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HOLYOKE – National 
Night Out is an event held 
across the nation in order to 
connect the police depart-
ment with their community. 
Holyoke’s American Legion 
decided to host a celebration of 
their own on Monday, Aug. 7. 

The band Dog Walker per-
formed live music while the 
event attendees got to enjoy 
the lovely free food, cooked by 
American Legion worker Lisa 
Gariepy. 

“I love the band we have 
tonight…it’s always fun to see 
people up there dancing and 
everyone chit chatting at the 
tables, it does my heart good,” 
Gariepy said. 

A portion of the funds 
raised from the event will go to 
the Soldier’s Home Commissary 
fund or the St. Paul Church 
Veterans’ Lunch Program, two 
places the legion normally 
works to support through their 
events.

“When we do a small fund-
raiser like this we usually give a 
donation to the Soldier’s Home 
Commissary fund or theSt. 
Paul Church Veterans’ Lunch 

Program,” Gariepy explained. 
Gariepy was inspired to 

host a National Night Out eve-
ning at the Legion by the other 
cities and towns in the area 
hosting their own.

“ W h e n  I  s a w  [ t h a t 
Chicopee was hosting one] I 
thought it was a great idea and 
figured we should do one here,” 
she said. 

While this event was geared 
to honoring the police depart-
ment and the veterans, the true 
goal was to bring together mem-
bers of the Holyoke community. 

“That’s what it’s all about, 
getting people out of their hous-
es, to come to socialize, be with 
other people and have a good 
time,” Gariepy said. “A lot of 
people live alone and if they 
don’t have a reason to go out, 
they won’t. So, hopefully this 
will get them down here, get 
them fed and they’ll go home in 
a good mood.”

Gariepy’s wish came true. 
Everyone present at the event 
enjoyed the food and music, 
having fun on an otherwise 
gloomy evening due to the rainy 
weather outside. 

“It’s not even about the 
money tonight, it was about get-
ting to see a room full of happy 

people,” Gariepy said. 
The legion is currently rais-

ing funds in order to get a new 
sprinkler system. While they are 
waiting to hear back from the 
state and the city on the funds 
they will be provided, they are 
hoping to raise $30,000. Any 
donation to help them reach this 

goal is greatly appreciated. 
To make a donation, go to 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/
tgtrje-veterans-need-your-help. 

“We’re hopeful that we’ll 
have enough to get this project 
off the ground,” Gariepy said. 

The legion has fun events 
planned for people to enjoy 

S u n d a y  t h r o u g h  F r i d a y. 
This includes pitch night on 
Mondays, taco Tuesdays and 
“bike night” with live music 
on Fridays. They also have 
an upcoming pig roast night 
planned for Sept. 16. Tickets for 
the night will be available at the 

American Legion hosts a National Night Out celebration

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala 
People gather around the bar at the American Legion to enjoy their National Night Out celebration.

Candidate 
makes city 
ballot, primary 
set for Sept. 26

HOLYOKE – In an update 
to a published report two weeks 
ago, a candidate for Holyoke 
School Committee was omit-
ted. Rosalee Tensley Williams, 
the current Ward 2 member, was 
not included in the list of candi-
dates whose nomination papers 
were certified. She appears 
to be unopposed for her seat 
according to the current list of 
candidates on the City Clerk’s 
website. The primary election 
is scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 
26 and will be needed to narrow 
a couple of races for city coun-
cil. There are more than two 
candidates for a couple of the 
ward seats, including Ward 7, 
which will be vacated by current 
Council President Todd McGee 
at the end of this term. McGee 
has chosen not to seek re-elec-
tion.

There is also a possible pri-
mary for the Ward 2 seat, which 
is occupied by Wilmer Puello-
Mota. At least two people 
have had their papers certified 
according to the city website, 
and two others took out papers.

There are challenges for 

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Baystate 
Health and Lifepoint Health 
partnered together in order to 
build a new behavioral health 
hospital at 45 Lower Westfield 
Road in Holyoke. This new 
hospital, called Valley Springs 
Behavioral Health Hospital, 
was celebrated at a ribbon 
cutting ceremony on Monday, 
Aug. 14. 

“Today we’re here to 
see a vision become reality: 
a state-of-the-art contempo-
rary behavioral health hos-
pital,” President and CEO 
of Baystate Health Mark 
Keroack remarked at the cer-
emony. 

This new hospital is 
122,000 square feet with 
150 private and semi-pri-
vate rooms for adults and 
children. The entire building 
was designed to meet both 
the wants and needs of the 
patients within. With a gym-
nasium for activity, access to 
the outdoors for recreation 
and areas for patients to cre-
ate art, the building is made to 
ensure that patients feel sup-
ported. 

“We’re going to have 
better environments, better 
facilities and more resources 
to help people,” Chair of the 
Department of Psychiatry at 
Baystate Health Barry Sarvet 
said. “This kind of facility has 
outdoor spaces for recreation, 
lots of light…it was designed 
from the ground up for this 
kind of care.”

Valley Springs Behavioral 
Health Hospital CEO Roy 

Sasenaraine proudly described 
how this building was inten-
tionally built to be modern 
and filled with light, so that 
the patients within would 
not feel “the apprehension of 
going to an institution that 
looks like ‘an asylum’”. 

“This building has hun-
dreds of windows everywhere, 
light is one of the important 

New Valley Springs Behaviorial 
Health Hospital opens

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
Congressman Richard Neal gives 
his support to the new behavioral 
health hospital.

Selfless 
commitment 
to public 
service
State Police Academy’s 
88th Recruit Training 
Troop graduates

By Paula Ouimette
pouimette@turley.com

SPRINGFIELD – Earlier 
this month, the State Police 
Academy graduated its 88th 
Recruit Training Troop, which 
featured 165 men and women 
from cities and towns across the 
commonwealth.

The State Police Pipes & 
Drums Band ushered dignitar-
ies into the Mass Mutual Center 
on Aug. 3, where Sgt. Mike 
Goonan, Director of Training at 
the State Police Academy acted 
as master of ceremonies. 

The 88th RTT began train-
ing at the State Police Academy 
in New Braintree earlier this 
year, passing through an inten-
sive 16-hour day program, five 
days a week. 

Following a moment of 
silence for police and military 
personnel who have given their 

President and CEO of Baystate 
Health Mark Keroack informs 
the audience on why this new 
hospital is so important.

See BALLOT, page 6

See NIGHT OUT, page 12
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Holyoke issues 
sale notices for 
tax foreclosed 
property

HOLYOKE— The City of Holyoke is seeking pro-
posals for the purchase of the properties listed below:

736 Dwight Street and adjacent lot: It is the City’s 
desire to obtain proposals for a mixed-use development 
which includes new housing and first floor commer-
cial space. Situated in a growing downtown corridor, 
this property is conveniently located near the Holyoke 
Transportation Center and the downtown commercial 
district and offers an excellent investment opportunity.

118 Newton Street and two adjacent lots: Proposals 
are being sought for a development that will improve 
the area for residential, commercial, or other uses that 
complement the City’s efforts to revitalize the area. 

277 & 285 Main Street: Located on the accessible 
Main Street corridor these would be great additions for 
abutting properties for expansions or to add amenities 
such as an outdoor space for tenants.

“It’s important for us to get these parcels back into 
responsible hands and on our tax roll, preferably to 
owners that are committed to the economic develop-
ment and housing objectives of the City of Holyoke,” 
said Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia. “I look forward 
to seeing this process through with our team and part-
nering with those who offer the most advantageous 
proposals.”

The City will select the most advantageous propos-
al from a responsive and responsible offer considering 
the criteria outlined in the respective request proposals  
and sale notices, the price, and the overall development 
plan that in its best judgment is in the best interest of 
the city.

The City of Holyoke is committed to fostering eco-
nomic growth and community development and aims to 
attract forward-thinking investors and developers who 
share the vision of creating vibrant, sustainable, and 
inclusive spaces that benefit residents and visitors alike.

The RFP and the Sale Notices, each containing 
instructions and more detailed information, are available 
from the Holyoke Purchasing Department and may be 
obtained by calling (413) 322-5650 between the hours 
of 9 a.m. To 4 p.m., Monday through Friday or by email 
request to morrowj@holyoke.org.

For more information, go to https://www.holyoke.
org/purchasing-current-public-bid-surplus-sales/

Additional property information can be accessed 
by entering the address or map, block and parcel ID 
at:https://holyokema.mapgeo.io.

Any questions, please contact the Purchasing 
Department at (413) 322-5650.

H O LY O K E  -  H o l y o k e 
Community College culinary arts 
professor Warren Leigh has been 
named “Educator of the Year” by 
the Center for the Advancement of 
Food Service Education, a national 
industry group.

Leigh, a professional chef and 
restaurateur who has been teach-
ing at HCC for 15 years, received 
his award June 21 at the 2023 
CAFÉ Leadership Conference in 
Charleston, South Carolina.

“It’s pretty cool,” said Leigh, 
who lives in Springfield. “It’s nice 
to be recognized. It’s humbling.”

Leigh also received honor-
able mention for CAFE’s annual 
“Community Outreach” award. He 
was nominated for both by Chef 
Paul Sorgule, a retired culinary 
educator and president of Harvest 
America Ventures, a restaurant 
consulting and training company.

“Even at a young age, he had a 
strong inclination towards serving 
others, and the kitchen drew him 
in,” said Sorgule. “His professional 

work and personal life experiences 
became the stories that brought his 
classrooms to life, but it is also his 
unwavering commitment to profes-
sional standards, his passion for the 
craft, and his unique empathy for 
students trying to figure out where 
they fit that makes him very special 
as an educator.”

In receiving the Educator of 
the Year award, Leigh, co-chair of 
HCC’s Culinary Arts program, was 
recognized for his part in design-
ing the HCC MGM Culinary Arts 
Institute, the college’s state-of-the-
art teaching facility on Race Street 
that opened in 2018; re-imagin-
ing the culinary arts curriculum; 
creating a line cook training pro-
gram in collaboration with HCC’s 
non-credit business and workforce 
division; and pushing forward on 
his concept for a mobile kitchen 
where students could learn food 
truck operations while also teach-
ing the community about nutrition 
and healthy eating.

Leigh holds a bachelor of sci-

ence in food service administra-
tion from the Rochester Institute 
of Technology and a master’s 
degree in management from the 
University of Phoenix. He trained 
extensively as a chef in Germany 
and Switzerland.

He is the owner, operator 
and executive chef for Hydrangea 
Catering & Consult ing,  and 
has worked over the years in 
many capacities at restaurants 
in Connecticut  and Western 
Massachusetts, including The 
Standish House in Wethersfield, 
Madeleines in Windsor, and The 
Eatery in East Windsor, among oth-
ers.

“As a product of his work 
myself, I can attest to his superb 
teaching and knowledge,” said 
HCC alum Matthew Enos ‘19, now 
an executive sous chef at Johnny’s 
Bar and Grille in South Hadley. 
“Chef Leigh has given me a great 
steppingstone to launch a career in 
culinary.”

HCC culinary arts professor 
named Educator of the Year

Tag sale in September
HOLYOKE—Our Lady of the Cross Church, 

1140 Dwight St., will be holding their fall Tag Sale on 
Saturday, Sept. 9 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Sunday, 

Sept. 10 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. It will be held in the 
parish hall rain or shine. 
For more information, 
please call 413-532-5661. 

S P R I N G F I E L D —  D a k i n 
Humane Society has participated in 
rescue efforts involving two sepa-
rate hoarding cases in the past week 
and has taken over 40 cats and kit-
tens into its care. The felines are 
being medically and, in some cases, 
behaviorally evaluated, with several 
newborn kittens and mothers being 
placed in foster homes. Many are 
available for adoption, with more 
becoming available in the days and 
weeks ahead.

On Tuesday, Aug. 1, the orga-
nization traveled to a one-bedroom 
apartment in Berkshire County that 
contained more than 80 cats and 
brought several felines back to pro-
vide care and place for adoption.

The following Saturday, Aug. 5, 
Dakin assisted a Hampden County 
animal control team with the intake 
of over 30 cats and kittens, several 
of them Siamese and Ragdoll breeds, 
and returned with 21 cats to treat and 
make available for adoption at Dakin.

According to Dakin’s Executive 
Director Meg Talbert, “It’s very 
unusual that Dakin responded to 
two hoarding cases just days apart, 
but it’s a vital part of our mission 
to answer the needs of our com-
munity. Cats that come from these 
circumstances tend to be very shy 
and are typically not confident or 
social around people for what may 

be just an initial period, or for their 
entire lives. They’re perfectly happy 
to have a home with a cat compan-
ion or two. They’re very special ani-
mals, and we’re hoping that people 
will open their hearts and homes to 
them.”

Talbert noted that cats and kit-
tens will be spayed or neutered prior 
to being made available for adoption.

Due to the large number of cats 
taken in between the two rescues, 
Dakin has created an online form 

to collect contact information and 
other data from prospective adopt-
ers of these felines. All Dakin pets 
available for adoption, including the 
cats and kittens recently rescued and 
ready to be rehomed, can be seen 
here. Several of the recently rescued 
cats have reduced adoption fees.

Dakin Humane Society, locat-
ed in Springfield, delivers effective, 
innovative services that improve 
the lives of animals in need and the 
people who care about them. In a 

typical year, the organization 
shelters, treats and fosters 
more than 20,000 animals 
and has performed over 
100,000 spay/neuter surger-
ies since 2009, making it 
New England’s largest spay/
neuter provider. Dakin’s Pet 
Health Center, a non-emer-
gency veterinary resource 
for pet dogs and cats, opened 
in 2022 and has treated more 
than 2,500 pets. Dakin is a 
local non-profit organization 
that relies solely on contri-
butions from individuals and 
businesses that care about 
animals to bring its services 
to the community. For more 
information, visit www.dak-
inhumane.org.

Submitted Photo
Dakin staff member evaluates one of the cats rescued from Berkshire County. 
Photo courtesy Dakin Humane Society
 

Dakin Humaine Society rescues 40 cats 
and kittens from hoarding cases
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In Loving Memory of

PATRICIA L. LAMOTHE
August 21, 1948 - June 5, 2020

You are always in our hearts 
and forever etched into our souls.

Happy Heavenly 75th Birthday!
Love, your entire family and friends!
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Real Estate AUCTION

Lot B off Morgan St., Holyoke, MA
Zoned R-1 in the Highlands Neighborhood
 Thursday, August 24 at 11am On-site

Morgan StMorgan St

Fairfield AveFairfield Ave

.37± Ac. Cleared Residential Lot

HOLYOKE— The St. Patrick’s 
committee of Holyoke announced 
that its 71st Grand Marshal is Mary 
M. Lynch, Holyoke-native and 
34-year member of the St. Patrick’s 
committee of Holyoke. The Grand 
Marshal is the highest local honor 
given to a person who has distin-
guished themselves as a loyal per-
son to their career, their family, and 
to their Irish ancestry.

Lynch has been married to John 
“Art” Lynch for 49 years, and they 
are the proud parents of Mary Ellen 
and her husband Nicholas Pappas of 
Newport, RI, and Maureen and her 
husband James Tisdell of Holyoke. 
Lynch’s most cherished role is that 
of Nana to Emma, Jack, Patrick and 
Liam Tisdell. Lynch and her 10 sib-
lings grew up on Linden Street in 
Holyoke to the late Raymond and 
Mary Feyre. She owes her love and 
appreciation of her Irish heritage to 
her Mother and is blessed to have 
traveled to Ireland numerous times 
with her mother, siblings, children 
and nieces.

Lynch is a graduate of Holyoke 
Catholic High School, Holyoke 
Community College and Westfield 
State College where she earned 
her B.S. and M.Ed. degrees in 
Education. Lynch retired in 2017 
as the long-time Professor of Early 
Childhood Education at Holyoke 
Community College. Mary also 
served on several Boards including 
the Greater Holyoke YMCA and 
the Irish Cultural Center of Western 
New England. She was honored in 
2010 with the “Oldershaw Award” 
from the Greater Holyoke YMCA 
which is the highest honor given to 
an individual who has made signif-
icant volunteer contributions to the 
greater Holyoke community.

Lynch was honored with the 
Rohan Award in 1996 and was a 
member of the Grand Colleen Court 
in 1970.

Lynch and her twin brother, 
Ray Feyre, also have the distinc-
tion of being the only set of twins 
to serve as Grand Marshal of the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s parade. Ray 

led the Parade in 2015.
“Mary Lynch is most deserving 

of this esteemed honor” said Hayley 
Dunn, parade president. “Not only 
has she served on nearly every sub-
committee, but she has held several 
leadership roles and is instrumental 
in the overall success of the parade. 
Her calm and friendly demeanor has 
welcomed many new members and 
all look to her guidance each parade 
weekend. Mary’s love of heritage, 
family, education and community 
makes her the perfect choice for 
Grand Marshal. I am thrilled to 
have Mary Feyre Lynch lead the 
71st Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
on March 17, 2024.”

Mary M. Lynch will be hon-
ored at the Grand Marshal’s 
Reception on Friday, January 12th, 
2024 at the Log Cabin in Holyoke. 
For more details or to purchase tick-
ets to the reception, please contact 
Jane Chevalier (tjcheval@comcast.
net) or Barb Rogers (twinsmom-
my@aol.com).

St. Patrick’s committee names 
Mary Lynch 2024 Grand Marshal

Dean’s list at University of 
Maryland Global Campus

ADELPHI, MD — Edelgrabiel Quinones 
of Holyoke was named to the dean’s list for 
the spring semester at University of Maryland 
Global Campus. 

Campus 
N o t e s

HOLYOKE— OneHolyoke 
CDC will hold its third annual 
“ONE Holyoke Thrives” commu-
nity 5K walk and roll on Saturday, 
Aug. 26, from 10 a.m. To noon. 
The event will bring the Holyoke 
community together to walk, or 
roll (wheelchair, bicycle, stroll-
er), along a 5K route, beginning at 
Lawler Insurance at 1 Main Street, 
and ending at the intersection of 
Race and Middle streets.

The 5K walk will celebrate 
Holyoke’s collective efforts to pro-
mote the well-being of the com-
munity and will feature activities 
for participants, including a story 
walk for children; a Holyoke his-
tory scavenger hunt; a “find this 
mural” game along the route; and 
a celebration with food trucks at 
the end of the route. There will also 
be giveaways for participants, and 
those who sign up will be entered 
to win an adult bike.

Registration is $10 for adults, 
and $15 per couple. Children 
(under 17 years) are free. The goal 
is for the community walk to be 
accessible to everyone, and those 
who are not able to pay the reg-
istration fee can enter the code 
DONAR (for individual regis-

tration) or DONAR2 (for couple 
registration) on the payment page 
of the website to receive free reg-
istration. To register, visit www.
oneholyoke.org/community5K/ and 
registration is also available begin-
ning at 8:30 a.m. the day of the 
walk.

Proceeds from the 5K benefit 
OneHolyoke CDC, which supports 
the Holyoke community. Over the 
past two years, OneHolyoke has 
been dedicated to providing edu-
cational resources, food, personal 
protective equipment, and vaccine 
clinics in Holyoke. OneHolyoke 
CDC’s strategic plan for commu-
nity engagement has five areas: 
civic engagement, health, educa-
tion, public safety, and maintaining 
the Flats Community Building as a 
center for community activities.

In previous years, proceeds 
from registration supported “Equity 
Pods,” a collaboration between 
OneHolyoke and Homework 
House that provided safe spaces 
with academic support for children 
during the period of remote learn-
ing.

OneHolyoke CDC is seeking 
community sponsors to support this 
event, which aims to provide a safe 

space for the residents of Holyoke 
to build new relationships with 
fellow neighbors, strengthen those 
that already exist and empower the 
Holyoke community. Walk spon-
sors will also be recognized as a 
sponsor at OneHolyoke’s 8th annu-
al Holyoke Community Dinner on 
Dec. 9.

Sponsorship levels, which 
support both the Community Walk 
and Winter Community Dinner, are 
as follows: Platinum Sponsorship 
$1,200+; Gold Sponsorship $600; 
Silver Sponsorship $400; Bronze 
Sponsorship, under $200. To 
become a sponsor, contact Nayroby 
Rosa at (413) 409-2004 or nayroby.
rosa-soriano@oneholyoke.org. 

To date, sponsors include 
Lawler Insurance; PeoplesBank; 
Holyoke Gas & Electric; Families 
First; Valley Opportunity Council; 
Key Food Marketplace; Whitman 
Properties; We Care Health; 
Clayton Insurance; and Tessa for 
Holyoke. Community partners 
for the ONE Holyoke Thrives 
5K include Homework House; 
The Club at the Flats Community 
Building; Boston Bud Factory; 
Valley Green; and Green Thumb 
Industries.

OneHolyoke Thrives community 5K Aug. 26

Hibernians to hold
summer picnic Aug. 27

HOLYOKE--The Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties invite the public to attend a 
Traditional Summer Picnic featuring Jim O’Connor and 
the Boston Blackthorn Band at Hamel’s Summit View 
Pavilion ,555 Northampton St., on Sunday Aug. 27, 
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. rain or shine.

Tickets are $30 per person for adults and children 
ages 16 and up; children ages 5- 15 tickets are $11. For 
reservations call John Gaughan @860-904-3056 0r Fran 
Hennessey @ 413-785-5687 by Sunday Aug. 20. 

The Hibernians will celebrate Holyoke’s 150 anni-
versary of incorporation as a City and also present the 
Maurice A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship to Gavin 
Sullivan, Patrick Sweeney, and Caroline Taylor.

There will be Irish and American Music; Dancing; 
Hot Dogs; Hamburgers; BBQ Chicken; Baked Beans; 
Potato Salad; Tossed Salad; Dessert; Coffee; Cash Bar; 
Children’s Games, and Raffles.

The Event will benefit the Maurice A. Donahue 
Memorial Scholarship.

HCC to hold 
Registration Express 
for fall semester 

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community College will 
hold Registration Express for the fall 2023 semester 
on Sat., Aug. 19 and Monday through Friday, Aug. 
21-25 in the HCC Campus Center.

During Registration Express, prospective students 
can apply for admission, take the college placement 
test, meet with an academic adviser, register for class-
es, and set up financial aid, all in one day.

“Enrolling in college can feel overwhelming,” 
said Mark Hudgik, HCC director of Admissions. 
“Registration Express puts all of the resources new 
students need in one place.”

HCC’s Aug. 19 Registration Express event will 
be held from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Campus Center 
on the main campus at 303 Homestead Ave. Students 
who can’t attend on Saturday or need additional time 
to finish their steps can also return when Registration 
Express continues Aug. 21-24 from 8:30 a.m. to 6 
p.m., and Aug. 25 from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Full-term, 14-week fall classes begin Tuesday, 
Sept. 5. HCC has two additional fall flex start dates: 
Sept. 25, for 12-week classes, and Oct. 30, for 7-week 
classes.

Those who can’t make it in person during 
Registration Express week will be able to connect 
with registration advisers via Zoom or visit campus 
another day. Outside Registration Express, the HCC 
Admissions and Advising offices on the first floor of 
the Campus Center are open Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. until 5 p.m., 4:30 p.m. on Fridays.

For more information and instructions about 
accessing Registration Express via Zoom, please visit 
our Registration Express pages on the HCC website 
at hcc.edu/regexpress or contact HCC Admissions at 
413-552-2321, admissions@hcc.edu.
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OF NOTE

Guest Column

Guest Column

Why is Social 
Security withholding 
my monthly payments?
Dear Rusty: 

I have been working since I started 
collecting Social Security when I turned 
62. Last year I was apparently overpaid 
because of my job. I made $37,000 and now 
the Social Security Administration says I 
owe them $8,800 dollars because I made 
too much and they have withheld my $2000 
monthly SS payment. 

I am close to the maximum allowable 
again already this year. So, I am looking at 
quitting my job so I don’t go over, but they 
are holding my payments so then I would 
have no money. Any help would be appreci-
ated. 

Signed: Frustrated by Social Security 

Dear Frustrated: 
You are being affected by Social 

Security’s “earnings test,” which applies 
to everyone who collects early Social 
Security and also works before reaching 
their Full Retirement Age. If your earned 
income exceeds the annual limit, which was 
$19,560 for 2022, Social Security will with-
hold $1 in benefits for every $2 you are over 
the limit. 

If you earned $37,000 in 2022 you were 
more than $17,000 over the limit and owe 
half of that back to Social Security. They 
usually recover what you owe by with-
holding your future benefit payments, so 
they won’t pay you benefits until they have 
recovered that $8,800, after which your ben-
efits will resume, but only for a while.

If you are working full time and also 
collecting early Social Security benefits, the 
earnings test lasts until you reach your full 
retirement age, which for you is 66 years 
and 8 months. The earnings limit goes up 
a bit each year for 2023 it is $21,240, but 
if you continue to work full time, you’ll 
receive another overpayment notice and 
have more benefits withheld. 

A better approach might be to contact 
Social Security in advance and tell them 
what your 2023 earnings are expected to 
be, thus permitting them to suspend your 
benefits in advance and avoid overpaying 
you. I’m afraid there is no way around this – 
collecting early benefits while working full 
time means the “earnings test” will affect 
your benefit payments. 

The “good news” in all of this is that 
when you reach your Full Retirement Age, 
you will get time-credit for all months your 
benefits were withheld. By that I mean they 
will, at your FRA, recalculate your benefit 
entitlement as though you had claimed later 
(later by the number of months you had 
benefits withheld), which will result in a 
higher monthly payment after your FRA. 

In that way, you may eventually recov-
er some or all of the benefits withheld by 
receiving a higher monthly amount for the 
rest of your life, starting at your full retire-
ment age. 

I suggest you contact Social Security at 
1-800-772-1213 or at your local office and 
tell them you want to provide them with 
an estimate of your 2023 earnings because 
you are working and collecting early Social 
Security benefits. 

They will work with you to suspend 
your benefits for an appropriate number of 
(additional) months to avoid another over-
payment situation. Note, you’ll likely need 
to do this each year you continue to work 
full time, until the year you reach your full 
retirement age when the earnings limit more 
than doubles. The earnings limit goes away 
when you reach your full retirement age. 

Soil test this fall and beat the rush
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“If you change 
the way you 

look at things, 
the things you 

look at change.”
- Wayne Dyer

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

A dear friend of mine sent me a pic-
ture of her pepper; her one pepper. 
Granted, the fruit was picked a wee-

bit prematurely by her 3-year-old grand-
daughter Genevieve, but still, one single fruit 
measuring 2 inches by 2 inches for all of her 
many pepper plants is nothing to brag about.   

If I’m not mistaken, she used the word 
“pathetic” to describe said plants. Along 
with “stunted” and “pale.” 

Alas, what is a friend to do, but recom-
mend a soil test.  

I finally got the soil in two of my gar-
dens tested last fall and I am so very happy 
that I did. With the necessary amendments 
added to bring up sub-par soil, I am enjoying 
bush beans and happy flowers in those areas.

Many of us garden for years before we 
have our soil tested. It is likely that we get 
fixed on our own routine of liming and fer-
tilizing. 

Perhaps too, we live with the same 
insect and disease problems each season and 
think that little can be done to remedy our 
situation. Maybe with a better understanding 
of our soil through testing, we will be able 
to create and maintain a fertile soil that sup-
ports healthy, optimal plant growth.  

Rather than waiting until spring, beat 
the rush and send your sample off this fall. 
Here is a refresher on the nuts and bolts of 
soil testing. 

We test the soil for many reasons. 
Perhaps the most important reason is to learn 
its pH. 

Here in New England soil tends to be 
on the acidic side. Vital soil nutrients are 
unavailable to plants in an overly acid soil, 
even if they are in great supply.  

Optimum pH for most plants is close to 
neutral, in the range of 6.2-6.8.  Before you 
head for the garage to dust off the spread-
er, be forewarned that all limes are not the 
same! 

Test results will indicate whether cal-
citic lime, hi mag lime, or dolomitic lime is 
best for your soil, and at what rates. 

The test will also give you recommen-
dations for boosting necessary soil nutrients, 
the most common of which are phosphorous, 
and potassium, magnesium, calcium and 
more.  Let the soil testing laboratory know 
what crops you grow and what kind of gar-
dener you are, that way their advice can be 
specific to your needs.  

Organic gardeners will want to use nat-
ural fertilizer sources such as blood meal, 
bone meal, bone char, wood ash, rock phos-
phate and greensand among others to feed 
the soil.  

The standard soil test will also give you 
the levels of lead in your soil. As we all 
know, lead poisoning is a particular concern 
to children under the age of 6.  

Produce grown in soils high in lead can 
accumulate enough lead in their tissue to 
be hazardous when eaten. The most likely 
cause of soil contamination is from particles 
of lead based paint that have been removed 
from nearby structures.   

To reduce the risk of contamination, 
locate gardens away from old painted struc-
tures and keep pH and organic matter con-
tents at optimal ranges. 

For just a few dollars more, the per-
centage of organic matter in the soil can be 
determined. Organic matter is very important 
because it encourages a healthy population 
of soil microbes that solubilize stored nutri-
ents, making them more available for plant 
uptake.  

As organic material decomposes, 
humus results. Humus binds sandy soils and 
improves their water holding capacity; alter-
nately, it aerates heavy clay soils and pro-
motes better drainage.  

If the percentage of organic matter in 
your garden comes in low, add compost, 
aged animal manure, or cover crops to bring 
levels up.  Established shrub or perennial 
borders benefit from an application of bark 
mulch for the same reason.

It is very easy to gather soil for testing.  
First, remove a 6-8-inch core of soil 

from your garden with a stainless steel trow-
el.  Remove surface debris and air dry.  

If your garden is large, mix about a 
dozen cores together to end up with about a 
cup of soil for testing.  The different micro-
climates of your landscape should be tested 
separately.  

Official directions and an order form 
are available at http.//soiltest.umass.edu. The 
standard soil test is $20, add an additional 

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

See SECURITY, page 5 See GARDEN, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Civil rights 

organization
5. Calendar month (abbr.)
8. Monetary unit of 

Burma
11. Twyla __, US dancer
13. Everything included
14. “Antman” actor Rudd
15. Italian city
16. Nowhere to be found
17. Mild yellow Dutch 

cheese made in balls
18. Turkish officer
20. Perform on stage
21. Ribosomal 

ribonucleic acid
22. Canadian coastal 

provinces
25. Furnishes anew
30. Edible mollusk
31. No seats available
32. Garden figurine
33. Two-legged support
38. Rest here please 

(abbr.)
41. In a silly way

43. One from the Golden 
State

45. Photographers
48. Native religionn in 

parts of China
49. Dickens character
50. Brodway actress 

Daisy
55. Ancient Greek sophist
56. Undivided
57. Daniel __, French 

composer
59. Nocturnal S. 

American rodent
60. Rusty
61. Jewish spiritual 

leader
62. Patti Hearst’s captors
63. Popular global 

holiday (abbr.)
64. Tall, slender plant

CLUES DOWN
1. Defunct US energy 

company
2. Fellow
3. It’s issued from 

volcanoes
4. Type of acid
5. Winged nut
6. Arouses
7. Things are served 

on it
8. San Diego ballplayer
9. Currency and a 

Chinese dynasty
10. __ mater, one’s 

school
12. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
14. Hairstyle
19. Supreme ancient 

Egyptian god
23. They __
24. Connecting line on 

a map
25. Mock
26. One point north of 

due east
27. Chinese 

philosophical 
principle

28. Type of tree
29. Persuade to do 

something
34. A place for travelers 

to rest
35. National Gallery of 

Art designer
36. Panamaniaan 

province
37. Field force unit 

(abbr.)
39. Whalers’ tool
40. Simply
41. Nigerian City
42. Not one
44. Obstruct
45. Political plot
46. Manila hemp plant
47. Dough made from 

corn flour
48. Fishes by letting the 

bob fly
51. Swiss river
52. Plant that makes 

gum
53. A French abbot
54. One point east of 

northeast
58. Get free of

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

Josh’s golden scam: The nickel that caused a dollar’s worth of scandal

By J. Mark Powell
jmarkpowell.com

Like so many things in life, it 
seemed like a good idea at the 
time, and it would have been, too, 

if one man’s swindle hadn’t ruined every-
thing. 

When all was said and done, a con-
man got off scot-free, Washington had 
egg on its face, and a new phrase entered 
the American vocabulary that’s still used 
today.

This is the story of Josh’s golden 
scam.

Back in 1866, the government began 
minting the first five-cent piece. It had 
the United States shield – our country’s 
coat of arms if you will – on the front and 
“5 Cents” surrounded by 13 stars on the 
back. 

The public liked the new coin and 
immediately began referring to it by the 
metal used to produce it: the nickel. (Its 

predecessor had been silver and called 
the “half dime.”)

But it proved difficult to strike, caus-
ing countless headaches for the United 
States Mint. So a new design was pro-
duced. 

Released on February 1, 1883, it fea-
tured Lady Liberty on the front with a 
giant V (the Roman numeral for five) 
in the center of the reverse. Americans 
enthusiastically embraced the new coin.

There was just one problem. It was 
a big one, too…and a man in Boston 
named Josh Tatum quickly spotted it. 

No denomination appeared on the 
coin. There was just that great big V. 

It could mean 5 cents or 5 dollars. 
Which caused a lightbulb to switch on in 
Josh’s head.

The new nickel was about the same 
size as a $5 gold piece. Both bore the 
likeness of Liberty on the front and, 
while not identical, to the untrained eye 
they looked similar to one another.

So, Josh took several of the new 
nickels to a jeweler and had them electro-
plated with gold. Then he went to a store. 

Walking up the counter, he pretended 
to be deaf mute and pointed to a cigar. 
The clerk said, “Five cents, please.” 

Josh handed over  his  phony 
gold-plated coin and was promptly given 
$4.95 in real money in change. When 
he pulled the scam at different stores, it 

worked perfectly every time.
Apparently, Josh liked to think big. 

He had 1,000 nickels covered with a thin 
layer of cheap gold and worked his way 
to New York City. 

Never speaking, only pointing, and 
always walking away the richer for the 
exchange. He supposedly made $15,000 
(about $375,000 today) by the time he 
was arrested.

Josh was eventually hauled into 
court and tried for his hoax. But prosecu-
tors had a serious problem. 

At no time did Josh ever claim the 
coin was a $5 gold piece. In fact, he 
never said anything at all.

He simply handed it over and trust-
ing clerks accepted it was as genuine. 
Because he never claimed it was actually 
gold, the jury found Josh had committed 
no crime. He was acquitted.

While all this was happening, 
Washington was dealing with similar 
headaches caused by the new nickel. 
Other con artists had spotted the design 
oversight and were also taking advantage 
of it. 

The head of the Secret Service had 
noted the potential for criminal mischief 
at the outset and warned the government. 
Then as now, bureaucrats are loath to 
admit a mistake. 

The Philadelphia Mint’s direc-
tor loudly defended the new nickel. He 

pointed out a three-cent coin had been 
minted for 22 years with just the Roman 
numeral III on the back and no denomi-
nation, and there hadn’t been any prob-
lems. 

Although he didn’t mention that coin 
was smaller than a dime and the $3 gold 
piece was larger than a quarter, making it 
impossible to confuse the two.

By now the scam was being reported 
as far away as St. Louis, Morgan City, 
Louisiana, and San Francisco. The gov-
ernment had no choice but to act. 

On March 11 new nickels began 
coming out of the Mint with the word 
“cents” added directly below the V. It 
remained there until the Buffalo Nickel 
replacement debuted in 1913.

Today, the gold-plated frauds are 
called Racketeering Nickels and are cher-
ished by collectors.

Two lessons from this story. First, 
the phrase “I’m joshing you” was popu-
larized by the incident. 

Though it appears to have shown 
up in print as early as 1845, its usage 
exploded after 1883.

And, the Mint learned its lesson. 
That was the last time it ever produced 
a coin that didn’t bear the denomination.

I’m not joshing you.
Holy Cow! History is written by nov-

elist, former TV journalist and diehard 
history buff J. Mark Powell. 

 Opinion ◗

Turley Publications is looking for  a “hands 
on” energetic candidate who loves telling stories 
to be the editor for two weekly publications. This 
position will include managing and coaching a 
small news staff that will provide the community 
with a great local newspaper.

The editor will need to cover local government 
and events while representing the newspaper at 
public venues.

The successful candidate will have strong com-
munity journalism skills and is also expected to 
gather news and write stories for the two papers 
as well as for other occasional companywide 
publications.

This is a job for a self-starter who has a vision 
for growing and connecting with our valued 
readers, and who thoroughly enjoys community 
journalism. 

This full-time position with flexible schedule is 
based in our Palmer office at 24 Water St., this is 
not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:
• Bachelor’s degree or equivalent experience
• Willingness to mentor a staff writer and 
    correspondents
• Editing experience and ability to write 
   clean copy in a fast-paced, deadline-driven 
   environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style
• Management experience and/or experience 
   managing content for a print publication.

Please send resume and writing examples to:
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

EDITOR WANTED
Community Newspaper

Nobody dreams
of having

multiple sclerosis
Some dreams are universal: 
hitting a ball over the Green 
Monster; winning the World 
Series with a grand slam in 
the bottom of the ninth inning. 
Finding out you have have MS 
is not one of them.

M u l t i p l e  s c l e r o s i s  i s  a 
devastating disease of the 
c e n t r a l  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m 
where the body’s immune 
system attacks the insulation 
surrounding the nerves. It 
strikes adults in the prime of 
life - and changes lives forever.

To  he lp  make  the  d ream 
of  end ing  MS come t rue, 
call 1-800-FIGHT MS or visit us 
online at nationalmsscociety.org.

The Association Mature Citizens 
Foundation and its staff are not 
affiliated with or endorsed by the 
Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. This 
article is intended for informa-
tion purposes and does not repre-
sent legal or financial guidance. It 

presents the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association Mature 
Citizens Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the National Social 
Security Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoundation.org/
programs/social-security-advisory or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org.

Russe l l  Gloor  i s  a  Soc ia l 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

SECURITY, from page 4

$6 for the standard test including organic 
matter.  

Test results could initiate some 
revisions to our fertilization and liming 
routine this fall, preparing the way for 
a healthier, more productive garden 
next spring and summer, and maybe 
even a few more peppers for Genevieve 

to enjoy!
Roberta McQuaid graduated from 

the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.  

GARDEN, from page 4
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◗  In The News

lives defending the nation and a 
prayer by State Police Chaplain 
Rev. Dr. Johnny Wilson, the 88th 
RTT demonstrated Troop drill 
under the command of Senior 
Drill Instructor Trooper Alicia 
Amaral. 

“Since 1921, your uniformed 
State Troopers have been subject 
to demands of strict discipline that 
only paramilitary training can pro-
vide,” Goonan said. “Troop drill 
helps develop the core qualities 
of pride, professionalism, respect, 
attention to detail and esprit de 
corps. Troop drill inspires the 
common spirit  necessary to 
become a Massachusetts State 
Trooper.” 

C a p t a i n  J o n  P r o v o s t , 
Commandant of the State Police 
Academy, thanked all for attend-
ing the ceremony in Springfield, 
which he described as a “resilient 
city of firsts.”

“Today, they add another first 
to that list, as they for the first 
time, host the Massachusetts State 
Police in our graduation ceremo-
ny,” Provost said. “Our friends in 
Springfield selflessly rolled out 
the red carpet in support of our 
88th Recruit Training Troop and 
your Massachusetts State Police.”

Provost said the 88th RTT is 
full of strong men and women 
who, “selflessly and humbly 
persevered to reach this proud 
moment.”

He addressed the family and 
friends of the Recruits in the audi-
ence, thanking them for their sac-
rifices as their loved ones dedi-
cated themselves to the training 
program.

“At orientation, a true lifetime 
ago, we promised you we’d even-
tually give them back,” he said. 
“Today, we make good on that 
promise.”

Provost spoke about the train-
ing the Recruits received since 
they started at the State Police 
Academy on Feb. 27 in a class that 
started with 249 eager members. 
The only “easy day” at the State 
Police Academy, he said, was a 
day that had already gone by. 

He addressed the Recruits, 
“88th RTT, together we embarked 
on an incredibly challenging and 
humbling journey. Together, we 
have persevered. It has been one 
of the great honors of my career to 
share in this accomplishment with 
all of you. We are the 88th RTT.”

Provost welcomed the new 
Troopers to the State Police fami-
ly, saying it opened up a “world of 
opportunity” to do justice, to show 
kindness, to walk humbly, to self-
lessly serve their communities and 
to persevere. 

“Persevere 88th…be safe, and 
congratulations,” Provost said.  

T h e  n e w l y  g r a d u a t e d 
Troopers received a shield-shaped 
badge, which was pinned on their 
uniforms. 

“It represents allegiance to 
justice, service, sacrifice, and an 
honor to all those who wear it,” 
Goonan said. The badge is consid-
ered the most recognizable symbol 
of policing around the world, he 
said.

“The badge is not a gift; it’s 
not awarded lightly…it must be 
earned,” he said, which the 88th 
RTT has done. 

Following the pinning, the 
88th RTT received its final inspec-
tion by Governor Maura Healey 
before being officially sworn in. 
Healey administrated the Oath 
of Office to the 88th RTT, having 
them swear allegiance to the com-
monwealth and its constitution. 

“It is an honor and a privi-
lege to be with you here today, for 
what is a most joyful and mean-
ingful occasion,” she said. This 
was Healey’s first graduation cere-
mony in her role as Governor. 

“Public safety remains the 
most important function of gov-
ernment,” she said. “We can’t do 
anything without a safe and secure 
commonwealth.” 

Public safety takes investment 
and collaboration, she said, as well 
as community engagement, focus, 
commitment and dedication at 
“every level.”

“Ultimately, it rests on the 
ability, the character, the courage 
and the professionalism of our law 
enforcement officers…the men 
and women on the front lines. In 
other words, it depends on all of 
you,” Healey said. “Your train-
ing…has prepared you so well.”

State Rep. Carlos Gonzalez 
(D-Springfield), Chair of the 
Committee of Public Safety and 
Homeland Security, addressed the 
new Troopers.

“You have chosen a noble 
path, to serve the residents of 
Massachusetts,” he said. “Policing 
is a profession that demands cour-
age, compassion, and unwavering 
dedication.” 

Gonzalez urged Troopers to 
remember the importance of com-
munity.

“Policing is not merely a job; 
it is a calling to serve and protect 
the people who rely on you for 
safety and security,” he said. 

State Police Superintendent 
Col. John E. Mawn Jr. said this 
was an important day for the 
department. 

“We welcome to our ranks, 
and to our mission, a large group 
of highly skilled, deeply moti-
vated and expertly trained new 
members. I stand here today…
and look out over the future of 
the Massachusetts State Police,” 
Mawn said.

Mawn said it took many to 
make this day possible, includ-
ing State Police Academy staff, 
drill staff, civilian work force, leg-
islators and many more. He also 
thanked former Governor Charlie 
Baker, who attended the gradua-
tion ceremony.

“ Yo u  a r e  a m o n g  t h e 
bes t  t ra ined  recru i t  c lass-
es in the nation,” Mawn said. 
“Congratulations 88th Recruit 
Training Troop; you earned it.”

“Earned” Mawn said, is an 
important distinction the Troopers 
should remember. 

“Your achievement was not 
given to you; you had to earn it…
you’ll have to continue to earn 
your way forward,” he said. 

Several members of the 88th 
RTT, hail from communities 
covered by Turley Publications’ 
newspapers, including Charles 
P. Oberg of Barre, Jonah C. 
Vaclavicek of Granby, Stephen 
M. Houle of Ware, Matthew R. 
Pingitore of Rutland, John M. 
Sarnacki of Chicopee, Jacob 
F. Crevier of Ware, Nicholas R. 
Brooks of Oakham, Brandon 
M. Aviles of Rutland, Ryan E. 
Monteiro of Wilbraham, Matthew 
S. Pepin of Sturbridge, David Soto 
of Holyoke and Zuzu Y. Demetrius 
of Warren.

Representing the 88th RTT 
was Trooper Ryan L. Ruef of Lee, 
who said it was “truly an honor” 
to stand before everyone at the 
graduation ceremony.

“Our once dream has now 
become a reality,” Ruef said. “On 
behalf of the 88th to all friends and 
family who helped us get to this 
point in our journeys, a thank you 
is simply not enough.”

POLICE, from page 1

every ward seat with the exception of Ward 6, 
where it appears Juan Anderson-Burgos will 
not face a challenge.

There are at least two open at-large seats 
with Councilors Joseph McGiverin and Peter 
Tallman not seeking re-election. Two former 
at-large councilors, Michael Sullivan and 
Howard Greaney, are seeking to return to the 
council. There are nine candidates for the six 

at-large seats. If there were more than 12 can-
didates (two candidates per seat), than a pri-
mary would have been necessary to narrow the 
field to 12.

There will also a be a competition for the 
school committee’s at-large seat, with two can-
didates in the race, including incumbent Erin 
Brunelle. Ward 4 will feature two candidates as 
well for school committee with the incumbent 
Irene Feliciano-Sims not seeking re-election.

things to our clinical treatment and care for all 
patients,” Sasenaraine said. 

This facility comes at a key time for 
behavioral health. Even before the pandem-
ic, hospitals and psychiatrists were seeing an 
increase in the demand for mental health care. 
The pandemic only made an already bad situa-
tion worse. 

“I would argue quite literally that this is 
the challenge of our time; behavioral health,” 
State Senator John Velis remarked in his 
speech at the ribbon cutting ceremony. 

Keroack agreed, and promised that 
Baystate Health would continue to focus on 
behavioral health treatment in their work.

“We’re facing new and growing prob-
lems caused by the pandemic and the ongo-
ing opioid epidemic,” he said. “Because of 
this, Baystate Health is invested in embedding 
behavioral health providers, to partner with 
other providers in nearly all our out-patient 
practices. We’ve expanded our partial hospital 
offerings and now we’re partnering to greatly 
expand both the capacity and quality of our 

inpatient behavioral health care.”
This building increases the capacity for 

inpatient behavioral health care in the region 
by 50%, an impressive and much-needed 
increase. 

“We don’t have enough inpatient services 
for people, we’ve been having patients waiting 
for days, sometimes weeks in the emergency 
room, for beds,” Sarved said. “We don’t have 
enough beds in Western MA and this hospital 
is going to provide a solution by giving us the 
beds that we need.”

Prior to the opening of this hospital, there 
was limited availability for space dedicated 
to behavioral health in Western MA. Many of 
the emergency departments in the area housed 
the behavioral health patients who could not 
get beds in behavioral health hospitals. The 
patients who were able to get a bed in a behav-
ioral health hospital often had to leave western 
MA and therefore their families and support. 
This hospital changes that. 

“It will increase access for behavior-
al health patients because they don’t have to 
wait in the ED to get assessed, we’ll do the 
assessment and we’ll do the admissions here,” 
Sasenaraine said. 

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
The new Valley Springs Behavioral Health Hospital. 

The Leadership Team from Baystate Health and Lifepoint Health cuts the ribbon to Valley Springs 
Behavioral Health Hospital.

HEALTH, from page 1

BALLOT, from page 1

HOLYOKE—Saturday, Aug. 26, 
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church Grounds, 410 Main Street, will be 
having the second annual Greek festival 
from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

There will be Greek food, pastries and 
music. Event is rain or shine. Admission 
will be free. For more information, contact 
Sharon at 413-533-9880 or email holytrini-
tyofholyoke@gmail.com.

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church
hosting annual Greek festival
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Knights 
ready 
for fall 
season

HOLYOKE – Some mem-
bers of the Holyoke High School 
football team stayed in shape 
for the upcoming fall season by 
participating in the Minnechaug-
hosted 7v7 touch football league. 
The league held games on 
Tuesday nights on the Chaug turf. 
Holyoke football returns to action 
on Friday, which will include 
playing on new artificial turf.

West 
showcased 
in boys 
soccer

BOSTON – In last month’s 
Bay State Games, the Western 
part of the state featured a boys 
soccer team showcased. Here is 
a look at how they fared in some 
of their matchups held July 6-9: 
The West would win the gold 
medal in the showcase.

In the gold medal match, 
the West won 3-2.

The Gold medal match 
saw powerhouse West face off 
against Central in what would 
be an exhilarating and heat-
ed match. West opened the 
scoring within the first min-
ute of the match with a blast 
from  Cole Bamford  (Ludlow, 
Ludlow HS). West then went 
up 2-0 with help from a pen-
al ty  k ick,  exper t ly  taken 
by  Mateo Balbino  (Ludlow, 
Ludlow HS). Swiftly followed 
by another goal to give them a 
commanding 3-0 lead. Central 
was able to crawl back within 
one with a strike from  Jovuan 
M e n s a h   ( W o r c e s t e r , 
Burncoat HS) and  Kingston 
Mcgee  (Sutton, Sutton HS). 
West ended the showcase with 
a dominant 5-0 record. Central 
ended with a 3-1-1 record.

The West started out the 
showcase with a 5-2 win over 
the Metro team.

See SOCCER, page 8

Marty Phillips drops back during a play. Turley photos by David Henry

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW – While the 
Monson girls and the Ludlow 
boys soccer teams captured the 
Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer 
League A-Division titles for 
the third consecutive year, 
Westside Sports Shop also 
took home the women’s cham-
pionship trophy for the third 
year in a row.

T h e  s e c o n d - s e e d e d 
Westside Sports Shop outshot 
the sixth-seeded Celtic Grey 
for almost the entire match, but 
goalie Brianna Kubik, who’s 
from Agawam, managed to 

keep the contest scoreless until 
the penalty shootout. 

Westside goalie Emily 
Letendre made a couple of 
outstanding saves during the 
shootout and her team cele-
brated a 0-0 (3-1 PK’s) win at 
Lusitano Stadium in Ludlow 
on Aug. 5.     

“I never expected this 
game to be so close,” said 
Westside Sports Shop coach 
Chris Andre. “Their goalie was 
outstanding. She kept her team 
in the game during regulation 
and in overtime. Emily made 
a couple of saves in PK’s. We 
were finally able to score a 
couple of goals during the pen-

alty shootout.”
Westside Sports Shop 

(9-2), which is also known as 
Andres, joined the prestigious 
summer league in 2021, They 
posted a 4-0 shutout victo-
ry over fifth-seeded Here for 
Beer in last year’s champion-
ship match. They defeated the 
Lusitano Women, 2-1, in the 
2021 finals.  

For her outstanding per-
formance during the shootout, 
Letendre received the MVP 
Award following this year’s 
championship match. 

“It just feels amazing to 
win our third championship 
title in this summer league,” 

said Letendre, who’s from 
West Springfield. “We did 
beat Celtic during the regular 
season, but they wanted it as 
much as we did in tonight’s 
match.” 

Six of the Westside Sports 
Shop players played high 
school soccer for longtime 
head coach Nundi Goncalves 
at Minnechaug Regional. They 
are Emily Howard, Chapin 
Jeannotte, Rhianna Ryan, 
Madison Sanborn, Katie Shea, 
and Gabby Williams. 

Several of the other play-
ers are from Ludlow, South 

Westside Sports Shop takes summer soccer title

See TITLE, page 8
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Receiver Lexon Fontenez holds on to the ball after making a catch.

Olivia Crespo, of Ludlow, corrals the ball. Madison Sanborn chases down a loose ball. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Hadley, and Chicopee. 
“Most of the players on this team 

played on the same youth soccer teams,” 
Andre said. “Then they went their sep-
arate ways in high school and it’s very 
nice having them back together again. 
It has been a lot of fun coaching them 
and I’m already looking forward to next 
season.” 

It was a history making day for 
Celtic Grey (4-6-1). They have been a 
member of the summer league for the 
past twenty years, but it was their first 
appearance in the women’s finals.   

“We just wanted to keep this game 
close as long as we could,” said Celtic 
Grey coach Rob Galazka. “We played 
very well defensively in tonight’s game. 
We’re hoping to make it back here again 
next year.”

One of the key defenders for Celtic 
Grey is Jennifer Galindo, who’s from 
Chicopee. 

Galazka has also been the women’s 
soccer coach at Holyoke Community 
College for the past 19 years.

“I coached most of these players 
at HCC,” Galazka said. “It’s awesome 
coaching them again in this league. It’s a 
lot of fun.”   

Celtic Grey peaked at the right time 
of the season.

“We ended the regular season with a 
shutout,” Galazka said. “Then we played 
the top three seeds in the playoffs, and 
they were all shutouts. The players just 
stepped up.”

Celtic Grey posted a 1-0 shutout ver-
sus the third-seeded Heat in the quarterfi-
nals. They also posted a 1-0 win against 
the top-seeded W. Mass Extremes. 

The first shot of the shootout was 
taken by Westside’s Jocelyn Trajkovski, 
who’s from Ludlow. She fired a low shot 
into the right corner to give her team a 
1-0 lead. 

Then Letendre made a save on the 
Celtic Grey’s first shot.

After both teams hit the post in the 
second round, Jeannotte stepped up to 
the line and fired a shot into the left cor-
ner giving her team a 2-1 lead. 

Galindo managed to put her team on 
the scoreboard, which sliced the deficit 
in half. It wound up being the only shot 
made by the Celtic Grey.

Following a goal by Olivia Crespo 
(Ludlow), Letendre made a diving save 
giving the Westside Sports Shop another 
championship title. 

The Westside players will be looking 
to four-peat next summer.       

West got on board first with a sen-
sational strike from forward  Brayden 
Marta  (Ludlow, Suffield Academy). 
Followed by a hat trick of goals from 
Balbino. Down 4-0, Metro was able 

to get on the board with a tremendous 
effort from Oscar Martinez (Boston, East 
Boston HS) who scored both Metro goals 
to bring them within two. West then 
scored to make it 5-2 to capitalize on a 
dominant win in their first match. 

The West would go a perfect 6-0 in 
the showcase.

TITLE, from page 7

SOCCER, from page 7

WINCHESTER, N.H. – Brian 
Chapin guided his fabled “Studebaker” 
Modified to victory Saturday night at 
Monadnock Speedway and, on the same 
card, Milton Duran topped the points-rich 
Late Model 50-lap main event.

Bob Williams made it two in a row 
on the high banks in Mini Stock action, 
while Chelsea, VT’s Andrea St. Amour 
scored her first career Monadnock victo-
ry in the Pure Stocks. Young Gun Owen 
Zilinski made it a hat trick season with 
his third youth division feature win of the 
summer.

In support card action, Doug 
Meservey held off a storming Rob 
Richardi in the Pro 4 Modified feature, 
and Jason Pomfry romped to victory in a 
North East Mini Cup Series 15-lapper.

Chapin and last week’s winner Tyler 
Leary led the NHSTRA Modifieds to the 
green to get their 40-lap main underway, 
with Chapin jumping all over the lead. 
And while the popular Palmer, Mass. 
pilot would lead all the way; he’d never in 
all 40 laps had an inch of breathing room.

Both Nate Wenzel and JT Cloutier 
had All Star runs at Chapin’s back 
bumper but he ran a perfect line the entire 
distance to earn the win. Wenzel, a two-
time 2023 winner and the current points 
leader finished second, with Cloutier 
impressive in his second straight podium 
finish.

With a boatload of points and cash 
on the line, Saturday’s Late Model 

50-lapper drew an All Star cast. Teddy 
Bear Pools 2023 Triple Crown, NHSTRA 
Battle for The Belt, and Monadnock 
Speedway seasonal champ points were all 
up for grabs, with leaders Geoff Rollins, 
Milton Duran, and Tim Wenzel, respec-
tively, all in the house.

Wenzel set fast time atop the 23-car 
field, but Duran drew the pole. Rollins 
started sixth. Duran led the first 15 laps, 
then giving way to Chris Buffone on the 
third of what would become eight total 
restarts. Duran would then drift back to 
seventh. 

Rollins, aboard probably the fastest 
car in the field, took charge on lap 33. 
Wenzel was whacked out of the top three 
on the 41st go-round, with Rollins then 
railed from the lead just moments later, 
the second time he’d been taken out. And 
who was patiently waiting in the wings? 
Duran.

He took charge again on lap 41, 
bringing potent Matt Sonnhalter with 
him, and held strong to score his third 
consecutive Battle for The Belt series vic-
tory .Sonnhalter finished at his bumper 
in second, with strong and steady Billy 
Clement Jr. third on the night.

Andrew Brousseau came home 
fourth, with Rollins’ second charge 
through the field netting him fifth, while 
Wenzel stormed back for sixth.

Kevin Clayton, from row two, led 
the first 15 laps of the Mini Stock main, 
but rocket man Bob Williams then sailed 

past him in turn two and sped off to his 
second Monadnock victory in as many 
weeks. Clayton held strong in second, 
with top points man Louie Maher coming 
home third on the night, just ahead of the 
Sontag siblings, Cameron and Chris.

Hot shoe Jimmy Zellman took the 
lead from Dominick Stafford on lap two 
of the Pure Stock 25, holding the point 
until Andrea St. Amour took over on a 
lap 18 restart. A lap later, Zach Zilinski 
moved up to second but came up one spot 
shy of duplicating his younger brother 
Owen’s earlier Young Gun win.

Zellman, strong all night, joined St. 
Amour and Zilinski on the podium, with 
Chris Davis and Colton Martin round-
ing out the top five. Davis’ one position 
advantage left he and Martin deadlocked 
atop the points parade at the end of the 
night.

Owen Zilinski led all the way in the 
Young Guns 15-lapper, earning his third 
victory lap of the summer. Markus O’Neil 
was solid in second, and Kailyn Hubbard 
earned the third-place trophy just ahead 
of her sister Cambri.        

Pro 4 super star Rob Richardi was 
bounced off the frontchute wall at the 
drop of the green and then made a rock 
star effort to charge back to the winner’s 
circle, coming up just short of winner 
Doug Meservey, who’d taken the lead 
from Jack Dumas on lap five.

With Meservey victorious, Richardi, 
Dumas, Justin Faford and Kurt Lester 

made up the top five in the fast-paced 
event.

Monadnock Speedway returns to 
action next Saturday, August 19, when a 
large field of NHSTRA Modifieds will 
square off in twin feature events atop a 
full card of racing on the high-banked 
speedplant.

 
Monadnock Speedway August 12 

Unofficial Top Tens
NHSTRA MODIFIED: Br ian 

Chapin, Nate Wenzel, JT Cloutier, Scott 
Zilinski, Tyler Leary, Joel Belanger, Andy 
Major, Kimmy Rivet, Kyle Boniface, 
Adam Lapoint.

NHSTRA LATE MODEL, 50-LAP: 
Milton Duran, Matt Sonnhalter, Billy 
Clement Jr., Andrew Brousseau, Geoff 
Rollins, Tim Wenzel, JD Stockwell, 
Robert Hagar, Chris Buffone, Hillary 
Renaud.

MINI STOCK: Bob Williams, Kevin 
Clayton, Louie Maher, Cameron Sontag, 
Chris Sontag, Erin Aiken, Nolan McClay, 
Jake Puchalski, David Pratt, Skyler 
Shippee, Pat Houle.

PURE STOCK: Andrea St. Amour, 
Zach Zilinski, Jimmy Zellman, Chris 
Davis, Colton Martin, Chris Chambers, 
Teagan Edson, Dominick Stafford, Tim 
Taft, Aaliyah Tacy.

YOUNG GUN: Owen Zilinski, 
Markus O’Neil, Kailyn Hubbard, Cambri 
Hubbard, Sofia Rego, Addison Brooks, 
Madison Cousino, Hunter Duquette.

Chapin picks up Modified win at Monadnock Speedway
◗  Sports

Jennifer Galindo sends a free kick 
away for Celtic Gray.Katie Shea makes a quick pass.Emily Howard, of Wilbraham, takes a shot on goal. Turley photos by David Henry Nicole Callini makes a throw-in.

Springfield Thunderbirds 
name new operations manager

SPRINGFIELD – Springfield 
Thunderbirds general manager Kevin 
Maxwell announced today that Jeff 
Jordan has been promoted to Manager 
of Hockey Operations.

Previously the Thunderbirds’ 
Video Coach and Team Services 
Coordinator, Jordan will continue his 
work with the coaching staff in the 
video department during the 2023-24 
season.

“Jeff has deservedly earned this 
promotion through hard work, loyalty, 
and his dedication to the Thunderbirds 

on both the hockey and business side,” 
said Maxwell. “He is a tireless worker 
with a wonderful personality, making 
him a terrific conduit between players, 
management, and the front office. We 
look forward to seeing him continue to 
excel in the future.”

Jordan joined the St. Louis Blues’ 
AHL affiliate in 2019 when he was 
hired by the San Antonio Rampage as 
the team’s video coach. Before starting 
his professional career, Jordan served 
as an assistant coach with the OHL’s 
Ottawa 67’s in 2014-15 and 2015-16. 

Have the scoop on a local sports 
story? Want to submit a team photo, 
pass along a potential story idea, or 
just find out how to get a copy of that 
great photo of your young athlete? 

Please send all sports-relat-
ed press releases and information 
to Sports Editor Greg Scibelli at: 
sports@turley.com or call, 1-413-
283-8393.

How to contact the Sports Editor
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Foursomes 
needed for golf 
tournament

AGAWAM – Registration and 
signups are currently open and under-
way for the Sixth Annual “Shoot 
Fore The Stars To Cure Cancer” Golf 
Tournament to benefit the Dana Farber 
Cancer Institute. In the first FIVE years 
we have raised over $15,000 for cancer 
research. 

The four-person scramble event 
will take place on Monday, Sept. 
18 at Wintonbury Hills Golf Course 
in Bloomfield, CT. The event will be 
an 11 a.m. shotgun start. There will 
be prizes up for grabs (Closest to 
Pin/Long Drive) along with a put-
ting contest. Entry fee covers golf, 
lunch and dinner. Please contact 
ShootFOREtheStarstoCureCancer@
gmail.com  more information. We hope 
you can join us.

Coaches honored during 
Basketball Hall of Fame weekend

SPRINGFIELD – The Naismith 
Basketball Hall of Fame announced 
four benches that will be installed in 
the Naismith Coaches Circle. Sylvia 
Hatchell ,  Rollie Massimino, Tom 
Young, and Kay Yow, will be honored 
with a bench dedication ceremony on 
Saturday, August 12 at 2:00 PM EST in 
the MassMutual Gallery at the Hall of 
Fame.

The Naismith Coaches Circle pro-
gram was first launched in 2015 and is 
the brainchild of Hall of Famers John 
Calipari, Jerry Colangelo, and Geroge 
Raveling. The intent of the program is 
to pay tribute to basketball’s first coach, 
Dr. James Naismith, and the core values 
Dr. Naismith instilled in his players – 
teamwork, determination, self-respect, 
leadership, initiative, and perseverance. 
He believed these principles to be the 
foundation by which young men and 
women should play the game and con-
duct their lives. 

The Coaches Circle features a 
sculpture created by Master Sculptor 
Brian Hanlon, dedicated to celebrating 
Dr. Naismith. Additionally, it showcases 
granite benches on a recognition plat-
form, paying tribute to coaches who 
share the same core values of teaching, 
nurturing, and mentoring their players 
on the court, while offering perspective 
off the court. 

An interactive Coaches Circle video 
is exhibited on the second floor of the 
museum, which allows coaches to share 
their personal stories and honor those in 
their lives who inspired them.

Through the  Coaches  Ci rc le 
Program Legacy Initiative, coaches 
are honored posthumously by either 
one individual or a group of individ-
uals. Honorees include Denny Crum, 
Bill Fitch, Cotton Fitzsimmons, Dave 
Gavitt, John MacLeod, Dean Smith, 
Jim Valvano, and John Wooden, among 
others.

 Sports ◗

Local newspapers play vital roles 
in communities across the globe. 
The Information Age has changed 

the way many people get their news, but 
local newspapers continue to serve as 
valuable resources for readers interested 
in learning more about and becoming 
more involved in their communities.

While local publishers continue to 
adapt to the changes brought about by 
technology, the following are a handful 
of benefits unique to local newspapers.

• Local newspapers keep readers 
up-to-date on their own commu-
nities. Globalization may be here to 
stay, but that does not mean local 
communities are no longer home to 
newsworthy events. National and in-
ternational newspapers and 24-hour 
cable news channels can keep men 
and women up-to-date on national 
and world news, but in many instanc-
es, local newspapers are the only 
means people have to learn about 
what’s going on in their own commu-
nities. Local politics impact residents’ 
lives every day, and local newspapers 
cover local politics extensively.

• Local newspapers benefit nearby 
businesses. Small business own-
ers often connect with community 
members via local newspapers. A 
strong, locally based small business 
community can improve economies 
in myriad ways, creating jobs in the 
community and contributing tax 
dollars that can be used to strength-
en local schools and infrastructure. 
And local newspapers do their part 
by providing affordable and effective 
advertising space to local business 
owners looking to connect with their 
communities.

• Local newspapers can strengthen 
communities. Local newspapers are 
great resources for residents who 
want to become more active in their 
communities and learn more about 
community events. Local newspapers 
often showcase community events 
like carnivals, local theater produc-
tions and projects like park cleanups. 
These are great ways for readers to 
become more active in their commu-
nities and build stronger communi-
ties as a result.

• Local newspapers can benefit chil-
dren. National newspapers may have 

little age-appropriate content to offer 
young children, but local newspa-
pers tend to include more soft news 
items than national periodicals, and 
such stories typically are appropri-
ate for young readers. According to 
Newspapers in Education, students 
who participated in an NIE group 
in Florida performed significantly 
better in spelling and vocabulary 

than nonreaders. Additional studies 
have indicated that students who use 
newspapers in the classroom perform 
better on standardized reading tests 
than those who do not use newspa-
pers in class.

Many local newspapers have played 
vital roles in their communities for 
decades, providing a go-to resource for 
local readers and business owners.

The benefits of local newspapers

Agawam Advertiser News • Barre Gazette • Chicopee Register • Country Journal
Journal Register • Quaboag Current • The Register • Sentinel • The Sun 
Town Reminder • Ware River News • Wilbraham Times

413.283.8393  •   www.newspapers.turley.com

12 Weekly Newspapers Serving The Local Communities

LUDLOW—The Michael J 
Dias Foundation announces its 
milestone 10th annual golf tour-
nament fundraiser, scheduled to 
take place at the scenic Ludlow 
Country Club on Monday, 
Oct. 16. The golf tournament 
is sponsored by Luso Federal 
Credit Union. It promises a day 
of camaraderie, sport, and com-
munity support, all in the spirit 

of making a positive impact.
T h e  M i c h a e l  J  D i a s 

Foundation, renowned for its 
commitment to providing sober 
housing to individuals in recov-
ery, has organized this remark-
able event as a crucial fundrais-
ing effort to further its mission. 
The tournament will kick off 
with registration commencing 
at 9 a.m., followed by a shotgun 

start at 10 a.m.
The cost per golfer is $150, 

which includes greens fees, golf 
cart, a delectable lunch to refuel 
mid-game, and a buffet dinner 
to celebrate the day’s successes.

Sponsorship opportunities 
are available for businesses and 
individuals eager to make a dif-
ference. Sponsors are an integral 
part of supporting the founda-

tion’s vital work, contributing to 
the well-being and recovery of 
those the foundation serves.

Registration for the 10th 
annual golf tournament and 
becoming a sponsor is easily 
accessible through the official 
registration portal: https://bit.ly/
MJDGOLF23. For more infor-
mation about the event, spon-
sorship opportunities, or the 

inspiring work of the Michael J 
Dias Foundation, please visit the 
foundation’s official website at 
www.mdiasfoundation.org.

For inquiries and additional 
information, please feel free to 
contact Isabel Martins, who can 
be contacted via email at imar-
tins@mdiasfoundation.org or by 
phone at 617-429-0541.

10th annual Michael J Dias Foundation golf tournament
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www.turley.com

Turley Publications, based in Palmer, is seeking a 
storyteller who is curious about everything, and who 
understands how town government works to join our 
team of weekly reporters.

Experience in covering town government is a huge 
plus, and any experience in community journalism is 
as well. Staff writers cover all aspects of communities 
from features to municipal meetings to crimes and 
fires. Successful candidates must have people skills, 
plenty of curiosity and able to tell a story. 

If you're a self-starter who enjoys community 
journalism and who can envision themselves 
connecting with our communities, we encourage you 
to apply for this position. Not a remote position.

Qualifications should include:  
• Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience
• A determination to get the story, whatever it 

might be
• Equally comfortable writing hard news, features 

and event coverage
• Ability to write clean copy in a fast-paced, 

deadline-driven environment
• Proficiency in Associated Press style 

Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be
 a good fit for this position and send it along with a 

resume and three writing samples to 
Eileen Kennedy, Executive Editor
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
ekennedy@turley.com

STAFF WRITER
JOB OPENING

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
Probate and Family Court 
Docket No. HD22P0020GD

In the interests of 
of Vanessa S Barrett

of Holyoke, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER:
Petition for Resignation 

or Petition for Removal of 
Guardianship of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL 
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition 
to Resign as Guardian of 
a Minor or Petition for 
Re mov al of Guardian of 
a Minor filed by Karon 
Tobin on 07/18/2023 will 
be held 08/28/2023 01:45 
PM Motion Located Judge 
Army- In Person: 50 State 
St Springfield, MA 01103 
Courtroom 2 - 4th Floor

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3 .  Counse l  for  the 
Minor: The minor (or an 
adult on behalf of the minor) 
has the right to request that 
counsel be appointed for the 
minor.

4. Presence of the Minor 
at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: July 19, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/18/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD23P1692GD
In the matter of: 

Georgia Gonzalez
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Myrna Reyes of 
Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Georgia Gonzalez is in need 
of a Guardian and request-
ing that Myrna Reyes of 
Holyoke, MA (or some other 
suitable person) be appoint-

ed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
ob ject to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
09/08/2023. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have 
to file the written ap pearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 10, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/18/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103 

Docket No. HD23P1692GD
In the matter of: 

Georgia Gonzalez
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated 
Person 

CITATION GIVING 
NOTICE OF PETITION 

FOR APPOINTMENT OF 
GUARDIAN FOR 
INCAPACITATED

PERSON PURSUANT TO 
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested 
persons, a petition has been 
filed by Myrna Reyes of 
Holyoke, MA in the above 
captioned matter alleging that 
Georgia Gonzalez is in need 
of a Guardian and request-
ing that Myrna Reyes of 
Holyoke, MA (or some other 

suitable person) be appoint-
ed as Guardian to serve 
Without Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the 
court to determine that the 
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of 
a Guardian is necessary, and 
that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition 
is on file with this court and 
may contain a request for 
certain specific authority.

You have the right to 
ob ject to this proceeding. 
If you wish to do so, you 
or your attorney must file a 
written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 
a.m. on the return date of 
09/08/2023. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have 
to file the written ap pearance 
if you object to the petition. 
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return 
date, action may be taken in 
this matter without further 
notice to you. In addition to 
filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must 
file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds 
of your objection within 30 
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this 

proceeding may limit or 
completely take away the 
above-named person’s right 
to make decisions about 
personal affairs or financial 
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right 
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone 
may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed 
at State expense.

W I T N E S S ,  H o n . 
Barbara M. Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court.
Date: August 10, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/18/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE
The Holyoke Board of 

Appeals will hold a Public 
H e a r i n g  o n  Tu e s d a y, 
August 29, 2023 at 5:00 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
836 3939 8493; Call In *67 
646 558 8656 to hear the 
appeal of Nilsa Laboy of 
475 Northampton St (223-
00-012) from the Zoning 
Ordinance Section 4.4.6 
Loca t ion  of  Accessory 
Structure and Section 6.4.3 
Table of Principal Uses. 

A complete copy of the 
application may be seen in 
the Office of Planning & 
Economic Development, 20 
Korean Veterans Plaza, Rm 
406, 8:30-4:30, M-F.

Petition #969
Board of Appeals:
 Josh Knox, Chair

08/09/2023

City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street #3

Holyoke, MA 01040-5078
(413)-322-5650

 Real Estate for Sale
The City of Holyoke is 

seeking sealed offers & pro-
posals for the following prop-
erties: 736 Dwight Street & 
Dwight Street Parcel #006-
09-001 Sold together only,118 
Newton  S t r ee t ,Newton 
Street Parcel #011-03-009,& 
94 Newton Street 3 par-
cels sold together only, 277 
Main Street, and 285 Main 
Street ,Main Street  sold 
Individually. 

Proposals are due on 
09/12/2023 by 11AM. The 
Public Opening will start at 
11AM and go every 30 min 
until finished.

 Documents are available 
by email request at: mor-
rowj@holyoke.org

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject 
any and/or all proposals. No 
electronic submissions will be 
accepted.
08/11, 08/18, 8/25/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD17P1171EA
Estate of: 

Omaira D Torres
Date of Death: 04/05/2017  

CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 

ORDER OF COMPLETE 
SETTLEMENT

A Petition for Order of 
Complete Settlement  has 
been filed by Helen J Cruz  of 
Holyoke, MA requesting that 
the court enter a formal Decree 
of Complete Settlement 
including the allowance of a 
proposed distribution and other 
such relief as may be requested 
in the Petition. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to 

ob tain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on 
the return day of  09/08/2023.

This is NOT a hear-
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a written 
appearance and objection if 
you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a time-
ly written appearance and 
objection followed by an 
affidavit of objections within 
thirty (30) days of the return 
day, action may be taken 
without further notice to 
you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court.
Date: August 07, 2023

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/18/2023

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

Our advertisers make this
publication possible.
Let them know you saw 

their ad in the

Holyoke Sun

PALMER OFFICE

GRAPHICS DEPARTMENT SEEKS 
DESIGNER / PAGINATOR

 Turley Publications, Inc. is looking for a Graphic Designer to 
produce newspaper pages and advertisements in a busy, fast-
paced environment. Must be efficient with InDesign Creative 
Suite. Web design and Wordpress skills a plus. 

We will consider less experienced applicants but must have proven 
design skills.

Design samples required. Send with resume to:

Turley Publications, Inc., 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Attention: Graphics Manager

Or e-mail directly to dsloat@turley.com.
No phone calls or drop-ins, please.

www.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE!!!! SEA-
SONED HARDWOOD ONLY 
$200.00 PER CORD PICKED UP IN 
BELCHERTOWN! LIMITED DELIV-
ERY AVAILABLE FOR FEE. CON-
TACT (413)977-4021

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

!!!!!SEASONED!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF 
WANTED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, 
Jugs, Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

CLEANING 
SERVICES

LIBERTY MAID SERVICE Save time 
while adding a little luxury to your 
life. Affordable. Reliable. High quality. 
Personalized/ always have the same 
person who you can trust! Residential 
and/or business cleaning. Debra 413-
592-4925

HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING Lawn 
mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Holyoke, South 
Hadley, Chicopee, Hadley and Am-
herst. Call 413-536-3697.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and 
yard maintenance

Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning,

and mulching.  Schedule fall lawn 
overseeding and repair

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING  
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting. Free estimates, Ful-
ly licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom,339-832-5682.

WE DO LLC Painting interior, exterior 
and drywall repair. We treat your home 
like our own homes. Fully licensed 
and insured. Call WE DO today for a 
free estimate ask for Mac (413)344-
6883

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

MOTORCYCLES
HARLEY DAVIDSON FXSTC 91 
SOFTTAIL,  BLUE, DIAMOND 
CUT HEADS 46,000 Original miles, 
many extras including stock parts, new 
carburetor, always garaged $4,500.00 
call Mike (413)547-8755

FOR RENT
$900 LUDLOW. Utilities included. 
Quiet, cozy, 1 bedroom, 1 full bath w/
small kitchen/living room. Easy access 
to Mass Pike, parking, laundry on-
site. No smoking, no pets. 413-543-
3062.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

TWO BEDROOM APT., Bristol 
State Apts., 181 State Street, Ludlow. 
Central heat, AC. Includes stove, re-
frigerator, washer/dryer hookups. No 
smoking. No pets. 413-315-0368.

SERVICESSERVICES HELP WANTED

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
TO THE SELECTMEN AND 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR

The Town of Hampden seeks qualified applicants for 
the position of Administrative Assistant to the Board 

of Selectmen and Town Administrator.  The successful 
candidate will perform highly diversified duties in 
support of the Selectmen and Town Administrator.  

Effective communication skills, computer literacy and 
the ability to operate office equipment are required.  

Standard job requirements and a job description may 
be found online at www.hampdenma.gov. 

Send resumes to 
Robert Markel at 625 Main Street, Hampden 01036 

or email (preferred) at townadmin@hampdenma.gov 
by August 23.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

SERVICES

Classified Advertising
DEADLINES
QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN

FRIDAY AT NOON

HILLTOWNS
MONDAY
AT NOON

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN 
ASSORTED

PORK LOIN CHOP ..............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............

USDA INSP. 

$222
lb

SALE DATES: 8/17/23-8/23/23

$277

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH COUNTRY STYLE

PORK RIBS ...........................$209

$499
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP SIRLOIN
STEAKS or SPOON ROAST .........
USDA INSP. FRESH

BONELESS & SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST 10 LB BAG ..........

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN LEG 1/4 TRAY PAK .......

USDA INSP. FROZEN IQF

RAW SHRIMP16/20 CT.,  2 LB BAG ...... ea

$2999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

SNOW CRAB CLAWS 2 LB BAG ..

$249

$699

lb

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

PORK TENDERS ................
USDA INSP. STORE MADE
TERIYAKI MARINATED

BEEF BLADE STEAK ............

$177
lb

IN OUR DELI - STORE MADE
HAM SALAD ......................

$399
lb

$999

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOIN

$299
lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
BONELESS BBQ MARINATED

PORK BUTT STRIPS ............

$899
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

90% DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

5 LB 
BAG$499

lb

$444
lb

49¢
lb

 

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
 45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard

Tues.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. & Mon.

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO Z.

BUYING COLLECTIONS: 
COINS, POCKET & MECHANICAL 

WATCHES, TOYS, ETC.

Oldies from The Estate

Contact Bill or Beth 543-6065

Worship:
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School begins at 9:15 a.m.
stpetersholyoke.org • 413-536-3369

34 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Coffee Hour after Sunday

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is 
requested to check their ad-
vertisement the first time it 
appears. This paper will not 
be responsible for more than 
one corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any error in 
an advertisement to a greater 
extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

NIGHT OUT, 
from page 1

A lovely spread of food was prepared by Lisa Gariepy.

The band Dog Walker performs at the National Night Out event. 

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
The event attendees gather to taste the free buffet. 

bar soon. 
 For more information 

on any upcoming events, 
go to their FaceBook 
page titled The Holyoke 
American Legion Post 
351. 

SPRINGFIELD— A new date for 
the ninth annual Dragon Boat Festival 
has been set for Saturday, Oct. 14,  on 
the Connecticut River. The event will 
feature Dragon Boat races, food trucks, 
and Asian-themed entertainment from 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at North Riverfront Park, 
121 West Street.

The festival was originally sched-
uled for July 29 but postponed due to 
unsafe water conditions resulting from 
recent flooding. Admission to the festi-
val is free for spectators.  

Twenty-four teams from through-
out New England are registered to 
participate in this year’s Dragon Boat 
races. Community teams include 
Behavioral Health Network, CRRC-
MA (the rail car manufacturer), as 
well as the defending champions, 
Springfield Pharmacy First Responders. 
With the new date set, registration will 
be reopened at www.pvriverfront.org 
for additional teams to sign up to race 
on Oct. 14.

The Springfield Dragon Boat 
Festival, which has been hosted by the 
Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club since 
2013, attracts hundreds of participants 
and spectators to the banks of the 
Connecticut River for a day of compe-
tition, festivity, and community support. 
The Festival is an important fundraiser 
in support of Breast Cancer survivors 
and Community Programming at the 
Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club.

According to Ben Quick, execu-
tive director of PVRC, “We are happy 

to have found an alternative date for 
the Dragon Boat Festival, which has 
become a staple of our offerings on the 
Riverfront. With the additional time, 
we are opening registration for teams 
and a fall dragon boat experience on the 
Connecticut with colleagues and friends 
can be spectacular. We look forward to 
welcoming Dragon Boaters and fans of 
this fun and exciting event.”

Hundreds of  paddlers from New 
England participate in the festival races. 
A dragon boat festival team is com-
prised of up to 20 paddlers who race 
against other teams in 200-meter races 
on the Connecticut River. Each race 
lasts about one minute, and each team 
races at least three times on the day of 
the festival. Dragon Boating originated 
in China 2,000 years ago and today is 
one of the world’s fastest growing team 
water sports. The festival makes it easy 
for anyone to participate and spectate.

There is free parking available 
nearby at 77 West Street or along 
Avocado Street and on property abut-
ting and behind the new Starbucks 
store adjacent to the Riverfront Club. 
The festival can also be reached by the 
Connecticut Riverwalk Bikeway. More 
information can be found at www.
pvriverfront.org or by calling (413) 
736-1322. 

The Pioneer Valley Riverfront Club 
has both adult and youth programming 
throughout the fall and winter months. 
For more information, visit www.pvriv-
erfront.org. 

Rescheduled date of October 14 
for Dragon Boat Festival

thesun.turley.com


