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FY2027
budget
In effect

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke city council passed
the fiscal year 2027 budget
back in June by a 10-2 vote.

Councilors Linda Vacon
and Michael Sullivan were
the only two who voted
against the budget, due to
concerns about increase in
expenses.

“At a time when resi-
dents and businesses face
significant financial pressure,
taxpayers deserve confidence
that every proposed expendi-
ture is being considered with
care, discipline, and a real-
istic understanding of what
Holyoke can afford,” Vacon
said in a message urging her
fellow councilors to consider
the budget carefully.

The budget totaled to
$213 million, which is an
increase of $8.97 million, or
4.4%, over FY26.

Mayor Joshua Garcia
stated that this increase is
mostly due to rising costs
for schools, school transpor-

See BUDGET page 6
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By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE -
On Monday July 27
Wistariahurst Museum offi-
cially opened their newly
installed little library. The
library was built by Bill
Bousquet. The library
is mobile and can move
throughout the museum or
even outside depending on
the weather. For the open-
ing reception, Mayor Joshua
Garcia cut the ribbon to
open the library and then
read a book to attending
children.

Kelly Bousquet, a vol-
unteer at Wistariahurst
Museum; is the one who
came up with the original
idea.

She states, “I grew
up around here, just a few
streets away. And we would
come down here all the time,
I just have very fond mem-
ories of Wistariahurst and
wanted to pay it forward.
We really just liked the idea
of having the communi-
ty come in and be able to
take a book, share a book.
It’s gonna be great for kids.
I just think it’s gonna bring
a lot of people to the muse-
um. And we did register it,
which is nice, and people
will be able to find it.”

i

Mayor Joshua Garcia
highlighted how important
it is to have free options for
people to find new books.
He highlighted how import-
ant reading is for everyone,

but especially for children.
“In Holyoke, we try to
step outside the box in the
most creative way possi-
ble, to connect and make
that point,” Garcia said.

little library

“We have free little libraries
around the city in neighbor-
hoods, and it’s such a sim-
ple, unique thing to offer
that allows us to just extend
a little further the ability to
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Turley Photo by Christina Gioscia
Wistariahurst Museum Office Archivist Emily Munsell, Museum Director Megan Seiler, Rachel Powell and Mayor Joshua Garcia at the
opening of the little library on July 27.

close those reading gaps for
our kids.”

Wistariahurst Museum
Director Megan Seiler

See LIBRARY, page 10

Reading program ‘igniting’ enthusiasm among students

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Public Schools is
now entering its third year
of participation in the Ignite
Reading program designed
to improve literacy skills for
students in grades K-3.

District and school lead-
ers saw significant literacy
gains during the 2025-26
school year and are antici-
pating continued growth this
year.

Last year, 333 Holyoke

strategies that HPS has incor-

students across six schools
logged 7,601 collective hours
of targeted reading instruc-
tion—averaging more than
22.5 intensive hours per stu-
dent—through the Ignite
Reading program’s high-dos-
age individualized tutoring
for students across all six
of the district’s elementa-
ry schools. Ignite Reading
is among the programs and

porated in recent years to
strengthen early literacy.

Data from the Ignite
Reading program in 2025-
26 reveal significant break-
throughs for Holyoke’s K-3
students:

* Kindergarten mas-
tery: 89% of participating
students who started the year
lacking kindergarten-level
foundational skills have now
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A literacy program is making gains in the Holyoke Public Schools.

Submitted photo

fully closed those gaps.

* First grade break-
throughs: 70% of partici-
pating students who entered
first-grade lacking founda-
tional skills have officially
moved past those gaps and
are now reading sentenc-
es and paragraphs at a sec-
ond-grade level.

e Accelerated growth:
For first-grade students who
entered the program miss-
ing foundational skills from
kindergarten, 46% complete-
ly closed their kindergarten
gaps and successfully tran-
sitioned to on-grade-level
skills.

“With early literacy
serving as the single most
critical predictor of a stu-
dent’s long-term academic
success, these numbers rep-
resent an important win for
Holyoke’s educators, fami-
lies, and youngest learners,”
said Chief of Academics
Rebecca Thompson.

The Irene E. & George
A. Davis Foundation provid-
ed $282,500 in initial grant
funding to launch the pro-
gram in 2024, with continued
support the following year.

School committee
discusses new
district handbooks

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - The
school committee met on
July 13 to discuss new hand-
books for the district.

The committee is in
charge of approving and
distributing handbooks to
members of the district so
everyone is aware of district
policies.

During the meeting the
committee discussed both
the employee and the stu-
dent and family handbooks.

After a few amend-
ments to both for clarifying
language, both handbooks
were passed.

Within the student and
family handbook there is a

clause discussing the use of

artificial intelligence.
The committee antici-
pates that there will be an

amendment to this clause

after the school committee
hears the report from the Al
use committee.

“This section could
still be of use to families,”
Superintendent Jacquelin
Glasheen said. “Once this
body has reviewed [the Al
guidelines] we could amend
it later, but I do think we
could still give them some-
thing.”

Currently there is no
official Al policy, just gen-
eral guidelines. The commit-
tee anticipates creating an
official policy in the coming
months.

Glasheen and the
school committee did not
want to wait to send out the
handbooks until after they
had added the policy, as it
would delay the distribution
of the handbooks too.

After the policy is cre-
ated, the committee will

See SCHOOL, page 10

Local professionals offer tips on how to apply energy saving tips for the summer

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

Many people see their
energy bills increase in the
summer due to the amount
of appliances needed to keep
their homes cool.

National Grid offered
some advice to help keep
energy costs low.

They suggested that you
only run full loads in the
dishwasher and dryer, setting
your refrigerator temperature
to 38 degrees Fahrenheit and
utilizing a toaster oven to
reheat or cook small meals,
as it utilizes less energy than
a traditional oven.

It can also be beneficial
to cook outside when possi-
ble and even use a clothes-

line to dry clothes, rather
than a dryer.

These strategies reduce
electrical costs and can help
to keep house temperatures
lower.

Additionally, switching
fan directions in the windows
during the day can also help
keep temperatures down.
Switch the fans to push out
hot air during the day and
pull in cool air at night.

Eversource also recom-
mended closing curtains on
direct sunlight and turning
off the air conditioning when
no one is home.

Furthermore, regu-
larly cleaning the AC fil-
ters improves air flow and
extends the life of the AC
unit.

It is also important to
check that an AC unit is cor-
rectly draining any and all
moisture. AC units remove
moisture from the
air as they work,
and incorrect drain-
age can lead to leaks,
mold and a broken AC.

A simple way
to prevent this is when
installing a window AC unit,
ensure that the unit is tilt-
ed backward slightly. This
ensures that the water drips
down and out, rather than
into the room the AC was
installed in.

Furthermore, when
installing the AC unit people
should make sure that there
is at least five feet of clear-
ance from walls, trees, hedg-

“Additionally, we encourage customers
to consider installing a smart or

es or yard ornaments.

If there is not enough
clearance it can block airflow
and reduce the efficacy of the
unit.

Another tip for keeping
costs low, as suggested by
Lisa Sullivan from Holyoke
Gas and Electric, is sealing
any air leaks in windows and
doors to help keep all cool
air in.

“Additionally, we

programmable thermostat,”

- Lisa Sullivan
Holyoke Gas and Electric

encourage customers to con-
sider installing a smart or
programmable thermostat,”
Sullivan said.

Having a programmable
thermostat allows people to
turn up the temperatures in
their home while they aren’t
there, effectively cutting
down energy costs.

Moreover, when install-
ing a thermostat in a home,
ensure that it is out of direct

sunlight. Having the ther-
mostat in direct sunlight can
lead to incorrect temperature
readings, which then cause
an increased energy output.
The thermostat should
also be kept away from win-
dows and doors, as drafts
from those can also alter
temperature readings.
Additionally, many peo-
ple find themselves adding
appliances in the summer to
keep on top of the heat.
Having multiple appli-
ances plugged in can cause
safety concerns, including
power surges or electrical
fires.
To avoid these problems,
Sullivan recommended that

See ENERGY, page 6
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GHC invites businesses to Annual Chamber Cup

HOLYOKE - The
Greater Holyoke Chamber
is inviting businesses,
professionals, local lead-
ers, and community part-
ners from across Western
Massachusetts to participate
in the 58th Annual Chamber
Cup on Friday, Sept. 25,
at Westover Golf Course.
Registration is now open
for the annual event, which
brings together the regional
business community for a day
of golf, networking, visibility,

and relationship-building.
The Chamber Cup offers
companies and organizations
a valuable way to connect
outside the traditional meet-
ing setting. Participants can
build business relationships,
strengthen team connections,
and engage with profession-
als from across the region
in a relaxed and welcoming
environment. The event is
open to Chamber members
and non-members alike, mak-
ing it a regional opportuni-

ty for businesses looking to
expand their reach and com-
munity presence.

Businesses can partici-
pate in several ways, includ-
ing registering a foursome,
becoming an event sponsor,
sponsoring a hole or meal,
donating raffle prizes, or vol-
unteering during the event.
Each option offers a different
path to visibility and engage-
ment, whether a company
wants to host clients, recog-
nize employees, promote its

brand, or support a signature
community event.

The day will include
golf at Westover Golf Course,
breakfast, lunch, raffles, and
opportunities to connect with
business owners, executives,
public officials, nonprof-
it leaders, and professionals
from throughout Western
Massachusetts. For sponsors
and raffle donors, the event
provides added exposure
before and during the tour-
nament, helping businesses

stay visible among a broad
and engaged audience.

The Greater Holyoke
Chamber encourages busi-
nesses to register early,
secure sponsorship oppor-
tunities, and plan now for
participation in the 2026
Chamber Cup. Companies
interested in playing, spon-
soring, donating raffle priz-
es, or volunteering can visit
holyokechamber.com or con-
tact the Chamber for more
information.

Church to hold
Summerfest

GRANBY - Immaculate
Heart of Mary Church in
Granby will be having their
Summerfest on Sunday, Aug.
23 from 12 to 4 p.m. Chicken
dinner is $15 and includes
a half bbq chicken, baked
potato and corn on the cob,
as well as dessert and bot-
tled water. Hamburgers and
hot dogs will also be avail-
able. Raffles prizes, bake
sale, kids games, prizes, lot-
tery trees and more.

HCC presenting ‘Constellations’ exhibit

HOLYOKE - The Taber
Art Gallery at Holyoke
Community College will
present “Constellations,” an
exhibition of alumni artwork
from the HCC Permanent
Collection, Aug. 3-21, with
a reception Aug. 6, from 5-7
p-m.

The show features
paintings by HCC alumni
artists from class years 1974

through 2021.
“In naming the show
“Constellations,” we were

thinking about the relation-
ships that students build
with their peers and with the
community here at HCC,
and how those relationships
continue to connect us, even
after they have moved on,”

said gallery director Rachel
Rushing.

The artwork was pro-
duced by alumni after they
had graduated from HCC,
with the pieces subsequent-
ly purchased by the college
and added to its permanent
collection, which numbers
about 400 works.

HCC celebrated the
25th anniversary of the
Taber Art Gallery in 2025,
and it’s been 24 years
since the last HCC alumni
art show, although alum-
ni artists have been part of
individual and other group
shows over the years.

“Every artist in this
show left our campus as
an individual star, but

‘Constellations’ is about the
lines we draw between them,
showing how our alumni
network becomes something
bigger than any one of us,’
said Natalia Castagno, HCC
assistant director of alum-
ni relations. “Fittingly, this
exhibit opens in the season
of Leo, the lion — HCC’s
mascot is another feline, a
cougar — watching over the
sky that connects them all.”

The Taber Art Gallery,
located off the lobby of the
HCC Library on the second
floor of the HCC Donahue
Building, is free and open to
the public Monday through
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
during regular school ses-
sions.

Applications now available for CPA funding

HOLYOKE - The City
of Holyoke Community
Preservation Act Committee
(CPAC) is pleased to
announce the opening of its
FY27 grant cycle.

Potential applicants are
invited to submit an eligibil-
ity application form by Sept.
4. The eligibility form is
the first step in a multi-step
application process: after
project eligibility is estab-
lished, applicants will then
be invited to submit a full
application for consideration
by the committee, followed
by public presentations of
each project’s scope, benefit,
and budget. Finally, CPAC
makes its recommendations
to the City Council for fund-

ing approval.

The Eligibility Form and
other application materials
are available by contacting
CPA Administrator Naomi
Klayman at klaymann@
holyoke.org, and will also be
posted to the City of Holyoke
website. Eligibility require-
ments can be found on the
Massachusetts Community
Preservation Act’s website.

The Community
Preservation Act (CPA) is
a state law enacted in 2000
and adopted by the City of
Holyoke in 2016. The CPA
supports historic preserva-
tion, recreation, open space,
and community housing proj-
ects within Holyoke. The
program has funded a variety

of popular projects through-
out the city, including com-
munity housing at Appleton
Mills and Library Commons,
the fully accessible Miracle
League Playground, the res-
toration of Lady Liberty at
Veterans Park, and ongo-
ing upgrades to Scott Tower
and the Holyoke Merry Go
Round.

Since its adoption,
the CPAC has disbursed
over $5 million to preserve
Holyoke’s character and
improve quality of life for its
residents.

Applicants are encour-
aged to contact Naomi
Klayman with questions and
for support throughout the
application process.

Public invited to picnic

Education program offered

Recycling events being held

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties invite
the public to attend the
Annual Traditional Summer
Picnic 2026 on Sunday Aug.
30 at Hamels Pavilion in
Holyoke from 1 to 5 p.m.,
rain or shine. This year for
young people ages 1-10 we
are offering mac and cheese,
chicken fingers and lem-
onade, face painting, and
sculpture balloons.

The giant barbeque will

include: hamburgers, hot
dogs, potato salad, corn on
the cob, tossed salad, des-
sert, coffee, iced tea, cash
bar, music, dancing, raffle.

Featuring The Healy’s
“The Institute for Better
Living.”

The cost is $30 for
adults and kids 16 and over;
kids 10-15 are $15. For res-
ervations/tickets call Ryan
Allen at 413-531-3040 or
Fran Hennessey at 413-785-

5687 by Aug. 25.

HOLYOKE - NAMI
Western Massachusetts is
pleased to offer their NAMI
Family-to-Family Education
Program in person, starting
Tuesday, Sept. 15, from 6 to
8:30 p.m. in Greenfield.

What is the NAMI
Family-to-Family Education
Program?

NAMI Family-to-Family
is a free, 8-session education-
al program for family, sig-
nificant others, and friends
of people with mental health

conditions. It is a designat-
ed evidenced-based program.
This means that research
shows that the program sig-
nificantly improves the cop-
ing and problem-solving abil-
ities of the people closest to a
person with a mental health
condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family
is taught by NAMI-trained
family members who have
been there and includes pre-
sentations, discussions, and
interactive exercises.

BELCHERTOWN -
Green Day Recycling is
hosting several Saturday
electronics recycling
event fundraisers in the
area, and we would like
to invite everyone to par-
ticipate.

Saturday, Aug. 8

* Most Holy Redeemer
Church (120 Russell Street,
Hadley, MA 01035)

e Immaculate Heart
of Mary Parish (256 State
Street, Granby, MA 01033)

Saturday, Sept. 12

e St. Francis Church
(10 Park St, Belchertown,
MA 01007)

Details:

- Time: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
(Rain or shine)

- Pricing: Some items
are free to recycle, while
others range from $5 to $40
each.

- Benefit: A portion of
the proceeds will benefit the
hosting parishes.

- Everyone is welcome.

New fellows to help with

BOSTON -
MassDevelopment recent-
ly announced a cohort of
Transformative Development
Initiative (TDI) fellows who
will work for three years to
accelerate economic growth
within focused downtown
neighborhoods and com-
mercial districts in Gateway
Cities.

In February 2026,
MassDevelopment announced
newly designated TDI dis-
tricts in Chelsea, Fitchburg,
Holyoke, Lowell, Malden,
and Peabody. These cities are
being awarded TDI fellows

— MassDevelopment employ-
ees who will provide on-the-
ground economic develop-
ment organizing expertise and
collaborative leadership — and

will have access to a range of

tools to help accelerate devel-
opment, including technical
assistance, grants, and more,
during a three-year period
beginning August 2026. Each

fellow is embedded within a

locally led partnership com-
prised of cross-sector stake-
holders, including the munic-
ipality, businesses, nonprofits,
property owners, and resi-
dents, that guides district strat-

? onovamn's

80 Jarvis Ave., Holyokejg
413-543-0791

economic growth in city

egy, defines goals, and gov-
erns the program’s direction.
“MassDevelopment’s
Transformative Development
Initiative has helped Gateway
Cities strengthen local busi-
nesses, revitalize com-
mercial districts, and cre-
ate new economic oppor-
tunities,” said Economic
Development Secretary Eric
Paley, who serves as Chair of
MassDevelopment’s Board
of Directors. “The fellows
are at the heart of that work,
bringing dedicated capacity to
help local partners coordinate
efforts, connect with resourc-

es, and pursue opportunities
for growth.”

“We are thrilled to kick
off our new Transformative
Development Initiative dis-
tricts this month in Chelsea,
Fitchburg, Holyoke, Lowell,
Malden, and Peabody,” said
MassDevelopment President
and CEO Navjeet Bal. “Our
fellows bring dedicated capac-
ity and expertise, empowering
local leaders who are working
hard to turn community prior-
ities into action. The partner-
ship is key to supporting busi-
nesses, attracting investment,
and creating momentum.”
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HCC opens registration for
fall 2026 noncredit classes

HOLYOKE -
Registration is now open for
noncredit professional devel-
opment and personal enrich-
ment classes at Holyoke
Community College for the
fall 2026 semester.

The fall calendar begins
Tuesday, Sept. 8, with indi-
vidual classes running on
different schedules through-
out the semester. Many are
available as single sessions
that cost as little as $20.

Class topics include
cooking, wine tasting, sew-
ing, painting, piano, dance,
conversational Spanish,
music technology, voiceover
coaching, investing, graph-
ic design, financial literacy,
retirement planning, Social

Security strategies, writ-

ing, starting a home busi-
ness, applying to college,
mediation, understanding
Al (artificial intelligence),
K-12 education (profession-
al development), and com-
puter technology (with spe-
cific classes geared toward
seniors).

Most classes meet in
the Kittredge Center for
Business and Workforce
Development on the
main HCC campus, 303
Homestead Ave, or on
Zoom. Cooking and wine
tasting classes meet at the
HCC MGM Culinary Arts
Institute, 164 Race St.

To see complete fall
course listings and sched-
ules, or to register, please
visit hee.edu/bes.

JOIN US FOR LIVE MUSIC!

Floyd Patterson
Friday, September 18th ~ 6-9 pm
All are welcome!

Wednesday Night

5-6:30 p.m. ~ weather permitting

Smoked BBQ Dinner
6:30pm

Bar Bingo

$1 per ticket ~ Winner takes all

7 Days A Week

Queen of Hearts
Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing Wednesdays at 5 pm

We at the American Legion 325
want to wish everyone
a safe and happy summer
and we hope to see you all soon!

AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
- 22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325




Coalition
hosting
candidate
forum

EASTHAMPTON -
A coalition of Hampshire
County Democratic Town
Committees (DTCs) will
host a candidate forum fea-
turing individuals running in
multiple local races, provid-
ing voters with a compre-
hensive opportunity to hear
directly from those seeking
to represent their community
ahead of the September 1st
Primary. It will be held at
Easthampton High School
on Aug. 10 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Designed to pro-
mote broad voter edu-
cation, the forum will
bring together candidates
for U.S. Representative,
Governor’s Council, State
Representative, and State
Senate. The event will allow
voters to compare perspec-
tives across races in a single,
accessible setting.

Candidates for
U.S. Representative and
Governor’s Council, the two
Sept. 1 contested primaries,
will have an opportunity to
present their campaigns and
answer questions.

Other candidates in the
district running for election
will introduce themselves.
The moderated portion will
be followed by a candidate
meet and greet.

Member FDIC | Member DIF
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HCC culinary arts instructor honored for innovation

HOLYOKE - Chef
Tracy Carter, chair of the
culinary arts department
at Holyoke Community
College, is the recipient of
the 2026 Innovation Award
from Real Milk California
and the Center for the
Advancement of Foodservice
Education (CAFE).

Carter was recognized
for expanding educational
access, strengthening com-
munity partnerships, and
reimagining how culinary
education is delivered.

“Chef Carter’s work
reflects her belief that inno-
vation in culinary education
is about creating systems
that better support students,
strengthen programs, and
are responsive to the evolv-
ing needs of the industry
and community,” said Lisa
M. Parrish, editor of CAFE’s
Gold Medal Classroom mag-
azine.

Specifically, Carter was
recognized for implement-
ing an educational program
called the Culinary Learning
Hub, a centralized, digital
platform designed to rein-

force in-person instruction
and provide students with
widely accessible learning
materials.

“By combining hands-
on instruction with struc-
tured digital reinforcement,
this approach represents a
new delivery model in the
college’s program,” Parrish
said.

Beginning in Fall 2026,
English 101 (Composition)
will be embedded within
the culinary arts education,
allowing students to com-
plete foundational course-
work within their learning
environment. The course
will be taught through a culi-
nary lens, aligning writing
instruction with students’
academic and professional
interests.

Another innovation
example comes from the
HCC culinary arts program’s
partnership with the United
Way of Pioneer Valley,
where Carter’s students serve
up to 200 free meals during a
monthly community dinner.
Carter also partnered with
the Springfield Symphony

Orchestra, producing month-
ly curated platters for musi-
cal events.

The Innovation Award
was presented at CAFE’s
July 2026 Leadership
Conference in Chicago. The
award included a $1,000
prize from Real California
Milk and a commemorative
plaque.

Carter is a graduate of
the International Culinary
Schools at the Art Institute
in Los Angeles. She grew
up in Springfield and joined
the HCC teaching staff in
2018 after living for sever-
al years in New York City,
where she worked as a free-
lance food stylist and culi-
nary producer at the Food
Network on shows such as
“Chopped,” preparing the
baskets of ingredients for the
cooks involved in the on-air
competitions, and working
alongside famous chefs like
Bobby Flay.

In 2025, Carter was
recipient of the Community
Outreach Award from CAFE
and the Auguste Escoffier
School of Culinary Arts.

Submitted photo

Chef Tracy Carter, left, chair of the HCC culinary arts program,
receives the 2026 Innovation Award from Jennifer Giambroni, vice
president of communications for Real Milk California.

Cooper’s accepting supply donations for Homework House

AGAWAM - For a lim-
ited time, Cooper’s Gifts,
Apparel, Home of Agawam,
Mass., is accepting class-
room supply donations for
Homework House, which is
located at 54 North Summer
Street Holyoke, MA 01040.

Homework House
strengthens our communi-
ty by promoting educational
success and providing free
tutoring and mentoring for
children living in economi-
cally disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods. Homework House
provides a safe and nurtur-
ing place for children to

A lot has changed these days. But one

thing that hasn’t is our commitment 1o
remain a Valley-based community bank.

Today. Tomorrow. Always.

grow and learn. Donations
will be collected at Cooper’s
now through August 31st .
“We invite everyone to help
out Homework House and
be entered to win a $100
Cooper’s Gift Card.” said
Kate Gourde, owner of
Cooper’s Gifts, Apparel,
Home.

Items to keep their
classrooms clean and well
stocked; disinfectant wipes,
facial tissues, paper towels,
copy paper, dry erase mark-
ers and erasers, card games
such as Uno, Go Fish and
flash cards, are their current

Wwe’re bran
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If you're looking for a bank that’s staying

frue to its roots, check us out. And see
what makes us different.

florencebank.com

needs. “We hope that while
people are out purchasing
items to send their children
back to school with, that
they will consider pick-
ing up a few extras for the
Homework House. And,
you’ll be entered into our
raffle!” said Gourde.

“We will swap a raf-
fle entry for every item
donated to the Homework
House. One lucky winner of
a $100 Cooper’s gift card
will be notified on Sept. 1.
Especially for people in the
Greater Springfield area,
it’s easier to bring dona-

tions here, and we are open
7 days a week,” Gourde
said. Items may be brought
to the shop anytime up
until August 31. Cooper’s
is located at 161 Main St.,
Agawam, Mass., and is open
daily 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sundays 12 to 4 p.m.
“This drive coincides
with Homework House as
our August Round-Up char-
ity; so, it’s the perfect time
to spread the word about
their mission and real-
ly help them out,” Gourde
said. Each month Gourde

BasEERsEEEN

SPECI

and get $400!*

Al

**Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is 3.75% as of July 6, 2026. Minimum deposit to open and earn the stated APY is $500. Anew or existing Florence Bank personal checking account is required to open the certificate of deposit and receive the stated APY. This account must be opened in person and is not available online. A penalty may be imposed for early
withdrawal. Interest will be compounded monthly and credited to the account monthly. Fees may reduce eamings. Offer may be withdrawn atany time.

Abwayd
Florence Bank.

OFFERS

NP Neeell\IN:10}\[IE 10-MONTH CD™

$400

Open a Free, Cashback,
or Rewards checking account

3.75%

*To earn the $400.00 account bonus deposit, you must open a new personal checking account online or atany of our branches using Promo Code HOLYOKE and set up and receive Qualifying Checking Account Direct Deposits totaling $1,500.00 or more within 90 calendar days of account opening. This offer is only available to new personal checking
customers and is limited to one per customer. Florence Bank employees and all existing Florence Bank checking customers, including those with any relationship to any other Florence Bank checking account, or those who closed a checking account within the last 180 calendar days, are not eligible. Qualifying Direct Deposits are regular, periodic
automated clearing house (ACH) credits, which may include payroll, salary, pension, or government payments (such as Social Security). Deposits from the Real- Time Payments (RTP) network, payments through peer-to-peer networks such as PayPal, Zelle, Venmo or others, do not qualify as direct deposits. Rewards Checking Annual Percentage Yield (APY)
will equal 0.25% when your daily balance range is equal to or greater than $.01 but less than $25,000.01. When your balance is equal to or greater than $25,000.01, your APY will range from 0.25% to 0.21%, assuming a principal balance of $35,000.00. This offer may be withdrawn at any time. The $400.00 bonus is considered income and may be
reported on IRS form 1099-INT s required by applicable law. Available as of July 6, 2026. Promotional Bonus Payment: If you meet the eligibility and qualifications above, we will post the $400 bonus to your account within 14 business days of the completion of the 90-calendar day qualifying period.

chooses a local charity to
receive the profits of the
store’s Round-Up Program
through which customers
are invited to round up their
purchase total to the nearest
dollar amount. Gourde will
then match 50% of the total
collected. The program has
donated more than $68,000
to local organizations since
its inception in 2014. More
information on the Round
Up program and how to
nominate a charity may be
found on Cooper’s website
www.coopersgifts.com/
round-up/.

ching out.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

When should my wife
file for spouse benefits?

Dear Rusty:

My wife is 66 (born
February 1960) and start-
ed taking Social Security
retirement benefits just over
one year ago at age 65.

She was a stay-at-
home Mom for most of her
adult life. I turned 62 this
past March and received my
first SS payment recently
for a May 2026 start. We
are scheduled to meet with
SSA in late July to initiate
spousal benefits because my
wife’s current benefits are
less than 50% of mine.

We also have an adult
disabled son, who receives
Supplemental Security
Income and Social Security
benefits (this split in benefit
sources happened after my
wife filed - that whole pro-
cess was confusing and we
don’t understand it).

My question relates to
spousal benefits (I was a
career finance person but
don’t completely under-
stand these rules). We were
going to file in July but is
there any benefit to waiting
until she turns 67?2 And will
her 50% benefit be 50% of
my lower benefit due to my
filing at 62 or is that based
on another amount?
Signed: Confused Finance

Guy

Dear Confused:

First, be aware that
your wife’s spousal bene-
fit will be based on her age
when she claims it, and half
of your Full Retirement
Age, (although you claimed
at 62, her benefit as your
spouse will still be based on
your FRA entitlement).

Because she claimed
her SS retirement at 65,
your wife will not get 50%
of your FRA entitlement;
rather she will get her own
reduced SS retirement ben-
efit (which was reduced by
about 13% from her FRA
entitlement) plus a “spousal
boost.” The amount of that
“boost” will be the differ-
ence between her own FRA
entitlement and half of your
FRA entitlement, but that
boost amount will also be
reduced because she will be
claiming in July before her
FRA.

Your wife will reach
her FRA in February 2027,
so by claiming her spou-
sal boost in July her boost
amount will be reduced by
about 5% and the “boost”
will be added to her already
reduced SS retirement
about. The result will be
your wife’s benefit as your
spouse will be less than
50% of your FRA enti-
tlement. And, FYI, your
wife will be automatically
deemed to be filing for her
spousal benefit, she will not
be able to defer claiming it.

As your son is now col-
lecting SS benefits based
on your wife’s personal
SS record, you should ask
Social Security to switch
him over to payments based
on your record because you
have the higher SS benefit.

FYI, because your
son is now receiving
Supplemental Security
Income, the SS disability
benefit he receives will off-
set by his SSI benefit, and
the payment amount will
consist of two sources - SSI
and SSDI. Nevertheless,
he cannot get more than
50% of your SS retirement
amount and will likely
be affected by the Family
Maximum, which may fur-
ther reduce his SSDI enti-
tlement.

Your wife’s benefit as
your spouse will also be
affected by the “Family
Maximum,” which limits
how much can be paid on
any one person’s SS record
(on your SS record).

That also means that
your wife will not get a
full 50% of your FRA enti-
tlement; rather she will
get less because the fami-
ly maximum limits how
much all your dependents
can receive to somewhere
between 50% and 88% of
your FRA benefit amount
(after subtracting your own
SS entitlement).

That also means that
your son’s SS payment, as
well as your wife’s SS pay-
ment as your spouse, will
be reduced to less than 50%
of your FRA entitlement.
SSA will be able to guide
you through the Family
Maximum calculations for
both your son and your wife
when you meet.

To recap all of this: a)
your wife will be automati-
cally deemed to be filing for
her spousal benefit; she can-
not delay until her FRA. b)
her amount as your spouse
will be less than 50% of
your SS FRA entitlement.
And c) both your wife’s and
your son’s SS benefit will
likely be also affected by
the Family Maximum and,
thus, be less than half of
your FRA entitlement.

Nevertheless, it was
likely the right decision
to claim as you have, con-
sidering that your son and
wife have been receiving SS
benefits for some time now,
and both will continue to
receive more as your depen-
dents.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affili-
ated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

THE NEAREST
CAMPGROUND,
PLEASE...

Privet pruning Ieads to instruction

very year when
we head
off

the Cape, the

“yard” talk

becomes priv-

ets, and bun-

nies, but that

is a whole other

column.

When we
visited in June, the
privets where we stay had
been cut way back in an
effort to reduce height and
width. This trip, I noticed
those cuts had grown back
nicely, achieving the desired
results.

Read on while we
revisit a column from the
archives on pruning hedges.

A living hedge offers
multi-seasonal interest. A
number of shrubs suited
for hedges flower or have
appealing fall leaf color.

Others are evergreen
and fulfill the “need for
green” even in the offsea-
son.

Some make great homes
for wildlife, and others are
the perfect backdrop for our
holiday decorations.

Whatever the case, a
hedge doesn’t have to be old
and overgrown to require
your attention. Perhaps it is
a little misshapen, or too tall
and gangly. Maybe it has
lots of dead wood.

Anyway, there is no
time like the present to get
out the loppers and hand
clippers and do some prun-
ing.

Old and overgrown

Hedges that fall into
this category should be reju-
venated over the course of
three years. The general
rule of thumb is to remove
no more than one-third of a
shrub’s mass at one time.

Working from the inte-
rior of each plant, cut out
the oldest stems first to
ground level. Fresh new
growth will fill in the gaps.

Repeat in years two and
three, until all the old wood
has been pruned away. If
you prune more drastical-
ly than recommended, there
will be less leaf power for
photosynthesis, and vigor
may be reduced; curb your
impatience and stick to the
three year rule.

Misshapen

Hedges can sometimes
be disproportionate and
appear top or bottom-heavy.
Proper pruning can alleviate
this problems.

Before horticulture col-
lege, it never occurred to me
that I could determine the

3¢

direction in which my shrub
will grow based on the prun-

ing cuts I make. I used to
think I was merely shorten-
ing stems!

Grab a branch and
examine the buds closely.
Some point inward while
others point out. Voila!

For a top-heavy shrub
make cuts at inward facing
buds on the upper section-
this will curb outward fac-
ing growth. On the lower
portion make your cuts at
buds facing out to encourage
outer branching.

Best cuts are made on
a 45 degree angle just after
the bud of choice. Try this
pruning method on privet.

Too tall and gangly

Hedges that are tall and
thin need more than just “a
little off the top.” Here you
will employ pruning strat-
egies that you’ve already
learned.

Cut deep into the plant
to bring down its height,
then prune the sides of the
shrub to outward facing
buds to encourage a wider
hedge.

This technique works
especially well with hedg-
es comprised of Rose of
Sharon.

or
mers and simply

remove new growth

N each season.

Lots of dead wood
The quickest way to
prune a hedge has always
been to employ shears
electric trim-

Unfortunately this
method makes for lots of
green leaves at the plant’s
tips but for very little on the
interior of the shrub.

If you should decide
you want to reduce the over-
all size of the hedge you
will be in for trouble — all
that will be visible is dead
wood. Start making “win-
dows” now by cutting out
large stems back to main
branches.

Light will penetrate
inside the plant spawning
lots of fresh green growth.
Eventually you will be able
to cut the hedge back to that
point. The three year, one-
third rule that I spoke of
earlier should apply here as
well.

Boxwood and yews
benefit from this type of
rejuvenation.

Kudos to the privet
pruner; you did well!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 34 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the Serving the ciy since 1995
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We Want to
Hear From You

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibellli
thesun@turley.com
sports@turley.com

ADVERTISING SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun
is published every Friday by
Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069.
Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.
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{at

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
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(413) 283-8393
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24 Water Street
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returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

L etters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

or something the size
Fof a walnut, the pros-

tate looms large in
men’s imaginations and con-
cerns as they age. That said,
a recently published report
said only about 6% of men
talk to their doctors about
prostate cancer screening.

Now, obviously, I'm not
a guy so I have no personal
experience. But 40% of men
who were surveyed in 2025
said they’d rather stew in
traffic or watch their favor-
ite sports team lose than talk
about prostate health with
their doctors, even though
about one in eight men will
be diagnosed with prostate
cancer in their lifetime.

Some doctors feel that
discussions regarding urinary
symptoms and sexual health
are very personal in nature
and can sometimes make
patients feel self-conscious.

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr.,

VOUr
health

So, let’s demystify this
little troublemaker and see
if we can encourage greater
awareness and conversation.

Where it is and
what it does

The prostate is tucked
below the bladder and is
involved in urinary and
sexual health. It adds fluid
to semen and helps mus-
cle it out of the urethra. It
weighs about an ounce, and,
though it starts out small, it
tends to get larger as a man
ages. This condition is called
BPH, benign prostatic hyper-
plasia, which is believed to
be brought on by hormonal
changes.

The urinary symptoms
that come with BPH are
unpleasant: frequent need to
urinate, especially at night;
an inability to empty the
bladder; possible urinary
tract infections. So even if

Chicopee

In The News ¢

The gland guys don’t want to talk about

the symptoms aren’t particu-
larly bothersome, you should
still mention them to your
doctor and head off more
serious complications.
What about
prostate cancer?

Prostate cancer is the
second most common cancer
in men, the first being skin
cancer. As with most can-
cers, the earlier it’s detected
the better the treatment out-
comes. There’s a 97% sur-
vival rate, but treatments like
surgery and radiation some-
times result in lifelong com-
plications such as urinary
incontinence and erectile
dysfunction.

No wonder it’s some-
thing men don’t want to nec-
essarily discuss. However, if
you’re between the ages of
55 or 69, have a family his-
tory of prostate cancer or are
African American, it’s wise
to at least talk to your doctor
about it or not brush it off if
the doctor brings it up.

Why? Because in its
later stages, the cancer can
spread to the bones and
lymph nodes. At that point,
treatment focuses on man-
aging symptoms and main-
taining quality of life rather
than attempting to cure the
disease.

How it’s detected

Getting screened and
treated for prostate cancer
involves highly individualized
decisions, ones that should be
made in conjunction with a
urologist rather than a family
practitioner. A private patient
advocate with medical exper-
tise can help with such deci-
sions because prostate cancer
screening is not universally
recommended.

The standard blood test,
which looks for levels of pros-
tate-specific antigen (PSA), is
not a perfect indicator of can-
cer and can lead to unneces-
sary procedures, such as biop-
sies. There are now non-inva-
sive MRI tests for the prostate
that may be more reliable than
PSA. Researchers are marry-
ing MRI with ultrasound to
provide more accurate biopsy
results.

Also, many prostate
cancers are slow-grow-
ing and may never become
life-threatening, particularly
if a man is 70 or older. In that
case, a urologist may rec-
ommend active surveillance

]A VOCACY
Enterprises

PATIENT
ADVOCACY

rather than treatment.
Treatments are evolving

As with many cancers,
researchers are using hor-
monal, genetic and immune
therapies to treat more
advanced cases of prostate
cancer. In 2023, the FDA
approved enzalutamide for
some men who are at high
risk of their cancer spread-
ing but don’t show signs that
it’s come back. Research is
ongoing into whether these
therapies help men live lon-
ger with better quality of life.

On the genetic front,
some people inherit factors
that limit their body’s abil-
ity to repair DNA damage.
Such tumors can be treat-
ed with PARP inhibitors,
which “turns off” a specific
enzyme. Researchers are also
looking into vaccines and
other forms of immunothera-
py to help the body be more
effective at killing prostate
cancer cells.

The same things you
do for overall health also
help your prostate: good
diet, exercise, no tobacco.

Teri Frykenberg, RN
Founder and Conference Chair

\ O CONSULTING

Supplements advertised as
supporting prostate health
have not been studied exten-
sively, so don’t expect much
in the way of results.

But I think the most
important thing men can do
is talk to their doctors -- and
to each other — about prostate
health.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate,
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for
Yourself & Your Loved
Ones” and her new book,
“Advocating Well: Strategies
for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health
Care,” available at Amazon.
com. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

NEPAC

New England Patient Advocacy Conference

NEPAC 2026

October 12-13, 2026

: Worcester, MA
41 3'377'1 433 We Buy Gold in Any Condition | ) \

Is At An All-Time High!
10% Extra Cash 25% Extra

Support for patients and families.
Training for professional patient advocates.
Expert guidance and consulting.

LEARN MORE
www.nurseadvocateentrepreneur.com

REGISTER TODAY
www.patientadvocacyconference.com
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9. Database management

19. Assigns tasks

21. Popular type of cigar
22. Discounts

23. The whole quantity

24. New York Giants legend
25. Indicates before

28. Lentils

29. Extremely angry

31. Body part

33. “North Star State”

36. David __, US playwright

41. In a way, improved

56. Shameless

60. Horizontal passage from
the surface into a mine

61. Indian respectful titles

62. Fail to entertain

63. Dried-up

64. Central Utah city

65. Southern U.S.

66. German river

CLUES ACROSS 38. Lower and raise one’s  CLUES DOWN
1. Bleated head 1. Curved segment
6. Snakelike fish 39. Private rendezvous 2. Wings

3. Yellowish volatile

system 44, A place to play 4. Makes less severe 35. Fungal sacs
13. Social evolution 45, Astronomical period of 5. Debit note 37. The law of God
anthropologist Service 18 years 6. Overhang revealed to Moses
14. American rocker Grohl  46. Automobile 7. The nights before 40. A woolen cap of
15. Greek personification of ~ 48. Something you can take 8. Type of light Scottish origin
compassion 49, A radio band 9. Lacking enthusiasm 42. A promise
16. Negatives 51. Jaws of a voracious 10. Tattle 43. Challenges
17. Rescued animal 11. Some is “heavy” 47. British Air Aces
18. Self-immolation by fire  52. Short-billed rails 12. One who is canonized ~ 49. Large bank
ritual 54. Chinese province 14. Indicates date and 50. Served as an omen

place of writing
20. “Olaf” actor Josh
21. Fragmented rock
23.They __

26. Backside

intimacy

17. “Peace” in Arabic

25. Advanced degree

27. Influential architect
and design couple

67. Necessary for breathing ~ 29. An act of undue

68. Put into play

30. Words from which
later words are derived

32. 10 meters

34. Neither

liquid

52. Cavalry sword

53. Vaccine developer

55. Belgian WW2
resistance leader Jules

56. Italian Seaport

57. Hip joint

58. __ Clapton, musician

59. Insect repellent

61. Constrictor snake

65 “The First State”
(abbr.)

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION

Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Your =2
Community

Church

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

First Lutheran Church
1810 Northampton St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
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» InThe News
BUDGE 7; from page 1

tation, health insurance and
retirement contributions.

The school budget FY27
Net School Spending (NSS)
appropriation is projected at
approximately $125.4 mil-
lion, an increase of approx-
imately $4.66 million, or
3.86% from FY26.

“Continued increases in
education-related expendi-
tures remain heavily influ-
enced by state funding for-
mulas, transportation obli-
gations, special education
costs, and contractual com-
mitments,” Garcia said in his
initial budget announcement.

Additionally, school
transportation costs have
gone up to $12.5 million,

which is an increase of
approximately $590,688, or
5.0%, over FY26.

The health insurance
budget also increased sig-
nificantly due to growth in
employee health costs. The
amount for FY27 is $14.9
million, which is an increase
of $1.12 million, or 8.17%
from FY26.

Finally, retirement costs
increased from FY26 due to
the Retirement Board’s goal
of having pensions fully
funded by 2033.

Retirement appropriation
is $13.69 million for FY27,
which is a substantial change
from $13.15 million in FY26.

Garcia wanted to support
these costs while continuing
to maintain key functions of
the city.

» Public Notices

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com; ID:
827 3536 5267; CALL IN 1 646
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to the
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, a
Special Permit for a Parking Re-
duction (Sec 6.1.7) submitted by
Palladium Holdings, LLC (2026-
14) located at 61-69 Suffolk
Street (012-06-005).

For a complete copy of the
application and site plan, contact
the Planning Department at (413)
322-5575.

APPLICANT:

Palladium Holdings LLC

PLANNING BOARD:

Lauren Niles, Chairperson

08/07, 08/14/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1658EA
Estate of:

Mary Jean Glesmann
Also known as:
Mary J Glesmann
Date of Death: 07/09/2026

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Michael J Curtin of
Holyoke, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that Mi-
chael J Curtin of Holyoke, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 09/03/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 30, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/07/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.

The city council only
cut about $45,000 from the
budget. They cut budgets for
unfilled positions across sev-
eral departments.

The reason for these cuts
were to prevent unnecessary
costs in the budget. If posi-
tions are not even filled yet
there is no need to put money
toward them, as the money
may not be used until several
months into the fiscal year.

Holyoke anticipates that
they will get $3.4 million in
general municipal state aid
and approximately $113.4 in
school-related state aid.

This anticipated aid was
accounted for in the process
of making the budget.

At the top of the council
meeting for passing the bud-
get, City Councilor Howard

HD26P1631GD
In the matter of:
Robert Hills
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
CITATION GIVING NOTICE
OF PETITION FOR
APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent and
all other interested persons, a pe-
tition has been filed by CareOne
Holyoke of Holyoke, MA in the
above captioned matter alleging
that Robert Hills is in need of
a Guardian and requesting that
Nancy Godbout of Granby,
MA (or some other suitable per-
son) be appointed as Guardian
to serve Without Surety on the
bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance at
this court on or before 10:00 a.m.
on the return date of 08/27/2026.
This day is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline date by which you
have to file the written appear-
ance if you object to the petition.
If you fail to file the written ap-
pearance by the return date, ac-
tion may be taken in this matter
without further notice to you. In
addition to filing the written ap-
pearance, you or your attorney
must file a written affidavit stat-
ing the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30 days
after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this proceed-
ing may limit or completely
take away the above-named
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Greaney did propose a 2%
budget cut across the board.

“With the economic con-
ditions in this city I think it
would be wise of us to bite
the bullet and cut this bud-
get,” Greaney said.

Other councilors dis-
agreed with this general cut,
as it would impact every sin-
gle department indiscrimi-
nately.

“That 2% would be
to cut police, cut fire, cut
DPW, cut collective bar-
gaining agreements, which
would probably be illegal,”
Councilor Patti Devine said.

The council voted
against this general cut. In
the end the only cuts made
were the approximately
$45,000 to various unfilled
positions.

person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 29, 2026
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
08/07/2026

MORTGAGEE’S

SALE OF REAL ESTATE

By virtue and in execution
of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
HOLYOKE REAL ESTATE,
LLC, to FLORENCE BANK,
dated August 26, 2019, and re-
corded on August 27, 2019, with
the Hampden County Registry
of Deeds in Book 22822, Page
355, of which mortgage the un-
dersigned is the present holder
by virtue of Assignment of Mort-
gage from Florence Bank, dated
April 23, 2026, and recorded in
said Registry of Deeds in Book
26313, Page 324, for breach of
the conditions of the said mort-
gage and for the purpose of fore-
closing, the same will be sold at
public auction at 10:00 a.m. on
the Twenty-seventh (27th) day of
August, 2026, at the mortgaged
premises described below, to wit,
642-648 High Street, Holyoke,
Massachusetts, all and singular,
the premises in said Holyoke,
Hampden County, Massachu-
setts, described in said Mortgage,
to wit:

PARCEL ONE

Beginning at a point on the
easterly side of High Street, one
hundred twenty three and 81/100
(123.81) feet northerly from the
northerly side of Sargeant Street;
and thence running

N 36°46’ 41” E along High
Street thirty-one &  19/100
(31.19) feet; thence turning and
running

S 53° 13’ 19” E a distance
of eighty-eight (88) feet to the
center line of a sixteen (16) foot
alleyway; thence turning and
running

S36° 46 41” W a distance of
thirty-one & 19/100 (31.19) feet
along said centerline of the alley-
way; thence turning and running

N53° 13* 19” W a distance of
eighty-eight feet to the place of
beginning.

Containing 2,745 square feet
more or less and being Parcel 2
on a plan entitled “Plan of Land
for Dean and Mary Jo Nowak”
drawn by Pharmer Engineering
Corporation, Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts, recorded in Plan Book
224, Page 105.

Together with the right and
easement to enter Parcel 1 on
said plan to service, maintain, re-
new, or construct gas lines for the
service of said Parcel 2.

Subject to restrictions and
reservations of record, including
alleyway restrictions, if in force
and in effect.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the Mortgagor herein
by deed of Anjana International,
LLC dated August , 2019 and
recorded in the Hampden County
Registry of Deeds immediately
prior hereto.

PARCEL TWO

Beginning at a point in the
easterly side of High Street,
one hundred fifty-five (155) feet
northerly from the northerly side
of Sargeant Street, and thence
running

NORTHEASTERLY on said

ENERGK from page 1

people should avoid plug-
ging multiple high-energy
devices into the same out-
let, inspect cords for dam-
age before use, and follow
manufacturer’s instructions
for installing and operating
devices.

“If breakers are fre-
quently tripping, outlets
feel warm, or lights flicker

when equipment is running,
we recommend contacting
a qualified electrician to
evaluate the home’s electri-
cal system,” Sullivan said.

HG&E also offers a
surge protection program
that will safeguard appli-
ances. People can learn
more about this at https://
www.hged.com/services/
electric-service/surge-pro-
tection.aspx/.
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High Street, fifty (50) feet; thence
SOUTHEASTERLY and at
right angles to said High Street,
eighty-eight (88) feet to the cen-
ter line of an alley or common
passageway (which passageway
is sixteen (16) feet wide run-
ning from said Sargeant Street to
Hampshire Street); thence

SOUTHWESTERLY on said
center line of said alley and par-
allel with said High Street, fifty
(50) feet; thence

NORTHWESTERLY in a
straight line, eight-eight (88) feet
to the place of beginning; con-
taining four thousand four hun-
dred (4,400) square feet, more
or less.

Together with and subject to
possible rights to alleyway as set
forth in the deed and shown on
the plan recorded in Plan Book
224, Page 105.

Subject to encumbrances of
record.

Being the same premises con-
veyed to the Mortgagor herein
by deed of Anjana International,
LLC immediately prior hereto.

Said premises will be sold sub-
ject to any and all unpaid taxes
and other municipal assessments
and liens, prior liens, mortgages
and other enforceable encum-
brances of record having prior-
ity over the mortgage described
herein, and subject to, and with
the benefit of, all easements, re-
strictions, improvements, reser-
vations and conditions of record,
and all tenancies and/or rights of
parties in possession, including
rights or claims to personal prop-
erty installed by tenants or for-
mer tenants now located on the
premises, and including, without
limitation, the Party Wall Agree-
ment dated March 25, 2020,
and recorded in said Registry of
Deeds in Book 23159, Page 104.
It shall be the bidder’s sole re-
sponsibility to ascertain all items
described in this paragraph and
no representations are made con-
cerning compliance with appli-
cable zoning, building, sanitary
or other state and/or municipal
laws, ordinances or regulations.

TERMS OF SALE: FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS
($5,000.00) will be required to be
paid in cash or by certified check
or bank cashier’s check by the
purchaser at the time and place
of sale. The balance is to be paid
in cash or by certified or bank ca-
shier’s check and the deed shall
be delivered within twenty-one
(21) days after the public auc-
tion at the offices of HASHIM &
SPINOLA, 82 Wendell Avenue,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts. The
purchaser will be responsible for
all the closing costs, recording
fees, deed stamps and shall be
required to sign an Auctioneer’s
Memorandum containing the
terms of this sale.

In the event the successful bid-
der shall default in purchasing
the within described premises
according to the terms of this
Notice of Sale and/or the terms
of the Memorandum of Sale ex-
ecuted at the time of the fore-
closure, the Mortgagee reserves
the right to sell the property by
Foreclosure Deed to the second
highest bidder provided that
the second highest bidder shall
deposit with the Mortgagee’s
attorneys, HASHIM & SPINO-
LA, the amount of the required
deposit as set forth herein with-
in three (3) business days after
written Notice of Default of the
previous highest bidder, and title
shall be conveyed to the said sec-
ond highest bidder within twenty
(20) days of said written notice.

This sale may be post-
poned or adjourned from time
to time, if necessary, by the at-
torney for the mortgagee at the

A

scheduled time and place of sale.
The description for the premises
contained in said Mortgage shall
control in the event of a typo-
graphical error in this publica-
tion.

Other terms, if any, to be an-
nounced at the time and place of
sale.

REO PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT, LLC
Holder of Said Mortgage

Date: July 24, 2026

FROM THE OFFICES OF:
HASHIM & SPINOLA
Attorneys for the Mortgagee
82 Wendell Avenue
Pittsfield, MA 01201

(413) 499-1304

AUCTIONEER:
MARCELLA ASSOCIATES
LICENSE NO. 1687

44 Lake Street

Dalton, MA 01226

07/31, 08/07, 08/14/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
NATURAL GAS WELDING
SERVICES ANNUAL
CONTRACT - REBID

Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric Dept. until 2:00
p-m., August 26, 2026, at the
Office of the Manager, 99 Suf-
folk St., Holyoke, MA 01040,
at which time proposals will be
publicly opened and read.

Bid Deposit:

A Bid Deposit in the amount
of $6,250 must accompany all
bids and may be in the form of a
certified, treasurer’s, or cashier’s
check payable to HG&E from a
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny; cash; or a bid bond from a li-
censed surety payable to HG&E.
Prevailing Wage Rates:

Rates, which are to apply to the
work, are set by the Mass. Dept.
of Labor & Industries.

Additional information may
be obtained from:

Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept.
99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 536-9308
cwong @hged.com

The right is hereby reserved
to reject any or all proposals, or
to accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
in the best interest of the City of
Holyoke.

Please mark sealed envelopes,
“Bid for Natural Gas Welding
Services Annual Contract RE-
BID” and address them to:

James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept.
99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

08/07/2026

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, August 25, 2026, at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com ID:
827 3536 5267; CALL IN *67
646 558 8656 to hear, pursuant to
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance,
Section 6.4.6.4, a Special Permit
for an Increase in Sign Size and
for Multiple Signs for Stop and
Shop - Agnoli Sign Co, Inc. at
2265 Northampton Street, Holy-
oke, MA (116-00-019)

The complete application may
be viewed through the Holyoke
Planning Dept M-F, 8:30-4 p.m.

Applicant:

Agnoli Sign Co, Inc.

Planning Board:

Lauren Niles, Chairperson

08/07, 08/14/2026
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CF Arbor reaches
PVSSL semifinals

SOUTH HADLEY - In
last week’s PVSSL summer
playofts, the CF Arbor Men’s
soccer team, which was the
No. 4 seed in the playoffs,
was able to advance into the
semifinals and took on Mt.

Carmel, which defeated CF
by a score a 2-0, ending CF
Arbor’s chances of reaching
the championship game this
year. Mt. Carmel would
capture this year’s men’s
championship.

Ryan Sunshine
socks a free kick

T ppegeEere

Landry Kwawu goes to meet up with a loose ball.

Pridty, o 1

Owen Dieterle heads up the field.

Tyler Lewis advances up the
field.

Troy Remillard outplays an opponent for the ball.

TURLEY PHOTOS BY DAVID HENRY WWW.SWEETDOGPHOTOS.COM

acebook.com/turleysports

Nate Woodland makes a catch
for the A’s during regular season
action in the Valley Wheel
league.

Adam Strain fields a grounder.

Valley Wheel reg

WILBRAHAM - The
regular season has concluded
for the Valley Wheel Over-
28 Baseball League, one of
several adult baseball leagues
that plays in the region. This
year, with play concluding
this past Sunday, the Angels
were able to finish the regu-
lar season with the top record,

www.sports.turley.com

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Pitcher Mike Bielen
fires to the plate.

Ken Schubert heads to second.

Mike Burgos pitches in
a game for the Orioles
on July 26.

going 11-4. The Angels
matched the Twins with the
same record, but won two out
of three head-to-head for the
tiebreaker advantage in the
playoffs. The Orioles finished
third and the Cubs overcame
the A’s by tiebreaker for the
final of four playoff spots.
The semifinals for the league

ular season ends

e

are set for this Sunday at Spec
Pond in Wilbraham. In the
first matchup, the No. 2 Twins
host the No. 3 Orioles at 2:30
p-m. Then, the top-seeded
Angels face No. 4 Cubs at 6
p-m.

The championship game
will be held on Sunday, Aug.
16 at Spec Pond at 3 p.m.

Blue Sox fall in Game 1 of first New England Collegiate Baseball League playoff series

SANFORD - The Valley
Blue Sox (0-1 postseason)
dropped Game 1 of their
first-round NECBL playoff
series against the Sanford
Mainers (1-0 postseason),
5-2. This marks the first time
that the Blue Sox have lost to
the Mainers this season, as
Valley won the two previous
outings.

The first inning
remained scoreless for both
teams, but the Mainers got
themselves on the board in
the second. Nater Watcher

(UConn) hit a 2-run home
run out to left field with
Steven Kraus (Binghamton)
on base to give Sanford an
early 2-0 lead.

Valley, however, was
able to tie the game back up
shortly in the fourth after
Mainers’ pitcher Andrew
Middleton (Maryland) had a
lackluster inning, allowing 2
runs and 3 hits.

Nick Spaventa (UPenn)
got the first run to score
when he singled to the short-
stop, who made an error,

which allowed Esteban
Garcia (Boston College) to
score and Spaventa to
advance to second.
Anthony Tirado

up to bat with
the bases load-
ed when he sin-
gled to third
base, sending

(Penn State) then hit [§2) /PR Albert De
a sacrifice fly pall- :‘ La Rosa
to right-cen- \‘ ]- S( (Maine)
ter, letting Q, 9 = 4 )) a n d
Spaventa make N ( .Brian
his way around Connolly

the bases to tie the game 2-2.

While it seemed like it
was panning out to be a close
game, Sanford broke things
open in the sixth. Kraus was

(Rhode Island) home to
score, breaking the tie 4-2.
The Blue Sox loaded
up the bases once again for
Sanford, but it was Valley

who sent the run home for
the Mainers when Michael
Goodman (UMass) hit
Brennan Staubley (Elon)
with a pitch, forcing in the
fifth tally for the Mainers.

While the Blue Sox still
had plenty of time to mount
an offense, the Mainers’
pitching staff locked it
down, retiring batters in
order over the final three
innings.

“You got to tip your cap
when [Sanford’s pitching]
does their job,” said head

coach John Raiola post-
game. “We had some tough
at-bats; it’s tough to string
a bunch of hits together
against guys like that.”

Though it was not the
result the Blue Sox were
looking for, Raiola still has
full confidence in his team’s
ability to win Game 2.

“The fun thing about
getting to this time of the
year [is] it truly can be any
random person who puts one
good swing on a ball that
changes the game.”
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CHICOPEE - The sec-
ond-seeded Rumbleseat
defeated KO Elites 2-0 in
the semifinals of the Pioneer
Valley Summer Soccer
League playoffs in the Men’s

Rumbleseat advances #%
to finals of playoffs =

Division. Rumbleseat would
move into the finals last
Friday evening to take on Mt.
Carmel. Highlights and pho-
tos from that game will be in
next week’s edition.

Kyle Girourd starts a move up the field.

Jake Thibideau advances up the field.

Evan Ricelli possesses the ball.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jack Leland traps the ball and tries to outmaneuver and opponent.

o -

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds
announced hiring Brandon
Wildung as Goaltending Coach.

Wildung, 32, joins the
T-Birds and replaces Dan
Stewart, who was appointed
Goaltending Coach by the New

Jersey Devils earlier this month.
Wildung most recently served as
Associate Head Coach for the
USHL’s Sioux Falls Stampede
from 2024-26, where he helped
the Stampede to a Clark Cup
championship this past season.
Prior to his coaching

career, the Nassau, Minn.
native stood between the pipes
for four NCAA seasons with
Mercyhurst University from
2014 to 2018 before skating
in seven pro games with the
ECHL’s Utah Grizzlies and
Manchester Monarchs.

Springfield Thunderbirds pick up new goalies coach

Wildung began his junior
coaching career as an assis-
tant coach with the Stampede
in 2022-23, then served as an
assistant coach in 2023-24 for
Augustana University, the pro-
gram’s first season as an NCAA
Division I school.

Patrick Emerling picks up win at Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, NH -
If there’s any end in sight to
Patrick Emerling’s current
dominance of the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour, it
wasn’t visible Saturday, July
25 at Monadnock Speedway.

The Orchard Park, NY
speedster won the fifth annu-
al JDV Productions Duel At
The Dog energized by USNE
Power Modified main event
at the storied high-banked
oval, using his third consec-
utive Tour victory to stay
atop the points parade and,
as an added bonus, picked up
an additional $5,000 check
for topping the three-race
JDV Whelen Midsummer
Championship.

And he did it with rel-
ative ease. Beating Tyler
Rypkema to the checkers
by 2.321 seconds, Emerling
now has 13 Whelen Modified
Tour victories to his cred-
it, two of them scored at
Monadnock.

With a huge crowd on
hand for the JDV Duel event,

other winners Saturday at
the fast quarter-mile includ-
ed Granite State Pro Stock
Series rocketman DJ Shaw,
and third-year Pro Truck
Challenge hot shoe Jason
Paquette, who scored his first
career Pro Truck victory in
front of the thundering Duel
at The Dog crowd.

Matt Hirschman set fast
time in Whelen Modified
Tour qualifying, touring the
high banks in 11.836 sec-
onds. The Keystone State
hot shoe was one of ten
drivers in the 21-car field to
turn sub-12 second laps. It
was the third week in a row
that Hirschman had set fast
time but a top-ten redraw
Saturday would place him
ninth on the starting grid
for the night’s 200-lap main
event.

Jon McKennedy, a
winner of many events at
Monadnock over the years,
started on the pole, with
defending Tour Champion
Austin Beers at his side.

At their bumpers, were six-
time Champion Doug Coby
and Emerling. McKennedy
quickly took charge.

With Coby, Beers, and
Ronnie Williams riding in
his shadow, McKennedy
would lead the first 35 laps.
Emerling, content to survey
the task before him, moved
up to third on lap 18.

The first lead change
occurred on lap 37, with
Beers low-lining to the front.
Two circuits later, his mir-
ror was filled by Emerling.
He would take charge on a
lap 86 restart and never look
back. Beers would stay right
with him on restarts, rac-
ing wheel-to-wheel with the
eventual race winner, but
each time Emerling would
again best him and pull away.

Tyler Rypkema, aboard
the fabled Boehler Old Blue,
blasted into second on lap
137, actually inching ahead
of Emerling to lead lap 148
by inches, but two go-rounds
later, the Empire State star

was back in front to stay.
Rypkema’s strong sec-
ond-place performance was
his third Whelen Modified
Tour runner-up finish of the
summer.

Beers held strong to earn
the third-place hardware, fol-
lowed by 15-year-old rookie
sensation Paulie Hartwig III
and Tommy Catalano.

Positions six through
ten went to Teddy Hodgdon,
Eric Goodale, McKennedy,
Coby, and Stephen Kopcik.
Hirschman, after his prom-
ising start, finished 12th on
the night.

Second generation
superstar DJ Shaw did
what’s become expect-
ed of him in big northeast
Pro Stock events Saturday.
The Center Conway, NH
ace patiently worked his
way to the front in the 100-
lap Granite State Pro Stock
Series main event, pounced
at the first opportunity, and
then sped off to victory.

Teen star Cole Robie —

the series’ defending cham-
pion and defending Duel at
the Dog Champion — set fast
time in Pro Stock qualify-
ing Saturday with a lap of
12.136 seconds, but a redraw
put Tom Carey III and Cory
Casagrande up front as the
race went green.

Carey, with Casagrande
glued to his bumper, had
the best seat in the house
for the first 72 circuits, but
Shaw — from row three — was
methodically working his
way to the front. Taking third
from points leader Jeremy
Sorel on lap 11, he was con-
tent to sit there until low-lin-
ing into turn three 40 laps
later to swipe second from
Casagrande.

With the same move
on lap 73, Shaw was at the
front and off to the races,
Casagrande kept it close,
but there was no stop-
ping Shaw once he was in
front. Saturday’s big Duel
At The Dog score was his
second GSPSS victory of

the summer.

With Casagrande hold-
ing strong for a close second,
Carey’s strong performance
brought him home third.
Hudson, NH’s Joey Pole was
fourth under the checkers,
and Robie completed the top
five.

Pro Truck Challenge
driver Jason Paquette
couldn’t have picked a bet-
ter day to earn his first win.
Racing in front of the huge
Duel crowd, the Scotland,
CT hot shoe took the lead
from pole starter Nate Smith
on lap 26 and then held age-
less wonder Duane Noll at
his bumper the rest of the
way.
With Noll finish-
ing glued to the winner’s
bumper, Tyler Chapman was
third on the day. Four-time
winner and series points
leader Randy Burr got as
high as third before set-
tling for fourth, and Adrien
Paradis was fifth in the
16-truck field.

HELP WANTED

* Produce
news and/or
feature stories
of local interest
for various towns
and cities.

* Must be dependable,
professional
and able to meet
strict deadlines.

- Salary based on

FREELANCE
WRITERS &
JOURNALISTS

. /I'urley%

Publications, Inc,
www.turley.com

a flat rate by story and photo.
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

TAG SALE

AUGUST 8, 9am-2pm.
Rain or shine. Indoor garage, household
items, furniture, misc. items from contents
of apartment.

7 Longview Ave., Ware.

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
« Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars,
horns, keyboards, vintage elec-
tronics, jewelry, coins, watches,
military cameras, sports mem-
orabilia, art, sterling, signs, au-
tomotive, hunting, advertising,
radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item
or entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2***xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1.
Text or call Daniel at 413-218-3301
or visit my website at
dannyselectriclic.com
to fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

LAWN & GARDEN

HEADS UP LAWN

SPRINKLERS LLC.
Need sprinkler repairs or complete sys-
tem check? We fix leaks, replace heads,
troubleshoot problems, and add zones/
upgrade existing systems. Fast reliable ser-
vice without big company prices.

Call 413-279-4122 to set up
an appointment.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. Call John at (413)206-6509. MA
License #8101A1.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

Handyman Services

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall »
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S
RUBBISH REMOVAL
Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, Pools/Hot
Tubs Removed. Family owned/operated
since 1950 .
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374/cell 413-237-9881.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

2007 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
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ior more info

HUNTINGTON BOARD OF HEALTH
is seeking a part-time Transfer Station at-
tendant. 16.33 per hour based on qualifi-
cations. Application and Job descrirption
are available online at www.huntington.
us deadline is 8/18/2026.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employee

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,
1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

o o H
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

FRIDAY AT NOON
o
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QdVISA (a1 Discover [ Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Ccwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

HUBBARDSTON

WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD|

Qs

BRIFELD

GROOKFIELD.

STURBRIDGE

ﬂ HOLLAND.

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| FEbES |
o

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

YOUR

~AD
HERE

Email us at:
classifieds@turley.com

Call:
413-283-8393
Visit:
newspapers.turley.com/
classifieds

Subscribe Today!

Turley%

Publications, Inc

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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» InThe News

DA’s office opens applications for HERizon leadership program

SPRINGFIELD - After a
successful year in which par-
ticipants reported increased
confidence, stronger friend-
ships and meaningful person-
al growth, applications are
now open for HERizon, the
Hampden District Attorney’s
Office’s free leadership and
empowerment program
for high school girls across
Hampden County.

Designed to help young
women develop confidence,
leadership skills and last-
ing connections, HERizon
provides participants with
mentorship, engaging dis-
cussions, interactive activi-
ties and opportunities to

learn from female profes-
sionals and community
leaders. The program meets
bi-weekly at the Hampden
District Attorney’s Office
in Springfield and is led by
young women who serve in
a variety of roles throughout
the District Attorney’s Office.
Throughout the program, stu-
dents explore topics includ-
ing healthy relationships,
confidence, mental wellness,
women’s health, self-advoca-
cy and navigating challenges
both in school and beyond.
“HERizon is about help-
ing young women recognize
their own potential and giv-
ing them the tools and sup-

port to become confident
leaders in their schools and
communities,” said Hampden
District Attorney Anthony
D. Gulluni. “When young
women feel empowered to
use their voices, advocate for
themselves and support one
another, the impact extends
far beyond the classroom.
Programs like HERizon are
an investment in the future of
our community.”

The program continues
to make a meaningful impact
on participants. At the con-
clusion of this year’s pro-
gram, in an anonymous sur-
vey, participants rated their
overall experience 4.8 out of

5, while 100% said HERizon
helped them grow as a per-
son.

Participants described
HERizon as a place where
they felt supported, encour-
aged, and comfortable being
themselves. Feedback on the
survey included:

“It was a breath of fresh
air to connect with other girls
face to face and build a com-
munity.”

“Everyone was so sup-
portive and passionate. I
loved this group and the
friendships that were built.”

“I loved being able to
open up. Besides my own
room, I feel like this was the

room I was most comfort-
able.”

Many also said the pro-
gram helped them become
more confident, set healthier
boundaries and step outside
their comfort zones.

“My confidence is so
much better.”

“I’ve been able to set
boundaries for myself with-
out having to feel bad about
it”

“I’ve become more of a
girl’s girl, combined with so
much more confidence.”

Participants cited discus-
sions on confidence, healthy
relationships, positive self-
talk, self-love and women’s

health among their favorite
topics, along with hands-
on experiences like a car
maintenance workshop and
opportunities to connect with
peers from across Hampden
County.

HERizon is open to
high school girls through-
out Hampden County
and is offered at no cost.
Applications for the upcom-
ing program are now being
accepted.

Students interested in
applying can learn more here.
Questions about the program
may be directed to Halie
Matthew at Halie.Matthew @
mass.gov.

DA invites faith-based leaders to 51A training

SPRINGFIELD -
Hampden District Attorney
Anthony D. Gulluni is invit-
ing faith-based leaders, cler-
gy, staff, and volunteers from
across Hampden County
to attend a free training
designed to help them rec-
ognize and appropriately
respond to concerns of child
abuse and neglect.

The training, “The Dos
& Don’ts of 51A Reporting,”
will be held on Wednesday,
Aug. 19, from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. Participants may attend
in person at Tower Square,
21st Floor, 1500 Main Street
in Springfield, or virtually
via Zoom. Parking will be
validated at the Columbus
Center Garage.

Presented by Assistant
District Attorney Eileen
Sears, the training will pro-
vide practical guidance to
help faith-based communi-

ty members understand their
legal responsibilities and
confidently respond when
concerns about child abuse or
neglect arise.

Topics will include:

* How to respond when a
child discloses abuse.

* When and how to con-
tact the appropriate author-
ities.

* The legal and ethical
responsibilities associated
with filing a 51A report.

* Additional best prac-
tices for supporting children
while following the appropri-
ate reporting procedures.

Under Massachusetts
law, a S1A report is filed
with the Department of
Children and Families when
there is reasonable cause to
believe a child is suffering
physical or emotional inju-
ry resulting from abuse or
neglect. Because members of

faith communities are often
among the trusted adults
children turn to in difficult
moments, understanding how
to respond appropriately can
play a critical role in protect-
ing vulnerable children.

“Faith leaders and mem-
bers of our faith-based com-
munity are often among the
first people children and
families turn to in times of
crisis,” said District Attorney
Anthony D. Gulluni. “This
training is designed to ensure
those trusted individuals
have the knowledge and con-
fidence to respond appro-
priately, fulfill their legal
responsibilities, and ultimate-
ly help protect the children in
our communities.”

Whether attending in
person or virtually, partici-
pants are asked to RSVP in
advance using the registra-
tion form: https://bit.ly/51A-

TRAINING. The Hampden
District Attorney’s Office
encourages faith-based
organizations throughout
Hampden County to share
this opportunity with cler-
gy, youth leaders, volun-
teers, and others who work
with children and families.
Questions may be directed
to Gina Anselmo at Gina.
Anselmo@mass.gov.

In addition to this train-
ing, the Hampden District
Attorney’s Office offers
free S1A reporting presen-
tations throughout the year
to educators at schools and
other community groups.
Organizations interested in
hosting a training for their
staff, volunteers, or members
are encouraged to contact
the District Attorney’s Office
at Gina.Anselmo@mass.
gov to learn more or schedule
a presentation.

HOLYOKE - Local
author and public school
teacher Lisette Martinez
is celebrating the release
of her newest book, The

Extraordinary Adventures of
Emma and the Dragon, just
one year after publishing her
debut fantasy novel, Born of
Fire: The Phoenix Knight.

To mark the occa-
sion, Martinez will host
her first-ever book sign-
ing on Saturday, Aug. 15,
from 2 to 5 p.m. at New
Chapters Bookstore in West
Springfield.

The Extraordinary
Adventures of Emma and
the Dragon is a heartwarm-
ing children’s adventure
that encourages readers to
look beyond appearances
and discover the value of

Local author set to
release of new book

kindness, courage, and com-
passion. Written for young
readers and families, the
story follows Emma as she
embarks on an unforgetta-
ble journey that challenges
expectations and celebrates
friendship.

Martinez, who teaches
in the local public school
system, has long been pas-
sionate about inspiring chil-
dren through literature. Her
experience as an educator
has shaped her storytelling,
with a focus on imagination,
character development, and
meaningful life lessons.

The Aug. 15 event
offers readers an opportuni-
ty to meet the author, have
books personally signed,
and celebrate the launch of
her latest work.

S CH 0 OL, from page 1

contact students and families
to ensure that everyone has
access to it.

The handbooks them-
selves will be distributed to
students and families before
the start of the school year to
ensure that everyone is up to
date on all policies within the
district.

The handbooks will be
available in a variety of lan-
guages to ensure everyone
in the community can under-
stand them.

The school commit-
tee also discussed commu-
nity relations goals for the
upcoming year.

Within the policy
around family relations, one
of the biggest shifts is chang-
ing the wording of “parents”
to “guardians.”

In some of the old poli-
cies it stated that the district
was focused only on build-
ing relations with parents,
excluding other individuals
in students’ lives.

Now the district is
changing the wording so
it says guardians instead
to ensure a more inclusive
approach.

“In the original policy
it only talked about parents,
that’s it,” committee mem-
ber Mildred Lefebvre said.
“That means, I don’t care

who else is in charge of that
child, we’re only having rela-
tions with parents. It’s like
saying they’re the only ones
that matter. But in actuali-
ty there are kids that don’t
have their parents. So out of
respect and the fact that there
are other people in these chil-
dren’s lives[...]we should be
building those relations too.”

Given this update, com-
mittee member Patty Lubold
asked that they also include
an exact definition of guard-
ian within the policy to
ensure clarity.

The policy was referred
back to the policy subcom-
mittee for them to look over
this recommendation.

LIBRAR K from page 1

shared how the idea came to
life.

“At book club, we all
discussed how great it would
be to have a free little library
at the museum so that peo-
ple could share books and
build community,” Seiler
said. “Kelly is a volunteer,
avid book club member, and
little library enthusiast. She
approached me about donat-
ing one to the museum and
having her husband, Bill,
build it, and I, of course,
said, ‘yes.””

Seiler then addresses
the importance of offering a
free space for people to learn

and relax, “I think offering
free books is a great way
to promote reading, invite
new people into our space,
and build a fun community.
Wistariahurst has reimagined
the library space to be a spot
for people to relax and read,;
we hope people take advan-
tage of the sofas and free lit-
tle library. Free third spaces
are becoming rarer and rarer
but are essential for the social
well-being of people of all
ages. Who doesn’t want to
get cozy and read in a beau-
tiful museum and free. I can’t
think of a nicer way to spend
an hour or two.”

This little library is
not just a great addition to

Wistariahurst Museum, it’s
also an amazing addition to
the community as a whole.
Creating more spaces for
people to find new and excit-
ing books for free encourag-
es people of all ages to try
something new, visit the
museum and maybe pick up
the habit of reading. It’s clear
Mayor Garcia and each of
the museum staff members
and volunteers care deeply
about helping the community
and allowing Wistariahurst
Museum to reach its full
potential with what it has to
offer. For more information
about upcoming events at the
museum, visit the museum’s
website.

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions is
August 19.

Your Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Summer event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings
Reaching over 200,000 Readers

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!

o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services

« First-Rate Used Auto Parts

« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts

« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us

“Serving all of Western Mass.”

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

$$$
Money on
the Spot
for All
Vehicles

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

in the Pioneer Valley!!

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com *Be sure to indicate “Summer Event” in the subject line of your email.
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Please specify if you would like your name and number printed in the paper.

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO: Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069




