
WEST SPRINGFIELD 
– The City of Holyoke was 
celebrated at The Big E last 
Tuesday. 

Holyokers made their 
way to the big fair and were 
the featured part of the daily 
parade that takes place. 

Representing the city 
were several city officials 
including Mayor Joshua 
Garcia, the Holyoke High 

School band and cheerlead-
ers, and the city’s Grand 
Colleen Moira Catherine 
Reardon.

Holyoke High School cheer squad pose on The Big E merry-go-round at this year’s fair. See more photos on page 10.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

HCC holds annual 24-hour film festival
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

HOLYOKE — This 
past  weekend,  Holyoke 
Community College (HCC) 
hosted its 8th annual Leslie 

Philips 24-hour film festival, 
which kicked off with quite 
a celebration as more than 50 
guests gathered and stopped 
by to partake in the ‘Green’ 
Carpet preshow which fea-
tured concessions, photo ops, 

and a chance to get to know a 
little bit about the theatrical 
and fine arts program at the 
school. 

Reflecting on how the 
fine arts program has evolved 
over the course of time, 

while foreshadowing their 
involvement with the pro-
duction was Donna DeFant, 
HCC Alumnus from the class 
of ‘77. 

“I was one of the first 
actors to perform on this 
stage in 1975 when we 
opened with ‘The Elephant 
Man’, and then we did a 
‘Funny Thing Happened 
on the Way to the Forum,” 
DeFant said. “I did my two 
years, and in the fall of 1977, 
I was tapped to direct a huge 
show called ‘The Madwoman 
of Chaillot’, and then I start-
ed coming back in all roles, 
such as guest performer, 
director, and then in 1983 
we said ‘you know us alum-
ni keep coming back, to do 
shows, lets do an alumni pro-
duction.” DeFant revealed 
that the idea led to a spark 
which created the fine arts 
a lumni  h is tor ic  group, 
called and titled ‘The HCC 
Alumni Players’, which hit 
the ground running with their 
1983 production of ‘Bustop’. 
She also provided a bit of 
history on how the 24-hour 
film festival became a reality.

Group photo from HCC representatives and alumni.	 Turley photos by Brendan Rooney
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Most 
r ecen t ly,  t he  c i t y  o f 
Holyoke sought the input 
of citizens for the use 
of opioid lawsuit settle-
ments. The city utilized 
a survey and it is also 
appointing a committee to 
assist in the best use of 
the funds.

Now, the city is look-
ing for more input. This 
time, surveys are needed 
for the city’s Open Space 
and Recreation Plan.

The OSRP is a tool 
that outlines communi-
ty strategies for manag-
ing and improving natural 
conservation areas, recre-
ational facilities, and open 
spaces. Municipalities are 
required to have an active 
OSRP to be eligible for 
certain grant funds.

The grant  funding 
allows the city to do vari-
ous projects that cannot be 
funded by the Community 
Preservation Act Fund. 
That fund has multiple 
purposes, including open 
space and recreation. But 
there are limits to how 
those funds can be used, 
including the inability to 
use it on artificial surfac-
es.

The city encourages 
to take this opportunity to 
share your thoughts and 
feedback on open space 
and recreation in Holyoke. 
Citizen input is valuable 
and will help shape the 
future of these important 
resources and amenities.

This survey is esti-
mated will take you 5 
minutes to complete.

Take the survey in 
English:  https://forms.gle/
K188K9NCkA2qt4Po8.

City needs help 
with open space 
plan survey

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Though 
the mayor’s seat is likely 
not on the line, there will be 
many contested races on the 
ballot for the city council and 
school committee.

Only 305 total voters 
from Wards 1 and 5 com-
bined turned out to partici-
pate in the Sept. 16 primary.

There were two seats 
that needed to have the can-
didates narrowed down. In 
Ward 1, the city council seat 
currently occupied by Jenny 
Rivera had three candidates 
needing to be narrowed to 
two. Rivera, the incumbent, 
remained in the race with 
49 votes, while challeng-
er Victor Machado DeJesus 
car r ied  62 votes .  Jose 
Candelario was eliminated 
from the race, only receiving 
17 votes.

The other seat need-
ing to have candidates 
finalized was for the Ward 
5 School Committee seat. 
Jens Michaelsen received 72 
votes and Aida Luz Oquendo 
received 54 votes to advance 
to the general election. James 
Alan Rossmeisl had 49 votes 
and was eliminated.

With those two races 
finalized, the entire ballot 
now takes shape.

Mayor Joshua Garcia is 
unopposed barring a major 

write-in campaign. He is 
likely to win his second term 
in a walk after outlasting 
several candidates to win the 
mayor’s seat in 2021. City 
Clerk Brenna Murphy Leary 
is also unopposed.

In the at-large city coun-
cil race, there are nine can-
didates for six seats. Tessa 
Murphy-Romboletti, the cur-
rent council president leads 
the pack, along with Michael 
Sullivan, Patricia Devine, 
Kevin Jourdain, Howard 
Greaney, Jr. ,  and Israel 
Rivera. Jennifer Keitt, Mimi 
Panitich, and Christopher 
Dunay are challengers.

Wa r d  3  C o u n c i l o r 
David Bartley will be chal-
lenged by Anne Thalheimer. 
Ward 4 will be up for grabs 
between Peter Diaz, Jr. and 
Ricard Paul Purcell. Wards 
2, 5, 6, 7 councilors will be 
unopposed. Nicole Marie 
Maisonet is the only coun-
cilor running in Ward 2, and 
will be new to the body bar-
ring a write-in candidate.

The Ward 5 school com-
mittee seat was the only 
contested race for School 
Committee. Gladys Lebron-
Martinez will run in Ward 1, 
and Patrick Bryan Beaudry 
will be a new member for 
Ward 6. Longtime School 
Committee member William 
Collamore will not be seek-
ing re-election.

Ballot finalized 
following primary

See BALLOT, page 7
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State agency closes down unsafe bridge near Heritage State Park
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Massachusetts Department 
of Transportation announced 
this week it has closed down 
a bridge on Appleton St that 
goes over the canal near 
Heritage State Park.

The mayor’s  office 
i ssued  a  press  re lease 
announcing the closure.

“An Inspection Team 
from MassDOT found a hole 
that was 20 inches high and 

12 inches wide in Girder 3 in 
the area that the gunite (dry-
mix concrete) had fallen off 
of Girder 3,” Garcia stated. 
“Due to the widespread dete-
rioration of the girders that 
is visible and is not encased 
in gunite, it has been deter-
mined that the bridge be 
closed to all traffic.”

The  p r e s s  r e l e a se , 
issued on Tuesday, Sept. 23, 
said another inspection was 
scheduled to be held later in 
the week.

Garcia said the City of 

Holyoke Mayor’s Office, 
Engineering Department, 
Department of Public Works, 
Pol ice,  Fire ,  Economic 
Development and Planning, 
and Cataldo Ambulance 
have met and all agencies 
are aware and have made 
changes in their emergency 
response routes. The City 
is working on final detour 
routes at which time the 
public will be notified. In 
the meantime, Garcia asks 
that drivers follow detour 
route signage that is already 

installed.
“On Thursday,” Garcia 

said, “MassDOT will be 
inspecting the bridge on 
Appleton Street over the 
second level canal at Race 
Street. We will immediate-
ly notify the public of any 
impacts on roadway access 
resulting from that inspec-
tion.”

“MassDOT lists these 
bridges for replacement in 
the State Transportation 
Improvements Program,” the 
Mayor said. “The City will 

be lobbying our legislators 
and the Commonwealth to 
accelerate the schedule.”

“We will update the 
public as we develop a local 
response and traffic plan to 
this sudden event.”

The closure of the bridge 
could cause a major incon-
venience from some motor-
ist as it leads to the center of 
downtown Holyoke, though 
there are multiple streets that 
have bridges crossing the 
canal from Main St.

It is not known what 

prompted an inspection 
from the state, though it 
is possible that since the 
bridge is on a MassDOT list 
for replacement, they were 
simply checking its status 
to gauge priorities for the 
Transportation Improvements 
Program. Appleton St. is a 
part of Rte. 141, which is a 
state route.

Residents should be pre-
pared for potential delays as 
a result of detours that are 
created to get around the 
shuttered bridge. 

at   The Big ESalute to HolyokeSalute to Holyoke
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Skeletal Secrets with 
the Skinner Servants Tour

H O LYO K E  –  A s 
the night grows long and 
a chill lingers in the air, 
Wistariahurst Museum is 
delighted to announce a new, 
frightfully fantastic character 
tour: Skeletal Secrets with 
the Skinner Servant on Oct. 
24 at 5:30 p.m. Join a ghost-
ly guide as former residents 
of this historic house mani-
fest to speak of eerie events 
and strange happenings that 
occurred during their mor-
tal lives. Discover dark tales 
of death, loss, and spirits 
that are said to still roam 
our halls to this day as you 
wander through the home. 
This unique character tour 
of Wistariahurst Museum 
includes standing, walking, 
and transitioning between 
the first and second floors 
using our Grand Staircase in 
dim lighting. This tour may 
include loud noises, chal-
lenging subjects, and possi-
ble jump scares. Parents are 
advised to consider these 
factors before purchasing 
tickets. If any guest has a 
question about accessibil-

ity and how to fully enjoy 
this immersive tour, we ask 
that you email us with your 
inquiries.

“Our volunteers are 
eager to reveal these tales 
to our community,” Penni 
Martorell, City History, 
comments. “This tour is the 
best way to learn some of 
the secrets hidden beneath 
our walls.” 

This new, spine-tin-
gling tour offers a unique 
way to experience a guid-
ed tour of the historic house 
with our volunteers as they 
portray the spirits guests 
will encounter. Join us 
for a memorable journey 
through the ghastly tales of 
Wistariahurst. Venture into 
where history intersects with 
the supernatural this fall 
with general admission tick-
ets selling at $18. Museum 
Members can use their dis-
count for $15 tickets. Our 
specialized character tours 
are beloved by our commu-
nity and sell fast, so make 
sure you secure your tickets 
before they are gone.

HCC Gateway to College program earns national nods for excellence
HOLYOKE –  For the 

third consecutive year –  and 
sixth time in the past nine – 
the Gateway to College pro-
gram at Holyoke Community 
College has received a 
national excellence award 
from its parent network, 
Achieving the Dream.  

Achieving the Dream 
presents excellence awards 
to its Gateway affiliates 
when those programs meet 
or exceed four benchmark 
criteria: grade point aver-
age, retention (one-year per-
sistence and two-year per-
sistence rates), and gradua-
tion rate. 

The Gateway to College 
program at HCC has won 
one or more benchmark 
awards for the last 10 years, 
and the excellence award 
in 2016, 2017, 2020, 2022, 
2024, and 2025. 

Through Gateway to 
College, students who have 
dropped out of high school, 
or are at risk for dropping 
out, complete their high 
school diplomas in col-
lege-based programs while 

simultaneously earning cred-
its toward a college certifi-
cate or degree. 

HCC has  hos ted  a 
Gateway to College program 
since 2008. The program 
enrolled 144 students during 

the academic year when they 
received the award. 

“We earned this award 
because young  people who 
disconnected from tradition-
al education were willing 
to trust us and give school 

another chance, and our 
amazing instructors and 
staff were patient and flexi-
ble and willing to give some 
grace as our young people 
navigated really  challenging 
lives,” said Vivian Ostrowski, 

HCC’s Gateway to College 
program director. “We now 
have 662 high school gradu-
ates from 25 school districts, 
and we hope that our com-
munity is stronger and kind-
er because of those grads and 
the hope and investment they 
bring.”

During the assessment 
year (2024-2025), students 
entered Gateway with an 
average GPA of 1.57, com-
pared to a network average 
of 1.89, and finished their 
first term with an average 
GPA of 2.89, compared to a 
national average of 2.55. 

T h e  o n e - y e a r  p e r -
sistence rate at HCC was 94 
percent, compared to a 63 
percent network average; 
two-year persistence at HCC 
was 88 percent, compared to 
a national average of 63. 

HCC’s three-year grad-
uation rate was 84 percent, 
compared to a national 
Gateway average of 65. 

“Gateway to College 
programs provide a critical 
second chance for vulnera-
ble high school students and 

a powerful testament to the 
importance of wraparound 
support services and creating 
a sense of belonging in col-
lege,” said Emily Froimson, 
executive vice president 
of Achieving the Dream. 
“Nearly 75 percent of pro-
gram graduates nationwide 
continue their postsecondary 
education.”

At the most recent HCC 
Gateway to College grad-
uation in June, 47 students 
earned their high school 
diplomas from nine differ-
ent communities: Chicopee, 
Eas thampton,  Holyoke , 
L u d l ow,  N o r t h a m p t o n , 
P a l m e r ,  S p r i n g f i e l d , 
Wes t  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  and 
Westfield.  Collectively, they 
finished Gateway with an 
average GPA of 3.1 and col-
lected 398 college credits. 
Thirty-five of them are con-
tinuing on in college, most 
of them at HCC.

“Our graduates have 
earned more than 100 col-
lege degrees, with many 
more in progress,” Ostrowski 
said.

Fill out an opioid survey
HOLYOKE –   The 

City of Holyoke Opioid 
Community Survey  is now 
accepting responses until 
Oct. 3. The survey is pro-
vided in both English and 
Spanish from one link.

Ten survey takers will 
be randomly selected for 
prizes and announced at 
the Nov. 3 public meeting.   

Prize winners do not need 
to be present. Please share 
the link with your networks.   
The survey link is also avail-
able on Facebook and https://
www.holyoke.org/opioid-re-
sponse/

People without internet 
access may call 413-322-
5610 and take the survey 
over the phone.

HPL to host 
puzzle race,
swap event

HOLYOKE – On 
Saturday, Oct. 4 at 11 
a.m., Holyoke Public 
Library will host a puzzle 
race and swap event. 

The race is intended 
for amateur puzzlers age 
13 and up. Bring puzzles 
to donate and swap. 

Light refreshments 
will be provided. Call 
413-420-8119 or email 
rsiniaho@holyokelibrary.
org to register teams of 
two to four players.

Live Music
Every 

Weekend!
onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
Sept. 26th

Lauren
Fleit

Saturday, 
Sept. 27th

Frank
Serafino

Friday, 
Oct. 3rd

The 
Healys

Saturday, 
Oct. 4th

Dee
Reilly

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Gateway to College Learning Specialist Shannon Glenn, left, and Program Director Vivian Ostrowski 
hold a 2025 excellence award the program received from its parent network, Achieving the Dream.

Submitted photo

Paper City Food Festival to take place Oct. 11
HOLYOKE – Nueva 

Esperanza will host the 5th 
Annual Paper City Food 
Festival on Saturday and 
Sunday, Oct. 11 and 12 
t ransforming downtown 
Holyoke into a two-block, 
open-air celebration of local 
cuisine, culture, music, and 
community. This year’s fes-
tival will also serve a spe-
cial purpose: a portion of 

activities will support Grace 
“Gracie” Gianna Falcon, a 
courageous four-year-old 
from Holyoke who is battling 
B-Cell Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia (B-ALL). 

“The Paper City Food 
Festival is about the best of 
Holyoke—our flavors, our 
music, our small business-
es, and our heart,” said Paper 
City Food Festival organiz-

ers. “By coming together this 
year, we’ll not only enjoy an 
incredible weekend down-
town, we’ll also stand with 
Gracie and her family.”

On Saturday, Oct. 11, 
the event will take place 
from 2 to 10 p.m. and then 
12 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, 
Oct., 12. It will span two 
city blocks from Appleton to 
Dwight St.

Nurse Appreciation Car Wash set for Sept. 27
HOLYOKE –  Gary 

Rome Hyundai and MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center are 
teaming up to honor nurses 
with Scrubs to Suds!, a free 
nurse appreciation car wash 
on Saturday, Sept. 27, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at the Gary Rome 
Car Wash • Dog Wash • Detail 
Center, 180 Whiting Farms 
Road, Holyoke, MA.

All nurses who present 
a work badge will receive 
the “Best in Show” wash (a 
$24 value) at no cost as a 
thank-you for their dedica-
tion to patient care. On site, 
MiraVista staff will share 
information about behavior-
al health services, highlight 
nursing career opportunities, 
and showcase how the orga-
nization supports individ-
uals and families across the 
region. Light refreshments 
will be available, and nurses 
will receive a small free gift 
courtesy of the Gary Rome 
Car Wash • Dog Wash • Detail 
Center and MiraVista (while 

supplies last).
“I believe it is important 

to support those who give 
selflessly to our community,” 
said Gary Rome, President 
of Gary Rome Hyundai. 
“Nurses are the heartbeat of 
healthcare, and they deserve 
recognition not only for their 
skill, but also for the compas-
sion they show every single 
day. This partnership with 
MiraVista allows us to say 
‘thank you’ in a meaningful 
way, and we are proud to cel-
ebrate their contributions.”

“This innovative event 
is a wonderful way to thank 
not only our own dedicated 
nursing team, but also nurses 
throughout the community,” 
said Kimberley Lee, Chief 
of Creative Strategy and 
Development at MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center. 
“It is also an opportunity for 
nurses to learn more about the 
meaningful work being done 
at MiraVista and how they 
can be part of a growing and 

supportive healthcare orga-
nization. We are especially 
grateful to Gary Rome for his 
partnership in bringing this 
fun and unique appreciation 
event to life.”

As an added show of 
appreciation, Emergency 
Services employees are eli-
gible for a 25% discount on 
car wash memberships at the 
Gary Rome Car Wash • Dog 
Wash • Detail Center—anoth-
er way the dealership recog-
nizes the critical contributions 
of those on the frontlines.

Fall Festival at St. Paul’s
H O LY O K E  –   S t . 

Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
4 8 5  A p p l e t o n  S t r e e t , 
H o l y o k e  w i l l  h o l d 
t h e i r   Fa l l  F e s t iva l  o n 
Saturday,  Sept.  27 from 
9 a .m.  to  3 p.m.  in  the 
Par ish  Hal l  and  on  the 
Church grounds.

There wil l  be some-
thing for everyone: Gift 

b a s ke t  r a f f l e s ,  $ 5  f u n 
ra i s ing  ra ff le ,  vendors , 
plants, bake sale, a cafe’, 
and  outdoor activities for 
families.

Free ample parking is 
located behind the church 
and all are welcome.

For more information, 
p l ea se  ca l l  t he  chu rch 
office at 413-532-5060.

Nominees sought for this year’s Veterans Day awards
HOLYOKE – The City 

of Holyoke’s Patriotic Events 
Committee is searching for 
nominations for this year’s 
awards which are to be pre-
sented at the Veterans Day 
ceremony, on November 11th, 
2025. The awards are Public 

Safety of the Year, Veteran of 
the Year, Citizen of the Year, 
and Local Business of the 
Year.

The criteria for these 
awards are as follows: 

For Public Safety of the 
Year, we are seeking an indi-

vidual who has shown out-
standing performance in the 
protection of the general pub-
lic and has exhibited a willing-
ness to exceed expectations. 

For Veteran of the Year, 
we are pursuing a veteran who 
has shown grand support and 

dedication for others in the 
community. 

For Citizen of the Year, 
we are searching for an indi-
vidual who has exhibited 
inspiration through their lead-
ership, volunteerism, and dear 
contributions to the advances 

of the community. 
For Local Business of the 

year, we are seeking a local 
business that has shown great 
patriotism and support for the 
veteran community. 

Nominees must be resi-
dents of Holyoke or individ-

uals who have made valuable 
contributions to the City of 
Holyoke. Anyone can nomi-
nate. 

Nominations can be sent 
by email to rual@holyoke.org. 
Deadline for nominations is 
Oct. 25.
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Hibernian Clothing and 
Food Drive benefits 
Providence Ministries 2025

H O L Y O K E  – 
The Ancient Order of 
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties along 
with the Polish National 
Credit Union Announce 
the Annual Clothing and 
Food Drive for Providence 
Ministries from September 
to Dec. 1.

Please drop off gen-
tly used clothing, blan-
kets, sleeping bags, and/
or non-perishable food 

items to the Polish National 
Credit Union 270 Westfield 
Rd. Holyoke. Make a dona-
tion and be entered to win a 
raffle basket.

Please help those who 
are experiencing food inse-
curity and assist Providence 
Ministries as they continue 
to transform lives through 
their life-changing pro-
grams. Stop by the PNCU-
your efforts will be greatly 
appreciated.

Hear some 
ghost stories 
at HPL

H O L Y O K E  – 
Holyoke Public Library 
will present, New England 
Ghosts on Tuesday, Sept. 
30 at 6 p.m. 

This is an adult pro-
gram of supernatural story 
and magic. You will hear 
a legend from each New 
England state, true stories, 
information on how to visit 
sites, and it will be per-
formed by Jonah Knight. 

The event is rated 
PG-13.

Mall hosting 
Halloween event

HOLYOKE –  Families 
and children of all ages are 
invited to Holyoke Mall’s 
annual Halloween Mall-O-
Ween, trick-or-treating event, 
on Thursday, Oct. 30 from 4 
to 6 p.m. Participating mall 
retailers will be handing out 
candy throughout the 
center, making it the 
perfect destination 
for little ghouls and 
goblins to safely 
enjoy trick-or-
treating.

A t t e n d e e s 
can also par-
ticipate in a 
Social Media 
C o s t u m e 

Contest. Simply snap a photo 
while trick-or-treating at the 
mall, post it on Facebook and/
or Instagram, follow and tag 
the mall @HolyokeMall, and 
use the hashtag #HolyokeMall 
Halloween2025. Contestants 
must be at least 18 years of 

age. Winners will be 
announced on Nov. 
3 and awarded spook-
tacular prizes.

For full details 
regarding Halloween 
M a l l - O - W e e n , 
please visit https://
www.holyokemall.
com/event /ha l -
loween-mall-o-
ween-2025/.
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HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College recent-
ly welcomed Linda Chavers, 
Ph.D., as the inaugural 
director of its new office of 
Restorative Practices and 
Mediation.

A published writer, edu-
cator, and consultant, Chavers 
has spent her career examin-
ing structures of institution-
al inequality and reimagining 
what justice can look like in 
the field of education. She 
brings to HCC a specializa-
tion in restorative practices in 
the workplace, including cri-
sis management, curriculum 
design, diversity support, and 
organizational development. 

Most recently, she has 
been working as a nonprof-
it leadership consultant and a 
national executive search con-
sultant.  

Prior to that, she spent 
15 years in higher educa-
tion, serving as co-direc-
tor and English professor at 
The Clemente Course in the 
Humanities in Dorchester, 
Mass.; resident dean, assistant 
dean, and lecturer at Harvard 
College; and assistant profes-
sor of instruction at Temple 
University in Philadelphia. 
She also was an instructor 
of English at Phillips Exeter 
Academy, Exeter, N.H.

Chavers holds a Ph.D. in 
African and African American 
S tud ie s  f rom Harva rd 
University, a master’s degree 

in English from Harvard, and 
a bachelor’s degree in cul-
tural studies from New York 
University.

She began her role at 
HCC on July 30.

“I am honored to join 
Holyoke Community College 
as the inaugural director of the 
office of Restorative Practices 
and Mediation,” said Chavers. 

The office of Restorative 
Practices and Mediation is 
part of HCC’s division of 
People, Culture and Equity. 
In her position, Chavers 
works closely with the office 
of People and Talent (human 
resources) and the college’s 
chief impact officer (affirma-
tive action and Title IX) to 
ensure HCC approaches its 
work with care, accountabili-
ty, and a commitment to equi-
ty.

“This office represents 
a bold step forward in our 
commitment to cultivat-
ing a campus culture rooted 
in healing, accountability, 
and relational justice,” said 
Marlowe Washington, vice 
president of People, Culture 
and Equity. “We are pleased 
to welcome  Dr.  Chavers  to 
HCC. She brings with her a 
rare blend of scholarly depth, 
lived experience, and vision-
ary leadership.”

O r i g i n a l l y  f r o m 
Washington, D.C., and most 
recently Boston, Chavers now 
lives in Hartford, Conn.

Parks and Rec hosting 
Harper’s Haven event

HOLYOKE – The 
H o l y o k e  P a r k s  a n d 
Recreation Department cor-
dially invite the Holyoke 
community to the 5th 
Annual Harper’s Haven 
Halloween Event.  This 
event will take place on 
Friday, Oct. 3, from 5:30 to 
7 p.m. at Community Field 
(off Cherry Street).

Music will be pro-
vided by DJ Brian Nicks. 
Enjoy pizza, cookies and 
goodie bags while supplies 
last. Visit and take pic-
tures with Moana and the 

Mandalorian. Dazzleday 
Balloon artists will be at 
the event. Visit with the 
Holyoke Fire Department. 
We a r  y o u r  f a v o r i t e 
Halloween Costume.

This event is free of 
charge, weather permitting.  
This event is sponsored 
by the Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department and 
Harper’s Family.  

For more information 
visit our web site at www.
holyoke.org or call the Parks 
& Recreation Department at 
(413) 322-5620.

Volunteers sought to serve on Opioid Advisory Committee
HOLYOKE – The City of 

Holyoke seeks Holyoke resi-
dents (18+ years old) to serve 
on a volunteer Citizens Opioid 
Advisory Committee (COAC) 
overseen by the Office for 
Community Development to 
review grant applications and 
make funding recommenda-
tions to the Mayor.

Up to nine members will 
be selected. Committee mem-
bers should live, stay, or other-
wise have a strong connection 
to the City as the Committee 
will be making decisions that 
affect all Holyokers.

The COAC is an oppor-

tunity to actively participate 
in local government, and to 
make meaningful decisions 
regarding the use of opioid 
litigation settlement funds 
awarded to the city. Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia seeks com-
munity members who have 
personal or lived experience 
with opioid use or substance 
use disorders including those 
actively using opioids, those 
in recovery, those with family 
members impacted by opioid 
use disorder, those who have 
experienced a loss associated 
with opioid use disorder and 
young adults. 

COAC members will 
meet in the evening approx-
imately three times per year 
depending on the grant cycles. 
Training and professional 
staff support will be provid-
ed. Committee members will 
be required to complete the 
Massachusetts State Ethics 
Training Program (free, 
online) prior to serving and 
comply with applicable City 
of Holyoke policies and pro-
cedures.

Those interested are 
asked to mail or email a let-
ter of interest and resume (if 
available) to Mayor Joshua 

A. Garcia, City of Holyoke, 
Room 1 ,  536  Dwigh t 
Street, Holyoke MA 01040 or 
by email to fays@holyoke.org 
describing: 

(1)	 Your  experience 
with opioid/substance use dis-
order;

(2)	 Why you would like 
to serve on the COAC

(3)	 Your connections to 
the City of Holyoke

Other ways to apply will 
be made available if request-
ed. Apply by Oct. 1.

For additional informa-
tion: https://www.holyoke.
org/opioid-response/

FALL CLEARANCE

$5 off $50 purchase 

$20 off $100 purchase

MUMS & ASTERS 

Assorted Pumpkins  

Hay Bales/Corn StalksHours 
TH-SU 

9-5 pm 

cash only

Order 
Holiday 

Turkeys! 

413-426-6636

1102 Center Street 

Ludlow, Massachusetts

Landscapers Welcome 

Bulk Discounts Available

Cemetery tours offered at Forestdale
H O LYO K E  –  S t e p 

past the cemetery gates and 
peer behind the veil with 
Wistariahurst as our volun-
teers channel the spirits of 
Holyoke’s ancestors, leading 
you through the meandering 
paths of Forestdale Cemetery. 
E s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 6 0 , 
Forestdale Cemetery is a 
serene yet beautiful landscape 
and the final resting place for 
many of Holyoke’s founding 
families, politicians, and other 
notables who helped breathe 
life into the city. Guests will 
walk amongst the monuments, 
markers, crypts, and crosses 
to discover the mystique of 

Holyoke’s vibrant heritage. 
“ L e a r n  s o m e  o f 

Holyoke’s history through 
the tales of the people that 
lived and died here,” Penni 
Martorell, City History, 
shares. “Forestdale Cemetery 
is such a unique and beautiful 
setting to reflect on the histo-
ry we share with the people 
you will see represented in our 
tour.” 

Discover all there is to 
know about living and dying 
in Holyoke from narratives 
of the people who now find 
solace beneath these hal-
lowed grounds. Cemetery 
Tours at Forestdale Cemetery 

include walking and stand-
ing on cement and gravel 
walkways with tours lasting 
around forty-five minutes. To 
fully enjoy this tour, we ask 
that guests wear comfortable 
shoes and weather-appropriate 
clothing. In the event of rain, 
the tours will be canceled, 
refunded, and not resched-
uled. Wistariahurst Museum’s 
Cemetery Tours blend history, 
concepts of the afterlife, and 
local connections to create an 
unforgettable outing. Tickets 
for this delightfully spooky 
and educational tour sell fast, 
so make sure to purchase your 
tickets before they’re gone.

Great Holyoke Brick Race returns
HOLYOKE – Ready, 

s e t … b r i c k !  O n e  o f 
Holyoke’s most creative and 
quirky traditions is back on 
the starting line: The Great 
Holyoke Brick Race zooms 
into downtown on Saturday, 
Oct. 11 from 1 to 3 p.m., 
taking over Race Street 
along the canal in front 
of Paper City Studios and 
LightHouse Holyoke. 

Part art project, part 
engineering challenge, and 
part pure community fun, 
the Brick Race invites fam-
ilies, artists, school groups, 
and teams of all kinds to 
design wild, wheeled con-
traptions that all share one 
common element: a standard 
building brick at their core. 
From sleek racers to wacky 
rolling sculptures, no two 

creations are alike–except 
for the brick. 

Now in its 14th year, 
the race began in 2011 
thanks to art is ts  Dean 
Nimmer and Bruce Fowler. 
After a few pit stops for 
construction on Race Street 
and the pandemic, the event 
has grown into a crowd-fa-
vorite tradition with 50–60 
race car builds and 400+ 
spectators cheering along 
the 100 foot concrete track 
built  by artist  Micheal 
Karmody. 

This year, the Brick 
Race team has been working 
with students and faculty at 
LightHouse Holyoke, weav-
ing the planning and build 
process into their school 
curriculum. It’s all part of 
the spirit of creativity, prob-

lem-solving, and collabora-
tion that makes this event 
truly unique.

Want to race? Spots 
are limited! Already 29 
racers are registered, with 
just 21 spots left–so don’t 
wait. Register your brick 
racer now: Registration 
Form: https://forms.gle/
HZ9mJNYmtRehNkBr7

For those who want to 
give their racer a trial run, 
there will be a Test Day 
& Workshop on Saturday, 
Oct. 4, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at LightHouse Holyoke 
/ De La Luz Soundstage 
(114 Race Street). RSVP 
he re :  RSVP fo r  Tes t 
Day  h t tps : / / fo rms .g le /
VeBFuAKM11S9Ra1c9

The Great Holyoke 
Brick Race is made possi-

ble thanks to the Holyoke 
Local Cultural Council and 
generous local sponsors 
including Holyoke Gas & 
Electric, Witman Properties, 
Hampshire Towing, Clean 
C r o p  Te c h n o l o g i e s , 
BankESB, and many more. 
The event is also proudly 
supported by Holyoke Art 
Inc., the nonprofit providing 
fiscal and technical support 
for art spaces, programs, and 
cultural events in the city. 
Learn more at holyokeart.
com. So mark your calen-
dars, grab your friends and 
family, and start building 
your brick racers. 

On Oct. 11, the bricks 
will roll, the crowd will 
cheer, and creativity will 
take the fast lane in down-
town Holyoke.

HCC hires Linda Chavers as 
first director of restorative 
practices and mediation 
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
My best friend is going 

to be 62 and wants to begin 
taking her Social Security 
immediately. 

Her reasoning not to 
wait is the thought that it 
is going to run out in 10 
years, so she wants as 
much of her money before 
that happens. I have paid 
into Social Security my 
entire working life (44 
years and counting). What 
are your thoughts on tak-
ing it as soon as you are 
eligible? 

Signed: 
Uncertain what to do 

Dear Uncertain: 
Deciding when to 

claim Social Security is a 
sometimes-confusing task, 
but no one should ever 
claim SS early because 
t h e y  b e l i ev e  S o c i a l 
Security will go bankrupt 
in the near future. Social 
Security cannot and will 
not go bankrupt. What your 
friend may be referring 
to is the fact that Social 
Security will be facing 
some financial issues in 
2033 unless Congress acts 
soon to reform the pro-
gram. And they will act, 
but likely not until they 
must. 

The fact is, Social 
Security still has about 
$2.7 trillion in reserved 
funds which are now being 
used to pay full benefits. 
If that Reserves balance 
were to be fully deplet-
ed, then Social Security 
would need to go to a 
“cash basis” (essential-
ly, paying out in benefits 
only what is received in 
SS taxes), which would 
result in about a 21% 
cut in everyone’s bene-
fit. In other words, even 
if Congress neglected to 
reform the program, ben-
eficiaries would still get 
about 79% of their month-
ly benefit starting in about 
2033/2034. Hardly anyone 
believes that Congress will 
fail to eventually reform 
Social Security and, in fact, 
they already know how to 
do that reform (they just 
currently lack the bipar-
tisanship to accomplish 
it). But neglecting reform 
would amount to polit-
ical suicide for all mem-
bers of Congress, which is 
extremely unlikely to hap-
pen. 

Here at the AMAC 
Foundation, we are con-

f iden t  tha t  Congress 
will soon address Social 
Security’s future financial 
dilemma, and we have been 
working on potential solu-
tions. We have, for several 
years, been providing these 
suggestions to various 
members of Congress, and 
those members are now 
considering our proposals. 
Thus, we do not suggest 
making a Social Security 
claiming decision based on 
fear of the program going 
bankrupt. 

That fear is unfound-
ed. Instead, we suggest 
that everyone decide when 
to claim based upon their 
individual personal situ-
ation, considering their 
need for the SS money, 
their life expectancy, and 
their marital status. And 
remember, claiming early 
(before one’s SS full retire-
ment age (FRA)) also 
means Social Security’s 
Annual Earnings Test will 
apply (the AET limits how 
much can be earned from 
working before FRA is 
attained).  

So, our thought on the 
wisdom of taking Social 
Security as soon as you are 
eligible is that it is often 
not a wise decision and 
certainly not if that deci-
sion is made based on fear 
of Social Security “not 
being there” soon. Instead, 
we suggest making your 
Social Security claiming 
decision based upon your 
unique personal circum-
stances, including, espe-
cially, your life expectancy, 
financial need and marital 
status. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC.  

A picture is worth a thousand memories

Should I claim Social 
Security early because 
it is going bankrupt?
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◗  Opinion

This column was 
prompted by 
a picture. 

Yo u  s e e ,  a 
coworker got 
out her phone 
and showed 
me a vase on 
her table that 
was filled with 
the most inter-
esting velvet 
red flowers.  

“ W h a t 
are  these?” she asked. 
“Coxcomb or Celosia,” 
I replied, and I went on to 
explain how the flower looks 
like a rooster’s comb, hence 
the plant’s name.  

S e e i n g  t h e  i m a g e 
brought me right back to the 
late 1980s and early 1990s 
where I had a business grow-
ing dried flowers and craft-
ing them into wreaths and 
arrangements that I later sold 
at area craft shows. It was a 
fun experience that I shared 
with my parents.  

Read on to revisit some 
of my favorite flowers for 
drying.

Celosias make excel-
lent dried flowers. They are 
available in three distinct 
types, crested or “Coxcomb,” 
plumed and wheat.  Crested 
types such as “Fireglow,” 
“Prestige Scarlet,” or “Big 
Chief” make quite a state-
ment with their velvety-feel-
ing, brainy-looking heads in 
rich shades of red, pink, and 
gold.  

Plumed types come in 
similar colors, but are feath-
ered in appearance.  The 
“Sparkler” series are multi-
branching when given ample 
growing space; just a few 
plants will provide you with 

many long lasting stems.  
Newer to the catalogs, 

but really an heirloom, 
wheat celosia is 
the most deli-
cate of the three.  

“ F l a m i n g o 
Feather” has 
rose tips with 

a silvery base. 
Pick often for an abun-
dance of side shoots.

Globe Amaranth 
is another flower that is 

popular once dried. Clover-
like heads on sturdy stems 
make great bouquet fillers. 
Nearly all varieties bloom 
well in the heat of the sum-
mer, producing even more 
flowers after they are har-
vested.  

Cut when head reach the 
size of your thumbnail for 
best performance.       

Lemon Bee Balm or 
Lemon Bergamot is the 
most underused of all the 
flowers mentioned here, but 
it shouldn’t be! Whorls of 
mauve-pink bracts are best 

Th e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s 
A u d u b o n  S o c i e t y 
reported the sighting 

of a red-eyed vireo on Sept. 
15 at their Broad Meadow 
Brook Sanctuary, located on 
Massasoit Road in Worcester.

The red-eyed vireo has 
an olive green back and 
wings, white underparts, gray 
crown and a white eyebrow 
and a black line through its 
eyes. It has a yellow wash on 
the flanks. Adults have red 
eyes hence this six inch tall 
songbird’s name. Immature 
birds have brown eyes.

It builds a cup shaped 
nest of grasses, bark and spi-
der webs suspended in the 
fork of a tree. It sings almost 
continuously from dawn to 
dusk with a series of short 
note phrases, “Here I am, 
where are you?” 

It is frequently parasit-
ized by the brown-headed 
cowbird, which lays it eggs 
in other bird’s nests.

It feeds on insects, main-

ly caterpillars and migrates 
to the Amazon basin for the 
winter. Vireos are found in 
the forest canopy, particular-
ly in woodlands and forests.

Other birds at 
Broad Meadow

Other birds at Broad 
Meadow Brook Sanctuary 
included a Nashville war-
bler on Sept. 16, a great blue 
heron, a sharp shinned hawk 
and a broad winged hawk, all 
on Sept. 15.

Helping birds
Bird friendly windows 

can prevent collisions, which 
annually kill millions of 
birds. Birds can’t see glass. 
Instead, they see whatever 
happens to be reflected in its 
mirror-like surface. Often, 
this is open sky or trees, 
which, for a bird, are appeal-
ing and perfectly safe things 
to fly towards. It’s estimat-
ed that between one hundred 
million and one billion birds 

die every year in collisions 
with manmade structures, 
one of the biggest killers of 
migratory birds. 

Bird-safe glass is spe-
cially designed to make glass 
a visible obstacle to birds. 
Bird safe glass is visible 
to birds while transparent 
enough for humans to look 
out. People may visit the 
Audubon Society at https://
www.audubon.org/news/
what-does-bird-safe-glass-
even-mean for ways to keep 
birds safe from window 
strikes.

Here are some of the 
tips they offer. Try placing 
your bird feeder about 1.5 
feet from the window; it 
will slow them down. Apply 
a thin film to the outside of 
the windows. The glass will 
become visible to birds, but 
remain transparent to peo-
ple. As an added bonus for 
being so eco-savvy, the film 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.
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Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

cut when three inches long.  
Stems are weak, so mix 

in with other flowers to keep 
heads upright or attach stems 
to a wooden pick for added 
strength.   

Most of us are famil-
iar with the Strawflower, 
a stiff petaled flower that 
feels dry even in the gar-
den! To dry, simply insert a 
23-gauge wire up through a 
tiny bit of the stem and into 
the flower’s calyx, just bare-
ly into the head itself. This 
will give the strawflower a 
strong “stem” for use in flo-
ral arranging.  

After the flowers have 
been wired, be sure to let 
them dry fully, upright and in 
the dark to preserve their rich 
hues.  You can also simply 
pluck the heads and dry them 
on a cookie sheet in the dark 
for hot-gluing later on.

Love in  a  Mis t  or 
Nigella is an old-fashioned 
beauty that has light blue, 
white or rosy pink short-
lived flowers followed by 
really neat brown striped 
seed pods. When fully dry 

these look like pepper shak-
ers, dropping their seeds to 
an fro. The pods are desir-
able for dried wreaths and 
arrangements.  

Keep picking as soon as 
the heads are fully developed 
to keep the plant producing.

Prince’s Feather is a 
member of the Amaranth 
family and grows lush 
plumes worth of a prominent 
place in your arrangements. 
Smaller side shoots are great 
for more delicate work.  

Colors are typically 
shades of burgundy. Plants 
can grow anywhere from 
eighteen inches to several 
feet tall so site accordingly.

Winged Ammobium is 
a two foot tall, floppy annu-
al that has an abundance of 
tiny white flowers.  It is best 
picked when the center of the 
flowers just starts to show its 
yellow color.  

If you wait too long, the 
centers will turn brown and 
unattractive. Gather small 
bunches of ten to twelve 
stems and secure them with 
rubber bands.  Here too 
attach a wooden florist pick 
to tiny bunches for ease in 
floral arranging- besides giv-

ing the stem some strength, it 
will give it additional length.

An attic or barn loft are 
the best options in which 
to hang your harvest to dry. 
Flowers dried in the dark 
will retain their vivid colors 
very well and the heat will 
dry them out quickly.  

Make small bunches of 
fresh cut flowers, securing 
them with a rubber band, 
not string. The rubber band 
will shrink along with the 
stems as they are drying.  
Hang them upside down and 
you will be rewarded with 
straight stems and upright 
heads. 

Have fun experiment-
ing with floral arranging or 
wreath making with these 
everlasting flowers.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN, from page 4

will cut down on incoming 
infrared radiation, so it will 
also lower summer cool-
ing costs. Keep curtains or 
shades drawn during the day 
to reduce reflection. Place 
window decals, sun catchers, 
tape strips, ribbons or any-
thing else in a dense pattern 
in the “2x4” format, a single 
decal will not work. Install 
a screen or net a few inches 
outside of your windows, to 
lessen the impact.

Brimfield 
bird watcher

A Brimfield resident 

cont inued watching for 
migrating common night-
hawks in August, but did 
not have any luck. He has 
seen them in the past. He 
had three ruby-throated 
hummingbirds feeding on 
jewelweed, cardinal flower 
and nicotiana last month. 
He saw a pair of American 
Goldfinch drinking from the 
drip he has in his yard. He 
also saw a female pileated 
woodpecker on the top of a 
mountain ash where it ate 
berries for while.

Bird calls
A reader sent an email 

about a free bird call app 

called Merlin.. She thought 
other readers might be inter-
ested. She said, “Just enter 
your location and press 
record. I never knew hum-
mingbirds chirp.  Now I do.” 

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

BIRDS, from page 4

“Back in  2017,  we 
decided to do this event, 
instead of doing a full-blown 
production, she said.“So 
this is our 8th production, 
and we hope to do it every 
September, and we hope 
to bring the alumni back, 
and most recently, we have 
opened the audience up to 
the community and some 
undergrads as well, all in 
honor of Leslie (Phillips) 
and her theater.” DeFant did 
admit that a two-year hiatus 
did occur due to the COVID-
19 Pandemic, but she felt that 
no matter the odds, the event 
has always carried a sense 
of ‘homecoming’ to all who 
attend, especially the HCC 
alumni. 

“We have always felt 
like a bit of family, and that’s 
why we love to come back 
and have the ability to do 
theater,” DeFant said. “You 
know, some of the people 
I went to school with are 
now professors here for a 
while, and we have always 
been friends, and it’s kind of 
cool to be here on the 5oth 
anniversary of the theater’s 
grand opening.” DeFant also 
touched upon the opportunity 
of sharing the ‘big’ moment 
with her daughter and grand-
son, so three generations of 
her family have the opportu-
nity to grace a familiar set-
ting.

“My daughter (Corrie) 
was on this stage when she 
was four years old, and she 
did four other plays after that 
through the years,” DeFant 
said. “And my grandson is 
here, and he’s going to be on 
stage, and I’ll be on stage, 
and I’ll be directing as well, 
and it’s very exciting, and 
I hope my family and I get 
to do this again year after 
year.” DeFant then added, “I 
admit it’s fun to get together, 
and you never know who’s 
going to show up every year, 
and it’s great to take in this 
moment.” 

Pivoting in a different 
direction, and offering a bit 
of insight on how every-
thing came together was 
Natalia Castagno, Assistant 
Director for HCC Alumni 

Relations, who unveiled that 
the ‘Green’ Carpet was a way 
to celebrate and spotlight 
the actors performing, while 
replicating the authenticity 
of a real-life premiere for all 
attendees.   

“We wanted to build 
and do something to make 
a fun event to celebrate the 
actors of the show, and the 
result was even better than 
we hoped for,” Castagno 
sa id .  And when asked 
about the future of the fes-
tival, Castagno noted, “It’s 
all about maintaining this 
momentum, and understand-
ing how to take it even fur-
ther,” she said. “Hopefully, 
we can get some more actors, 
and I just appreciate every-
one coming together in sup-
port to celebrate the art and 
theater program on campus. 
It’s been an incredible time, 
and we couldn’t have asked 
for better.”

The event consisted of 
multiple performances, such 
as the opening headliner, 
‘The Yellow Bat Incident’, 
which was penned by Nelly 
Rodriguez and directed by 
Shaina Rose, featuring Corrie 
Evangeliou, Wendy Fox, and 
Jon Roe, all HCC alumni. 

The performance kicked 
off around 7:30 p.m. this 
past Saturday, September 

2oth, and other productions 
followed suit from that point 
forward. In total, the event 
consisted of two acts and 
seven productions, which 
carried all night long, con-
cluding the next morning, on 
Sunday, the 21st. 

The Festival cast and 
crew also featured the tal-
ents of fellow HCC alum-
nus, Jerry Waller, Judas, 
Jacintho, David “Eddie” 
Martin, Terence Hegarty, 
Manny Morales, Leo D. 
Stewart ,  Karson Baird, 
Shaina Rose, Patti McCauley, 
Allison Wrobel, Kiriakos 
“KJ” Evangeliou Jr., Stephen 
B a i l ey,  D y l a n  B o l u s , 
Jonathan Duqette, Brandon 
K. Williams, Baram, Laurel 
Gielda, John Sieracki, Dot 
Wentworth, Nathan Alvarez, 
Jenny Wall, Kevin Candon, 
Laurie Heroux, and Tom 
Roché, along with Denise 
Boutin, Terry Adams, Sam 
Falce t t i ,  L isa  Poehler, 
Terrence Haggerty, Kate 
Roberts, and Mary McCarthy. 

In  add i t ion ,  Trudy 
Monson, President of the 
HCC Alumni Council, felt 
the event was a resound-
ing success, and confessed 
this was her 2nd time being 
involved, and the 1st for the 
Alumni Council having a 
presence, which she hopes to 

change going forward. 
“We helped set up, hand-

ed out information, as the 
Alumni Council is just trying 
to be a little bit more visi-
ble,” Monson said. She then 
confessed that after a sim-
ple meeting with a current 
student, who questioned the 
process of being an alum-
ni, forced her hand to take a 
more present role. 

“I ran into a student 
while I was at Stop and 
Shop, and we started talking, 
and he was ‘like I go to 
school at HCC, and I told 
him I was an Alumni, and he 
was ‘like how do you join 
as an alumni?” Monson then 
responded, “So I explained 
the process of how you 
become an alumni, and I felt 
it was important to be visi-
ble and let the public know 
all of the opportunities that 
we possess.” She also talk-
ed about the growth of the 
event, while noting her mis-
sion is to visit every club on 
campus. 

“I really like being in 
the public, and I feel this 
event and this college as a 
whole can only go further 
from where we are,” Monson 
said. “Being retired, I have 
the time, and I look forward 
to establishing those new 
connections and seeing what 
they would like to see, and 
how we can evolve not our 
campus, but our lifestyle and 

identity.” 
All benefits and pro-

ceeds went towards the HCC 
Leslie Phillips Fund for 
Theater Arts and Education. 
In addition, various spon-
sors were also connected 
to the event, such as Focus 
Springfie ld  Community 
Television, which filmed the 
festival and ported it online 
for future access.

FILM, from page 1

Three generations of HCC theater represented by Corrie Evangeliou 
(mother), KJ Evangeliou (son), and Donna DeFant (grandmother).

Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

The Leslie Phillips Theater entrance showcased awards and history table.

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun
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PA L M E R  –  L a s t 
Thursday evening, Holyoke 
High School girls soc-
cer scored a 4-3 win over 
Palmer for its first win of 
the season. 

Kyra Lippman would 
figure in all four goals for 
the Knights with two goals 
scored and assists on the 
other two. 

The Knights improved 
to 1-5 for the season.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Jennaya Torres sends the ball away.

Leilany Figueroa heads the ball 
down.Egla Membreno Benitez heads up the field. Scarlett Mendes keeps control of the ball.

Kayleigh Coutinho focuses on her dribble.Grace Bechard sends the goal kick up the field.

Tigers defeat Knights
HOLYOKE – In a bat-

tle of neighboring school, 
South Hadley High School 
girls volleyball defeated 
Holyoke 3-1 last Monday 
evening. The Knights fell 
to 5-3 on the season while 
South Hadley rose above 
.500 to 5-4 for the season. 
South Hadley was led by 
Grace Matyszewski with 
nine kills and 17 digs as 
well as nine aces from the 
service line.

Tatiana Gonzalez sets up a ball 
near the net.Kiersten St. Lawrence reaches out to get a bump.

Melliani Santana Rodriguez sends a bump away.
Kelcy Brunelle tries to win the battle near the net.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jadhe Cortes Rodriguez sends 
a quick hit over the net.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Lippman leads Holyoke to first win

Read or subscribe to 
The Holyoke Sun 

online at 
sun.turley.com
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HOLYOKE –  Las t 
Thursday night, Holyoke 
High School football picked 

up its first win of the season 
32-12 over Northampton. 
Georlee Aponte carried the 

ball nine times for 119 yards 
and two touchdowns. Jesus 
Morales had 11 carries for 102 

yards and two touchdowns. 
Quarterback Devin Velez 
went 5-for-6 in the air for 77 

yards. The Knights, now 1-1, 
face Agawam on the road this 
Friday night, Sept. 26 at 7 p.m.

Holyoke football rebounds for first win

T-Birds make more personnel changes ahead
SPRINGFIELD  –  The 

Springfield Thunderbirds have 
announced a hire and multi-
ple promotions to their busi-
ness staff heading into the 
new season. Sophia Mackin 
has been hired as Coordinator 
of Digital and Social Media, 
Frank Grimaldi has been pro-
moted to Director of Ticket 
Operations and Retention, 
and Steve Brousseau has been 
promoted to Senior Account 
Executive.

M a c k i n  j o i n s  t h e 
Thunderbirds after serving as a 
social and digital media intern 
with the team for the previous 
two seasons. A native of East 

Longmeadow, Mass., Mackin 
graduated from UMass-
Amherst in May of 2025.

Grimaldi, a Springfield 
native,  is an original staff 
member of the Thunderbirds 
front office, having been with 
the club since the team’s 
inception in 2016. He served 
as an Account Executive from 
2016 to 2018 before tran-
sitioning to his ticket opera-
tions & retention role before 
the 2018-19 season. He is 
an alumnus of Western New 
England University.

Brousseau joined the 
Thunderbirds front office full-
time during the 2021-22 sea-

son after spending two seasons 
as a game-day intern with the 
team. A native of Freeport, 
Maine, Brousseau has been 
recognized for his excellence, 
having been named a finalist 
for the Howdy Award this past 
April for outstanding custom-
er service in the hospitality 
industry. He is an alumnus of 
Springfield College.

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e 
Thunderbirds have also 
brought in Andrew “Guam” 
McCormic as Retail Office 
Coordinator and Ethan Vattaso 
as Gameday Operations 
Assistant. 

McCormic served as the 

Gameday Operations Assistant 
last season before transitioning 
into this role, where he will 
assist in gameday merchan-
dise and retail sales. He is a 
2025 graduate of Springfield 
College and will be entering 
his fourth season with the 
T-Birds organization.

Vattaso, a current under-
graduate at  Springfield 
College, is entering his 
third season as part of the 
Thunderbirds’ gameday staff. 
He will manage the staff and 
oversee live entertainment ele-
ments throughout home game 
nights at the MassMutual 
Center this season.

Westfield State Owls get conference win over Dean College
W E S T F I E L D  – 

S o p h o m o r e  R B  A i d a n 
Pa t t e r son  (Eas t  Lyme, 
Conn.) scored three touch-
downs to lead Westfield State 
University to a 48-6 win over 
conference newcomer Dean 
College in a Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic 
Conference football game on 
Saturday in Franklin, Mass.

Westfield snares i ts 
first win of the season to 
go to 1-2 overall and 1-1 in 
the MASCAC, while Dean 

is now 0-3 and 0-2 in the 
league.

Patterson scored on runs 
of 18 and 10 yards in the first 
half, and caught a short pass 
and ran it into the end zone 
for a 11-yard touchdown in 
the third quarter.

Westfield jumped out to 
a 20-0 lead in the game, and 
led 20-6 at the half, the lone 
blemish on the scoreboard 
coming on a 71-yard scoop 
and score fumble recovery 
by Dean’s K-Vorn Pemberton 

with 20 seconds left in the 
first half.

Westfield held huge 
edges in nearly every sta-
tistical category, outgaining 
the Bulldogs 405 yards to 
60, posting 24 first downs to 
Dean’s 8, and had a 40:02 to 
19:58 advantage in time of 
possession.   Westfield held 
Dean to -53 yards rushing.

Westfield was 11-12 (92 
percent) on third down con-
versions.

Owls QB Miles Foerster 

(Amherst, Mass.) was a per-
fect 10-10 passing for 137 
yards and three TD’s, con-
necting with Patterson, Casey 
Tang (Cambridge, Mass.) 
and Will Brewster (Westfield, 
Mass.) for the three scores.   
Foerster’s perfect passing 
day sets a school record for 
completion percentage in a 
game with the perfect 1.000 
mark.   Colby Pires was 
16-17 for a .941 mark against 
Worcester State in 2022.

M a n n y  M e n g a t a 

(Tewksbury, Mass.) carried 
23 times for 126 yards, and 
Patterson added six carries 
for 46 yards.   Nick Boucher 
(Dartmouth, Mass.) and JC 
Pena (Worcester, Mass.) 
each had TD runs late for the 
Owls.

Justyn Gardener (East 
Hartford, Conn.), Landon 
Andre (Belchertown, Mass.) 
and Tommy Bean (Stafford 
Springs, Conn.) each had five 
tackles to lead the Owls, with 
Gardener adding a pair of 

sacks and Andre and Bean 
recording one apiece.

Da’Qwon Foster caught 
four passes for 43 yards 
for the Bulldogs.   Sincere 
Wright led Dean with 13 
tackles.

It was the first-ever 
meeting in football between 
the two schools.

Westfield will be back in 
action at home next Saturday, 
Sept. 27, hosting Worcester 
State at 2 p.m. as part of 
Family Weekend.

Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson Station

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES
USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM MONDAY-FRIDAY •

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

lb
$299

$199
lb

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .......

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
9/25/25-10/1/259/25/25-10/1/25

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN SKINLESS

COD PORTIONS ................................USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

FULLY COOKED 
PORK BREAKFAST PATTIES .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN THIGHS 10 LB BAG .............

$249
USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH
GAME HENS TWIN PAK .......................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$529

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb
$444

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

TAILGATE SPECIALS

$244
lb

lb

$249USDA INSP. 
PASTRAMI ..............................
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 
$599

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH STORE MADE BONELESS 
STUFFED PORK CHOPS or 
ROAST w/BREAD STUFFING 

USDA INSP. FROZEN
COUNTRY STYLE
PORK RIBS ............................

USDA INSP. STOREMADE

ITALIAN SAUSAGE .....................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE

SHAVED STEAK ..................... lb

lb
$279

$699

lb
$177

$149

lb

BEEF
SHORT RIBS

PORTERHOUSE or
T-BONE STEAKS

$877
lb

lb

$999
lb

Devin Velez scrambles away looking to make a throw. Jesus Morales rushes up the middle. Georless Aponte heads up the field. urley photos by David Henry

 Sports ◗

Ward 2’s Rosalee Tensley 
Williams, Ward 4’s Orland 
Isaza, and Ward 7’s Ellie 
Wilson are all unopposed.

Yadilette Rivera-Colon is 
the current vice chair of the 
school committee and will 
run unopposed in Ward 3.

The general election will 
be held on Tuesday, Nov. 4. 
The last day to register to 
vote is Oct. 25 and the last 
day to request a vote by mail 
ballot is Oct. 25.

Go to www.holyoke.org/
clerk-voter-information to 
get more information on the 
election.

BALLOT, from page 1

Roster spots 
still open for 
fall baseball 
league

SOUTH HADLEY 
– The Quabbin Valley 
Baseball League fall ses-
sion is underway with 
just two games played. 
Due to injuries and other 
ob l i ga t i ons ,  a  sma l l 
number of roster spots 
have opened up on teams 
and the league would 
like to add a few more 
players for the remainder 
of the fall campaign.

Games are Sundays 
a t  1 0  a . m .  f o r  t h e 
remainder through Nov. 
2 .  Anyone in teres ted 
in registering can go to 
www.quabbinvalleybase-
ball.org and click on the 
registration link. There 
are six games remaining 
in the season and the fee 
to play in the remaining 
games will  be prorat-
ed for any player who 
joins. Players looking to 
join should be age 28 or 
older.

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r -
mation or to ask any 
questions, contact Greg 
Scibelli at GScibelli22@
yahoo.com.

Registration open for 5K
WESTFIELD – Come 

run, stroll and roll. Stanley 
Park will be hosting the 13th 
Annual Run Stanley which 
has grown into a fun yearly 
tradition for the whole fam-
ily, whether they like to run, 
walk, roll, or bark. Join us 
for this all-inclusive event 
on Sunday, Oct. 5 at 10 a.m. 
at Stanley Park. This event 
includes the 5K trail run/
walk, a 5K K9 trail run/walk, 
the Munchkin Run host-
ed by Dunkin’ Donuts, and 
The Stroll & Roll. The Stroll 
& Roll is a wheel friendly 
1-mile non-competitive walk-
through Stanley Park’s acces-
sible pathways.  

There is also the Stanley 
Cup School Spirit trophy 

for the school with the most 
participation in Run Stanley. 
Form a team and get friends 
and family involved. When 
you register, be sure to enter 
your school name.

Run Stanley 2025 contin-
ues our fundraising efforts to 
benefit the care of the Frank 
Stanley Beveridge Wildlife 
Sanctuary. Please join the 
community of runners, walk-
ers, hikers, dog owners, and 
nature lovers of all ages who 
care about Stanley Park for 
a fun event that will help to 
improve the safety and acces-
sibility of its wildlife trails. 

Registration is now open. 
You can register by going to 
https://runsignup.com/Race/
MA/Westfield/RunStanley

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE
FRIDAY, SEPT. 26 AND SATURDAY, 
SEPT. 27, 8am-3pm. Rain/shine. 63 
Walker Rd., Wales. Antiques, furniture, 
plants, arts, rare finds.

WILBRAHAM DKG SCHOLARSHIP 
benefit tag sale at 7 Evergreen Circle, 
Wilbraham. Friday, 9/26 9am-4pm; 
Saturday, 9/27 9am-1pm. Huge se-
lection.

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

ALL-BRITE GUTTER SERVICES. 
Seamless gutters, leaf guards, and gutter 
repair. Contact for your free consultation 
508-989-4662. Your local gutter profes-
sional. Huntington, MA HIC#215976

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

BUILT ’N POWERED. Serving all your 
electrical and construction needs. Fully 
insured and licensed. Free estimates. 10% 
Senior and Veteran’s discounts. Call Tom 
413-472-4104. Electrical Lic. #56789/
CLS Lic. #104505

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 
I offer good quality electrical work. 

No project too small. 
Service upgrades, pools. 

Trustworthy, dependable & insured. 
 Master Elec. #20773A. 

Text/call Luis 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

MINI EXCAVATOR for hire. Fully op-
erated. Shurb removal, electrical trenches. 
Drainage work. Minor demolition. Licensed/
insured. Call 413-315-1614.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. 

Please call Bob (413)537-5789 
(413)538-7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377.

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING. Home improvement con-
tractor Reg. #175887. Free estimates. 
15 years experience. 413-727-9846.

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA MOUN-
TAINEER MODEL RKD LENGTH 33’, 2 
SLIDE OUTS, REAR KITCHEN, SLEEPS 
4, LOTS OF STORAGE. $9500. BRIM-
FIELD (413)374-1880.

AKC CHOCOLATE LABRADOR  pup-
pies ready for loving homes. Must see! 
Contact/text Pam 413-388-1866 for de-
tails.

HOLE SPECIALIST, Ludlow MA is look-
ing to hire machine shop assistant. Good 
mechanical abilities and basic blueprint 
reading required. Full and part time posi-
tions available. 

Email Bob@HoleSpecialists.com 

PART TIME SNOWPLOW 
DRIVERS NEEDED

Part time snowplow drivers are 
needed for the Town of New 
Braintree for the 2025-2026 sea-
son. Positions available for both 
CDL and non-CDL License.
If you are interested, please 
contact Highway Superintendent 
Richard Ayer at (508) 867-
2451 or email hwysecre-
tary@newbraintree.org.

COMMERCIAL 
REAL ESTATE

SHOP, WAREHOUSE, GARAGE, light 
industrial, yard space, contractor space/
yard for rent. 2k to 4k sq. ft. indoor space 
available. Large yard/outdoor parking 
available. Location: 1317 Federal St., 
Belchertown, MA. Contact Ben 413-
372-2216.

FOR RENT
4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 1.5/baths, 
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities. 
1st/last/security. References and proof of 
income required.  Call 413-589-0401.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER
Newly renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,500/ mo 
includes heat. No Pets. 

Call Tom 413-896-1555

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

A&M TUNE-UPS
Snowblowers, Push Lawnmowers, 

Riding Mowers & Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

(413) 687-5552

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, horns, 
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling, 
signs, automotive, hunting, adver-
tising, radios, ham radio equipment, 
audio equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688.

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS
Chimney Repair

Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Stone Veneer
Brick Work

Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
cjmasonryhardscape

@gmail.com

MASONRYMASONRY

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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If you are  planning an 
upcoming trip, keep an 
eye out for hotel book-

ing scams.   BBB Scam 
Tracker  continues to receive 
reports of travelers falling 
victim to lookalike websites. 
Always confirm you are on 
the right website before mak-
ing hotel reservations.

What you’ll learn:
• How scammers use 

fake hotel websites and ads to 
trick travelers

• Key red flags to watch 
for before entering payment 
details

• The safest ways to con-
firm and book your hotel res-
ervations

How the scam works
You search for hotels 

in the city you plan to visit. 
Among the top search results 
is what appears to be an offi-
cial hotel website or a legiti-
mate travel booking agency. 
When you click the link, you 
find a website with profes-
sional photos from the hotel 
and reasonable pricing.

Everything looks nor-
mal, so you decide to book a 
room. You enter your credit 
card information and check 
out. However, when you 
review your credit card state-
ment, you notice you’ve been 

charged a much higher rate 
than you agreed. It turns out 
that you weren’t on the offi-
cial hotel website after all! 
You accidentally clicked on a 
third-party site without affili-
ation with the hotel.

In a recent BBB Scam 
Tracker report, a consum-
er  sha red ,  “Purchased 
a  hotel  reservation for a 
Hilton  hotel  in Chicago. But 
when I called the  hotel  they 
said they don’t have any 
record of the reservation. 
Same answer after I called 
them multiple times. Then 
they transferred the call to 
Hilton reservation and they 
said the same. Then only I 
realized that they are a fraud-
ulent company. And when I 
researched them online I 
found lot of similar incidents. 
These people should be pros-
ecuted and their company 
should be banned.”

In a different   BBB 
Scam Tracker  report, a con-
sumer shared, “I thought 
I was on the actual hotel 
website to book direct-
ly (two rooms, one night, at 
$139.00 per room), but the 
“Reservation Confirmations” 
reflected “Resort Fees” and 
“Tax Recovery Charges 
and Service Fees” amount-

ing to $220.83. I asked the 
hotel manager to look at the 
charges. He said that the hotel 
records showed the booking 
came from a third party. Here 
is the takeaway: book hotel 
rooms directly with the hotel, 
either by phone or making 
very sure that you are on the 
hotel website and not a third 
party site. In my experience, 
the website I booked through 
looked exactly like the hotel’s 
website but apparently was 
not. Never book through a 
third party provider if at all 
possible.”

In another example of an 
online hotel booking scam, 
a consumer lost over $600 
and reported their experi-
ence to  BBB Scam Tracker: 
“The scammer accepts hotel 
reservations at one rate over 
the phone and then chang-
es the rate with new amount 
in an email confirmation. 
Reservation desk also adds 
hundreds of  dol lars  in 
taxes and fees on top of the 
changed rate and then refuses 
to make any changes or offer 
a refund once the customer 
realizes what has changed. 
When attempting to dispute 
the rate, Reservation Desk 
also will make the custom-
er wait 5-7 business days per 

request to draw the process 
out longer while never offer-
ing any resolution.”

A n o t h e r  c o n s u m -
er reported this experience 
on  BBB Scam Tracker: 
“When searching the web 
for a particular hotel, like 
[company name redacted], 
the hotel’s logo appears on 
their website. You think that 
you are contacting the hotel 
that you searched for, but 
you are not. They are a third 
party that operates under the 
guise of being associated with 
the hotel. They told me they 
handle overflow calls for the 
hotel, not true. In addition to 
the cost for the hotel, they 
assess a $16 “service” fee 
without advising you.”

When you contact the 
company to cancel your res-
ervation, you may not be able 
to get through to anyone. 
And even if you do, they’ll 
likely tell you you’ve made a 
non-refundable reservation. 
The best they can do is cancel 
your reservation and charge 
you for it anyway.

How to avoid 
hotel booking scams
•  Only book hotels 

through official websites. The 
best way to avoid this kind 
of scam is to check and dou-

ble-check you are on an offi-
cial hotel website before you 
enter your credit card infor-
mation. Scammers are pros at 
building  fake lookalike web-
sites  to fool you into giving 
up your information. Look 
closely at the URL to ensure 
you are on the hotel’s official 
website or a booking agency 
you know and trust.

• Only make reserva-
tions through secure web-
sites.  You’ll also want to 
ensure websites and their pay-
ment pages are secure, mean-
ing they start with https:// and 
display a padlock symbol. If 
a web page isn’t secure, don’t 
enter your personal informa-
tion and close the tab.

•  Contact  the hotel 
directly.  If you’re unsure 
about a booking site or deal, 
call the hotel directly to con-
firm that the offer is real and 
that your reservation is in 
their system. 

• Look for red flags in 
communication.  Be wary 
of unusual payment requests, 
such as wire transfers, pre-
paid cards,  or payment 
through untraceable meth-
ods. Also, be on the lookout 
for typos and grammatical or 
spelling errors. Legitimate 
hotels typically do not have 

these errors. 
• Watch out for mis-

leading ads.  Look at search 
results carefully. Just because 
a website is the first result 
on the page doesn’t mean 
it’s legitimate. Watch out 
for  high-ranking ads  that 
scammers could sponsor.

• Research businesses 
you aren’t familiar with.  If 
you find a booking site that 
looks professional but you 
haven’t heard of it before, 
proceed with caution. Search 
for reviews on third-party 
websites and keep a close 
eye out for reports of scams. 
Never share your personal 
information with a person or 
business until you know they 
are trustworthy.

 • Check the cancellation 
policy.  Review the hotel’s 
cancellation policy careful-
ly. Scammers might not pro-
vide clear information on this, 
making it difficult to get a 
refund. 

• Search BBB.org.  It’s 
always best practice to search 
hotels near you on BBB.
org  to check reviews, rat-
ings, and BBB Accreditation. 
When booking a hotel online, 
look for the BBB Seal; 
it’s  The Sign of a Better 
Business.

Better Business Bureau advises on how to avoid hotel booking scams

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P1955GD
In the matter of: 

Christopher Arroyo 
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING NOTICE 

OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF 

GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent 
and all other interested persons, 
a petition has been filed by Val-
ley Springs Behavioral Health 
H of Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Christopher Arroyo is in need 
of a Guardian and requesting 
that (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific 
authority.

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding. If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance at 
this court on or before 10:00 a.m. 
on the return date of 10/27/2025. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter 
without further notice to you. In 
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this proceed-

ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 22, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/26/2025

PUBLIC NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is pro-

posing to install new wireless 
antennas on an existing Build-
ing located at 110 Lyman Street, 
Holyoke, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts 01040. The instal-
lation will consist of the colloca-
tion of panel antennas at approx. 
135ft, 137ft, and 139ft above 
ground level on the 173-ft tall 
smokestack. Any interested party 
wishing to submit comments re-
garding the potential effects the 
proposed facility may have on 
any historic property may do so 
by sending comments to: Project 
250050563PR, EBI Consulting, 
21 B Street, Burlington, MA 
01803, or at (617) 715-1822. 
09/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1903EA
Estate of: 

Helen F Condino
Also known as: 

Helen F Farnham 
Date of Death: 06/30/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Mission Care of Holyoke of 
Holyoke, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Kimberly Benjamin-Prokop 
of Westfield, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With Person-
al Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/13/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 

an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 17, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/26/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION – 
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A
 PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING
Project Description: 

Chicopee – 
Bridge Replacement, 
Br# C-13-038 I-391 

over Route 116 
(Chicopee Street)

Project File No. 612187
A Public Informational Meet-

ing will be held by MassDOT to 
discuss the proposed project in 
Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: 
Chicopee Comprehensive
High School
617 Montgomery Street
Chicopee, MA 01013
WHEN: 
Wednesday, 
October 8th, 2025, 6:00 PM 
PURPOSE: The purpose of 

this meeting is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project.  All views and 
comments made at the meeting 
will be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed 
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries I-391 over Route 116, locally 
known as Chicopee Street, in the 
Willimansett neighborhood of 
Chicopee. The existing bridge 
is a concrete structure, origi-
nally opened to traffic in 1979. 
It provides three northbound 
lanes (towards Holyoke) and 
three southbound lanes (towards 
Chicopee), though the left lanes 
of both directions are currently 
closed to traffic.  Though safe for 
all users, this bridge has reached 
the end of its useful lifespan and 
must be replaced. MassDOT 
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge 
which will provide three lanes in 
each direction, a 75-year design 
life span, and incorporate mod-
ern bridge design elements to 
reduce maintenance impacts to 
the Willimansett neighborhood 
and the traveling public.  During 
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new 

bridge, some limited detours and 
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general, 
MassDOT will seek to maintain 
traffic on both Chicopee Street 
and I-391. We invite all members 
of the community to attend the 
meeting and learn more about 
this project.

This location is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides  reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 
assistance free of charge  upon 
request (including but not limited 
to interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages oth-
er than English, open or closed 
captioning for videos, assistive 
listening devices and alternate 
material formats, such as audio 
tapes, Braille and large print), as 
available.   For accommodation 
or  language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diver-
sity and Civil Rights Officer by 
phone (857-368-8580), fax (857-
368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-
0603) or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as soon 
as possible prior to the meeting, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten (10) business 
days before the meeting.   In the 
event of inclement weather a can-
cellation announcement will be 
posted on the internet at https://
www.mass.gov/orgs/highway-
division/events. 

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLE
CHIEF ENGINEER

09/26, 10/03/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1904EA
Estate of: 

David R Pine 
Date of Death: 08/07/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Cynthia R Lew-
is-Pine of Holyoke, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Cynthia R Lewis-Pine of Holy-
oke, MA be appointed as Person-
al Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 

Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/13/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 15, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/26/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P1963EA
Estate of: 

Monica Antonie Seibert 
Date of Death: 08/18/2025

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and 
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Olivia A.J. Seibert of Holyoke, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as re-
quested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Olivia A.J. Seibert of Holyoke, 
MA be appointed as Personal 
Representative(s) of said estate 
to serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 

your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 10/28/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: September 23, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

09/26/2025

NOTICE OF TIER 
CLASSIFICATION

680 TO 686 
SOUTH EAST STREET

HOLYOKE, 
MASSACHUSETTS

RTN 1-50840
A release of oil and/or hazard-

ous materials has occurred at this 
location, which is a disposal site 
as defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, § 2 
and the Massachusetts Contin-
gency Plan, 310 CMR 40.0000. 
To evaluate the release, a Phase 
I Initial Site Investigation was 
performed pursuant to 310 CMR 
40.0480. The site has been clas-
sified as TIER II pursuant to 310 
CMR 40.0500. On September 
16, 2025 the Holyoke Housing 
Authority filed a TIER II Clas-
sification Submittal with the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection (MassDEP). To obtain 
more information on this dis-
posal site, please contact Todd 
Kirton, LSP of Tighe & Bond, 
Westfield, Massachusetts, 413-
572-3222. The Tier Classification 
Submittal and the disposal site 
file can be viewed at MassDEP 
website using Release Track-
ing Number (RTN) 1-50840 at 
http://public.dep.state.ma.us/
SearchableSites2/Search.aspx or 
at MassDEP, Western Region, 
436 Dwight Street, Springfield, 
Massachusetts, 413-784-1149. 
Additional public involvement 
opportunities are available under 
310 CMR 40.1403(9) and 310 
CMR 40.1404.
09/26/2025

 In The News ◗

 Public Notices ◗
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 19th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 20thOctober 20th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

Sullivan Midddle School cheer squad gathers for a group photo before the parade.

The Holyoke’s St. Patrick’s Day float runs through the parade route.

The Holyoke High School band poses before the beginning of the parade.

Mayor Joshua Garcia waves to the crowd.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Holyoke Community Charter School cheer squad marches.

Holyoke’s Grand Colleen Moira 
Catherine Reardon waves to 
the crowd.

The Mardi Gras float full of people throwing beads to the crowd.

The parade always features various performers.

Holyoke Holyoke 
shines at shines at 
The Big EThe Big E

The Clydesdales are always a featured part of the parade.


