason series 
kicks off the fourth 

season of the “VIP 
Rivalry Cup,” pre-

sented by VIP Tires & 
Service. 

The Railers have 
won the VIP Rivalry 

Cup, the regular sea-
son  ser ies  be tween 

Worcester and Maine, in 
two of its three seasons. The 

Railers won six of ten meetings 
last season between the teams, and will 
face off against Maine ten more times 

during the 2024-25 campaign.
VIP Tires & Service, a Quirk 

family-owned business for 97 years 
based in Auburn, Maine, operates 
70 locations throughout Maine, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut providing retail and 
wholesale tires and installation, and 
professional automotive services. VIP 
is the place where New Englanders turn 
for everything they need to keep their 
vehicles running at peak performance. 
For more information, visit:  www.
vipauto.com.

The Worcester Railers HC 2024-25 
Opening Weekend at the DCU Center is 
Saturday, Oct. 19 and Sunday, Oct. 20 
vs. the Reading Royals. 

MIAA looks to 
honor officials

The Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association is looking to collec-
tively recognize the efforts of our Game 
Officials. 

The  fa l l  Na t iona l  Off i c i a l s 
Appreciation Week will be held Oct. 6 
to 12. Once again, MIAA staff members 
will travel around the state to personally 
thank officials and support their efforts 
on the local level. We hope that you will 
consider recognizing them in some man-
ner. The Winter Officials Appreciation 
Week will be Jan. 13-18, 2025 and the 
Spring Officials Appreciation Week will 
be April 6-12, 2025.

CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 13th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 14thOctober 14th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.
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MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of Sale 
contained in that certain 
Mor tgage ,  Ass ignmen t 
o f  Leases  and  Ren t s , 
Fixture Filing, and Security 
Agreement given by 156 
High Holyoke MA, LLC 
(the “Mortgagor”) to Aloha 
Capital, LLC, dated April 14, 
2023 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds (the “Registry”) at 
24973, Page 440, as assigned 
to Reigo Securit ization 
Sponsor 2021-1, LLC, dated 
September 9, 2024 and 
recorded in Book 25566, Page 
146, of which Mortgage the 
undersigned is the present 
holder, for breach of the con-
ditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 11:00 AM 
on the 15th day of October, 
2024 at 156-162 High Street, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
being more particularly in 
said mortgage, to wit:

The land in Holyoke, 
H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, being known 
and being more particular-
lybbounded and described as 
follows:

Beginning at a point at 
the intersection of the east-
erly line of High Street 
with the Southerly line of 
Hampden Street; THENCE 
running Southwesterly by 
the Easterly line of High 
Street forty-nine (49) feet; 
THENCE Southeasterly and 
at right angles to said High 
Street eighty (80) feet to an 
alley or common passage-
way; THENCE Northeasterly 
by said passageway for-
ty-nine (49) feet to said 
Hampden Street; THENCE 
Nor thwes te r ly  by  sa id 
Hampden Street eight (80) 
feet to the point of the begin-
ning.

Containing 3,920 square 
feet of land more or less.

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 24014, Page 
102.

Said premises shall also 
be sold subject to and/or with 
the benefit of any and all 
other restrictions, easements, 
improvements, covenants, 
outstanding tax titles, munic-
ipal or other public taxes, 
assessments, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, attach-
ments and existing encum-
brances of record created 
prior to the Mortgage, if any 
there be, insofar as in force 
and applicable.

Said premises will also be 
sold subject to all leases and 
tenancies having priority over 
said Mortgage, to tenancies or 
rights of parties in possession 
now or at the time of said auc-
tion which are subject to said 
Mortgage, to rights or claims 
in personal property installed 
by tenants or former tenants 
now located on the premises, 
and to laws and ordinances 
including, but not limited to, 
all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.

Terms of sale:
The highest bidder in 

the sale shall deposit a bank 
treasurer’s check, or certi-
fied check in the amount of 
Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($20,000.00) at the time and 
place of the sale as a non-re-
fundable earnest money 
deposit towards the purchase 
price to be held at the option 
of the Mortgagee as liquidat-
ed damages for any default 
by the successful bidder. The 
highest bidder shall then be 
required to remit by federal 
wire transfer an addition-
al non-refundable deposit to 

bring in an amount sufficient 
to make the total deposit 
equal to ten percent (10%) of 
the purchase price within five 
(5) business days of the date 
of the public auction.

The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid 
upon delivery of the deed 
within thirty (30) days of 
the date of the public auc-
tion. Each successful bid-
der shall be required to sign 
a Memorandum of Sale at 
the public auction contain-
ing the terms herein and any 
additional terms set forth in 
the Memorandum of Sale or 
announced at the public auc-
tion.

In the event that any suc-
cessful bidder at the public 
auction fails to perform in the 
time specified to purchase 
the applicable premises, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, 
at its sole election, to sell such 
premises by foreclosure deed 
to the other qualified bidders, 
in descending order beginning 
with the next highest bidder, 
provided that in each case the 
next highest bidder delivers 
to Mortgagee the amount of 
the required deposit within 
three (3) business days after 
written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bid-
der and promptly executes a 
Memorandum of Sale provid-
ing for performance within 
thirty (30) days of execution. 
Mortgagee also reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to 
assume the bid of any default-
ing or declining bidder. The 
Mortgagee reserves the right 
to postpone this sale to a later 
date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appoint-
ed for the sale and to further 
postpone any adjourned sale 
date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appointed 
for the adjourned sale date.

Other  terms to  be 
announced at sale.

For inquiries concern-
ing the auction, please con-
tact Samantha Saperstein at 
ssaperstein@pesco.com.
Reigo Securitization Sponsor 

2021-1, LLC,
present holder of the 

Mortgage,

By its attorney,
Lauren A. Solar, Esq.
Hackett Feinberg P.C.

155 Federal Street, 9th Floor
Boston, MA 02110

09/20, 09/27, 10/04/2024 

MORTGAGEE’S 
SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in exe-
cution of the Power of Sale 
contained in that certain 
Mor tgage ,  Ass ignmen t 
o f  Leases  and  Ren t s , 
Fixture Filing, and Security 
Agreement given by 445 
High Holyoke MA, LLC 
(the “Mortgagor”) to Aloha 
Capital, LLC, dated April 11, 
2023 and recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds (the “Registry”) at 
24973, Page 410, as assigned 
to Reigo Securit ization 
Sponsor 2021-1, LLC dated 
September 9, 2024 and 
recorded in Book 25566, Page 
154, of which Mortgage the 
undersigned is the present 
holder, for breach of the con-
ditions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos-
ing the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 12:00 PM 
on the 15th day of October, 
2024 at 445-447 High Street, 
Holyoke, Massachusetts, 
being more particularly in 
said mortgage, to wit:

Parcel 1
Certain parcel of land with 

the buildings thereon, situated 
in said Holyoke, bounded and 
described as follows, viz

BEGINNING at a point 
of intersection of the westerly 

side of High Street with the 
northerly side of Essex Street 
and thence running

NORTHEASTERLY on 
said High Street Twenty-Eight 
(28) feet and one (1) inch; 
thence

NORTHWESTERLY at a 
right angle to said High Street 
ninety-seven (97) feet to the 
center line of an alley or com-
mon passageway (which pas-
sageway is fourteen wide); 
thence

SOUTHWESTERLY on 
said center line of said alley 
and parallel with said High 
Street Twenty-Eight (28) feet 
and one (1) inch to said Essex 
Street; thence

SOUTHEASTERLY on 
said Essex Street ninety-sev-
en (97) feet to the place of 
BEGINNING.

Containing 2,724 1/12 
square feet more or less.

PARCEL 2:
The land in Holyoke, 

H a m p d e n  C o u n t y , 
Massachusetts, with the build-
ings thereon, bounded and 
described as follows:

BEGINNING at the point 
of intersection of the westerly 
side of High Street with the 
southerly side of Essex Street 
and thence running

SOUTHWESTERLY on 
said High Street twenty-nine 
(29) feet and eight (8) inches; 
thence

NORTHWESTERLY at 
right angles with said High 
Street ninety-seven (97) feet 
to, the center line of an alley 
or common passageway 
(which passageway is four-
teen (14) feet wide); thence

NORTHEASTERLY on 
said center line of said alley 
and parallel with said High 
Street twenty-nine feet and 
eight (8) inches to said Essex 
Street thence

SOUTHEASTERLY on 
said Essex Street ninety-sev-
en (97) feet to the place of 
beginning.

Parcel ID: 0011-8-000001
For mortgagor’s title 

see deed recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 24895, Page 
181.

Said premises shall also 
be sold subject to and/or with 
the benefit of any and all 
other restrictions, easements, 
improvements, covenants, 
outstanding tax titles, munic-
ipal or other public taxes, 
assessments, liens or claims 
in the nature of liens, attach-
ments and existing encum-
brances of record created 
prior to the Mortgage, if any 
there be, insofar as in force 
and applicable.

Said premises will also be 
sold subject to all leases and 
tenancies having priority over 
said Mortgage, to tenancies or 
rights of parties in possession 
now or at the time of said auc-
tion which are subject to said 
Mortgage, to rights or claims 
in personal property installed 
by tenants or former tenants 
now located on the premises, 
and to laws and ordinances 
including, but not limited to, 
all building and zoning laws 
and ordinances.

Terms of  sale:  The 
highest bidder in the sale 
shall deposit a bank trea-
surer’s check, or certified 
check in the amount of 
Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($20,000.00) at the time and 
place of the sale as a non-re-
fundable earnest money 
deposit towards the purchase 
price to be held at the option 
of the Mortgagee as liquidat-
ed damages for any default 
by the successful bidder.  The 
highest bidder shall then be 
required to remit by federal 
wire transfer an addition-
al non-refundable deposit to 
bring in an amount sufficient 

to make the total deposit 
equal to ten percent (10%) of 
the purchase price within five 
(5) business days of the date 
of the public auction.  

The balance of the pur-
chase price shall be paid 
upon delivery of the deed 
within thirty (30) days of 
the date of the public auc-
tion. Each successful bid-
der shall be required to sign 
a Memorandum of Sale at 
the public auction contain-
ing the terms herein and any 
additional terms set forth in 
the Memorandum of Sale or 
announced at the public auc-
tion.

In the event that any suc-
cessful bidder at the public 
auction fails to perform in the 
time specified to purchase 
the applicable premises, the 
Mortgagee reserves the right, 
at its sole election, to sell such 
premises by foreclosure deed 
to the other qualified bidders, 
in descending order beginning 
with the next highest bidder, 
provided that in each case the 
next highest bidder delivers 
to Mortgagee the amount of 
the required deposit within 
three (3) business days after 
written notice of the default 
of the previous highest bid-
der and promptly executes a 
Memorandum of Sale provid-
ing for performance within 
thirty (30) days of execution. 
Mortgagee also reserves the 
right, at its sole election, to 
assume the bid of any default-
ing or declining bidder.  The 
Mortgagee reserves the right 
to postpone this sale to a later 
date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appoint-
ed for the sale and to further 
postpone any adjourned sale 
date by public proclamation 
at the time and date appointed 
for the adjourned sale date.

Other  terms to  be 
announced at sale.

For inquiries concern-
ing the auction, please con-
tact Samantha Saperstein at 
ssaperstein@pesco.com. 
Reigo Securitization Sponsor 

2021-1, LLC, 
present holder of the 

Mortgage,

By its attorney,
Lauren A. Solar, Esq.
Hackett Feinberg P.C.

155 Federal Street, 9th Floor
Boston, MA  02110

09/20, 09/27, 10/04/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P1869EA
Estate of: 

Virginia A Benoit
Also known as: 
Ginny Benoit

Date of Death: 06/09/2020
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by David J Ray 
of Mulino, OR requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests 
tha t :  David J  Ray of 
Mulino, OR be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right 

to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 

right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/10/2024. 
This  i s  NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an affidavit of 
objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under 
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons 
interested in the estate are 
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may 
petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the 
estate, including the dis-
tribution of assets and 
expenses of administration

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 04, 20244

Rosemary A Saccomani, 
Register of Probate

09/27/2024

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24C0295CA 

In the matter of: 
Kenyaniel Ariel Merced 

Castro
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change 

Name of Minor has been 
filed by Kenyaniel Ariel 
Merced Castro of Holyoke, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Kenyaniel Ariel Castro
 IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear 
for purposes of objecting 
to the petition by filing an 
appearance at: Hampden 
Probate and Family Court 
before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 10/07/2024.

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date:  September 09, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

9/27/2024

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
October 8, 2024, at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
83639398493; CALL IN 1 
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning 
Ordinance, a Special Permit 
for a Parking Reduction (Sec 
6.1.7), submitted by Chris 
and Cristie Elliott, C Elliott 
Developers, for 174-180 
Lyman Street, (012-04-001). 

For a complete copy 
of the application and site 
plan, contact the Planning 
Department at (413) 322-
5575.  

APPLICANT: 
Chris & Cristie Elliott 

PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch

09/20, 09/27/2024 

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

 Public Notices ◗
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2 LARGE AIR CONDITIONER 
units. 12,000 BTU and 13,500 BTU. 
$100/each or both for $150. 413-262-
5727.

CHERRY DINING ROOM SET, w/
glass hutch, buffet, table with 8 chairs. 
Mahogany bedroom set w/bureau and 
mirror. Wood dining table w/six chairs. 
Call 978-928-3866.

KITCHEN STOVES: Both black 30”, 
self cleaning, G.E. natural gas, $300. 
Maytag Genesis double oven glass 
top, electric, $450. 413-531-5611.

PTO CORDWOOD SAW $500, HD 
ladders (1) 24’, (2) 32’ $550; 2 Proctor 
wall jacks $500; 12 antique doors $50 
each or B.O. Call 413-813-8850. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

SEASONED FIREWOOD, (1.5- 
2 YRS) Stored inside off the 
ground. Cut, split, free delivery within 
10 miles. $270 per cord. Call 413-
218-3918.

SEASONED HARD WOOD $300/
cord; 2 or more $275/cord delivered. 
Edwin Wroblewski Logging, 413-824-
0731. 

Buying standing timber,
 paying good money.

TAG SALE
MULTI-FAMILY TAG SALE. Sat. 
& Sun. Sept. 28 -29, 8am-3pm. 
2 Merrill Road, Wilbraham. 
Something for everyone.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)807-0746

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DOG DAYCARE & TRAINING. 
SPACIOUS outdoor farm style dog 
daycare, relaxed pickup and drop-off 
times. Training, lessons also available. 
413-209-7744-Hampden, MA.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall 
repairs and chimney repairs. Fully li-
censed/insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 
413-566-5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
STOP WET BASEMENTS NOW!

MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext. 
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome. 
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing 
in residential roofs & repairs, chim-
ney repairs. Hampden, MA - 413-
566-5596/413-433-5073. Lic. 
#105950CSL. Fully insured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free 
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s 
Comp. Remove them before the wind 
takes them down. Cordwood, stump 
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRIND-
ING Fast, dependable service. Free 
estimates. Fully insured. Call Joe Sa-
black 413-436-9821, Cell 413-
537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CAMPERS
ATTENTION CAMPERS!

24’ camping trailer, sleeps 6 
(queen, bunks), w/complete hitch as-
sembly, new tires, refrigerator/stove/
bathroom/AC/heater many other fea-
tures. $2450 OBO. 413-250-7717. 

HELP WANTED: PART-TIME 
PODIATRY OFFICE, Portuguese 
speaking helpful. Ludlow, Mass. email 
resume to podbill@aol.com.

Ludlow Public School District 
CUSTODIAL SUBSTITUTES

On-call Monday thru Friday, 3pm-7pm. 
Submit resume and letter of intent to 

www.schoolspring.com.

PART-TIME SNOW PLOW DRIV-
ERS NEEDED for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2024-2025 season. 
Positions available for both CDL and 
non-CDL license.
If you are interested, please contact 
Highway Superintendent Richard Ayer 
at (508) 867-2451 or email hwy-
secretary@newbraintree org.

THE TOWN OF PALMER DPW  is 
seeking contractors for snow removal 
for the upcoming winter season. If in-
terested, contracts are available on 
the town website or at the DPW office. 
Completed contracts with a copy of 
the necessary insurance forms can 
be delivered to the DPW office locat-
ed at 1015 Bridge St. Palmer. Rates 
have been increased for fiscal year 
2025. Please call our office at (413) 
283-2615, M-F, 7a-330p, with any 
questions.

FOR SALE SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

SERVICES

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com
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THE TOWN OF WEST BROOK-
FIELD HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
IS LOOKING FOR PART-TIME 
PLOW DRIVERS This is an on-call 
position. Duties require a background 
in light and heavy equipment opera-
tion. High School Diploma or G.E.D. 
is required or experience may be sub-
stituted. Snow plowing experience is 
preferred but not required.
Must have a valid, clean MA Driver’s 
License and a DOT physical card. 
Starting pay is $20.82/hour or $23.85/
hour with a Class B License with air 
brakes.
This position is not eligible for bene-
fits. Alcohol, controlled substance and 
criminal background testing is man-
datory. 
Applications are available on the Town 
Website @ wbrookfield.com
Application deadline:  Friday, Novem-
ber 1, 2024, at 3:00 p.m.
Please contact: Jim Daley (508) 867-
1417 or via email jdaley@wbrook-
field.com
The Town of West Brookfield is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer and val-
ues diversity at all levels of the work-
force. EOE

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 

ASSISTANT TOWN 
COLLECTOR

GYM SUPERVISOR – P/T
HEAVY EQUIPMENT

OPERATOR 1
PUBLIC WORKS 

SKILLED WORKER

RECYCLING ATTENDANT – P/T

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to 
fill several vacancies. For application 
and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

REAL ESTATEHELP WANTED

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

including at the radio station WHYN/
AM. It was this hard work throughout 
her time at school that inspired her to 
establish the endowment in order to help 
students like her who struggled finan-
cially. 

She graduated from MHC in 
1948, and married her husband George 
Bernard Jr. later that year. 

Soon after, when she was only 23 
she won $100 from a New York radio 
program and used it to start the Golden 
Age Club. 

This was the first club of its kind 
in the country and the club persists 
even to this day. The group meets every 
Wednesday at 1 p.m. and they are wel-
coming new members.  

“It’s for seniors that get togeth-
er and enjoy their company, they have 
many things going on at the senior cen-
ter, whether it is bingo, exercising or 
musical things, it really is a great orga-
nization,” Divine said. 

Bernard and the other members of 
the club wanted to have a building for 
seniors, and she was the honorary chair-
person of the drive that eventually got 
the building built in Holyoke. 

Throughout all of this, Bernard 
continued working at the WHYN/AM, 
which eventually moved to Springfield 
and became the WHYN-TV/AM/FM 
where she did a live daily program 
called the Barbara Bernard show. 

She also wrote columns for sev-
eral newspapers, including the Daily 
Hampshire Gazette,  the Holyoke 
Transcript-Telegram, the Sunday 
Republican, the Morning Union and the 
Daily News. 

“Everybody knew her,  every-
body read her columns, the Mayor of 
Springfield looked forward to her col-
umn and then would call her,” Divine 
said. 

Later in her life, Bernard was 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from the Valley Club, being the 
first female and person from Holyoke 
to do so. 

She was also chosen as the Citizen 
of the Year by the Holyoke St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade Committee. 

In her obituary, which Bernard her-
self wrote, she shared how special a day 
this was for her. 

“The year I  received the St . 
Patrick’s award and rode in Harry 
Craven’s convertible in the parade was 
the sunniest day ever and as we drove 
along the parade route, I realized my 
life had been touched by hundreds of 
parade viewers lining the streets greet-
ing me, hugging me, calling out times 
when we had been together,” she wrote. 

These are just two of the many 
awards she received throughout her life-
time, all of which she truly deserved. 

Bernard will not be easily forgotten 
by Holyoke thanks to all she has done 
for its inhabitants. 

a two thirds majority vote meant two 
thirds of the council body that was 
present for the meeting. 

It also stated that all ordinances or 
parts of ordinances not consistent with 
this ruling would be repealed.  

In past discussions, several coun-
cilors had raised their concerns with 
this ordinance. 

City Council President Tessa 
Murphy-Romboletti did not want ordi-
nances to need a two thirds majority to 
pass. 

“It just gives us little space to make 
change…a very small minority can stop 
an ordinance from passing even if a 
majority of people on the council think 
it’s a great ordinance change,” Murphy-
Romboletti said.

Additionally, Murphy-Romboletti 
felt that the ordinance is not what 
Former Councilor Todd McGee would 
have wanted, and he was the one to ini-
tially bring the matter to the council’s 
attention. 

Councilor Juan Anderson-Burgos 
had voted for this ordinance prior to the 
mayoral veto, but afterward he gave it 
further consideration and decided he 
did not agree with it. 

“I look at the work I’ve spent in 
this room over the years,” Councilor 

Juan Anderson-Burgos said. “I feel that 
this rule congests all the work…so I’m 
changing my mind.”

Other councilors were frustrated 
that people were initially changing their 
minds on supporting this ordinance. 

Councilor Kevin Jourdain felt that 
the councilors who had changed their 
mind on the ordinance after veto only 
did so because the mayor had disap-
proved the ordinance.

“After a year of discussion, they 
got what they wanted but now the 
mayor is opposed so people are chang-
ing their votes,” Jourdain had said.  

Additionally, many councilors felt 
that this was the best compromise they 
could come up with on this matter. 

“I would like to remind my col-
leagues that we spent a long time com-
ing to a compromise,” Councilor Linda 
Vacon said. “I don’t think there is any-
body in the room for whom this was 
the perfect answer, and yet we came to 
a compromise with an 11-2 vote, and 
yet the mayor chose to veto it and this 
is really a matter for this body to be 
determining.”

With this information in mind, the 
council took the vote to override the 
veto and this time it passed, with only 
Murphy-Romboletti, Anderson-Burgos 
and Councilor Meagan Magrath-Smith 
voting against it.

ENTRANCE, from page 1

VETO, from page 1

STCC starting early childhood program
SPRINGFIELD – Springfield Technical 

Community College, Holyoke-Chicopee-Springfield 
Head Start (HCS) and dignitaries announced the 
opening of an HCS early childhood program on the 
STCC campus.

The opening of the facility will provide afford-
able child care for qualifying families in the region, 
as well as learning and training opportunities for 
STCC students.

The announcement came at a ribbon cutting 
ceremony in front of the new Head Start location 
in Building 14. Earlier in the year, the Association 
of Community College Trustees (ACCT) and the 
National Head Start Association (NHSA) initiated 
a partnership to increase the number of Head Start 
programs co-located on community college campus-
es. STCC is the first community college in Western 
Massachusetts to host a Head Start center. 

Also attending the ribbon cutting were members 
of the Springfield state delegation, STCC trustees 
and faculty as well as HCS Head Start board mem-
bers and leaders.

At the STCC campus location, HCS Head Start 
will provide services in one of the historic brick 
buildings located on the south side of the campus 
near State Street. HCS Head Start will have two 
classrooms, one for infants and toddlers, and a pre-
school classroom. 

The partnership will strengthen workforce devel-
opment opportunities for educators, said HCS Head 
Start Chief Executive Officer Nicole Blais. 

“This exciting partnership will allow us to pro-
vide access to affordable care for qualifying stu-
dents,” Blais said. “We also will collaborate with 
STCC’s early childhood education program and give 
students the opportunity to do their student teach-
ing.”

HCS Head Start will provide internship oppor-
tunities for students studying in various disciplines 
across the STCC campus.

“This partnership allows us to create a pipeline 
to employment for future early childhood educators,” 
Blais said.

STCC President John B. Cook expressed enthu-

siasm for the new partnership. Research shows 
access to child care can remove barriers for students 
with children. 

“We are thrilled to welcome HCS Head Start to 
our campus,” he said. “We very much view this col-
laboration as a version of what is termed in the field 
as a ‘lab school,’ with a focus on workforce devel-
opment – our students deeply embedded with Head 
Start programming and teaching.  On the cusp of the 
60th anniversary of Head Start, how exciting to for-
malize this partnership in Springfield.”

Springfield Mayor Domenic J. Sarno said, “I 
want to thank Nicole Blais, CEO of HCS Head Start, 
and her dedicated staff for everything they do for our 
students and the community. I also want to thank 
STCC President John Cook and team for being great 
partners to our Springfield.

“The importance of strong early childhood edu-
cation cannot be overstated,” Sarno said. “We will 
continue to invest in our students, families and youth 
who are furthering their education and bring them 
the tools and opportunities they need to succeed. 
There is no limit to what our young people can 
accomplish and my administration will continue to 
do what we can to make sure that our youth have the 
skills and opportunities to succeed in life.”

In  February  2024,  the  Associa t ion  of 
Community College Trustees (ACCT), along with 
partner National Head Start Association (NHSA), 
announced the launch of the Kids on Campus initia-
tive to bring more Head Start programs to commu-
nity college campuses throughout the United States. 
The joint project offers a practical, commonsense 
approach to solving challenges in child care and edu-
cation, according to the ACCT announcement.

The ACCT stated that qualifying student parents 
receive free, high quality child care and early educa-
tion for their families from the Head Start program. 
Colleges obtain an expert partner to operate on-site 
child care from Head Start, which also has the ability 
to apply funding to retrofit buildings on campus. 

For more information about HCS Head Start and 
to find out if you and your family are eligible for 
enrollment, visit hcsheadstart.org.

 In The News ◗

Pet supplies fundraising tag sale
BELCHERTOWN – Belchertown 

Animal Control will hold a fundrais-
ing Pet Supply and Gifts Tag Sale on 
Saturday, Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the shelter, 165 George Hannum St.

There will be lots of pet Halloween 
outfits, leashes, collars, harnesses, 
beds, sweaters, food, treats, carriers, 
litter boxes, toys, stairs, gates, ramps, 
etc. and many one of a kind items. 

Some items are new and some are gen-
tly used, but all will be priced to sell.

Tag sale items are items donated 
by community members and friends, 
but not currently needed at the shelter. 

All money raised from these items 
benefits the ACO Gift Fund which 
helps shelter and community pets with 
extra needs such as surgery or pre-
scriptions.The Holyoke SunThe Holyoke Sun
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Wilbraham & Monson Academy

OPEN HOUSE

For families interested in grades 6-12, PG.

Sunday, Oct. 6, 10 a.m.

Meet faculty, students, parents and coaches.
Learn more about our programs and community. Tour our campus.

rsvp: www.wma.us/openhouse

attendees marched back to Veterans Park where more 
guest speakers gave speeches and attendees were able 
to enjoy food and the resources available from different 
community organizations. 

Throughout the event, there were also live intakes 
available to treatment facilities, thanks to Highway to 
Hope.  

For LeBeau, this event is about the unity it brings 
to all who attend. 

“Every person, every family and every community 
is the focal point to this Recovery Month,” LeBeau said. 

His favorite part of the day is seeing everyone come 
together and celebrate the progress they have made in 
fighting addiction. 

“The highlight of the day for all of us is, whether 
we were here 20 minutes or 20 years, it’s watching 
those individuals walk down the street with a sign say-
ing you don’t have to live the way you are anymore,” 
LeBeau said. “There is a solution to the problem at hand 
and…we’re here to help people find that solution.”

This event is held as part of National Recovery 
Month, which occurs every September.

“It promotes and supports new evidence-based 
treatment and recovery practices,” LeBeau said. “This 
nation’s strong and proud recovery community, such as 
Holyoke and the surrounding areas, and the dedication 
of service providers and community partnerships make 
recovery in all forms possible.” 

LeBeau works with Hope for Holyoke as well as 
many other community organizations in order to put this 
celebration on. 

He is grateful for every single person who contrib-
uted their time and funding to helping make this event, 
and the work the community organizations do, possible. 

“Our team is not just Hope for Holyoke, it’s the 
entire recovery community,” LeBeau said. “That is how 
we pass the message and spread hope to those in need.”

He has seen that with the work and support from 
the community, people in need can get the support they 
deserve as they work to fight against the disease of 
addiction. 

“Addiction recovery process is possible for anyone, 
if they choose to seek it, and that’s what we do here at 
Hope for Holyoke,” LeBeau said. 

Hope for Holyoke is a peer led organization that 
works to support those in the community who are strug-
gling with the disease of addiction. Anyone is welcome 
to come and get the support they need. 

“Addiction doesn’t close, it is a 24/7 killer and 
what we do is try to do what we can to fight it on a daily 
basis,” LeBeau said. 

To keep up with the events Hope for Holyoke puts 
on, go to their Facebook page titled Hope for Holyoke 
Recovery Center. 

You can also call their office at 413-561-1020 or go 
in person at 100 Suffolk Street in Holyoke. 

FLAG, from page 1

◗  In The News

As the Recovery Day celebration attendees marched through 
the city, they had a variety of chants including “What do we 
have? Hope! What do we love? Holyoke” and “Recovery is 
possible! ¡Sí se puede!”

Those marching in celebration of Recovery Day held up a 
variety of signs. 

Highway to Hope Coordinator and Production Manager at 
Hope for Holyoke Kevin LeBeau welcomed everyone to the 
Recovery Day celebration and flag raising. 

City Councilor Israel Rivera shared his own familys’ 
struggles with addiction and reminded people that recovery 
is possible.  Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

The Recovery Month flag was raised outside of City Hall as a 
part of Holyoke’s Recovery Day celebration.


