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Death Cafe Group

meets at

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - On Friday
Aug. 28 a Death Cafe group
had a meeting at Holyoke
Public Library. Death Cafe
originally started in England
and since then it has spread
to America and throughout
the whole world with new
Death Cafe’s popping up
all the times. The group on
Friday was facilitated by
volunteer Nao Sakurai.

Sakurai explained the
rules of Death Cafe.

“The rules, recom-
mendations are that you
talk about you know, some-
thing death and dying and

library

you also have to have tea
and something to much on.
And then we have to make
it clear that this is not like, a
grief support,” Sakurai said.
“It is okay to discuss about
grief but we cannot give
medical advice. And also,
just to talk about it, no other
agenda. Because sometimes
people from like you know,
sometimes people try to
convince other people to one
way of thinking. So yeah,
we try to avoid that. I mean,
we can talk about your own
opinion, but we don’t want
to, you know, convince other
people. So, that we have all

See GROUR, page 10

FALL SEASON BEGINS

Turley photo by Gregory A. Scibelli
On Tuesday evening, the Holyoke High School girls volleyball
team got their season underway. The Knights took on
Chicopee High School. See more photos in next week’s
edition as well as highlights from the match with the Pacers.
Holyoke’s fall sports programs began on Tuesday, with the
first week of the season culminating with a football game

Saturday morning at Chicopee Comprehensive.
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Svperintendent Jackie Gilasheen
begins first year at helm of HPS

By Quinn Suomala

Correspondent
HOLYOKE - New
Superintendent Jackie

Glasheen has been settling
into her position.

Glasheen started as the
superintendent on July 1, and
she hit the ground running.

Already she has been
hard at work ensuring every-
thing goes well this school
year.

Glasheen and her team
put together several lead-
er retreats to prepare for the
school year.

“We brought
together school
leaders, our school
committee leaders,
and our teachers
union leaders in
the same room and
talked a lot about
belonging, well-be-
ing and working
well together,”
Glasheen said.

In the spirit
of belonging and well-being,
Glasheen also made sure to
reach out to families to help
them prepare for the start of
the school year through com-

munications and
back-to-school

Jackie Glasheen

events.

As the school
year has start-
ed, Glasheen has
worked with the
community and
decided on three
priorities she
will focus on this
year: high quality
instruction with
strong inclusive practices,
ensuring that every stu-
dent, family and staff feels
a sense of belonging, and
building the district back up

after receivership.

“I feel like we are aligned
in our vision for this year,”
Glasheen said. “We’ve clear-
ly identified our priorities
and we’re moving in the right
direction.”

Glasheen wants to ensure
that the students at Holyoke
have access to the best educa-
tion possible.

She will be working with
teachers to ensure that they are
planning education around all
the students in their classes
and truly meeting each of their

See HPS, page 10

A new, inclusive playground was unveiled at Morgan School earlier this week.

Morgan unveils new inclusive playground

HOLYOKE - Students
at Morgan Elementary
School now have a new
space to play, explore,
and grow together. On
Wednesday, September 2,
the school officially unveiled
its brand new inclusive play-
ground, giving students of all

abilities a welcoming place
to unwind during recess.

The new playground
features musical and inter-
active equipment creating
opportunities for students
to move and play in differ-
ent ways. The space was
designed to encourage stu-

dents of all abilities to par-
ticipate and enjoy time
together.

The playground was one
of several construction and
improvement projects com-
pleted by Holyoke Public
Schools over the summer.
This project was made pos-

Submitted photo

sible through a Community
Development Block Grant
received by the City of
Holyoke.

With the new space now
open, students can look for-
ward to making new memo-
ries with their classmates for
years to come.

Residents tell councill
to demand limits
on Flock cameras

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
residents came forward
during the city council
meeting on Sept. 2 to make
their disapproval of Flock
cameras clear.

President Tessa
Murphy-Romboletti
and Councilors Anne
Thalheimer and Mimi
Panitch placed an order on
the agenda which called
for the council to review
the history, authorization
and use of Flock camer-
as and other automated
license plate technology in
Holyoke.

The goal of the review
and research is to determine
if legislation is needed to
address civil rights or pri-
vacy issues caused by the
presence of the technology.

Many residents and
community members of
Holyoke came forward in
support of this order.

Community mem-
bers felt that this order was
needed in order to protect
their privacy and rights.

“These cameras are
a violation of privacy,”
Al Beatty said. “They are
tracking the movements
of every single person in
this room, everybody who
drives through Holyoke,
regardless of if they have
ever committed a crime.”

Beatty mentioned how
the recordings then go into
a national database and that
there is currently no safe-
guard against unethical and
inappropriate uses of these
recordings.

Others who came for-

See FLOCK, page 10
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HCC hires Melissa Mills-Dick as vice president of advancement

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College has
hired Melissa Mills-Dick as
vice president of institution-
al advancement and execu-
tive director of the Holyoke
Community College
Foundation.

Mills-Dick, a resident
of Granby, brings more
than 20 years of leadership
experience in nonprofit and
higher education fundrais-
ing, advancement, commu-
nications, and community
engagement. She joins HCC
from Hampshire College,
where she most recent-
ly served as chief advance-

ment officer and
previously held
leadership roles
in advancement,
campaign strategy,
alumni relations,
and communica-
tions.
During
her tenure at
Hampshire
College, she served
as a member of
the executive team and stra-
tegic advisor to two college
presidents while leading a
15-person advancement team.
She spearheaded the institu-
tion’s largest-ever fundrais-

Jaqueline Glasheen

ing campaign,
which raised $55
million in unre-
stricted operating
support over six
years, including
securing several
of the largest gifts
in Hampshire his-
tory.

Her expe-
rience also
includes culti-
vating major philanthropic
partnerships, engaging alum-
ni and community stake-
holders, strengthening board
relationships, and developing
innovative fundraising and

communications strategies.

Before joining
Hampshire College in 2014,
she held advancement and
communications leader-
ship roles with Planned
Parenthood.

At HCC, Mills-
Dick will lead Institutional
Advancement, a 19-mem-
ber division that includes
the college’s development,
alumni, grants, and market-
ing and communications
teams. As executive direc-
tor of the HCC Foundation,
she will oversee day-to-day
operations of the college’s
nonprofit fundraising corpo-

ration. In both roles, she will
work closely with the Office
of the President, college
leadership, the foundation
board, alumni, donors, com-
munity partners, and other
stakeholders to strengthen
philanthropic support and
advance the college’s mis-
sion.

She holds a Master of
Fine Arts degree in
writing and litera-
ture from Bennington
College and a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Hampshire
College. She has also partic-
ipated in leadership develop-
ment programs through the

Massachusetts Association
of Independent Colleges and
Universities and Planned
Parenthood Federation.

“We are very happy
to welcome Melissa to
HCC,” said President
George Timmons. “I
know she will contin-
ue HCC’s commitment to
strengthening relationships
with alumni, donors, com-
munity partners, and regional
stakeholders while creating
new opportunities to support
student success and the future
of the college.”

Mills-Dick will begin
her new position on Sept. 14.

Hibernians,

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties, in
partnership with the Polish
National Credit Union, are
conducting a food drive
September-December 1for
Providence Ministries.

The drop-off location is
Rush Insurance [previous-
ly PNCU Insurance] at 270
Westfield Rd. in Holyoke.

PNCU hosting food drive

The Food Bank of
Western Massachusetts
estimated that approxi-
mately 61,000 people are
food insecure in Western
Massachusetts. Providence
Ministries needs food sup-
plies as the winter months
approaches. Suggested
drop-off items include
Chef Boyardee, pasta, mac
and cheese, tuna, soup, rice

baked beans, and cereal.

In addition to the food
drive efforts, every six
weeks the Ladies Order of
Hibernians and the Holy
Cross Cursillo Group of
Springfield make sandwiches
for Kate’s Kitchen.

Anyone interested in
supporting the sandwich pro-
gram, may call Rosalie Pratt
at 413-532-1677.

Indigenous Joyfest at Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE
Wistariahurst Museum will
be celebrating our 2026
Indigenous Joyfest, happen-
ing Sunday, Sept. 20, from
12 to 3 p.m. Join Andre
Strongbearheart Gaines Jr.,
Founder of No Loose Braids,
Sito Zapaktli, José Lugo,
Tracey-Mae Chambers, and
other indigenous presenters as
they share indigenous histo-
ry and culture through music,
art, and informative talks. This
event is geared towards learn-
ing and exploration, perfect
for people of all ages.

No Loose Braids has led
speaking engagements at edu-
cational centers and univer-

sities across Massachusetts,
given presentations, and led
social songs and dances at
public events. As a Nipmuc-
led organization, No Loose
Braids will highlight this
tribe, which is one of New
England’s most historic and
largest native communities.
Founder of No Loose Braids
Andre Strongbearheart Gaines
Jr. will be leading this year’s
Indigenous Joyfest. Andre has
many roles, including being a
father, public speaker, tradi-
tional dancer, and Indigenous
Activist for Indigenous rights.

During this event, visu-
al artist and a citizen of the
Métis Nation of Ontario

Tracey-Mae Chambers will
have her fiber art installa-
tion “Hope and Healing
Cross Border” on view in
Wistariahurst’s Music Room.
Chambers will discuss the
inspiration behind this piece
and how her large-scale fiber
installations focus on “collec-
tive grief, care, decoloniza-
tion, and remembrance within
public and institutional space.”

Indigenous Joyfest is part
of Wistariahurst’s Sensory
Friendly event series. Need to
take a break from the energy?
A low-sensory area will be
available to guests. This event
will be free and open to the
public.

BOH reports about West Nile Virus

HOLYOKE - The Board
of Health reports the pres-
ence of multiple West Nile
Virus-positive mosquitoes in
Holyoke over the past two
weeks.

A total of 18 West
Nile Virus positive mosqui-
toes have been trapped in
Hampshire and Hampden
counties: 5 in Hampshire,
13 in Hampden. Holyoke
and bordering communities
accounted for 15 virus-pos-
itive mosquitoes: 3 were
trapped in Holyoke, 1 in
Northampton, 6 in Chicopee,

2 in South Hadley and 3 in
West Springfield.

There have been 5 con-
firmed human infections
statewide, all in Suffolk and
Middlesex County.

As fall approaches,
the Board of Health states,
incidents of West Nile Virus
(WNYV) and Eastern Equine
Encephalitis may become
more common. Mosquitoes
are most prevalent at dawn
and dusk and in wooded and
swampy areas. Wearing long
sleeves and bug spray will
help deter mosquitoes, but

they are not 100% effective.
Standing water such as bird
baths, bins and buckets, old
tires left outside, and leaky
hoses provide a breeding
ground for mosquitoes and in
turn contribute to the spread
of mosquito-borne diseases.
A risk map can be
found at: https://www.mass.
gov/info-details/massachu-
setts-arbovirus-update and
information about the symp-
toms of WNV infection
here: https://www.cdc.gov/
west-nile-virus/signs-symp-
toms/index.html.

UCCH announces upcoming events

HOLYOKE — We're fall-
ing (get it?) for our
September events calendar
at the United Congregational
Church of Holyoke, with two
free events open to the pub-
lic.

First up 1is our
Community Meal on Friday,
Sept. 11 at 5 p.m., featur-
ing baked ziti, Italian meat-
balls, salad, rolls, and des-
sert, sponsored by Hamel’s
Catering in Holyoke. A

Family Movie follows at
6 p.m. All Are Welcome,
everyone eats, and it’s com-
pletely free.

L ove t o
sing? You’re in luck. MCS is
bringing back Karaoke Night
on Thursday, Sept. 17 from
5:30 to 7:30 pm. All ages and
abilities are welcome for an
evening of laughter, good
vibes, great music, and com-
munity. Free of charge.

The United

Congregational Church of
Holyoke is an Open and
Affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ.
We welcome all individuals,
regardless of where they are
on their journey. If you’d like
to learn more about UCCH,
please visit our website
at www.uccholyoke.org, find
us on Facebook or Instagram,
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

NAMI offering family program

Documentary reveals city’s

Salute to Holyoke
Day at The Big E

HOLYOKE — Salute
to Holyoke Day, an annu-
al celebration at the Eastern
States Exposition (The Big
E), will be observed on
Tuesday, Sept. 22.

The salute highlights
Holyoke’s history, business-
es, schools, and communi-
ty pride. The day includes
a Holyoke-themed parade
through the fairgrounds,
with residents, community

organizations, public offi-
cials, schools, and other rep-
resentatives coming together
to showcase the Paper City.

Mayor Joshua A.
Garcia said the observance
is an opportunity to have a
good time while celebrat-
ing Holyoke pride, the
city’s unique identity, and
Holyoke’s rich industrial,
cultural, migrant and immi-
grant history.
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HOLYOKE - NAMI
Western Massachusetts will
offer its NAMI Family-to-
Family Education Program
in person, starting Tuesday,
Sept. 15, from 6-8:30 p.m. in
Greenfield.

NAMI Family-to-
Family is a free, eight-ses-
sion educational program for
family, significant others and
friends of people with men-
tal health conditions.

It is a designated evi-

denced-based program. This
means that research shows

that the program significant- HOLYOKE - On

ly improves the coping and
problem-solving abilities of
the people closest to a per-
son with a mental health
condition.

NAMI Family-to-
Family is taught by NAMI-
trained family members who
have been there and includes
presentations, discussions,
and interactive exercises.

Wednesday, Sept. 16, at
6 p.m., Holyoke Media
will host a screening
of a short documenta-
ry titled “Wastewater
Infrastructure, Climate
Stressors & Adaptation
Plans: The City of Holyoke’s
MVP Journey.”

hidden infrastructure

The documentary high-
lights Holyoke’s hidden
infrastructure, spotlighting
public works operations, cli-
mate adaptation, and flood
controls.

The public is invited.
Holyoke Media is located at
1 Court Plaza (lower Suffolk
Street).

A PRAYER
TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Spirit, You who made me see everything
and showed me the way to reach my ideal.
You, who gave me the divine gift to forgive
and forget the wrong that is done to me and
you, who are in all instances of my life with
me. |, in this short dialogue want to thank
you for everything and confirm once more
that | never want to be separated from you
no matter how great the material desire may
be. | want to be with you and my loved ones
in your perpetual glory. Amen. Thank you
for your love towards me and my loved ones.
Persons must pray the prayer three consec-
utive days without asking your wish. After
third day wish will be granted no matter how
difficult it may be. Then promise to publish
this dialogue as soon as this favor is granted.
| will never stop trusting God and His power.

RE.J.

Our advertisers
make this
publication
possible.

Let them know you
saw their ad in the

Holyoke
Sun
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Church holding fall festival

HOLYOKE - St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, 485
Appleton Street, Holyoke
will hold their fall fes-
tival on Saturday, Sept.
26 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in
the Parish Hall.

There will be something
for everyone: Gift basket

raffles, 50/50 raffle, ven-
dors, plants, bake sale, and
a Cafe’. Free ample parking
is located behind the church
and all are welcome.

For more information,
please call Trudy Monson at
413-335-1145 or the Church
Office at 413-532-5060.

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!

Floyd Patterson
Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

Wednesday Night

5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner

6:30pm

Bar Bingo
$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325
want to wish everyone
a safe and happy summer
and we hope to see you all soon!

‘AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Ei

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325




HOLYOKE - Common
Wealth Murals (CWM) and
Nueva Esperanza will host a
Mural Unveiling and Ribbon
Cutting for a new Holyoke
mural, La Borinquefia, on
Saturday, Sept. 12 at 1 p.m.
The new mural is located
in the City’s newly-recog-
nized Puerto Rican Cultural
District, at the corner of
Hamilton and Main Streets in
South Holyoke.

Edgardo Miranda-
Rodriguez, comic book art-
ist and creator of the best-
selling superhero series
La Borinquena, will be in
attendance with his family
at the unveiling and Ribbon
Cutting, along with Holyoke
Mayor Joshua Garcia; State
Senator John Velis; State
Representative Pat Duffy;
Holyoke City Councilors;
and leadership from

Common Wealth Murals and
Nueva Esperanza.

The mural, La
Borinquefia, designed by
Miranda-Rodriguez and
Somos Arte Studios, hon-
ors the 10th anniversary of
Puerto Rico’s groundbreak-
ing superhero while recog-
nizing the imagination and
vision of her creator. The
mural celebrates Puerto
Rican heritage and the power
of storytelling and repre-
sentation, while bringing an
iconic contemporary Puerto
Rican superhero to the heart
of Holyoke’s Puerto Rican
community.

The Sept. 12 ribbon
cutting will celebrate the
completion of the mural
and recognize Miranda-
Rodriguez as a trailblazer
in comic book storytelling.
His independently published

La Borinquefia books have
become part of the per-
manent collection of the
Smithsonian and are taught
internationally in class-
rooms from primary schools
through graduate programs.
The mural was created
as part of Common Wealth
Murals’ Community Mural
Training, a hands-on pro-
fessional development pro-
gram that provides artists
with practical experience in
community-engaged mural
making. Participating artists
worked alongside CWM to
learn the process of produc-
ing large-scale public art,
from preparing and painting
mural panels to installation.
More than 100 Holyoke res-
idents helped to paint the
mural. The La Borinquefia
mural is one of several
murals created through the

training in Holyoke and
Springfield, building the
skills and experience of local
and regional artists while cre-
ating new public art rooted
in the communities where it
lives.

La Borinquefa debuted
in 2016 as an original super-
hero whose stories center
Puerto Rican identity, cul-
ture, history, environmental
justice, and social issues.
Over the past decade, the
character and Miranda-
Rodriguez’s work have
helped expand representation
within the comic book world
while inspiring readers to
see Puerto Rican stories and
experiences reflected in the
superhero genre.

In addition to being the
writer and creator of the La
Borinquefia superhero series,
Miranda-Rodriguez is the

recipient of Eisner’s
Humanitarian Award
for his philanthrop-
ic efforts via the
benefit antholo-
gy Ricanstruction:
Reminiscing &
Rebuilding Puerto
Rico featuring La
Borinquefia team-
ing up with Wonder
Woman, Superman,
Batman and
other DC Comics
heroes. Miranda-
Rodriguez
self-published this
anthology under
his own studio
Somos Arte Studios Inc. and
to date has raised close to a
quarter of a million dollars
for grassroots organizations
in Puerto Rico via the La
Borinquefia Grants Program.
Miranda-Rodriguez has also

In The News ¢

served

as an Arts Envoy for the
U.S. Department of State,
giving talks and leading
workshops throughout Latin
America about graphic nov-
els and social justice.

Chamber to hold social
event, Irish celebration

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— Join the West of the River
Chamber of Commerce
for a special social event
on Friday, Sept. 18 at West
Springfield Town Hall,
located at 26 Central St.,
West Springfield from 8 to
10 a.m.

The September
Morning Social will
include mingling with may-

ors, city councilors, and
economic development
members from County
Kerry, Ireland.

There will be a cele-
bration of Ireland with net-
working and fun all rolled
into one.

Registration is required
through the chamber’s
website or by contacting
the chamber.

Cider Donut Dash 5K to

HOLYOKE - Lace up
your sneakers on Saturday,
Sept. 26 at Ashley Reservoir,
where the community will
come together with purpose,
and for a sweet finish of
cider and donuts.

The 5K starts at the Elks
Club, 250 Whitney Avenue,
with runners starting at 10
a.m. and walkers at 10:05
am. A 1.5 mile fun run will
also be held.

Following the race there
will be cider donuts, fresh

apple cider, music and com-
munity connection.

The Alianza 5K: Cider
Donut Dash brings peo-
ple together to raise aware-
ness, support survivors, and
help build a future free from
domestic violence.

Run fast, walk with
friends, or bring the whole
family to cheer on the com-
munity. There’s a place for
everyone at the start line (and
plenty of donuts waiting at
the finish).

end domestic violence

Held just ahead of
October’s Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, this event
serves as a meaningful kick-
off by bringing the commu-
nity together to show up and
stand with survivors.

Registration fees now
through Sept. 24 are $45 for
adult 5K runners/walkers.
Prices increase at 1 a.m. on
Sept. 25 to $55 for adult 5K
runners/walkers and $35 for
youth under age 18.

Online registration clos-

es at 9 a.m. on Sept. 26. To
register, visit www.runreg.
com/Alianza.

Proceeds support
Alianza DV Services, whose
programs provide free and
confidential advocacy, shel-
ter, prevention, and sup-
port services to survivors of
domestic violence and their
families throughout our
region.

For more information
about Alianza DV Services,
visit www.alianzadv.org/.

‘Lighting the Way’ Oct. 1 event
to help support kids in foster care

AGAWAM -
MaryAnne’s Kids, a
fund benefiting youth in
the Center for Human
Development’s (CHD)
Foster Care program, will
host a special evening on
Thursday, Oct. 1 to support
local foster children and
transition-age youth, as well
as the families and commu-
nities who care for them.

At the event, which
will take place 5:30 to 8:30
p.m. at Crestview Country
Club in Agawam, guests
will enjoy delicious food,
live music, raffles, and
a brief award ceremony
to celebrate the impact of
MaryAnne’s Kids and the
dedication of those who
make this important work
possible.

MaryAnne’s Kids is
a special fund that helps
provide children and teens
in foster care and transi-
tion-age youth programs
the means to pursue special
interests in music, dance,
arts, sports, summer camps,
and other extracurricular
activities—opportunities
that are often unavailable
to many without addition-
al support. The fund was
named in honor of the late
MaryAnne Sadak-Eklof,
who devoted her life to
being a foster parent.

MaryAnne’s Kids helps
provide foster children and
youth with:

* Birthday celebrations
and gifts

* Holiday gifts

e Car seats, cribs, play-

pens, and other essential
furniture

e State ID fees
e Driver’s education

* School supplies and
education workshops

e Teen leadership
groups and enrichment
activities

* Museum visits, plays,
concerts, and other cultural
experiences

* School field trips

* After-school programs
and summer camps

e Sports registration
fees, uniforms, and equip-
ment

courses

e GED preparation
classes and exam fees

e Prom, graduation, and
job interview attire

e College textbooks and
education supplies

* Education stipends

* Specialized medical
equipment

* Medications not cov-
ered by insurance

* Emergency clothing
and hygiene products

$1200/week

207-607-9333

o Walk

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

Ledgewood Preserve Beach
o Close to Reid State Park

to Five Islands Wharf and

Memento Mori

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum will
be welcoming October with
a haunting exhibit all about
death and dying in the
Victorian era. Visitors will
see historic items relating
to mourning, while learning
what mourning customs were
common in the late 1800s.
Wistariahurst opens Memento
Mori just in time for spooky
season, on Oct. 1 from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m.

In the late 1880s, many
individuals perceived death
as an unavoidable reality, and
loss often affected their house-

Best
Pizza
in

Town

WE DELIVER!

@Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each
& 2 Liter Soda

$33.50 +Tax

holds. As societal perceptions
of mortality evolved, people
began seeking methods to
cope with their grief, leading
to intricate death and mourn-
ing rituals, some of which are
still practiced today. Disease
and death did not discrim-
inate between social classes
or gender, and many people
had to begin preparing for and
accepting the inevitability of
loss early in life. This exhib-
it uses historical clothing and
artifacts to let viewers explore
the life, death, and mourn-
ing customs of the late 19th
century. Attendees can view

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!!

Holyoke Pizza R

213 South Street, Holyoke

413.532.6666

@ Two 16” Grinders

@ Ten Wings
with French Fries

$17.99 +Tax

exhibit at Wistariahurst Museum

items from the Wistariahurst
Museum’s archives, along
with objects from the Storrs
House Museum and Archive
in Longmeadow, MA.

“It was fascinating to
research how mourning
impacted people during the
late 19th century, and how
many of the traditions they
started continue to this day,”
says exhibit curator Rachel
Powell. “It’s amazing to see
the similarities we have with
those who mourned so long
ago, and how we can connect
with them through the keep-
sakes they collected.”

You

Bring

with Bag of Chips
& Can of Soda

$25.99 +7ax

FOOTBALL SEASON IS BACK!!!

') One Large
1 Topping Pizza,

10 Buffalo Wings
& 2 Liter Soda

$32. 99 +Tax

&) One Party Size

Cheese Pizza,

One

Party Size

Pizza w/
3 Toppings
$29.99 +Tax

20 Buffalo Wings
& 2 Liter Soda

$44. 50 +Tax

[ R
e

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 ..... $8.95

DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

$ 14.25+ Tax

20 Wings & FREE 2

EXPRESS DELIVERY:

Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda................... $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda......ccccceememciinaennnns $12.99
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.................. $11.99
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda ................ $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda......c.cc.......... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $14.75
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ................... $15.50
10” Cheese PIZZA cc..nooocnnee e ccceeec e cnnaeas $8.95 Each Topping $1.75
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda ......cccc..... $10.99
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda.....ccoeevvvveeeen $10.99
@ 8” Grinder or Pita @ One Large @Large 1 Topping Pizza,
Pocket with Fries & 2 Topping Pizza &  Small Cheese Calzone,
FREE Can of Soda  FREE 2 Liter Soda 2 Liter Soda &

@)One Large 1 Topping Pizza,

$40. 99 +Tax
Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE COUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com

$2399 +Tax 10 Wings $4350 +Tax

@One Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$30.99 +7ax

Liter Soda

Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield
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By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

Why change Social

Security now? It’s a
working ‘Ponzi Scam.

Dear Rusty:

Maybe everybody has
the same reaction that I do
to Social Security insolven-
cy.

I do not understand a
system that has been basi-
cally run like a Ponzi Scam
since its inception; why
have you decided (in 2026-
2027) that now is the time
to change a perfectly good
Ponzi Scam.

In all reality, this began
with Babylon. I'm sure that
if you searched the meaning
of the words “Babylonian
money magic,” you would
understand what I'm talking
about.

If this is as good as the
Earth has, why would you
mess with a perfectly rot-
ten thing. Why would you
decide to change currencies
to some sort of fragile digi-
tal currency?

Signed: Skeptical Senior

Dear Skeptical Senior:

You touch on an item
that the Association of
Mature American Citizens
Foundation has dealt with
many times over the years,
specifically the notion that
Social Security has the
characteristics of a Ponzi
Scheme.

Our position in
response to that notion is
that Social Security was
created and operated with
full transparency with its
financial status, formulas
and long-term deficits com-
pletely and publicly docu-
mented and reported to the
President and Congress
annually.

Unlike the infamous
Charles Ponzi, the govern-
ment has a permanent pool
of contributors through
mandatory FICA and SECA
(self-employment) payroll
taxes and is designed to
remain in operation infinite-
ly as long as there’s a tax-
paying workforce.

Moreover, the Social
Security system is over-
seen by Congress, specif-
ically the Senate Finance
Committee and the
House Ways and Means
Committee, and the
Government Accountability
Office. The Social Security
Administration is subject to
routine hearings by these
congressional overseers
and maintains an indepen-
dent Office of the Inspector
General to ensure the integ-
rity of its financial opera-
tions.

Contrary to Ponzi vic-
tims, all participants retir-
ing from the workforce and
their dependents recover
their Social Security con-

CHECK OUT ALL THE

tributions via benefit pay-
ments, some more than
others based on their level
of participation in the sys-
tem. Also, contrary to Ponzi
Schemes, Social Security
was designed as a social
insurance system and has
operated successfully in that
mode for over nine decades.

What raises the notion
of a Ponzi Scheme compar-
ison these days is the loom-
ing insolvency facing Social
Security just six years from
now. This financial prob-
lem, however, has nothing
to do with fraud.

Rather, it is a function
of workforce demographics
and the fact that Congress
has long deferred corrective
action on a problem that
has been known for the past
four decades.

We sometimes
hear well intended, but
sometimes uninformed
comments from some
Washington politicians
invoking the Ponzi Scheme
reference, but we believe
that Congress is finally
waking up to the urgency.

And we also believe
Congress is now starting
to move seriously to set
a course for correction in
time to ward off the impact
of insolvency. AMAC is
proud to be a part of the
collective thinking current-
ly surfacing, and our Social
Security Guarantee is in
play as a plan to be consid-
ered.

We invite you to review
our SS reform plan (at
https://amac.us/social-secu-
rity-guarantee) and likewise
to stay tuned to our Social
Security Report website
(https://socialsecurityreport.
org/) where we post regu-
lar updates on a variety of
matters pertaining to Social
Security and retirement.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, Vvisit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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Teachable moments during preservation

had far too many

Iplans for a
long week-

end. There

were peaches

to can, apple-

sauce to make,

peppers to

roast and toma-

toes to turn into

sauce and salsa.

Oh yes, and cab-

bage to ferment

into sauerkraut.

Tis the season!

Someone once said that
it is important to “make hay
while the sun is shining.”
That is exactly what I did.

While T was at it I
came across a few teachable
moments, and that is what I
want to share with you today.

Some of my peaches
have brown rot and some had
split pits. Brown rot is a fun-
gal disease that leaves furry
brown areas on the fruit.

It can spread fast. One
day a small patch; the next
day half a fruit is infected.

Much like with apple
scab, sanitation will go a long

oug Moore of
Belchertown took
this photo of an

osprey protecting its young
from a red winged blackbird
at Lake Wallace on July 17.

The osprey, also known
as the fish hawk has the abil-
ity to dive into water to catch
fish. It also has the ability to
hover.

Ospreys are unusual
among hawks in possess-
ing a reversible outer toe
that allows them to grasp
with two toes in front and
two behind. Barbed pads on
the soles of the birds’ feet
help them grip slippery fish.
When flying with prey, an
osprey lines up its catch head
first for less wind resistance.

These hawks are excel-
lent anglers. Over several
studies, ospreys caught fish
on at least one in every four
dives with success rates
sometimes as high as 70%.
The average time they spent
hunting before making a
catch was about 12 minutes.

The osprey readily
builds its stick nest on man-
made structures such as tele-
phone poles, channel mark-
ers, duck blinds and nest
platforms designed especial-
ly for it. Such platforms have
become an important tool
in reestablishing ospreys in
areas where they had disap-
peared. In some areas nests
are placed almost exclusively

e
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by
Roberta Mcluaid

way to aid in prevention. Your
goal is to prevent disease
spores from overwintering.

Throw out any fallen
infected peaches. If peach-
es are clinging to the trees
well after harvest, pick these
“mummies” and get rid of
them too.

Rake up leaves that may
also carry the disease. If rak-
ing is unrealistic, mow under
the tree to encourage the
leaves to break down.

In late winter, prune to
encourage good air flow, a
paramount practice in dis-
ease prevention. Thin fruit
to four to five inches apart.

Osprey at nest.

on artificial structures.

Osprey eggs do not
hatch all at once. Rather, the
first chick emerges up to five
days before the last one. The
older hatchling dominates
its younger siblings and can
monopolize the food brought
by the parents.

If food is abundant,
chicks share meals in relative

Applications of fungicide can
assist, but I prefer the

natural route as much a

possible.

I encourage
you to do your
own research.

Split pit
on peaches
is new to me.
It was like the pit was
indeed split, and some-
times stuck in each side

of the fruit. From there,
rot can begin to take over.

Apparently split pit a
physiological issue. Too
much rain prior to harvest
could be the culprit especially
since spring and early sum-
mer were somewhat dry.

Watering during dry
spells, and applying a mulch
around the base of the tree to
conserve and even out mois-
ture can help.

While working with my
apples I observe a few clus-
ters of tiny dots here and
there, as well as patches of
gray over the apple’s skin.

See GARDEN, page 5

Photo by Doug Moore

harmony; in times of scarci-

ty, younger ones may starve
to death.

These birds may log
more than 160,000 migra-
tion miles during its 15 to
20-year lifetime. Scientists
track ospreys by strapping
lightweight satellite trans-

See BIRDS, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the Serving the ciy since 1995

Sun

We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli
thesun@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun
is published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@

©
{at

Turley®

Publications, Inc

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be

WEB
sun.turley.com

PHONE
(413) 283-8393

ADDRESS
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

| etters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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Applications open for HERizon program

SPRINGFIELD -
After a successful year in
which participants reported
increased confidence, stron-
ger friendships and mean-
ingful personal growth,
applications are now open
for HERizon, the Hampden
District Attorney’s Office’s
free leadership and empower-
ment program for high school
girls across Hampden County.

Designed to help young
women develop confidence,
leadership skills and last-
ing connections, HERizon
provides participants with
mentorship, engaging dis-
cussions, interactive activ-
ities and opportunities to
learn from female profes-
sionals and community
leaders. The program meets
bi-weekly at the Hampden
District Attorney’s Office
in Springfield and is led by
young women who serve in
a variety of roles throughout
the District Attorney’s Office.
Throughout the program, stu-
dents explore topics includ-
ing healthy relationships,

confidence, mental wellness,
women’s health, self-advoca-
cy and navigating challenges
both in school and beyond.

“HERizon is about help-
ing young women recognize
their own potential and giving
them the tools and support to
become confident leaders in
their schools and communi-
ties,” said Hampden District
Attorney Anthony D. Gulluni.
“When young women feel
empowered to use their voic-
es, advocate for themselves
and support one another, the
impact extends far beyond
the classroom. Programs like
HERizon are an investment in
the future of our community.”

The program continues
to make a meaningful impact
on participants. At the conclu-
sion of this year’s program,
in an anonymous survey,
participants rated their over-
all experience 4.8 out of 5,
while 100% said HERizon
helped them grow as a per-
son.

Participants described
HERizon as a place where

they felt supported, encour-
aged, and comfortable being
themselves. Feedback on the
survey included:

“It was a breath of fresh
air to connect with other girls
face to face and build a com-
munity.”

“Everyone was SO sup-
portive and passionate. I
loved this group and the
friendships that were built.”

“I loved being able to
open up. Besides my own
room, I feel like this was the
room [ was most comfort-
able.”

Many also said the pro-
gram helped them become
more confident, set healthier
boundaries and step outside
their comfort zones.

“My confidence is so
much better.”

“I’ve been able to
set boundaries for myself
without having to feel bad
about it.”

“I’ve become more of a
girl’s girl, combined with so
much more confidence.”

Participants cited discus-

sions on confidence, healthy
relationships, positive self-
talk, self-love and women’s
health among their favorite
topics, along with hands-
on experiences like a car
maintenance workshop and
opportunities to connect with
peers from across Hampden
County.

HERizon is open to
high school girls through-
out Hampden County
and is offered at no cost.
Applications for the upcom-
ing program are now being
accepted.

Questions about the
program may be directed
to Halie Matthew at Halie.
Matthew @mass.gov.

In The News ¢

Friends of Veterans
Memorial Cemetery
seeking board members

AGAWAM - The Friends
of the Massachusetts Veterans
Memorial Cemetery at
Agawam announce their
upcoming meeting. The pub-
lic is welcome to attend.

Event Details: The
meeting will take place
Wednesday, Sept. 17 at the
Agawam Senior Center, 954
Main Street. Doors
open at 5:30 for the
6 p.m. meeting. A S

[
For easy access,
enter the lower |}
level through the A

back entrance.

We are now
accepting nom-
inations for the g
2027 Board of |
Directors. The 7\
members. All & ag
nominations
must be submitted

board is com-
prised of seven
by the date of the

.
T

meeting or in person during
the meeting. Self-nominations
are welcome. If you are
self-nominating, you may
provide a short bio with your
submission to help mem-
bers learn more about your
background and interest in
serving on the board. To sub-
mit nominations prior to the
meeting, please submit your
information using the Contact
Us section in the footer of our
website at: https://www.aga-
wamfriends.org/.
Community members
and supporters are encour-
aged to attend to hear
updates about “The
Friends” activities and
participate in the nom-
ination process.
Please contact
us with any questions
via our website https://
www.agawamfriends.
org/ or email us at aga-
wamfriends @ gmail.com.

GARDEN, from page 4

These are summer diseas-
es known as fly speck and
sooty blotch respectively.

Both occur after lots
of rain and humidity.
Unfortunately all apples are
susceptible to them, but the
good news is that they only
mar the apple’s good looks;
it doesn’t penetrate the skin
nor will it affect its taste.

Some elbow grease will
likely rub it off. To reduce
the likelihood of your apples
getting these diseases prune
for good air flow (it will dry
out fruit faster after a rain)
and remove nearby wild
blackberry canes (the diseas-
es overwinter here).

I talked about peppers
and tomatoes not that long
ago, but I do have to say that
I am upset that I had what
feels like one round of pep-
pers. There are no little pep-
per replacements anywhere
on most of my plants.

I know my rock edged
raised beds get hot, and tend
to dry out quickly, so per-

haps that is the culprit for
“some then done.” Drought
then a deluge could force the
blossoms to fall off.

I'll be sure to keep this
in the forefront of my mind
as I plan next year’s gar-
den. Soaker hoses and more
organic matter may help.

As I was processing the
tomatoes I stopped twice to
save some of the seeds of
two of my favorites. If you
grew open pollinated, non
hybrid tomatoes and plan to
start your own seeds indoor
next spring, you’d be silly
not to save your own seeds!

Cut open a tomato —
scoop out the goop and put
it in a small jar with a few
drops of water. Wait a few
days until mold forms on top
and then dump into a sieve
and separate out the seeds.

Allow to dry on paper
towel and then store in an
envelope marked with the
variety and date. You just
saved yourself some cash,
too!

The only thing I have
to say about my cabbage is

that I wish I had grown more
of it. All of my Crucifers —
broccoli, cabbage and kale
worked out so tremendously
well under insect netting that
I will definitely grow it that
way again next year.

No worms at all.
Planting a few early cabbag-
es and some later ones was
smart to spread out the kraut.

Next year I'll just add a
few more to my plot.

Alas, the harvest sea-
son is in full swing. I am so
incredibly grateful for my
garden and what I can pre-
serve for use in the off sea-
son.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @ tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.

BIRDS, from page 4

mitters to the birds’ backs.

The devices pinpoint an
osprey’s location to with-
in a few hundred yards and
last for two or three years.
During 13 days in 2008,
one osprey flew 2,700 miles
from Martha’s Vineyard,
Massachusetts to French
Guiana, South America.

The oldest known
osprey was at least 25 years,
two months old and lived in
Virginia. It was banded in
1973 and found in 1998.

Glossy ibis
On July 13 Doug Moore

saw a glossy ibis at Lake
Wallace. They expand-
ed their range over the past
century from the southeast-
ern United States to include
much of eastern North
America.

At a distance the glossy
ibis looks uniformly dark,
but a closer look in sunlight
reveals deep maroon, emer-
ald, bronze and violet feath-
ers.

Large flock of grackles

I saw a large flock of
grackles in late August. I
did not count them, but there
were at least 50, probably
more.

They flew from one

side of the road to the other.
I stopped the car and wait-
ed for them to safely pass.
There were stragglers and
some flew behind the car as
well as in front of it. Seeing
them reminded me that the
fall migrations are happening
or at least the birds are gath-
ering in flocks to make their
journeys south.

Some species of birds
travel long distances to their
winter habitat. Ospreys are
just one of many that travel
thousands of miles.

People may report a bird
sighting by emailing edown-
er@turley.com or calling or
texting 774-262-5882.

Rev. Duy Le

OFFICE HOURS:

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

Blessed Sacrament Parish

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

CHURCH

v
N \\!//f,’/

S,

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

DIRECTORY == - =—

Your =2
Community

Church
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Longtime Vogue editor
Wintour

5. A Spanish title of
respect

10. A way of looking

12. Properly

14. Rolled steel

16. Not down

18. Law degree

19. Consume food

stage
22. 0ld world, new
23. Dispense justice
25. Stiff hair-like structure
26. Ethiopia
27. Cool!
28. Father

of sports
31. Holm oak
33. Be united
35. Rattling breaths

20. Intermediate ecological

30. An enthusiastic devotee

37. Supermarket chain

38. Provided with a quality

40. Samoan monetary unit

41, Swiss river

42, Hill (Celtic)

44, Have already done

45. ATM company

48. Syngman __, Korean
president

50. Very willing

52. Arctic explorers (abbr.)

53. Food listings

55. Bachelor’s place to
crash

56. Big Blue

57. Sports magazine

58. Relating to a place
north of south of the
equator

63. Female follower of
Bacchus

65. A type of laugh

66. Slovenly women

67. Large jug

CLUES DOWN
1. Boxing’s GOAT
2. Zero
3. Midway between north
and
northeast
4. Concurred
5. Added flavor
6. Amount of time
7. Eggs of parasitic insects
8. S-shaped moldings
9. Atomic #45
10. __ d’art: small artistic
item
11. A godparent’s “kids”
13. Nocturnal burrowing
lizard
15. Hit lightly
17. Aircrafts
18. Witness
21. Alluding to something
23. Take to the limit
24. Baglike structure in a
plant or animal

217. Start over

29. Administered

32. Romanian monetary unit

34. Unit of liquid capacity

35. Equips with weapons
again

36. Disney town

39. Female deer

40. Title of respect

43. A place to go rafting

44, A way to conclude

46. Type of television

47. Georgia rockers

49. Leonhard __, Swiss
mathematician

51. Slang for gun

54, River in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

59. Bar bill

60. Small, gray-headed
crow

61. Frozen water

62. Norwegian krone

64. Commercial

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 6

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church

Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
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» InThe News

Volunteers set for cleanups of sectlons of rlver shores

WESTFIELD -
Volunteers along the Westfield
River and its streams will
join cleanup crews across
four states on Saturday,
Sept. 19 (and Saturday, Oct.
10 for Agawam) to clean up
Westfield River sections of the
Connecticut River watershed.

Mark Damon, presi-
dent of the Westfield River
Watershed Association
(WRWA) is coordina-
tor of the cleanup. “Our
volunteers combine with
the Connecticut River
Conservancy’s volunteers
and many other smaller
organizations to clean up the
Connecticut River watershed
from its source all the way
to the sea. Groups like ours
take a Saturday morning and
use it to make a significant
difference in our watershed.”

For 70 years, the
Watershed Association
has worked to clean the
banks and the waters of the
once-polluted Westfield
River. “The Westfield River
and its watershed is so much
cleaner than it used to be,
largely thanks to our vol-
unteers,” continues Damon.
“There’s still more that we
can do, however. Think
globally, act locally — here’s
your chance.”

There are thousands
of people who live near the
Westfield River and can
access it for fishing, picnick-
ing, walking, paddling and
even swimming. “We’ll have
small groups working at dif-
ferent sites along the river.
When groups like families

or teams volunteer, we keep
them together. We’re glad
to work with the community
to keeping it clean and invit-
ing.” Damon, who teaches
at Westfield State University
and Holyoke Community
College, invites his students
to join in. “Young adults are
especially helpful in provid-
ing the muscle that we need
to move some of the big-
ger items we find. Over the
years, we have hauled out
tires, baby carriages, mat-
tresses, bicycles, applianc-
es. Almost anything can get
dumped thoughtlessly—and
illegally.”

According to Sheryl
Becker, the other WRWA
clean-up coordinator. “We
definitely make a differ-
ence. Decades ago, the river
ran pink or yellow or green
depending on the color of the
dyes and chemicals being
dumped into it. Now it’s
swimmable. We are always
pleased to find that sites we
return to are now so clean that
it only takes a couple of peo-
ple an hour or so to pick up
the area. If we could get rid
of those “nips” [small plas-
tic adult-beverage bottles,]
cleanups would go even more
quickly.” She also notes,
“Due to the traffic from Big
E, the Agawam clean-up at
Pynchon Point is scheduled
for Saturday, Oct. 10.”

The WRWA is part
of the Connecticut River
Conservancy which spon-
sors the annual Source to
Sea Cleanup, a volunteer
network spanning four states

that cares for the Connecticut
River and its tributaries.
Damon’s vintage bright
blue tee shirt proudly pro-
claims: Hard Work. Real
Fun. True Impact. “It’s a
great cause—Kkeeping our
environment clean—and
everyone is welcome,” adds
Becker. “Mostly we just
clean up along the banks of
our rivers and streams. We
find all kinds of garbage
from old tires to plastic bot-

Volunteers will be doing cleanups along the Westfield River Sept. 19 and Oct. 10

tles and snack wrappers. The
Westfield River always looks
so good when we are done.”
Becker is passionate
about river cleanup work.
“Our watersheds are critical
resources that must be pro-
tected and preserved, so we
give certain areas along the
banks a good cleaning two
to three times a year. A clean
river is critical to biodiversity
and clean water. If we don’t

keep it clean no one else
will! So please join us and
unite with fellow river-lov-
ers...it’s both fun and reward-
ing.”

WRWA welcomes peo-
ple joining them for the
morning on Saturday, Sept.
19 (Westfield) or Saturday,
Oct. 10 (Agawam) to prereg-
ister if possible by contacting
the coordinator for their area.
Volunteers for the Fall 2026

Westfield River cleanup will
gather at 9 a.m., meeting in
Westfield in the public park-
ing lot at the end of Meadow
Street near the green bridge.
In Agawam (on Oct. 10)
volunteers will meet at
the Pynchon Point park-
ing lot near the South End
bridge circle on River Road.
WRWA will distribute gloves
and trash bags, offer safety
tips, then send off site teams.

Submitted photos
Volunteers are needed to help
with the cleanups.

Organizers target watershed
sites in Westfield, Russell,
Huntington, West Springfield
and Agawam. Assignments
are generally completed
about noon or 1pm.

Everyone is welcome;
children must be supervised
by an adult. WRWA will
arrange with local communi-
ties for pickup of trash and
debris recovered at each site.
For questions, contact Mark
Damon regarding Westfield
locations at markjdamon @
gmail.com or Sheryl Becker
for Agawam area sites at
sherlearth69 @gmail.com.

The Westfield River
Watershed Association was
established in 1953 to pro-
tect and improve the natural
resources of the watershed, as
well as to expand recreational
and other land use opportu-
nities for people’s enjoyment
and for sound ecology.

Cooper’s Gifts taking donations for TJO Animals

AGAWAM - For a
limited time, Cooper’s
Gifts, Apparel, Home of
Agawam, Mass., is accept-
ing shelter supply donations
for Foundation for TJO
Animals, which is locat-
ed at 237 Memorial Drive,
Springfield, MA 01104.

The Foundation for
TJO Animals raises funds to
provide resources and sup-
port for critical veterinary
care and enrichment for the
animals at the Thomas J
O’Connor Animal Control
and Adoption Center. The
center serves Springfield,
Chicopee, and Holyoke.
They are a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization. Donations will
be collected at Cooper’s
now through September
30. “We invite everyone
to help out the animals at
TJO and be entered to win

a $100 Cooper’s Gift Card.”
said Kate Gourde, owner
of Cooper’s Gifts, Apparel,
Home.

Items to keep the shel-
ter clean and well stocked;
paper towels, bleach, pet
food, treats, toys and litter,
are their current needs. “We
hope that while people are
out purchasing items for
themselves, that they will
consider picking up a few
extras for the Foundation for
TJO Animals. And, you’ll
be entered into our raffle!”
said Gourde.

“We will swap a raffle
entry for every item donated
to the Foundation for TJO
Animals. One lucky winner
of a $100 Cooper’s gift card
will be notified on October
1st. Entry tickets can also
be purchased at the store for
$1 each, or 6 tickets for $5.

All ticket sales will also be
donated to the Foundation
for TJO Animals. Especially
for people outside the
Greater Springfield area,
it’s easier for them to bring
donations here.” Gourde
said. Items may be brought
to the shop anytime up until
Sept. 30. Cooper’s is located
at 161 Main St., Agawam.
“This drive
coincides with
Foundation for
TJO Animals as
our September
Round-Up
charity;
so, it’s the
perfect time
to spread
the word
about their mis-
sion and really
help them out,”
Gourde said.

Job Connection

HELPING YOU FIND HELP

If you have job postings to fill,
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions
you have available in our Job Gonnection!

Each week this available jobs section
will run in your community newspapers.
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Each month Gourde chooses
a local charity to receive the
profits of the store’s Round-
Up Program through which
customers are invited to
round up their purchase total
to the nearest dollar amount.
Gourde will then match
50% of the total collected.
The program has donated

more than $69,000 to
local organizations
since its incep-
tion in 2014.
More infor-
mation on
the Round
Up pro-
gram and
how to nom-
inate a charity
may be found
on Cooper’s
website www.
coopersgifts.

com/round-up/.

Learn about volunteering at
Harmony House Sept. 12

CHICOPEE -
Harmony House of Western
Massachusetts, located in
Chicopee, is a home offering
compassionate hospice care
to individuals in the final
stages of their lives. If you
might be interested in provid-
ing care and companionship
to our residents, organizing
special projects to engage our
residents, or supporting our
fundraising efforts, we invite
you to meet with our staff
and current volunteers to find
out more about how you can
help.

Volunteers are a
vital part of the mission of
Harmony House, providing
a loving home and consider-
ate care and companionship
for hospice patients in need.
With your support, we can
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OBITUARY POLICY

$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75" x 15.75"

$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Turle 't)

Publlcatlons Inc.

snuuva senu 'Zuvev letter and resume to
Wnofhardwick, co,
or send tn Po Box 575 Gilbertvillg, M? 01031,

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,
get the third week FREE

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities
Agawam Advertiser News « Barre Gazette « Chicopee Register « Country Journal

The Journal Register « Quaboag Current « The Register « Sentinel

The Holyoke Sun « Town Reminder « Ware River News  The Wilbraham-Hampden Times
www.turley.com

Contact Wendy wdelcamp®@turiey.com or 413.283.8393
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Turley Publications offers two types of
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

help our neighbors face life’s
end with peace and dignity
and allow their loved ones to
step out of the caregiver role
and focus on cherishing their
remaining time together.

On Saturday, Sept. 12
from 10:30 a.m. to noon, at
the Chicopee Public Library,
449 Front Street, come and
meet members of the Board
of Directors and current
volunteers to learn more
and have your questions
answered by those who are
directly involved in resi-
dent care. If interested in
learning more or becoming
a volunteer, please complete
the online volunteer applica-
tion form at www.harmony-
housewma.org/volunteer-1 or
email us at admin@harmony-
housewma.org.

St. Joseph’s
community pot
roast dinner

WESTFIELD - St.
Joseph’s National Catholic
Church at 73 Main Street in
Westfield is hosting a com-
munity pot roast dinner on
Sept. 13 at 12 noon. Dinner
will feature tender Pot Roast,
home-made mashed pota-
toes with beef gravy, glazed
carrots, and Chocolate cake.
Included are Coffee, Ice Tea
and Bottled Water.

Tickets are $18 for
adults and $10 for children
under 12. For tickets, con-
tact CIiff at (413) 977-2007.
The deadline for purchasing
tickets is Sept. 10. A limited
number of Meals-To-Go will
be available at 12:30 p.m.
When buying your tickets,
please indicate if take-out.
Everyone is welcome

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Boys soccer set
for season

HOLYOKE - Practices
picked up last week for
Holyoke boys soccer as
they looked to get ready
to start the regular season.
Holyoke’s first game was on
Sept. 9.

They are back in
action on Friday, Sept.
11 at Southwick at 5:30 p.m.
Their first home game is
scheduled for Tuesday, Sept.
15 against Pathfinder
at4 p.m.

Boys soccer practices continued last week.

The Knights
were set to
open the

season earlier
this week.

Patrick Smith 0’Connor sends a pass away.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
The Knights are looking to get back into tournament contention this year.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Andres Conde delivers a pitch for the Knights. pitch.

Pete Moulin sends a pitch away for the

Dirt Dogs.

Tory Buck takes a swing and fouls off a

Dirt Dogs take Pioneer Valley championship

SOUTH HADLEY
- On Aug. 22 at
Beachgrounds Park, after
trailing earlier in the game,
the Dirt Dogs came back to
defeat the Knights 7-5 to
sweep a best-of-three game
championship series to win
the Pioneer Valley Baseball
League’s title for 2026.

This was the first year
of Pioneer’s merger with
the Quabbin Valley Baseball
League. The merger includ-

ed the addition of the Blue
Jays to bring the league to
Six teams.

The Dirt Dogs had
Pioneers best record of 19-2
in the regular season and
the Dirt Dogs went on to
win five consecutive games
in the double elimination
playoffs. The Knights went
16-4 in the regular season
and were defeated in win-
ner’s bracket of the play-
offs by the Dirt Dogs. They

would go on to beat the
Wolves 2-1 in 11 innings
in the elimination final to
make it to the champion-
ship series for a rematch
with the Dirt Dogs. The
Dirt Dogs won the cham-
pionship opener 18-4 at
Mackenzie Stadium in
Holyoke on Aug. 18.

Pioneer will have a
four-team fall league for the
first time, which begins on
Sept. 12.

Final tune- -up for football

Holyoke gets

ready to return the i

ball on kickoff.

HOLYOKE - Last
Saturday morning, Holyoke
High School football hosted
West Springfield for scrim-
mage. It was Holyoke’s final
scrimmage of the preseason.
The Knights are in action
for the first time in the reg-
ular season on Saturday
morning against Chicopee
Comprehensive at 11 a.m.
at Szot Park. Holyoke’s first
home game is on Thursday,
Sept. 24 against Agawam.

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli
Left, the defensive line goes on
the attack. Below, the offense
runs a play.

The Holyoke defense goes after a ball carrier in heavy traffic.
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany.

Call John at (413)206-6509.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING

LAND CLEARING

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot
clearing, perimeter clearing,
1-5+ acres & stumping.

Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &

Part-Time Custodian
The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for
the position of custodian. Duties include
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming,
and mopping floors, cleaning windows,
taking out trash and restocking supplies.

Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882- ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
0178 sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

MISCELLAN EOUS Free estimates on phone.

2021 QUALITY
CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions:
18'Lx8.5'Hx10.5'W. Previously owned
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza.
For more information call
413-289-1211.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LAWN & GARDEN

- - MA License #8101A1. Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. Bath remodeling. 30 years experience. i R - ,
?F:!Egr gg‘g A(‘:'ngz? Over 30 Years Experience. Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per- ?; rrt]otl?:se ,pgro \Tvebgc efited, $17.50 per hour,
Offering Senior Citizen formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 Job applications can be found on the Town
& Military Discounts of Ware website https://www.townof-
ARA JUNK HOME Call 413-279-1050 ware.com under Human Resources, at
FURNITURE IMPROVEMENT RUBBISH the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
REMOVAL cation or resume to resumes@townof-

REMOVAL ware.com. AA/EOE

by

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

ESTATE SALE

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-

MILL POND ESTATES,
THORNDIKE, MA 01079
Michael Drive.
Community-wide tag sale,
9am-4pm,

Sept 12. & Sept. 13,
rain or shine.

bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-

WANTED TO BUY

INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.

(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cultting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

HEADS UP LAWN
SPRINKLERS LLC.

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup,
Call Paul Amherst”

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-

ect too small, free estimates, service up-

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watch-
es, military cameras, sports
memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting,
advertising, radios, ham radio
equipment, audio equipment,
toys, one item or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectricllc.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC

All types of electrical work. Fully insured.
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates.
Lic. #14960A.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall »
Painting ¢ & more!

(413) 687-5552/

BOB ROBILLARD'S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HELP WANTED:
General maintenance. Good pay.
413-297-1513, Les.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

The Town of Oakham
is seeking a dependable individual
to serve as a
PART-TIME CUSTODIAN
for the Oakham Town Hall and Library.
Position Details:
* Approximately 5-7 hours per week
* $20.35 per hour
* Responsible for general cleaning and
custodial duties at the Town Hall
and Library
Interested candidates should email
admin@oakham-ma.gov
for further information and town
employment application.
The Town of Oakham is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

wiuwseurs
MODLERELD
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Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

413-533-8867 \_
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
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FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| CemaEa
e

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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Racing heats up Stafford Motor Speedway

STAFFORD SPRINGS,
CT - With Stafford Motor
Speedway approaching its
final races of the 2026 sea-
son, drivers are quickly run-
ning out of time to either
establish themselves as a
championship contender, or
make a move up in the stand-
ings before the season ends.
Here is a division by division
breakdown of how each of
Stafford’s five weekly divi-
sions has played out thus far
in 2026:

SK Modified® Division

Stafford’s premier week-
ly division sees Keith Rocco
on track to claim a fifth
career track championship.
A fifth SK track title would
tie Rocco with Bob Potter for
the second most in Stafford
history, trailing only the late
great Ted Christopher with 9
SK titles.

Todd Owen kicked off
the 2026 season with what
was his first SK Modified®
feature win since Sept. 2024.
Owen, defending SK track
champion Jon Puleo, and
Tyler Chapman all took turns
holding the SK point lead in
the early stages of the sea-

son, but Rocco’s consistency
sees him currently holding
a 66-point advantage over
Puleo with Marcello Rufrano
and Owen tied for third, 86
points behind. Rocco took
the point lead for the first
time following the July 10
feature event and he has not
relinquished the lead since.
Rocco heads into the Sept.
4 Paradiso Insurance LM 50
program riding a streak of 10
consecutive top-8 finishes,
but all it would take is one
bad night for Rocco for his
comfortable 66 point margin
to disappear.

Late Model Division

Stafford’s Late Model
division is the tightest
championship fight going
at Stafford with the top-8
drivers spread less than 50
points, or one race win,
apart. Five different driv-
ers have each held the Late
Model point lead at some
point during the 2026 sea-
son. Chris Buffone opened
the season with a victory in
the NAPA Spring Sizzler and
after losing the point lead to
Kevin Gambacorta and then
Chris Meyer, Buffone was

back on top before Adam
Gray took over the lead fol-
lowing the June 12 feature
event. Gambacorta would
swap the lead with both Gray
and Meyer once more before
Gray went back into the lead
following the July 10 feature
event and he has held the
lead ever since. Much like
Keith Rocco in Stafford’s
SK Modified® division,
Gray is racing for what
would be a fifth career Late
Model track title at Stafford.
Meyer goes into the final
4 races trailing Gray by 10
points, Gambacorta is third
24 points behind, Wayne
Coury, Jr. is fourth, 34 points
behind, Michael Bennett
is fifth, 40 points behind,
Darrell Keane and Buffone
are tied for sixth 42 points
behind and defending track
champion Paul Varricchio, Jr.
is eighth, 46 points behind.
SK Light Division
Stafford’s SK Light
division has seen its 2026
season evolve into a story
of two dominant seasons.
Chris Matthews opened the
season with a victory in the
NAPA Spring Sizzler and

looked like he would have
things on cruise control as
he posted podium finishes in
the first 7 races with 1 win,
5 second place, and 1 third
place finish among those 7
races. Although Matthews
has added 3 more wins to
his season total since that
streak, he has also finished
outside the top-15 five times
since then and he has fallen
to 4th in the standings, 66
points behind Nick Anglace.
Anglace has been the
other hot SK Light driv-
er during the 2026 season,
racking up 7 wins over the
first 17 races. Anglace’s
win total trails only Ryan
Waterman, who has 10 wins
in the Street Stock division,
for the most feature wins at
Stafford this season. Former
SK Light champion Tyler
Barry has quietly kept him-
self in contention for a sec-
ond track title, holding the
point lead himself for sev-
eral weeks before Anglace
took over the top spot in the
standings. Barry has yet
to win a race in 2026, but
he is the co-division leader
with 11 top-5 and 14 top-10

finishes this season. Barry
goes into the Sept. 4 race 20
points behind Anglace with
Daltin McCarthy, who scored
his first career SK Light vic-
tory earlier this season, sit-
ting third, 42 points behind.
Limited

Late Model Division

Jason Lafayette opened
the Limited Late Model
season with victory in the
NAPA Spring Sizzler, which
vaulted him into the early
season point lead. Lafayette
would hold the point lead
until the middle of June
when Jeremy Lavoie took
over the top spot. Lavoie
and Lafayette traded the
point lead several times
with former track champi-
on Rich Hammann also
taking the lead for a week
before Lavoie went back to
the front, where he remains
going into the Sept. 4 fea-
ture event. Lavoie is seek-
ing what would be his fourth
career track championship
in the Limited Late Model
division and he leads Norm
Root, III, who is still look-
ing for his first win of the
2026 season, by 10 points.

Lafayette and Hamman are
currently tied for third in the
standings, 28 points behind
Lavoie.

Street Stock Division

The Street Stock divi-
sion has been a one-man
wrecking crew in 2026 as
Ryan Waterman has abso-
lutely dominated the com-
petition. Waterman has
amassed 10 wins over the
first 16 races this season to
see himself 48 points clear
of Brent Gleason in second
place. Waterman has been
so dominant this season that
he has finished 15 of the 16
races this season in the top-4
with the lone blemish on his
record a 17th place finish
in the July 31 feature event.
Gleason has yet to win this
season but he is the only
driver to have recorded a top-
10 finish in each of the first
16 races. Jason Raymond
is currently third in the
standings with 3 victories
and he is 58 points behind
Waterman. The only other
driver within 100 points of
Waterman is PJ Evans who
is fourth in the standings, 96
points behind.

Thunderbirds announces series of promotional themes

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
are excited to unveil a
stacked promotional and
theme schedule for the
2026-27 AHL season, mark-
ing the 100th anniversary of
professional hockey in the
City of Firsts. This year’s
promo calendar blends
fan-favorite traditions with
new giveaways and nev-
er-before-seen surprises
sure to delight T-Birds fans
of all ages.

“As we celebrate the
100th anniversary of pro-
fessional hockey here
in Springfield, we take
immense pride in knowing
this game has been a staple
of our community for a cen-
tury—and in the atmosphere
we’ve cultivated for fans of

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0999EA
Estate of:

Lawrence Emil Jodoin
Also known as:
Larence E Jodoin
Date of Death: 11/17/2024

CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for S/A - Formal
Probate of Will with Appoint-
ment of Personal Represen-
tative has been filed by John J
Ferriter of Holyoke, MA re-
questing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested in
the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
John J Ferriter of Holyoke,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve With Corporate Sure-
ty on the bond in unsupervised
administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/29/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

all ages,” said Thunderbirds
President Nathan Costa.
“Our mission has always
been to create traditions and
marquee nights that people
look forward to year after
year—blending pop culture,
meaningful community ini-
tiatives, and inventive, spir-
ited experiences that make
every game memorable.
Thanks to our incredible
fans, the Thunderdome has
grown into one of the most
electric environments in
the league, and that passion
and deep connection to our
fanbase continues to fuel
everything we do.”

Once again this sea-
son, fans should note that
all Saturday home games
will kick off with 6:05 p.m.
puck drops, along with one

ADMINISTRATION UNDER
THE MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: September 01, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
09/11/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No. HD26P1886EA
Estate of: Wayne P Kroll
Date of Death:

July 24, 2026
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Jessica L
Provost of Chicopee, MA

Jessica L Provost of
Chicopee, MA has been infor-
mally appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the

Wednesday night matchup
on March 10. Paid parking
will continue to be avail-
able throughout the season
at the nearby Convention
Center CarPark, and The
Landing—the outdoor plaza
next to the CarPark—will
be open and activated for
select nights during the sea-
son. Fans seeking free park-
ing can still take advantage
of the MGM Springfield
garage.

The puck drops on
Saturday, Oct. 10, with
Opening Night presented
by MGM Springfield as
the T-Birds welcome the
Laval Rocket to town as
head coach Steve Ott and
captain Chris Wagner leads
their squad into an exciting
new season. Ahead of puck

drop, fans can stop by The
Landing for the Community
Bank N.A. season-opening
Block Party, presented with
support from the Springfield
BID, from 3:00 to 5:00
p.m., featuring live music
by Fever, food & drink, and
plenty of energy to launch
another unforgettable sea-
son. The T-Birds are poised
to celebrate an 11th consec-
utive Opening Night sellout
inside the Thunderdome.

In addition to the
appearances and themes
below, fans can expect to
see specialty jerseys cor-
responding to the follow-
ing themes: Teddy Bear
Toss, Heritage Night, Ice-
O-Topes Night, Pink in
the Rink, and St. Patrick’s
Day.

administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

09/11/2026

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
INVITATION TO BID
IMPROVEMENTS AT
SCOTT TOWER
Bid #2027-4P

The City of Holyoke invites
sealed bids for IMPROVE-
MENTS AT SCOTT TOWER,
Bid#2027-4P, Holyoke, MA in
accordance with documents pre-
pared by GZA GeoEnvironmen-
tal, Inc.

The work under this con-
tract shall include the redevel-
opment of the landscape at the
base of Scott Tower. Site work
shall include demolition, cast-
in-place cement concrete stairs
and ramps; repairs to existing
concrete slab; stone masonry, re-
pointing of existing stone mason-
ry; integral colored and stamped
concrete pavement; bituminous
concrete pavement; furnishment
and installation of hand railings
and guard rails; landscaping; re-
moval and replacement of spiral
staircase; graffiti removal and
anti-graffiti coating application;
and all ancillary work as depict-
ed in the drawings and specifica-
tions.

Beginning at 10:00 AM on
September 9, 2026, all Project
documents will be distributed by
the City of Holyoke in electron-
ic format only. Submit requests
for documents to Jaime Morrow,

Chief Procurement Officer, at
morrowj@holyoke.org between
the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30
PM. Requests shall include firm
name and address, contact name
and title, email address, and tele-
phone number. This project may
be funded in whole or part with
federal funds. Bidding proce-
dures shall be in accordance with
the provisions of M.G.L. c. 149,
§§44A through 44J, as amended.

A non-mandatory Pre-Bid
briefing will begin on September
16, 2026 at 10:00 AM beginning
in the parking lot at Community
Field near the playground. From
there, bidders may drive up the
Scott Tower access road to Scott
Tower.

Attention is called to the
minimum wage rates required
to be paid for all labor on this
project. Wage rates are estab-
lished in schedules issued by
the Department of Labor and
Workforce Development, in ac-
cordance with M.G.L. c. 149,
§8§26 through 27H., as amended,
and the U.S. Department of La-
bor in accordance with the Da-
vis-Bacon and Related Acts. Said
schedule(s) are included in the
bid package and the contractor
will be responsible for paying the
higher of the two rates. It is the
responsibility of the Contractor,
before Bid opening, to request if
necessary, any additional infor-
mation on Minimum Wage Rates
for those trades people who may
be employed for the proposed
Work under this Contract.

Materials, equipment and sup-
plies to be used on this project
are exempt from sales tax to the
extent provided by M.G.L. Chap-
ter 64H, Section 6 (f). All Filed-
Sub-Bid questions or requests for
information shall be submitted in
writing via email to morrowj@
holyoke.org by September 23,
2026 at 4:00 PM. The answers
will be issued via addenda to all
bid holders no later than Septem-
ber 28, 2026.

Filed Sub-bids for the trades
listed below will be received

Railers announce matchup

WORCESTER -
The Worcester Railers
Hockey Club (@RailersHC),
proud ECHL (@ECHL)
affiliate of the St. Louis
Blues (@StLouisBlues),
announced a home pre-
season game, presented
by Bando Performance, to
be played on October 10th at
the Fidelity Bank Worcester
Ice Center. at 7:05 p.m.

New this season, this
year’s preseason game in
Worcester on Oct. 10 will
be a ticketed event. All
proceeds from the game
will be donated towards
the Captain’s Fund, which
provides financial assis-
tance and support for youth
hockey families. Fans can
purchase $5 tickets for the
opener.

Promotional Schedule

The Worcester Railers
have announced the themes
for all 36 home games for
the 2026-27 season. This
season’s promotional sched-
ule includes 13 differ-
ent giveaway nights, eight
nights with specialty jer-
seys, and nine nights where
the Railers will be donning
their brand new Heart of the
Commonwealth Jerseys. Fans
can click here to view the full
2026-27 Worcester Railers
Promotional Schedule.

The Worcester Railers
HC 2026-27 Opening
Weekend at the DCU Center
is Sat., Oct. 17th and Sun. Oct.
18 vs. the Maine Mariners and
Trois-Rivieres Lions. The 508
Club is now on sale for the
2026-27 season.

Public Notices ¢

until October 1, 2026 at 2:00
PM. Filed subbidders must be
DCAMM certified for the trades
listed below and bidders must
include a DCAMM Sub-Bidder
Certificate of Eligibility and a
signed DCAMM Sub-Bidder’s
Update Statement. Trades: MA-
SONRY  MISCELLANEOUS
AND ORNAMENTAL IRON.

All General Bid questions or
requests for information shall be
submitted in writing via email to
morrowj @holyoke.org by Octo-
ber 6, 2026 at 4:00 PM. The an-
swers will be issued via addenda
to all bid holders no later than
October 9, 2026. General Bids
will be received until October 15,
2026 at 2:00 PM. The work is es-
timated to cost $673,975.00.

General bidders must be cer-
tified by the Division of Capital
Asset Management and Mainte-
nance (DCAMM) in the category
of work “GENERAL BUILD-
ING CONSTRUCTION” and
must submit a current DCAMM
Certificate of Eligibility and
signed DCAMM Prime/General
Contractor Update Statement.
Only eligible and responsible
sealed bids on this project shall
be received by the Awarding Au-
thority from qualified Bidders
submitted on forms furnished
by the Awarding Authority and
clearly identified on the outside
of the bid with the name and ad-
dress of the bidder, and the name
and Bid Number of the project,
and submitted to:

City of Holyoke
Purchasing Department
City Hall, Room 3
536 Dwight Street
Holyoke, MA 01040

And received no later than the
times set forth below, when they
will forthwith be publicly opened
and read aloud at this location.
General bids and sub-bids shall
be accompanied by a bid deposit,
in an amount not less than five
percent (5%) of the bid amount,
in the form of a Bid Bond; cash;
or a certified check; or a treasur-
er’s check; or by cashier’s check

issued by a responsible bank or
trust company, made payable to
the City of Holyoke.

If you are submitting a bid
with a mail service we advise
allowing extra time for your doc-
uments to arrive and for you to
check tracking labels (if appli-
cable). Bids will not be accepted
via email and late bids will not
be accepted. Bids delivered in
person may be delivered on the
applicable Filed Sub-Bid or Gen-
eral Bid due date between 10:30
AM and 2:00 PM and must be
received before the applicable
deadline. Do not place Bid pack-
ages in any exterior drop box.

The successful General Bidder
shall furnish a Performance Bond
and a Labor and Materials Pay-
ment Bond, each in the amount
of one hundred percent (100%)
of the Contract Price, from a
surety company authorized to do
business in the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts and satisfac-
tory to the Awarding Authority.
The Awarding Authority reserves
the right to reject any or all bids,
and/or waive any informality, if
it is deemed to be in the public
interest so to do.

09/11/2026

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.
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individual needs.

“That can be really hard,
especially when you have
classes of 20 or 25 kids,”
Glasheen said.

While she has noticed
gains in proficiency for many
students, she has also taken
note that special education
students and second language
learners have not gained profi-
ciency at the same rate.

Therefore, she plans to
focus this year on figuring
out how to give these students
the support and guidance they
need.

One of the strategies she
hopes to implement is focus-
ing on connection, not just
content.

“In order to teach kids
content, you have to have con-
nection first,” Glasheen said.

Additionally, Glasheen
plans to make sure that every
student, family, and staff
feels seen and supported in
Holyoke Public Schools.

“We want to support you
and we want you to be suc-
cessful,” Glasheen said.

She and her staff plan to
work on outreach and inclu-
sive practices to ensure that
all community members have
their voices heard.

Finally, Glasheen is
aware that after the years

spent in receivership, many
community members will
need some time to adjust to
the schools being under local
control again.

“Any of our staff left and
many of our families’ school-
choiced out,” Glasheen said.
“We want to ensure that we
do some repair work across
stakeholders as we are enter-
ing our second year of local
control.”

Part of this task includes
working with the bargaining
units in the district to ensure
that they have fair and equi-
table contracts that are also
within the reach of the district.

“All of our units are
important and we want to
make sure that they get what
they need to be successful,”
Glasheen said.

Overall, Glasheen feels
hopeful for the start of the
school year. She also feels
that her prior time with HPS
helped to prepare her for the
superintendent position and
allowed her to have a strong
start.

Prior to this position,
Glasheen had spent 34 years
in various positions at HPS.
She taught, was a principal, a
coach and an assistant super-
intendent.

Moreover, Glasheen was
born and raised in Holyoke,
and has a strong connection to
the community.

“I feel my experience and
institutional knowledge made
me a great fit for this posi-
tion,” Glasheen said.

Additionally, Glasheen
is grateful for the support of
former superintendent Anthon
Soto, who is now the Chief of
Finance and Operations.

“He’s been a partner, he’s
been a mentor and he wants
nothing more than to see our
district succeed,” Glasheen
said.

Soto has offered
Glasheen advice and support
as she has gone through her
first few months in this posi-
tion.

Now, Glasheen is ready
for this school year and is
excited to see everything it
will bring.

She encourages the com-
munity to remain connected
and that those who may have
left HPS during receiver-
ship reach out and give them
another chance.

“I have no doubt that
the instruction that’s happen-
ing across our 11 schools is
second to none,” she said. “I
encourage community mem-
bers to come and see before
they make a judgment on
where they’re going to send
their child to school.”

HPS has a lot to offer,
and Glasheen is prepared to
continue expanding upon
everything they already have.

F L OCK, from page 1

ward during public comment
argued that without proper
legislation, the private com-
panies with access to ALPR
data could utilize it danger-
ously.

“This is about drawing
a line about at what point we
are going to try and stop this
kind of invasive technology
from taking over the entire-
ty of public space,” Nathan
Albright said.

One community mem-
ber mentioned that there
have already been reports
of police officers utilizing
Flock cameras illegally.

In Georgia a police offi-
cer utilized the technology to
track his ex-girlfriend, so did
another officer in Kentucky.

The people of Holyoke
raised concerns over wheth-
er this growing trend could
spread to Holyoke.

Many community
members argued that tech-
nologies like Flock cameras
would privatize policing to a
dangerous extent.

“None of us want a sur-
veillance state,” James Lewis
said. “This is really privat-
izing policing by giving this
database over to third party
organizations who we have
to assume are being ethical
about how they use them.”

These individuals asked

Submitted photos

Residents in the city are becoming more concerned about the
personal data being taken by Flock cameras.

the city council to keep their
arguments in mind while
doing their research on
ALPR technologies.

“I would encourage the
city council to promote the
policies that Holyoke police
have already been doing
towards more of a commu-
nity policing approach,”
Beatty said.

The council voted unan-
imously to send the order
to public safety for them to
discuss. The order was also
sent to the Mayor’s office

and to the police department
for them to weigh in on the
legislation.

Additionally,
Councilors Meg Magrath-
Smith, Juan Anderson-
Burgos, Israel Rivera and
Richard Purcell requested
that their names be added to
this order as a way to show
their support.

The public safety com-
mittee will discuss this order
in conjunction with relevant
parties to determine the best
way to move forward.

GR 0 UB from page 1

everybody has a different per-
spective on death and dying.”
Sakurai discovered
Death Cafe when listening
to a podcast and decided to
do further research. Sakurai
says, “I think so many things,
you know, I lost some people,
like my friends, you know,
when I was younger and then
also, I went through, like my
country had so many earth-
quakes and natural disaster,
my hometown also had a big
earthquake, you know, we lost

a couple people. Yeah, you
know, you can never expect
you’re gonna die. And you
know, everybody says, “When
you talk about death, you
actually start talking about
being alive.” You know, how
to live free, you know, be like
awake. Because many people
are alive, but they are so dis-
tracted in it, not really alive.
So, talking about this makes
us aware how our life is so
finite.”

During the group food
was provided by Sakurai and
attendees, including fresh gar-

den tomatoes, chocolate cake,
cookies and tea. Throughout
the discussion attendees
shared their thoughts regard-
ing personal loss, funerals,
fear of death and so much
more. Death Cafe allows
people to have conversations
regarding death and the pro-
cess of dying without worry-
ing about touching on topics
that are often views by society
as taboo.

Victoria Allen attended
her first meeting at the Aug.
28 session. She enjoyed about
the discussion.
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“Just excellent banter,

wonderful different perspec-
tives,” Allen said. “Different
experiences, people spoke so
eloquently. I just love hearing
people talk about their expe-
riences.”

Allen believes coming to
a Death Cafe meeting could
add something positive into
someone’s day.

“To really come with
an open mind, honestly, like
respectful curiosity,” Allen
said. “No expectations.
Maybe bring a snack but you
don’t have to. And just listen

and be respectful because I
loved listening to everybody
talk and I loved sharing my
story. Because I also really
enjoyed the feedback.”

Sandy Ward explained
what she believes Death Cafe
is truly all about.

“The death cafe is an
opportunity to just explore,”
Ward said. “It’s informal
and friendly. And a time you
would express ideas, share
your story. It is often quite
inspiring to hear other peo-
ple’s views and to in some
people get comfort in having
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Give us a call today for your free estimate and
tree evaluation by a ISA certified arborist

413-478-4212

dlandgtree.com
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shared theirs and sometimes
come to different under-
standings. I have learned that
there’s always something
fresh that I can get out of it.”

Death Cafe is a place for
community members to gath-
er to discuss any and all things
regarding death and dying.
You can ask questions, share
your thoughts and opinions,
talk about you’re experiences
or just listen to other mem-
bers. For more information
about upcoming Holyoke
Public Library events, visit the
library website.



