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Governor Healey visds cily b break grouwnd
ON NEW VETERANS HOME

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Veterans home will soon have a
new building, complete with 234
long-term care beds and various
community spaces.

The groundbreaking cere-
mony for the new building was
held on Monday, Aug. 14, and
there were many different state
and city officials in attendance.

One such official was
Governor of Massachussetts
Maura Healey, who was glad to
be present at such a crucial event
for helping the veterans in this
area, and proud that her orga-
nization had been able to help
make this new building happen.

“To all of our veterans,
most importantly, today is about
you...and that’s why we are
hired to work for you, go to work
whether it’s in a state house or
in our nation’s capital to secure
funding, to pass laws, to get the
right resources in place to make
sure that we are better serving
those who have served all of us,”
Healey said.

Healey was also delighted
to announce that in the fiscal
year 2024 budget that Healey
signed off on, the Department

Government officials break ground at the Veterans Home.

of Veterans Services received a
$11.4 million dollar increase.

“To all our colleagues in the
legislature, thank you for your
commitment in making sure that
our veterans are getting the care,
the services, the opportunities
and the respect that not only they
need but they so richly deserve,”
Healey said.

The Veterans Home received
$263.5 million from the VA
State Home Construction Grant
Program for this reconstruction

as well as a conditional award
last year. It was thanks to this
funding that this nearly $500
million project was possible.
“This is a $482 million
investment in our veterans, it’s
going to be a facility that vet-
erans, their families, the entire
state of MA will be so proud of
and we want to be clear that our
investment in the home symbol-
izes the next level of care and
commitment to veterans and
families all across the state,”
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Healey said.

In the new building, most
veterans will also receive their
own private room, a significant
improvement upon the cramped
quarters that were present during
the pandemic.

This new building is a step
towards helping to improve
the Veterans Home since the
COVID-19 outbreak it experi-
enced in 2020. During this out-

See VETERANS, page 5

Governor Maura Healey greets
gathered veterans.
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Senator John Velis swears to work

to keep Massachusetts as the best
place for veterans in the nation.

Students welomed back-to-school

Flor Diaz from the MA WIC nutrition program and Mary Colon from
Holyoke Gear Up help keep families updated about the services of these

programs.
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friends gathered at McNally
Field to enjoy some fun before
the start of school.

Neighborhood Initiative host-
ed the back-to-school event
for Holyoke Public Schools on
Saturday, Aug. 19. At the event
there was horse riding, laser
tag, table tennis, water slides,
bouncy houses, information
tables for families, free back-
packs handed out and more.

kids go get a snow cone, they’re
smiling, they’re on the waters-
lides, they’re happy, they’re get-
ting a bookbag with a big smile
on their face or they’re rid-
ing on a pony, and just seeing
the smiles on the kids’ face,”
Edward Caisse, who works for
the Hampden County Sheriff’s
office, said. “And it’s about see-
ing the families being apprecia-
tive of what we’re trying to do
to give them a great day.”

year for the families of

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Families and

Holyoke Safe

“It’s about just seeing the

This event is held every

See SCHOOL, page 6

Committee recommends
rise in sewer rate

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The
Ordinance Committee narrow-
ly favored a rise in sewer rates
in their recommendation of
the FY24 Preliminary Sewer
Financing Plan.

The recommendation will be
made to the full city council to
raise the sewer rate about seven
percent from $7.50 to $8.02.

Councilors Israel Rivera,
Kocayne Givner and Jose
Maldonado Velez voted in favor
of this proposal while Councilors
Linda Vacon and Kevin Jourdain
opposed it.

The Board of Public Works
recommended the rate increase
to balance the sewer budget.

“Using the amended budget
number which, again, is still sub-
ject to approval by council come
fall, and using the same estimate
with respect to the number of
users and the usage associated
with them, we’re recommending
a FY24 sewer rate of $8.02...the
impact for the average user will
be $7.55 per quarter,” Chair of

the Board of Public Works Mary
Monahan said.

Rivera, Maldonado Velez
and Givner agreed the rate
increase was needed. Rivera
and Givner specifically pointed
out that a similar proposal has
been made to the city council in
the past and they have turned it
down. Both believe that now is
the time to act to ensure that this
expense doesn’t continue to sit
until it eventually comes around
and costs them more in the end.

“Us being fiscally con-
servative is actually costing us
more money in the way that we
are doing it,” Rivera said. “In a
sense, if you look at it, the coun-
cil voted in 2021 to not increase
it to $8.05. They come back two
years later, and gave us a smaller
number at $8.02, and that will
balance everything out and make
us smooth and coasting across
the board...we’ve all been fiscal-
ly conservative throughout these
years and we’re trying to catch
up.”

Givner pointed out the con-

See SEWER, page 5
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150th anniversary celebrations continue

HOLYOKE - The city of Holyoke
is collecting items for a time capsule,
silent auction, and stories for the com-
memorative book for its 150-year anni-
versary. Organizers are currently look-
ing for suggestions on what to include
in the time capsule. On September 15
the public comment time-period for the
time-capsule will close. To submit ideas
go to https://www.exploreholyoke.com/
submit-time-capsule/.

Pre-sales for the Holyoke 150th
Commemorative Book will begin in
September. Filled with photos and chap-
ters written by event organizers, business

owners, and community leaders, this
will be a book to pass down to
future generations.

On Saturday, Oct.
28, Holyoke will
hold its 150th Gala,
a masquerade ball
in the historic City
Hall Ballroom.
This event will
feature food by
Log Rolling,
an open bar,
valet parking,
music by the Maxxtones, a silent

auction, and more. Tickets will be avail-
able soon. Save the date! You won’t
want to miss this once in a lifetime
event.
Volunteers are needed for all
these events. Please contact Robert
Comeau at bobcat4214b@yahoo.
com to find out how you can get
involved. You can also sign
up to volunteer at https://
www.exploreholyoke.com/
guide/volunteer-for-holy-
okes-150th/. Visit exploreholyoke.
com for more details, historic tour’s loca-
tions, and other event information.

City to hold hearing on Comcast license

HOLYOKE - Mayor Joshua
A. Garcia, as cable television licens-
ing authority, will hold a public cable
license renewal hearing at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, Sept. 14, at Holyoke Media,
1 Court Plaza, as part of the City’s
license renewal proceedings pertaining
to Comcast. Holyoke’s Comcast cable
license expires on March 11, 2024.

Federal law requires a public
hearing to ascertain the community’s

cable-related needs and interests as part
of the license renewal process. Public
comment is invited regarding Comcast’s
past performance.

Interested persons may attend and
directly participate in person or they
may access the hearing remotely via
www.zoom.us Meeting ID: 881 3755
3176 Passcode: 393722 or by call in at
1-929-205-6099 with same Meeting ID
and Passcode.

The hearing can be observed with-
out remote participation for view-
ing only on Comcast Channel 15 in
Holyoke.

For further information and cop-
ies of renewal records, or to offer testi-
mony regarding Comcast’s past perfor-
mance, please contact Stephen Fay at
the Holyoke Mayor’s Office, City Hall,
536 Dwight Street, Email: fays@holy-
oke.org, telephone: 413-561-1600.

HCC offers
free line cook
training

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
Community College is offering
free training classes in line cook
skills offered through the Office of
Workforce Development office.
The free line cook training starts in
September and is for anyone interest-
ed in developing new skills.

Classes will be held in person
at the HCC MGM Culinary Arts
Institute, 164 Race St. For more infor-
mation about the programs, please
visit hcc.edu. Class times are as fol-
lowing:

Line Cook a.m. Training
Sept. 18 to Oct 20, 2023
Monday is from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Tuesday to Friday, 9 a.m.to 3:30 p.m.

Line Cook p.m. Training
Sept. 18 to Nov 9, 2023
Monday to Thursday,

5 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Line Cook a.m. Training
Oct. 30 to Dec. 8, 2023
Monday is from 9 a.m. to 12 noon
Tuesday to Friday, 9 am to 3:30 pm

Holyoke issues sale notices for tax foreclosed property

HOLYOKE - The City of Holyoke
is seeking proposals for the purchase of
the properties listed below:

736 Dwight Street and adjacent lot:
It is the City’s desire to obtain propos-
als for a mixed-use development which
includes new housing and first floor
commercial space. Situated in a grow-
ing downtown corridor, this property is
conveniently located near the Holyoke
Transportation Center and the downtown
commercial district and offers an excel-
lent investment opportunity.

118 Newton Street and two adjacent
lots: Proposals are being sought for a
development that will improve the area
for residential, commercial, or other uses

that complement the City’s efforts to
revitalize the area.

277 & 285 Main Street: Located on
the accessible Main Street corridor these
would be great additions for abutting
properties for expansions or to add ame-
nities such as an outdoor space for ten-
ants.

“It’s important for us to get these
parcels back into responsible hands and
on our tax roll, preferably to owners that
are committed to the economic develop-
ment and housing objectives of the City
of Holyoke,” said Holyoke Mayor Joshua
A. Garcia. “I look forward to seeing this
process through with our team and part-
nering with those who offer the most

advantageous proposals.”

The City will select the most advan-
tageous proposal from a responsive and
responsible offer considering the criteria
outlined in the respective request pro-
posals and sale notices, the price, and
the overall development plan that in its
best judgment is in the best interest of
the city.

The City of Holyoke is committed
to fostering economic growth and com-
munity development and aims to attract
forward-thinking investors and devel-
opers who share the vision of creating
vibrant, sustainable, and inclusive spaces
that benefit residents and visitors alike.

The RFP and the Sale Notices,

each containing instructions and more
detailed information, are available from
the Holyoke Purchasing Department and
may be obtained by calling (413) 322-
5650 between the hours of 9 a.m. To 4
p-m., Monday through Friday or by email
request to morrowj@holyoke.org.

For more information, go to https://
www.holyoke.org/purchasing-cur-
rent-public-bid-surplus-sales/

Additional property information can
be accessed by entering the address or
map, block and parcel ID at:https://holy-
okema.mapgeo.io.

Any questions, please contact the
Purchasing Department at (413) 322-
5650

Velis calls for inclusion of veterans
in State Democratic Party

WESTFIELD - State Senator
John Velis (D-Westfield) announced
his support for efforts to update the
Massachusetts State Democratic
Party’s charter to allow veterans to be
named as “add-on” delegates at polit-
ical conventions and have a stronger
role in state party decisions.

“Less than 1% of our country’s
population serves in our military today.
Our state party needs to do every-
thing we can to elevate those voices
and ensure that veterans are included
in our party’s platform,” said Senator
Velis, who is Senate Chair of the State
Legislature’s Veterans’ Committee and
a veteran of the US Army Reserves.

“Massachusetts veterans have
selflessly and courageously served our
nation and understood the importance

of protecting our democracy. Their
insight and experience are invaluable to
the decisions our state party makes and
they deserve to be represented at our
conventions.”

In addition to the minimum 2,500
delegates required for state conven-
tions, the state party’s charter allows
“add-on” delegates to be selected to
ensure diversity. The effort to amend
the charter would include veterans on
the list of “marginalized communities”
eligible to be named as “add-on” dele-
gates, including underrepresented eth-
nic and racial groups, LGBTQ+ indi-
viduals, individuals with disabilities,
and youth.

The effort to amend the charter to
make veterans eligible will be consid-
ered at the party’s convention this fall.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
hosting annual Greek festival

HOLYOKE - Saturday, Aug. 26,
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church Grounds, 410 Main Street, will be
having the second annual Greek festival
from 11 am. —4 p.m.

There will be Greek food, pastries and
music. Event is rain or shine. Admission
will be free. For more information, contact
Sharon at 413-533-9880 or email holytrin-
ityofholyoke @ gmail.com.

NAMI-WM announces new yoga class

HOLYOKE - The National
Alliance on Mental Illness of Western
Massachusetts would like to announce
Mindfulness Mondays Yoga with Kateri.
This class is designed as a gentle, thera-
peutic yoga class with beginners in mind.
It is easy-paced, helps reduce stress and
anxiety, and aids in the management of
mental health symptoms.

Kateri is a certified yoga instructor

and is a member of our board of direc-
tors. The classes will begin in September
and will be held on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month starting from 5
p.m. to 6 p.m.

They will take place at the same
location as NAMI-WM at 1221 Main
Street, in the Catherine Horan Medical
Building. Classes are by donation and
partial proceeds will go to NAMI-WM.

HOLYOKE - The Hibernians of
Hampden/Hampshire Counties invite
the public to attend a Traditional
Summer Picnic featuring Jim
O’Connor and the Boston Blackthorn
Band at Hamel’s Summit View
Pavilion located at 555 Northampton
St., on Sunday, Aug. 27, from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. rain or shine.

Tickets are $30 per person for
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adults and children ages 16 and up;
children ages 5-15 tickets are $11.

For reservations call John
Gaughan at 860-904-3056 or Fran
Hennessey at 413-785-5687 by
Sunday, Aug. 20.

The Hibernians will celebrate
Holyoke’s 150 anniversary of incor-
poration as a city and also present
the Maurice A. Donahue Memorial

Hibernians to hold traditional summer picnic on Aug. 27

Scholarship to Gavin Sullivan, Patrick
Sweeney, and Caroline Taylor.

There will be Irish and American
Music; Dancing; Hot Dogs;
Hamburgers; BBQ Chicken; Baked
Beans; Potato Salad; Tossed Salad;
Dessert; Coffee; Cash Bar; Children’s
Games, and Raffles.

The event will benefit the Maurice
A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship.
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23rd annual Young Parents Regatta rowing on Aug. 26

HOLYOKE - The Rowing Strong/
Rowing Together annual Young Parents
Regatta will take place at the Holyoke
Rows Boathouse on Jones Ferry Road
from 10 a.m to 1 p.m. on Saturday
Aug. 26, rain date Aug. 27. Six races
are planned for teams of young mothers
from Holyoke, Springfield, Chelsea, MA
and Hartford, CT.

Racing is expected to be underway
at 10 a.m. and lunch and an awards cere-
mony will follow the races. Close to 100
spectators are expected to be on hand
to cheer on the rowers. Volunteers from
The Care Center, Yankee Rowing Club,
Northampton Youth and Community
Rowing, Clark University alumnae row-
ing team and Holyoke Rows will staff the
event.

The regatta is the culminating event
of the summer rowing program, designed
by The Care Center and Mount Holyoke
College, that brings the power of wom-
en’s rowing to under-served pregnant and
parenting young moms. Rowing Strong/
Rowing Together is the only rowing

effort in the country that links college
programs and community rowing pro-
grams with teenage mothers.

During the past three months, preg-
nant and parenting teen mothers have
been practicing twice weekly to get
ready for this annual rowing festival. The
rowers started with strength building and
then learned how to handle boats, row
as a team, and row on their communi-
ty river. This summer the program was
housed at the Holyoke Rows Boathouse,
Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club in
Springfield, New Bedford Rowing
Center, Gentle Giant Rowing Club in
Somerville and Riverfront Recapture
Boathouse in Hartford, CT. Rowing
Strong/Rowing Together concludes each
year with this unusual and festive regatta
that highlights and celebrates the team-
work and determination of these unusual
novice rowers. The regatta is free and
open to the public.

“For someone who has never set
foot into a skinny crew shell, pushing
off a dock may be terrifying. But with

the support of their coaches, casework-
ers, and team, the rowers learn how to
overcome fear. For this group, rowing is
not just an athletic experience, it’s also a
container to take risks and be celebrated.
It’s a way to connect with the healing
power of nature. Rowers have seen bald
eagles, the shad run, and blue heron. It’s
a teacher in teamwork, commitment, and
patience. Many have told me that it was
rowing that taught them how to be better
mothers” said Holyoke Coach Halley
Glier.

Founded in 1986, The Care Center
is the oldest and most comprehensive
provider of education and services
for pregnant and parenting teens in
Massachusetts. Each year more than 100
young women use The Care Center, a
multi-service alternative education and
cultural center located in Holyoke. All
are high-school dropouts receiving public
assistance. Services include classes and
individual instruction leading to com-
pletion of the HiSet exam; college prep
and college coursework; on-site daycare;

counseling; assistance in making the
transition to higher education; on-site
associate degree program; nutritious
food; and door-to-door transportation.
The Care Center has received national
recognition for its innovative approach
including a Presidential Award in 2011.

The Care Center program is mod-
eled, in part, on elite prep schools.
Mornings are focused on academics.
Afternoons are spent participating in
elective activities, ranging from rowing
to golf, dance to photography, and writ-
ing to religion. Students frequently take
the results of their elective work into
the community, whether it’s an art show
on the walls of a shopping mall, a poet-
ry reading and book signing at a local
bookstore, or the Young Parents Regatta.
Nearly 75 percent of Care Center gradu-
ates go on to higher education.

Rowing Strong/Rowing Together
was launched with support from the New
England Women’s Fund and is supported
in part this year by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health.

HMC to host
overdose
prevention
training Aug. 31

HOLYOKE - In advance of
Overdose Awareness Day, Aug. 31,
Holyoke Medical Center invites the
community to join recovery support
experts for an overdose prevention
training event on how to respond to an
opioid overdose, including the use and
distribution of Naloxone (Narcan: a
medication that quickly reverses an opi-
oid overdose).The training will be held
Wednesday, Aug.23, at 5:30 p.m. at
the Holyoke Medical Center Auxiliary
Conference Center, 575 Beech St.

Holyoke Medical Center is part-
nering with Tapestry Health to provide
this training. Representatives from
Learn 2 Cope and SADOD will also be
available to provide additional educa-
tion, resources, and support for family
members and friends who have loved
ones in active addiction or recovery, as
well as to those who have lost a loved
one to overdose.

Springfield Tech
announces every
class reunion

SPRINGFIELD - The spirit and
camaraderie of Springfield’s Tech High
School is alive and well as they gear
up for another exciting reunion on
Saturday Sept. 23 at the Elks Lodge,
#61 at 440 Tiffany St. from 3 to 8 p.m.
The reunion is open to all tech classes.

An outside barbecue will be held
rain or shine under the lodge’s pavilion
and will include hot dogs, hamburgers,
pulled pork, salads, vegan options, des-
sert and more. Cash bar. Free parking
and handicap accessible.

A fun-filled afternoon will include
DJ and dancing, cornhole and bocce
games, raffles and time to reminisce
with friends over the years and make
new friends as well.

Seating is limited and tickets
are $25 each. All are on a first come,
first served basis. Open seating. For
tickets call Mike Borecki *72 at 413-
351-6572, Margaret McCormick ‘74
at 413-531-4763, Dawn Duncan ’71
413-896-3930, or Matt Villamaino *67
at 413-896-2206.

OneHolyoke Thrives community 5K this weekend

HOLYOKE - OneHolyoke CDC
will hold its third annual “ONE Holyoke
Thrives” community 5K walk and roll
on Saturday, Aug. 26, from 10 a.m. To
noon. The event will bring the Holyoke
community together to walk, or roll
(wheelchair, bicycle, stroller), along a
5K route, beginning at Lawler Insurance
at 1 Main Street, and ending at the inter-
section of Race and Middle streets.

The 5K walk will celebrate
Holyoke’s collective efforts to promote
the well-being of the community and
will feature activities for participants,
including a story walk for children; a
Holyoke history scavenger hunt; a “find
this mural” game along the route; and a
celebration with food trucks at the end of
the route. There will also be giveaways
for participants, and those who sign up
will be entered to win an adult bike.

Registration is $10 for adults, and
$15 per couple. Children (under 17
years) are free. The goal is for the com-
munity walk to be accessible to every-
one, and those who are not able to pay
the registration fee can enter the code
DONAR (for individual registration) or

DONAR? (for couple registration) on the
payment page of the website to receive
free registration. To register, visit www.
oneholyoke.org/community5K/ and reg-
istration is also available beginning at
8:30 a.m. the day of the walk.

Proceeds from the 5K benefit
OneHolyoke CDC, which supports the
Holyoke community. Over the past two
years, OneHolyoke has been dedicated
to providing educational resources, food,
personal protective equipment, and vac-
cine clinics in Holyoke. OneHolyoke
CDC’s strategic plan for community
engagement has five areas: civic engage-
ment, health, education, public safety,
and maintaining the Flats Community
Building as a center for community
activities.

In previous years, proceeds from
registration supported “Equity Pods,” a
collaboration between OneHolyoke and
Homework House that provided safe
spaces with academic support for chil-
dren during the period of remote learning.

OneHolyoke CDC is seeking com-
munity sponsors to support this event,
which aims to provide a safe space for

the residents of Holyoke to build new
relationships with fellow neighbors,
strengthen those that already exist and
empower the Holyoke community. Walk
sponsors will also be recognized as a
sponsor at OneHolyoke’s 8th annual
Holyoke Community Dinner on Dec. 9.

Sponsorship levels, which support
both the Community Walk and Winter
Community Dinner, are as follows:
Platinum Sponsorship $1,200+; Gold
Sponsorship $600; Silver Sponsorship
$400; Bronze Sponsorship, under $200.
To become a sponsor, contact Nayroby
Rosa at (413) 409-2004 or nayroby.
rosa-soriano @oneholyoke.org.

To date, sponsors include Lawler
Insurance; PeoplesBank; Holyoke
Gas & Electric; Families First; Valley
Opportunity Council; Key Food
Marketplace; Whitman Properties; We
Care Health; Clayton Insurance; and
Tessa for Holyoke. Community part-
ners for the ONE Holyoke Thrives 5K
include Homework House; The Club at
the Flats Community Building; Boston
Bud Factory; Valley Green; and Green
Thumb Industries.

Second Chance Animal Services empowers pet owners

EAST BROOKFIELD - Adopting
a pet involves a deep commitment and a
lifetime of care. Second Chance Animal
Services is committed to turning the tide
by instilling a sense of responsibility
during the adoption process and provid-
ing ongoing support for new pet owners.

Making the decision to adopt a
pet requires thoughtful consideration,
as highlighted by Wendy Hall, director
of Second Chance’s Animal Relocation
programs.

“Pet ownership is like raising a
child-it takes time, care, and resources
and Second Chance is here to help,”
emphasizes Hall. “Pets have emotions
and needs and rely on their owners for
food, medical attention, love, and com-
panionship. By investing effort from the
start, many common problems can be
avoided, leading to a happy and lasting
pet-owner relationship.”

To prevent unnecessary surrenders,

Second Chance provides a range of

resources and assistance for pet owners
facing difficulties.

The organization believes that open
communication and guidance can often
resolve issues without giving up a pet.
Knowledgeable shelter staff are avail-
able by phone or email to listen to own-
ers’ concerns and offer advice on var-
ious pet-related matters. Whether it’s
dealing with behavior problems, training

challenges, or introducing a new pet to
the family, they offer personalized solu-
tions.

Mack, a two-year-old Bernese Mountain
Dog, is just one of the pets waiting to find a
home at Second Chance’s Adoption Center

in East Brookfield. Submitted Photo

In addition, Second Chance oper-
ates four full-service veterinary hos-
pitals to ensure pets receive necessary
care. Located in North Brookfield,
Southbridge, Springfield and Worcester,
the hospitals are open to everyone and
offer reduced rates for those who quali-
fy, along with weekly low-cost vaccine
clinics. The nonprofit also has a pet food
pantry program that supplies pet food to
local human food pantries, helping pet
owners facing financial difficulties.

New Second Chance adopters also
get access to a week of free one-on-one
online training through an app designed
to help dog owners address behavior-
al issues and foster positive interactions
with their pets in their homes. Owners
can continue to use the app for a minimal
charge as needed. Well-trained pets are
more likely to stay in their homes with
their families.

Second Chance remains commit-
ted to educating pet owners, providing
resources, and promoting responsible pet
ownership to create a community where
pets are valued as cherished family mem-
bers. With the right support and effort,
many challenges can be overcome, allow-
ing pets to stay where they belong,with
the families who love them uncondition-
ally. For more information on Second
Chance’s programs and resources, Vvisit
www.secondchanceanimals.org.

The Holyoke Sun e AUGUST 25,2023 ¢ 3



SOCIAL SECURITY

il

By Russell Gloor

When should
my wife claim
Social Security?

Dear Rusty

My wife will be 65 next year, and her
full retirement age is 66 years plus 10
months.

Can she collect 50% of my Social
Security benefit at her full retirement age
and then get her own higher personal
amount at age 70? Her own amount at her
full retirement age is $1,100 per month but
her age 70 amount is $1,800. My Social
Security is $2,300. Suggestions welcome.

Signed: My Wife’s Helper

Dear Helper

Your wife cannot separate her spousal
benefit from her personal Social Security
retirement benefit — whenever she claims she
will be automatically deemed to be filing for
both her own benefit and her spousal enti-
tlement. Thus, she cannot claim her spousal
benefit first at her Full Retirement Age and
defer claiming her own SS retirement benefit
until she is 70.

When your wife should claim is, essen-
tially, a decision which should consider the
urgency of her need for the money, her life
expectancy, whether she will be eligible for
a spouse benefit from you and whether she
is working.

If your wife claims before her Full
Retirement Age and is working, she’ll be
subject to Social Security’s “earnings test”
which limits how much she can earn before
some SS benefits are taken away. Social
Security’s earnings test goes away at FRA.

Average life expectancy for a woman
your wife’s age is about 87. If your current
$2,300 benefit is a result of you taking your
Social Security at your full retirement age or
earlier, then your wife will receive a small
“spousal boost” from you.

If she claims at her Full Retirement Age,
your wife’s total Social Security payment
will be 50% of the amount you were entitled
to at your FRA and that will be her per-
manent amount, except for annual COLA
increases.

However, from what you’ve shared,
your wife’s age 70 amount is considerably
more than her maximum spousal benefit so,
if her life expectancy is long, that suggests
she may wish to consider waiting until age
70 to claim her own maximum benefit. By
doing so, your wife will get more in cumula-
tive lifetime benefits if she achieves average
life expectancy.

The unknown factor is your life expec-
tancy because, as your widow, your wife
will be entitled to 100% of the amount you
were receiving at your death, instead of the
smaller amount she is receiving on her own
or as your spouse. If life expectancy is long
for both of you, then your wife maximizing
her own benefit by waiting until age 70 to
claim is a prudent choice. But if your, or
your wife’s, life expectancy is shorter, then
your wife claiming at her Full Retirement
Age would be a better decision.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other governmental
entity. This article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations of the Association
Mature Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the National Social
Security Association To submit a ques-
tion, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssad-
visor @amacfoundation.org.

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi-
sor for AMAC.
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The woman who created kid’s television

By J. Mark Powell
Jmarkpowell.com

efore there was
Sesame Street...
Before there

was Mister Rogers’
Neighborhood...Before
there was Romper
Room...Before there was
Captain Kangaroo...

There was Miss
Frances and Ding Dong School. The show not
only was the first in its genre, it literally creat-
ed children’s television — and set the bar very
high, too.

Let’s hop into the Wayback Machine and
revisit 1952.

Television was brand new then. TV sta-
tions were launching all over the country and
big, cumbersome TV sets were popping up
inside more and more American homes.

Judith Waller was public service and
educational programming director at WNBQ-
TV in Chicago. Most local stations produced
hours of their own programming daily, way
more than they do today.

As Waller was talking with her boss one
day, he noted that with the Baby Boom in
full swing there were more than 235,000 pre-
school children in the Chicago area. Then he
pointedly asked, “What are you going to do
about it?”

Waller rolled into action. She devised a
nursery school program to teach kids watch-
ing at home. Because viewers would be little

-

J. MARKJPOWELL'S
HOLY COW! HISTORY

people, the show utilized
six cameras that shot from
angles toddlers would see.

All props would be
easily recognizable to lit-
tle children.

Auditions were held
for the program’s host.
Frances Horwich was one
of the educators who tried
out for the gig.

A woman of a cer-
tain age with a kindly disposition, she head-
ed a local college’s education department.
She lacked showbiz experience, but had once
taught nursery school.

While the thought of being alone on
set for a full hour each day scared her, she
thought, “Why not?” and gave it a try. She was
soon hired to be “Miss Frances,” then success-
fully negotiated to own the rights to the show.

When the producer’s 3-year-old son
was told each episode would begin with an
old-fashioned teacher’s desk bell ringing, he
blurted out, “Ding Dong Show!” and so they
had the program’s title.

A pilot episode was filmed. One horrified
station executive said the show was so bad it
would kill television and make TV viewers
listen to radio again.

So, it was decided to air the program just
once.

WNBQ didn’t issue a press release
announcing it or promote it in any way. They

See HOLY COW, page 5
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By Ellenor Downer

l received an email this week from an

Oakham resident, who saw a couple of

warblers at Muddy Pond in Oakham. He
said they were very vocal and “chirping.” He
said at first he thought they were Tennessee
warblers, but then he noticed more gray on
their head and neck. They may have been
orange-crowned warblers.

The orange-crowned warbler is about
five inches long and looks similar to the
Tennessee warbler. A distinguishing feature
is the orange-crowned has yellow under tail
coverts and the Tennessee, white.

Drab is a term used to describe the
orange-crowned warbler and is best identi-
fied by its lack of field marks. The orange
crown patch is seldom visible as these war-
blers flitter about in the trees. It has dull
olive-green upper parts and pale olive-yellow
underneath. In addition to the yellow under
tail coverts it has faint streaking on the sides
of the breast.

The female lays three to six cream col-
ored eggs in a nest of bark strips and grasses,
placed either on the ground or in a shrub.
They eat insects and berries and inhab-
it dense thickets, forest edges and brushy
fields. Their song is a high-pitched chipping
trill, which trails off at the end. The call is a
metallic “chet.”

Wild turkeys and poults

I had to stop to let a flock of three adult
hens and over 12 poults cross a road recent-
ly. As they made their way across the road,
I tried to get an accurate count. However,
the young turkeys moved quickly and often
went behind another poult or a hen. This was
the second time I saw the flock in the same
general area.

Loon census

On July 15, the Loon Preservation
Committee of New Hampshire held their
annual loon census. In their newsletter they
said, “During the Loon Census, a total of
440 volunteers took to 121 lakes across New
Hampshire to count loons. In total, they doc-
umented 431 adult loons, 56 loon chicks,
and 2 immature loons. This census coverage
represents roughly 1/3 of the lakes that LPC
biologists monitor annually, and as such, our
final population numbers for the season will
likely be higher.”

See BACKYARD, page 5
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“Life is 10%
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and 90%
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react to it.”
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figured they’d let it die of its own embar-
rassment.

And so Ding Ding School debuted on
Thursday morning, Oct. 2, 1952.

Primitive by today’s hi-tech standards,
it began with closeup of Miss Frances’
hand ringing the aforementioned bell, fol-
lowed by a cheesy studio organ playing
the show’s equally cheesy theme song.
Miss Frances sang in a warbly voice that
was better suited for a little country church
choir than television:

“I’'m your school bell, ding dong
ding; boys and girls all hear me ring.

Every time I ding dong ding, come with
me to play and sing.”

Then she jumped into the lesson. Miss
Frances talked like she was speaking to
actual children.

“How are you, boys and girls? What
are you doing today? (Pause.) Really?
That’s good!”

WNBQ'’s big brass cringed for an
hour until the show ended. No one expect-
ed what came next.

The station’s switchboard was flooded
with more than 150 calls in 45 minutes
as parents told how their kids loved the
program. That was nothing compared to
the tidal wave of enthusiastic fan mail that

followed.

Ding Dong School instantly became
part of WNBQ’s morning lineup five days
a week. It was such a hit, NBC picked it
up in 1953 and broadcast it nationally.

Miss Frances even became a TV star.
More than 12,000 children and parents
attended a promotional event in Boston.

She was stopped by adoring fans 18
times daily. When she and her husband
flew to Florida for a vacation, kids on
the plane recognized her — and sang the
show’s theme song over and over all the
way to Miami.

Likely making it history’s most miser-
able flight for the passengers.

In The News ¢

But TV is a cutthroat business.
Despite its success, NBC cancelled Ding
Dong School in 1956 for the more lucra-
tive The Price Is Right.

The show continued in syndication
until 1965.

Miss Frances eventually moved to
Arizona where she dabbled in local public
television until her death in 2001 at age 94.

Children’s television is one of broad-
casting’s few success stories; and it’s
largely due to the huge influence of a sin-
gle teacher and her little bell.

Holy Cow! History is written by nov-
elist, former TV journalist and diehard
history buff J. Mark Powell.

BA CKYARD, from page 4

Loon fact

After the hatch of their first chick,
adult loons often remove the mem-
brane from the first hatched egg and any
attached large pieces of eggshell from
their nest. This behavior has been widely
documented in New Hampshire, both on
LPC’s Live Loon Cams and by wildlife
photographers, as well as by biologists.

In a recent newsletter from LPC an
article said, “The removal of eggshell
fragments from loon nests may occur in

part due to the asynchronous hatch of the
two chicks. Until the second chick hatch-
es, the loons brood their first chick on and
around the nest. While they may take it
into the water for brief swims or to feed
it, the first chick ends up spending a lot of
time on the nest while the family waits for
the hatch of the second chick. Loon eggs
and newly-hatched loon chicks are brown
in color, and as such, they blend in with
their surroundings on the nest. The egg
membrane and the inside of eggshells, in
contrast, are a creamy white color. That
makes them much more conspicuous

and, if left on the nest, could increase the
chance of nest predation. Therefore, it
is believed that in removing egg mem-
branes and large eggshell pieces from the
nest, adult loons may be protecting their
chick and the second egg from being easi-
ly noticed by predators.”

People may report a bird sighting
or bird related experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a message at
extension 100, emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.

Loon

SE WER, from page 1

stant underfunding of the sewer fund in
recent years. He believed the rate increase
was reasonable.

“This intentional underfunding, I
think it’s unacceptable...this can has been
kicked down the road long enough it start-
ed somewhere other than right now, we
have a really old city, we’re going to need
infrastructure investment,” Givner said.
“This $8.02 proposal comes to $30 a year,
I think it’s reasonable and I think since
we’ve waited so long to deal with this I
don’t see the problem with taking the time
now to do the research and get the infor-
mation needed to take all these expenses
that are city-wide expenses out so that in
the future we can properly bill those using
the sewage system versus those using all
city expenses.”

Vacon and Jourdain were hesitant to
approve a rise in the rates. They pointed
out being fiscally conservative has ben-
efited the city in the past, with Jourdain
pointing out how the ultimate decision to
wait on the middle school project benefit-
ed them in the long-run, with the project
now being built without a debt exclusion
override.

“I’'ve yet to see in the Holyoke gov-
ernment how being fiscally conservative
around here has caused things to cost dou-
ble, I can actually say just the opposite,”
Jourdain said.

“If we had just gone along, in years
past, with whatever rate was put forth to
us...if we had not pushed back and we
just went ahead with the rate increases
in the face of a 70% collection rate, that
would have been irresponsible to the peo-
ple who pay their bills, to the people who
would have been then paying the higher
rate,” Vacon said.

Sticking true to their statements,
Vacon and Jourdain voted against recom-
mending the proposed budget to the city
council. However, they were outvoted by
Givner, Maldonado Velez and Rivera, so
the city council will receive the ordinance
committee’s recommendation to move
forward with this proposed budget.

Along with the rate increase,
Monahan also proposed a sewer enterprise
study for FY24.

This study would identify the true
costs associated with wastewater collec-
tion and treatment, identify other costs
currently funded by the sewer enter-
prise fund, establish a five-year Capital
Improvements Program, recommend a
funding program and strategies (including
public review and city approval).

“All of this works only if you do it all
together, otherwise we’ll be back having
the same discussion a year from now,”
Monahan said to the committee.

According to Monahan’s presenta-
tion, Holyoke’s average residential user
fee appears high when compared to other
communities as the contract includes ser-
vices and costs that are typically funded
outside wastewater enterprise funds.

Monahan and the rest of the project
team hope to use their proposed study
to identify the costs of these additional
services and remove them from the enter-
prise fund.

“So those costs could be pulled out
of that...with the awareness of the oppor-
tunities to learn more about the funding
and the operations associated with the
enterprise fund, we proposed for FY24 to
do a comprehensive, in-depth study of the
enterprise fund looking at the operational
cost associated with those bits and pieces
that we’re talking about,” Monahan said.

The current proposed budget for the
wastewater treatment plant administration
and operations is a total of $10,129,620.
The budget is not finalized. Not only does
it still need approval by the city coun-
cil, but the project team—which includes
the mayor, the city auditor, the city trea-
surer, Holyoke Water Department, the
Board of Public Works, the Director of
Public Works, the city engineer, and the
President of the Abrahams Group-is still
waiting on the numbers from the last
quarter of FY23.

Furthermore, even if the city coun-
cil were to approve this budget, the rate
increase would not be able to be applied
until the second quarter of FY24 at best,
as pointed out by city Councilor Joseph
McGiverin, who was in attendance on
Aug. 22.

“It’s a double-edged sword,”
McGiverin said. “We don’t know the last
quarter of fiscal 2023 and we know we’re
not going to get the first quarter of fiscal
24>

Despite this, Monahan still encour-
aged the committee to recommend the
budget to the city council. While not
everything about the budget is solidified,
the anticipated rise in rates and the pro-
posed study would still be needed.

According to Monahan, the enterprise
fund has been historically underfunded,
which has, in part, led to the issues with
the system that are seen today.

“Over the last 17 years of the long-
term service agreement, slightly over 50%
of the time the enterprise fund was in a
deficit,” Monahan said.

Therefore, Monahan and the rest of
the project team are asking for more fund-
ing this time in order to prevent additional
funding in the future.

“When we short change these levels
of effort to learn more about what our
system needs are, to plan for those sys-
tem needs, we end up in the same boat,”
Monahan said.

VE TE RA N S, from page 1

break the home lost 76 individuals, a
tragedy that all at the home are working
hard to ensure it never happens again.

According to Senator John Velis,
during the crisis he organized a meeting
with the affected families. At this meet-
ing, the families demanded that there
be a new building put in place, that the
structure of government in the veterans
home be redone and that the tragedy
that occurred there would never happen
again.

“We lost veterans and we lost so
many great human beings, and I'll never
forget that,” Velis promised. “So that
third thing, that third thing that the fam-

ily members said, never forget and never
let something happen again.”

Velis swore that he would continue
to put his best work forward to ensure
that the veterans of MA would be the
best supported in the country.

“Massachusetts is the best place in
the nation to be a veteran but make no
mistake about it, but if we rest on our
laurels that will be surpassed,” Velis said.

Representative Patricia Duffy was
also honored to have been a part of the
process of giving these veterans a better
home.

“To give all of you—veterans, fami-
lies, staffers—the home that you deserve
is the honor of my public service career,”
she said.
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Joyce Mogaka, Maria Golano, Elizabeth Powers and Ana
Euribe from the UMass Health Development Initiative give
out information about the various studies UMass conducts to
learn more about how to support families.

Steven Moguel, Korina Hall and Maria C. Perez, part of the
equity task force from Holyoke Public Schools attended
the event to get feedback from and provide assistance to
families.

Laser tag was set up for children and families to enjoy
during the back-to-school event.

With water slides and bounce houses, the back-to-school
event was fun for all in attendance.
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Kyrie Bretz and Laurie Tyburski from Holyoke Medical Center
hand out resources for families.

Yaxmine Ibrahin, Justina Adiele and Galima Krasmov
from Head Start help keep families informed about their
organization. Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

Ron Thompson and Faith Sarisley from
Cross Point Clinical Services help
families learn about the mental health
services they provide.

S CH 0 OL, from page 1

Holyoke. The Holyoke Safe Neighborhood Initiative
started it in 2011, making this year the twelfth year in a
row of this fun-filled event.

“In 2011 when we started this community work we
were saying ‘gee, it would be really cool to have a back
to school event where we would be able to help the fami-
lies get school supplies and other things that they need to
take a little pressure of the parents and families,” Caisse
said. “We felt if we could do an event, have a great day
with activities and food and be able to provide backpacks
for the kids, that would be really cool.”

At this event, families are able to get a variety of
information and supplies that they may need for the
upcoming school year. The backpacks are handed out for
free for the families in attendance, as well as about 50
bikes. There were also 40 agency representatives present.

“It’s very important to us because we’re getting
families connected to resources in the community to help
them get to better places,” Caisse said. “And that’s what
the work we do is all about, it’s about building relation-
ships with people so through the relationships we can
help them.”

There truly was a variety of agency representatives
present at the event. From mental health resources to the
boy scouts, there was information on just about any kind
of resource a family could need.

“I want people to know that there’s help available,”
Clinical Director of the Center for Human Development’s
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Kelvin Toro and Melissa Burke from
CHD help give out resources about
behavioral health to families.

Outreach Specialist for the Boy
Scouts of America Iris Sosa lets
families learn about how to become a
part of the Boy Scouts.

Youth Mobile Crisis and Youth Crisis Stabilization
Melissa Burke said.

Agencies and organizations present included
GearUp, Headstart, CHD, and Holyoke Medical Center.
Each agency or organization was happy to provide infor-
mation and resources to all of the families at the event.

“We’re explaining our different resources for healthy
lifestyle and different social determinants of health, so we
have information on asthma, on nutrition, mental health
as well as some other community benefits,” Kyrie Bretz
from Holyoke Medical Center said.

This event helped agencies like Holyoke Medical
Center to spread their information to families and the
community easily, as Laurie Tyburski from Holyoke
Medical Center explained.

Executive Director of Diversity, Equity, and
Inclusion at HPS Steven Moguel was also present, along
with other members of the equity task force. Moguel’s
goal of the day was to try to get feedback from families
on ways HPS can improve upon their equity.

“We’re trying to elicit from them some of the things
they think we should be addressing in regards to equity,”
Moguel explained.

Families had the opportunity to give this feedback
to HPS while also getting information and resources they
would need.

“I think when you have a day like today...the fam-
ilies see the work we do all year and then we put on an
event like today, I feel like they see that we really are try-
ing to make a difference, we really do care,” Caisse said.
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Fall 2023
leagues

get update
by PVIAC

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

The fall preseason has
started this week, and with
it, alignments for fall leagues
have been updated. Full
realignment typically takes
place every four years, but has
happened more frequently due
to the pandemic and the intro-
duction of the new state tour-
nament.

In Western Massachusetts,
due the geographic diversi-
ty throughout the region, the
Pioneer Valley Interscholastic
Athletic Association makes
leagues based on the compet-
itiveness of a school in a given
sport, sometimes regardless of
what division they play in at
the state level for tournament.

For example, in the updat-
ed Kurty-Fielding Division for
girls soccer, South Hadley, a
Division 4 and smaller school,
is in a crowded league with
larger schools like Agawam,
Wahconah, Chicopee
Comprehensive, and Pittsfield.

The Central League fea-
tures one of the top teams
in Western Mass. once
again. Monson is a part of
the league, along now with
Palmer, which has had a cou-
ple of very successful leagues.
Chicopee, Southwick, and
Granby are also a part of
the league, along with larger

See PVIAC, page 12

Kurtis Thomas fires a pitch.

Zach Ketterman fields a grounder.
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Blue Sox
season
ends

HOLYOKE - Earlier
this month, the Valley Blue
Sox won their division and
went after the New England
Collegiate Baseball League
championship. The Blue Sox
won back-to-back titles in
2017 and 2018, but have not
gotten back there since.

Unfortunately, history
would repeat as the Blue Sox
were defeated by the Bristol
Blues two games to one in a
best-of-three series.

See BLUE SOX, page 8

2
M’/

{"3&

T D e Ly B ARG S R

Matthew Bergevin gets the out at first.

St. John’s captures Pioneer Valley summer soccer league men’s title

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Aiden
Casinghino was a senior cap-
tain of the Tantasqua Regional

St. John’s took home the PVSSL Men’s Championship this year.

boys varsity soccer team in
2018. Braylon Casinghino was
a senior captain of the Warriors
soccer team a year ago.

The brothers had never
been teammates on the same

soccer team until this summer.
The duo helped the
top-seeded St. John Heating
& Cooling celebrate an excit-
ing 2-1 victory over the sec-
ond-seeded Villa FC in the

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

men’s championship match of
the prestigious Pioneer Valley
Summer Soccer League held
at historic Lusitano Stadium in
Ludlow Aug. 5.

“Because I'm a few years
older than my brother, we never
played on the same soccer team
in high school,” said Aiden
Casinghino, who also played
soccer at Springfield College.
“Winning the men’s champion-
ship title is fantastic, especially
having the opportunity to play
on the same soccer team with
Braylon. We fought very hard
for the entire 80 minutes.”

St. John Heating & Cooling
(10-1 regular season record),
who was previously known
as Griffin’s Café, lost to the
Lusitano Red, 1-0, in last year’s
finals. They also captured the
men’s title in 2016 and 2019.

“We’ve been able to win the
summer league title every three
years. There wasn’t a summer

league season in 2020 because
of COVID,” said St. John
Heating & Cooling co-coach
Jon Remillard, who’s from
Palmer. “We have some younger
guys on this year’s team who
worked very hard. It feels great
to win another title.”

Remillard shared the coach-
ing duties with Jaime Prickett,
who lives in South Hadley.

Following this year’s
championship match, Aiden
Casinghino received the MVP
award.

“Winning the championship
game means a little bit more
to me than receiving the MVP
award,” he said. “The MVP
award should go to the entire
team because everyone has
worked very hard this summer.
The championship cup trophy is
the only one that matters.”

While Aiden Casinghino is

See ST JOHN’S, page 8
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Nick Bellak sends a pass away.

S T J OHN ’S, from page 7

a midfielder, his younger brother was
the St. John Heating & Cooling starting
goalie.

Braylon Casinghino will be a goalie
for the Western New England University
men’s soccer team in the fall. He was in
the spotlight throughout the entire second
half of the championship match.

“It has been a lot of fun playing
on the same soccer team with Aiden,”
Braylon Casinghino said. “Watching him
receive the M.V.P. award was awesome.
He just put us on our backs and got the
job done. We came out firing on all cylin-
ders in tonight’s game.”

The Western New England
University men’s soccer coach is Devin
O’Neill. His two sons, Sean and Shay
are listed on the St. John Heating &
Cooling roster, but they didn’t play in
the championship match. The O’Neill’s
were outstanding soccer players at

Cam Rigney, of Wilbraham, dribbles up the field.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Belchertown High School.

Aiden and Braylon Casinghino,
who live in Brimfield, are really looking
forward to being teammates with their
younger brother, Cole, next summer.

Cole Casinghino is entering
his senior season as a member of the
Tantasqua boys’ varsity soccer team,
which is coached by Matt Guertin.

“We’re hoping Cole will be join-
ing our summer league soccer team next
year.” said Aiden Casinghino, who has
been playing in the PVSSL for the past
five years. “It has been a lot of fun play-
ing in this soccer league.

At the start of the summer league
season, Braylon Casinghino replaced
Mark Tiffany, who’s also from
Belchertown, as the St. John Heating &
Cooling starting goalie.

Villa FC (9-0-2 regular season
record) posted a 4-0 shutout victory
over St. John Heating & Cooling at
the beginning of the summer league

Mike Lima, of Ludlow, sends a free kick across the field.

regular season.

“I only missed two games during the
regular season and our loss against Villa
was one of them,” Braylon Casinghino
said. “I think it would’ve been a little bit
different outcome if I had been there.”

Troy and Matt Remilard were also
key members of the St. John Heating &
Cooling soccer team.

All three of the Remillard’s were
outstanding soccer players at Palmer
High School.

It didn’t take St. John Heating &
Cooling very long to score a goal in the
finals.

During the fifth minute of the open-
ing half, Byron Peabody, who also grad-
uated from Palmer High School, fired
a rebound shot into the lower left cor-
ner of the net past Villa goalie Mike
Tranghese, who played soccer at Monson
High School, giving St. John Heating &
Cooling a 1-0 lead.

Ten minutes later, they took a 2-0

Mason Perham Kicks the ball away.

Subscribe or read
The Holyoke Sun online at
www.sun.turley.com

lead following a goal by Jed Theilman,
who’s from Amherst. Aiden Casinghino
was credited with the assist.

Villa FC cut the deficit in half fol-
lowing a goal by Deandrae Brown, which
was assisted by Anthony Basile.

Brown played college soccer at
UConn a couple of years ago.

Villa FC had six corner kicks and
several other scoring chances during the
second half, but Braylon Casinghino
managed to hold onto the one goal lead
for St. John Heating & Cooling.

“Braylon is a tall goalie,” said Jon
Remillard, who has been playing in the
adult soccer league since 2010. “The
players on the opposing team are afraid
of him and I'm very glad that he was
a member of our team this summer.
I hope he has a good year at Western
New England. He’s a very good goalie.
We do have several brothers playing for
our team this year, which made it a lot
of fun.”

BLUE S OX, from page 7

The Valley Blue Sox season has
come to an end after falling to the
Bristol Blues 10-3 After winning the
first game of the quarterfinals series,
the Blue Sox were shutout in game two
and defeated in game three at home,
allowing Bristol to advance to the
semifinals.

The Blues piled on the scoring
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early, putting up six runs in the first
three innings. An RBI groundout in the
first, a throwing error and RBI single in
the second, and a sacrifice fly and RBI
single in the third allowed the Blues to
take the lead 6-0.

Dillon Ryan started the game for
the Blue Sox, pitching three innings
allowing six runs and striking out two
batters.

Joe Dooley took over for Ryan

in the top of the fourth, pitching four
innings allowing four runs with one
strikeout.

Bristol added a run in the top of
fifth following an RBI double, another
in the sixth off an RBI double, and two
more in the seventh after a sacrifice fly
and RBI groundout to go up 10-0.

The Blue Sox put a run on the
board in the bottom of the seventh after
Jeff Pierantoni hit an RBI single to

score Matt Bergevin.

Brendan Yagesh relieved Dooley in
the top of the eighth, pitching a score-
less frame with three strikeouts.

Valley added two more runs in the
bottom of the eighth following an RBI
single from Michael Zarillo to score CJ
Willis and Bergevin.

2023 All-Star Michael Weidinger
got the ninth for the Blue Sox, striking
out two batters during his clean inning.
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10th annual Michael J Dias
Foundation golf tournament

LUDLOW - The Michael J Dias
Foundation announces its milestone
10th annual golf tournament fundraiser,
scheduled to take place at the scenic
Ludlow Country Club on Monday, Oct.
16. The golf tournament is sponsored
by Luso Federal Credit Union. It prom-
ises a day of camaraderie, sport, and
community support, all in the spirit of
making a positive impact.

The Michael J Dias Foundation,
renowned for its commitment to pro-
viding sober housing to individuals in
recovery, has organized this remarkable
event as a crucial fundraising effort to
further its mission. The tournament will
kick off with registration commencing
at 9 a.m., followed by a shotgun start at
10 a.m.

The cost per golfer is $150,
which includes greens fees, golf cart,
a delectable lunch to refuel mid-
game, and a buffet dinner to celebrate

the day’s successes.

Sponsorship opportunities are
available for businesses and individuals
eager to make a difference. Sponsors
are an integral part of supporting the
foundation’s vital work, contributing to
the well-being and recovery of those the
foundation serves.

Registration for the 10th annu-
al golf tournament and becoming a
sponsor is easily accessible through
the official registration portal: https://
bit.ly/MIDGOLF23. For more infor-
mation about the event, sponsorship
opportunities, or the inspiring work of
the Michael J Dias Foundation, please
visit the foundation’s official website at
www.mdiasfoundation.org.

For inquiries and additional infor-
mation, please feel free to contact
Isabel Martins, who can be contacted
via email at imartins @mdiasfoundation.
org or by phone at 617-429-0541.

Edward J.

Edward J. Morlarty, age
77, died peacefully in his
home on August 13, 2023,
surrounded by his family. He
was born on January 29, 1946,
in Holyoke, MA to Edward
and Maria (Panopoulos)
Moriarty. Ed attended
Holyoke High School, class
of 1964. He went to Emerson
College in Boston, then enlist-
ed into the U.S. Army and served in
Vietnam until his honorable discharge in
1971. Upon his discharge, Ed enrolled
and then graduated from the University
of Massachusetts. During his time serv-
ing his country, he was awarded sever-
al medals, including the Distinguished
Flying Cross, which is awarded for
extraordinary achievement while in
flight, and the Bronze Star, for heroic
service in a combat zone.

Edward was an avid reader, espe-
cially non-fiction/History books. During
his career as a Holyoke firefighter, he
was also an educator for schools, teach-
ing fire safety to children. While liv-
ing in Tennessee, he, along with 3-4

OBITUARY POLICY: Turley Publications offers two
types of obituaries. One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral date and
place. The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $89, which allows
families to publish extended death notice information of their
own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices &
Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home
to: obits@turley.com. Exceptions will be made only when the
family provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Bonsignore rolls to 13th career Thompson win

THOMPSON - Justin Bonsignore
hadn’t won at Thompson Speedway
Motorsports Park since 2019, but
Wednesday night, he reminded everyone
on the NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
why he leads all active drivers with wins
at the oval.

Bonsignore’s Kenneth Massa
Motorsports team sent him off pit road
first after a pit stop around halfway,
then Bonsignore held off the charges
of Doug Coby, then Ron Silk through
multiple restarts to score his 13th
career Thompson win. The victory
tied Bonsignore for second all-time in
Thompson wins with Ted Christopher,
only trailing Mike Stefanik, with 15.

The victory was also Bonsignore’s
third of the 2023 season (Riverhead,
Loudon) and his 10th top-five finish in
11 races this season.

“After we won seven out of eight
here, then the runs we started hav-
ing were a bit frustrating for us,”
Bonsignore said of Thompson. “The car
was really good. We missed it a little
bit, too tight on the first set of tires, but
on the second set, it fired off so well.
This is a really big confidence boost-
er. This is my favorite track — and to

Justin Bonsignore picked up his first Thompson Speedway in four years last week.
Submitted photo

bounce back like this and to lead half
the race... it was a total team effort to
win this one.”

Bonsignore and the Kenneth Massa

Motorsports team will be heading to
Langley Speedway in Virginia for the
next NASCAR Whelen Modified Tour
race on Saturday, Aug. 26.

Obituary «
Moriarty e,

other volunteers, founded the
first Jasper Highlands Fire
Department which has had
continued growth. For those
who never met Ed, or never
got the opportunity to know
him well, it was said that his
degree of professionalism and
devotion to duty brought cred-
it upon himself, his organiza-
tion, and the military service.
Ed met Linda, the light of his life, on
Senior People Meet.com and they were
married on April 25, 2016. Within those
short seven years, they did a lot of living,
laughing, and loving.

He is survived by his wife, Linda,
and her adult children Melissa (Steve)
Hughes and Jennifer (Joe) Murray and
many friends.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, aunts, and uncles, and many friends.

Cremation Rites have been accord-
ed. Ed’s cremated remains will be
interred at the Arlington National
Cemetery. Fond memories and expres-
sions of sympathy may be shared on our
website, www.brianmarkfh.com.

MORIARTY,
EDWARD J.
Died:
August 13, 2023

Sports ¢

How to contact the
Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local
sports story? Want to submit a
team photo, pass along a potential
story idea, or just find out how to
get a copy of that great photo of
your young athlete? Please send all
sports-related press releases and
information to Sports Editor Greg
Scibelli at: sports@turley.com or
call, 1-413-283-8393.

Thunderbirds announce signings

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Thunderbirds announced today that they
have signed forwards Mitchell Hoelscher
and Steven Jandric, as well as defense-
man Austin Osmanski, to one-year AHL
contracts for the 2023-24 season.

Hoelscher, 23, skated in 57
games with the Thunderbirds in 2022-
23, tallying 16 points (9g+7a). The
Waterloo, Ont. native earned a call-up
to Springfield after beginning the sea-
son with nine points (1g+8a) in just six
games with the ECHL’s Indy Fuel. He
was originally a sixth-round pick by the
New Jersey Devils in the 2018 NHL
Draft.

Jandric, 25, began his 2022-23 rook-
ie season with the ECHL’s Worcester

Railers, where he posted 19 points
(8g+11a) in 20 games. In 31 games
with Springfield, he added eight points
(2g+6a). A native of Prince George, B.C.,
Jandric skated collegiately for five sea-
sons, accumulating 114 points (35g+79a)
in 161 NCAA games with the University
of Alaska-Fairbanks (2017-20), the
University of Denver (2020-21), and
Merrimack College (2021-22).

Osmanski, 25, saw 30 games of
action last season in Springfield, post-
ing six points (1g+5a), 28 penalty min-
utes, and a +1 rating. A native of Buffalo,
N.Y., the 6-foot-4, 215-pound defensem-
an was selected by his hometown Buffalo
Sabres in the seventh round (189th over-
all) of the 2016 NHL Draft.

SOUTH HADLEY - The New
England Collegiate Baseball League

2023 All-NECBL teams. The honors
were voted on by all 13 on-field man-
agers of NECBL franchises. Only reg-
ular season statistics and performances
were taken into consideration during
the selection process.

The list includes 47 players

one player at each non-outfield posi-
tion (C, 1B, 2B, SS, 3B), three out-

(NECBL) is proud to announce the

across three teams: the AIlI-NECBL
First Team, the AII-NECBL Second
Team and the AII-NECBL Honorable
Mention Team. Each is composed of

NE Collegiate Baseball League
announces all-league selections

fielders, one designated hitter, three
starting pitchers, two relief pitchers
and one closer. In the case of ties,
some positions may include additional
honorees.

Making the second team was
Valley Blue Sox DH A.J. Guerrero.

Guerrero led the Blue Sox in hits
(42), RBIs (23), finished second in
runs (21), third in batting average
(.298) and led the league in doubles
(I1) in 141 at-bats. His best perfor-
mance of the season came on July 26
when he went 2-for-3 with two dou-
bles, two RBIs and two runs scored,
leading Valley to an 8-3 victory.

The Holyoke Sun e AUGUST 25,2023 * 9



» Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23C0232CA
In the matter of:

Duey Ann Cahoon
CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change
Name of Adult has been
filed by Duey Ann Cahoon
of Holyoke, MA requesting
that the court enter a Decree
changing their name to:

Judy Ann Cahoon

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appear-
ance at: Hampden Probate
and Family Court before
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 09/14/2023.

This is NOT a hearing
date, but a deadline by which
you must file a written appear-
ance if you object to this pro-
ceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: August 17,2023
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/25/2023

Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee
of the Holyoke City Council
with hold a public hearing
on Tuesday, September 12,
2023 at 6:30 p.m. to hear
special permit application of
Euphorium LLC at 15 Main
St (033-06-022) for an adult-
use cannabis retail, tier 1 cul-
tivation, and manufacturing
(non-chemical extraction)
establishment. Meeting will
take place at Holyoke City
Hall 536 Dwight St and
can be accessed remotely
via www.zoom.us Meeting
ID 848 0149 6082 Meeting
Passcode 404540 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656
with same Meeting ID and
Passcode. Written public
comment can be submitted
to publiccomment@holyoke.
org. For an electronic copy
of the application please con-
tact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at
Anderson-Burgos]J @holyoke.
org or by phone 413-322-
5525.

Ordinance Chair
Linda Vacon

08/25, 09/01/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23P1446EA

ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by Paul Grassfield of
Brooklyn, NY requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for
such other relief as requested
in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Paul Grassfield of
Brooklyn, NY be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised administra-
tion.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
09/19/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in
any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: August 22, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/25/2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Holyoke Hearing on
Public Cable License

Renewal
Mayor Joshua A. Garcia,
as cable television licensing
authority, will hold a public
cable license renewal hear-
ing at 6 p.m. on Thursday,
September 14, 2023, at

Estate of: Holyoke Media, 1 Court
Kim A Grassfield Plaza, Holyoke, as part of
Date of Death: 05/13/2023 the City’s license renew-
CITATION ON al proceedings pertaining to
PETITION FOR Comcast.
FORMAL Holyoke’s Comcast cable
B/ A|K|S|T L|U|B|A
| L|E|A D O/ R|A|N
B|A|R|F S| A C|E|D]|I
B|E|N| E | F|I T A|lA|L
S E L Y | E
S |S L H I |S
P|Y|A|S o E
| N|K|E L A
C|E|R L|A L
S | E Y | E S
E|Q N w| O
S|{UR|A O/ N|G|A|T|E|S
H|E|A|D O|Ss B|A|A|L
E|R|N|E D L1 B R|A
R|Y|A|S B|R|I N| G
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license expires on March 11,
2024.

Federal law requires a
public hearing to ascertain
the community’s cable-related
needs and interests as part of
the license renewal process.
Public comment is invited
regarding Comcast’s past per-
formance.

Interested persons may
attend and directly partici-
pate in person or they may
access the hearing remotely
via www.zoom.us Meeting
ID: 881 3755 3176 Passcode:
393722 or by call in at 1-929-
205-6099 with same Meeting
ID and Passcode.

The hearing may be
observed without remote par-
ticipation for viewing only
on Comcast Channel 15 in
Holyoke.

For further informa-
tion and copies of renewal
records, or to offer testimo-
ny regarding Comcast’s past
performance, please contact
Stephen Fay at the Holyoke
Mayor’s Office, City Hall,
536 Dwight Street, Holyoke,
Massachusetts 01040. Email:
fays@holyoke.org, telephone:
413-561-1600.

08/25, 09/01/2023

COMMONWEALTH OF
MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
ADMINISTRATION AND
FINANCE
DIVISION OF CAPITAL
ASSET MANAGEMENT
AND MAINTENANCE
Request for Qualifications
for Construction
Management at Risk
Services
Mass. State Project No.
HCC2301
Holyoke Community
College —

Marieb Hall Renovations,
Holyoke, MA

The Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, through its
Division of Capital Asset
Management & Maintenance
(DCAMM), requests that
qualified and experienced
firms submit a Statement of
Qualification and required
information to be received
through DCAMM’s E-Bid
Room at www.bidexpress.
com/businesses/10279/
home no later than 2:00 PM,
September 13, 2023.

Firms interested in pro-
viding Public Construction
Manager at Risk Services
(“CM” or “CM at Risk™) for
the Holyoke Community
College — Marieb Hall
Renovations, Holyoke,
MA, are invited to submit a
Statement of Qualifications
(“SOQ”) to the Division of
Capital Asset Management &
Maintenance (“DCAMM?”).
This CM at Risk procure-
ment is conducted pursuant
to M.G.L. 149A, contained
in Chapter 193 of the Acts
of 2004. This Request for
Qualifications (“RFQ”) is the
first phase of a two-phase pro-
curement process as set forth
in M.G.L. 149A. DCAMM
is prequalifying firms inter-
ested in providing public CM
at Risk services for the proj-
ect through the RFQ process.
DCAMM will evaluate sub-
mitted SOQs based upon the
identified evaluation criteria
as set forth in the RFQ and
will select those respondents
it deems qualified. Only those
respondents deemed qual-
ified will be invited to sub-
mit a proposal in response
to a detailed Request for
Proposals (“RFP”), which
will be issued in the second
phase of the procurement
process. The project deliv-
ery method for construction
will be public CM at Risk
with a Guaranteed Maximum
Price (“GMP”) under M.G.L.
149A.

In addition, firms inter-
ested in being prequalified
must demonstrate that they
have had prior experience
as a Construction Manager
on at least three CM-at-
Risk projects and have com-
pleted at least one project of
a similar cost, complexity,
type and size as this proj-
ect as it is described further
below and in the RFQ. The
prior CM-at- Risk projects
must have been complet-
ed within the last ten (10)
years.

At the time a CM firm
submits the Qualifications
Statement, it must have a
DCAMM Certification in
the Contractor Category,
“General Building
Construction”, with a sin-
gle limit greater than the
Estimated Total Project cost
of $6,771,277. See www.
mass.gov/dcamm/certification
for certification forms and the
required Update Form.

This Project is a renova-
tion of a three-story, cast-
in-place concrete building
constructed in 1971. The
renovation is anticipated to
include 4,600 SF of teach-
ing laboratory and clinical
space, 1,200 SF of faculty
office, 975 SF of classroom
space, and a 750 SF student
lounge/study space.

The Request for
Qualifications may be down-
loaded from DCAMM’s E
Bid Room at https://www.
bidexpress.com/business-
es/10279/home on or after
Wednesday, August 23,
2023. Instructions on the
E-Bid Room processes can be
found on DCAMM’s website
www.mass.gov/dcamm/bids
or contact DCAMM’s Bid
Room at (617) 727-4003 or
bidroom.dcamm @mass.gov.

Carol W. Gladstone
Commissioner

08/25/2023

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD23P1746EA
Estate of:

Linda May Lepore-Wilson
Date of Death: 08/06/2022
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative
has been filed by Thomas
F Lepore of Holyoke, MA
requesting that the Court enter
a formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Thomas F Lepore of
Holyoke, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to
obtain a copy of the Petition
from the Petitioner or at
the Court. You have a right
to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your
attorney must file a written
appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
09/15/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objec-
tion if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance
and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections

within thirty (30) days of the
return day, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represent-
ative appointed under the
MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested
in the estate are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in
any matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of
this Court.

Date: August 17, 2023
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/25/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
September 12, 2023 at 5:30
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836
3939 8493; CALL IN *67
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance Section 6.4.6.4, a
Special Permit for an Increase
in Sign Size for The Log
Cabin, at 500 Easthampton
Rd (Parcel 213-00-003), sub-
mitted by Ace Signs Inc.

The complete application
may be viewed through the
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F,
9—4 p.m.

Applicant: Ace Signs Inc.

Planning Board:
Mimi Panitch
08/25, 09/01/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
September 12, 2023 at 5:30
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836
3939 8493; CALL IN *67
646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance Section 6.4.6.4, a
Special Permit for an Increase
in Sign Size for Ford Pro Elite
(Marcotte Ford), at 933 Main
Street (Parcel 088-00-001),
submitted by 933 Main Street,
LLC

The complete application
may be viewed through the
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F,
9-4 p.m.

Applicant:

Michael Filomeno

Planning Board:
Mimi Panitch
08/25, 09/01/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning
Board will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday,
September 12, 2023 at 5:30
p-m. via Zoom.com; ID:
836 3939 8493; CALL IN
*67 646 558 8656 to hear,
pursuant to the Holyoke
Zoning Ordinance, a Site
Plan Review petition (Sec
10), and a Special Permit for
a Common Driveway and a
Temporary Construction
Fence for the William Peck
Middle School Project to be
located at 1916 Northampton
Street (110-00-028).

Brennan Consulting, Inc
is proposing to demolish and
construct a +/-107,425 sq. ft.
middle school and other asso-
ciated site improvements.

A complete copy of the
application, contact the
Planning Department at (413)
322-5575.

APPLICANT:

Brennan Consulting, Inc

PLANNING BOARD:
Mimi Panitch
08/25/2023

City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040-5078
(413)-322-5650

Real Estate for Sale

The City of Holyoke
is seeking sealed offers &
proposals for the follow-
ing properties: 736 Dwight
Street & Dwight Street
Parcel #006-09-001 Sold
together only,118 Newton
Street,Newton Street Parcel
#011-03-009,& 94 Newton
Street 3 parcels sold togeth-
er only, 277 Main Street, and
285 Main Street,Main Street
sold Individually.

Proposals are due on
09/12/2023 by 11AM. The
Public Opening will start at
11AM and go every 30 min
until finished.

Documents are available
by email request at: mor-
rowj@holyoke.org

The City of Holyoke
reserves the right to reject
any and/or all proposals. No
electronic submissions will be
accepted.

08/11, 08/18, 8/25/2023

The City Of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing
536 Dwight Street Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
Request for Quotes for
1. Site Prep and
2. Playground Installation

Install and Site work
for Playground Structure at
Donahue School in Holyoke.
School will have the Structure
we are looking for Site prep
including excavation, sub
grade preparation, concrete
placement for structural
components and wood fiber
safety surface distribution.
Contractor qualifications
include Certified Landscaper
Structures Installer and the
organization must have a
CPSI(Certified Playground
Safety Inspector) on staff
for warranty purposes.
Additionally, the ideal candi-
date would have installed at
least 3 playgrounds within the
last Syrs for reference.

The use of Federal funds
will be used so submitters
must have a unique identity
# registered with SAM.GOV,
Certified payroll must be sub-
mitted with use of Prevailing
Wages or Davis Bacon Wages
(whichever is higher).

Full documents to submit
quotes can be obtained from
morrowj@holyoke.org or in
person from the Purchasing
Office. The deadline to sub-
mit quotes is September 7,
2023 at 2PM.

08/25/2023

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Holyoke License Board
will be holding a Public
Hearing on Wednesday,
September 6, 2023, at 5:15
pm. You can join via Zoom.
com; ID: 83112654730;
CALL IN: *67 646 558 8656
or in person at City Hall
Annex 20 Korean Veterans
Plaza Room 403, regarding
the application for a Multiple
Amendment of an All
Annual All Alcohol Liquor
License (On- Premises)
from Hamel’s Catering Inc.
DBA Hamel’s Catering, at
555 Northampton Street,

pursuant to M.G.L. Ch.138.
Applicant: Yadira Basile
License Board:
Anthony Luciano, Chairman
08/25, 09/01/2023
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

ESTATE SALE

ESTATE SALE 284 LOWER HAMP-
DEN ROAD MONSON MA 8/25 &
8/26 8:00-4:00 ANTIQUES, COL-
LECTIBLES, FURNITURE, JEWELRY,
BOOKS, CD'S LOTS OF ELECTRON-
ICS, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 7000
WATT TROY BILT GENERATOR

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!! SEA-
SONED HARDWOOD ONLY
$200.00 PER CORD PICKED UP IN
BELCHERTOWN! LIMITED DELIV-
ERY AVAILABLE FOR FEE. CON-
TACT (413)977-4021

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

Over a cord
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

Ao |
CASH FOR
JUNK

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns,
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire department,
masonic,license plates,beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**x*%xxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2**xx%xxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING.
Established 1976. New re-roofs and
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs.
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Classified Advertising

DEADLINES

QUABBIN &
SUBURBAN
FRIDAY AT NOON

MONDAY

HILLTOVWVNS
AT NOON

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING for
all your interior & exterior needs. Car-
pentry, woodworking, porches, patios,
windows, doors, painting, drywall, sid-
ing, landscaping, clean-outs. Compet-
itive pricing, References. Please call
Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

S&S LANDSCAPING Residential and
Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn
repair,

fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge trim-
ming, planting.

Free estimates, Fully licensed and in-
sured.

You'll like us mower

413-240-1992

PLEASE RECYCLE
THIS NEWSPAPER

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PAINTING & MORE
Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too!
Professional and reliable. No job
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham
area. Call Tom,339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior
and drywall repair. We treat your home
like our own homes. Fully licensed
and insured. Call WE DO today for a
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS

Amount of charge:

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
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2 | 22 | B | 2 s
% | 2 | 2 | 28 5
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L Besaso | 38 Setimsa| 39 Bganse| 40 ]
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QaVISA 1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv

Date:

MONEY MAKER

QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON
HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or
the Suburban Residential ZONE
for $26.00 for 20 words plus
50¢ for each additional word.

Add $10 for a second Zone
oradd $15 to run in
ALL THREE ZONES.
First ZONE base price aggicludes
Add a second ZONE __ $10.00 ——
Add a third ZONE ___%5.00 '°"°Q“-‘u":bzb°i':‘5”
Subtotal .
x Number of Weeks
TOTAL Enclosed

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Aq
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Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

TREE WORK

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING Call for a
Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, Fully
Insured

413-213-5470

TUNE-UPS

BLOWER & LAWNMOWER
NE UP & REPAIR

A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers
and Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

FOR RENT

$900 LUDLOW. Utilities included.
Quiet, cozy, 1 bedroom, 1 full bath w/
small kitchen/living room. Easy access
to Mass Pike, parking, laundry on-
site. No smoking, no pets. 413-543-
3062.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

TWO BEDROOM APT., Bristol
State Apts., 181 State Street, Ludlow.
Central heat, AC. Includes stove, re-
frigerator, washer/dryer hookups. No
smoking. No pets. 413-315-0368.

EEaa
2

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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Family Owned Since 1985

T.J.
ARK MULC

INC.
Visit TUBarkMulch.com for Coupons

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine ¢ Spruce ¢ Hemlock * Cedar ¢ Red, Black & Brown

Find us on:

Now CARRYING DECORATIVE STONE

We are a mulch manufacturer, not a resaler of other people’s products. This means no middleman,
and you save on the best product around. Come visit us on the web for great deals!

413-569-2400 | 25 Sam West Road, Southwick, MA | 860-654-1975

Playground ¢ Forest Blend ¢ Topsoil * Seasoned Firewood I facebook.

September Starts
All of Our Fall Festivities
— Come and Join Us!
Tuesday Nights « 6:30pm
Pitch Night P
S in September. (
N odpiesst W

Wednesday 8/30 « 5pm
Smoked Cookout

First Come First Served
We would like to thank all
of our patrons, members,
families and friends
for all of your support.

LRGSR
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Real Estate AUCTION

.37x Ac. Cleared Residential Lot

Lot B off Morgan St., Holyoke, MA
Zoned R-1 in the Highlands Neighborhood
Thursday, August 24 at 11am On-site

' AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA
Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

Mannin

AUCTIONEERS
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» InThe News
P VIAC, from page 7

schools in Amherst and Northampton.
Northampton was defeated by Monson
in an independent game last year.

Ware joins the Pioneer North
League and will now meet twice this
year with Easthampton, St. Mary’s,
Frontier, Mahar, and even Holyoke.

Holyoke was dropped from the
Central League after a couple of disap-
pointing years.

The top league in the region
is the Coombs League, and features
Minnechaug, Belchertown, East
Longmeadow, Longmeadow, Ludlow,
West Springfield, and Westfield.

In boys soccer, there are not a lot
of big changes, though the Churchill

Greylock of Williamstown.

Dropped the Holley League is
Chicopee Comprehensive. Chicopee,
Holyoke, and Monson are also a
part of that league along with SICS
and Northampton. South Hadley will
be part of the Moriarty League, and
will once again matchup with Frontier,
Easthampton, and Mahar. Southwick
and Lenox will also be in the league
this year.

Granby is part of the Schmid
League this year, and Ware is a crowd-
ed Bi-County League that features eight
teams.

Pathfinder, which now co-ops with
Palmer, is in the Tri-County League
again this year.

League, Football leagues did not see any
w h i ¢c h major changes. The AA still fea-
features tures the same six teams, including
Agawam, Minnechaug and Holyoke. Agawam is
Westfield, part of the Suburban South, and South
and Pope Hadley, Ludlow, and Chicopee are in
Francis, the Suburban North again this season.

a n d Belchertown will compete in the
Pittsfield, Intercounty South, and Palmer and
will add Ware are part of the Intercounty North
Hampshire along with Greenfield, Mahar, Athol,
Regional and Franklin Tech. Pathfinder remains
and Mt. in the Tri-County.

:* AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
* Preventative & Restorative Care ® Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry
* State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES
610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.
413-533-8378
Info, Full Terms, Broker Reg & More at: www.holyokedentalassociates.com
i Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. « John P. Griffin, D.D.S.
JJNL%;‘nzznoﬁ'?om Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
) -521. Care Credit Financing Available and
MA Lic# 111 - Ref # 23-2030 Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted
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Resident Earl Lizotte

= Smart Moves

AT DAY BROOK VILLAGE SENIOR LIVING

It's impossible to predict what will happen next. You and your
family will take comfort in knowing Day Brook Village Senior
Living offers a continuum of quality care to meet changing
health needs, all on one campus. It's time to put your Life
Plan in place.

CALL 413-561-7958 TODAY TO SCHEDULE
o8] f] YOUR VISIT AND LEARN MORE.

INDEPENDENT LIVING « ASSISTANCE IN LIVING +« SKILLED NURSING
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DAY BROOK
VILLAGE

SENIOR LIVING

AN AFFILIATE OF
INTEGRITUS HEALTHCARE

298 Jarvis Avenue + Holyoke, MA 01040
413-561-7958

www.daybrookvillage.org




