
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Children 
in the community had the 
opportunity to get comfort-
able at a pajama party hosted 
by Holyoke Public Library on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5.

Kids got to dress in their 
pajamas, eat pizza, do crafts 
and listen to a story read by 
Childrens’ Librarian Rene 
Pellisier. 

Each child in attendance 
also got to take some free 
books home as prizes for win-
ning different categories such 
as: most creative in crafts, 
most sleepy, most awake and 
cutest stuffed animal. 

The books were donations 
from around the community, 
which Pellisier was thankful 
for. 

“We have a lot of free 
books that have been donated 
either by donors or people who 
have stopped reading them and 
donated them to the library to 
be part of our collection,” she 
explained. “All of them we 
either already have in our col-
lection or don’t feel the need 
to have so we wanted to spread 
them to the community.”

Throughout the evening 
the children had a chance 

to try out a variety of crafts 
including: creating their own 
sleep mask, building lego 
superheroes and coloring. 

After completing their 
crafts, they all listened to the 
story The Midnight Library 
by Kazuno Kohara, which was 
read to them by Childrens’ 
Librarian Rene Pellisier. 

The goal behind this eve-
ning was to let the community 
know that the library was back 
open for evening hours. It will 
now be open until 8:30, rather 
than closing at 6. 

“I thought a great way to 
show the difference between 

closing at 6 and at 8:30 was to, 
at 6, have people come in their 
pajamas and sort of do what 
we would do in a sleepover,” 
Pellisier said. 

This event was one of 
the first of many planned for 
children to enjoy throughout 
the month of September. The 
library will be hosting weekly 
craft hours on Wednesdays at 
4 p.m. as well as weekly game 

nights on Thursdays at 6 p.m. 
“We have board games 

and card games and all those 
things up in the children’s 
room,” Pellisier said. “We 
have different families and 
their children come togeth-
er and play different board 
games.”

The board game nights are 

Ja’kiah Cruz, Kavannah Cruz, Jorge Diaz and Micah Jones enjoy the pizza 
and the crafts at the pajama party.

Debate on sewer 
rate increase tabled

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – During 
the city council meeting on 
Tuesday, Sept. 5 discussion 
regarding the proposed raise in 
the sewer rate.

Councilor Linda Vacon 
objected to discussion of this 
item when it was opened, given 
that the legal form had only 
been given to them a few hours 
before the meeting started.

  The council has a rule 
that any legal form given to 
the council has to be given 48 
hours in advance and, if it isn’t, 
and any councilor objects to 
opening that discussion then it 
has to be tabled until the next 
meeting. 

“All of the councilors, now 
having been aware of what the 
proposed rate is, will have the 
opportunity to go back and 
listen to the debate and then 
come in and be able to make 
an  informed vote,” Vacon said. 
“I do think we need to follow 
our own rules…we made them 

for a reason, this is a serious 
matter, it is going to have a big 
impact on the ratepayers and 
the taxpayers.”

Jourdain agreed with this 
objection, stating that they 
should follow the rules they 
had laid down. 

“We have rules and we are 
makers of laws and makers of 
history....we have a rule that 
if legal form is not provided 
48 hours prior to the meet-
ing, upon objection from any 
members of the city council the 
matter will be tabled until the 
next meeting,” Jourdain said. 

Other councilors dis-
agreed. While they agreed that 
following the rules they had set 
in the past was important, they 
felt this particular rule applied 
more for when a new issue was 
brought forth and the form sub-
mitted was several pages long. 
The debate on the sewer rates 
was not new to the councilors.

“We are literally pro-
crastinating something that 
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The city 
council voted unanimous-
ly to approve bonding $10.5 
million for the River Terrace 
Sewer Separation Project at 
their meeting on Sept. 5. 

This decision was rec-
ommended by the Finance 
Committee,  according to 
Councilor Joseph McGiverin.

The bonding itself would 
not be needed for another 
few years and, according to 
McGiverin, there will be some 
bridge gap bonding prior to 
that. 

The reason the vote for 
the bonding occurred before 
the necessity of the actual 
bonds was to ensure that the 
city would have the funding 
it needs to finish the River 

City Council
approves 
$10.5M 
for project

See PROJECT, page 9

Marian Rivera and Dylan Lopez design their own sleep masks. 
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
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◗  In The News

HCC fall session II classes start Sept. 25
HOLYOKE – Prospective students 

have two more chances to sign up for 
classes at Holyoke Community College 
for the fall 2023 semester. 

Fall session II classes begin 
Monday, Sept. 25, and run for 12 
weeks.

Fall session III classes begin 
Monday, Oct. 30, and run for seven 
weeks.

Full fall semester classes at HCC 
(14 weeks) began Tues., Sept. 5. All 
fall semester classes conclude by Dec. 
21.

Students who enroll for HCC’s 
flexible fall start dates have the oppor-
tunity to take a variety of courses both 
on campus and online in anthropolo-

gy, biology, business administration, 
communication, culinary arts, eco-
nomics, English, English as a Second 
Language, geography, human services, 
Latinx Studies, law, management, mar-
keting, math, nutrition, music, psychol-
ogy, sociology, Spanish, and veterinary 
and animal science.

The  HCC Admiss ions  and 
Advising offices are located on the first 
floor of the HCC Campus Center and 
are open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m. (4:30 p.m. on 
Fridays).

For more information, please con-
tact HCC Admissions at 413-552-2321 
/ admissions@hcc.edu or visit online at 
hcc.edu.

HCC announces 
Dean’s List

HOLYOKE – Each semester 
Holyoke Community College recog-
nizes superior scholarship through the 
dean’s list. These students are from the 
Holyoke area. 

Alvin Rey Torres Carabuena, Julia 
Cloutier, Emma Rose Huse, Vanessa 
L. Kane, Kafutshi Francoise Kayamba, 
Cathryne Mary Kennedy-Cruz, Joanna 
M. Lima, Kiara Sofia Lopez, Khamauri 
Maitland, Grisel Monserrate, Sabrina 
Roman-Hernandez,  Melissa  Ann 
Sepulveda, Marcus J. Simon, Kara 
Elizabeth Torres, Aidan Clarence 
Whitley.

Girl Scouts to welcome hundreds of girls 
to Ninth Annual ‘Geek Is Glam’ event

HOLYOKE – Hundreds of middle 
school girls and dozens of high school 
girls will convene at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute Saturday, Oct. 14, to celebrate 
science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics at the Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts Geek Is Glam 
STEM Event and it’s not too late to par-
ticipate.

The day-long interactive STEM con-
ference for girls in grades 4 through 12 
is hosted by Girl Scouts of Central and 
Western Massachusetts and WPI with over 
60 area education and adventure collabora-
tors. Participants will be exposed to some 
of the area’s top scientific and engineer-

ing minds as they engage in the hands-on 
aspect of exploration and discovery while 
they build, explore, assemble and imagine.
The day kicks off at 9 a.m. with Keynote 
speakers Daisha Ramos-Ortiz, WPI fresh-
man and five-time Geek Is Glam partici-
pant and Ms. Massachusetts 2023 Chelsea 
Vuong.

Participants will spend the day in 
interactive workshops, demonstrations, and 
hands-on exhibits presented by: Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine at Tufts 
University, The Discovery Museums, 
New England Sci-Tech, UMass Amherst 
Polymer Science and Engineering, WCVB 
Channel 5 Boston, Sub Zero Nitrogen Ice 

Cream, and New England Botanic Garden 
at Tower Hill. From Mystic Aquarium to 
morse code, from rainbows to robots, girls 
will be engaged in interactive activities, 
games and displays.

For more information and to regis-
ter go to https://www.gscwm.org/en/dis-
cover/activities/special-events.html or 
call 413-584-2602. The fee is $45 per girl 
in grades 4-8 and $50 per girl in grades 
9-12 and includes lunch, snacks, a Geek is 
Glam t-shirt, drawstring backpack, and an 
exclusive Geek is Glam patch. Financial 
assistance is available. No previous Girl 
Scout experience necessary to attend. 
Registration closes Sept. 18.

Presented by Emily Uguccioni, CDP 
Wednesday, September 20th • 10:00 AM  

Join Day Brook Village for an engaging, interactive workshop to help keep 
your brain sharp. Emily Uguccioni, Certified Dementia Practitioner, will share 
her expertise and lead attendees in several activities to help you think 
outside the box. Brain-healthy refreshments will be served! Tours of Day 
Brook Village will be offered following this event. 

298 Jarvis Avenue 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
413-561-7958 

www.daybrookvillage.org501(c)(3) 

INDEPENDENT LIVING •  ASSISTANCE IN LIVING •  SKILLED NURSING

JOIN US FOR A HANDS-ON WORKSHOP  

Abstract Thinking & Keeping Your Brain Sharp

An RSVP is required to attend this event.  
Please call 413-561-7958 to secure your seat, visit  

RSVPDayBrookVillage.org or scan the QR code.

YPS hosts 
monthly events 
for members

H O LYO K E  –  T h e  Yo u n g 
Professional Society of Greater 
Springfield has announced their 
upcoming events. Springfield YPS 
aims to elevate the level of each mem-
bers’ craft by enriching their experi-
ence through programs and network-
ing events.

Springfield YPS continues to 
concentrate their efforts on busi-
ness & career development, net-
working, social & cultural involve-
ment, and community activism. 
To learn more about Springfield 
YPS and its programming, visit 
https://www.springfieldyps.com/.
Upcoming events include; Leadership 
Luncheon: Understanding Bias and 
Racial Equality to Help Elevate 
Consciousness for Inclusion with 
Waleska Lugo-DeJesus on Tuesday, 
Sept. 12, at noon located at the 98 
Lower Westfield Road.Third Thursday 
morning Coffee Hour with Chris 
Marion Photography on Thursday, 
Sept. 21, from 9 a.m.to 10 a.m. locat-
ed at 270 Albany Street, Springfield.

Great Golf Escape on Monday, 
Oct. 16 at 10 a.m. located at the 
Country Club of Wilbraham, 859 
Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham.

The Holyoke Sun 
is available online at 

www.sun.turley.com
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NAMI-WM announces new 
Mindful Mondays Yoga class

HOLYOKE – The Nat ional 
Alliance on Mental Illness of Western 
Massachusetts would like to announce 
Mindfulness Mondays Yoga with Kateri. 
This class is designed as a gentle, ther-
apeutic yoga class with beginners in 
mind. It is easy-paced, helps reduce 
stress and anxiety, and aids in the man-
agement of mental health symptoms.

Kateri is a certified yoga instructor 

and is a member of our board of direc-
tors. The classes will begin in September 
and will be held on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month starting 
from 5 to 6 p.m. 

They will take place at the same 
location as NAMI-WM at 1221 Main 
Street, in the Catherine Horan Medical 
Building. Classes are by donation and 
partial proceeds will go to NAMI-WM.

James 
Cook

vtgunbroker.com

GUNS
WANTED

802-558-9363

GUNS
WANTED

“I come to you” & “buy your guns” right on the spot
I buy all types of firearms and firearm related items

• Pistols • Rifles • Shotguns • Revolvers •
Any age or condition

Fully Licensed to engage in the gun trade

VERMONT GUNBROKER
Licensed Gun Dealer in All New England States

802-558-9363

Wistariahurst Museum announces Halloween events
H O LYO K E  –  Wi s t a r i a h u r s t 

is an educational and cultural cen-
ter owned and operated by Holyoke 
and supported by The Wistariahurst 
Foundation. Wistariahurst is hosting 
several Halloween events including;

Cemetery tours at 
Forestdale Cemetery
Oct. 14  tours start at 

3, 3:20, 3:40, and 4 p.m.
Embark on a captivating jour-

ney with Wistariahurst as volunteers 
embody the souls of Holyoke’s ances-
tors, guiding people along the wind-
ing pathways of Forestdale Cemetery. 
Amidst the solemn beauty of this 
res t ing  ground,  par t ic ipants  can 
immerse themselves in the captivat-
ing tales of those departed, who once 
infused life into the heart of the city.

Darkened Hallway tours
Oct. 18, 19, 25, and 26, 

tours are at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Participants can step into the 

unknown as they wander through the 
shadowy corridors and rooms of the 

Wistariahurst Mansion by the flickering 
light of candles. Immerse yourself in an 
evening of spine-tingling discovery, feel-
ing the lingering energy of past inhab-
itants and workers that once occupied 
these haunted halls. Uncover the capti-

vating history of the Skinner family and 
the mansion’s journey to Holyoke. Learn 
how silk, wisteria and antique musical 
instruments wove their enchantment into 
the very fabric of this historic building. 
Listen to chilling tales of the mansion’s 
history, guaranteed to send shivers down 
your spine.

Spirits speak
Oct. 27 begins at 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
As Halloween draws near and the 

ethereal veil thins, prepare to delve into the 
eerie mysteries of Wistariahurst Museum 
alongside the Spirit Sisters. Join in a 
spine-tingling night of paranormal explo-
ration where participants will step into the 
world of ghost hunting, uncover the secrets 
of essential equipment and shiver in antic-
ipation that perhaps those who never left 
Wistariahurst may still be heard.

NAMI family education 
program starting Sept. 19

H O LY O K E  –  N a t i o n a l 
Alliance on Mental Illness Western 
Massachusetts is offering NAMI 
Family-to-Family Education Program 
in person, starting Tuesday, Sept. 19, 
from 6 to 8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI Family-to-
Family Education Program?

NAMI Family-to-Family is a 
free, 9-session educational program 
for family, significant others, and 
friends of people with mental health 
conditions. It is a designated evi-
denced-based program. This means 
that research shows that the program 
significantly improves the coping and 
problem-solving abilities of the peo-
ple closest to a person with a mental 
health condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family is taught 
by NAMI-trained family members 

who have been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and interactive 
exercises.

NAMI is the nation’s largest 
grassroots mental health organization 
dedicated to building better lives for 
the millions of Americans affected 
by mental health conditions. NAMI 
Western Massachusetts is an affili-
ate of NAMI Mass. NAMI Western 
Massachusetts and it’s dedicated vol-
unteers, members, and leaders work 
tirelessly to raise awareness and pro-
vide essential education, advocacy, 
and support programs for people in 
our community living with mental 
health conditions and their loved ones.

Pre-registration is required. For 
more information contact: Susan 
Sharbaugh at suesharbaugh@gmail.
com or visit: namiwm.org/support.

HCC offers free line cook training
H O LYO K E  –  T h e  H o l y o ke 

Community College is offering  free 
training classes in line cook skills 
offered through the Office of Workforce 
Development office. The free line cook 
training starts in September and is for 
anyone interested in developing new 
skills. 

Classes will be held in person at the 
HCC MGM Culinary Arts Institute, 164 
Race St. For more information about 
the programs, please visit hcc.edu. Class 
times are as following:

Line Cook a.m. Training
Sept. 18 to Oct. 20, 2023

Monday is from 9 a.m. to Noon
Tuesday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.

Line Cook p.m. Training
Sept. 18 to Nov. 9, 2023

Monday to Thursday, 5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Line Cook AM Training
Oct. 30 to Dec. 8, 2023

Monday is from 9 a.m. to Noon
Tues to Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Food and clothing drive drop off location 
at The Polish National Credit Union

HOLYOKE – The Hibernians of 
Hampden/Hampshire Counties and The 
Polish National Credit Union together 
are once again sponsoring a food drive 
and clothing drive to benefit Providence 
Ministries. The drive will begin in 
September and will continue until Dec. 1.

Jennie Adamczyk, executive director 
of Providence Ministries has a mantra 
“If we don’t who will?” Kate’s Kitchen 
serves one hot meal a day, 365 days a 
year and often feeds up to 240 people on 
a given day. The mission of Providence 
Ministries “Nourishing hope, and rebuild-
ing lives through our life changing pro-
grams.”

Drop-off location for the food and 
clothing drive: Polish National Credit 
Union Insurance Services, 270 Westfield 
Road.

Please consider donating non-perish-
able items like: Ramen Noodles, Canned 
Goods, Pasta, Cereal, Dried Beans, 
Dried Fruit, Soup, Spam, Brownies, and 
Cookie Mixes, Desserts, Stuffing, Instant 
Potatoes, Peanut Butter, etc.

Please consider donating gently used 
items: Sleeping bags, towels, blankets, 
children’s clothes, Men and Women’s 
Clothes,  shoes, comforters, sheets, cur-
tains, pots, and pans, small household 
items etc..

Make a donation and be entered to 
win a raffle basket and/or $100.00.

Please help those who are experienc-
ing food insecurity and assist Providence 
Ministries as they continue to transform 
lives. Stop in the Polish National Credit 
Union in Holyoke and make a donation 
today to Providence Ministries.

Boucher completes research project
WORCESTER – Holyoke resident 

Cameron Boucher, a member of the 
class of 2025 majoring in Aerospace 
Engineering at Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute, was a member of a student 
team that recently completed an intense 
research project titled Visitor Mobility 
at Acadia National Park.

At WPI, all undergraduates are 
required to complete a research-driven, 
professional-level project that applies 
science and technology that address-
es an important societal need or issue. 
About two-thirds of students com-
plete a project at one of the universi-
ty’s 50-plus off-campus project centers, 
which are located around the world. 

A signature element of the innova-
tive undergraduate experience at WPI, 
the project-based curriculum offers 
students the opportunity to apply their 
scientific and technical knowledge to 
develop thoughtful solutions to real 

problems that affect the quality of peo-
ple’s lives-and make a difference before 
they graduate.

“The WPI project-based curricu-
lum’s focus on global studies brings 
students out of the classroom and their 
comfort zones and into the global com-
munity to apply their knowledge and to 
solve problems,” said Professor Kent 
Rissmiller, professor of Integrative 
and Global Studies and associate dean 
of The Global School. “Students are 
immersed in all aspects of a different 
culture, from the way people live and 
work to the values they hold to the 
foods they eat, all valuable perspectives 
for surviving and thriving in today’s 
global marketplace. They also learn the 
meaning and magic of teamwork; make 
a real and meaningful difference in 
their host community; and gain a com-
petitive edge for any resume, or gradu-
ate or professional school application.”
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A Quote
OF NOTE

Guest Column

Guest Column

Why Is my age 70 
benefit not higher than 
my January amount?

Dear Rusty
I plan to retire in 2025, the year I turn 

70. Given that I’m still working, I’m delaying 
my Social Security until that year. I noticed 
on my Social Security statement that my pay-
ment in January of 2025 will not be much 
different than my age 70 amount in October 
of 2025.

 If that is truly the case, would it not be 
better for me to start taking Social Security 
payments starting in January of 2025. Am I 
missing anything here? 

Signed: Uncertain Senior

Dear Uncertain Senior 
Your benefit in October 2025 at age 

70 will be about 6% more than it will be 
in January 2025. If that isn’t shown on 
your Statement of Estimated Benefits, 
it may be due to a particular nuance in 
Social Security’s rules relating to Delayed 
Retirement Credits. 

When benefits are claimed mid-year 
after full retirement age, the DRCs earned 
in that year aren’t applied until the following 
January. Thus, someone who claims benefits 
to start mid-year will initially get the DRCs 
they’ve earned through the end of the previ-
ous year, but not immediately get credit for 
the additional DRCs earned during the claim-
year. Those extra DRCs earned between 
January and the month benefits started will 
be applied the following January. 

By way of example, if someone beyond 
FRA claims benefits to start in October 2024, 
their initial SS retirement benefit will be what 
they were entitled to at the end of 2023 and 
would not include DRCs earned between 
January 2024 and September 2024. They 
will collect that initial January 2024 benefit 
until January 2025 when the DRCs earned in 
2024 are applied, at which point their benefit 
would increase by 6%. 

There is, however, one exception to this 
rule, which is that all DRCs are immediately 
credited when benefits are claimed to start in 
the month age 70 is reached, so despite what 
your Statement of Estimated Benefits might 
reflect, if you claim for benefits to start in the 
month you turn 70 (October 2025) you will 
get your maximum age 70 benefit immediate-
ly and won’t need to wait until January 2026 
for those extra DRCs to be applied. 

Unfortunately, Social Security’s benefit 
estimator doesn’t explain how this nuance 
works and may show someone claiming mid-
year receiving the same benefit as for the pre-
ceding January, without further explanation. 

That is, in my opinion, a flaw in the esti-
mator which may result in people making a 
wrong decision on when to claim their Social 
Security benefit. Nevertheless, rest assured 
that your benefit in October 2025, the month 
you turn 70,  will be your maximum amount - 
6% more than it would be if you claimed ben-
efits to start in January 2025 and you won’t 
need to wait until the following January to get 
the DRCs earned earlier in 2025. 

The Associat ion Mature Cit izens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliat-
ed with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental 
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal or 
financial guidance. It presents the opinions 
and interpretations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained and 
accredited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit amac-
foundation.org/programs/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi-
sor for AMAC. 

Overwintering your favorite herbs

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibelli

thesun@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SunSunthethe
HOLYOKE

The Holyoke Sun is published every 
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@ The Holyoke Sun

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM

 “Life isn’t 
about finding 

yourself. 
Life is 

about creating 
yourself.” 

George Bernard 

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

It’s getting to be “that time,” where we 
must concede that summer is winding 
down.  What comes next?  Frost and then 

a season of rest!  
But there is much to do before then, 

especially if you have herbs that you’d like 
to dig up and overwinter inside.  

At Old Sturbridge Village we dig up 
Rosemary, Bay, Lemon Verbena and many 
more tender plants. At home I am getting my 
own collection of plants that I too must dig 
up if I want to save my investment.  

Over time, I have ended up with some 
very good sized specimens. Overwintering 
these biggies can prove to be challenging 
space-wise, but they make such a statement 
in the garden I look forward to the hassle 
of digging them up and keeping them alive 
during the offseason.  

Before the interpreters dig up the plants, 
I always ask that they give the plants a good 
bath to cut down on the number of insects 

that will be brought into the greenhouse. For 
the home gardener this is equally important.  

I say “bath” because my pesticide of 
choice is a natural and fairly benign one - 
made of potassium salts of fatty acids (soap) 
that weaken the insect’s outer shell and 
cause dehydration.  It is sprayed on leaves 
and stems until they are soaked, and can be 
reapplied every 7-10 days as needed.  

This product is especially effective on 
insects that make their home on herbs and 
houseplants:  whitefly, aphids and mealy 
bugs.  

Once the insects have been eradicated, 
it is time to get out the shovel and get to 
work digging up and repotting the plants.  As 
mentioned, it’s amazing at how large some 
of them can become after only a few months 
in the ground.  

It is important to salvage as much of the 
root ball as possible to minimize the shock 
of being potted up. To do this, position your 
shovel along the “drip line” of the plant and 
dig straight down, completely around its cir-
cumference.  

After you’ve made your way around, get 
your shovel underneath and lift.  Have a pot 
ready - one that is an inch or two bigger than 
the root ball is sufficient, and will allow for 
minimal winter growth.  

My container of choice is always plas-

Woman who went over Niagara in a Barrel
By J. Mark Powell

jmarkpowell.com

You’re turning 63. How 
should you celebrate? With 
a cake with candles? A fam-

ily get-together? Maybe a party?
How about crawling 

into a wooden barrel, hav-
ing it screwed shut, then 
plunging 60-feet over one 
of the world’s great natural wonders? 
Which, by the way, nobody else has ever 
lived to tell about.

A woman did that nearly 120 years 
ago, the crowning achievement in her 
quirky life. Here’s what happened.

Annie Edson Taylor was a tomboy 
growing up. One of 11 children raised on 
a farm in upstate New York, she preferred 
outdoors and sports to dolls and dresses. 

She was a dreamer whose imagination 
constantly sprouted new ideas.

She married at the age of 18. Annie 
quickly regretted it, but not for long. 

Their only child died in infancy and 
her husband passed away soon afterward.

It was hard for a woman to support 
herself in the 19th Century. Annie bounced 
around the country from one job to anoth-

er, with interesting experiences 
woven in between. 

She survived a house fire 
in Chattanooga, a small earth-

quake in South Carolina, and 
even a stagecoach robbery out 
west. (Refusing to hand over 

the $800 hidden in her 
dress - all the money 
she had - Annie told the 

robbers, “Blow away!”)
She eventually settled 

in Bay City, Michigan and scratched out a 
living by operating a charm school where 
she taught kids table manners and dance 
basics. But soon pupils dwindled, along 
with her bank account. 

Annie began worrying how she would 
support herself in old age.

Then, as she later wrote, “the idea 
came to me like a flash of lightning. Go 
over Niagara Falls in a barrel.” At an age 
when most people are contemplating retire-
ment, she began contemplating a stunt the 
bravest daredevils wouldn’t attempt.

Her rationale wasn’t as crazy as it 
sounds. 

The Pan-American Exposition (a kind 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See GARDEN, page 5

See NIAGRA, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Type of crayon
7. Fashion accessory
10. Most cerebral
12. Incline from 

vertical
13. Dependent on
14. Broken in
15. Strongly desires
16. Mounted soldier
17. Ad __: when 

necessary
18. Cattle
19. Ottoman military 

commanders
21. __ student, 

learns healing
22. Composed in 

poetic meter
27. Promotional 

material
28. Where people 

live
33. Sodium
34. Embarrassing

36. Medical man
37. Mother of 

Hermes
38. One who saves 

the day
39. Tooth caregiver
40. Not clothed
41. Slope covered 

with loose stones
44. Used to cook
45. Praises 

enthusiastically
48. Rooney is a 

famous one
49. Beekeeper
50. Pigpen
51. Potato chip 

brand

CLUES DOWN
1. Living quarters
2. Horizontal 

passage
3. Attacks
4. Vietnamese 

offensive
5. Midway between 

east and 
southeast

6. Confined (abbr.)
7. Book of Esther 

antagonist
8. Port in Yemen
9. CNN’s founder
10. Type of bulb
11. Prepare
12. Promoted
14. Dinner jackets
17. Partner to 

cheese
18. Nebraska city
20. Human gene
23. Pays no 

attention to
24. Lowland South 

American plain
25. Blood group
26. Mauna __, 

Hawaiian 
volcano

29. Atomic #37
30. Unit of 

electrical 
resistance

31. Jeweled 
crowns

32. Nastiest
35. Traditional cars 

need it
36. Bowler hat
38. Robust
40. Not straight
41. Stony waste 

matter
42. Have an 

interest in
43. Jacob __, 

journalist
44. Maintains 

possession of
45. Swiss river
46. Average cost of 

market goods
47. Spanish soldier: 

El __

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 11

tic, but glazed pottery is fine, although it 
is heavy. I steer clear of clay; it dries out 
too quickly.  

I usually put a couple of inches of 
moist potting soil into the container, set 
the plant and then fill in with more as 
needed before watering well. Oftentimes 
I leave the plants outside until a frost 
threatens, then I bring them in and back 
out until the weather turns decidedly 
cold.

Perhaps the most cherished of all 
tender herbs is Rosemary (Rosemarinus 
officinalis), the herb of remembrance.  
The key to growing it successfully 
indoors is “cool but sunny.” 

My new old house affords me many 

such microclimates. If you aren’t as 
lucky, try for a sunny window away from 
dry heat, in other words far from heat 
vents, etc.  

My mudroom runs at about 50 
degrees but has decent sunlight. Win-
win!

Bay tree (Laurus nobilis) is another 
favorite and can be grown right through 
the winter with little or no coddling pro-
vided it is given medium to bright light 
and consistent watering. Do be on guard 
for the waxy-looking scale insect; one 
giveaway is leaves covered in a sticky, 
shiny sap called honey dew.  

Try to “Q-tip” individual insects 
with rubbing alcohol or use insecticidal 
soap or horticultural oil to smother larg-
er infestations. If the bugs have been 

active for a while, sooty mold may have 
formed.  

This thick, black coating will likely 
need to be scrubbed off leaf by leaf to 
allow the plant to photosynthesize prop-
erly.

To have success overwintering 
scented geraniums (Pelargonium spp.) 
indoors, situate them in bright light 
where daytime temperatures are 65-70 
degrees, and night temps are in the 50s.  
Fertilize every other month during the 
fall and winter.  

Smaller leaved varieties will be eas-
ier to manage; large leaved cultivars will 
get top-heavy quickly- take terminal or 
“tip” cuttings of these instead.

Lemon Verbena (Aloysia triphylla) 
may start out looking great, but a month 

or so into indoor culture will likely begin 
to lose its leaves. Fear not, leaf drop is 
completely normal and to be expected!  

You may be tempted to throw it out; 
instead, position in a sunny spot, water 
as needed and await new growth in the 
spring.  

I hope this has provided you with the 
necessary information to extend the lifes-
pan of your tender herbs.  

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

of World’s Fair) was being held next 
door in Buffalo, New York. A large con-
tingent of reporters was there. 

If she survived, the news coverage 
would make Annie an instant celebrity. 
That could mean a book deal and lec-
ture tours and enough money for her 
final years.

But there was a huge qualifier. “If.” 
If she survived the plunge. If she 

didn’t, she wouldn’t have to worry 
about anything ever again.

So, Annie headed to Niagara Falls. 
She designed a special white oak barrel 
and had it built by a company that made 
beer kegs. 

Three feet at its widest part with 
tapered ends and metal hoops to secure 
it, plus a small anvil to keep it weighted 
down. An old mattress was the only 
padding.

Word of what she was attempt-
ing spread. A crowd gathered as she 
crawled into the barrel late on Thursday 
afternoon - her 63rd birthday (although 
she adamantly insisted to reporters later 
she was in her 40s). 

At  4:30 p.m. the barrel  was 
screwed shut and dropped into the 
water. Inside, Annie clung to her lucky 
heart-shaped pillow; and probably 
prayed.

In about 15 minutes, it was all over. 
The barrel went over the Falls, briefly 
submerged, then bobbed to the surface. 
Boatmen hauled it onto their vessel and 
unscrewed the lid. 

A rescuer peered inside and then 
shouted, “Good God! She’s alive!”

Annie had indeed survived the 167-
foot fall. Her only injury was a cut on 
her forehead as she was removed from 
the barrel.

She then told reporters, “I would 
rather face a cannon than go over the 
Falls again.”

Annie got the fame she desired. 
Her photo and story were in newspapers 

from coast to coast. 
One admirer even wrote a poem 

called “Goddess of Water”.
“This great heroine of our nation
has won both fortune and fame.
Now people all over creation
will praise this illustrious dame.”
(Ok, Shakespeare it’s not. But how 

many poems have been written about 
you?)

Then, as quickly as celebrity status 
arrived, the public forgot Annie. Her 
fifteen minutes of fame didn’t even last 
fifteen minutes. 

There was no fortune as she’d 
hoped. In a final insult, someone even 
stole her most prized possession: her 
special barrel.

Annie spent her last years selling a 
booklet she wrote about her adventure 
for a dime. She was impoverished when 
she died in 1921 at age 82.

So, when it comes time to turn 63, 
go with a birthday cake instead of a 
stunt. Trust me on this.

Holy Cow! History is written by 
novelist, former TV journalist and die-
hard history buff J. Mark Powell. 

Better Business Bureau advises to watch out for money-flipping scams

Money-flipping cons have long 
been  popular on Instagram and 
Twitter. But as TikTok’s popu-

larity grows, so do the con artists. Watch 
out for this TikTok scam, which prom-
ises to turn a few hundred dollars worth 
of cryptocurrency into thousands in no 
time. BBB is seeing many new reports in 
BBB Scam Tracker  related to this mon-
ey-flipping scam. Here’s what you need 
to know.

How the scam works
Y o u  a r e  s c r o l l i n g 

through  TikTok  when you see a video 
showing a pile of cash. The creator says 
they earned the stack of money by invest-
ing in cryptocurrency in just a few days. 
You may not know much about crypto-
currency, but this “investor” can help you 
get the same kind of return for a modest 
fee. Better yet, they have a 100% guar-

antee they can triple your money in less 
than a week.

They will be polite and professional 
when you contact the supposed investor, 
likely through WhatsApp, Telegram, or 
another messaging app. They will ask 
you to send money – usually a few hun-
dred dollars – through a  digital wallet 
service  like PayPal, Zelle, or Venmo. 
They may even ask you to purchase 
the cryptocurrency and send it to them. 
Then, they “invest” their money in the 
stock market, which allegedly starts mul-
tiplying immediately.

As always, the scam isn’t what it 
seems. When you try to get your money 
back, the scammer will claim you must 
pay fees. At first, these amounts may 
seem harmless. Since your few hundred 
dollars now turned into a few thousand, 
what’s the harm in spending a couple 
hundred in fees, right?

Scammers try to extend this con for 
as long as possible to get as much money 
as possible. They may ask for fees several 
times, always promising you will get much 
more back than you spend. If you question 
them, they may resort to scare tactics, tell-
ing you that if you don’t pay, you’ll miss 
out on the giant return or that they can take 
legal action. Unfortunately, any money 
you send will end up in the scammer’s 
pockets. You won’t be getting a return on 
your investment, and you won’t be getting 
your initial deposit back either. 

How to avoid 
money-flipping scams 

• Use good judgment. Get-rich-quick 
schemes and investments guaranteed to 
give you a huge return are nearly always 
scams. If an offer sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is.

• Do your research. Before you con-

tact someone through TikTok or anoth-
er social media platform, look up their 
name, phone number, and company name 
(if they have one) online. You’ll likely 
find complaints online about it if they 
have conned others.

• Don’t give into scare tactics.  If an 
“investor” contacts you, they may try to 
convince you the investment will only 
work if you act right now. Or, if you’ve 
already sent them funds, they may threat-
en you with legal action if you don’t pay 
their fees. In any case, don’t give in to 
scare tactics. Recognize them as the hall-
marks of a scam.

• Understand how digital wallet ser-
vices work.  Treat any money you send 
through a digital wallet service like cash. 
Once you send the money, there will 
be little you can do to get it back if you 
were scammed. Using these apps only 
with people you know and trust is best.

 Opinion ◗

GARDEN, from page 4

NIAGRA, from page 4

Anie Edson Taylor posing next to her barrel.
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GREAT ON THE GRILL

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS

CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN .......................

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK SPARE RIBS ...........

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 9/14/23-9/20/23

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FOZEN BONE-IN

PORK LOIN END CHOPS ....$189

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF SHOULDER
ROAST or STEAKS ................
USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .......

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN
BONELESS & SKINLESS TRAY PAK

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN .....

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN
21/25 COUNT 

RAW SHRIMP 2 LB BAG ................... ea

$399
ea

USDA INSP. 

HATFIELD BACON 1 LB ................

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERLOIN ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAKS ........

$195
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
VIRGINIA HAM .................

$444
lb

$999

BEEF 
SHORT RIBS

USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
KOREAN BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ..........

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

STEAKS

$199

$335
lb

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

7 LB 
BAG

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

$379
lb

$899
lb

$479
lb

$799
lb AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!

• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
• State of the Art Laser Dentistry

HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)

Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.
413-533-8378

www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Tues.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. & Mon.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

BUYING COLLECTIONS: 
COINS, POCKET & MECHANICAL 

WATCHES, TOYS, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 543-6065

Worship:
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School begins at 9:15 a.m.
stpetersholyoke.org • 413-536-3369

34 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Coffee Hour after Sunday

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

open to children and teens, as well as 
their families, so that all in the commu-
nity can have a chance to play.

Pellisier looks forward to these 
events as an easy way to get more peo-
ple coming to the library to have fun 
with their families and friends. With 
these events occurring every week, 
the ideal is that even if someone can-
not come to one week they can make 
the other. Or, people who can make it 
every week can form a routine around 
having a fun game night with family. 

“We do them every week and it 
means that you get a chance to form a 
community with them, we get to make 
new friendships and have people have 
coming to the library be a part of their 
weekly plan, even if they can’t come 
every week they look forward to com-
ing to the game night or the craft,” 
Pellisier said. “It just makes sure that 
people see the library as more than just 
a place to come and get books, but as a 
place to enjoy themselves.”

To check any other upcoming 
events at the library, go to http://www.
holyokelibrary.org/. 

PJ PARTY, from page 1

A variety of crafts were set up for attendees to try out at the party. 

Childrens’ Librarian Rene Pellissier helps 
Ja’kiah Cruz with his Lego craft. 

Dylan Lopez enjoys the Iron Man Lego craft.Angel Paris builds a Hulk Lego project.  Janeysha and Angel Paris build the Hulk and Iron Man Lego crafts. 	 Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Estevan Paris works on his sleep mask while 
Childrens’ Librarian Rene Pellissier helps 
Jordan Paris get his mask to fit just right.

Jordan, Janeysha and Estevan Paris have fun with the crafts at the pajama party.



The Holyoke Sun   •   SEPTEMBER 15, 2023   •    7

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

H O LY O K E  –  L a s t 
Thursday’s Central Division 
girls volleyball match between 
Ware and Holyoke was very 
close from start to finish.

The Purple Knights, who 
began the regular season with 
a loss at Mount Everett, cel-
ebrated a 3-1 (25-17, 24-26, 
25-13, 28-26) victory over the 
Lady Indians in their home 
opener. 

“The outcome of this 
m a t c h  c o u l d ’v e  g o n e 
either way,” said long-
time Holyoke head coach 
Paula Conway, who 
also coaches the boy’s 
squad in the spring-
t ime .  “ I ’m very 
happy wi th  the 
way my players 
played, and we 
were able to 
pull it out. 
E v e r y o n e 
w o r k e d 
very hard.”  

Holyoke was led by senior 
Yeseida Mercolino with 12 
kills, 12 digs, and 12 aces. 

J u n i o r  N a y s h a l i z 
Gonzalez had a match-high 26 
digs for the home team. 

Senior Aliesha Cotto had 
29 of the Purple Knights 32 
assists.

Junior Yohadlie Pabon 
chipped in with nine kills and 
11 digs. 

The Lady Indians, who 
defeated Monument Mountain 
in their season opener, were 

looking to finish 

Tough start 
for Holyoke 
football

PITTSFIELD – On the 
road, Holyoke football had a 
tough start to its regular sea-
son with a 42-8 loss at Pittsfield 
High School. The Knights 
defense was no match for 
Pittsfield attack, and two quar-
terbacks were not able to get 
much across for Holyoke.

Nathan Pok went 4-for-
9 for 42 yards passing and a 
touchdown. Zeph Williams 
rushed for just 41 yards. Ethan 
Zayas was a bright spot on 
defense with an interception.

Holyoke will face Agawam 
on Friday night at 7 p.m. on the 
road.

Knights pick up 3-1 win over Ware

See VOLLEYBALL, 
page ??

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

Have the scoop on a 
local sports story? Want to 
submit a team photo, pass 
along a potential story idea, 
or just find out how to get a 
copy of that great photo of 
your young athlete? Please 
send all sports-related press 
releases and information to 
Sports Editor Greg Scibelli 
at: sports@turley.com or 
call, 1-413-283-8393.

How to contact 
the Sports Editor

Comp offense 
overwhelms 
Holyoke

C H I C O P E E  –  L a s t 
Wednesday night, Chicopee 
Comprehensive boys soccer 
scored six times in the second 
half to run away with a matchup 
against Holyoke 9-2. 

Tineus McCluster, Derek 
Lonczak and Antonio Sleeper 
each had two goals.  Ryan 
Kennedy scored both goals for 
Holyoke in the game. 

The Knights are 0-3 to start 
the regular season while Comp is 
out to a 3-0 start this year.

Don Ampofo tries to play the ball in the middle of the field.

Adrian Centeno-Feliciano socks a free kick away.	 Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli Xevier Davila tries to get a header to break up a play.

Nayan Tabin tries to pass before a Comp layer intervenes. Jaybriel Rivera-Soto back kicks a pass.

Ashantilys Calderon gets the tip over the net.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Nayshaliz Gonzalez gets 
very low to play the ball.
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the first week of the regular season with 
a 2-0 record under first year head coach 
Becca Hurlburt.

“I thought we played well in 
tonight’s match,” said Hurlburt, who 
graduated from Ware High School in 

2015. “We’re an inexperienced team and 
playing in a close match like this one is 
really going to help us a lot. We’re look-
ing forward to playing Holyoke again at 
our gym.”

Hurlburt, who coached the Ware 
junior varsity volleyball team last year, 
replaced Norris Leeman as the varsity 
coach.   

Freshman Carly Brown led the Lady 
Indians with nine kills.

“Carly played an outstanding game,” 
Hurlburt said. “She just owned the net.”   

Senior co-captain Kira Gennett had 
five kills, while senior Kaley Campbell, 
who’s also a co-captain, finished with 
three kills and a team-leading seven 
assists. 

Ware’s largest lead of the opening 
set was 5-1. 

The home team then responded 
with a 7-2 run giving them the lead for 
the first time at 8-7 following a cou-
ple of unforced errors with sophomore 
Ashantilys Calderon handling the serving 
duties.

The score in the first set was tied 
several times.

With the score knotted at 16-16, the 
Purple Knights took control of the set 
by reeling off seven unanswered points. 

Senior Kelsy Brainard had a kill and a 
block during that stretch.     

Holyoke took a 1-0 lead in the match 
following an ace by Mercolino.

Ware built a 16-7 lead in the second 
set following back-to-back kills by junior 
Kenyce Crump (4 kills) and Brown.   

The Lady Indians largest lead of the 
second set was 20-10 before Holyoke 
came storming back. 

With the help of a 9-1 run, the 
Purple Knights managed to close the gap 
to 21-20. 

Ware kept the lead with a kill by 
Campbell, but Holyoke took the lead for 
the first time at 23-22 following back-to-
back aces by senior Deniangeliz Luna. 

The Purple Knights led 24-22 before 
the Lady Indians managed to even the 
overall match at 1-1 by scoring the final 
four points of the second set with soph-
omore Maeve Stevens doing the serving.  

“Winning the second set was very 
important for us,” Hurlburt said. “They 
made a run, but we managed to hang 
onto the lead. 

Holyoke quickly regrouped in the 
third set. They managed to build a dou-
ble digit lead and took a 2-1 lead in the 
match.

Neither team was able to pull away 
in the fourth set. 

There were more than 15 ties before 
the Purple Knights sealed the deal by 
scoring the final three points of the set 
and the match with Mercolino doing the 
serving. 

The two teams are scheduled to meet 
again on October 2 at Ware High School. 

VOLLEYBALL, from page 7

HOLYOKE – Longtime Holyoke 
Community College staff member Tom 
Stewart will be inducted into the Westfield 
State University Athletics Hall of Fame on 
Friday, Oct. 13.

Now HCC’s director of Athletics and 
Student Engagement, the 1988 graduate of 
Westfield State will be one of five alumni 
honored during the university’s 25th anni-
versary Hall of Fame induction ceremony 
on WSU’s homecoming weekend.

As an undergraduate, Stewart was a 
four-year member of the WSU Owls cross 
country and track and field teams. An 
all-conference runner in 1985 and 1987 in 
cross country, he won the Westfield State 
Invitational and was an all-New England 
runner in steeplechase his sophomore year. 
The WSU cross country and track teams 
won conference titles all four years he was 
on the team.

“It’s a humbling thing,” Stewart said 
of his induction. “I ran there for four years, 
and there were better track runners than I 
was, and my teammates are already in. It 
was the glory years when we were there. 

It was our philosophy that we weren’t 
gonna lose. We went to the national cham-
pionship in cross country and we were 
13 points away from winning the whole 
thing. There had been a snowstorm two 
days before. I was standing in ankle deep 

water at the starting line, and we were 
ready to go.”

Stewart, who lives in Westfield, 
is also being recognized for his work 
in athletics after college. Since 1991, 
he has been the meet administrator for 

the Intercollegiate Amateur Athletic 
Association of America, the oldest and 
longest-running high-level collegiate track 
and field championship in the United 
States.

Stewart also owns IC4Atrack.com, 
a meet management and timing compa-
ny. As a referee, starter or timer, he has 
signed off on 15 American, Canadian, 
New Zealand, European or world record 
performances, including Yomif Kejelcha’s 
world-record setting indoor mile at Boston 
University in March 2023.

He has also served in various roles 
with the National Junior College Athletic 
Association, the largest athletic association 
for two-year colleges in the United States.

Stewart started his career in higher 
education at Westfield State, where he 
worked for seven years as student activi-
ties administrator and director of intramu-
rals and coached cross country. He was 
hired at HCC in 1996 as student activi-
ties director, and became assistant athletic 
director in 1999 and athletic director in 
2007.

HCC athletic director honored by WSU hall of fame induction
◗  Sports

Holyoke Community College staff member Tom Stewart will be inducted into the Westfield 
State University Athletics Hall of Fame on Friday, Oct. 13. Courtesy photo 

Caravan postponed
SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 

T h u n d e r b i r d s  a n n o u n c e d  l a s t 
Friday  that the third installment of the 
T-Birds Community Caravan present-
ed by Dunkin’ has been postponed 
due to potential inclement weather this 
weekend. A rescheduled date will be 
announced in the future. Fans can reserve 
their seats to be part of the Thunderbirds’ 
hockey action for the 2023-24 season by 
calling (413) 739-GOAL (4625) or visit-
ing www.SpringfieldThunderbirds.com.

Railers return to the DCU Center on Sat., Oct. 21
WORCESTER – The Worcester 

Railers Hockey Club (@RailersHC), 
proud ECHL (@ECHL) affiliate of the 
New York Islanders (@NYIslanders) 
welcome back fans to the DCU Center 
on Sat., Oct. 21st for the team’s sixth 
season of ECHL hockey. The 2023-
24 season will launch with two back-
to-back games in Worcester against 
Adirondack Thunder on Saturday, and 
the Trois-Rivières Lions on Sunday.

The Railers look forward to show-

casing the $7 mil. DCU Center seat 
upgrade on Opening Weekend, live 
entertainment, pre-game festivities, and 
an action-packed weekend of hockey. 
“This is great home schedule for fans,” 
said Chief Operating Officer Michael 
G. Myers. “It’s stacked with weekend 
dates, allowing us to provide fans with 
even more premium theme nights and 
giveaways.” The Railers will unveil 
their season promotional schedule in 
June.

This will be the first time in fran-
chise history the team will play the 
Kansas City Mavericks, slated to come 
to Worcester on Wed., Nov. 29th. The 
Railers will also make the team’s 
first trip to Hertz Arena in Estero, 
FL in February to battle the Florida 
Everblades.

Railers season tickets and mini 
plans are now on sale. Secure your 
seats online at RailersHC.com/tickets 
or call 508-365-1750.

Coby, Tommy Baldwin Racing earn Granite crown at Monadnock
WINCHESTER, N.H. – Doug Coby 

and Tommy Baldwin Racing returned to 
NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour com-
petition on Saturday night at Monadnock 
Speedway and they were celebrating after 
150 laps in New Hampshire. 

Coby finished fifth in the Winchester 
Fair 150 in the Mayhew Tools 7NY, but the 
finish was enough for the team to capture 
the second annual Whelen Granite State 

Short Track Cup championship crown.
The Cup, which included three races 

at Monadnock Speedway, Lee USA 
Speedway and back at Monadnock on 
Saturday night, saw Coby grab three fin-
ishes inside the top-six, including a win 
at Monadnock in May. By winning the 
Whelen Granite State Short Track Cup, 
the team collected at least $5,000 in bonus 
awards.

Coby returned to action Saturday for 
the first time since Thompson Speedway 
in August. Team owner Tommy Baldwin 
Jr. announced a cancer diagnosis and the 
team stepped back from full-time compe-
tition and missed the last two races. They 
couldn’t pass up returning to chase the 
Granite State Short Track Cup crown.

“Just to be here with our family and 
Tommy battling cancer, I mean, he’s 

a warrior,” Coby said. “He told us from 
the beginning that he was going to fight 
through this and he’s been courageous 
enough to share his battle and everything 
on social media, which is uncommon. 
To be here as the Whelen Granite State 
Short Track Cup champions, it just means 
a lot. We’ve got a great group of guys and 
Tommy really wanted to be here to do this. 
This one is for Tommy Baldwin.”

Aliesh Cotto Torres gets the side bump to 
keep the ball in play.

Yeseida Mercolino reaches out to hit the 
ball.

Yohadlie Pabon saves the ball from landing.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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is important for the sake of the city, 
not because we don’t understand it, 
not because we received it a couple 
hours ago and I never got to read it 
and I didn’t understand what was going 
through–that was the actual purpose 
of the 48 hour rule–not something that 
you’ve already been discussing in the 
last few meetings but something that 
just comes up 
a n d  y o u ’ v e 
not even had a 
lick of time to 
even think of,” 
Councilor Israel 
Rivera said. 

“I think this 
is an important 
discussion to 
have this eve-
ning, regardless 
of what we do, 
I think we all 
understand the 
r a mi f i c a t i ons 
and consequences are pretty heavy,” 
Councilor Joseph McGiverin said. 

Additionally, the matter was time 
sensitive, according to Chair of the 
Board of Public Works Mary Monahan.

“This delay potentially puts off 
the billing cycle,” Monahan said. “This 
$8.02 rate is based on the number 
of billings left in this fiscal year, so 
any delay in the billings would likely 
increase that rate.”

Councilor Peter Tallman proposed 
that they follow the rules, therefore 

tabling discussion for the current meet-
ing, but discuss at the special meeting 
of the council they hope to host later in 
September.

“My thought is that if we do table 
this…and we have that special meeting 
in a couple weeks we can have this vote 
on this and this could be effective, still, 
on Aug. 1,” he said. 

In the end, Council President Todd 
McGee ruled that they had to table the 

discussion and 
not vote on the 
sewer rate at 
this meeting. He 
explained that, 
given that rule 
9J–the rule stat-
ing the council 
needed the legal 
forms 48 hours 
in advance–was 
a requirement 
they needed to 
follow it.

“My  ru l -
ing is 9J would 

hold. A member has objected and there-
fore it is tabled until the next meeting,” 
McGee said. 

Councilor McGiverin attempted to 
make a motion to override this decision. 
In order for this decision to be overrid-
den, they needed a two thirds majority, 
or nine councilors to vote in favor of the 
override. Councilors Vacon, Jourdain, 
Puello and Bartley voted against the 
override. With only eight yes votes to 
override McGee’s ruling, the discussion 
was tabled until the next meeting.

Terrace project. 
“The city needs to be in position to 

have the funding to complete the project 
itself,” McGiverin said. 

The River Terrace project is being 
pushed by the Clean Water Act. If the 
city were to fall behind on the long-
term plan and implementation of the 
River Terrace project it could result in 
fines from the federal government.

“Fines can total up to $5,000 a 
day,” McGiverin said. “That is not a 
threat, I think the last thing they want 
to do is fine a community that has these 
projected costs before them, but certain-
ly by taking this vote we’re taking steps 
that will…keep the federal government 
off our case for a while.”

Getting this funding secured and 
moving forward with the River Terrace 
project is the next key step to ensuring 
the city stays on track. 

“This is the next step to take a vote 
that shows the city has got its correct 
foot forward in terms of sewer separa-
tion projects themselves and how we’re 
going to treat the sewage that goes into 
the Connecticut River,” McGiverin said. 

On top  of  making  the  vo te 
to approve the $10.5 million, the 
city council also voted to request a 
Congressional Earmark for the CSO 
resolution in the hopes that it will take 
some of the burden off the city. 

The $10.5 million approved by city 
council was only the first half of the 
$21 million that will be needed for CSO 
in the next several years so that they can 
comply with the Clean Water Act set by 
the Environmental Protection Agency.

The hope is that Congress will help 
fund Holyoke as the city tries to comply 

with this mandate. 
“Washington needs to help us, par-

ticularly with laws that they pass–good 
laws that we all support and have noble 
goals–but they also need to help us 
with these resources,” Councilor Kevin 
Jourdain said, 

This request to aid will go to con-
gress with the unanimous support of the 
city council as well as Mayor Joshua 
Garcia. 

“Hopefully this unified message 
between the mayor and us will go a 
long way in showing them we really do 
need these monies,” Jourdain said.

In the meantime, however, the 
council has voted to move forward with 
securing the bonds.

“Maybe that unfunded mandate 
down the road will become somewhat 
of a funded mandate from the feder-
al government but we can’t wait for 
Congress to act. We have to do our job,” 
McGiverin said.

T h e  R i v e r  Te r r a c e  S e w e r 
Separation Project is a project dedicated 
to separating sewer and overflow drains 
in the city of Holyoke. The project is 
currently in the design phase with about 
90% of the design work completed thus 
far. 

The city did receive funding of 
$210,000 from the State Capitol Plan to 
assist with this project. That particular 
funding was used to move the design 
forward, to assist the city in manag-
ing the state revolving fund application 
process, and managing and overseeing 
a lot of the project, according to City 
Engineer Kris Baker. 

The project will occur in two 
phases, with Phase A ideally starting 
around 2024 or 2025 and Phase B two 
or three years after that. 

DEBATE, from page 1 PROJECT, from page 1

 In The News ◗

Doubles tournament to benefit Candlepins for Cancer
By Ryan Drago

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – For fun compe-
tition and supporting a great cause, 
Agawam Bowl will be featuring a 90% 
Handicap Doubles Tournament to benefit 
Candlepins for Cancer on Sunday, Oct. 8. 

Candlepins For Cancer is a reg-
istered 501(c)(3) charity that supports 
people suffering with cancer and helps 
pay for numerous needs while they go 
through their treatments. The charity 
sends donations to help with the expens-
es that are incurred after chemo and radi-
ation treatments, time missed at work, 
food and pharmaceutical costs, and many 
other issues. 

This charity was founded by and 
serves the candlepin bowling community. 
The sport of candlepin bowling is a vari-
ation of bowling that is played primarily 
in the Canadian Maritime Provinces and 
the New England region of the United 
States. 

With the help of many members in 
the candlepin bowling world, Candlepins 
for Cancer has raised over $35,000 for 
families.

Joining Agawam Bowl for this great 
event is one of the leading promoters of 
Candlepins for Cancer, Paul Grant. 

Based out of Haverhill, Grant has 
put in thousands of commuting miles 
to live-stream and broadcast candlepin 
bowling leagues, tournaments, fundrais-
ers, exhibition matches, as well as tour-
naments run by the charity all over the 
New England States of Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, and Maine while 
accepting generous donations for the 
charity. 

Proud of his efforts to promote the 
game of candlepin and the charity, Grant 
brings a lot of excitement to any bowling 
center he appears in as he records many 
bowling events that are later uploaded to 
the YouTube channel, Candlepin Bowling 
Network. 

The October doubles tournament 

will be the second event Grant will be 
covering at Agawam Bowl. Back on Jan. 
15, Paul Grant made his first appearance 
arriving at Agawam Bowl to broadcast 
their monthly King of the Hill tourna-
ment. 

The tournament had outstanding 
results. Over 40 bowlers signed up for 
the tournament and participated in 50/50 
raffles to raise money for the charity and 
purchasing WOW shirts. 

The shirts were inspired by Grant’s 
famous catchphrase, “Wow!” whenever 
amazing strikes and spares are made on 
the lanes. For every WOW shirt sold, $10 
goes to Candlepins for Cancer and Grant 
acknowledges how much of a difference 
they make in supporting the charity. 

“In just over a year, over 600 WOW 
shirts sold, helping 12 families going 
through cancer treatments,” said Grant.

The Agawam King of the Hill in 
January set a one-day record for the most 
money raised for Candlepins for Cancer. 
Raising a total of $1,869, including a 
record breaking 40 WOW shirts sold. 
With the upcoming doubles tournament, 
Agawam Bowl intends to top that record 
and raise more money. 

Agawam Bowl is looking to fill their 

doubles tournament by adding 24 teams 
(total of 48 bowlers). Entry fee is $200 
per doubles team ($100 per bowler). 

There will be two qualifying shifts, 
one at noon, and the other at 2:30 p.m. 

There will be six groups of four 
teams competing in a round robin format. 
Group winners advance to the bracket 
round. 

Based off an entry of 24 teams, the 
tournament is hoping to reward a 1st 
place prize of $1,200 to the winning 
team. Second place finishers will receive 
$600, third and fourth place $450 each, 
and fifth and sixth place $350 each. 

From the entry fees, $1,000 will 
be directly donated to Candlepins for 
Cancer. 

Other ways to support the charity 
during the tournament will consist of a 
50/50 raffle during each shift. An addi-
tional raffle with Red Sox tickets as the 
prize is also supporting the charity. 

The drawing for the tickets will be 
prior to the tournament on Sunday, Sept. 
17. The game is Rays at Red Sox on 
Sept. 27.

WOW shirts will also be available 
for purchase on the day of the tourna-
ment. 

This year, Grant introduced a new 
2.0 version of WOW shirts featuring 
candlepins surrounding his catchphrase. 
Both versions will be available during 
the tournament. 

There is also a fun optional donation 
pool that bowlers can take part in. The 
pool is famously known in the candle-
pin community as the “Lemon Drop” 
pool where if a bowler were to punch out 
one pin on their first ball, that is either 
the one in the 4-pin or 6-pin position, it 
would be $1. 

If a bowler punches out any of those 
two pins when they’re working on a 
spare or a strike, it’s $5 to Candlepins for 
Cancer. According to Grant, the Lemon 
Drop Pool donations have helped six 
more families in just over a year. 

Direct donations are always accept-
ed.

Manager of Agawam Bowl, Jim 
Feeley is running the tournament and is 
excited to get more participants involved 
to support the charity and the bowling 
tournament. With the tournament being a 
90% handicap tournament, Feeley needs 
bowlers to provide their highest season 
ending average from the 2022-2023 fall 
bowling season to help determine the 
handicap for every doubles team, which 
is going to be 90% handicap from a team 
cap of 240. 

If a bowler does not have a sea-
son ending average, then a high aver-
age with a 30 game minimum from the 
2022-2023-summer league season will 
be accepted. 

To enter, contact Feeley at Agawam 
Bowl, 413-786-4108. There is plenty of 
time to sign up and several spots are still 
open. 

The first 24 paid entries will be 
accepted, and a waiting list will be set up 
in case of any dropouts. 

For more information, you can visit 
Agawam Bowl at 359-363 Walnut St. 
Ext., or at agawambowl.com. For other 
tournaments, Agawam Bowl hosts a 
monthly king of the hill tournament.

“I think this is 
an important discussion 

to have this evening, 
regardless of what we do, 
I think we all understand 

the ramifications and 
consequences are pretty heavy,”

- Councilor Joseph McGiverin
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
MG ELECTRICAL SERVICE All 
electrical work, new construction,ad-
ditions,service upgrade, emergency 
generators.

Free estimate
Insured/Licensed

Lic.# 16979-A
Call Mike (413) 896-1346

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT SPE-
CIALIST Decks, Porches, Doors, 
Windows, Repairs, Cement repairs, 
asphalt repairs,  stone and  BBB ap-
proved Vinyl Fence Tim (413)563-2229

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References. Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MASONRY
FINE STONE MASONRY And 
all masonry repairs and restorations 
including:stonewalls, retainer walls, 
chimneys, foundations, buildings, pool 
surrounds, steps, walks, patios. All ma-
sonry is performed by master mason 
Paul Dowd, Barre, MA
Call 978-257-8237. Email paul-
dowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413) 344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

HORSES
LOVE HORSES? Learn to ride, 
jump, show! Well schooled horses and 
ponies. Qualified instructors. Tiny trot-
ters program. Beginners to advanced 
levels. Jumping. Dressage. Boarding, 
training. Rated horse shows. Outstand-
ing IEA team. Suffield CT (860)874-
8077

HORSE BARN HELP WANTED 
FULL OR PART TIME WEEKDAYS 
SUFFIELD CT (860)874-8077

“PART TIME TAILOR NEED-
ED FOR POLICE & MILITARY 
UNIFORMS Email solutions@
blue-tactical.com to find out more.”

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

CLASSIFIED DEADLINES
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY AT NOON

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

 Public Notices ◗
City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing
The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will 
hold a public hearing on 
Monday, September 25, 
2023 at 6:30p.m. to hear a 
special permit application for 
home occupation of Marisol 
Figueroa for a nail salon at 
222 West Franklin Street 
(078-00-092). Meeting will 
take place at Holyoke City 
Hall 536 Dwight St and 
can be accessed remotely 
via www.zoom.us Meeting 
ID 884 9262 8394 Meeting 
Passcode 871397 or by call in 
at 1-646-558-8656 with same 
Meeting ID and Passcode. 
Written public comment can 
be submitted to publiccom-
ment@holyoke.org. For more 
information on this hearing 
or for an electronic copy of 
the application please con-
tact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at 
Anderson-BurgosJ@holyoke.
org or by phone 413-322-
5525. 

DGR Chair
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti 

09/08, 09/15/2023

NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION
Denise Stankiewicz Inter 

Vivos Trust 
1545 Dwight Street, Holyoke 

MA
RTN 1-21708

A release of oil and/
or hazardous materials has 
occurred at this location, 
which is a disposal site as 
defined by M.G.L. c. 21E, 
§ 2 and the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan, 310 CMR 
40.0000. On September 11, 
2023, Denise Stankiewicz 
Inter Vivos Trust record-
ed with the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds 
a NOTICE OF ACTIVITY 
AND USE LIMITATION on 
the disposal site, pursuant to 
310 CMR 40.1070 through 
40.1080.

T h e  N O T I C E  O F 
ACTIVITY AND USE 
LIMITATION will limit the 
following site activities and 
uses on the above property:

No disturbance of soil 
below 6 feet

Any person interested in 
obtaining additional infor-
mation about the NOTICE 
OF ACTIVITY AND USE 
LIMITATION may con-
tact Jordana Langford, BL 
Companies, 355 Research 
Parkway, Meriden, CT 
06450; phone: 203-608-
2410.

T h e  N O T I C E  O F 
ACTIVITY AND USE 
LIMITATION and the dis-
posal site file can be can be 
viewed at MassDEP web-
site using Release Tracking 
Number (RTN) 1-21708 
at http://public.dep.state.
ma.us/SearchableSites2/
Search.aspx or at MassDEP 
Western Regional Office 

– Springfield; 436 Dwight 
Street, Springfield, MA 
01103; phone: 413-784-
1100.
09/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1829GD 

In the interests of 
Kei’Rael Josiah Davila

Of Holyoke, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 08/29/2023 
b y  S h a i r a  G r i s e l l 
Rodriguez  of  Holyoke, 
MAwill be held 10/02/2023 
08:30 AM Guardianship of 
Minor Hearing. Located: 
Judge Army Session- 50 
State St. Springfield, MA 
01103 Courtroom 2 - 4th 
Floor

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: August 29, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD23P1869EA
Estate of:

Pauline A Gruszka
Date of Death: 02/21/2020 

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Late and 

Limited Formal Testacy 
and/or Appointment  has 
been fi led by David S 
Gruszka of Holyoke, MA 
requesting that the Court enter 
a formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: David S Gruszka of 
Holyoke, MA be appointed as 
Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of  
10/04/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an affidavit of objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not 
required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested 
in the estate are entitled to 
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in 
any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 06, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

09/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1858EA 

Estate of: 
Skal Vincent Guidi 

Also Known As: 
Skal V. Guidi

Date of Death: 06/08/2022 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Marcia I Guidi of Holyoke, 
MA.

Marcia  I  Guid i  o f 
Holyoke, MA  has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.
09/15/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. HD23P1814EA 

Estate of: 
Norberta E. Hart 
Also Known As: 

Norberta G. Hart 
Date of Death: 

January 29, 2022 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested 

in the above captioned est
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Robert K Goss of Holyoke, 
MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate.

R o b e r t  K  G o s s  o f 
Holyoke, MA  has been 
informally appointed as the 
Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without 
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro
bate Code without super-
vision by the Court. Inven
tory and accounts are not 

required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 
in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict-
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner.
09/15/2023

www.turley.com

Turley Publications seeks Experienced 
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/or 
feature stories of local interest for various towns 
and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

OPPORTUNITY

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.
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REAL
BIG
REAL

At the biggest, best fair in the East, you’ll fi nd amazing entertainment, food, 
rides, games, and live music you won’t see anywhere else!

Check TheBigE.com for a full list of performers and to purchase The Big E concert and admission  tickets. Concert tickets 
include The Big E admission when purchased before the show date.

SEPT. 15 - OCT. 1

JIMMY EAT
WORLD
SAT. SEPT. 16

BACHMAN-TURNER
OVERDRIVE

FRI. SEPT. 22

CHRIS YOUNG
SUN. SEPT. 24

THE BIG E

BUY CONCERT TICKETS AT THEBIGE.COM

Get tickets at TheBigE.com
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA

EXPERIENCE - FREE!
 Molly Hatchet | Sept 15

 Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day | Sept 15-17
     Sponsored by Aer Lingus

 Vertical Horizon | Sept 17

 Dokken | Sept 20

 Chubby Checker | Sept 23

 Barry Goodreau’s Engine Room | Sept 25-26
     (formerly of Boston)

JOHN
FOGERTY

WITH SPECIAL GUEST HEARTY HAR
FRI. SEPT. 15

Adoption fees discounted 50% at Dakin
SPRINGFIELD – Dakin Humane 

Society will be reducing adoption fees 
for all animals by 50% through Sept. 30 
as part of its Summer of Love adoption 
event. Pets whose fees are eligible for 
this discount include cats, dogs, and a 
variety of other animals including guin-
ea pigs, rabbits, ferrets, hamsters, birds, 
mice, gerbils, rats, and more.

“Dakin’s busiest season is always 
summer, and months before, we knew 
this summer was going to be exception-
ally demanding,” stated Meg Talbert, 
Dakin’s executive director. “For example, 
we anticipated taking in 500 kittens this 
summer, and that’s a higher-than-average 
number. By the end of August, we helped 
592 kittens. So far this year, we’ve taken 
in over sixty percent more animals than 
in the same time frame last year. We have 

lots of wonderful pets looking to con-
nect with people and families, and we’re 
glad to offer our Summer of Love event 
to help some great matches happen by 
reducing our fees.”

Pet adoption fees as listed on 
Dakin’s website (dakinhumane.org) will 
be cut in half through Sept. 30. Dakin 
is open for adopters to visit Tuesdays 
through Saturdays from 12:30 to 3:00 
p.m., but they are advised to visit the 
website first to see which animals they 
are most interested in to help minimize 
their waiting time onsite. Adopters may 
also apply to adopt pets online at dakin-
humane.org.

Adoption fees at Dakin include a 
variety of services and treatments includ-
ing a veterinary exam, spay/neuter 
surgery, age-appropriate vaccinations, 

microchip and registration, deworm-
ing treatment, a rabies vaccine (if pet is 
over 12 weeks of age), a behavior eval-
uation, access to behavior support, a free 
post-adoption veterinary exam at partic-
ipating clinics, and a food starter pack. 
Other features include a feline leukemia 
test, FIV test, flea and ear mite treatment 
(for cats), and a heartworm test, flea and 
tick treatment, and heartworm preven-
tion (for dogs). According to Talbert, the 
pre-adoption cost of care for each adopt-
able animal that comes to Dakin averages 
$705.

Dakin is a local non-profit organi-
zation that relies solely on contributions 
from individuals and businesses that care 
about animals to bring its services to the 
community. For more information, visit 
www.dakinhumane.org.

◗  In The News

Velis opposes proposal to house migrants at WSU
W E S T F I E L D  –  F o l l o w i n g 

t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  a  r e p o r t  f r o m 
t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  E m e rg e n cy 
Management Agency that Lammers 
Hall at Westfield State University is 
technically feasible to be an emergen-
cy shelter for migrants, Sen. Velis has 
continued to express his strong oppo-
sition to the proposal.

“I continue to have very serious 
reservations about the wisdom of 
attempting to solve one problem, the 
federal government’s inability to mit-
igate an immigration crisis, by exac-
erbating another problem, namely, 
requiring higher education to deviate 

from their core mission of educating 
students,” said  Velis “I’m hearing 
concerns from WSU parents about 
the fall semester, from local officials 
concerned about the impact to com-
munity resources, and from residents 
who agree that this proposal doesn’t 
make sense. I believe that we should 
exhaust every other option, includ-
ing every hotel, in every community, 
before we consider Westfield State 
University.”

The recent report from MEMA 
comes after an end-of-August tour of 
Lammers Hall by state officials where 
Velis expressed initial concerns about 

the proposal. The report notes that the 
dorm building faces ADA accessibil-
ity challenges, has potential asbestos 
tiling issues, and lacks access to med-
ical clinics and kitchen services for 
families. Furthermore, the placement 
would impact the University’s Student 
Mental Health Counseling Services, 
which are housed in Lammers Hall.

 Velis noted that while he con-
tinues to advocate with state officials 
to express his concerns, any decision 
is ultimately under the direction of 
the Administration and is not some-
thing that comes before the State 
Legislature for approval.

Shred Day offered
NORTHAMPTON – The Wealth 

Transition Collective of Holyoke is part-
nering with Cooley Dickinson for their 
annual shred day. 

If you have financial or sensitive 
documents that need shredding, bring 
them to Cooley Dickinson located at 30 
Locust St., Northampton on Saturday, 
Sept. 16 from 9 a.m. to 11a.m. A dona-
tion of $5 per paper box will directly 
benefit the hospital. First come, first 
served, until truck is full or 11 a.m. - 
whichever is first. Paper only please – no 
other items will be accepted. 

For more information, please 
visit www.twealthtc.com


