
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – A meet 
and greet for the artists of the 
Holyoke 150th Art Contest was 
held at Holyoke Heritage State 
Park Visitors Center on Sunday, 
Sept. 17. 

At this event, members of 
the Holyoke Preservation Trust 
also announced the winners of 
the contest. 

The categories were broken 
into age groups of adults, chil-
dren grades six through twelve 
and children grades kindergarten 
through fifth. 

From there, the categories 
were further broken down into 
different mediums of art. The 
adult categories were: best paint-
ing, best photograph, best mixed 
medium, best 3D art and best 
poetry/storytelling.

The kids categories, for both 
age groups, were best painting 
and best mixed medium. 

All winners received mon-
etary prizes. Adults received 
$200, $100 or $50 if they were 
in first, second or third place 
respectively. 

Children in grades six 
through twelve received $150, 
$100 or $50 for first, second and 
third place respectively. 

Children in kindergarten 
through fifth grade received 
$100, $50 or $25 for first, sec-
ond or third place. 

Adult winners for best 
painting were, in order of place-
ment, Kimberly Beauregard, 
Harold Dumas and Charles 
Gould. For adult best photo-
graph, Brian Whalen received 
first place and Norman Halpern 
second. Tom Kass placed first 
for adult best 3D art. For adult 
best mixed medium, Sandra 
Dias, Bridget Bresnahan and 
Beverly Sabourin received first, 

second and third place respec-
tively. Finally, Mary E. Johnson 
received first place in the adult 
best poetry/storytelling category. 

The winners for grades 
six through twelve best paint-
ing were Greyson Kozikowski, 
Alissa Renee Hoar and Connor 
Briggs for first, second and 
third respectively. For grades six 
through twelve best mixed medi-
um Dominic Perry received first 

place and Daniel Blaha second. 
The winners for kinder-

garten through fifth grade best 
painting were, in order of place-
ment, Zakaria Zian, Sophie King 
and Ben Pasquini. For kinder-
garten through fifth grade mixed 
medium Mirabelle Hines, Jack 
McCarthy and Sophia Williams 
received first, second and third 
respectively. 

The award recipients were 
honored and proud to have par-

ticipated in the contest. 
“It was an opportunity to be 

creative, to reflect on Holyoke 
and what it meant to me person-
ally,” Blessed Sacrament School 
Art Teacher Beverly Sabourin 
said. “Holyoke will always be 
my place, my home where I 
learned about life and I had fun 
all summer long working on the 
project.”

Harold Dumas stands proudly next to his winning painting. 
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Winners announced for the

Funds recommended for 
study of sewer enterprise
The study could lead to 
a different proposal on 
a sewer rate increase

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The Finance 
Commit tee  voted unani-
mously recommend transfer-
ring $100,000 from Capital 
Stabilization Funds to sew-
er-professional services.

The goal of this transfer of 
money is to help fund a study 
looking into the sewer enter-
prise account. The city will be 
renewing their long-term ser-
vice agreement in the upcom-
ing years and this study will 
help them to take out unneeded 
costs and services. 

“We want to look at what 
exactly makes up the cost 
associated with the enterprise 
fund,” Chair of the Board of 
Public Works Mary Monahan 
said. “This study is going to 
identify for us what the next 
steps are, it’s going to be pro-
gressive.”

The goal of this study 
would be to help break down 
the intricacies of what services 
the fund is paying for and how 
much money is going into each 
one. 

“We’re looking for this 
funding to get us through fis-
cal 2024, the council has been 
asking for breakdowns with 
respect to the long-term ser-
vice agreement annual con-
tract, what does it really pay 
for,” Monahan said, “We know 
MS4 work is in it, we know 
flood control system is in it, 
and there are other things in it 
but the contract doesn’t require 
that breakdown of invoices…so 
we want to do this study.” 

Additionally, they would 
look into what an average rate-
payer looked like.

“I’m looking at past infor-
mation with respect to rates 
and who does that payer look 
like, what are they made if and 
it doesn’t appear that, in the 
past, there has been an accurate 
representation of what the aver-
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The Boy 
Scouts of America are trying 
to bring their programs back to 
the city. 

There are programs avail-
able for anyone, no matter their 
age and gender. 

“Anyone can join and any-
one can be a leader,” Iris Sosa 
of the Western Mass Council 
of the Boy Scouts of America 
said. 

Youth in kindergarten all 
the way up to age twenty can 
join the Boy Scouts in their 
different programs. Also, any 
member of the community who 
is interested in helping to lead a 
troop is welcome to volunteer. 

Available programs are: 
Cub Scouts for grades kinder-
garten through fifth, Scouts 

Boy Scouts 
making their 
way back 
to city

See BOY SCOUTS, page 10

Yacelin Caraballo sends a hit over the net. See story and more 
photos on page 7. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

SERVING UP WINS

Art Teacher Beverly Sabourin received a third-place award in the adult 
mixed medium category for her piece Sprinkling Hope and Happiness 
Over Holyoke.

Holyoke 150Holyoke 150thth Art Contest Art Contest
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◗  In The News

Holyoke’s 150th celebration 
events continues this fall

HOLYOKE – The City of Holyoke’s 
150th Anniversary Celebrations 
continue with events this fall. 
Join Holyoke in celebrating 
its birthday this October 
with a month full of 
events.

A Day in the Yoke’ 
is back this Oct. 14th. A 
full day of events across 
the paper includ-
ing Doors Open 
Holyoke, the Great 
Holyoke Brick Race, P i o n e e r 
Valley Makers Faire, and the Paper City 
Food Festival.

Doors Open 2023 is happening this 
Oct. 14, from 9 a.m. till noon. Doors 
Open events across the country invite the 
public to see behind the doors of many 
places not usually open to the public.

2023 will include featured sites such 
as the Victory Theatre, H.H Richardson 
Station, The Holyoke fire Department 
and more. See the full list of locations 
here: https://www.exploreholyoke.com/
explore/doors-open-holyoke/featured/.

The Great Holyoke Brick Race runs 
from noon to 3 p.m.

As the name implies, a “Brick Race” 
involves designing and building a brick 
race car that is cleverly mounted on 
wheels and raced down an inclined track 
using only gravity to cross the finish 

line. The Brick Race emphasizes 
creativity and the sculptural qual-
ity of the race cars as well as 

making the fastest machine to 
cross the finish line. Teams 
are encouraged.

Register you brick 
racer here: https://forms.

gle/5KJ2UwpzZViw-
wd5w9.

Paper City Food 
Festival runs from 3 to10 

p.m., on Oct. 14, live bands 
TapRoots, LASTMINUTE, Zuleika 

Rodriguez Ortiz, Bermudez triangle, over 
20 food trucks, and vendors.

H o l y o k e ’s  1 5 0 t h  G a l a :  A 
Masquerade Costume Ball on Saturday, 
Oct. 28 in the Grand Ballroom at City 
Hall. Buy tickets here: https://www.holy-
oke150.com/.

The event, hosted by the Friends of 
City Hall, caps off a year of festivities 
celebrating Holyoke’s sesquicentennial. 
The gala includes buffet, dancing, and a 
silent auction.

The proceeds from the Holyoke 
150th Gala will be dedicated to the resto-
ration of the awe-inspiring stained-glass 
windows in the Grand Ballroom. By 
attending this remarkable event, guests 
will play an integral role in preserving 
the historical and architectural heritage 
of City Hall.

HCC 24-hour theater festival 
returns for sixth year Sept. 30 

HOLYOKE – The annual Phillips 
Festival, an evening of short plays writ-
ten, directed, and staged in 24 hours by 
Holyoke Community College alumni, 
students, staff, and friends, returns to 
HCC on Saturday, Sept. 30, for its sixth 
year.

The festival,  which debuted 
in 2016, raises money for the Leslie 
Phillips Theater Fund for Arts and 
Education, honoring the legacy of 
Leslie Phillips, founder of the HCC 
theater program.

“This year, we are doubly excited 
as the festival will be the first theater 
production in HCC’s newly renovat-
ed Leslie Phillips Theater,” said HCC 
alumna and festival coordinator Lisa 
Poehler.

To produce the Leslie Phillips 
Festival, HCC alumni, students and 
staff register in advance to participate 
as writers, directors, actors, or mem-
bers of the stage crew. The writers meet 
with the actors on Friday, Sept. 29, the 
night before the show to receive play 
elements such as props, prompts, and 
characterizations. They have until 6 
a.m. the next morning to write their 
plays. Two hours later, actors and 
directors meet for a full day of rehears-

als leading up to a 7:30 p.m. perfor-
mance that evening, Saturday, Sept. 30.

“This is an evening of creativity 
and collaboration for the HCC the-
ater community and the community at 
large,” said Poehler. “It’s also a chance 
to invest in the future generation of 
HCC’s theater program and students - 
all in the name of Leslie Phillips.”

Funds raised from the festival 
enable the HCC Theater Department 
to hold master classes, make capital 
improvements, and hire guest artists 
- “Anything to enrich, enable, and 
expand the educational experience of 
HCC students,” Poehler said.

The festival was first organized 
in 2016 by HCC alumni working with 
HCC theater professor Pat Sandoval as 
a tribute to Phillips, who died in 1988 
after inspiring legions of HCC students.

To participate in the festival, 
please register at hcc.edu/phillips-2023.

General admission tickets are $15 
in advance ($20 at the door) and $10 
for students and seniors ($15 at the 
door). All proceeds benefit the Leslie 
Phillips Theater Fund for Arts and 
Education.

Festival tickets can be purchased at 
hcc.edu/phillips-tickets23.

Tickets on sale for 150th Masquerade Costume Gala
HOLYOKE – Tickets for Holyoke’s 

150th Masquerade Costume Gala are 
now available for purchase at holy-
oke150.com. The event caps off a year 
of celebrations for the Paper City’s 150th 
anniversary.

On Saturday, Oct. 28, from 6 to 11 
p.m.at the Grand Ballroom in Holyoke 
City Hall the Masquerade Gala will take 
place.Tickets are $100 per person and 
there are tables of 10 available for pur-
chase for $1000.

The gala promises to be an unfor-
gettable evening of philanthropy cele-
brating Holyoke’s past, present and 
future. Guests are encouraged to show 
up and show out in their most creative 
masquerade attire. Attendees can look 
forward to: Delicious food and drinks 
from The Log Cabin, live music per-
formed by Maxxtone and Holyoke Civic 
Symphony’s string quartet. A silent auc-

tion featuring exceptional items, includ-
ing original work from local artists and 
a chance to have dinner with the mayor. 
Valet parking will be available. 

The event is hosted by the Friends of 
City Hall and proceeds will go toward the 
restoration of the awe-inspiring stained 
glass windows in the Grand Ballroom.

Event Co-Chair Joseph Charles said 
“As we celebrate Holyoke’s 150th, we 
wanted to create an event that captures 
the essence of our city – vibrant, diverse, 
and undeniably fun. So don your masks 
and costumes and be part of what prom-
ises to be a fantastic evening.”

Mayor Joshua Garcia added, “No 
matter if you’ve lived in our beautiful 
city for decades or a few weeks, one 
thing rings true: We’re all Holyokers. 
Join us at the 150th Gala as we celebrate 
Holyoke’s history and shape its bright 
future.”

NAMI-WM announces new yoga class
H O LYO K E  –  T h e  N a t i o n a l 

Alliance on Mental Illness of Western 
Massachusetts would like to announce 
Mindfulness Mondays Yoga with Kateri. 
This class is designed as a gentle, thera-
peutic yoga class with beginners in mind. 
It is easy-paced, helps reduce stress and 
anxiety, and aids in the management of 
mental health symptoms.

Kateri is a certified yoga instructor 

and is a member of our board of direc-
tors. The classes will begin in September 
and will be held on the second and fourth 
Mondays of the month starting from 5 to 
6 p.m. 

They will take place at the same 
location as NAMI-WM at 1221 Main 
Street, in the Catherine Horan Medical 
Building. Classes are by donation and 
partial proceeds will go to NAMI-WM.

Girls Inc. announces two new 
members to board of directors

HOLYOKE – Girls Inc. of the 
Valley is announcing two new mem-
bers to their Board of Directors: 
Trishna Mudumbi and Isani Castro. 
These board members will join their 
current Board of Directors to sup-
port strategic planning to map out the 
future of the organization.

Mudumbi is an accomplished 
eng ineer ing  l eader  wi th  near-
ly 20 years of industry experience. 
Mudumbi holds a Bachelors of 
Science in Computer Engineering 
from Drexel University and a Masters 
of Science in Management from 
Stevens Institute of Technology. 
Mudumbi is currently the chief engi-
neer for Environmental and Airframe 
Control Systems products for the 
Boeing Defense Value Stream at 
Collins Aerospace. Throughout her 
career, Mudumbi has focused on pro-
moting women and underrepresented 
groups in STEM and beyond. 

Castro is an Associate Attorney 
at Doherty, Wallace, Pillsbury & 
Murphy P.C. in downtown Springfield 
with a focus on business and corporate 
law. Castro holds a Bachelor of Arts 

in Political Science from Manhattan 
College, graduating with honors. 
Castro graduated from Roger Williams 
University School of Law in May 
2022 with her Juris Doctor. In her role 
as Associate Attorney, Castro drafts 
various legal documents related to 
intricate business needs, provides legal 
counsel, and manages negotiations.

“Trishna and Isani are fabulous 
additions to our Board of Directors,” 
said Suzanne Parker, executive direc-
tor of Girls Inc. of the Valley. “Trishna 
and Isani are leaders in their respec-
tive industries and have a firm pas-
sion for the Girls Inc. mission. The 
skill sets they will bring to the board 
strengthens our organization as we 
position ourselves to serve more youth 
throughout the Valley.”

Girls Inc. of the Valley seeks to 
contribute to a world in which every 
student values their whole self, dis-
covers their inherent strengths, and 
achieves their goals. 

If interested, or have questions 
please contact Meghan Rothschild at 
413.218.4994 or meghan@chikme-
dia.us.

Harper’s Haven to be held on Oct. 13
HOLYOKE – The Holyoke Parks 

and Recreation Department cordially 
invites the Holyoke community to the 
“Third Annual Harper’s Haven Friday 
the 13th Halloween Festival.”  This event 
will take place on Friday, Oct. 13, from 5 
to 7 p.m. at Community Field, off Cherry 
Street.

Music will be provided by DJ Brian 
Nicks. TJ’s popcorn, cookies and bal-
loons will be there. Visit with Toy Story 
characters Woody and Buzz Lightyear. 

Meet with the Holyoke Fire Department. 
Guests are encouraged to wear their 
favorite Superhero/Halloween Costume. 
Collect a goodie bag while supplies last.

This event is free of charge, weath-
er permitting.  This event is sponsored 
by the Holyoke Parks and Recreation 
Department and Harper’s Family.  

For more information visit our web 
site at www.holyoke.org or call the Parks 
& Recreation Department at (413) 322-
5620.
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Food and clothing drive drop off 
at Polish National Credit Union

HOLYOKE – The Hibernians of 
Hampden/Hampshire Counties and The 
Polish National Credit Union together 
are once again sponsoring a food drive 
and clothing drive to benefit Providence 
Ministries. The drive will take place 
September through Deember 1.

Jennie Adamczyk, executive direc-
tor of Providence Ministries has a mantra 
“If we don’t who will?” Kate’s Kitchen 
serves one hot meal a day, 365 days a 
year and often feeds up to 240 people on 
a given day. The mission of Providence 
Ministries “Nourishing hope, and 
rebuilding lives through our life chang-
ing programs.”

Drop-off location for the food and 
clothing drive: Polish National Credit 
Union Insurance Services, 270 Westfield 
Road.

Please consider donating non-per-

ishable items like: Ramen Noodles, 
Canned Goods, Pasta, Cereal, Dried 
Beans, Dried Fruit, Soup, Spam, 
Brownies, and Cookie Mixes, Desserts, 
Stuffing, Instant Potatoes, Peanut Butter, 
etc.

Please consider donating gen-
tly used items: Sleeping bags, towels, 
blankets, children’s clothes, Men and 
Women’s Clothes,  shoes, comforters, 
sheets, curtains, pots, and pans, small 
household items etc..

Make a donation and be entered to 
win a raffle basket and/or $100.00.

Please help those who are expe-
riencing food insecurity and assist 
Providence Ministries as they continue 
to transform lives. Stop in the Polish 
National Credit Union in Holyoke and 
make a donation today to Providence 
Ministries.

Royal named to Massachusetts Board of Higher Education
HOLYOKE – Recently retired 

Holyoke Community College presi-
dent Christina Royal has been named 
to the Massachusetts Board of Higher 
Education by Gov. Maura T. Healey.

Royal, who lives in Northampton, 
was one of three new board appointments 
announced Sept. 19, along with the reap-
pointment of board chair Chris Gabrieli.

“Equity is at the center of our 
administration. I’m proud to be appoint-
ing members of the Board of Higher 
Education who share this commit-
ment and will work to expand access 

to affordable, high quality higher edu-
cation for every student,” Healey said. 
“Massachusetts has long been a leader in 
higher education, and I’m confident that 
under the leadership of Chair Gabrieli 
and the other board members we will 
continue to lengthen our lead and deliver 
results for the people of Massachusetts.”

The 13-member Board of Higher 
Education is the statutorily created agen-
cy in Massachusetts responsible for 
defining the mission of and coordinating 
the State’s system of public higher edu-
cation and its institutions.

“I am grateful to serve on the Board 
of Higher Education for Massachusetts 
and look forward to supporting our sys-
tem of public higher education in a new 
capacity,” said Royal. “As president of 
HCC for seven years, equity was a sig-
nificant priority, and I’m grateful for the 
opportunity to continue this work at the 
state level, in support of our students and 
institutions.”

Royal, who wrapped up her tenure 
as the fourth president of HCC in July, 
is the president of Infinite Unlearning, 
LLC.

 In The News ◗

New HCC President Timmons 
receives community welcome

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College President 
George Timmons received a 
warm community welcome 
during a reception Sept. 12 
at the Gary Rome Hyundai 
dealership on Whiting Farms 
Road.

It was the first public 
reception for Timmons, who 
began his tenure as HCC’s 
fifth president on July 13.

“As a business leader in 
the community, it is an honor to host 
President Timmons and introduce him at 
our dealership,” said Rome. “Together, 
we can join forces and accomplish great 
things for the future of HCC.”

The reception followed the quarterly 
meeting of the HCC Foundation Board of 
Directors, on which Rome and  Timmons 
both sit.

“We are excited to work with 
Pres ident  Timmons ,”  sa id  HCC 
Foundation Board chair Corey Murphy, 
president of First American Insurance 
Agency. “He is clear about wanting HCC 
to be acknowledged nationally for its 
efforts to support and inspire students, 

and he is eager to connect 
with donors to help us get 
there.”

The reception included 
the presentation of a $5,000 
check from Rome to the HCC 
Foundation for the bene-
fit of HCC’s Thrive Student 
Resource Center, which pro-
vides essential resources and 
support to students dealing 
with challenges such as food 
and housing insecurity.

“Mr. Rome has clearly shown his 
dedication to HCC and to the work the 
college is doing to help students achieve 
their academic and career goals, and 
we are very grateful for his donation,” 
Timmons said.

“The money we raised that day goes 
to the President’s Student Emergency 
Fund and Thrive Center to help students 
facing food insecurity and housing inse-
curity,” said Rome. “It’s very important 
that we give everybody the tools to go to 
school, and it’s important to bring aware-
ness to Holyoke Community College 
because it is a hidden jewel right here in 
our community.” 

NAMI Family-to-Family education 
program starting Sept. 19

HOLYOKE – National Alliance on 
Mental Illness Western Massachusetts 
is offering NAMI Family-to-Family 
Education Program in person, starting 
Tuesday, Sept. 19, from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 
in Greenfield.

NAMI Family-to-Family is a free, 
9-session educational program for fam-
ily, significant others, and friends of 
people with mental health conditions. 
It is a designated evidenced-based pro-
gram. This means that research shows 
that the program significantly improves 
the coping and problem-solving abil-
ities of the people closest to a person 

with a mental health condition.
NAMI Family-to-Family is taught 

by NAMI-trained family members who 
have been there and includes presenta-
tions, discussions, and interactive exer-
cises.

NAMI is the nation’s largest grass-
roots mental health organization ded-
icated to building better lives for the 
millions of Americans affected by men-
tal health conditions. 

Pre-registration is required. For 
more information contact: Susan 
Sharbaugh at suesharbaugh@gmail.
com or visit: namiwm.org/support.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Girl Scouts to welcome hundreds 
of girls to ‘Geek Is Glam’ event

HOLYOKE – Hundreds of mid-
dle school girls and dozens of high 
school girls will convene at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute Saturday, Oct. 
14, to celebrate science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics at the 
Girl Scouts of Central and Western 
Massachusetts Geek Is Glam STEM 
Event and it’s not too late to participate.

The day-long interactive STEM 
conference for girls in grades 4 through 
12 is hosted by Girl Scouts of Central 
and Western Massachusetts and WPI 
with over 60 area education and adven-
ture collaborators. Participants will be 
exposed to some of the area’s top sci-
entific and engineering minds as they 
engage in the hands-on aspect of explo-
ration and discovery while they build, 
explore, assemble and imagine.The day 
kicks off at 9 a.m. with Keynote speak-
ers Daisha Ramos-Ortiz, WPI freshman 
and five-time Geek Is Glam participant 
and Ms. Massachusetts 2023 Chelsea 
Vuong.

Participants will spend the day 

in interactive workshops, demonstra-
tions, and hands-on exhibits presented 
by: Cummings School of Veterinary 
Medicine at Tufts University, The 
Discovery Museums, New England 
Sci-Tech, UMass Amherst Polymer 
Science and Engineering, WCVB 
Channel 5 Boston, Sub Zero Nitrogen 
Ice Cream, and New England Botanic 
Garden at Tower Hill. From Mystic 
Aquarium to morse code, from rain-
bows to robots, girls will be engaged 
in interactive activities, games and dis-
plays.

For more information and to reg-
ister go to https://www.gscwm.org/
en/discover/activities/special-events.
html or call 413-584-2602. The fee is 
$45 per girl in grades 4-8 and $50 per 
girl in grades 9-12 and includes lunch, 
snacks, a Geek is Glam t-shirt, draw-
string backpack, and an exclusive Geek 
is Glam patch. Financial assistance is 
available. No previous Girl Scout expe-
rience necessary to attend. Registration 
closes Sept. 18.

Retired HCC President Christina Royal 
has been named to MA Board of Higher 
Education. Submitted Photo

George Timmons

Wistariahurst Museum announces 
upcoming Halloween events

HOLYOKE – Wistariahurst is an 
educational and cultural center owned 
and operated by Holyoke and support-
ed by The Wistariahurst Foundation. 
Wistar iahurst  is  host ing several 
Halloween events including;

Cemetery tours at Forestdale
Oct. 14  tours start at 

3, 3:20, 3:40, and 4 p.m.
Embark on a captivating journey 

with Wistariahurst as volunteers embody 
the souls of Holyoke’s ancestors, guiding 
people along the winding pathways of 
Forestdale Cemetery. Amidst the solemn 
beauty of this resting ground, partici-
pants can immerse themselves in the cap-
tivating tales of those departed, who once 
infused life into the heart of the city.

Darkened Hallway tours
Oct. 18, 19, 25, and 26, tours are at 

6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Participants can step into the 

unknown as they wander through the 
shadowy corridors and rooms of the 
Wistariahurst Mansion by the flickering 
light of candles. Immerse yourself in an 
evening of spine-tingling discovery, feel-
ing the lingering energy of past inhab-
itants and workers that once occupied 
these haunted halls. Uncover the capti-
vating history of the Skinner family and 
the mansion’s journey to Holyoke. Learn 
how silk, wisteria and antique musical 
instruments wove their enchantment into 
the very fabric of this historic building. 
Listen to chilling tales of the mansion’s 
history, guaranteed to send shivers down 
your spine.

Spirits speak
Oct. 27 session begins at 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
As Halloween draws near and the 

ethereal veil thins, prepare to delve into 
the eerie mysteries of Wistariahurst 
Museum alongside the Spirit Sisters. Join 
in a spine-tingling night of paranormal 
exploration where participants will step 
into the world of ghost hunting, uncover 
the secrets of essential equipment and 
shiver in anticipation that perhaps those 
who never left Wistariahurst may still be 
heard.



 4   •   SEPTEMBER 22, 2023   •   The Holyoke Sun

A Quote
OF NOTE

Guest Column

Guest Column

Will opening 
a joint account 

affect my disabled 
father’s “SSI?”

 
Dear Rusty

I live in Michigan and my senior dis-
abled father lives in rural Kentucky. His 
income is part Social Security and part dis-
ability. I talked to a local credit union near 
his home and explained I would like to open 
a joint account. They said as long as he 
comes in with his ID it’s possible. 

My question is will adding money to our 
joint account affect his SSI and disability? 

Signed: Caring Daughter

Dear Caring Daughter 
First, I need to clarify that there are 

two types of disability programs adminis-
tered by the Social Security Administration 
– Social Security Disability Insurance and 
Supplemental Security Income. The acro-
nym “SSI” normally refers to “Supplemental 
Security Income,” which is a benefit for dis-
abled senior adults and children, who have 
very little income and very few assets. 

“SSI” is not Social Security income; 
rather it is a general benefit program joint-
ly administered by the Social Security 
Administration and the State in which your 
father lives. In contrast, Social Security 
Disability benefits are earned from working 
and are not affected by the recipient’s assets, 
as are “SSI” benefits. 

From what you’ve written, I assume that 
your father may have a small Social Security 
retirement benefit (because he has reached 
his full retirement age and SSDI isn’t avail-
able after full retirement age) and he is also 
receiving Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) disability benefits. 

If this is the case, although your father’s 
Social Security retirement benefit would not 
be affected by opening a joint account at 
the credit union, his Supplemental Security 
Income disability benefit likely will be. 

As co-owner of the joint account, your 
assets would count towards your father’s 
“SSI” asset limit and your assets, as well as 
any “in kind” assistance you otherwise pro-
vide, would likely put your father over the 
SSI income/asset eligibility limit and result 
in his SSI benefits being terminated.

So, although the credit union may be 
willing to open a joint account for you and 
your father, I’m afraid that would result in 
your father losing his SSI benefits, leav-
ing him with only his small Social Security 
retirement benefit. 

You may wish to review the SSI eli-
gibility information at this link: www.ssa.
gov/ssi/eligibility or you could contact the 
Social Security Administration and ask 
to speak with someone experienced with 
Supplemental Security Income matters. 

For clarity, “SSI” assistance is joint-
ly administered by the Social Security 
Administration and each State’s Human 
Services department, and assistance avail-
able varies somewhat depending on the 
recipient’s state of residence. Thus, since 
your father lives in Kentucky, you might also 
contact that state’s human services agency 
to discuss your options for providing remote 
assistance to your father without jeopar-
dizing his Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) benefit: www.chfs.ky.gov/Pages/con-
tact.aspx.

The Associat ion Mature Ci t izens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
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“Autumn 
leaves 

don’t fall, 
they fly”
Delia Owens

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

For the last couple of weeks, I have been 
eagerly observing a garden spider in 
one of my flower beds.  

It is so beautiful.  
Spider foes might balk at that particular 

choice of words.  But if the shoe fits, wear it! 
This spider is indeed a beauty.  Over 

an inch long, yellow and black in color and 
attached to an intricately woven web, the 
spider on guard, waiting for unsuspecting 
prey. 

Many years ago, when I grew flowers 
that were members of the Celosia genus in a 
big cut flower garden, it seemed this partic-
ular spider was a frequent visitor.  I haven’t 
seen one like it in a few years.  

Lo and behold, she’s attached to some 
plumed celosia, doing her thing. Read on to 
learn more about a real hero, garden style!

This particular garden spider goes by 
the name of Argiope (rhymes with calli-
ope).  Besides its brilliant color, other dis-
tinguishing characteristics include a large, 
egg-shaped abdomen, three claws on each 
foot, and a foot wide (or larger) web that has 
a zig zag band of silk called “stabilimenta” 

running through its center.  
The argiope makes its home in most 

of the lower 48 states, Mexico and Central 
America as far south as Costa Rica.  It pre-

The Massachusetts Audubon Society 
reported a rare sighting of an 
American white pelican at Big Pond 

in Otis. 
The white pelican winters along the 

Florida and Gulf Coast. It breeds in the 
western part of Canada and the United 
States. It is 62 inches long, white with a 
large orange-yellow bill and throat pouch. 
In flight, the trailing half of the wings are 
black. 

The immature is similar to the adult, 
but the bill and throat pouch are gray and 
the wing markings are brown not black. 
The immature plumage is kept for three to 
four years.

These pelicans feed while swimming, 
dipping the bill into the water to catch 
fish in its pouch. They often feed in small 
groups where they herd fish toward shal-

low water to make facilitate catching the 
fish. 

The female lays one to three white 
eggs in a nest that is a slight depression on 
bare ground or on a mound of earth, brush 
stems and debris. They often nest colonial-
ly on large inland lakes. 

The American white pelican is one of 
the largest birds in North America. It can 
soar for long distance and often flies in 
line or V formation. During breeding sea-
son, they may do flights involving soaring 
and diving. They are generally quiet away 
from their breeding grounds. The young in 
the nest can give loud whines or grunts. 

Bald eagle
An Oakham couple camped with fam-

ily members at Lake Dennison over the 
Labor Day weekend. They spotted a bald 
eagle while kayaking. Upon returning 
to shore, their son was looking at a bird 
perched in a tree and said it was a bald 
eagle. They took turns watching the eagle 
through the binoculars.

Lots of wild turkeys
Seeing wild turkeys along the side 

of the road or even having to stop while 
they cross the road is a common occur-

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SECURITY, page 5

See GARDEN, page 5

See BACKYARD, page 5

This garden spider, an Agriope, is a helpful friend 
to gardeners. Submitted Photo
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of cat
6. Weaponry
10. Western Christian 

Church service
14. Significant eruption of 

pustules
15. Baltic nation
17. Start of American 

holiday season
19. Unhappy
20. Maintains possession of
21. Metrical foot of one 

long and three short 
syllables

22. Mountain pass
23. Vestments
24. Type of dish
26. Escaped quickly
29. Zoroastrian concept of 

holy fire
31. Wings
32. Political action 

committee
34. Touches lightly

35. Stood back from
37. Philippine Island
38. Popular winter activity
39. Type of amine
40. Small freshwater duck
41. Filled with love
43. Without (French)
45. Vetch
46. Swiss river
47. Describes a sound
49. Sign language
50. Hair product
53. Have surgery
57. Quality of being 

imaginary
58. Far-right German party
59. Drove
60. Former French coin of 

low value
61. Hard, durable timbers

CLUES DOWN
1. Body art
2. Middle East military 

title

3. Actor Pitt
4. Container
5. Speak incessantly
6. Relating to algae
7. Jacob __, journalist
8. Rock TV channel
9. Boat’s cargo
10. Most wise
11. Within
12. Chinese industrial city
13. Scotland’s longest 

river
16. Not capable
18. Footwear
22. Savings account
23. Capable
24. Vaccine developer
25. Tax collector
27. Fencing swords
28. Native religion in 

China
29. Promotional materials
30. A shot in a film 

production
31. Afflict in mind or body

33. A passage with access 
only at one end

35. Breathing devices
36. Employ for wages
37. Kids’ TV channel 

(abbr.)
39. Popular Boston song
42. Made amends
43. Selling at specially 

reduced prices
44. Atomic #18
46. With fireplace residue
47. Unleavened cornbread
48. Draw out
49. Southwestern Alaska 

island
50. Where the Pyramids 

are
51. People of Nigeria
52. Smaller quantity
53. Destroy the inside of
54. City
55. Chivalrous figure 

(abbr.)
56. No (Scottish)

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

fers sunny areas among flowers, shrubs 
and other tall plants to construct its web.  

If weather permits, the female spi-
der will construct and repair her web 
both day and night and will remain there 
unless food is scarce, or disturbances are 
frequent.  Males generally roam in search 
of a mate, and when they find one will 
sometimes build a small web nearby to 
begin courtship.  

Although their vision is rather poor, 
males get their intentions across by 
plucking and vibrating the females’ web.  

Once mating is complete, it is pre-
sumed that males die.  Females produce 
up to three brown egg sacks, each one 
containing 300-1,400 eggs.  

The sacks are positioned close to 
mom, nearby her resting position in the 
center of the web.  

Unfortunately, she will die prior to 
or as a result of the first hard frost, and 
although her eggs will hatch within the 
sack they do not emerge until spring.  In 
warmer climates the female argiope may 
live for several years.     

As with all spiders, the black and 

yellow garden spider is carnivorous.  Its 
orb-shaped web will capture all sorts of 
flying insects, including aphids, flies, 
grasshoppers, and even wasps and bees.  

Amazingly, she can bring down prey 
nearly twice her size thanks to a venom-
ous bite that immobilizes its victims.  We 
need not worry about this spider.  

Although it is large, it bites only 
when harassed, and reportedly, its venom 
poses no threat to humans.  In fact, the 
argiope is a valued predator of grasshop-
pers in American rangelands.  

The spider will be fun to watch as 
the season progresses.  

I have to admit I am a little sad that 
she won’t survive the winter.  I will have 
to be on the look out for her egg sacks.  

Nature is just amazing.  Be sure to 
stop and admire the spiders every now 
and then and smell the roses, too!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 

rence in my travels around the area. 
This Monday, I stopped and watched 
a flock of six or so Tom turkeys. The 
three largest ones displayed their tail 
feathers in what looked like a competi-
tion between them. 

Although wild turkeys are a com-
mon sighting now, I enjoy watching 
them. I also see flocks of several hens 
with their poults in various stages of 
growth.

Hummingbirds
The ruby throated hummingbirds 

are now migrating. Many people keep 
their nectar feeders out until later this 
month for a food source for the strag-
glers. Soon, it will be time to take in 
the nectar feeders, clean them and put 
them away until next May when the 
ruby throated hummingbirds return.

Audubon society sightings
In addition to the American white 

pelican in Otis, the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society reported another 
rare sighting a masked booby at the 
edge of the continental shelf near 
Hydrographer Canyon. The booby was 
one of only three or four sightings ever 
recorded in Massachusetts.

Other  s ight ings included red 
crossbills at Montague Plains Wildlife 

Management area, eight red crossbills 
at the Birch Hill Wildlife Management 
Area in Winchendon, four sandhill 
cranes Meadows Conservation Area 
near Arcadia Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Northampton, and upland sandpiper, a 
whimbrel, a Baird’s sandpiper, a short-
billed dowitcher, a dickcissel and two 
lark sparrows in Northampton. Also 
reported were a Bonaparte’s gull and a 
common tern at the Quabbin Reservoir 

Visitor Center in Belchertown and 
three black vultures over Mount 
Wachusett in Princeton.

People may report a bird sighting 
or bird related experience by calling 
me at 413-967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O. 
Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

Westfield State University presents conversations
WESTFIELD – On Wednesday, Sept. 

27, Westfield State University will host a 
“Conversation with Values Practitioners,” 
an evening dedicated to celebrating the 
work and life stories of individuals who, 
through the practice of values, build inclu-
sive communities, inspire more equitable 
institutions, and contribute to a more just 
world.

Featured speakers include Janine 
Fondon,Chai r  of  Undergraduate 
Communications at Bay Path University, 
and exhibit curator; Rhonda Anderson, an 
Iñupiaq-Athabascan woman from Alaska 
and Commissioner on Indian Affairs 
in Western Massachusetts; and Ben 
Boyd, Senior Vice President of Global 
Communications at Peloton.

In bringing together community 
members across the diversity spectrum, 
including identity, thought, talent, and 
lived experience, the program will rec-
ognize and appreciate that identities are 
interconnected, celebrate the equity and 
inclusion efforts by faculty, staff, and stu-
dents, and encourage opportunities for 
continued action.

Following the speaking program, 
the “Voices of Resilience” exhibit will be 
launched at Westfield State’s Arno Maris 
Gallery. The display panels will show-
case the stories of women and men who 
have worked to create change as well as 
untold narratives that reframe history. The 
exhibit will represent these achievements 
both visually and through inclusive story-

telling. A panel is dedicated to Dr. Linda 
Thompson, the president of the University.

The speaking program will run from 
4:30 to 5:45 p.m. and take place in the 
Scanlon Banquet Hall followed by the 
exhibit opening and its reception in the 
Arno Maris Gallery, which runs from 6 to 
7 p.m. and is located on the second floor 
of the Ely building. Both are free and 
open to the public.

Sponsors include the University’s 
Office of Human Resources, the Office 
of the President, the Values Working 
Group, the Ethnic and Gender Studies 
Department, and numerous collaborators 
throughout campus. External sponsors 
include the Mass Cultural Council and 
Peloton.

 In The News ◗

tion purposes and does not represent 
legal or financial guidance. It pres-
ents the opinions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-

ited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, 
visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at 
ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security 
advisor for AMAC. 

American white pelican Red crossbills
Ruby throated hummingbirds 

GARDEN, from page 4

SECURITY, from page 4

BACKYARD, from page 4

Purchase a photo that recently 
ran in one of our publications.
Go to newspapers.turley.com/

photo-request

$12.50
Each

Digital Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Ithaca College  
spring 2023 
dean’s list

ITHACA, NY – Mae Cahill of 
Holyoke, has been named to Ithaca 
College’s spring 2023 dean’s list.

We would love to hear all about 
your good news. Email thesun@
turley.com your engagement, wed-
ding, birth, anniversary, graduation, 
sports news and photos so we can 
share your accomplishments. 

Tell us all about it!
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Bright Nights road race registration now open
SPRINGFIELD – The Bright Nights 

5k Road Race, a jolly jaunt through more 
than 700,000 lights, has earned the rep-
utation of being Springfield’s favorite 
race. Registration is now open for the 
500 coveted spots. 

The 18th annual Bright Nights 5K 
Road Race is going to held on Monday, 
Nov. 27, at 6:30 p.m. The rain date is 
Tuesday, Nov. 28. The fee to participate 
is $70. This includes participation in the 
one-of-a-kind event that takes runners 
by and through Bright Nights at Forest 

Park’s magnificent displays, from the 
Seuss Land Arch to the Giant Poinsettia 
Candles, and back. Racers also are going 
to  receive a souvenir long-sleeved hood-
ed athletic shirt, a ticket to enjoy Bright 
Nights at Forest Park in the comfort of 
their car, and a post-race soup supper.

 “We tell runners to prepare for a 
hilly course,” said Spirit of Springfield 
President Judy Matt. “They will, how-
ever, be distracted and delighted by 
being immersed in the lights as they run 
past the dinosaur display, by the Barney 

Mansion, through the Blizzard Tunnel to 
name just a few of the displays.”

In 2022, the Bright Nights 5K Road 
Race was enjoyed by many beyond 
Greater Springfield. These includ-
ed runners from Sturbridge, Sutton, 
Chelmsford, and Boston, Massachusetts, 
as well as Connecticut, Maine, New 
Hampshire, New York, and even one 
from Arizona.

The Spirit of Springfield, which 
organizes the event, recommends run-
ners be available for both dates, Nov. 

27 and 28. For safety reasons, runners 
must be at least 14 years old on race day. 
Headphones, baby strollers, pets, and 
bandit runners will not be allowed on the 
route.

The Bright Nights 5k Road Race 
is sponsored by Covestro, Health New 
England, Siemens, and Freedom Credit 
Union.

For more information about the 
Bright Night 5K Road Race and registra-
tion, visit brightnights.org or contact the 
Spirit of Springfield at 413-733-3800.

◗  In The News

  
LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FROZEN

COUNTRY STYLE PORK RIBS 

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS ...........

USDA INSP. $229
lb

SALE DATES: 9/21/23-9/27/23

$249

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

TURKEY PASTRAMI............$399

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
VARIETY PACK

CUT UP CHICKEN 15 LB BOX ......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS ....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN 16/20 COUNT 

COOKED SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ............. ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. HÄAGEN-DAZS

CHOCOLATE DARK CHOCOLATE 
MINI ICE CREAM BARS 11.1 OZ ...

$1399
ea

SLICED IN OUR DELI LAND O’ LAKES
SHARP CHEDDAR 
AMERICAN CHEESE .........

$399
lb

$1899

BEEF 
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

lb

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF

STRIPLOIN

69¢

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$699

$335

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF SKIRT STEAKS .........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ MARINATED BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED

1/2 CHICKENS .................. $249
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

5 LB 
BAG

90% DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$499
lb

$667
lb

$499
lb

$989
lb

CUT 
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Northeast Center for Youth and Families 

is an Intensive Foster Care Agency 
working with children 

who have been abused or neglected. 
NCYF is looking for people to 

open their homes to children who need 
a safe and nurturing home environment.

NCYF Provides:
$1500 sign on bonus
Specialized Training

24 hour on-call support
Weekly Case Manager Support

Weekly Tax Free Stipend up to $1300
Supportive Team Environment

Please call Tony at (413) 575-8545
or Tanya at (413) 588-8831 
with questions or to apply.

Dinner and a Show!
Thursday October 5, 2023
Munich Haus Banquet Hall, 13 Center Street, Chicopee
Cocktails & Buffet Dinner 5:30-7 p.m.
Show starts at 7 p.m. featuring

Robert Black
as Elvis

Ashley Kohl
Emcee

Nicole Fuller as Lady 
Gaga & Rick Larrimore

as Rod Stewart

$50

$250

Ticket includes buffet 
& live entertainment.

Corporate sponsorship 
- 4 tickets with 
appropriate advertising 
recognition

Rotary Club of Chicopee

To buy tickets for the 
event go to

chicopeerotary.org

Worship:
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School begins at 9:15 a.m.
stpetersholyoke.org • 413-536-3369

34 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Coffee Hour after Sunday

Michael J. Dias Foundation hosting golf tournament on Oct. 16
LUDLOW – The Michael J. Dias 

Foundation gears up for its 10th annu-
al golf tournament fundraiser, at the 
Ludlow Country Club on Monday,  Oct. 
16. The tournament is sponsored by Luso 
Federal Credit Union

The Michael J. Dias Foundation, 
renowned for its steadfast commitment 
to providing sober housing to individuals 

in recovery, has organized this event as a 
cornerstone fundraising effort to advance 
its mission further. The tournament will 
begin with registration starting at 9:30 
a.m., followed by an exhilarating shotgun 
start at 11 a.m.

Golf enthusiasts, community mem-
bers, and foundation supporters are invit-
ed to participate in this day of friendly 

competition. The cost per golfer is $150, 
covering greens fees, a golf cart, a delec-
table mid-game lunch, and a celebratory 
buffet dinner.

Sponsorship opportunities are open 
to businesses and individuals who want 
to make a difference. Sponsors will 
play an integral role in supporting the 
Foundation’s crucial work, contributing 

to the well-being and recovery of the 
individuals the Foundation serves.

For inquiries and additional infor-
mation, please don’t hesitate to con-
tact Isabel Martins, reachable via email 
at  imartins@mdiasfoundation.org  or by 
phone at 617-429-0541.

The  10th  annual  MJD Golf 
Tournament stands as a celebration of 

community and a testa-
ment to the potent force 
of collective goodwill. 

R eg i s t e r i n g  f o r 
the 10th annual golf 
Tournament and becom-
ing a valued sponsor is 
just a click away through 
the official registration 
portal:  https://bit.ly/
MJDGOLF23. We’d like 
to have all sponsors con-
firmed by Sept. 27 and 
golfers registered by 
Oct. 2, in order to plan 
the best day for every-
one.    For more details 
about the event, please 
visit the Foundation’s 
official website at  www.
mdiasfoundation.org.  

10th Annual 2023 Golf Tournament
Monday, October 16th - Ludlow Country Club

1 Tony Lema Drive, Ludlow, MA

Be a player ~ Be a sponsor
11:00 am shotgun start - includes lunch & dinner

$150/each - $600/team
imartins@mdiasfoundation.org

https://bit.iy/MJDGOLF23
Deadline: 9/30/23

Michael J. Dias
Foundation

Event Sponsor

Media Sponsor Visit us at
www.

turley
.com

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Tuesday Nights
 6:30pm

Pitch Night

Friday, Sept. 22
5-7pm

Spaghetti Dinner

Friday, Sept. 22 
7:30pm 

Trivia is Back! 
$5 per person

Winner takes all
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Holyoke boys seek first win

Knights girls soccer falls to Ware
By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

WARE – Despite the Lady 
Indians 3-0 loss to Pioneer 
North rival Holyoke High 
School, last Thursday’s match 
held at Ware High School was 
very special. 

soccer team and is also a 
member of the student coun-
cil, gave her thoughts about the 
night.

“Obviously, we would’ve 
liked to have won the game, 
but tonight was all about 
Childhood Cancer Awareness,” 
Chelsea Foley said.  “Mr. 
(Wayne) Blais, who’s a teacher 
at the high school, gave me this 
idea during the first week of 
school. His son (Alex) passed 
away from cancer five years 
ago. We were hoping to raise a 
little bit of money tonight.” 

The proceeds from the gift 

baskets will be given to Camp 
Hole in the Wall, which is in 
Ashford, Connecticut.

“Because this was our first 
year doing this, my main goal 
was to raise around $200.00. 
I never expected to make 
more than one thousand dol-
lars tonight. I’m so proud of 
everyone involved,” Foley said. 
“All of the proceeds will go to 
Camp Hole in the Wall. They 
do a lot for families who have 
been affected by Childhood 
Cancer. It’s a great organiza-
tion. My teammates gave me 
a lot of help tonight. It was an 
amazing night.” 

The Lady Indians home 
game versus Holyoke was orig-
inally scheduled to be played 
last Wednesday night but was 
postponed for 24 hours due to 
the weather. There was also 

See SOCCER, page 8 Yasani Thompson is in balance as she readies to pass to a teammate.            Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com

Knights 
win fifth 
straight

HOLYOKE – After a loss 
to start the season, Holyoke 
girls volleyball has a string of 
five consecutive wins. Last 
Friday afternoon, the Knights 
got a 3-0 shutout of visiting 
South Hadley. 

The Knights also have 
wins over Sci-Tech and 
Taconic during the past week. 
Holyoke is now 5-1 to start 
the season and next has a 
rematch against Mt. Everett 
on Sept. 27, the only team that 
has defeated them this season.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

Landon Koziara clears the ball 
away.

Ryan Kennedy sends a slant pass 
away.

Bradley Provost looks to trap 
the ball.

Christian Piedra pops the ball up.

Yeseida Mercolino keeps the ball 
in play with a bump.

Aliesh Cotto Torres bumps the ball 
over the net. Turley photos by David Henry 

Nayshaliz Gonzalez reaches out for 
the hit.

Alvin Silva looks to pass.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

M O N S O N  –  L a s t 
Thursday afternoon, Holyoke 
suffered a loss 3-0 at Monson 
High School. 

The defeat dropped the 
Knights to 0-4 for the season 
with just two goal scored in 
those four games.

The Knights continue their 
pursuit for their first win on 
Sept. 26 against SICS at 6 p.m. 
at home.
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an open house at the high school last 
Thursday night.

“I feel like a lot more people came 
to tonight’s game because of the open 
house,” Foley said. “I saw a lot of the 
teachers here. Having the game post-
poned last night worked out in our 
favor.”      

Foley is looking forward to putting 
together the second annual Childhood 
Cancer Awareness night soccer game 
next September. She’ll then pass the 
baton to one of her younger teammates.

“I really want this to become an 
annual event,” she said. “When I grad-
uate from high school, I’ll be handing 

everything off to an upcoming senior on 
the girls soccer team.”

Prior to the start of the contest, the 
members of both teams took a group 
picture together.

“I think this was a great night,” said 
first-year Holyoke head coach Kellen 
Matthews. “Sportsmanship is a very 
important thing to me.” 

Matthews had been the Holyoke 
junior varsity soccer coach for sever-
al years. She was the goalie coach 
last year. Matthews graduated from 
Algonquin Regional High School in 
Northboro and she’s the all-time leader 
in saves for the women’s soccer team at 
Goucher College. 

The Purple Knights (2-0-1) scored 
all three of their goals during the first 

40 minutes.  
“This was our second win in a row 

and our first shutout of the regular sea-
son,” Matthews said. “I’m very proud of 
my players.” 

The Purple Knights finished the 
2022 campaign with a 3-13-2 overall 
record. They equaled their win total 
from a year ago following a 2-0 victory 
against Mahar Regional in their home 
opener last Friday afternoon.

Jun ior  Tryana  Aya la  scored 
Holyoke’s first goal against Ware on a 
rebound shot that went into the net past 
Ware freshman goalie Emily Jones (15 
saves) during the sixth minute.

In the middle of the opening half, 
sophomore Yasani Thompson pushed 
the ball across the goal-line for another 

unassisted goal.
With ten minutes remaining in 

the first half, freshman Kyra Lippman 
scored what turned out to be the Purple 
Knights final goal by putting a shot into 
the right corner of the net. Senior Alivia 
Kaifer was credited with the assist.  

The Lady Indians had three shots 
on goal in the second half from senior 
Mia DiRenzo, senior Emily McGrail, 
and freshman Reese McKeever. All three 
attempts were saved by Holyoke junior 
goalie Jayah Stuckey (5 saves). 

“I’ve been working with Jayah 
during the past couple of years,” 
Matthews said. “She has really stepped it 
up a lot so far this year.”

Holyoke is scheduled to host Ware 
on their new turf field on October 5.

SOCCER, from page 7

WESTFIELD –  Westfield State 
junior forward Delaney Parker (Orange, 
Mass./Mahar HS) notched her 52nd 
career goal to set the Owls’ career goals 
record in a 5-0 win over Massachusetts 
Maritime Academy in a Massachusetts 
State Collegiate Athletic Conference 
women’s soccer match at Alumni Field 
on Saturday afternoon.

Westfield, the defending conference 
champs and picked first in the league’s 
pre-season poll, looked the part as they 
outshot Buccaneers 28-0 in the first 
half, and 37-1 in the match.   The Owls 
improve to 3-3, 1-0 MASCAC.       Mass 
Maritime is now 0-4, and 0-1 in the 
league.

Parker’s record-setter was the Owls 
fifth goal of the first half, as she scored 
on PK after the Owls Ryan Moran was 
taken down from behind while attacking 

the goal in the 42nd minute.
Parker’s shot was just off the left 

side of Buccaneers starting goalkeep-
er Brady Deschamps (Brewster, Mass./
Nauset).

It feels great,” said Parker. “I could 
tell the shots I was taking earlier were 
just me in my head.   I was thinking ‘I 
need to get it’ but I was just off.”

The crowd surged with excitement 
for each Owls scoring chance for Parker, 
but she delivered a couple of shots high 
over the cross bar in the early going.

“Even the PK wasn’t great,” she 
said, throwing up her hands. “But it went 
in, and now it’s over with.”

Westfield made sure the game was 
over by the half.

Tia Tollis (East Longmeadow, 
Mass.) put the Owls on the board in 
the eighth minute with a nice header 

off of a corner kick from Jaida Cochran 
(Middleboro, Mass).     Kiana Maratsuka 
(Mililani, Hawaii) delivered a pair of 
goals, both on feeds from Parker, and 
Kiana Patel (Nairobi, Kenya) talled her 
first collegiate goal with an assist from 
Maratsuka as the Owls got out to the big 
early lead.

The Owls peppered Deschamps 
with 28 total shots as she made 11 
saves in the first half.     Reagan Kerecz 
(Tolland, Conn./Ethel Walker School) 
played between the pipes for the Bucs 
in the second half and came up wth six 
saves to keep the Owls off the board in 
the second frame.

Westfield used 26 players includ-
ing two goalkeepers.     Kayla Santucci 
(Agawam, Mass.) didn’t face a single 
shot in the first half in getting the win, 
and Michaella Monchecchi (Winsdor, 

Mass./Wahconah) came out of the net 
to play a wide shot from Deschamps, 
who played in the field in the second 
half, late in the game on the only seri-
ous incursion into Owls territory for the 
Buccaneers.

Parker now has 52 goals, one more 
than Owls hall of famer Sandy (Pinto) 
Graham ’97.   Parker shares the team 
lead with Maratsuka with five goals each 
this season. Parker led NCAA D3 in 
goals with 31 as a freshman and added 
16 in her sophomore season.

Westfield State was playing its first 
home game of the season after starting 
with four straight on the road.  The Owls 
travels took them from Gorham, Maine 
to Cortland, N.Y. while playing schools 
from Maine, Massachusetts, New York 
and Pennsylvania.   Westfield traversed 
1,114 miles in facing those four foes.

Westfield State University girls get big win
◗  Sports

Jaylene Moquin breaks through the defense 
as she heads downfield. Maria Burgos-Bernier leads the ball past a defender.

T-Birds start season Oct. 14
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 

Thunderbirds, the proud AHL affiliate of 
the St. Louis Blues, today announced their 
slate of promotions and theme nights for 
the 2023-24 season, presented by MGM 
Springfield. The T-Birds will host 36 
home games from October to April inside 
the MassMutual Center.

The Calder Cup quest begins on 
Saturday, Oct. 14 for Opening Night pre-
sented by MGM Springfield. In the team’s 
annual tradition, fans will be treated to a 
pregame Block Party on the property of 
MGM Springfield from 4:00 - 6:00 PM 
presented by Community Bank N.A. with 
the support of the Springfield Business 
Improvement District (BID). The outdoor 
bash will feature live music, food, and 
drink. Thunderbirds fans will have the 
opportunity to get their hands on a pletho-
ra of giveaway souvenir items this season, 
beginning on Opening Night with jer-
sey-shaped rally towels on each and every 
seat at the MassMutual Center.

“On the heels of a record 15 sell-
outs last season, we are continuing to 
aim higher to ensure the Thunderdome 
remains a definitive home-ice advantage 
for our team,” said Thunderbirds President 
Nathan Costa. “Our fans will always 
remain our number one priority, and 
this year’s promotions and theme nights 
reflect that, as there truly is something in 
it for everybody. We cannot wait to get 
another unforgettable season underway.”

Fans interested in attending Opening 
Night can take advantage of a value offer 
with the purchase of a Dunkin’ Opening 
Night Pack, which starts at $100 in the 
Defense Zone, $115 in the Attack Zone 
sections and $130 in the Center Value 
Zone sections. Fans who purchase a pack 
will receive: two (2) tickets to Opening 
Night on Oct. 14; four (4) vouchers 
redeemable at any regular season game in 
2023-24 (subject to availability); one (1) 
T-Birds hat; a Dunkin’ gift card; and one 
(1) Single Day Big E admission*. 

Bonsignore wins at crucial time
RIVERHEAD, N.Y. – Saturday 

night’s NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour 
race at Riverhead Raceway came down 
to the final five laps, with the two cham-
pionship contenders battling it out to the 
finish. 

At the checkered flag, Justin 
Bonsignore scored his 11th career 
Riverhead Raceway victory, tying Mike 
Ewanitkso for the most all-time at the 
New York bullring. The win was also 
his 40th career in NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour competition and fifth of 
the 2023 season. 

Bonsignore is one of just four 
drivers in the history of the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour to win 40 events. 
He is currently just two wins behind 
tying Ted Christopher for third on the 
all-time list.

With the win, Bonsignore took over 
the points lead over Ron Silk with just 
three races remaining in the season. Silk 
finished third on Saturday after the two 
battled down the stretch. 

“Tying Mike Ewanitsko has been 
a goal of mine since I was fortunate 
enough to start winning races here on 
the Whelen Modified Tour,” Bonsignore 
said. “I wish he was here tonight, but 
I’m sure I will get something funny 
in texts later tonight. It was a heavy-
weight fight for sure tonight. This is 
an awesome event that everyone here 
puts together to keep racing going on 
Long Island and honor Ed Partridge. The 
momentum has been on our side lately 
- onto North Wilkesboro in two weeks.”

The next event on the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour schedule is set 
for Saturday, Sept. 30, as the series 
heads to North Wilkesboro Speedway, 
one of the most historic tracks in 
NASCAR history. For more informa-
tion on three-time NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour champion Justin 
Bonsignore, visit JustinBonsignore.com 
and follow his Athlete page on Facebook 
for the latest news and updates from the 
track.

Kyra Lippman dribbles down field.
Turley photos by Jack Cascio NEAP.smugmug.com
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

 Public Notices ◗

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

The City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040

(413) 322-5650
Invitation to Bid

# 2024 – 10C
Anniversary Hill Park Trail 

& Utility Corridor
MassDOT prequalifica-

tion of contractors with the 
class of work as, HIGHWAY 
C O N S T RU C T I O N  o r 
HIGHWAY -BIKE PATHS, 
for the project with an esti-
mated Total Project Value of 
$900,000.00 will be required. 
Project consists of erection & 
maintenance of sedimenta-
tion, erosion controls, demo-
lition, site prep, tree removal, 
hazard pruning, earthwork, 
drainage improvements, stone 
dust trail, cobblestone curb, 
installation of owner fur-
nished benches and kiosk, 
installation/burial of electri-
cal conduit and handholes, 
bituminous concrete paving 
and landscaping. Documents 
can be requested electronical-
ly from morrowj@holyoke.
org or in person at no charge 
from the purchasing office. 
Documents will be available 
starting 9/20/23 at 10 A.M. 
General Bid Deadline is 
10/10/23 at 2P.M. where bids 
will be opened publicly and 
read. **Part of this project is 
funded or may be funded with 
Federal Funds. Respondents 
will have to comply with all 
Federal Requirements includ-
ing part 200. A site visit will 
be held on 9/26/23. No elec-
tronic submissions will be 
accepted; the city reserves the 
right to reject any and all bids. 
09/22/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
October 10, 2023 at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836 
3939 8493; Call in *67 646 
558 8656 to hear, a Special 
Permit (Sec 4.6.3.2) to exceed 
fence height, submitted by 
Euphorium, LLC (2023-17) 
for the property located at 15 
Main St (Parcel 033-06-02-
002).

APPLICANT: 
EUPHORIUM, LLC

PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch

09/22, 09/29/2023

City of Holyoke 
Notice of Public Hearing

The Holyoke License 
B o a r d  w i l l  b e  h o l d -
ing a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, October 4, 
2023, at 5:15 pm. You can 
join via Zoom.com; ID 
89297664991; CALL IN: *67 
646 558 8656 or in person at 
City Hall Annex 20 Korean 
Veterans Plaza Room 403, 
regarding the application for 
a Transfer of an All Annual 

All Alcohol Liquor License 
(On-  Premise s )  f rom 
LaJustice Lounge Inc. DBA 
Rosario Bar & Grill, at 497-
499 Hight Street. to Mambo 
Café, LLC DBA Mambo, 
pursuant to M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant: 
Mambo Café, LLC

License Board: 
Anthony Luciano, Chairman

09/22, 09/29/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. HD23P1876GD

In the matter of: 
Robert Morsen

aka Robert Joseph Morsen 
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Anthony S Morsen 
of Holyoke, MA  in the 
above captioned matter alleg-
ing that Robert Morsen is 
in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that Anthony S 
Morsen of Holyoke, MA (or 
some other suitable person) 
be appointed as Guardian to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
object to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
10/11/2023. 

This day is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline date 
by which you have to file the 
written appearance if you 
object to the petition. If you 
fail to file the written appear-
ance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this 
matter without further notice 
to you. In addition to filing 
the written appearance, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the 
specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 

above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: September 06, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/22/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1900EA
Estate of:

Joel D Provencal
Date of Death: 05/16/2018 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment has 
been filed by Amelia M 
Jayne of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Amelia M Jayne of 
Holyoke, MA  be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve without 
surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/10/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 

re quired to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 12, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/22/2023

City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street #3

Holyoke, MA 01040-5078
(413)-322-5650

 RFP 2024-12 Request for 
Qualifications for Material 

Testing and Inspections
The City of Holyoke 

i s  s e e k i n g  p r o p o s a l s 
fo r  Qua l i f i ca t ions  fo r 
Cons t ruc t ion  Mater ia l s 
Test ing and Inspect ion 
Services necessary to ensure 
the quality of the Peck 
Middle School Building 
Project. Services to include, 
Engineering, inspection ser-
vices, materials testing and 
surveying. Documents are 
available starting 9/25/23 at 
10AM and will be accepted 
until 10/10/23 1PM .

Ful l  documents  and 
submittal instructions can 
be requested from petros.
davos@anseradvisory.com 
electronically. Or in person 
from the City of Holyoke 
Purchasing Office.

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject any 
and/or all submissions.
09/22/2023

The City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing

536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

Request for Qualifications 
RFQ 2024-13DPW Sewer 

Enterprise Fund Consultant
The city of Holyoke is seek-
ing qualifications from 
qualified consultants or 
firms to provide profession-
al consulting  services for a 
Comprehensive Analysis 
of Holyoke’s FY24 Sewer 
Enterprise Fund. Estimated 
value of this project is 
$100,000.00. Documents 
will be available on 9/20/23 
@10AM e lec t ron ica l ly 
from morrowj@holyoke.
org or in person at no cost 
from the Purchasing Office. 
Submittals are due by 
10/17/23 at 2 P.M., where 
they will be opened publicly 
and recorded.  No Electronic 
Submissions will be allowed. 
The city reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids. 
09/22/2023

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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CLIP OUT AND MAIL TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Holiday” in the subject line of your email.

Send Us YourSend Us Your
Holiday EventHoliday Event
InformationInformation

Turley Publications 
will print 

your holiday 
calendar listings
FREE OF CHARGE 

in our 
Holiday Dazzler 

Supplement which 
publishes Nov. 15th.

Deadline for submissions isDeadline for submissions is
October 16thOctober 16th

Community 
Holiday Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

age rate payer is and its due to the fact 
that we have so many multifamily units 
that get one bill,” Monahan said. 

With one bill going out to three 
households it skews the rate high, so they 
hope to look further into that. 

They also hope to look into what 
kind of rate system they should project. 
Currently, almost everyone has a flat rate 
and they would like to investigate other 
options. 

This portion of the study would 
include looking into bringing back a min-
imum fee, seeing what would happen if 
they increased rates for those who use 
more and seeing what the rate would look 
like if they took out storm water or con-
sider what a stormwater fee may be once 

they consider what those costs are. 
“It pulls out of it and makes it more 

fair, the allocation of costs,” Monahan 
said. 

Monahan said there had also been 
discussion of working with the army corp 
to abandon some of the flood control sys-
tems as several of the areas they were ini-
tially protecting are no longer there. 

Furthermore, this study would pro-
vide opportunities for public comment. 
The community would be able to gain a 
better understanding of what their money 
is going to and they would have opportu-
nities to provide feedback.

“It’s an opportunity for the public to 
understand what their dollars are being 
spent on and for us to get some feedback 
from them on how they think these ser-
vices should be paid for,” Monahan said. 

This investigation would lead to a 
new proposed sewer rate for fiscal 2025. 
Removing unnecessary expenses from 
the sewer enterprise fund would help to 
potentially lower the rate. 

“Ultimately it would end up in fis-
cal 2025 with a new proposed sewer 
rate based on this detailed investigation 
into the cost and the operations associ-
ated with the wastewater and enterprise 
account,” Monahan said. 

Monahan strongly encouraged the 
committee to accept this transfer as, ide-
ally, while the funding will cost the city 
now, it will only generate them back 
funds in the long run. 

“This is not just a wastewater treat-
ment plant, this is an opportunity to gen-
erate revenue, this is an opportunity to 
generate green power, this is an opportu-

nity to produce a product, so costs asso-
ciated with that, we are hoping, are going 
to be more than offset by what these 
operations can generate,” Monahan said. 

DPW Director Carl Rossi agreed. 
“Even though it’s $100,000, it’s a 

worthwhile investment into the future,” 
he said. 

The committee came to the same 
conclusion. The five members present, 
City Councilors Juan Anderson-Burgos, 
Kevin Jourdain, Joseph McGiverin, Will 
Puello and Peter Tallman, all voted to 
approve this transfer of funds and recom-
mend it to the city council. 

“I’m on board, I’m a yes for this 
$100,000, I think you need this to do 
what you need to do,” Jourdain said. 

The transfer will next move to the 
full city council for approval.

BSA for youth ages 11 through 17, 
Venturing ages 14 through 20, Sea Scouts 
ages 14 through 20 and Exploring ages 
10 through 20.

The Exploring program in particular 
is a higher learning program that offers a 
variety of hands-on experience in differ-
ent career paths. 

“Pretty much any career in your life 
can be done as an Exploring program,” 
Heather MacInnes from Western Mass 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
said. 

Current career opportunities include 
aviation, firefighting, communication, 
entrepreneurship and more. 

“We’re looking to open up various 
other fields throughout the community to 
help empower the youth and help them 
achieve their career goals,” MacInnes 
said.  

Cub Scouts is a great starting pro-
gram for families interested. It is a fam-
ily-oriented after school program that 
welcomes the children and their families.

“We encourage the whole family to 
become part of the program,” Sosa said. 
“We want the parents to participate, to go 
camping, to go hiking, to do any outdoor 
activity with the kids.”

Sosa and MacInnes hope to get 
one unit up and running in the next few 
months. 

All they need to begin a unit is five 
adults and five children. 

Additionally, there are monthly out-
door activities that go from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. on weekends. They offer different 
stations and activities throughout the day, 
so those interested do not have to stay for 
the full six hours. 

These programs are open to every-
one in the community, even if they aren’t 
a part of the scouts. All you need to do is 
go to the Boy Scouts website and regis-
ter.  

“You can go as a family or by your-
self, they have activities for all ages,” 
Sosa said. “They have some activities for 
the family to do together and some for 
specific ages.”

To find more information about 

these programs go to https://www.scout-
ing.org/programs/ or https://www.wmas-
couting.org/. 

The scouts are trying to come back 
to Holyoke in order to provide the youth 
in the area opportunities to develop their 
leadership, outdoor and communication 
skills, amongst many others. 

“They’re learning skills, they’re 
learning to be part of the community, 
they learn leadership and they get to do 
community service,” Sosa said. 

“Between the Cub Scouts and with 
this Exploring program, we can help the 
children to overcome all their obstacles,” 
MacInnes said. “It shows that you can 
overcome anything that you set your 
mind to.”

Furthermore, joining these programs 
can allow youth the opportunity to build 
friendships that could last a lifetime, as 
stated by MacInnes. 

“My children have been in it [Boy 
Scouts] since their second grade and 
they’re now 18 and 16 years old and they 
have friends that they’ve been friends 
with since the second grade,” she said. 

“They hang out with them all the time 
and those are their best friends.”

Sosa also wanted to emphasize that 
any child was welcome to join. 

“So many times, parents are nervous 
to sign their kids up if they have a dis-
ability, but don’t be afraid,” she said. “I 
can speak from my own experience; I 
have a kid on the Autism spectrum and 
he went from not wanting to do any-
thing outside to last summer being able 
to camp the whole week.”

Sosa and MacInnes also know that 
the community looks forward to see-
ing the scouts return and they will be 
working hard in the upcoming months to 
ensure that happens. 

In the future they hope to hold a 
community event in the library to give 
everyone an opportunity to learn more 
about the scouts. They have yet to con-
firm a date for this event. 

To anyone interested in the program, 
they encourage them to come and learn 
more about it.

“We always welcome anyone,” Sosa 
said. 

SEWER, from page 1

BOY SCOUTS, from page 1
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

TAG SALE
DOWNSIZING SALE 11 Laurel 
Lane, Wilbraham. 8 – 5 Saturday, 
9/23 and Sunday 9/24

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic, license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

CARPET & UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING. Professional, courteous 
service,  all calls returned. Free esti-
mates. Under new ownership. Call New 
England Carpet & Upholstery, Eddie 
(413) 240-4266

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA.
Call 978 257 8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-
5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exterior 
jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! Profes-
sional and reliable. No job too small. 
Servicing the Wilbraham area.
Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090
 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
TEACHER Federated Community 
Church of Hampden, MA is seeking 
to hire an enthusiastic, collaborative, 
Spiritual leader. Primary responsibili-
ties are to lead and implement Sunday 
School faith formation program for 
children. Qualifications: Understand-
ing beliefs & traditions in Christianity, 
a warm, welcoming personality and a 
love for working with children & youth. 
Communication & computer skills are 
a must. Approximately 5-8 hours per 
week. Pay rate is $22.00 per hour. 
For more information, please call the 
church at 413-566-3711 or email at 
hampdenfederated@gmail.com

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEK-
DAYS SUFFIELD, CT (860)874-
8077

LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS 
AND TEACHERS  AT THE DAY-
CARE IN HAMPDEN MA. SEND YOUR 
RESUMES TO mymagicworld19@
gmail.com

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

JUNK REMOVAL SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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COEDUCATIONAL • BOARDING & DAY
COLLEGE PREPARATORY • GRADES 6 - 12, PG

Wilbraham & Monson Academy

Sunday, October 1, 10 a.m.
OPEN HOUSE

Tour the campus and learn more about our programs and
community. Meet faculty, coaches, parents and students.

RSVP: www.wma.us/openhouse

Sabourin not only received a third-place prize for 
her own piece, Sprinkling Hope and Happiness Over 
Holyoke, but was also the teacher to get the 27 Blessed 
Sacrament School students to submit their work in the 
contest. 

She was glad she was able to get so many of her stu-
dents interested in the contest.

“I just thought this was another way of highlighting 
the students’ talents, helping them to see what they’re 
capable of, and I think competition is healthy…and it’s 
helping them to see that they can express themselves this 
way,” Sabourin said. 

Sabourin’s piece represented the history of Holyoke 
as well as her hopes for a bright future ahead. She 
included clippings of paper to represent some of her 
favorite places around Holyoke and to honor the different 
immigrant groups who contributed to making Holyoke, 
Holyoke. 

“Because I grew up in Holyoke, it’s sentimental to 
me, personally,” Sabourin said. “Living in the Highlands 
and thinking about all the places that were special to me 
there, as well as Mountain Park and Nick’s Nest, which 
were always special. All the wonderful places and the 
wonderful history.”

Sabourin was far from the only artist to put so much 
thought into her piece. Tom Kas, who received first-place 
for his 3D art piece My City, explained that each aspect 
of his woodwork had been made to honor the history of 
Holyoke. 

From the use of white pine–a wood commonly used 
to make pulp for paper–to the font on the piece–which 
was a favored font in the time period when Holyoke was 
founded–Kas ensured that his piece truly represented 
Holyoke’s past. 

“Holyoke had over thirty mills, most of them were 
paper mills…and the wood I used is white pine, which 
was used for making pulp to make the paper,” Kas said. 

Mary E. Johnson also looked to the past in her short 
story Golden Age, which won first place. However, she 
also wanted to ensure that people knew she felt a bright 
future was possible for Holyoke. 

“I hear a lot of people say that they feel like the 
good times are done, and I always think to myself I don’t 
believe that,” Johnson said. “So I felt like the best way to 
address that was through some type of storytelling, one 
that shows that the old Golden Age was not some type 
of perfection and that the new one doesn’t have to be, 
either.”

All of the art work will be up at the visitors’ center 
through the end of October for members of the public to 
come see and enjoy. 

WINNERS, from page 1

The meet and greet attendees eagerly gather to hear the 
announcement of the winners by Holyoke Preservation Trust 
Co-Presidents Olivia Mausel and Jean Jonker.

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Sophia King receives her 
second-place prize. 

Tom Kass’s piece “My City” received first place in the adult 3D art 
category. 

Sophia King was delighted to receive a second-place award 
for her piece The Holyoke Masterpiece. 

Ben Pasquini accepts his 
third-place award. 

Mirabelle Hines eagerly 
received her first-place 
a wa r d  f r o m  H o l y o k e 
P r e s e r v a t i o n  T r u s t 
Co-President Jean Jonker.

Mary E.  Johnson was 
touched to receive her 
award and hear about how 
much the community had 
enjoyed her short story. 

Youth Artist Will Dowling and Artist Harold Dumas got a 
chance to meet, and Dowling showed Dumas his own 
submission to the art contest. 

Ben Pasquini from Blessed Sacrament School 
received a third-place award in the grades k-5 
painting category for his untitled piece. 


