
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The annual 
back-to-school backpack event 
at Kelly School was held on 
Saturday, Aug. 24.

Communi ty  members 
were invited to MacNally field 
behind Kelly School where 
they could get backpacks, 
clothes and other supplies 
needed for kids as they start 
the new school year. 

There are 2,500 backpacks 
given out to community mem-
bers throughout the day as well 
as 50 bicycles. 

Throughout the day kids 
were able to play laser tag, 
jump on bounce houses, go on 
water slides, ride ponies and 

listen to music. They also had 
the opportunity to get haircuts 
and new clothes. 

“Kids are getting ready 
to go back to school and it’s 
about showing the kids we 
care about them too, not just 
the families, but the kids,” 
Head of the Holyoke Safe 
Neighborhood Initiative Ed 
Caisse said. “Letting them 
have fun, being able to give 
them snow cones and ice 
cream and cookies and pop-
corn, and being able to have 
activities for them, we want to 
make sure they have fun and 
they know that we’re here 
because we care about them.” 

Meanwhile, the kids’ fam-
ilies were able to speak with 
different community orga-

nizations in order to get any 
resources they needed.

“What it is for us, it’s 
about community building,” 
Caisse said. 

Caisse hopes that this 
event shows the people of 
Holyoke that the HSNI truly 
does care about the community 
and wants to ensure that they 
are safe and have the resources 
they need to succeed. 

Part of this is why Caisse 
ensures that there are so many 
different community organiza-
tions in attendance at the event. 
Holyoke Medical  Center, 
Scouting America, Holyoke 
Public Library, the Greater 
Holyoke YMCA and many 
more were at the event. 

“It’s about developing 

relationships with people and 
that’s why our community ser-
vice area is so important to us 
because we want community 
residents to get connected to 
agency representatives that 
can give them resources that 
can get them to better places,” 
Caisse said. 

Caisse makes sure that 
this event happens right before 
the start of school every year 
so that families do not have to 
worry about getting supplies 
for their kids. 

“We already know we’re 
dealing with a lot of people at 
the poverty threshold and we 
want to be able to get them the 
resources they need to be able 

A variety of community organizations handed out information and resources at the annual back-to-school backpack event at Kelly School. 
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HPS to host mural 
painting event

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Public Schools will put on 
an event this weekend, invit-
ing community members 
to come and help paint the 
final mural in the Morgan 
School Walking Route Murals 
series.  It will be held on 
Saturday, Sept. 7 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Th i s  e ffo r t  was  l ed 
by Guidance Counselor at 
Morgan Jessica Aharon and 
Natasha Colon Ortiz from 
Paper City Kids.  

At the event on Saturday, 
there were a variety of food 
and snacks for people to 
enjoy as they worked, as well 
as some community informa-
tion tables. 

The organizations pres-
ent included Enlace and Safe 
Routes to School. There were 
also volunteers present from 
a variety of organizations 

throughout the community. 
“We have volunteers 

from a couple of differ-
ent organizations and we 
have invited people from the 
school district,” Aharon said. 

This was followed by 
Aharon and Colon Ort iz 
breaking the attendees into 
two groups. 

One group got to work 
on painting the school bus 
mural, which is the final 
mural in the Walking School 
Bus Route Murals. The other 
will get to work on making 
chalk art. 

“There will be students 
who paint the mural and oth-
ers who get to create their 
own drawings and art with 
chalk,” Colon Ortiz said. 

Colon Ortiz and Aharon 
both enjoyed seeing all the 
kids working on the mural.

“I loved seeing the youth 
actually painting and putting 
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Scouting 
America in Holyoke hosted 
the first camp-in with all units 
in Holyoke over Labor Day 
Weekend. 

The camp-in took place at 
the Mount Tom lodge. Scouts 
from ages five to sixteen and 
their families were invited to 
come to the camp-in so the 
Scouts could develop the skills 
they need to camp outdoors. 

“Al l  the  fami l ies  ge t 
together,  the  Scouts  wi l l 
be doing the work and the 
families get to see them in 
action,” Scout Leader Heather 
MacInnes said. “So, it’s a big 
family camp-in.” 

MacInnes hoped by hav-
ing a wide age range at this 
camp-in families would be 
more involved and siblings 
in the Scouts could help one 
another to learn all the differ-

City 
has first 
scout 
camp-in

See SCOUT, page 11

Seats open 
for school 
committee 

HOLYOKE – The City of 
Holyoke invites interested res-
idents of Ward 1 and Ward 4 
to apply for interim appoint-
ment to the Ward 1 and Ward 4 
School Committee seats.

The two elected School 
C o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t a -
tives for those wards have 
resigned from the board. 
Gustavo Romero of Ward 1, 
noted in his resignation letter 
to Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. 
Garcia, “I am no longer able 
to devote the time and energy 
required to fulfill my duties 
to the best of my abilities.” 
Gloria Caballero-Roca of 
Ward 4 noted in her resigna-
tion letter that she had start-
ed a new job as Programs 
Director at Homework House, 
a nonprofit that “supports our 
students and helps them thrive 
academically and emotion-
ally through our after-school 
programs.” In her letter of 
resignation, Caballero-Roca 
explains that her new job 

A house finch is perched on this sunflower landing pad as he takes a 
break from his busy day. Turley Publications photo by Kara Walsh-Vey

See SEATS, page 9

Community members invited to help paint sidewalk

Sunny PerchSunny Perch

Students receive school supplies
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◗  In The News

Doors Open Holyoke event set for Oct. 19
HOLYOKE – The Office of 

Planning and Economic Development 
(OPED), in collaboration with the 
Greater Holyoke Chamber, is 
excited to announce the City’s 
4th Annual Doors Open 
Holyoke (DOH) 2024 will 
take place on Saturday, Oct. 
19 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Doors Open events across 
the country invite the public 
to see behind the doors of many 
places not usually open to the public. 
Doors Open connects residents and vis-

itors to local places of historical, cul-
tural, and architectural significance to 

bridge communities and inspire 
new and broader perspectives. 

Holyoke is pleased to be cel-
ebrating our fourth Annual 
Doors Open celebration!

For three years DOH has 
featured iconic Holyoke loca-

tions like Open Square, the 
Richards Train Station and the 

Victory Theater, as well as places 
of worship and manufacturing compa-

nies. On Oct. 19 we have new locations 

and activities including shuttle service 
Mural Tours.

This year’s DOH will be part of, A 
Day In The Yoke, a full day of events 
celebrating Holyoke, including the 
Great Brick Race, and the exciting Paper 
City Food Festival.

Doors Open relies on individuals 
and organizations that have a passion for 
Holyoke If you are interested in being a 
Doors Open location please fill out the 
google form application: https://www.
exploreholyoke.com/explore/doors-
open-holyoke/featured/.

United Congregational Church 
to host Young @ Heart Chorus

HOLYOKE – They say that 
age is nothing but a number, and 
an upcoming concert at the United 
Congregational Church of Holyoke 
seeks to prove just that. UCCH will be 
hosting a performance by the Young 
@ Heart Chorus on Sunday, Sept. 29 
from 3-5 p.m. 

The Young @ Heart Chorus is a 
group of performers ages 70 years old 
and up who put their unique stamp 
on songs from legendary artists such 
as Bob Dylan, Aretha Franklin, the 
Rolling Stones, Beatles, and Pearl Jam. 
This performance proves you can grow 
old without growing boring. 

Tickets for the concert are $7-$15 
and can be purchased by calling the 
church office at 413-532-1483 or 
by visiting https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/youngheart-in-concert-tick-
ets-967919472197?aff=ebdssbdest-
search. You can learn more about the 
Young @ Heart Chorus by visiting 
www.youngatheartchorus.com.  

Don’t miss out on this opportu-
nity to support activities in Holyoke 
that will appeal to the entire family. 
Free parking and shuttle service will 
be available. Doors open at 1:30 p.m. 
Come early to get the best seating. All 
are welcome. See you there.

Hibernians announce activities
HOLYOKE – Hibernians 

o f  H a m p d e n / H a m p s h i r e 
Counties have announced the 
following events:

Halfway to St. Patrick’s 
Day – The public is invited to 
an evening of celebration and 
fun featuring Dee Reilly at the 
Glendale Ridge Vineyard, 155 
Glendale Rd Southampton, 
Mass.; Admission is free of 
charge and the event will be 
held Tuesday Sept. 17 from 5 
to 7 p.m. There will be food and wine for 
purchase at a cash bar. The event will be 
held rain or shine. Everyone is encour-
aged to bring a non-perishable food item 
to help Kate’s Kitchen. 

T h e  A n n u a l  P a r - 3  G o l f 
Tournament sponsored by the Ladies 
Ancient Order of Hibernians will be 
held on Saturday, Sept. 21. The public is 
invited to participate in the tournament, 
which will be held at Holyoke Country 
Club, 2 Country Club Rd., Holyoke. Golf 
registration begins at 9 a.m. with tee-off 

scheduled for 10 a.m. Lunch 
will be held at 12 noon. 
The cost for golf and lunch 
is $60. The cost for lunch 
only is $25. Please call Nora 
McMahon at (413) 218-2092 
for more information. At 
the tournament, a collection 
needed items will be taken 
for residents of the Holyoke 
Veterans Home. Please go to 
aoh-holyoke.com for a list of 
needed items.

The Annual Food and Clothing 
Drive for Providence Ministries will 
go on from Sept. 1 through Dec. 1. The 
Hibernians and the Polish National 
Credit Union are sponsoring the drive. 
The drop off location is at the Polish 
National Credit Union, 270 Westfield 
Rd., Holyoke. Please consider bringing 
non-perishable food items and gently 
used clothing; sleeping bags and blankets 
needed. Or make a donation and ask to 
sign up to enter a raffle for $100 and/or a 
raffle basket.

We will pay you top dollar for your car 
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

651 Center St., Chicopee

 CENTER STREET 
AUTO PARTS OF 
CHICOPEE, INC.

413-733-2778
centerstreetautoparts.com

• Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
• First-Rate Used Auto Parts
• Top-Grade Auto Body Parts
• Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us
“Serving all of Western Mass.”

$$$
Money on 

the Spot 
for All 

Vehicles

  The Golden Age 
   Senior Club of Holyoke

founded January 1951 
is recruiting for new members.

 Membership fee is $20 for the year and 
entitles you to entertainment, guest speakers 

and various games and fun activities. 

We are hosted by the 
HCOA, 291 Pine St. in Holyoke

 every Wednesday from 1 to 3 PM. 
This invitation is open to 

anyone 55 years of age or older, 
regardless of what city you live in. 

COME AND CHECK US OUT!

Oakdale Dental Associates, P.C. 

 1820 Northampton Street • Holyoke
413-536-1782 • OakdaleDental.com

 

Oakdale Dental Associates, P.C. is 
happy to announce that 

Dr Manar Al Nuwab 
has joined our practice and is 

accepting new patients.

Please visit our website 
(OakdaleDental.com)

or call 413-536-1782 
to book an appointment.

3140677-01

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 
COINS, COLLECTIONS, 

WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Build a winner at 
Fortnite tourney

HOLYOKE – Holyoke Public 
Library will host Fortnite online tourna-
ments during the fall and early winter. 
Want to test your skills in Backstabber 
against others. Register at the library 
for this free local tournament from the 
comfort of home. You will communicate 
on Discord and live stream on Twitch. 
The first night will be Thursday, Sept. 19 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Even though play-
ers could team up, there will be only one 
winner. There will also be tournaments 
held on Oct. 17, Nov. 14, and Dec. 19.

Volunteers needed for cleanup
HOLYOKE – The St. Patrick’s 

Committee of Holyoke is excit-
ed to once again participate in the 
#KeepitClean2K24 initiative hosted 
by OneHolyoke CDC. Committee 
members will be helping to clean 
streets along the 2025 Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Road Race and Parade 
routes. The public is invited to join.

Supplies will be provided and 
all volunteers are invited to a post 
clean-up reception at City Sports 
Bar and Lounge located at 352 High 
Street, Holyoke, MA. 

The event will be held Saturday, 
Sept. 7 from 1 to 3 p.m. Volunteers 
will receive an email with the clean-
up location and more details.

“As we approach the mark for 
the halfway point to St. Patrick’s 
Day, it’s a perfect time to come 
together as a community and give 
back”, said John Beaulieu, 2025 
Parade President .  “Our cleanup 
event is more than just a day of ser-
vice—it’s a way to honor the spir-
it of St. Patrick’s Day and the city 
of Holyoke by taking care of the 
streets that our marchers and runners 
use every year. Let’s work together 
to ensure our streets are as vibrant 
and welcoming as St. Patrick’s Day 
Weekend in Holyoke itself. I look 
forward to seeing everyone there as 
we roll up our sleeves and make a 
difference.”

Dee Reilly

A praying mantis is perched on a window screen. Turley Publications photo by Kara Walsh-Vey

SCREEN TIME
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Tourism Advisory Committee seeking applications
HOLYOKE – The Tourism Advisory 

Committee is pleased to announce they 
will be accepting proposals for projects in 
line with the city’s Historic Tourism Plan. 
In 2023, the city put together the Holyoke 
Historic and Cultural Tourism Plan. 
This plan builds off the 2019 Holyoke 
Tourism Plan. Through the Mass Gaming 
Commission’s Community Mitigation 
Fund, the TAC will now fund three to five 
projects (depending on funding requests) 
up to $9,500 each for organizations whose 
projects and initiatives align with enhanc-
ing the city’s historic tourism assets.

The Holyoke Tourism Plan engaged 
with stakeholders to determine action 
items that could be taken within the city 

to enhance Holyoke’s potential for tour-
ism. Some of these projects have already 
been taken on and have seen success such 
as the designation of the Puerto Rican 
Cultural District on Main Street, formation 
of the Tourism Advisory Committee, and 
developing Wayfinding studies to improve 
navigation and signage. Since the plan’s 
release, Holyoke’s Tourism efforts have 
focused on building a solid foundation. The 
growth of the ExploreHolyoke.com project 
has created a one stop platform where visi-
tors can find all things tourism in Holyoke 
including a business directory, community 
calendar, and maps of public art.

Now having the framework laid, the 
TAC is ready to turn their focus to his-

toric tourism. Historic Tourism is grow-
ing nationwide and cities like Holyoke 
are primed to be leaders in that sector. 
Holyoke has a long history and many 
stories to tell. From the St. Patrick’s 
Day parade to the Fiesta de Patronales, 
Holyoke prides itself in celebrations of 
a rich cultural history. This recognition 
of Historic Celebrations are in line with 
the Mass Office of Travel & Tourism 
and Explore Western Mass as they pre-
pare for the Stare wide celebration of the 
Commonwealth’s 250th celebration. The 
opportunities are endless from historical 
tours, museums, public art and the new 
wave of virtual historic tourism.

The TAC is seeking creative propos-

als that are in line with the mission of the 
Holyoke Historic and Cultural tourism 
plan. These proposals may be for fund-
ing the growth of existing programs or 
new programs. Proposal packages must 
be received by Sept. 30 in order to be 
reviewed at the Oct. 15 Tourism Advisory 
Committee meeting.

Proposal packages should include: 
concept, budget, partners and a clear path 
to completion and community interaction. 
Projects must be completed 1 year after 
awarding of the grant.

For more information, please con-
tact the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development keittj@holyoke.org or 
vegaa@holyoke.org.

 In The News ◗

Library hosting 
new chess club

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke 
Public Library announced it will be 
hosting an adult chess club beginning 
Tuesday, Aug. 27 from 4 to 5 p.m. 

The club will be held every 
Tuesday in the Community Room. 
There is no experience necessary and 
all adults are welcome to come play 
and learn the game.

Author talk offered at library
HOLYOKE – Author John S. 

MicGiel on Monday, Sept. 9, from 
5 to 7 p.m., will be giving a talk on 
Project Eagle: The top-secret operation 
that sent Polish spies behind German 
lines, in the Holyoke Public Library 
Community Room.

After the Germans had surprised 
Allied troops at the beginning of the 
Battle of the Bulge in 1944, the OSS  
revamped its intelligence operations in 
Europe and began enlisting the cooper-
ation of volunteers from occupied coun-
tries for wartime intelligence-gathering 
operations. As part of Project Eagle, 
Polish soldiers were recruited and trained 
to go behind the lines of the Third Reich. 
Project Eagle tells this fascinating story 
of World War II intelligence and espi-
onage that until now has been hidden 
away in the archives of the OSS. Micgiel 

will tell more about this history and his 
research on a special visit to Holyoke.

Micgiel was born and raised in 
Holyoke. His academic career led him to 
serve as director of the Institute on East 
Central Europe, associate director of the 
Harriman Institute, executive director of 
the Institute for the Study of Europe, and 
adjunct professor of international and 
public affairs-all at Columbia University. 
He is past president of the Kosciuszko 
Foundation, which promotes cultur-
al exchange between the United States 
and Poland. In 2011 Micgiel  received 
the Commander’s Cross of the Order 
of Merit of the Republic of Poland, an 
award honoring service to the Polish-
American community. Now retired from 
Columbia University, Micgiel teaches at 
the University of Warsaw and makes his 
home in Connecticut.

Communion 
Breakfast set 
for Sept. 29

HOLYOKE – Saint Jerome Parish 
is hosting its annual Communion 
Breakfast on Sunday, Sept. 29 at 9 
a.m. at the Pope John Paul II Social 
Center on the Mater Dolorosa 
Campus. The guest speaker is Sr. Joan 
Magnani, Ministry Coordinator at 
Jericho, The Bureau for Exceptional 
Children and Adults. Tickets are $20 
per person and may be purchased at 
all weekend Masses at St. Jerome’s 
from Sept. 7 through Sept. 15 or by 
contacting the Parish Office at 413-
532-6381.

HPL Origami 
adventure

HOLYOKE – On Wednesday, 
Sept. 18 at 5 p.m. The Holyoke 
L i b r a r y  i s  h o s t i n g  O r i g a m i 
Adventures for Adults with storytell-
er Motoko. The event is limited to 
15 participants. Please call 413-420-
8101 to reserve a spot. 

Motoko is an acclaimed storytell-
er of Asian folktales, Rakugo and Zen 
tales, ghost stories, mime vignettes, 
and oral memoirs from her childhood 
in Osaka and her life as an immigrant 
in the U.S. She has appeared on PBS’ 
Mr. Rodger’s Neighborhood, toured 
in Miyazaki, and has been featured in 
festivals and theaters across the coun-
try. In addition to storytelling Motoko 
is a teaching artist renowned for her 
contributions to classrooms.

Springfield’s Tech High School to hold reunion
SPRINGFIELD – The spirit and 

comradery of Springfield’s Tech High 
School is alive and well as they gear up 
for another exciting reunion on Saturday, 
September 28 at the Elks Lodge #61 at 
440 Tiffany Street from noon to 6 p.m. 
The reunion is open to all Tech classes 
and friends.

An outside barbecue will be held 
rain or shine under the lodge’s pavilion 
and a special tent.  The BBQ will include 
hot dogs, hamburgers, sausage and pep-
pers, salads, dessert and more. Cash bar. 

Free parking and handicap accessible.
A fun-filled afternoon will include 

a live band and dancing, cornhole and 
bocce games, raffles and time to rem-
inisce with friends over the years and 
make new friends as well. Donations will 
be accepted for raffle prizes.

According to committee chair 
Mike Borecki, “Last year we had a 
terrific turnout of over 300 people and 
we anticipate a larger group this year. 
We’re thrilled that the Tech Spirit is 
alive and well and look forward to 

many years to come”. 
Seating is limited and tickets are 

$25 each. All are on a first come, first 
served basis. Open seating. For tickets 
call Mike Borecki ’72 at 413-351-6572, 
Dawn Duncan ’71 at 413-896-3930, Paul 
Montefusco ’69 at 413-596-6607, or 
Matt Villamaino ’67 at 413-896-2206. 
We’re always looking for volunteers. If 
interested, contact Mike Borecki.

Located  on  El l io t  S t ree t  in 
Springfield, MA Technical High School 
was founded in 1906 and closed in 1986.

Heritage State Park part of girl scout event
HOLYOKE – The annual Girl 

Scouts Love State Parks Weekend will be 
hosted in state parks nationwide on Sept. 
14 and 15. Locally, the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation and 
Recreation (DCR) will provide exclu-
sive opportunities for Girl Scouts and 
their families in eight state parks in cen-
tral and western Massachusetts with nine 
different programs over the two days. 
Programs are specifically tailored to 
assist Girl Scouts with earning nature 
based badges. 

Among the state parks included are 
Holyoke Heritage State Park, Holyoke, 
and Quabbin Reservoir, Belchertown 

“Getting girls outdoors is a unique 
part of the Girl Scout Leadership 
Experience and an important part of our 
mission,” said Theresa Lynn, Girl Scouts 
of Central and Western Massachusetts 
CEO. “With a partner like DCR and so 
many incredible spaces in our own back 
yard it’s a great time to get outside.” 

“We’re excited to partner with the 
Girl Scouts again for this fun annual ini-

tiative that provides Girl Scouts with free 
programming opportunities in our parks 
to help them earn their nature-based 
badges,” said Mass. DCR Commissioner 
Brian Arrigo. “Our beautiful spaces are 
great spots for Girl Scouts to learn about 
and connect with our environment.”  

Girl Scout members, friends, and 
family are encouraged to also participate 
in self-guided tours, hikes, watersports, 
stargazing, and many more fun outdoor 
activities in parks during Girl Scouts 
Love State Parks Weekend. Fall Festival 

to be held at 
St. Paul’s

HOLYOKE – St. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church, 485 Appleton St., will hold 
their Fall Festival on Sautday, Sept. 
28, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Parish 
Hall and on the Church grounds. 
There will be something for everyone: 
Gift Basket Raffles, $5 Fun Raising 
Raffle,Vendors, Plants, Bake Sale, 
a Cafe’, and Outdoor Activities for 
Families. Free ample parking is locat-
ed behind the Church and all are wel-
come.

For more information, please call 
the Church Office at 413-532-5060.

HHS class of ‘69 holding reunion
HOLYOKE – The Holyoke High 

School Class of 1969 will be holding 
its 55th reunion on Saturday, Oct. 5, 
at the Knights of Columbus Hall, 250 
Westfield Road. 

The reunion party will  begin 
at 5:30 p.m. with cocktails and hors 

d’oeuvres, followed by dinner at 7 
p.m. Dinner, raffle, and cash bar, along 
with entertainment by Moose and the 
Hightops, will be provided. Tickets are 
$45.

The Reunion Commit tee  has 
worked to locate as many classmates as 

possible. 
To be sure everyone is invit-

ed or have questions, please contact 
Janice Shewchuk (413-530-9524), 
Marc  Joyce  (413-575-0597) ,  o r 
HOLYOKEHIGHCLASSOF1969@
gmail.com.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Advice sought 
on when to claim 
Social Security

 
Dear Rusty 

I could use some advice on whether or 
not I should start collecting my Social Security 
benefits now. I am 67 and three months old 
and plan to continue working for at least for 
the next year or two. 

Signed: Seeking Answers 
 

Dear Seeking
Deciding when to claim Social Security 

is, indeed, an important decision, as it will 
affect you for the rest of your life. Mainly, 
deciding when to claim your SS retirement 
benefit should consider your financial needs, 
but your life expectancy and marital status are 
equally important.   

At your current age past your Full 
Retirement Age of 66 years and six months 
you are already earning Delayed Retirement 
Credits at the rate of .677% higher benefit for 
each month you continue to delay. 

That adds up to an additional 8% benefit 
for each full year you wait beyond your FRA 
to claim, and that growth will continue until 
you are 70 years old. At that point, your bene-
fit will be 28% higher than it would have been 
at your FRA. 

If you expect to achieve about “average” 
life expectancy about 84 for a man your cur-
rent age, then waiting until 70 to claim, will 
get you both a higher monthly amount and the 
most you can get in cumulative lifetime bene-
fits. Waiting, however, only makes sense if you 
expect at least average longevity. 

If your health is poor and you have reason 
to believe you won’t live to the “average,” then 
claiming earlier makes more sense. FYI, you 
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We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

Nancy wrote in with this question for 
the Garden Lady: “I am hoping you 
can tell me why the leaves on my lilac 

bushes are turning brown, crispy and then 
fall to the ground. I had very nice lilac flow-
ers this past May but now the leaves are not 
doing well.  Thank you for any suggestions 
you can give me so my bushes will be back 
next spring.”

What you mention Nancy, seems to be 
happening to a lot of lilacs in the area.  All 
you have to do is ride in the car and you will 
notice brown leaved lilac bushes or those that 
are nearly devoid of leaves altogether! My 
best guess is that Pseudocercospora leaf blight 
of lilac is the culprit.  

Last year it was quite noticeable as well. 
Some lilacs even lost their leaves then sported 
flowers in October because the plant, after 
leaf loss, was tricked into thinking it was time 
to flower and and grow new leaves.  

Because this new growth is very tender, 
you may notice tip dieback in spring on those 
areas of new growth and/or flowering. It sim-

ply didn’t have enough time to harden off 
before winter. 

Lilacs are tough plants, though, so don’t 
despair.  

What can we do to help, you ask? First 
of all, clean up fallen leaves and debris so that 
it won’t spread the inoculum. Second, water 
the bushes well and at the base if this fall is 
droughty.  

In the spring, prune out any dead branch-
es, disinfecting your tools in between cuts. 
You can also choose to prune the plant in such 
a way so that there is better airflow through-
out. That always helps to cut down on diseas-
es.  

I’m not a chemical girl – I really try to 
enhance my cultural practices to strengthen 
the overall health of the plant. I am sure there 
are options out there for this particular mala-
dy should you wish to research it.

Maria grew three varieties of onions this 
year. “The first variety has dropped all of its 
tops. What do I do next? Can I use them now 
or do they have to go through some kind of 
process before putting them in storage?”

This is a great question. I did a column 
some time ago on how to best cure onions.  

Read on for some great tips: Many of my 
onions gave me the signal a week or two back 
that they would soon be ready for harvest. 
You see, their tops began to fall over.  

After most of them did, I bent the rest 
on purpose. A few days later I pulled them 
up and laid them, tops and all, on the ground 

The Massachusetts Audubon Society 
reported the sighting of a Virginia rail in 
Hampshire County at Lake Wallace in 

Belchertown.
The Virginia rail is a small rail of nine 

inches. It has a long bill, which can be reddish 
at the base. Its back has dark feathers with red-
dish brown edges. The face is gray. It summers 
on freshwater and brackish marshes and win-
ters in salt marshes. 

It feeds on mud flats in search of worms, 
snails and aquatic insects. The rail is heard 
more than seen. Calls are given mostly at 
dawn and dusk, but may occur at other times 
of the day or night. The male’s territorial call 
is a metallic “kit kidit kidit kidit kidit,” It also 
gives a “kikikikeeer” and a series of descend-
ing grunts.The female lays five to 12 buff 
eggs with dark marks in a loose, canopied, 
cup like nest of coarse grasses, reeds and 
sedges placed on the ground.

Brimfield birds
A Brimfield resident frequently vis-

its ponds in his area. He said in an email, 
“On Aug. 17 I saw five great egrets at the no 
named pond on New Reed Street in Warren. 
Great egrets have shown up there starting in 
August most years, usually one or two. I had 
never seen more that three at that location 
previously.”

He said, “A few days before that sighting 
I had seen a great egret at the osprey pond on 
South Street that is about half a mile from the 
pond on New Reed Street. I had never seen a 
great egret at that pond before.”

Belted kingfishers
He observed interesting behavior between 

two belted kingfishers at the pond in Warren. 
He said, “A female was chased all around the 
pond for over half an hour by a male. I saw 

in my
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Election letters 
to the editor welcome

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to 
participate in this year’s election campaigns 
by writing letters to the editor for publication 
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words 
from local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues 
should be sent to The Holyoke Sun, care of 
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to 
thesun@turley.com. Please include a daytime 
telephone number for verification purposes (it 
will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that 
Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be 
printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed. 
If the volume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, or if 
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper 
reserves the right to print a representative 
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-

paper plans to print stories about contested 
races for Congress, state Senate, state House, 
district attorney and Governor’s Council 
during the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer voters guide. 
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no 
political press releases will be printed, nor will 
reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may 
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid 
advertising in The Holyoke Sun.

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

Purchase a photo that 
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in the sun.  I turned them once or twice 
over the last couple of days.  

When the tops turn completely 
brown, I will cut the stems to one inch 
and spread them on screens single file 
in a warm and dry, well-ventilated area 
to cure further. They can rest in that 
spot for up to two months, then will be 
placed in mesh bags in a winter loca-
tion where temperatures stay close to 40 
degrees.  

Instead of cutting the stem, you can 
braid them, for a pretty and heirloom 
style storage option.  Start out with three 
onions, tying some jute or string around 
one of the stems to add strength. 

Braid the three together one round, 
then add an onion each time you cross 
over. When you have 10 or 12 onions 
running the length of the braid, quit and 
wrap the jute around the stems to end 
your work.  

Make a loop and now you have way 
to hang it. Once hung, you can simply 
yank off the size onion you need from 
the braid.  

A couple of notes: Apples, bananas, 
and tomatoes are kept clear of onions in 
storage because these vegetables excrete 
ethylene gas as they ripen and will cause 
onions to sprout prematurely. Also, use 
bulbs that have two centers first, they 
won’t store well.  

It is interesting to mention that the 
same compound that starts the tears 
flowing when we cut into onions – sul-
fur, is also a potent fungicide and bac-
tericide. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 32 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.

brief begging behavior from the male so 
think it might have been a juvenile look-
ing to be fed. The male would fly towards 
the perch where the female was sitting. 
Sometime the female flew of off the perch 
before the male got close and other times 
the female sat for a bit before flying away. 
This continued, around and around, back 
and forth, all around the pond. I never saw 
either bird hover like it was attempting to 
catch a fish. Occasionally the male would 
land on the same branch as the female and 
she would fly away immediately.”

Wild turkeys
The Brimfield resident has a wildlife 

camera in his yard. On Aug. 17 he checked 
the camera and it showed two adult tur-
keys and three poults had visited the yard. 
He said, “We knew turkeys had 

been about because my wife found a 
feather in the driveway. We haven’t seen 

turkeys much the last few years and it 
has been some time since we have seen 
poults.” 

Earlier this week, I saw a large flock 
of wild turkeys consisting of a few adults 
and many poults in Hubbardston. After 
I  took the where is photo for the paper, I 
returned home the same way. The flock 
was still ithere.

Massachusetts Audubon sightings
Massachusetts Audubon Society 

reported in Berkshire County a Baird’s 
sandpiper on Bridgeview Lane in 
Sheffield, two Caspian terns at the 
Cheshire Reservoir in Cheshire, a 
Bonaparte’s gull on Lake Onata in 
Pittsfield and a black-crowned nigh heron 
in Dalton.

In Franklin County there were a 
modest numbers of red crossbills at the 
Montague Sandplains Wildlife Area 
in Montague where at least 33 were 
tallied, a summering ring-necked duck 
also continued to be seen at the Turners 

Falls Power Canal.
At the East Meadows in Northampton 

in Hampshire County there was a northern 
shoveler, four sandhill cranes, four short-
billed dowitchers, nine stilt sandpipers and 
a dickcissel. Elsewhere in the county there 
was a Virginia rail and a marsh wren at 
Lake Wallace in Belchertown, four sand-
hill cranes in the fields off Old Post Road 
in Worthington and two blue grosbeaks at 
the Honey Pot in Hadley.

Hampden County had  two blue-
winged teal and a red-necked phalarope 
at the Longmeadow Flats in Longmeadow 
and two Caspian terns at the Ranch Golf 
Course in Southwick.

In Worcester County four sand-
hill cranes were seen on Hall Road in 
Hardwick and eight red crossbills at gate 
43 at Quabbin Reservoir in Hardwick. At 
Birch Hill Wildlife Area in Winchendon 
three Acadian flycatchers and 28 red 
crossbills were counted. Five evening 
grosbeaks were present in Royalston  A 
sanderling was spotted at Quaboag Pond 

in Brookfield, and two blue-winged teal 
and a Louisiana waterthrush were seen at 
Bolton Flats Wildlife Area in Lancaster.

Another pond visit
The Brimfield resident and his wife, 

who regularly visits local ponds, saw two 
great egrets, six mallards, a belted king-
fisher and a male goldfinch at the New 
Reed Street pond in Warren.

At South Street in Warren, the couple 
saw a great egret, two male wood ducks 
in eclipse plumage, two osprey, a juvenile 
and an adult, who brought a fish for the 
juvenile. At Sherman Pond in Brimfield 
there were no birds just a lone fisherman 
and at Wheeler Pond three wood ducks 
and a green heron.

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at exten-
sion 100, emailing mybackyard88@aol.
com or edowner@turley.com or mailing 
to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

may find this tool helpful to determine 
your potential life expectancy: https://
socialsecurityreport.org/tools/life-expec-
tancy-calculator/.  

You can, of course, simply delay 
claiming for as long as you are still 
working and then file for benefits at 
that time. When your paychecks stop 
is frequently the best time to start your 
SS benefits to supplement the lost work 
income. And, if you are married and 
your wife will be entitled to a survivor 
benefit from you, then waiting longer to 
claim enhances the benefit your surviv-
ing spouse receives at your death; your 
surviving spouse would get your bene-
fit amount, instead of her own smaller 
amount. If that is a consideration, then 
waiting, at least until you stop working 
or age 70 if feasible, is often a prudent 
choice.   

So, the choice is yours to make, con-

sidering your financial needs, life expec-
tancy and marital status. You no longer 
need to worry about Social Security’s 
annual earnings test for those collecting 
benefits before their FRA but, if it is 
financially feasible, waiting still longer 
will mean a higher monthly benefit for 
the rest of your life. 

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated 
with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended 
for information purposes and does not 
represent legal or financial guidance. 
It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security 
Association  To submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor 
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.  

 Opinion ◗

BACKYARD, from page 4

GARDEN, from page 4 SECURITY, from page 4

This phishing scam claims a process server is looking for you
Paula Fleming

pfleming@boston.bbb.org

Many scams s ta r t  wi th  an 
intimidating phone call. A 
“debt collector” needs you to 

pay immediately. Or a “police offi-
cer” claims to have a warrant for your 
arrest. The latest variation involves a 
phony “process server” and a non-ex-
istent court case against you.  BBB 
Scam Tracker  continues to receive 
reports of this phishing scam. Here’s 
how to spot it. 

How the scam works
You receive a call, or several calls, 

from an unknown or blocked number 
from a person claiming to be a process 
server. They might say there is a lien 
on your home or someone is taking 
you to court over unpaid medical bills 
or another matter. The caller may also 
claim you or a family member are a 
“person of interest in an important mat-
ter that requires immediate attention,” 
and federal law prohibits the call-
er from sharing any additional infor-
mation. Similarly, in other cases, the 
scammer may be secretive, saying they 
can’t reveal details until your papers 
are served. 

Next, they’ll ask you to “confirm” 
sensitive personal information about 
yourself, such as your date of birth, 
address, or Social Security number. 
When you’re hesitant to give out this 
information, they stress the urgency 
of the matter - after all, this is a court 
matter! If you ask too many questions 
about who is making a complaint or 

what company the process server works 
for, the scammer will get angry and 
sometimes threaten more action against 
you. The caller may also try to scare 
you further by asking if you will be 
home or at work within the next hour 
since they will be arriving soon to 
serve you papers, get your signature 
on legal documents, and demand to see 
your forms of identification.

Sometimes, the “process server” 
may be phishing for information about 
your family members. According to 
a report on  BBB Scam Tracker, one 
consumer shared, “Previously left me 
a voicemail about a lawsuit against my 
grandmother using her full government 
name a few weeks ago. Today they 
called again and asked if I knew the 
person, to which I said no, and then 
asked if I was (my full government 
name), to which I also said no. The 
person continued to be very pushy until 
they finally decided to end the call.”

The people behind this scam don’t 
have any legal papers to deliver, they 
want to get their hands on your person-
al information to commit identity theft.

BBB Scam Tracker sees many 
reports about process server phishing 
scams. One consumer recently shared 
their experience, “I received a call 
from a private number, claiming to 
be a “process server” stating they had 
papers regarding a lein on my home...I 
checked with my police department, 
and town, i have no leins on my home.” 
Another person shared, “A fake process 
server called my mom and she called 
them back. They used my maiden name 
which I have not had in over 20 years 
about a county matter from a county 

not local to me saying they had papers 
to serve [and] they wanted to validate 
my information. My mom hung up but 
it scared her.”

How to avoid phishing scams
• Be wary of scare tactics and 

unsolicited phone calls. Scammers love 
to threaten people with legal action or 
hefty fines, scaring them into giving up 
their personal information and money. 
They hope fear will make you act with-
out thinking. Always remember that 
representatives of a reputable business 
or legal office will be polite and civil, 
even in a serious situation. They won’t 
pressure you to act immediately “or 
else.”

• Search your local court web-
site.  If you think there’s a chance 
someone has filed a lawsuit against 
you, check your local court’s website. 
Search your name to see if any lawsuit 
has been filed. If nothing comes up, 
you’re in the clear.

• The scammer may have some 
personal information. Don’t give them 
more.  Scammers may have some of 
your personal information already 
f rom a  previous  phishing scam, 
a  data breach, or some other source. 
If you’re speaking with the scammer, 
you may even notice that the infor-
mation is out of date. For example, 
they may use your maiden name or a 
previous address or workplace. Even 
if the information is out of date, they 
may use these stolen details to get 
even more information from you. For 
example, they might read your Social 
Security number and then ask you to 
“confirm” your date of birth. If they 

read off out-of-date information, they 
may trick you into providing current 
information. Even if someone already 
has a few details, don’t give them any 
further information unless you are sure 
you’re dealing with someone you trust. 
Be careful when responding to ques-
tions that require a simple “yes” or 
“no” response, since the “Can you hear 
me?” scam is still around, too.

• Don’t give out personal infor-
ma t ion  abou t  fami ly  member s , 
either.  BBB Scam Tracker reports also 
share that these scammers are calling 
people to inquire about family mem-
bers. If someone is asking you to vali-
date information about another individ-
ual, hang up the phone. Afterwards, it’s 
a good idea to notify the family mem-
ber about the call you received. That 
way, they can be on the lookout for 
other scams and take action to protect 
their personal and financial information 
if it’s at risk or has been stolen.

For more information
R e a d i n g  u p  o n   p h i s h -

ing  and  impostor scams  can help you 
spot a con before it’s too late. Watch 
out for  jury duty scams, too, which 
also use imposter tactics and threat-
ening phone calls to scam people into 
paying up.

You may also visit  BBB’s Spot 
a Scam page  for tips on recognizing 
scam tactics.

I f  a  scammer  con tac t s  you , 
report your experience to  BBB.org/
ScamTracker. Your report can help us 
boost consumer awareness and make 
scammers’ tactics less effective.

BBB SCAM ALERT:
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The New England Mosaic brings artists together
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

AGAWAM – The New England 
Mosaic was on display at the Agawam 
Community Artists and Artisans art show. 

This piece of art is a cumulation of 
250 smaller pieces made by communi-
ty members all around the area. All the 
pieces this year center around the theme 
“I love New England”.

“It’s community art, it engages our 
community in art, we support scholar-
ships and people just love the diversity 
of the art people come up with,” Vice 
President of ACAA Judy Lever-Duffy 
said. 

Lever-Duffy got the idea of the 
mosaic from the Florida Keys. 

Lever-Duffy as well as her co-chairs 
for the mosaic Cindy Bouley and Karen 
Conkey work on putting this mosa-
ic together over the course of several 
months. 

Beginning in March they put out 
blank free tile kits at all the libraries in 
the area, such as Springfield, Agawam, 
Westfield and more. 

People are then welcome to stop in, 
pick up a kit and decorate their tile as 
they desire, so long as they stick to the 
theme of the year. They can then turn 
their tiles back into the library where 
Lever-Duffy and the others will pick 
them up. 

Anyone is welcome to come in and 
decorate a tile, and they are welcome to 
use whatever medium they enjoy. Some 
people painted, others made collages and 
others even made sculptures on the tiles. 

Once all the tiles are turned in, 
Lever-Duffy and her co-workers then 
come together to assemble the tiles in 
order to create the mosaic. 

All of the tiles are sold for $25 and 
the proceeds go to scholarships at the 
local high schools. 

Lever-Duffy and the others have 
been doing this mosaic for three years 
and each year they have seen it grow. 

Last year they invited Scantic River 
Artisans to join the work, and they did so 
gladly. Lever-Duffy hopes that the work 
will continue to grow and move up the 
valley. 

She has enjoyed seeing the interest 
in the project increase over the past few 
years they have done the project. 

“It’s very rewarding because we are 
getting people involved in art, we accept 
everything that anybody does, nobody is 

discriminated against, it’s just expressing 
yourself,” Lever-Duffy said. 

One of Lever-Duffy and Bouley’s 
favorite parts of the process is when they 
get to bring all of the artwork together 
and present the mosaic to the community 
for the first time. 

They do an unveiling at the Agawam 
Community Golf Course so that all of the 
community members can come together 
at once to admire the art. 

“It’s fabulous, you can see the diver-
sity of the art,” Lever-Duffy said. “The 
golf course did a great job with us.” 

“Watching people look at it and just 
look at every single one and try to decide 
which one(s) they’re going to get,” 
Bouley said. “The night of the unveiling 
it’s just amazing. We have a crowd and 
they just go up and down and try to look 
at each canvas and not miss one.” 

Bouley is grateful to all of the com-
munity members who took the time to 
create a tile for this mosaic. 

“[When we get the tiles], all six of 
us just stand there and stare at it, we just 
can’t believe how beautiful it is,” Bouley 
said. “People took the time to do all of 
this art and then just donate it, and they 
really put a lot of thought into it.”

All involved in the mosaic hope that 
it helps to bring the community together 
and to allow them to get into art. They 
want to share how joyful art can be. 

This mosaic will be on display once 
more at the upcoming Scantic River 
Artisans art show, which will be at 
Thornton Burgess School, 85 Wilbraham 
Rd. in Hampden. 

The show will be on Friday, Sept. 13 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. and on Saturday, 
Sept. 14 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

◗  In The News

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK LOIN END CHOPS ......

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: 9/5/24-9/11/24

$179

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PORK SHOULDER PICNIC ...

$129 USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

RAW SHRIMP SHELL ON
41/50 COUNT 1.5 LB BAG ................

77¢
lb

SLICED IN OUR DELI
HORMEL LOW SODIUM HAM $499

lb

lb
$249

SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ......................

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SARA LEE
STRAWBERRY CHEESECAKE 26 OZ $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$699
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG 

$585
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF CHUCK ROAST OR STEAK 

$499

$259
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS .... BEEF

TENDERLOIN

$899
lb

BEEF SHORT RIB
FLANKEN CUT

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

lb

$699
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BBQ SAUCE MARINATED
BEEF BLADE STEAKS ..........

$989
lb

CUT
FREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL
$299

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ITALIAN MARINATED
1/2 CHICKEN ..........................

Tuesday Night 
6:30pm

Pitch Night
Wednesday Night 

5-6:30pm

Smoked BBQ
$10 per person

Keep your eyes open 
for more events 
to start back up 
in September!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-10pm; Fri. & Sat. 11am - Midnight; Sun. 12pm - 8pm

Saturday, 
September 7

Jeff 
Blaney

Friday, 
September 6

The 
Healy’s

Friday, 
September 13
Stu & Bob

(Boston’s Erin Og)

Saturday, 
September 14

Dee 
Reilly
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MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH  at 11:00 A.M. 
Public AuctioN

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springf ield,  MA •  Phi ladelphia,  PA 
413-733-5238 •  610-853-6655 

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)  
MA Auc.  Lic.  #161 •  PA Auc.  Lic.  #AY000241L  

Aaron Posnik 
AUCTIONEERS · APPRAISERS

• HOLYOKE •

372 Hillside Avenue      HOLYOKE, MA 
To be Sold on the Premises 

6 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM 
2 STORY 

COLONIAL STYLE HOME 
WITH 

TWO CAR DETACHED GARAGE 

 Features:  
• 2 Story Colonial Style Home • ±5,011 S/F of Land • 
• Total of (6) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (1½) Baths • 

• 1,680 S/F of Gross Living Area • Gas Heat • Full Basement • 
• Vinyl Siding • Hardwood Floors • Open Porch • Deck • 

• Public Water & Sewer • Zoned: R2-Residential • Assessor’s Parcel #: 124.32 • 
 Two Car Detached Garage    

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney C. Barry Waite 

Of the firm of Resnic, Beauregard, Waite & Driscoll 
330 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA 

Attorney for Mortgagee 

Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Bank or Certified Funds. 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies. 

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

372 Hillside Avenue   HOLYOKE, MASSACHUSETTS

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee
Attorney C. Barry Waite 

Of the firm of Resnic, Beauregard, Waite & Driscoll, 30 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA
Attorney for Mortgagee

R7408   Wright                                                                2c x 4” # 
 

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATE  

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH  at 11:00 A.M. 
Public AuctioN

www.posnik.com • E-mail: info@posnik.com

West Springf ield,  MA •  Phi ladelphia,  PA 
413-733-5238 •  610-853-6655 

TOLL FREE 1-877-POSNIK-1 (767-6451)  
MA Auc.  Lic.  #161 •  PA Auc.  Lic.  #AY000241L  

Aaron Posnik 
AUCTIONEERS · APPRAISERS

• HOLYOKE •

372 Hillside Avenue      HOLYOKE, MA 
To be Sold on the Premises 

6 ROOM / 3 BEDROOM 
2 STORY 

COLONIAL STYLE HOME 
WITH 

TWO CAR DETACHED GARAGE 

 Features:  
• 2 Story Colonial Style Home • ±5,011 S/F of Land • 
• Total of (6) Rooms w/ (3) Bedrooms & (1½) Baths • 

• 1,680 S/F of Gross Living Area • Gas Heat • Full Basement • 
• Vinyl Siding • Hardwood Floors • Open Porch • Deck • 

• Public Water & Sewer • Zoned: R2-Residential • Assessor’s Parcel #: 124.32 • 
 Two Car Detached Garage    

Sale Per Order of Mortgagee 
Attorney C. Barry Waite 

Of the firm of Resnic, Beauregard, Waite & Driscoll 
330 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA 

Attorney for Mortgagee 

Terms of Sale: $10,000.00 Deposit Bank or Certified Funds. 
5% Buyer’s Premium Applies. 

Other Terms to be Announced at Time of Sale. 

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
The New England Mosaic was on sale at the Agawam Community Artists and Artisans art show. There was a wide variety of tiles displayed 
through the New England Mosaic that people could purchase at the Agawam Community Artists and Artisans art show. 
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Knights ready 
for start of 
fall season

HOLYOKE – Out on 
the turf at Roberts Sports 
Complex, members of the 
Holyoke girls soccer and 
field hockey teams practice 
in advance of regular season 
openers that were set to take 
place this week. Girls soc-
cer was scheduled to play its 
first game on Sept. 5 against 
Easthampton, and will play 
its home opener on Monday, 

Sept. 9 at 4 p.m. 
against Ware. Field 
hockey gets going 
with a home match 
against Greenfield 
High School  a t 
4 : 3 0  p . m .  o n 
Friday, Sept. 6. The 
Knights then face 
West Springfield on 
the road Monday 
night at 7 p.m.

Western Mass Relics 
put cap on season

LUDLOW – The Western 
Mass Relics, a softball league 
for elder citizens in the region, 
wrapped up its season a couple 
of weeks ago with playoffs and 
a championship game. It was 
the Q-Tips who came out on top 
in the league, which is based in 
Ludlow.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

The field hockey team watches drills during practice last week.

Members of the field hockey team practice penalty strokes.
Girls soccer was scheduled to open 
the regular season this week.

The gi r ls  are looking for  a 
turnaround season this year.

A member of the 
girls soccer team 
work on passing.

Turley photos by David 
Henry www.sweetdogpho-

tos.com

Paul Grugden takes a swing.

Dan Jasak delivers a pitch. Jerry Ago sends a pitch away.

Derrick Green 
looks to tag out 
John Richards.

George Slattery looks to slide safely into second.		 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdog
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LONGMEADOW – The A’s Dan 
Baker doubled in a run in the bottom of 
the eighth inning to break a scoreless tie 
and lead the Athletics to a 4-2 victory 
over the Cubs in the 18th Valley Wheel 
Baseball League championship game.  

League Commissioner Jim Nason 
who sat right behind home plate for the 
action stated, “I think it might be the 
most exciting and best-played Valley 
Wheel game I’ve ever seen.”  

A picture-perfect day for baseball 
at DiPippo Park in Longmeadow turned 
into quite the pitcher’s duel with defen-
sive gems all over the field.  The top 
seeded A’s were taking on the 3rd seeded 
Cubs in a rematch of the 2023 Valley 
Wheel Championship, in which the A’s 
won 13-12 after erasing an early 7-0 
deficit.  

The Cubs have had revenge on their 
minds all season and came out swinging 
their sticks.  A’s starter Mike Bielen took 
a perfect game into the 5th inning when 
he faced the Cubs a month ago, but any 
thought of a no-hit bid ended when the 
Cubs leadoff hitter Jon Campbell singled 
to start the game.  Cory Condardo fol-
lowed with another single before Bielen 
walked Mark Caputo to load the bases 
with no outs.  Bielen would bear down.  
He got a strike out and two pop ups to 
leave the bases loaded and escape the 
jam.  Bielen would only give up one 
more hit over his next five innings of 
work.  

Cubs starting pitcher Jon Campbell 
was coming off a 10-strikeout perfor-
mance in the Valley Wheel semifinals 
and was just as dominate in the champi-
onship game.  Campbell scattered three 
hits over six innings without giving up 
a run.  

A’s manager/infielder Tim Provost 
continued to employ his playoff strategy 
of giving Bielen mid-game breaks so 
that he could start and finish the game.  
The A’s Erick Velez came on in relief 
in the 3rd inning and retired the side in 
order with two spectacular leaping catch-
es by shortstop Kevin Hill.  Bielen would 
return in the fourth inning and struck out 
two in a one, two, three frame.  

Hill then stepped on the mound in 
the sixth inning and Campbell led off 
with a bunt single.  Condardo followed 
with another hit.  After a ground out that 
held the runners, Hill walked Bryan Ring 
to load the bases.  Hill then induced a 
4-6-3 double play to get out of the jam.  

In the top of the sixth inning the 
game remained scoreless when Jason 

Mikesell walked and advanced to second 
on a wild pitch.  The next hitter popped 
up down the first base fence line but A’s 
first baseman Ryan Walsh made a sliding 
catch for the second out and the runner 
held up.  After another walk, Bielen got a 
pop up to end the inning.  

In the top of the seventh, Hill 
returned in relief and with two outs 
gave up back-to-back singles to Aaron 
Holcomb and Ryan Lopes before hitting 
John Britt with a 1-2 pitch to load the 
bases.  Hill then found an extra gear as 
he struck out the Cubs with their leadoff 
hitter up to end the inning.  

In the bottom of the seventh inning 
with Britt on in relief, the A’s threat-
ened for the first time all game.  Bielen 
walked and got to third base with one 

out.  Michael Waterhouse hit a hard 
grounder to third and Bielen was thrown 
out at the plate.  After Hill singled the A’s 
would have second and third with two 
outs before Britt would get a pop up to 
end the inning.  

With Bielen back on the bump, he 
retired the 2-3-4 hitters of the Cubs in 
order in the eighth inning.   The game 
remained tied 0-0 heading into the bot-
tom of the eighth inning when Dan 
Oleksak would leg out an infield single.  
Provost followed with a walk, before 
Dan Baker doubled over the head of the 
left fielder to plate the first run of the 
game.  After an error, Provost scored.   
Baker would score on a wild pitch, 
before Walsh hit a sacrifice fly to center 
to give the A’s a 4-0 lead.  

Bielen went out to close the game 
in the ninth inning, but walked Jonathan 
Downs to lead off the inning before Chris 
Curtis singled.  Bielen retired the next 
two hitters before walking Greg Gallivan 
to load the bases.  With the Cubs down 
to their last out, Paul Audette grounded 
to shortstop, but the A’s second baseman 
could not corral it giving the Cubs life 
and their first run.  A wild pitch would 
plate another run and put the tying run 
at second base when Bielen got a ground 
ball he refused to let get by him.  He 
tossed it to first for the final out of an 
epic game.  

The A’s won their seventh Valley 
Wheel Championship and became the 
second team to win the pennant as the 
top seed in the regular season and win 
the championship in back-to-back sea-
sons.  The Indians did it in the inaugural 
two seasons in 2006 and 2007.  The A’s 
who started off the season 0-3, finish by 
winning 12 of their last 14 games.

Four-run eighth leads A’s to Valley Wheel title
◗  Sports

SPRINGFIELD –  The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame is excited to 
introduce the Basketball Hall of Fame 
Enshrinement Game benefiting Coaches 
vs. Cancer as part of Enshrinement 
Weekend. This special event will feature 
a matchup between the back-to-back 
NCAA National Champion Connecticut 
Huskies and the Rhode Island Rams on 
Monday, Oct. 14, at the Mohegan Sun 
Arena in Uncasville, Connecticut. 

This game will be the Huskies’ first 
appearance since clinching their second 
consecutive title in April. UConn head 
coach Dan Hurley previously led Rhode 
Island from 2012-18, guiding them to 
the NCAA Tournament in 2017-18.

“We are thrilled to host and partner 
on this exhibition game as part of our 
Enshrinement Weekend festivities,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 
the Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame. 

“This game not only brings together 
two outstanding college basketball pro-
grams but also highlights the power of 
our sport to make a positive impact off 
the court. By supporting Coaches vs. 
Cancer, we are proud to contribute to the 
fight against a disease that has touched 
so many lives. We look forward to a 
memorable weekend that celebrates the 
spirit of basketball and those who inspire 
us all.”

The NCAA waiver-approved charity 
game will cap off the Hall of Fame’s 
weekend’s festivities, which also fea-
tures the Class of 2024 Enshrinement 
Ceremony on Sunday, October 13, 
in Springfield, Massachusetts – the 
Birthplace of Basketball. All net pro-
ceeds from the game will benefit 
Coaches vs. Cancer and the American 
Cancer Society.

“We appreciate the Naismith 

Basketball Hall of Fame’s support of 
our work to improve the lives of peo-
ple with cancer and their families,” 
said Dr. Karen E. Knudsen, CEO of the 
American Cancer Society. “Our partner-
ship with the NABC has been invalu-
able in helping us fund research and 
directly support those going through a 
cancer journey. The support and aware-
ness this game will provide extends our 
reach even further and moves us closer 
to ensuring everyone has the opportuni-
ty to prevent, detect, treat, and survive 
cancer.”

Coaches vs. Cancer is a nation-
wide partnership between the American 
Cancer Society and the National 
Association of Basketball Coaches 
(NABC). The program brings together 
coaches, fans, and the basketball com-
munity to support the American Cancer 
Society’s efforts in advancing cancer 

research, providing patient support, and 
advocating for those affected by the dis-
ease. Currently raising over $10 million 
annually, the Coaches vs. Cancer initia-
tive has raised more than $167 million 
to help fulfill the mission of ending can-
cer. For more information, please visit 
coaches.cancer.org. 

“Mohegan Sun is a proud partner of 
both UConn and the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame, and we’re once again 
thrilled to have an expanded role in 
Enshrinement Weekend, which will now 
include this marquee exhibition game 
inside the 10,000-seat Mohegan Sun 
Arena,” said Jeff Hamilton, President & 
GM of Mohegan Sun. “UConn vs. URI 
on October 14th, benefiting Coaches 
vs. Cancer, will be a great experience 
for fans, and it is a great way to cap off 
one of the most exciting weekends of the 
year at Mohegan Sun.” 

National Champion UConn to play on Enshrinement Weekend

Quabbin Valley to start fall league
The Quabbin Valley Over-28 

Baseball League is looking to start an 
eight-game fall program for the over-28 
population. The league, which plays a 
spring/summer regular season with six 
teams for 15 games followed by playoffs, 
is hoping to continue the fun into the fall 
with a short eight-game schedule for inter-
ested players.

Preliminary details are still being 
worked on, but the league is looking to 
have four teams with six “regular season” 
games followed by a semifinal in the sev-
enth week, and a final/consolation game 
in the eighth week.

The league will be a bit more informal 
than the regular spring/summer league with 
the goal being for players to have fun play-
ing more baseball, work on field and bat-
ting skills through more innings in the field 
and extra at-bats, or potentially working on 

or trying out pitching.
As has been traditional in other fall 

leagues, the Quabbin League will likely 
be wood-bat only for the fall.

There is an interest form and survey 
interested players can fill out at www.
quabbinvalleybaseball.org. The league is 
open to all current Quabbin league players 
as well as players from other leagues who 
are age 28 and over during the calendar 
year of 2024. 

The league will look to keep the cost 
very low for the league with preliminary 
indications having the league in the $40-
50 range to play eight games.

Games will likely be held in the West 
Springfield, Agawam, Southwick area and 
are likely to be held on Sunday mornings, 
though a few games may be held at alter-
nate times. Games are scheduled to begin 
in September after Labor Day.

Hall of Fame hosts Community Day
SPRINGFIELD – On Thursday, 

Aug. 22, the Naismith Basketball 
Hall of Fame hosted NBA 2K 
Community Day for the 
first time. This exclusive, 
invite-only event brought 
together over 80 NBA 
2K players from 10 
different countries, 
giving them an early 
preview of the latest 
edition in the series, 
NBA 2K25.

“We were honored 
to be chosen to host NBA 
2K Community Day and 
bring the international 2K com-
munity to the Birthplace of Basketball, 
showcasing our wonderful city of 
Springfield on a global stage,” said 
John L. Doleva, President and CEO of 

the Basketball Hall of Fame. 
A t t e n d e e s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s 

Community Day had an exclusive 
look at the all-new dribble 

engine, ProPLAY™ ani-
mation expansion, key 
updates across offense 
a n d  d e f e n s e ,  a n d 
more. Creators also 
had opportunities to 
explore the Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame 

Museum.
Addit ional ly,  the 

Hall of Fame welcomed a 
number of sports gaming 
media on Thursday as 

p a r t  o f the NBA 2K Community 
Day celebration, including outlets 
from Australia, France, and the United 
Kingdom.

The Valley Wheel Athletics captured the championship on Sunday, Aug. 25. The A’s defeated 
the Cubs 4-2 to take the title. Submitted photo
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 Sports ◗

BOYS SOCCER
Wednesday, Sept. 4	 Home	 Chicopee Comp	 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 6	 Away	 Central	 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 13	 Home	 Monson	 4 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 16	 Home	 Chicopee	 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 18	 Away	 Northampton	 7 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 23	 Home	 Turners Falls	 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24	 Away	 SICS	 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 25	 Home	 West Springfield	 4 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 27	 Away	 Chicopee Comp	 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 2	 Home	 Central	 4 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4	 Away	 Monson	 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8	 Home	 Northampton	 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10	 Away	 Chicopee	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 16	 Home	 SICS	 6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 18	 Away	 Turners Falls	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 23	 Away	 Belchertown	 6 p.m.

GIRLS SOCCER
Thursday, Sept. 5	 Away	 Easthampton	 5:15 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9	 Home	 Ware	 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 11	 Away	 Mahar	 6 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 13	 Away	 St. Mary’s	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17	 Away	 Frontier	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 19	 Home	 Easthampton	 4 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 21	 Home	 Dedham	 11 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 23	 Away	 Taconic	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24	 Home	 Central	 4 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 26	 Home	 Lenox	 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1	 Away	 Ware	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 3	 Home	 Mahar	 4 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4	 Away	 Greenfield	 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 9	 Home	 St. Mary’s	 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 11	 Home	 Frontier	 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 17	 Home	 Hopkins	 6 p.m.

FOOTBALL
Thursday, Sept. 12	 Home	 Pittsfield	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 19	 Home	 Agawam	 7 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 28	 Away	 Taconic	 3 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4	 Away	 Longmeadow	 7 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10	 Home	 Minnechaug	 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 18	 Away	 Chicopee Comp	 6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 25	 Home	 Central	 6 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 1	 Home	 Westfield	 7 p.m.
Nov. 8/9	 TBD	 Week 9 - TBD	 TBD
Nov. 15/16	 TBD	 Week 10 - TBD	 TBD
Thursday, Nov. 28	 Away	 South Hadley	 10 a.m.

FIELD HOCKEY
Friday, Sept. 6	 Home	 Greenfield	 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9	 Away	 West Springfield	 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 10	 Home	 Amherst	 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 12	 Home	 Hampshire	 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 16	 Away	 Palmer	 5:15 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 18	 Home	 Franklin Tech	 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 20	 Away	 Frontier	 5:45 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 23	 Home	 Southwick	 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24	 Away	 Belchertown	 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1	 Away	 Amherst	 5:15 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 3	 Home	 Belchertown	 6 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4	 Home	 West Springfield	 4:30 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 7	 Away	 Agawam	 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 11	 Away	 Hampshire	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 15	 Home	 Palmer	 6 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 17	 Away	 Franklin Tech	 4:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 18	 Away	 Northampton	 4:30 p.m.

BOYS CROSS COUNTRY
Wednesday, Sept. 11	 Away	 Duggan	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17	 Home	 PVCA	 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24	 Home	 East Longmeadow	4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1	 Home	 Agawam	 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8	 Away	 West Springfield	 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 15	 Away	 Westfield	 3:45 p.m.

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY
Wednesday, Sept. 11	 Away	 Duggan	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 17	 Home	 PVCA	 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 24	 Home	 East Longmeadow	4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 1	 Home	 Agawam	 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8	 Away	 West Springfield	 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 15	 Away	 Westfield	 3:45 p.m.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
Tuesday, Sept. 3	 Away	 Mt. Everett	 6 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 5	 Home	 Ware	 5 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 9	 Away	 Taconic	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 11	 Away	 Sci-Tech	 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 19	 Home	 Putnam	 5 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 23	 Home	 Monument Mtn	 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept. 25	 Home	 Mt. Everett	 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 27	 Home	 PVCA	 5 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 30	 Away	 Ware	 6:15 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 2	 Home	 Taconic	 5:30 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 4	 Home	 Smith Vocational	 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 8	 Home	 Sci-Tech	 5 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 10	 Away	 South Hadley	 6:15 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 15	 Away	 Easthampton	 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 16	 Away	 Putnam	 6:15 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 18	 Away	 Monument Mtn	 6 p.m.

Holyoke High School 2024 fall varsity schedule

 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Current unit
  7. Reciprocal of an 

ohm
 10. God of the sea
 12. A way to 

disfigure
 13. Positioned
 14. Tall tropical 

American tree
 15. Large 

deciduous trees
 16. __ and ends
 17. Part of a 

machine
 18. Brews
 19. One who leads 

prayers in a 
mosque

 21. Indian state
 22. Partisans
 27. Top lawyer in 

the land
 28. Former Dodgers 

MVP
 33. Title for women
 34. Heated and 

allowed to 
slowly cool

 36. Copycat
 37. Sounds
 38. One-time Israeli 

diplomat Abba
 39. Part of (abbr.)
 40. Hateful
 41. Collide
 44. European 

football 
heavyweight

 45. One who works 
for you

 48. Song
 49. Ancient marvels
 50. Bridge building 

degree
 51. Delivery boys

CLUES DOWN
  1. Continent
  2. Submissive
  3. There’s a lot in a 

bowling alley
  4. Sun up in New 

York

  5. Court decision 
__ v. Wade

  6. Finish line
  7. Young women
  8. Hives of activity
  9. Hyman Roth’s 

right-hand man 
Johnny

 10. Eastern U.S. 
river

 11. Popular cooking 
ingredient

 12. Greek 
mythological 
princess

 14. Scent for men
 17. Cost, insurance 

and freight 
(abbr.)

 18. Once more
 20. Irate
 23. Triangular 

spaces above a 
door

 24. Norwegian 
playwright and 
poet Henrik 

 25. Atomic #58
 26. Patti Hearst’s 

captors
 29. Natural 

logarithm
 30. Talk incessantly
 31. Went by
 32. Strives
 35. Fall back
 36. Manila hemp
 38. Not easily 

explained
 40. Former “Double 

Dare” host 
Summers

 41. Mollusk
 42. Capital of Togo
 43. Letter of 

Semitic scripts
 44. Founder of 

Babism
 45. Indicates near
 46. Family of 

regulator genes
 47. Indicates before

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 11

their own little expressions in there, 
expressing themselves and giving it 
their little touch so they know when 
they walk the route this school year that 
they took part in it,” Colon Ortiz said.

“I am looking forward to everyone 
coming together and the culmination of 
this project that feels like it has taken 
such a long time but also happened so 
quickly,” Aharon said. 

Colon Ortiz decided on having the 
school bus mural as the final mural as 
she felt it fit the theme. 

“It’s the walking school bus so I 
thought it would be funny and cute to 
have a school bus on the sidewalk to 
mark the beginning of where the route 
starts,” Colon Ortiz said. “I really just 
felt like it would be the best image as 
it’s for a community of walking school 
bus students.”

Following the painting session, the 
whole group got to go on a walking 
tour of the whole walking bus route. 

The murals painted included an 
alphabet caterpillar, number leaves, a 
“floor is lava” zone and a zombie run 
zone. 

Each mural decorates the walking 

school bus route to Morgan and is inter-
active for kids and other community 
members to enjoy.

Colon Ortiz and Aharon were both 
pleased with how well this project has 
been going. 

“It was really fun seeing the fam-
ilies walking through the murals that 
were completed as we kept moving 
along,” Colon Ortiz said. 

“We’ve been working really hard 
and we didn’t even know if this project 
would come to life in the way that we 
imagined, but it has,” Aharon said. 

Aharon and Colon Ortiz are grate-
ful to everyone in the community who 
has supported them throughout the pro-
cess of putting this project together. 

People from Mass in Motion, city 
employees, staff and administration 
from Morgan School, HCHIP and Safe 
Routes to School all pitched in to make 
this project possible. 

Aharon and Colon Ortiz are also 
grateful for all of the kids and their 
families who participated in the walk-
ing school bus and helped to create this 
mural. 

This truly was a community effort 
and all involved were proud to see it 
come to fruition. 

MURAL, from page 1

“crosses the line of conflict of interest.”
Garcia, who is chair of the School 

Committee as well as Mayor, said, “I 
have enjoyed working with Gustavo and 
Gloria on the School Board. Their voices 
have been critical in getting us to where 
we are today with working on the tran-
sition to local control of our schools.” 
Mayor Garcia noted their departure will 
not interfere with the transition process, 
but he does want to move quickly with 
getting the seats filled so that the School 
Board can continue the forward momen-
tum with their Capacity Building Plan 
for local control approved at their August 
19 meeting.

According to the Holyoke City 
Charter, vacancies that are the result of 
departures will be filled by appointments 
made jointly by the School Committee, 
City Council, and the Mayor. The indi-

viduals appointed for these two vacan-
cies will serve out the remainder of two-
year terms as members of the committee. 
When those terms are up, the ward seats 
will be filled by the voters at a regular 
election.

Those interested are asked to send 
their letters of interest, accompanied by 
a resume to:

• City of Holyoke Personnel Office
20 Korean Veterans Plaza
Holyoke, MA 01040
• Letters of interest and resumes can 

also be submitted by email to  person-
nel@holyoke.org.

Candidates will be interviewed at 
an October 2, 2024, joint meeting of 
the Holyoke School Committee, City 
Council, and Mayor. Applications will 
be accepted up until then, although can-
didates are encouraged to submit their 
interest sooner. The successful applicant 
will serve until succeeded at the next 
local election.

SEATS, from page 1

 In The News ◗

Send us your sports news and photos sports@turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393
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THREE CEMETERY PLOTS for 
sale with large headstone (valued at 
$6,000) at Springfield St. Cemetery, 
Feeding Hills, Mass. $5,500. 413-
204-6894.

VIKING PROFESSIONAL X6 
BURNER W/GRILL & OVEN. Star-
Max Grill, Garland Griddle. Plus Com-
mercial exhaust hood & x3 stainless 
steel prep tables of various sizes. LG 
large fridge. Working, Great condition. 
You haul away. 508-627-2319. 

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. 
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge 
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

TAG SALE
COMMUNITY TAG SALE. Ludlow 
Housing Authority, 114 Wilson Street, 
Ludlow. Friday, 9/20/24, 8:30am-
1:30pm. Indoors: Rain or shine. Ev-
erything must go!

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc.  Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware, 
advertising, motorcycles, clothing.  Call 
Ken (413)433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald 
Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN
 LANDSCAPING

Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care

Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming/mulching
Custom edging/stone work

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

.

MASONRY
MASONRY FOUNDATION RES-
TORATION, stairs, walkways, ext. 
Also roofing, new and repairs welcome. 
Licensed/Insured. Call 413-978-894-
5412 or 978-894-6331.

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt 
service call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Residential removal of trees, 
Free estimates, Fully insured W/Work-
man’s Comp. Remove them before the 
wind takes them down. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

CAMPERS
2011 KEYSTONE MONTANA 
MOUNTAINEER MODEL RKD 
LENGTH 33’, 2 SLIDE OUTS, REAR 
KITCHEN, SLEEPS 4, LOTS OF 
STORAGE. $17,000. BRIMFIELD 
(413)374-1880

The Trustees of the Otis Library seek 
applicants for a LIBRARY DIREC-
TOR POSITION. The position pays 
$21-$25 per hour commensurate with 
experience. The Director can expect to 
work between 25-30 hours per week.  
An application packet is available by 
emailing otislibrary@cwmars.org 
or at the Otis Library at 48 North 
Main Road, Otis, MA 01253. 
(413) 269-0109.  
The application deadline is September 
13, 2024. 
The Otis Library Board of Trustees is 
an equal opportunity employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON

HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting 
letters of interest from qualified candi-
dates to fill two full-time Equipment 
Operator/General Laborer posi-
tions in the Town Highway Department. 
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic 
Hoister’s licenses and OSHA-10 certi-
fication is preferred.

Further information can be found 
on the Town’s website: 

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the 
Highway Superintendent at 64 Hun-
tington Road, Monday – Friday, 7 AM 
to 3 PM; the telephone number is 413-
238-5830.  

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three (3) references with relevant con-
tact information to: worthingtonhigh-
way@gmail.com or to Worthington 
Highway Department, P. O. Box 643, 
Worthington, MA. This posting will 
remain pertinent until the position is 
filled.

The Town of Worthington is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

WANTED SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Retro World
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JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
Read your local newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

HELP-WANTED:
PART-TIME PODIATRY OFFICE, 

Portuguese speaking helpful. 
Ludlow, Mass.

 Email resume to podbill@aol.com.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
September 24, 2024 at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
836-3939-8493; CALL IN 
*67 646 558 8656 to hear, 
pursuant to the Holyoke 
Zoning Ordinance, a Site 
Plan Review (Sec l0A); Large 
Scale Battery Energy Storage 
System (File 164), submitted 
by AE-ESS Holyoke, LLC 
c/o Agilitas Energy, Inc to be 
located at Bobala Road and 
Kelly Way, Holyoke, MA 
01040 (176-00-004A). 

A complete copy of the 
application may be seen in 
the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development at 20 
Korean Veterans Plaza, 8:30 
am-4:30 pm, M-F. 

APPLICANT: 
AE-ESS Holyoke, LLC
c/o Agilitas Energy, Inc. 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch, Chair 

09/06, 09/13/2024 

COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS

HAMPDEN, ss. SUPERIOR 
COURT DEPARTMENT 

OF 
THE TRIAL COURT

       CIVIL ACTION NO.: 
2479CV00307

FOUR HARPS, LLC	
	 Plaintiff	

v.
The heirs or legal rep-
resentatives of EDGAR 
A. CAPEN and persons 
claiming under EDGAR A. 
CAPEN who may claim an 
interest in certain land in 
Holyoke,  Hampden County, 
Massachusetts by purchase, 
descent or otherwise

Defendants
ORDER OF NOTICE 
TO:	 the Defendants, 

the heirs or legal represen-
tatives of Edgar A. Capen 
and persons claiming under 
Edgar A. Capen, who may 
claim an interest in the real 
property at 49 Linden Street, 
Holyoke, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts (hereinafter 
the “Real Property) by pur-
chase, descent or otherwise  
Four Harps, LLC claiming to 
have an interest in the Real 
Property by virtue of that 
certain deed with warran-
ty covenants from Sophia 
H. Chioles and Christopher 
D. Chioles dated December 
15, 2017 and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds at Book 21995, page 
290 has filed with this Court a 
Complaint to quiet and estab-
lish title to said Real Property 
by a judgment “in rem against 
the land, and a judgment 
establishing or declaring the 
validity, nature and extent of 
the Plaintiff’s title” pursuant 
to M.G.L. c. 240, §§ 6 to 10. 

If  you object to the 
Plaintiff’s Complaint, then 
you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
answer or other responsive 
pleading with the Hampden 
County Superior Court, 50 
State Street, Springfield, 
MA 01103 on or before 
September 30, 2024 (the 
“Return Date”), or you may 
be forever barred from object-
ing to the Plaintiff’s claims.

Witness: 	
McDonough, J.

Attest:	 
William T. Walsh, 

Assistant Clerk, 
Hampden County 

Superior Court 
09/06, 09/13, 09/20/2024 

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 

Family Court 
50 State Street 

Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD24P1481PO 
In the Matter of: 

Gertraud K. Frank-Ely 
Irrevocable Trust of 2022

TRUST CITATION
To all interested persons: 
A Pet i t ion has been 

filed by: Julia M Frank 
of Warren, VT requesting 
Termination of the Gertraud 
K. Frank-Ely Irrevocable 
Trust of 2022. 

You have the right 
to obtain a copy of the 
Petition from the Petitioner 
or at the Court. You have a 
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a 
written appearance and 
objection at this Court 
before  10:00  a .m.  on 
09/25/2024. 

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline 
by which you must file a 
written appearance and 
objection if you object to 
this proceeding. If you 
fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection 
followed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty 
(30) days of the return date, 
action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.  

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: September 03, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate

09/06/2024

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Holyoke Planning 
Board will hold a public 
hearing to hear a zoning ordi-
nance text change to specify 
that no group homes, profit or 
non-profit, be allowed with-

in the city limits of Holyoke, 
Ma without the approval of 
the Holyoke City Council. 
Hearing will take place on 
Tuesday, September 24th, 
2024 at 5:30 pm via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID: 836 
3939 8493 or by call in at 
1-646-558-8656 with same 
meeting ID. To provide com-
ments to the Planning Board, 
please contact Brianna Tejada 
at tejadab@holyoke.org 

Planning Board Chair 
Mimi Panitch

09/06, 09/13/2024 

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
September 24, 2024, at 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com 
ID: 836 3939 8493; CALL 
IN *67 646 558 8656 to 
hear, pursuant to the Holyoke 
Zoning Ordinance, Section 
6.4.6.4, a Special Permit for 
an Increase in Sign Size and 
for Multiple Signs per wall 
for Lighthouse-Holyoke, at 
92 Race Street (Parcel 038-
07-019), submitted by Agnoli 
Sign Co, Inc. 

The complete application 
may be viewed through the 
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F, 
9-4 p.m. 

Applicant: 
Agnoli Sign Co, Inc. 
Planning Board: 
Mimi Panitch

09/06, 09/13/2024 

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

COTTAGE STREET COMMONS
AFFORDABLE HOUSING OPPORTUNITY:

Three two bedroom apartments and two one bedroom apart-
ments available for rent in the newly constructed Cottage Street 
Commons, 49 Cottage Street, Easthampton MA. Utilities are 
not included.  One bedroom units are $1,351.00 per month with 
a $167.00 monthly utility allowance, and two bedroom units are 
$1,682.00 per month with a $215.00 monthly utility allowance. 
Income eligibility, as defined by HUD pursuant to section 3 of 
the 42 U.S.C. 1437 (the Housing Act of 1937), is as follows:

	 Household	 Maximum Income
	    Size		       80% AMI	
	 1	 $55,800
	 2	 $63,800
	 3	 $71,750
	 4	 $79,700
	 5 	 $86,100
	 6	 $92,500
Located in the center of Easthampton’s Cultural District, 

with off street parking and handicapped accessible.  Walk to 
shops, restaurants the Nashawannuck Pond Boardwalk and 
more. First, Last, and Security deposit required. No pets (unless 
a service animal) and it is a smoke free building. 

All reasonable accommodations shall be offered, and all 
applicants shall be considered regardless of race, color, dis-
ability, religion, sex, familial status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, national origin, genetic information, ancestry, children, 
marital status, or public assistance recipiency. 

Please contact: Valley Apartment Rentals at 203 
Northampton Street, Easthampton, MA, 01027, (413) 203-
2260, TTY/TTD number 711, or valleyapartmentrentals@
gmail.com, for information and applications.  

Applications may be picked up in person, emailed, or sent 
by mail.  Applications may be submitted by mail, fax, or e-mail.

Applications can be downloaded by going to: 
www.NorthamptonHousing.org/CottageStreetCommons 

Translation Assistance available at no cost upon request.
No preference shall be given to those who pick up 

applications in person.

All qualified applicants shall be selected based upon a 
lottery process.

Applications must be submitted by 
Tuesday,  October 15, 2024

A hybrid informational meeting will be held at  the 
Cliffview Manor Community Room, 36 Lussier Circle, 
Easthampton, MA 01027 on Sep 10, 2024 04:00PM

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81749250630?pwd=

Carzg7RXta22L2RSny8jpeG62jHKWn.1 

Meeting ID: 817 4925 0630   Passcode: 0910

Attendance at this meeting is not mandatory for participa-
tion in the lottery process
09/06/2024 
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ent skills. 
“The families also said they like 

the fact of being able to do it with their 
kids so it is a family unit, it makes 
them more comfortable,” MacInnes 
said. 

At this camp-in, the Scouts set up 
tents, played games, watched movies 
and completed a variety of activities in 
order to earn Scout achievements. 

The achievements included rank 
advancements, camping merit badges 
and cooking merit badges. 

The Scouts were in charge of plan-
ning out and cooking the meals for 
the weekend. The girl Scout troop and 
some of the older Cub Scouts were pri-
marily in charge of this work. 

“To help them learn how to cook 
we have one of the lodge members 

who is going to be there and help them 
make homemade party-sized pizzas 
from scratch,” MacInnes said. 

Later on there will be outdoor 
camp-outs at the Scout res-
ervation, and this event 
was intended to prepare 
them for that. 

“A t  t h i s  c a m p -
in they will be learn-
ing how to set the tents, 
how to set  the s leeping 
bags, or air mattress or cot,” 
MacInnes said. “It 
shows that  they 
can do it.. .it’s a 
way to start them 
off so they’re not 
as nervous.”

M a c I n n e s 
hopes  tha t  th i s 
event will make it 

easier once the Scouts move to outdoor 
camping. This way they already have 

basic knowledge in how to cook and 
set-up camp, so when they are out-

doors they can focus more 
on learning new skills. 

The families and the 
youth agreed that start-
ing indoors would be 
best and then they can 

move to camping in the 
woods, which all of the kids 
are excited for.

T h i s  e v e n t 
a lso  helped the 
o l d e r  y o u t h  t o 
p r e p a r e  f o r  a 
Camperie that will 
happen at the end 
of October.  

“It’s a way for 
them to start learn-

ing the outdoors,” MacInnes said. 
The Scouts primarily planned out 

the entirety of the event. They have 
been working on detailing everything 
over the last two months so this camp-
in could be fun and help them all learn.

“They planned on each activity 
they’re going to be learning,” MacInnes 
said. “From the Cub Scouts to the 
Troop Level, they planned our menu, 
the movies we’re going to be watching, 
the activities to keep everybody enter-
tained. It’s all planned by the youth, we 
just guide them a little bit.”

MacInnes is proud of all of the 
effort they put forward to make this 
event possible. 

To learn more about the Scouts and 
the events they do, reach out to them 
at scoutingholyoke@gmail.com. There 
are programs available for any person 
from age five to 20.

SCOUT, from page 1

“It’s a way for them to start 
learning the outdoors.” 

- Scout Leader 
Heather MacInnes

 In The News ◗
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to go back to school,” Caisse said. 
Caisse has been doing this event for 

13 years and he has loved seeing it grow 
each year. 

He begins planning for the event 
right after the last one ends. He sched-
ules the field the Monday after the back-
to-school event so he can ensure it will 
be booked for the community. 

Then in November he sends out 
emails to remind people to start review-
ing the areas and activities they oversee 
so if they need anything further for the 
upcoming year, Caisse can have it pre-
pared. 

Caisse is grateful to all of the spon-
sors, people and organizations that 
helped to make this event possible. 
Cradle the Crayons, for example, donat-
ed all of the backpacks for this event. 

He is also grateful to Hampden 
County Sheriff Nick Cocchi, who allows 

Caisse to take charge with these kinds of 
events. 

“He’s so passionate about families 
and communities that he allows me to 
come out here as part of my job,” Caisse 
said. 

More than anything Caisse hopes 
that through his work with HSNI and 
doing events like these that he will be 
able to help kids in Holyoke to have a 
brighter future. 

“There’s no greater reward, nothing 
brings me the satisfaction like seeing 
somebody become successful, and that’s 
what it’s all about and that’s what drives 
me,” Caisse said. 

He hopes that this event is a high-
light in the community’s summer. 

“The highlight of today is just see-
ing smiles on the kids’ faces, you go 
down there and when a little kid gets 
their backpack and opens it up and 
they’re smiling, there’s nothing better for 
me,” Caisse said. 

SUPPLIES, from page 1

Kids were able to play laser tag at the back-to-school 
backpack event at Kelly School.

There were bounce houses and slides for kids to play on at the back-to-school backpack event at Kelly School.	 Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

The back-to-school backpack event at Kelly School had 
live music for people to listen to as they walked around the 
event. 

Community members lined up in order to get resources and information from a variety of 
community organizations at the back-to-school backpack event at Kelly School.

Kids were able to play on a small patch of ice provided by 
Holyoke Hockey Club. 

The Greater Holyoke YMCA handed out resources and 
information for community members to use. 

The Holyoke Medical Center was present to 
give out information at the back-to-school 
backpack event at Kelly School.

Families First provided resources to families attending the 
back-to-school backpack event at Kelly School.

Community members lined up in order to receive their backpacks at the back-to-school 
backpack event at Kelly School.

Children had the chance to win bicycles at the back-to-school backpack event at Kelly 
School.

Staff from Holyoke Public Schools and the Holyoke Safe 
Neighborhood Initiative welcomed families to the back-to-
school backpack event at Kelly School.


