
By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

H O L Y O K E  – 
Wis ta r iahurs t  Museum 
in Holyoke has opened a 
new permanent exhibit, the 
Skinner Servants’ Room. 
This new exhibit is located 
on the second floor of the 
museum.

Director Megan Seiler 
said the renovation was 
important for the museum.

“I think, one we want-
ed a space, a space that was 

interactive, more family 
friendly, more kid friend-
ly, and that was more about 
what it would be like, you 
know, creating historical 
empathy around what would 
the staff have experienced 
working in this house,” Seiler 
said. “And we just kind of 
wanted to update some of the 
information, make it acces-

sible, make it in Spanish as 
well. Because everything 
wasn’t English previously. 
Then Rachel worked real-
ly hard on researching a lot 
of the individuals. She went 
on genealogy websites and 
found out a lot of informa-
tion.”

Events  Coordinator 
Rachel Powell shared about 

the research process.
“It was great,” she said. 

“I got to know these peo-
ple very well. We also have 
like interviews from them 
where they talk like Skinner 
descendants and that’s like 
where I found a lot of infor-
mation. Particularly with 

Turley Photos by Christina Gioscia
Above, Wistariahurst Museum Event Coordinator Rachel Powell, Director Megan Seiler and Office 
Assistant Emily Munsell in the new Skinner Servants’ Room. Left, items in the Skinner Servants’ 
Room including a washboard.

Neal wins by small margin over newcomer Whalen
By Brendan Rooney

Correspondent

U.S.  Rep .  Richard 
Nea l  has  secu red  the 
Democratic nomination 
in  Massachuse t t s ’  1s t 
Congressional  Distr ict , 

defeating first-time can-
didate and local teach-
er  Je romie  Whalen  in 
Tuesday’s primary. 

Whalen will now return 
to the classroom, while 
Neal turns his attention to 
November, when he will 

seek reelection for what 
would be his 20th term in 
Congress. 

A s  o f  We d n e s d a y 
morning, various reports 
stated Neal had garnered 
46,125 votes, or 53.7%, 
compared with Whalen’s 

39,714 votes, or 46.3% – a 
difference of 6,411 votes. 

Following the victo-
ry, Neal is now expected 
to face independent can-
didates Nadia Milleron 
and Anthony Celata in the 
general election on Nov. 

3. If reelected, he could 
become chair of the pow-
erful  House Ways and 
Means Committee should 
Democrats regain control of 
the House in November, a 

US Congressman Richard Neal stands with his supporters. 	 Turley Photo by Brendan Rooney 
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City celebrates first 
day back to school

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Public Schools had a won-
derful first day back to 
school on Aug. 24. 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Jaqueline Glasheen was 
happy to report that the first 
day of school went excep-
tionally well for all schools.

“We had a debrief of 
the first day with the cabi-
net and all school principals 
and every single person on 
the call reported a great day,” 
Glasheen said. 

One of the biggest high-
lights of the day was school 

Students 
back in class

See SCHOOL, page 6

H O LYO K E  –  L a s t 
Thursday, less than one 
week into the new school 
year, Holyoke High School 
was placed on lockdown as 
police investigated a possi-
ble threat to the school. In 
a follow-up to the inci-
dent, Superintendent Jackie 
Glasheen released more 
information about the inci-
dent:

Glasheen said she met 
Friday morning with district 
and school staff along with 
members of the Holyoke 
Police Department to “review 
what went well yesterday 
and where we need to con-
tinue to reflect and improve” 
fol lowing the  previous 
day’s  lockdown at Holyoke 
High School North. 

“This meeting provided 
us with a good foundation 
to build on,” Superintendent 
Glasheen said. “We will con-
tinue to meet as a team, and 
we will continue to provide 
updates to families and staff 

Threat 
to HHS 
deemed 
a hoax

See HOAX, page 6
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Greater Holyoke Chamber invites 
businesses to 58th Annual Chamber Cup

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Greater Holyoke Chamber 
is inviting businesses, pro-
fess iona l s ,  loca l  l ead-
ers, and community part-
ners from across Western 
Massachusetts to participate 
in the 58th Annual Chamber 
Cup on Friday, Sept. 25, 
at Westover Golf Course. 
Registration is now open 
for the annual event, which 
brings together the region-
al business community for 
a day of golf, networking, 
visibil i ty,  and relat ion-
ship-building.

The Chamber Cup offers 
companies and organizations 
a valuable way to connect 
outside the traditional meet-
ing setting. Participants can 
build business relationships, 
strengthen team connections, 
and engage with profession-
als from across the region 

in a relaxed and welcoming 
environment. The event is 
open to Chamber members 
and non-members alike, 
making it a regional oppor-
tunity for businesses look-
ing to expand their reach and 
community presence.

Businesses can partici-
pate in several ways, includ-
ing registering a foursome, 
becoming an event spon-
sor, sponsoring a hole or 
meal, donating raffle prizes, 
or volunteering during the 
event. Each option offers a 
different path to visibility 
and engagement, whether a 
company wants to host cli-
ents, recognize employees, 
promote its brand, or sup-
port a signature community 
event.

The day will include 
gol f  a t  Wes tover  Gol f 
Course, breakfast, lunch, 

raffles, and opportunities to 
connect with business own-
ers, executives, public offi-
cials, nonprofit leaders, and 
professionals from through-
out Western Massachusetts. 
For sponsors and raffle 
donors, the event provides 
added exposure before and 
during the tournament, help-
ing businesses stay visible 
among a broad and engaged 
audience.

The Greater Holyoke 
Chamber encourages busi-
nesses to register early, 
secure sponsorship oppor-
tunities, and plan now for 
participation in the 2026 
Chamber Cup. Companies 
interested in playing, spon-
soring, donating raffle priz-
es, or volunteering can visit 
holyokechamber.com or con-
tact the Chamber for more 
information.

◗  In The News

Indigenous Joyfest at Wistariahurst Museum
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum will 
be celebrating our 2026 
Indigenous Joyfest, happen-
ing Sunday, Sept. 20, from 
12 to 3 p.m. Join Andre 
Strongbearheart Gaines Jr., 
Founder of No Loose Braids, 
Sito Zapaktli, José Lugo, 
Tracey-Mae Chambers, and 
other indigenous present-
ers as they share indigenous 
history and culture through 
music, art, and informative 
talks. This event is geared 
towards learning and explo-
ration, perfect for people of 
all ages.

N o  L o o s e  B r a i d s 
has led speaking engage-
ments at educational cen-
ters and universities across 

Massachusetts, given presen-
tations, and led social songs 
and dances at public events. 
As a Nipmuc-led organiza-
tion, No Loose Braids will 
highlight this tribe, which is 
one of New England’s most 
historic and largest native 
communities. Founder of 
No Loose Braids Andre 
Strongbearheart Gaines Jr. 
will be leading this year’s 
Indigenous Joyfest. Andre 
has many roles, includ-
ing being a father, public 
speaker, traditional dancer, 
and Indigenous Activist for 
Indigenous rights. 

During this event, visu-
al artist and a citizen of the 
Métis Nation of Ontario 
Tracey-Mae Chambers will 

have her fiber art installa-
tion “Hope and Healing 
Cross Border” on view in 
Wistariahurst’s Music Room. 
Chambers will discuss the 
inspiration behind this piece 
and how her large-scale fiber 
installations focus on “col-
lective grief, care, decolo-
nization, and remembrance 
within public and institutional 
space.” 

Indigenous Joyfest 
is part of Wistariahurst’s 
Sensory Friendly event series. 
Need to take a break from the 
energy? A low-sensory area 
will be available to guests. 
This event will be free and 
open to the public. Make sure 
to come by Wistariahurst for 
this year’s Indigenous Joyfest.

Head Start celebrates three 
educators for longtime service

H o l y o k e  C h i c o p e e 
Springfield Head Start, Inc. 
(HCS Head Start) is proud 
to celebrate three long-
time members of its team 
who have each reached an 
extraordinary milestone of 25 
years of service: Casondra 
Alexander, Site Director; 
Myrna Nunez, Infant/Toddler 
Teacher ;  and Nakeisha 
McLaurin, Infant/Toddler 
Teacher.

Together, Alexander, 
Nunez, and McLaurin rep-
resent 75 years of service 
to Head Start children and 
families, demonstrating the 
lasting impact that dedicated 
early childhood profession-
als can have on generations 
of families throughout the 
region.

Casondra Alexander 
has spent 25 years with 
HCS Head Start, serving in 
a variety of roles within the 
Education Department. Her 
journey with the organiza-
tion began as a Head Start 
parent and volunteer before 
she became a teacher in both 
preschool and infant/toddler 
classrooms. Over the years, 
Alexander continued to grow 
within the organization and 
today serves as Site Director 
of the Lincoln Grove Head 
Start Center in Chicopee, 
providing leadership and 
support to staff while helping 
ensure children and families 
receive high-quality early 
education experiences.

Myrna Nunez has dedi-
cated 25 years of her teach-
ing career to Head Start, 

working with children and 
families in both preschool 
and infant/toddler class-
rooms.  Throughout  her 
career, Nunez has remained 
passionate about caring for 
the program’s youngest 
learners and providing babies 
and toddlers with the nurtur-
ing environment, education, 
and support they need during 
some of their most important 
developmental years.

Nakeisha McLaurin has 
been an Early Head Start 
educator since the program’s 
inception at HCS Head Start 
and has devoted her profes-
sional career to infants and 
toddlers. Known for her nur-
turing approach, McLaurin 
has spent decades helping 
young children develop the 
skills, confidence, and curi-
osity that provide a founda-
tion for future learning and 
development.

“Reaching 25 years 
of service is an incredi-
ble accomplishment, and 
we are so fortunate to have 
Casondra ,  Myrna ,  and 
Nakeisha as part of the HCS 
Head Start team,” said Nicole 

Blais, Executive Director. 
“Their commitment goes 
far beyond the number of 
years they have been with us. 
Each of them has played an 
important role in the lives of 
countless children, parents, 
and colleagues. Their dedica-
tion is a wonderful example 
of what makes the Head Start 
community so special.”

HCS Head Start recently 
recognized the three employ-
ees for their milestone anni-
versaries, celebrating not 
only their years of service 
but also the relationships, 
experiences, and impact they 
have built throughout their 
careers.

For more than 60 years, 
Head Start programs have 
worked to ensure children 
and families have access to 
high-quality early childhood 
education and comprehensive 
support. Longtime educators 
such as Alexander, Nunez, 
and McLaurin are an import-
ant part of that mission, bring-
ing experience, consistency, 
and a deep understanding of 
the communities they serve 
into the classroom each day.

Duffy turns away opponent
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

H O LY O K E  –  O n 
Tuesday night, State Rep. 
Pa t r i c ia  Duffy  near ly 
secured her next term as 
the representative for the 
Fifth Hampden District after 
she turned away a primary 
opponent in Dori Dean. The 
district, which includes all 
of Holyoke and a precinct in 
Chicopee, has been Duffy’s 
seat for six years. She is 
seeking her fourth term 
representing the district. 

She was the aid 
to former State 
Rep. Aaron Vega, 
and took over 
the seat when he 
chose not to seek 
re-election.

D u f f y ,  a 
Democrat, defeat-
ed Dori Dean in 
the primary by a 
healthy margin, 
carrying nearly 80% of the 
vote. 

Out of the just more 
than 4,000 votes cast , 
Duffy, received 3,193 votes, 

79.09%, while 
Dean received 
8 4 4  v o t e s , 
20.91%.

Duffy does 
not have a for-
mal opponent in 
the November 
election as no 
R e p u b l i c a n s 
or other third 
party candidates 

had submitted nomina-
tion papers. Duffy should 
assumably win a fourth term 
barring a strong write-in 
campaign.

HCC to celebrate 10th anniversary 
of 24-hour theater festival  

HOLYOKE –  This 
O c t o b e r ,   H o l y o k e 
Community College will 
celebrate the 10th anniversa-
ry of the Phillips Festival, an 
evening of short plays writ-
ten, directed, and staged in 
24 hours.  

The  annual  festival, 
first held in 2016,  raises 
money for the Leslie Phillips 
Theater Fund for Arts and 
Education, honoring the lega-
cy of Leslie Phillips, founder 
of the HCC theater program.  

To produce the Phillips 
Festival, HCC alumni, stu-
dents,  faculty, and  staff  reg-
ister to  participate  as writ-
ers, directors, actors, or 
members of  the stage 
crew.  Writers  meet with 
the actors  the night before 
the show –  this year  on 
Friday,  Oct. 2  –  to receive 
props, prompts, and charac-
ter assignments. They have 
until 6 a.m. the next morn-
ing to write their plays. Two 
hours later, actors and direc-
tors  gather  for  a  full day 
of rehearsals.  

The  original plays will 
be performed Saturday, Oct. 
3,  starting at 7:30 p.m.  in 
HCC’s Lesl ie  Phi l l ips 
Theater. The festivities, how-
ever,  begin at 6 p.m. with a 
green carpet pre-show  in the 
theater lobby.

“That’s our version 
of a red-carpet event,” 
said Natalia Castagno, HCC 
assistant director for alumni 
relations. “This is an oppor-
tunity for  theater alumni and 
others  to reconnect,  grab 
some theater concessions, 
pose for the paparazzi by our 
photo wall, and soak in the 
excitement before the show 
begins.” 

Funds raised from the 
festival enable the HCC 
Theater Department to hold 
master classes, make capi-
tal improvements, and hire 
guest artists.  The festival 
was first organized in 2016 
by HCC alumni as a tribute 
to Phillips, who died in 1988 
after inspiring legions of 
HCC students.  

“For our 10th anni-

ve r sa ry,  we’re  t ry ing 
someth ing  new,”  sa id 
Castagno. “Every participant 
now gets their own person-
al fundraising page on Give 
Campus  that  they can 
share  friends and fam-
ily  members, who  can 
learn about the  show and 
donate directly  to HCC, 
in support of them.  At its 
heart,  the Phillips Festival 
is about keeping the arts 
alive at HCC. Every dollar 
raised  benefits  the Leslie 
Phillips Fund for Arts and 
Education.”  

To participate in the fes-
tival as a writer, actor, direc-
tor, or stagehand, please reg-
ister at hcc.edu/phillips-reg-
ister 

Festival tickets can 
be  purchased  in advance 
at hcc.edu/phillips-2026 or at 
the door on the night of the 
show. 

Tickets are $15  (gen-
e r a l  admi s s ion ) ,   $10 
(students and  seniors),   
and  free  for  HCC students 
with ID. 

ALSO A COMPLETE 
LINE OF GOURMET 
CAKES & DESSERTS

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB. BAG ....

$1299
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN AT SEA

SALMON FILLETS 
PORTION 2 LB BAG ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN HEAT & EAT

LATTICE TOP APPLE PIE 5 LB ea
$699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$499
ea

USDA INSP.  IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
51/60 COUNT 1 LB BAG ..............

SALE DATES: 9/3/26-9/9/26 • CLOSED: 9/7/26

GREAT ON THE GRILL

$175
lb

USDA INSP. KAYEM OLD TYME
NATURAL CASING 
HOT DOGS 2 1/2 LB BOX ............

USDA INSP. FRESH
COUNTRY STYLE 
PORK RIBS ................................
USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST. LOUIS PORK RIBS .........

$227
lb

ea

lb
$229

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGHS ................

$267
lb

$999

USDA INSP. STOREMADE
ALL VARIETIES

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ..............
USDA INSP. HILLSHIRE FARMS
SMOKED POLSKA 
KIELBASA 13 OZ or 14 OZ .......

$222
lb

$379

$369
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

PORTERHOUSE 
or T-BONE STEAKS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF STRIPLOIN
$749

lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

TOP SIRLOIN BEEF
STEAKHOUSE TIPS

$1099
lb

USDA INSP. 
STORE MADE FROZEN

HAMBURGER PATTIES
80% LEAN

4 OZ
$1750

ea

3 OZ
20 CT BOX

$2299
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH 
BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG .........$188

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RAW BREAKFAST
PATTIES 1 LB PAK ...................... lb

$199

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
ASST. PORK LOIN CHOPS .

ea

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Patricia Duffy

H O L Y O K E  – 
Ceremonies in observance of 
the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks will be held on 
Friday, Sept. 11, at each of 
Holyoke’s fire stations (pend-
ing emergency calls). Mayor 
Joshua A. Garcia will partic-
ipate in the observance at the 
Fire Department Headquarters 
at 600 High Street. 

The plan of events at 
each station will  follow iden-
tical schedules: 

• 9:55 a.m. - Apparatus 
rollout from bays to appropri-

ate location in front of each 
station. 

• 10 a.m. - All available 
fire department personnel and 
any guests assemble at atten-
tion in front of apparatus and 
maintain silence.

• Ring Bell 5-5-5-5 (4 
sets of 5 chimes each).

• Lower station flag to 
half-mast.

• 1 minute of complete 
silence and prayer.

• Ring Bell 5-5-5-5.
• Raise Flag.
• Return to Service.

HFD to host 9/11 observances

HOLYOKE – St. Paul’s 
Episcopal  Church,  485 
Appleton Street, Holyoke 
will hold their  fall fes-
tival  on  Saturday, Sept. 
26  from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Parish Hall.

There will be something 
for everyone: Gift basket 

raffles, 50/50 raffle, ven-
dors, plants, bake sale, and 
a Cafe’. Free ample parking 
is located behind the church 
and all are welcome.

For more information, 
please call Trudy Monson at 
413-335-1145 or the Church 
Office at 413-532-5060.

St. Paul’s holding fall festival
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Ordinance committee discusses pollinator lawns ordinance
By Quinn Suomala

Correspondent

HOLYOKE – During 
their meeting on Aug. 13, 
the ordinance committee dis-
cussed updating their ordi-
nances around lawn care. 

Several Holyoke resi-
dents have shown interest in 
growing a pollinator lawn, 
a type of lawn that attracts 
more pollinators and native 
species than traditional grass 
lawns. 

However, under current 
Holyoke ordinance, growing 
this type of lawn can result 
in a citation as these lawns 
can contain long grasses and 
a variety of plants, and the 
existing ordinance limits 
grass length to six inches. 

Therefore, Holyoke res-
idents came before the ordi-
nance committee to request 
they clarify the existing ordi-
nance to allow more under-
standing of pollinator lawns. 

These Holyoke residents 
argue that pollinator lawns 
have significant positive 
impacts on the environment, 
and are therefore worth pro-
tecting within the city.

“I’ve been very interest-
ed in pollinator landscaping 
[…]and what I found is that 
the bees are back, the dragon-
flies are back, the butterflies 
are back, the songbirds are 
back,” Hillary Rathbun said. 
“Just my little yard has been 
able to have an impact.”

While these lawns are 
beneficial for the environ-
ment, they can also raise 
problems within the city. 

Magrath-Smith discussed 
existing worries around these 
lawns becoming rodent har-
borages. The current ordi-
nance limits grass to six 
inches over worries of them 
becoming these harborages. 

“There seems to be a 
mixed understanding of if 
low-mow grasses and pol-

linator spaces are, in fact, 
actually rodent harborages,” 
Magrath-Smith said. “What 
actually defines a rodent har-
borage?”

Recent research has 
revealed mixed results on if 
these lawns are actually a risk 
of these harborages. 

This potential hazard led 
the committee to wanting to 
research further the potential 
risks of these harborages. 

Addit ionally,  i t  can 
be difficult to tell if a lawn 
is a pollinator lawn or just 
neglected, as these lawns dif-
fer greatly from traditional 
short-cut grass lawns. 

“Sometimes it’s not clear 
to neighbors what you’re 
doing,” Magrath-Smith said. 

As a result, the commit-
tee discussed adding a clause 
that required residents to reg-
ister their lawn as a pollina-
tor lawn to the Department of 
Public Works. 

However, other commit-

tee members raised concerns 
around this becoming an 
unnecessary obstacle for res-
idents or more work for other 
city departments. 

“I don’t love the idea 
of asking people to register 
because it can create more 
work for another department 
that is not us,” Councilor 
Anne Thalheimer said. “Plus, 
people have the right to do 
certain things with their 
yards, as long as they are 
within defined ordinances.” 

Councilor Linda Vacon 
suggested that, rather than 
an official registry, the city 
merely requests that people 
put up some sort of sign on 
their lawn stating that they 
own a pollinator garden. 

“Not necessarily a regis-
tration but a system[...] where 
we have a program where 
someone puts up something 
that says, ‘I’m a member of 
the pollinator garden,’” she 
said. “It’s a friendly thing but 

it identifies it as intentional.”
Furthermore, the com-

mittee also discussed adding 
a concrete definition for yard 
waste. Currently there is a 
prohibition on yard waste, but 
there is no clear definition on 
what yard waste is.

“We haven’t defined 
yard waste, I think everybody 
assumes it includes leaves in 
the fall, but the more we learn 
about habitat and how nature 
actually works, the more it 
appears that as long as the 
leaf cover is not overwhelm-
ing, leaving the leaves on 
the lawn is generally good,” 
Councilor Mimi Panitch said. 

Leaves can provide 
shelter for several animals 
and insects over the winter, 
including caterpillars, sala-
manders and fireflies. 

“What we do with fall-
en leaves in the fall in our 
community can have huge 
impacts on wildlife in the 
spring,” Kelly Rodriguez 

from the National Wildlife 
Federation said. “When 
leaves are raked into yard 
waste bags, up to 45% of a 
yard’s butterflies could be 
thrown away.”

Panitch proposed that in 
the new draft of the ordinance 
they add clauses specifically 
for how to manage organic 
yard waste in order to pre-
serve the benefits of leaves 
for those who want them 
while also preventing them 
from being a nuisance for 
those who don’t. 

The committee tabled 
this ordinance so they could 
come up with a more con-
crete draft based upon exist-
ing Holyoke ordinances, the 
meetings’ conversations and 
ordinance examples from 
other communities. 

They hope to have a 
new draft over the next few 
months that will allow the 
committee to move forward 
on this issue. 

 In The News ◗

Applications open for HERizon female empowerment program
S P R I N G F I E L D  – 

After a successful year in 
which participants reported 
increased confidence, stron-
ger friendships and mean-
ingful personal growth, 
applications are now open 
for  HERizon, the Hampden 
District Attorney’s Office’s 
free leadership and empow-
erment program for high 
school girls across Hampden 
County.

Designed to help young 
women develop confidence, 
leadership skills and last-
ing connections, HERizon 
provides participants with 
mentorship, engaging dis-
cussions, interactive activ-
ities and opportunities to 
learn from female profes-
s ionals  and community 
leaders. The program meets 
bi-weekly at the Hampden 
District Attorney’s Office 
in Springfield and is led by 

young women who serve in 
a variety of roles throughout 
the District Attorney’s Office. 
Throughout the program, stu-
dents explore topics includ-
ing healthy relationships, 
confidence, mental wellness, 
women’s health, self-advoca-
cy and navigating challenges 
both in school and beyond.

“HERizon is about help-
ing young women recognize 
their own potential and giv-
ing them the tools and sup-
port to become confident 
leaders in their schools and 
communities,” said Hampden 
District Attorney Anthony 
D. Gulluni. “When young 
women feel empowered to 
use their voices, advocate for 
themselves and support one 
another, the impact extends 
far beyond the classroom. 
Programs like HERizon are 
an investment in the future of 
our community.”

The program continues 
to make a meaningful impact 
on participants. At the con-
clusion of this year’s pro-
gram, in an anonymous sur-
vey, participants rated their 
overall experience 4.8 out of 
5, while 100% said HERizon 
helped them grow as a per-
son.

Participants described 
HERizon as a place where 
they felt supported, encour-
aged, and comfortable being 
themselves. Feedback on the 
survey included:

“Everyone was so sup-
portive and passionate. I 
loved this group and the 
friendships that were built.”

“I loved being able to 
open up. Besides my own 
room, I feel like this was the 
room I was most comfort-
able.”

Many also said the pro-
gram helped them become 

more confident, set healthier 
boundaries and step outside 
their comfort zones.

Participants cited discus-
sions on confidence, healthy 
relationships, positive self-
talk, self-love and women’s 
health among their favorite 
topics, along with hands-
on experiences like a car 
maintenance workshop and 
opportunities to connect with 
peers from across Hampden 
County.

HERizon is open to 
high school girls through-
o u t  H a m p d e n  C o u n t y 
and is offered at no cost. 
Applications for the upcom-
ing program are now being 
accepted.

S t u d e n t s  i n t e r e s t -
ed in applying can learn 
more  here. Questions about 
the program may be directed 
to Halie Matthew at  Halie.
Matthew@mass.gov.

Volunteer at Harmony House
C H I C O P E E  – 

Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts, located in 
Chicopee, is a home offer-
ing compassionate hospice 
care to individuals in the 
final stages of their lives. If 
you are interested in provid-
ing care and companionship 
to our residents, organizing 
special projects to engage 
our residents, or supporting 
our fundraising efforts, we 
invite you to meet with our 
staff and current volunteers.

 Volunteers are a vital 
part of the mission of 
Harmony House, providing 
a loving home and consid-
erate care and companion-
ship for hospice patients in 
need. With your support, 
we can help our neighbors 
face life’s end with peace 

and dignity and allow their 
loved ones to step out of the 
caregiver role and focus on 
cherishing their remaining 
time together.

O n  S a t u r d a y , 
September 12 from 10:30 
a .m.  to  Noon,  a t  the 
Chicopee Public Library, 
449 Front Street, meet 
members of the Board of 
Directors and current volun-
teers to learn more and have 
your questions answered 
by those who are directly 
involved in resident care. If 
interested in learning more 
or becoming a volunteer, 
please complete the online 
volunteer application form 
at www.harmonyhousewma.
org/volunteer-1 or email us 
at admin@harmonyhousew-
ma.org.

Dean appointed for new HCC division
HOLYOKE –   I rma 

Medina, an alum and 22-year 
emp loyee  o f   Ho lyoke 
Community 
College,  has 
been named 
the inaugural 
dean of the 
HCC division 
of  Integrative 
and Applied 
Learning.  

“ F o r 
more  than 
two decades, 
I r m a   h a s 
served HCC 
with dedication and distinc-
tion, championing student 
success, equity, belonging, 
and experiential learning,” 
said Jessica Nicklin, HCC pro-
vost and vice president of aca-
demic and student affairs. 

Medina, the daughter 
of  a seamstress, was a single 
mom and working full time as 
a secretary when she enrolled 

in night classes at HCC in 
1997, taking a bus to  col-
lege every day from her home 

in  Springfield’s  North 
End.  She is a graduate 
of  Springfield’s High 
School of Commerce, 
where her best class was 
typing,  she said, and her 
ambition at the time 
merely to get a better 
paying secretarial job. 

Later, Medina trans-
ferred  from HCC  to 
M o u n t  H o l y o k e 
College  on  a  Frances 
Perkins scholarship. 

She  graduated  in 2004  with 
a bachelor’s degree in urban 
politics and a minor in histo-
ry. She soon returned to HCC 
as an  academic advisor  for 
the  TRIO program,  and two 
years later became the inau-
gural coordinator of  what 
was then  a new transfer pro-
gram called Pathways, which 
she led as coordinator  for  the 

next 17 years. 
I n   2 0 2 3 ,   s h e   wa s 

named  director of Integrated 
Learning, overseeing a  com-
plement  of  l inked  pro-
g r a m s  t h a t  i n c l u d e s 
Pathways, Honors, Learning 
Communities, Community 
B a s e d  L e a r n i n g ,  a n d 
Academic Internships.   

This summer, Integrated 
Learning was elevated to 
become its own academ-
ic division under the new 
title of  Integrated and Applied 
Learning, with Medina as 
its first dean.  

“Those who know Irma 
recognize her as a thoughtful 
leader, a trusted colleague, 
and a passionate advocate for 
students,” said Nicklin.  “I am 
confident that her vision, col-
laborative spirit and unwaver-
ing dedication to HCC’s mis-
sion will continue to enrich our 
students’ lives and strengthen 
our college community.” 

Wednesday Night
5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm

Bar Bingo
$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week  

Queen of Hearts 
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325 
want to wish everyone 

a safe and happy summer 
and we hope to see you all soon!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!
Floyd Patterson

Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

JUNK REMOVAL
ATTIC, CELLAR & GARAGE CLEAN OUTS

POOLS & HOT TUBS REMOVED
Support Small Business, Keep Money Local

BOB ROBILLARDS RUBBISH REMOVAL

537-5090Family owned and 
operated since 1950

onovan’s
Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
413-543-0791

donovanspub.com
Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11pm

Sat., 
Sept. 5
Jack & 

His Guitar
6-9pm

Sat., 
Sept. 12

Dee
Reilly

6-9pm

Tues., 
Sept. 8
Musical 
Bingo

6:30-8:30pm

17th of Every Month - Corned Beef & Cabbage Dinners

Now Taking Applications

Maples I & II
OWNER: 

Worthington Senior Housing, Inc.

ADDRESS:  
48 Old North Road, Worthington, MA 01098

INCOME LIMITS: 
One Person, $46,000  Two Persons, $52,550

Funded by:  
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) through its 202/8 housing program

Eligible households must have at least one 
member 62 years of age or older or disabled 
and requiring the features of an adapted unit.

For Information Contact: 
Patty Kimura, Prop Mgr, Maples I and II, 

maples@ehmchm.org

Phone: (413) 238-5836    Fax: (413) 238-4250      
TRS: (800) 842-9710

HANDICAPPED 
FACILITIES 
AVAILABLE

EOH

Irma Medina

Applications now available for FY27 
Community Preservation Act funding

HOLYOKE – The city 
has announced that it will 
now be accepting applica-
tions for granting from the 
Community Preservation 
Act.

HOLYOKE,  Mass . 
— The City of Holyoke 
Community Preservation 
Act Committee (CPAC) is 
pleased to announce the 
opening of its FY27 grant 
cycle.

Potential applicants are 
invited to submit an eligi-
bility application form by 
Sept. 4. The eligibility form 
is the first step in a multi-
step application process: 
after project eligibility is 
established, applicants will 
then be invited to submit a 
full application for consid-
eration by the committee, 
followed by public presen-

tations of each project’s 
scope, benefit, and bud-
get. Finally, CPAC makes 
its recommendations to the 
City Council for funding 
approval. 

The Eligibility Form 
and other application mate-
rials are available by con-
tacting CPA Administrator 
Naomi Klayman at klay-
mann@holyoke.org, and 
will also be posted to the 
City of Holyoke web-
site. Eligibility require-
ments can be found on the 
Massachusetts Community 
Preservation Act’s website.

T h e  C o m m u n i t y 
Preservation Act (CPA) 
is a state law enacted in 
2000 and adopted by the 
City of Holyoke in 2016. 
The CPA supports histor-
ic preservation, recreation, 

open space, and communi-
ty housing projects within 
Holyoke. The program has 
funded a variety of popular 
projects throughout the city, 
including community hous-
ing at Appleton Mills and 
Library Commons, the fully 
accessible Miracle League 
Playground, the restoration 
of Lady Liberty at Veterans 
Park, and ongoing upgrades 
to Scott Tower and the 
Holyoke Merry Go Round.

Since its adoption, the 
CPAC has disbursed over 
$5 million to preserve 
Holyoke’s character and 
improve quality of life for 
its residents.

Applicants are encour-
aged to contact Naomi 
Klayman with questions 
and for support throughout 
the application process.



 4   •   SEPTEMBER 4, 2026   •   The Holyoke Sun

your
health

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I’m concerned about 

Social Security running out 
of funding, since I rely on it 
for my income and I’m at 
an age where my having to 
go back to work is not an 
option I can consider. 

The job market for 
people my age is slim. I’ve 
been reading reports and it 
doesn’t sound reassuring. 
Your thoughts? 

Signed: 
Concerned Senior 

Dear Concerned Senior: 
Thanks for sharing 

your concerns. This topic 
is a fairly complicated 
one, but I’ll do my best to 
explain it.

Social Security income 
from payroll taxes, inter-
est on reserves, and income 
tax on SS benefits has been 
insufficient to pay 100% 
of SS benefit obligations 
since about 2020. 

Since that time, SS has 
been drawing money from 
the Social Security Trust 
Fund reserves to pay full 
monthly benefits to every-
one. 

In 2020, there was 
nearly $3 trillion in SS 
reserves held in the SS 
Trust Funds, but as of the 
end of 2025, those reserves 
have dwindled to about 
$2.56 trillion because they 
are being used to pay full 
SS benefits to all. 

Wi t h o u t  p r o g r a m 
reform, the SS trust funds 
will be fully depleted in 
2032, which would result 
in an across-the-board cut 
of about 22% to everyone’s 
monthly SS payment. And 
that would be devasting to 
millions of Americans!

However, Congress is 
acutely aware of this issue; 
they have been for years 
but have largely ignored 
previous warnings. Now, 
however, those predicted 
benefit cuts are danger-
ously close to becoming a 
reality. 

As a result, we are 
beginning to see serious, 
even bipartisan, discus-
sions in Congress about 
reforming Social Security 
to restore it to solvency to 
avoid future benefit cuts. 

For our part, AMAC 
and the AMAC Foundation 
have been working on a 
proposal to restore SS to 
full solvency for gen-
erat ions and we have 
offered our proposal to 
various Congressional 
Representatives and to the 
SSA Commissioner and his 
executive staff. 

The  p roposa l  has 
been well received, and 
we are very optimistic that 
Congress will finally take 
real action to restore SS to 
solvency to avoid any ben-
efit cuts. Frankly, doing 
otherwise would amount to 
political suicide!

AMAC is  c lose ly 
monitoring this situation 
and are very proactive in 
Washington, D.C. to ensure 
that benefits are not cut in 
2032 and thye will contin-
ue their vigorous efforts 
and their vigilance to avoid 
Social Security insolvency. 

They are confident that 
Congress will act in time to 
avoid any reduction in SS 
benefits, and they can stay 
informed of their efforts by 
watching the AMAC Social 
Security information web-
site  at www.socialsecuri-
tyreport.org.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Will Social Security 
run out of money soon?

◗  Opinion

Late summer is 
a great time 
t o  t a k e 

c u t t i n g s  o f 
summer plants 
such as gera-
nium, fuchsia, 
and coleus.  

Oftentimes 
planters con-
taining these 
beauties are too 
big to overwinter. 
Likewise, these plants may 
be growing in your yard and 
maybe you are fearful of try-
ing to dig them up and move 
them inside before frost hits. 

It’s also fun to root herb 
plants like rosemary or mint, 
so that you can enjoy them 
as seasoning in your favor-
ite dishes over the winter 
months.

Getting a piece of stem 
to form roots is relatively 
easy. Here are a few tips that 

will guarantee your success.  
First, make sure that the 

plant you are taking the cut-
tings from, called the “stock 
plant,” is insect and dis-
ease-free and well hydrated. 
Plan to take cuttings in the 
morning before the heat of 
the day has a chance to cause 
any wilting.  

A clean, sharp pair 
of scissors or hand pruners 
is the best tool for the job. 
Cuttings can be taken at any 

time during the growing sea-
son.  

Spring is also a 
great t ime to 
take  cut t ings 
of plants that 

you’ve over-
wintered pro-
vided they are 

growing well. 
Begin by examin-

ing your stock plant. 
Those stems with the 

closest placed nodes are 
the best choice for cutting 
material.  

Nodes are the point on 
the stem from which the 
leaves grow. There is a strong 
accumulation of hormones is 
in this area; for that reason 
stem cuttings are taken just 
after a node.  

Terminal cuttings, (those 
from the growth tip) three-

E-wheels complicate back-to-school safety

Kids used to have three 
ways of getting to 
school: on foot, on 

a bus or on a bike. School 
officials in many localities 
are dreading the new trend 
toward e-bikes, e-scooters 
and hoverboards.

Electrically powered 
two-wheel vehicles seem to 
be taking over our streets, 
bike lanes and, sometimes, 
sidewalks, driven by teens 
and tweens who don’t neces-
sarily know the rules of the 
road. Scary. Now couple that 
with lots of cars and traffic 
around schools. Even scarier.

As someone who has 
spent a lot of time around 
emergency rooms, I urge 
parents to think twice before 
buying an e-bike, e-scooter 
or other motorized vehicle 
for their child. In some local-
ities, like Douglas County 
in Colorado, parents can be 
held liable if their child is 
caught riding where they 
shouldn’t or, worse, causing 
an accident.

Admittedly, state laws 
can be a bit confusing. In 
Massachusetts, e-bikes can 
fall into the same category 
as mopeds, which creates 
uncertainty about licensing, 
registration and where they 
can be ridden. E-bike riders 
and passengers age 16 or 
younger must wear a helmet. 
Localities are allowed to 
enact more restrictive rules.

ER visits related to 
e-bikes and e-scooters have 
increased by 671% for 
children and adolescents, 
according to Karen Gilbert 
Farrar, lead researcher at 
Truveta, a health data and 
analytics firm. “Just to put 
that in context,” she told 
USA Today, “that’s if one 
patient was being seen in 
2023, that’s now nearly eight 
patients in 2026.”

Most injuries are to the 
head and neck, and about 
7% involve traumatic brain 
injury, her research found. 
Fatalities typically involve 
a collision with a car or 

truck or crashing into a fixed 
object or curb.  

This is a three-pronged 
problem that needs a three-
pronged approach, from par-
ents, children and localities, 
as back-to-school season 
begins.

Parents
Understand how the 

state classifies e-bikes and 
e-scooters so you know what 
you are buying. Most states 
regulate e-bikes in three 
classes: motorized assist 
with pedals, up to 20 mph; 
motorized assist with pedals 
and a throttle, also up to 20 
mph; and motorized assist 
with pedals and a speedome-
ter, up to 28 mph.

Consider not only your 
child’s age, but also their 
maturity level,  because 
e-bike riders need good 
judgment and mature deci-
sion-making, according to 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. Kids ages 9 to 
12 should not be operating 
any motorized vehicle, the 
Consumer Products Safety 
Commission says.

Instruct them on the use 
of bike lanes and sidewalks, 
safety in parking lots, speed 
limits and how to handle 
themselves at intersections. 
I would observe them on the 
road for a time.

And make them wear a 
helmet. No helmet, no bike 
or scooter.

Kids
Don’t give your friends 

rides or let them drive your 
e-bike or scooter.

Don’t wear headphones 
or earbuds or talk on the 
phone. Obey traffic signals 
and don’t show off – no 
wheelies. If you’re not sup-
posed to be on the sidewalk, 
don’t be on a sidewalk.

And wear that helmet 
your parents are making you 
wear.

Localities and schools
I hope more cities and 

school districts will consid-
er restricting e-bikes and 
e-scooters and not wait until 
a child is severely injured. 
They can be brought to 
school but not ridden on 
school property.

I f  the  vehic les  are 
allowed, the riders should 
be carefully monitored to 
make sure they wear hel-
mets and are not riding 
recklessly.

When all is said and 
done, though, I think the 
main responsibil i ty for 
e-bike and e-scooter safe-
ty lies with the responsi-
ble adult in a child’s life. It 
comes with the job.

T e r i  ( D r e h e r ) 
Frykenberg,  a  Monson 
resident, is a registered 
nurse and board-cert i -
fied patient advocate. She 
is the author of sever-
al books on advocacy and 
founder of Nurse Advocate 
Entrepreneur, which equips 
medical professionals with 
the knowledge and skills 
to start their own advoca-
cy businesses. Contact her 
at  Teri@NurseAdvocate 
Entrepreneur.com. 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor
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Rooting cuttings is a great way 
to overwinter your favorite plants

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Manila hemp plant
  6. Turkish river
 10. Something to read
 14. In a way, initiated
 15. Popular Apple TV series
 17. King Charles is part of it
 19. Earlier
 20. Foot (Latin)
 21. Zodiac sign
 22. A browning of the skin 
 23. Remain as is
 24. Turfs
 26. It’s used to slaughter 

animals
 29. Volcanic crater
 31. The mother of Jesus
 32. One’s life story
 34. One-time Liverpool 

coach Slot
 35. Counterparts
 37. Jacob __, American 

journalist
 38. Digital audiotape

 39. River in South Africa
 40. Kimono sashes
 41. Rooting somewhere
 43. American spy Aldrich
 45. A way to call for
 46. Taxi
 47. Pancakes made of 

buckwheat flour
 49. Swiss river
 50. Popular type of video 

game (abbr.)
 53. Have surgery
 57. Formal withdrawal from 

a union
 58. Performs spoken improv
 59. Greek war god
 60. 2,000 lbs.
 61. Helps to evade capture

CLUES DOWN
  1. Swedish rock group
  2. “Friday Night Lights” 

director Peter
  3. Currency exchange fee

  4. Feline
  5. Folk singer DiFranco
  6. Ghastly pale from distress
  7. Rapid eye movements
  8. Monetary unit of Macao
  9. Lawmakers
 10. Colorless mineral
 11. At some prior time
 12. American protest singer
 13. Opener
 16. Seldom
 18. Relaxing places
 22. Touchdown
 23. From end to end
 24. Kids love him
 25. Metal-bearing solid
 27. Skin care product 

manufacturer
 28. Thirteen
 29. Angry
 30. Member of a Semitic 

people
 31. One-thousandth of an 

inch

 33. Former CIA
 35. Most lemony
 36. Engage in
 37. Mass of fish eggs
 39. Food supplies
 42. Backbones
 43. American real estate 

investment firm
 44. Megabyte
 46. “Three Coins in the 

Fountain” songwriter
 47. Dutch colonist
 48. Full-grown pike fish
 49. Emergency prep expert 

Edwards
 50. Flute
 51. Dismissive sound
 52. Slang term for marijuana
 53. Young women’s 

association
 54. Cosmopolitan city
 55. Narrow isthmus in 

Thailand
 56. Pointed end of a pen

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

Registration, volunteer
for Run Stanley 5K

WESTFIELD – Stanley 
Park is excited to announce 
that registration is now open 
for the 14th Annual Run 
Stanley 5K, taking place on 
Sunday, Oc. 4. Participants 
and volunteers can sign up 
online at https://runsignup.
com/Race/MA/Westfield/
RunStanley.

Run  S tan ley  i s  a 
beloved community tradi-
tion that brings together run-
ners, walkers, families, stu-
dents, and their four-legged 
companions for a morning 
of fitness, fun, and support 
for Stanley Park. The event 
welcomes participants of all 
ages and abilities through 
a variety of race divisions, 
including the 5K Trail Run/
Walk, K9 Division, 1-Mile 
Stroll & Roll, and the 
¾-Mile Munchkin Run for 
elementary school students.

Elementary schools are 
also encouraged to partic-
ipate in the School Spirit 
Challenge. The elementary 

school with the most reg-
istered participants will 
take home the coveted 
Run Stanley School Spirit 
Trophy.

In addition to par-
ticipants, Stanley Park is 
seeking volunteers to help 
make the event a success. 
Volunteers are needed for a 
variety of roles, including 
registration, course marshal-
ing, water stations, finish 
line support, and event setup 
and cleanup. Community 
members, service groups, 
students, and local organiza-
tions are encouraged to get 
involved.

As a private nonprofit 
organization, Stanley Park 
relies on the support of 
events like Run Stanley. The 
park remains free and open 
to the public year-round.

To register for the race 
or sign up to volunteer, 
visit: https://runsignup.
com/Race/MA/Westfield/
RunStanley

St. Joseph’s Church community announce pot roast dinner
WESTFIELD –   S t . 

Joseph’s National Catholic 
Church at 73 Main Street in 
Westfield is hosting a com-
munity pot roast dinner on 
Sept. 13 at 12 noon. 

Dinner will feature ten-
der Pot Roast, home-made 
mashed potatoes with beef 
gravy, glazed carrots, and 
Chocolate cake. Included 
are Coffee, Ice Tea and 

Bottled Water.
Tickets  are $18 for 

adults and $10 for children 
under 12. For tickets, con-
tact Cliff at (413) 977-2007. 
The deadline for purchasing 

tickets is Sept. 10. A limited 
number of Meals-To-Go will 
be available at 12:30 p.m. 
When buying your tickets, 
please indicate if take-out. 
Everyone is welcome.

Cooper’s taking donations for TJO Animals
AGAWAM – For a lim-

ited time, Cooper’s Gifts, 
Apparel, Home of Agawam, 
Mass., is accepting shel-
ter supply donations for 
Foundation for TJO Animals, 
which is located at 237 
Memorial Drive, Springfield, 
MA 01104.

The Foundat ion for 
TJO Animals raises funds to 
provide resources and sup-
port for critical veterinary 
care and enrichment for the 
animals at the Thomas J 
O’Connor Animal Control 
and Adoption Center.  The 
center serves Springfield, 
Chicopee, and Holyoke. 
They are a 501(c)(3) orga-
nization. Donations will 
be collected at Cooper’s 

now through September 
30. “We invite everyone 
to help out the animals at 
TJO and be entered to win 
a $100 Cooper’s Gift Card.” 
said Kate Gourde, owner 
of Cooper’s Gifts, Apparel, 
Home.

 Items to keep the shelter 
clean and well stocked; paper 
towels, bleach, pet food, 
treats, toys and litter, are 
their current needs. “We hope 
that while people are out pur-
chasing items for themselves, 
that they will consider pick-
ing up a few extras for the 
Foundation for TJO Animals. 
And, you’ll be entered into 
our raffle!”  said Gourde.

“We will swap a raffle 
entry for every item donat-

ed to the Foundation for TJO 
Animals. One lucky winner 
of a $100 Cooper’s gift card 
will be notified on October 
1st.  Entry tickets can also 
be purchased at the store for 
$1 each, or 6 tickets for $5. 
All ticket sales will also be 
donated to the Foundation for 
TJO Animals. Especially for 
people outside the Greater 
Springfield area, it’s easier 
for them to bring donations 
here.” Gourde said. Items 
may be brought to the shop 
anytime up until Sept. 30. 
Cooper’s is located at 161 
Main St., Agawam.

“This drive coincides 
with Foundation for TJO 
Animals as our September 
Round-Up charity; so, it’s 

the perfect time to spread 
the word about their mission 
and really help them out,” 
Gourde said. Each month 
Gourde chooses a local 
charity to receive the prof-
its of the store’s Round-Up 
Program through which cus-
tomers are invited to round 
up their purchase total to 
the nearest dollar amount. 
Gourde will then match 50% 
of the total collected. The 
program has donated more 
than $69,000 to local organi-
zations since its inception in 
2014. More information on 
the Round Up program and 
how to nominate a charity 
may be found on Cooper’s 
website www.coopersgifts.
com/round-up/. 
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Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

four inches long are desir-
able. It is tempting to take 
longer pieces, figuring that 
the end result will be a larger 
plant.  

These are likely to wilt 
before they root or take 
a very long time to root 
because the stems are wood-
ier the further down you go.  

Play it safe with stout 
cuttings.

There are all kinds of 
potting mediums in which 
to place the cutting while 
it is grows roots. Ideally 
it should be able to hold 
enough moisture to keep the 
cutting turgid yet not hold so 
much that it rots the stem.  

Sand, perlite, and soil-
less potting mixes have all 
been used with success. 
Water is not recommended 
as “watery roots” will have a 
harder time adapting to pot-
ting soil later on.  I have had 
good luck rooting cuttings 
in peat-based potting mixes 
that are formulated for seed 
starting.  Moisten the mate-
rial well and fill your clean 
container of choice up to the 

top and tamp it down.  
Cut only a few cuttings 

at a time so that wilting 
doesn’t occur while you pre-
pare the stems for insertion 
into the growing medium. 
Strip off the bottom one-
third of leaves from the cut-
ting.  

If you wish to shorten 
the amount of time it takes 
for rooting to occur a com-
mercial rooting hormone can 
be used. These come in pow-
der or liquid forms. Follow 
the directions on the contain-
er.  

I have found that “less 
is more” when using these 
products. When you are 
ready to “stick” the cutting 
make an indentation into 
the growing medium with a 
pencil or dibble first- do not 
push in with the stem!  

After the cutting is 
inserted firm around it well 
so that it stays in place. Put 
the container, cuttings and 
all in a clear plastic bag and 
place in a shady location. 

The humidity within 
the bag ought to prevent the 
stems from wilting.  

Water well, only about 

once weekly. After a month 
or so roots will begin to 
form on the scented gerani-
ums; rosemary may take six 
weeks or more. 

Transplanting into indi-
vidual pots can be done once 
the roots equal or surpass the 
size of the cutting. I like to 
start out with a small pot and 
transplant up a size or two at 
a time as the plant grows. 

The Ware Grange will 
be hosting workshop on this 
timely topic on Friday, Sept. 
11 at 7 p.m. at the hall on 
Route 9 in Ware. Bring a 
potted plant to share cutting 
material or use a selection of 
plants that I will bring to try 
your luck at this skill.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 31 years she has held 
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? 
Email it to pouimette@tur-
ley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject 
line.  

GARDEN, from page 4 53rd annual art festival coming to Mattoon St.
SPRINGFIELD – The 

53rd  annual Mattoon Street 
Arts Festival is right around 
the corner. The festival is the 
oldest running arts and crafts 
festival in the Pioneer Valley. 
It features 100 exhibitors on 
Sept. 12 and 13  in downtown 
Springfield, running from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
The free arts and crafts show 
will also include performances 
by strolling musicians.

The arts and crafts 
include paintings, photogra-
phy, glasswork, ceramics, 
specialty foods, jewelry, and 
more, made by crafters from 

the Greater Springfield area 
and beyond. Festival attend-
ees will be serenaded by local 
entertainers while they shop, 
hearing the music of Joel 
Meginsky playing mandolin 
and clarinet, Andy Allen on 
the saxophone, Kayla Rae 
singing with the guitar, and 
William (Bill) Hart with the 
flute on Saturday and Violin 
Bone with the violin, Over 
Easy Jazz Band playing jazz, 
George David on the accordi-
on, and AJ Jansen singing on 
Sunday.

While shopping, attend-
ees can also enjoy food for 
purchase from local ven-

dors, including Citrus & 
Soiree, Crepes Nanou, Moe’s 
Dogs, Monsoon Roastery, 
Tayo Eatery, and Belmont 
Vegetarian, with Batch Ice 
Cream and The Lassi Lab on 
Saturday only and Thai Chili 
Food Truck and Ty’s Pies on 
Sunday only.

Mattoon Street is located 
off Chestnut Street, near the 
Springfield Museums. Festival 
goers can find free parking at 
the TD Bank lot off of Dwight 
Street and Harrison Avenue or 
with on-street parking, which 
is free on the weekends.

For more information, 
visit mattoonfestival.org.
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FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Support for patients and families. 
Training for professional patient advocates. 

Expert guidance and consulting.

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

NEPAC 2026

www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

October 12-13, 2026

Worcester, MA

www.patientadvocacyconference.com

COURSES

CONSULTING

LEARN MORE

Crisis to Compassion: Where
Advocacy Matters Most

REGISTER TODAY

Independent Advocates, 
Healthcare Professionals & General Public

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

as our protocols evolve.”
Holyoke Police initiat-

ed a lockdown of Holyoke 
High School moments after 
the department received 
the first of a series of 911 
phone calls at 12:39 p.m. on 
Thursday, Aug. 27. Holyoke 
first responders and State 
Police conducted a thorough 
investigation of the school’s 
buildings and grounds, which 
took several hours. When 
law enforcement determined 
it was safe to do so, stu-
dents were released in stag-
es through the rear of the 
school. 

Based on their collec-
tive investigations to date, 
law enforcement now con-
siders these phone calls to 
be “swatting” incidents, or 
hoax phone calls intended 
to create fear and disrup-
tion. Police are continuing 
their investigations into the 
person or persons responsi-
ble for posting these threats.

“Out of an abundance 
of caution, Holyoke Police 
maintained an increased 
presence at our schools 
today,”  Super in tenden t 
Glasheen said. Students and 
staff at HHS North went 
through metal detectors, and 
their bags and belongings 
were searched, before they 

were permitted to enter the 
building. No weapons were 
found during the search. 

“As part of our on-go-
ing commitment to safety, 
we have periodically used 
metal detectors and con-
ducted bag searches as stu-
dents arrive at school for 
the day—and we will con-
tinue this practice going 
forward,” Mrs. Glasheen 
said. “Some of these search-
es will be announced in 
advance, and some will not. 
For unannounced searches, 
we will continue to send a 
message home to families 
with an update after we 
have closed the search for 
the day.”

HOAX, from page 1

position that would give him 
significant influence over 
tax policy, tariffs, and the 
future of Social Security.

He acknowledged the 
possibility while address-
ing supporters late Tuesday 
night, after achieving vic-
tory.

“ L e t ’s  t a k e  i t  t o 
November and reclaim the 
House of Representatives,” 
Neal said. Before pivot-
ing, “I want to first thank 
the voters of the 1st con-
gressional district for the 
faith they have demonstrat-
ed in me all of these years, 
because  I ’ve  spent  my 
lifetime working on these 
issues. And I want to say 
this firmly: there is not a 
family in Western or Central 
Massachusetts that has not 
benefited from my work or 
has not been impacted by 
my work in Congress,” he 
added. “Billions of dollars 

have come back to Western 
and Central Massachusetts; 
they have benefited local 
government, small business-
es, non-profits, and we have 
been your champion, and 
will continue to do so.” 

T h e  v i c t o r y  c a m e 
just one week after Neal 
and Whalen faced off in 
their only debate of the 
campaign,  a  30-minute 
exchange in which the long-
time incumbent defended 
his record while Whalen 
pressed for a new direction 
for the district.

Whalen, a Belchertown 
native and progressive who 
now lives in South Hadley, 
said watching Trump win 
two presidential elections 
while he was teaching at 
Northampton High School 
helped motivate his decision 
to run for Congress.  

He was Neal’s first 
official primary challenger 
since 2020, when he faced 
former Holyoke Mayor Alex 
Morse and won. 

Once the Sept. 1 results 
came in and Whalen con-
ceded the race, he reflected 
on the primary and his cam-
paign in a statement posted 
to social media.

“Congra tu la t ions  to 
Congressman Neal, who I 
spoke with to concede the 
race,” Whalen wrote. “I was 
told that I needed to write 
three speeches for tonight: 
one in the event that I won, 
one in the event that I lost, 
and one in the event that the 
outcome was not decided by 
the time I gave this speech. 
I only wrote one, because 
there was only one to write. 

Whalen reflected on the 
past year and acknowledged 
the historical and societal 
impact of the legacy he had 
established. 

“That’s why I am so 
eternally grateful for the 
team before me here tonight, 
people who have come from 
so many walks of life, now 
walking down this path of 
righteousness together. And 

now when I’m back in class, 
I will look back at this night, 
and at this inflection point in 
American history, and know 
that we etched our names 
into it with courage, con-
viction, and compassion,” 
Whalen added. “Because 
we’ve  won  regard less . 
No one can ever take this 
from us. The relationships 
we’ve made, the community 
we’ve built, the good we’ve 
brought into the world, these 
are ours to keep and ours to 
give. So keep giving it.”

Duringh the debate, 
Neal said he has been stead-
fast in his commitment to 
those in his district, reit-
erating his commitment to 
the district by citing the 
return of $1.5 billion in 
federal funding through the 
American Rescue Plan Act, 
the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs  Act ,  and the 
Inflation Reduction Act, 
all of which were enact-
ed under his leadership as 
chair of the Ways and Means 

Committee. 
“Bil l ions of  dol lars 

have come back to the peo-
ple of western and cen-
tral Massachusetts,” Neal 
said. “There has not been 
a life in central and west-
ern Massachusetts that has 
not had a positive impact 
because of the efforts that 
I’ve made. I’ve been here.”

The congressman also 
said he supports “Medicare 
for everybody,” while clar-
ifying that participation 
should be available to those 
who choose it. 

“I’ve had a long histo-
ry of supporting, expanding 
healthcare for all members 
of the American family, 
including being a champion 
of Medicaid,” he said. 

Before adding that to 
get Medicare across the fin-
ish line, the U.S. will have 
to offer a series of choices, 
including allowing teachers, 
labor unions, and others to 
keep it while simultaneously 
expanding Medicaid across 

the country. 
After the debate, Neal 

outlined what a next term 
could entail, citing local and 
national topics. 

“ F i r s t  I  w a n t  t o 
get  the Sheriff ’s  office 
back to Union Station in 
Springfield, and I thought 
that was very important, 
and I would be very help-
ful  in  doing so,”  Neal 
said. “Remember that the 
Republicans put some con-
straints in terms of ear-
marking things, and I would 
return those if we win the 
majori ty  in  the House, 
because again I thought it 
really worked, and I thought 
they did a good job there.” 

Neal said he will con-
tinue working to lower costs 
for families, identifying an 
end to the war in Iran as a 
key step toward reducing 
prices. 

“Ending the war in Iran 
is the most important thing 
we can do to bring down 
prices,” he said. 

NEAL, from page 1

positivity and culture. Each 
school had a welcome tunnel 
for students to ensure they 
started their day off well. 

“Every kid that came 
through the tunnel was smil-
ing and happy, it was really 
great,” Glasheen said.

As the school day con-
tinued, the good attitude 
did not drop off. All of HPS 
reported high classroom 
engagement throughout the 
day. 

The district has “play-
books,” which are plans to 
track specific data around 
engagement to build a more 
successful environment for 
students. 

G l a s h e e n  s a w  t h e 
engagement plans from these 
playbooks being implement-
ed throughout the day. 

“They’re looking at 
arrival, engagement and 
bui lding relat ionships,” 
Glasheen said. “We’re doing 
a great job of calling students 
by their first name, for exam-
ple.” 

She was also pleased to 
see that planning to ensure 
smooth operations through-
out the school day was suc-
cessful. 

“Each principal reported 
that their really intentional 
work around building spe-
cific systems for transitions, 
bathrooms, arrival, dismissal 
and lunch paid off,” Glasheen 
said. “Behavior management 
was almost nil on the first 
day of school.”

Additionally, Glasheen 
was pleased by the atten-

dance staff. Almost every 
school reported 100% atten-
dance of staff and paras. 

“It was the first time in 
five years that that has hap-
pened,” Glasheen said. “So 
it is great to hear and see that 
staff want to come to work.”

Schools also reported 
minimal issues with buses. 
There were a few students 
placed on the wrong buses, 
but the problem was minimal 
and sorted out quickly. 

“Overall a resounding, 
great first day,” Glasheen 
said.   “It was about quar-
ter of ten and I was back 
at the office and I realized 
that nobody had called me. 
Nobody said a bus is missing 
or a kid is missing, and usu-
ally on the first day we get 
those right away.”

While the first day over-
all went well, Glasheen did 
take notes on parts that she 
wants to improve for the 
future. 

F i r s t ,  accord ing  to 
Massachusetts state law, 
schools have to have a fire 

drill within the first three 
days of school. 

The fire department 
came to McMann within the 
first hour of the first day. In 
the future, Glasheen hopes 
to communicate with the 
department to ensure they 
come for drills on the sec-
ond and third days of school 
instead. 

“Let’s let the first day of 
school just be the first day of 
school,” Glasheen said. 

Additionally, Glasheen 
noticed that some kids felt 
overwhelmed by the wel-
come tunnel. 

Moving forward, she 
hopes to set up a sensory 
friendly door that students 
who feel overwhelmed by the 
welcome tunnel can select to 
walk through instead. 

Each school will com-
municate the location of this 
door to families before the 
first day so they know where 
to take their student to ensure 
they feel as comfortable as 
possible as the school year 
begins.

SCHOOL, from page 1

MaryAnne’s  Kids , 
a fund benefiting youth 
in the Center for Human 
Development’s  (CHD) 
Foster Care program, will 
host a special evening on 
Thursday, October 1 to sup-
port local foster children and 
transition-age youth, as well 
as the families and commu-
nities who care for them.

At the event, which 
will take place 5:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Crestview Country 
Club in Agawam, guests 
will enjoy delicious food, 
live music, raffles, and 
a brief award ceremony 
to celebrate the impact of 
MaryAnne’s Kids and the 
dedication of those who 
make this important work 
possible.

MaryAnne’s Kids is 
a special fund that helps 
provide children and teens 
in foster care and transi-
tion-age youth programs 
the means to pursue special 
interests in music, dance, 
arts, sports, summer camps, 
and other extracurricular 
activities—opportunities 

that are often unavailable 
to many without addition-
al support. The fund was 
named in honor of the late 
MaryAnne Sadak-Eklof, 
who devoted her life to 
being a foster parent.

M a r y A n n e ’s  K i d s 
helps provide foster chil-
dren and youth with:

• Birthday celebrations 
and gifts

• Holiday gifts
• Car seats, cribs, play-

pens, and other essential 
furniture

• School supplies and 
education workshops

•  Teen  leadersh ip 
groups and enrichment 
activities

• Museum visits, plays, 
concerts, and other cultural 
experiences

• School field trips
• After-school pro-

grams and summer camps
• Sports registration 

fees, uniforms, and equip-
ment

• State ID fees
• Driver’s education 

courses

• GED preparation 
classes and exam fees

• Prom, graduation, and 
job interview attire

• College textbooks and 
education supplies

• Education stipends
• Specialized medical 

equipment
• Medications not cov-

ered by insurance
• Emergency clothing 

and hygiene products
• And much more.

‘Lighting the Way’ will support 
children in foster care

Greater Holyoke Chamber invites 
businesses to annual Chamber Cup

HOLYOKE –  The 
Greater Holyoke Chamber 
is inviting businesses, pro-
fessionals,  local  lead-
ers, and community part-
ners from across Western 
Massachusetts to participate 
in the 58th Annual Chamber 
Cup on Friday, Sept. 25, 
at Westover Golf Course. 
Registration is now open 
for the annual event, which 
brings together the region-
al business community for a 
day of golf, networking, visi-
bility, and relationship-build-
ing.

The Chamber  Cup 
offers companies and orga-
nizations a valuable way 
to connect outside the tra-
ditional meeting setting. 
Participants can build busi-
ness relationships, strength-
en team connections, and 
engage with professionals 

from across the region in a 
relaxed and welcoming envi-
ronment. The event is open 
to Chamber members and 
non-members alike, making 
it a regional opportunity for 
businesses looking to expand 
their reach and community 
presence.

Businesses can partici-
pate in several ways, includ-
ing registering a foursome, 
becoming an event sponsor, 
sponsoring a hole or meal, 
donating raffle prizes, or vol-
unteering during the event. 
Each option offers a different 
path to visibility and engage-
ment, whether a company 
wants to host clients, recog-
nize employees, promote its 
brand, or support a signature 
community event.

The day will include 
golf at  Westover Golf 
Course, breakfast, lunch, 

raffles, and opportunities to 
connect with business own-
ers, executives, public offi-
cials, nonprofit leaders, and 
professionals from through-
out Western Massachusetts. 
For sponsors and raffle 
donors, the event provides 
added exposure before and 
during the tournament, help-
ing businesses stay visible 
among a broad and engaged 
audience.

The Greater Holyoke 
Chamber encourages busi-
nesses to register early, 
secure sponsorship oppor-
tunities, and plan now for 
participation in the 2026 
Chamber Cup. Companies 
interested in playing, spon-
soring, donating raffle priz-
es, or volunteering can visit 
holyokechamber.com or con-
tact the Chamber for more 
information.



The Holyoke Sun   •   SEPTEMBER 4, 2026   •    7

HOLYOKE – It was 
a tough season for the 
Holyoke High School foot-
ball team in 2025. The 
Knights are looking for an 
improved campaign this fall. 
This week, the Knights were 
hard at work practicing on 
the lower fields at Holyoke 
High. They had one scrim-
mage against Commerce 
earlier this week and will 
host West Springfield on 
Saturday morning for some 
more practice. Their opening 
game will be on Saturday, 
Sept. 12 at 11 a.m. against 
Chicopee Comprehensive.

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke High School girls 
volleyball team continued 
to practice earlier this week. 
The Knights will have their 
season opener on Tuesday, 
Sept. 8 at 6 p.m. at Chicopee 
High School. Holyoke’s home 
opener is on Thursday, Sept. 
10 against SICS at 5:30 p.m.
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More linemen get their work in.

Eladio Pacheco 
makes a 

throw.

Linemen practice their blocking stances.

A pair of players work on 
blocking. A defender looks for a tackle.	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The Holyoke High School football team practices on Monday afternoon.

Submitted photo
Western Massachusetts Baseball Umpires Association Board 
Member Chris Anderson awards a $500 scholarship earlier 
this summer to Sean Krol. The umpires’ association funds 
the scholarship through dues paid by its members. Anderson 
hopes in the future to fund more scholarships either through 
fundraising or donations, saying its important to give back to 
the sport they love, and promote education for high school 
seniors who play. Applications for next year’s scholarship will 
open up early in 2027.

UA AWARDS SCHOLARSHIP

Football team readies 
for 2026 season

A pair of players go after the same ball. 	 Turley photos by 
David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Nemesis Torres Sanchez lunges for a ball. Tatiana Gonzalez gets a bump.

WSU girls volleyball ranked 
second in preseason poll

WESTFIELD – 2025 
MASCAC Volleyball regular 
season and tournament cham-
pion Bridgewater State are the 
preseason favorites to win the 
2026 crown as voted on by 
the coaches around the league.

The Bears received seven 
first place vote to land in the 
top spot. Back-to-back tourna-
ment MVP Lily Welch returns 
after she helped the Bears to 
their first MASCAC Regular 
Season title since 2008. Last 

season, she led the team in 
kills with 234, hitting per-
centage (.313) and digs (262). 
Welch was also second with 
46 total blocks and fourth 
with 31 services aces.

Westfield State is up next 
in second. The Owls were 
7-1 in league play and bring 
back All-Conference honor-
ee Lauren Carnes who earned 
first team honors as an out-

See WSU, page 9

Girls 
volleyball 
gets ready 
for opener
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ESTATE SALE
84 CHESTER RD., BLANDFORD.

FRIDAY-MONDAY,
 SEPT. 4-7, 9AM-3PM.

Everything must go! Housewares, large & 
small, tools, indoor & outdoor furniture & 
much more. 3 miles from Blandford Fair-
grounds. Rain or shine.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS
2021 QUALITY 

CARGO FOOD TRAILER
25,000 miles, gas, dimensions: 

18’Lx8.5’Hx10.5’W. Previously owned by 
Tony’s Happy Valley Pizza. 
For more information call 

413-289-1211.

TAG SALE
SATURDAY, SUNDAY, 

SEPT. 5. & 6, 9am-5pm. 
Household deco, jewelry, pocketbooks, 

Christmas Village,
80 pairs of clip on earrings, clothes. 

157 Washington Street
 “Route 8 Village,” Becket.

WANTED! 
CASH for: 

• Machinist tools, power tools 
  & Snap on.
• Electronics & Audio Equipment. 
• Sports Cards. 
• 70s/80s/90s Toys. 
• Antiques & Collectibiles. 
  Much, much more!

Call/Text Sam 
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING 
ALL ANTIQUES: 

Musical instruments, guitars, 
horns, keyboards, vintage 
electronics, jewelry, coins, 
watches, military cameras, 
sports memorabilia, art, 
sterling, signs, automotive, 
hunting, advertising, radios, 
ham radio equipment, audio 
equipment, toys, one item or 
entire estate. 

Call Paul 413-206-8688

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. 

Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN

• Licensed & Insured •
Providing safe, reliable electrical 
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.

NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.

Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703

(Lic. #24046–A)

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES LLC 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to 
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master 
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.

Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 
or visit my website at 

dannyselectricllc.com 
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. 
All work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. 

Lic. #14960A. 
413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. 

Call John at (413)206-6509. 
MA License #8101A1.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE

 Excavator Services
Overgrown property?

Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal

Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand

Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal

Insured
 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAND CLEARING
HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Clearing and forestry mulching for lot 

clearing, perimeter clearing, 
1-5+ acres & stumping. 

Certified & Fully Insured. Free Estimates. 
Over 30 Years Experience.

Offering Senior Citizen 
& Military Discounts

Call 413-279-1050

LAWN & GARDEN
HEADS UP LAWN 
SPRINKLERS LLC. 

Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads, 
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices. 

Call 413-279-4122 to set up 
an appointment.

“RANDY and RICKY
Fall Cleanup, 

Call Paul Amherst” 

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior 
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING 
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
Tree Removal-Tree Trimming

Storm Damage-Structure Pruning
Forestry Mowing

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen

& Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

HENRY’S TREE SERVICE LLC
We do what others don’t.

We grind stumps of any size, provide 
cleanup and add loam and seed.

Certified & Fully Insured.
Free Estimates

Over 30 Years Experience
Offering Senior Citizen
 & Military Discounts
Call 413-279-1050

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill, 

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069 
or call 413-284-0005.

TOWN OF WARE JOB OPENING
Part-Time Custodian 

The Town of Ware is seeking applicants for 
the position of custodian. Duties include 
cleaning restrooms, sweeping, vacuuming, 
and mopping floors, cleaning windows, 
taking out trash and restocking supplies. 
Part-time, non-benefited, $17.50 per hour, 
12 hours per week.
Job applications can be found on the Town 
of Ware website https://www.townof-
ware.com under Human Resources, at 
the Ware Town Hall, or e-mail your appli-
cation or resume to resumes@townof-
ware.com. AA/EOE

FOR SALE
Duplex for sale at

812/814 East Street Ludlow.  

Built in 1974, each unit has 2 bedrooms, 1 
½ baths, private basements, gas heat and 
central air on 0.23 acres of land.
Great rental potential, good location with 
nearby schools and close access to the 
highway.
The house needs cosmetic updates.  Prop-
erty is being sold strictly in AS–IS condition.
Priced accordingly $425,000. 

Call 617- 877- 3455 if interested.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

BUSINESS FOR SALE
BIOLINKS OF

NEW ENGLAND
Grease trap pumping business. 

Ninety customers, two pump trucks.

Call Les 413-297-1513

(413) 687-5552

HOME IMPROVEMENT

REAL ESTATE

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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W A L T H A M  – 
Representa t ive  Pat r ic ia 
Haddad (legislative leader-
ship), Representative John 
Barrett (legislative leader-
ship), and Ryan McCarthy 
(baseball coach) have been 
selected for induction into the 
2026 Bay State Games’ Hall 
of Fame. The inductees will 
receive their award at a pre-
game ceremony at Fenway 
Park on Sunday, June 14 prior 
to the Red Sox game against 
Texas.

The Bay State Games 
Hall of Fame was created to 
recognize past participants 
who have gone on to presti-
gious and successful athlet-
ic careers, as well as former 

and current coaches, officials, 
sports organizers, and vol-
unteers who have made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
organization throughout its 
38-year history. Past induct-
ees among the over 60 pre-
vious honorees include the 
NBA’s Dana Barros (‘06), 
Pat Connaughton (‘25) and 
the late Reggie Lewis (‘02); 
WNBA’s Rebecca Lobo (‘03); 
Major League Baseball’s 
Rich Hill (‘13); Olympians 
Nancy Kerrigan (‘07), Ada 
Korkhin (‘25) and Samantha 
Livingstone (‘18) and US 
Paralympic Gold Medalist Joe 
Lemar (‘15). 

“The Bay State Games 
is proud of the many ath-

letes who have participat-
ed in the program and gone 
on to achieve success at the 
collegiate, professional, and 
Olympic levels. We are equal-
ly proud of the coaches, sport 
organizers, community lead-
ers, and supporters whose 
dedication, expertise, and 
generosity have helped make 
the Bay State Games possi-
ble.” Said Kevin Cummings, 
t he  Bay  S t a t e  Games 
Executive Director. “We are 
honored to recognize this 
year’s Hall of Fame class and 
celebrate the significant con-
tributions each inductee has 
made to the Bay State Games. 
Their commitment, leader-
ship, and lasting impact have 

strengthened the organization 
and enriched the experience 
of countless athletes through-
out the Commonwealth.”

Rep. Patricia Haddad - 
Legislative Leadership
Massachusetts  State 

Representa t ive  Pat r ic ia 
Haddad championed state 
support for the Bay State 
Games for over two decades. 
She has supported the rec-
reation, health, and educa-
tion-based programs of the 
organization that benefit 
thousands of Massachusetts 
participants each year. A for-
mer teacher for 14 years, Rep. 
Haddad represented the 5th 
Bristol District for 25 years 
and served as Speaker Pro 

Tempore of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives for 
ten years. 

Rep. John Barrett - 
Legislative Leadership
Massachusetts  State 

Representative John Barrett 
from Berkshire County has 
been a strong supporter of the 
Bay State Games since the 
mid-1980s. Rep. Barrett was 
instrumental in bringing the 
Winter Games to Berkshire 
County, where they have been 
held for over 35 years. He has 
served as State Representative 
for Berkshire County since 
2017 and was formerly Mayor 
of North Adams for 26 years. 
Rep. Barrett is also a lead-
ing advocate of the statewide 

Summer Games.
Ryan Mccarthy - 
Baseball Coach

Ryan McCarthy from 
Portsmouth has served as vol-
unteer baseball coach at the 
Bay State Games for over 
two decades. He has led the 
Northeast team to numer-
ous championship medals. 
Ryan has devoted more than 
25 years to coaching high 
school student-athletes in 
both baseball and football at 
Triton Regional High School, 
Newburyport High School, 
and Dighton-Rehoboth High 
School. He has had a posi-
tive impact on countless 
Massachusetts high school 
student-athletes. 

Bay State Games announces three inductees to Hall of Fame

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
permit application for home oc-
cupation of John Barbagallo for a 
dog training and pet sitting busi-
ness at 43 King Street (123-00-
061) per 4.8.2. Hearing will take 
place on Monday, September 
14, 2026 at 6:30 pm at Holyoke 
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID 850 6437 
3400 Meeting Passcode 355325 
or by call in at 1-646-558-8656 
with same Meeting ID and Pass-
code. For a copy of the appli-
cation or to provide comments, 
please contact City Council Ad-
min Asst Jeffery Anderson-Bur-
gos at Anderson-BurgosJ@
holyoke.org or by phone 413-
322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Richard Purcell
08/28, 09/04/2026

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Spe-
cial permit application for home 
occupation of Reynaldo Guzman 
for a barber shop at 113 Sargeant 
Street (010-02-012) per 4.8.2. 
Hearing will take place on Mon-
day, September 14, 2026 at 
6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 850 6437 3400 
Meeting Passcode 355325 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application or 
to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Richard Purcell
08/28, 09/04/2026

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

Send writing 
samples with 

resume to:
PAULA OUIMETTE

24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to: 
pouimette@turley.com

www.turley.com

FREELANCE
WRITERS & 

JOURNALISTS
• Produce 
 news and/or 
 feature stories 
 of local interest 
 for various towns 
 and cities.
• Must be dependable, 

professional 
 and able to meet 
 strict deadlines.
• Salary based on 
	 a	flat	rate	by	story	and	photo.

HELP WANTED

March 30, 2023, Ware River News, Page 15public notices

Public NoticesARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com
Access archives and digital tear sheets by newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ public notice web site to search all notices in Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3
Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

Notice of Public 
Hearing

Planning BoardLEGAL NOTICEPursuant  to  MGL Ch. 40A, Sec. 5, the Ware Planning Board will hold a public hear-ing on Thursday, April 6th, 2023 at 7:30pm in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. The purpose of this hear-ing is to consider an addi-tion to the Zoning Bylaws by including a section to regulate Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS).Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, this hearing will be conducted in person and via remote means, in accordance with applicable law. This means that members of the Planning Board as well as members of the public may access this meeting in person, or via virtual means. In person attendance will be held in the Selectboard Meeting Room, Town Hall, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA. It is possible that any or all members of the public body may attend remotely, with in-person attendance consisting of 

members of public. The meeting may be accessed remotely via zoom. Go to https://zoom.us/join or join by phone. Phone Number: 929-205-6099; Meeting ID: 784 604 1861; Password: 01082.A complete copy of the proposed chang-es can be found at the Planning & Community Development Department Office and on the Town of Ware website under “Popular Links”. Anyone interested or wishing to be heard should appear at the time and place desig-nated. All interested par-ties are invited to attend.WARE PLANNING 
BOARD

Richard Starodoj, 
Chairman03/23, 03/30/2023

MORTGAGEE’S SALE OF REAL ESTATEBy virtue and in exe-cution of the Power of Sale contained in a certain mortgage given by John M. Hebert and Rebecca Joy Herbert a/k/a Rebecca Joy Hebert to “MERS”, Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., a separate corpora-tion that is acting solely 

as nominee for “Lender”, Nationpoint, a Division of Nat. City Bank of IN and  its successors and assigns dated March 17, 2006 and recorded with the Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, in Book 8680, Page 311, as assigned by Assignment o f  M o r t g a g e  d a t e d January 15, 2014 and recorded in Hampshire County Registry of Deeds, Book 11570, Page 205, of which mortgage the undersigned is the pres-ent holder, for breach of the conditions of said mortgage and for the purpose of foreclosing the same will be sold at Public Auction at 2:00 PM, on April 20, 2023, on the premises known as 402 Palmer Road, Ware, Massachusetts, the prem-ises described in said mortgage, together with all the rights, easements, and appurtenances thereto, to wit:
All that certain prop-erty situated in the county of Hampshire, and State of Massachusetts, being described as follows:Beginning at an iron pin in the ground on the easterly line of the Ware-

Palmer Road, said pin being at the Northwesterly corner of the tract herein described and also being at the Southwesterly cor-ner of land now or for-merly of Waldron; and from said point of begin-ning running thence along the following-described courses:
South 64 degrees 50 minutes 05 seconds E., 315.83 feet to an iron pin in the ground;

South 20 degrees 23 minutes 14 seconds W., 126.97 feet to a 1-inch bolt, and continuing in the same course, 43.41 feet to an iron pin set;
North 62 degrees 43 minutes 04 seconds W., along land now or former-ly of Leroy S. Trumble et ux, 354.27 feet to an iron pin in the ground at the Easterly line of said road;Northeasterly along said Road to the point of beginning, the course between the last two points being North 33 degrees 52 minutes 31 seconds E., a distance of 158.53 feet.

Containing 54,707 square feet of land, more or less.
For  in format iona l 

purposes only; the APN is shown by the county assessor as 5-0-29.
Terms of Sale: These premises are being sold subject to any and all unpaid real estate taxes, water rates, municipal charges and assessments, condominium charges, expenses,  costs,  and assessments, if appli-cable, federal tax liens, partition wall rights, stat-utes, regulations, zoning, subdivision control, or other municipal ordinanc-es or bylaws respecting land use, configuration, building or approval, or bylaws, statutes or ordi-nances regarding the pres-ence of lead paint, asbes-tos or other toxic sub-stances, sanitary codes, housing codes, tenancy, and , to the extent that they are recorded prior to the above mortgage, any easements, rights of way, restrictions, confirmation or other matters of record.Purchaser shall also bear all state and coun-ty deeds excise tax. The deposit of $10,000.00 is to be paid in cash or bank or certified check at the time and place of the sale, with the balance of 

the purchase price to be paid by bank or certified check within forty-five (45) days after the date of the sale, to be deposited in escrow with Guaetta and Benson, LLC, at 73 Princeton Street, Suite 208, North Chelmsford, Massachusetts.
In the event that the successful bidder at the foreclosure sale shall default in purchasing the within described prop-erty according to the terms of this Notice of Sale and/or the terms of the Memorandum of Sale executed at the time of the foreclosure, the Mortgagee reserves the right to sell the proper-ty by foreclosure deed to the second highest bidder or, thereafter, to the next highest bidders, provid-ing that said bidder shall deposit with said attorney, the amount of the required deposit as set forth here-in within five (5) business days after written notice of the default of the previ-ous highest bidder.

Other terms, if any, are to be announced at the sale.
Dated:  March 24, 2023

Present  holder  of said mortgage, Deutsche Bank National Trust Company, as Trustee for the Holders of the First Franklin Mortgage Loan Trust 2006-FF9, Mortgage Pass-Through Certificates, Series 2006-FF9
By its Attorneys, Guaetta and Benson, LLC, Peter V. Guaetta, Esquire, 

P.O. Box 519,Chelmsford, MA 0182403/30, 04/06, 04/13/2023

(SEAL) 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS LAND COURT DEPARTMENT OF THE TRIAL COURT Docket 23 SM 001136 ORDER OF NOTICE To:
Alexandra Klassanos and to all persons enti-tled to the benefit of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. c. 50 §3901 (et seq): 

M&T Bank, 
claiming to have an interest in a Mortgage cover ing  rea l  p rop-er ty  in  Ware ,  num-bered 36-38 East Court, g iven  by  Alexandra Klassanos to Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc., as nom-inee for Commonwealth Mortgage, LLC., its suc-cessors and assigns, dated September 29, 2017, and recorded in Hampshire County  Reg is t ry  o f Deeds in Book 12761, Page 250, and now held by plaintiff by assign-ment, has/have filed with this court a complaint for determination of Defendant’s/Defendants’ Servicemembers status.If you now are, or recently have been, in the active military service of the United States of America, then you may be entitled to the benefits of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. If you object to a foreclosure of the above-mentioned prop-erty on that basis, then you or your attorney must file a written appearance and answer in this court at Three Pemberton Square, Boston, MA 02108 on or before May 1, 2023, or you may lose the opportunity to chal-lenge the foreclosure on the ground of noncompli-ance with the Act. 

Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, Chief Justice of this Court on March 17, 2023. 
Attest: 
Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 
23-001908 03/30/2023

Town of WareRequest for ProposalsSale of the Water and Wastewater Assets and Systems OperationThe Town of Ware, act-ing through its Selectboard serving as Water and Sewer Commissioners, is  seeking proposals from any party interest-ed in the purchase of the Town’s Water, Sewer and Wastewater assets and provision of service to the residents of Ware as a private regulated utility. The RFP is to solicit firms interested in a full owner-ship model of the Town’s utilities, including but not limited to operations of the wastewater treatment plant and wastewater sys-tems, water treatment plant, wells and water sys-tems.
In regard to the waste-water treatment plant and systems, the purchase and sale will include all rights in real property as defined during the bidding period, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the wastewater collection and pumping system. 

In regard to the water treatment plant, wells and water systems, the pur-chase and sale will include all rights in real property, permits and other related regulatory approvals and documents, and all con-tract rights relating to the water supply, treatment and distribution system. The Town has con-ducted several master plans and engineering studies and has gathered information regarding the Town’s water and waste-water assets in order to allow firms to prepare a response to this RFP. All related documents and data may be found on the Town website at: http://www.townofware.com/departments/public_works/index.php. Sealed proposals will be accept-ed in the office of the Town Manager, 126 Main Street, Ware, MA  01082 at the above address, until 12:00 noon on Thursday May 18, 2023, at which time they will be publicly opened. 
A mandatory site visit will commence at Town Hall on Tuesday, April 11, 2023 at 10 a.m. 

The Town reserves the right to accept or reject any proposal.
03/23, 03/30/2023

TOWN OF HARDWICKHELP WANTED
The town of Hardwick is seeking qualified candidates to perform high-level secretarial, clerical, and administrative work assisting the Town Administrator and Select Board. This is a part-time 19 hours per week position. For full job description, go to www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

Qualified applicants should send cover letter and resume to admin@townofhardwick.com or send to PO Box 575 Gilbertville, MA 01031. 

TOWN OF HARDWICKYOUTH CENTER JOB DESCRIPTIONHardwick Youth Center is looking for a reliable person 18 and over 
to provide support and be a role model to young people. We would 
need this person for about 5 hours per week and the program runs 
September to June.

Job ResponsibilitiesSupervise children from ages 5-18. Modeling positive behavior 
and servicing as a mentor for young people Organize and facilitate 
recreational activites including games, art and crafts, steam, trips or 
just hanging out.

Jobs Skills & QualificationAttention to detail and ability to solve problems quickly and responsibly. 
Excellent communication skills. Must have a driver’s license and pass 
a background check.

Preferred ExperienceExperience with large groups of kids. If you are interested please email 
hardwickyouthcenter@gmail.com or Angie @ 413-433-4007.

TOWN OF HARDWICK HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMANSeeking qualified applicants for FT HIGHWAY WORKING FOREMAN. Provides direct in-field supervision of employees working on all phases of Highway Department construction, maintenance, repair operations and performs all other related work as required. Repairing heavy equipment and large trucks is essential to the position. Responsible for maintaining & improving upon the efficiency and effectiveness of all areas under his/her control as delegated by the Highway Superintendent. Send resume or application to Hardwick Highway Department, P.O. Box 575, Gilbertville, MA  01031-0575 or by email at highway@townofhardwick.com.  For full job description see www.hardwick-ma.gov. 

HELP WANTED
THE TOWN OF WAREIS SEEKING:

• Director of Planning and Community Development
• Principal Assessor

• Activities Coordinator
• Truck Driver/Laborer 

Please see www.townofware.com for further information and other employment opportunities.

Health Director
Full-Time

The Town of Palmer is accepting applications for the position of full-time Public Health Director. Applicant must have the ability to perform professional inspections, technical and 
administrative work related to the enforcement and interpretation of public health, 
sanitation, and environmental laws and regulations. Applicant must possess a valid 
motor vehicle license; registration as a Massachusetts Sanitarian and Lead Paint 
Determinator; ServSafe certification required. Minimum qualifications: bachelor’s 
degree in public health or a related field; two years’ experience in public health and 
environmental health; or any equivalent combination of education and experience.Salary is up to $65,000 per year. The Town of Palmer is a lead community in a 
regional shared services health grant. The grant funding is an additional $15,000 
subject to appropriation.
This is a full-time bargaining unit exempt position.  Interested applicants should sub-
mit a cover letter, résumé, and application to Town Manager, Town of Palmer, 4417 
Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069.  

The Town of Palmer is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

DRIVE FOR THE QUABOAG CONNECTORDescriptionDrivers wanted for the Quaboag Connector community transportation service! The 
Connector operates in ten towns in the Quaboag Region, connecting residents to 
their everyday needs. We are seeking friendly, responsible drivers to be the face 
that community members see while traveling to work, medical appointments, 
grocery stores, and beyond. 

Hours and Salary: We are looking for van and bus drivers for full and part time opportunities. Part-time 
morning and evening hours for van operators starting at $15.50/hour. We are also 
looking for full-time CDL Class B drivers starting at $24.50-$27/hour. 

Application Process:Interested applicants should visit the Ware Town Hall for an application or visit our 
website at www/rideconnector.com/driveforus. If you have any questions, please 
call (413) 667-7196.
We are an Equal Opportunity Employer and committed to excellence through 
diversity. Qualified applicants are considered for all positions regardless of race, 
color, religion, creed, gender, national origin, age, disability, marital or military 
status, genetic information, sexual orientation, or any other legally protected status.

Job ConnectionHelping You Find help

SEE MORE NOTICES ON PAGE 15

5.25” x 4”
$150 for three papers
$40 for each additional paper

5.25” x 8” 

$300 for three papers
$80 for each additional paper

10.75” x 8”
$600 for three papers
$160 for each additional paper

10.75” x 15.75” 
$1,200 for three papers
$320 for each additional paper

Choice of any three papers
Buy two weeks,

get the third week FREE

If you have job postings to fill,  
get them the exposure they need.

Join us in highlighting what positions  
you have available in our Job Connection!

Each week this available jobs section  
will run in your community newspapers.

Contact Wendy wdelcamp@turley.com or 413.283.8393
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side hitter, racking up 185 
kills while playing in just 17 
matches after missing nine 
games during the middle of 
the season. Carnes per set 
numbers reflect her impact on 
a match-by-match basis with 
her 2.89 kills per set ranking 
third in the MASCAC. The 
Owls lost three of their top 
four hitters to graduation, 
but return a steady back line 
with Erica Majka (Agawam, 
Mass.)   (266 digs) and 
Zurielys Rivera (264 digs) 
tops among the Owls’ defen-
sive specialists a year ago.

Westfield will tip off the 
2026 season with a non-con-
ference match at the U.S. 
Coast Guard Academy on 
Sept. 1 at 6:00 p.m.

Sitting in third place 
is Framingham State with 
the final first place vote. 
Looking for her third straight 
MASCAC Offensive Player 
of the Year award is Natalie 
Reynolds. In 2025, she led 
the conference with 438 kills, 

3.71 per set and 1,085 total 
attacks. She was second in 
hitting percentage at .279, 
fourth in solo blocks with 16 
and fifth with 51 total blocks 
while adding 85 digs and 34 
service aces.  The Rams upset 
the Owls, 3-2 to eliminate 
Westfield from the conference 
tournament in 2025. 

MCLA comes in fourth 
in this year’s poll. The 
Trailblazers were 5-3 with the 
help of reigning MASCAC 
Rookie of the Year Kaelynn 
Greeley who closed out her 
first year with the Trailblazers 
fourth in the conference with 
221 kills, seventh in kills per 
set with 2.63 and 10th in hit-
ting percentage with .217. She 
also tallied 36 service aces, 
167 digs and nine total blocks 
over 25 matches.

Up next in fif th is 
Worcester State. Last season, 
the Lancers were also 4-4 in 
league play. During the 2025 
season, Katherine Crateau fin-
ished second in the MASCAC 
with 477 digs and 654 recep-
tions with third-most digs per 

set at 4.54. She also recorded 
95 assists and 36 service aces 
to earn MASCAC Defensive 
Player of the Year accolades.

Salem State is in the 
sixth spot. Returning for the 
Vikings is Celia Carbone who 
dished out a career-high 512 
assists, averaged 6.10 assists 
per set, and set a new career-
high in digs (222) last season.

Rounding out the 2026 
poll is Fitchburg State in 
seventh and Mass. Maritime 
in eighth. For the Falcons, 
Madison Keohane returns 
after averaging 3.38 assists 
per set, 284 total assists, 171 
digs and 25 service aces last 
season. For the Buccaneers, 
Holly Sanders is back after 
grabbing All-Conference hon-
ors in her first season. She led 
the MASCAC with 577 digs 
and 6.63 digs per set while 
tallying 25 kills, 89 assists, 48 
service aces.

The volleybal l  sea-
son gets underway the first 
week of September with the 
MASCAC teams in non-con-
ference action.

WSU, from page 7New event added to 
Thompson Speedway calendar

THOMPSON, CT – In 
an exciting addition to the 
Thompson Speedway cal-
endar, the Monaco Modified 
Tri-Track Series has been 
added to the 64th Sunoco 
World Series of Speedway 
Racing to headline the 
Saturday portion of the 
three-day extravaganza!

2026 will mark the 
first time in series history 
that the Monaco Modifieds 
have visited Thompson 
Speedway three times, this 
coming at a crucial point 
in the championship chase! 
While the championship 
will certainly be on the fore-
front of the driver’s minds, 
the addition completes 
three-straight days of Tour-
type Modified Racing at the 
Sunoco World Series.

It all starts Friday, 
Oct. 9 with the Modified 
Racing Series headlin-
ing the opening night with 
a 50-lap finale to crown 
their 2026 champion. The 
Monaco Modified Tri-Track 
Series now headlines the 
Saturday, Oct. 10 showcase 
while the NASCAR Whelen 
Modified Tour will crown 
their 2026 champion follow-
ing the World Series 150 on 
Sunday, Oct. 11.

“We are glad we got to 
add the Monaco Modifieds 
to this year’s Sunoco World 
Series,” said American-
Canadian Tour manag-
ing partner Cris Michaud. 
“They always put on a great 
show at Thompson and the 
fans are sure to get their 
Modified fix before the 

snow starts to fall!”
Thompson Speedway 

roars  back to  l i fe  on 
Wednesday,  September 
16 for the Eden Raferty 
Attorneys Fall Showdown 
Late Model Special! The 
Late Models take center 
stage in their extra-dis-
tance showdown along-
side the Thompson Sunoco 
M o d i f i e d s ,  S K  L i g h t 
Modifieds, Street Stocks 
and Crown Vics with a 
6:00pm Post Time.

The North East Short 
Track Network (NESTN) 
will stream Wednesday 
Night Racing at Thompson 
Speedway all season long, 
visit www.nestn.tv for more 
info including Pay-Per-View 
pricing and ways to sub-
scribe.

Turley Publications 
offers two types 

of obituaries.
One is a free, brief 

Death Notice 
listing the name of 

deceased, date of death 
and funeral date 

and place.
The other is a 

Paid Obituary,
 costing $275, which 

allows families to 
publish extended death 
notice information of 

their own choice (with a 
word limit of up to 500 
words) and may include 

a photograph. 

Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be 
submitted through a 

funeral home to:
obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only 
when the family

provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid.

Obituary 
Policy
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A lot has changed these days. But one  
thing that hasn’t is our commitment to 
remain a Valley-based community bank.

If you’re looking for a bank that’s staying  
true to its roots, check us out. And see  
what makes us different.  

Today. Tomorrow. Always.

*To earn the $400.00 account bonus deposit, you must open a new personal checking account online or at any of our branches using Promo Code HOLYOKE and set up and receive Qualifying Checking Account Direct Deposits totaling $1,500.00 or more within 90 calendar days of account opening. This offer is only available to new personal checking 
customers and is limited to one per customer. Florence Bank employees and all existing Florence Bank checking customers, including those with any relationship to any other Florence Bank checking account, or those who closed a checking account within the last 180 calendar days, are not eligible. Qualifying Direct Deposits are regular, periodic 
automated clearing house (ACH) credits, which may include payroll, salary, pension, or government payments (such as Social Security). Deposits from the Real- Time Payments (RTP) network, payments through peer-to-peer networks such as PayPal, Zelle, Venmo or others, do not qualify as direct deposits. Rewards Checking Annual Percentage Yield (APY) 
will equal 0.25% when your daily balance range is equal to or greater than $.01 but less than $25,000.01. When your balance is equal to or greater than $25,000.01, your APY will range from 0.25% to 0.21%, assuming a principal balance of $35,000.00. This offer may be withdrawn at any time. The $400.00 bonus is considered income and may be 
reported on IRS form 1099-INT as required by applicable law. Available as of July 6, 2026. Promotional Bonus Payment: If you meet the eligibility and qualifications above, we will post the $400 bonus to your account within 14 business days of the completion of the 90-calendar day qualifying period.
**Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.75% as of July 6, 2026. Minimum deposit to open and earn the stated APY is $500. A new or existing Florence Bank personal checking account is required to open the certificate of deposit and receive the stated APY. This account must be opened in person and is not available online. A penalty may be imposed for early 
withdrawal. Interest will be compounded monthly and credited to the account monthly. Fees may reduce earnings.  Offer may be withdrawn at any time.

florencebank.com
Member FDIC | Member DIF    

We’re branching out. 
And staying put.

N E W  H O LY O K E  B R A N C H    N O W  O P E N !   1490 Northampton Street 

Open a Free, Cashback, 
or Rewards checking account 

and get $400!*

$400*
NEW ACCOUNT BONUS* 10-MONTH CD**

%
 APY**3.75

S P E C I A L  O F F E R S

◗  In The News

Charlie, he gave a lot of good 
details about like what the last 
decade looked like working 
here.”

Seiler then shared how 
some of the items ended 
up in this new exhibit, “My 
neighbor was kind enough to 
donate some of the smaller 
items and that little wash-
board thing over there. A lot 
of other stuff was already in 
the collection. The clothing 
that you see was already in 
our collection. It wasn’t like 
this. It sort of felt like there 
were objects in the room, and 
we really wanted to make it 
feel like, you know, interac-
tive.”

Office Assistant Emily 
Munsell shared why opening 
this newly renovated space for 
the community is important.

“We want people to be 
able to interact and enjoy this 
space outside of just the histo-
ry enthusiasts,” Munsell said. 
“Like we have these little 
monthly tours where we have 
folks come in, but you can 
only get so much out of an 
hour-long tour. Just making it 
so that more people can enjoy 
this room and enjoy the muse-
um has been really important 
to us, and we’ve taken steps 
to do that in other rooms, 
downstairs and upstairs.”

Tours are ticketed, there 
are discounts for students 
and seniors and children and 
members can attend the tour 
for free. Admission into the 
tours are 15 dollars and mem-
bership is as low as 40 dol-
lars. There are also museum 
passes available at libraries. 

Seiler shared, “So, we 
have library passes. If your 
local library does not have 
one. Let them know that you 
want one and they can reach 
out to us. So, there’s a lot of 
free low-cost ways to enjoy 
the house tour.”

Seiler says it is import-
ant  for  the  museum to 
highlight the people who 

ran the household.
“I think there is dignity 

in any form of labor,” Seiler 
said. “And it deserves to be 
celebrated because people 
need all of these positions 
and wealthy people wouldn’t 
have what they have without 
the hardworking people who 
made it happen.”

Powell added, “We know 
a lot about the skinner fam-
ily because we know a lot 
about the servants and also 
like was the Skinner family 
cleaning their own floors, 
washing their own clothes? 
People who really like made 
this a house were actually like 
the people they employed. 
They’re the people who like 
made sure dinner was ready, 
and they’re ready to host peo-
ple. The servants are the ones 
who were kind of the back-
bone of the house in my opin-
ion.”

This new exhibit fea-
tures clothing for both chil-
dren and adults to try on, and 
interactive items including an 
old-fashioned carpet sweeper 
and gardening tools.

SKINNER, from page 1

There are plenty of new items for children to try out.

Gardening tools also are part 
of the Skinner Servants’ Room.

There is a nurses outfit in the new room.

Clothing hanging in the Skinner Servants’ Room. 	 Turley Photos by Christina Gioscia


