
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Holyoke’s 
second annual Fiestas Patronales 
will be a fun-filled celebration 
for any family to enjoy. With 
delicious food, good music, 
enjoyable activities and welcom-
ing local vendors it is a great 
opportunity to get out with fam-
ily and enjoy Puerto Rican cul-
ture. 

At the celebration there will 
be bounce houses and obstacle 
courses for kids, as well as more 
than 15 food vendors and a vari-
ety of vendors selling handmade 
crafts. 

There will also be about 20 
informational tables set up and 
four bar sections for attendees 
to enjoy.

“It’s full of music and fun,” 
Executive Director of Nueva 
Esperanza Kayla Rodriguez 
said. “We want to bring families 
together.”

Fiestas Patronales are cel-
ebrated all around Puerto Rico 
and other Latin American coun-
tries. In Puerto Rico they are 
celebrated yearly in different 
towns to honor the towns’ patron 
saints. 

Mayor Joshua Garcia intro-

A bear was found outside a 
Holyoke home recently. It was 
seen running down South St. 
Resident and photographer 
Dennis Lee said while he loves 
seeing wildlife, he would have 
preferred to have seen the bear 
in the woods rather than at his 
house. Submitted photos

Music, fun 
and food 
at Fiestas 
Patronales 

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke 
Public Library, thanks to some 
guest performers, but on a pup-

pet show for local children on 
Wednesday. They perform-
ers presented “The Pied Piper 

of Hamelin.” The performance 
drew a pretty good crowd to the 
library.

Puppeteer Megan Regan welcomes the audience to the show. 	 Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The local 
elections for Holyoke are just 
around the corner, with the 
preliminary election scheduled 
for Tuesday, Sept. 26 and the 
general election for Tuesday, 
Nov. 7. 

Residents of Holyoke have 
until Saturday, Sept. 16 to reg-
ister to vote in the preliminary 
election and until Saturday, 
Oct. 28 to register for the gen-
eral election. 

On the ballot for the 
upcoming election will be the 
city council, the school com-
mittee and the city treasurer.

If there are more than two 
people running for the same 
position, a preliminary election 
will be needed. 

Potential candidates had 
until Tuesday, Aug. 1 to take 
out and turn in nomination 
papers in order to get on the 
election ballot. 

By Aug. 1, 27 residents 
took out nomination papers for 
a seat on the city council. 

Out of those 27, nine were 
current city councilors. Those 
city councilors were: Jenny 
Rivera (Ward 1), David Bartley 

Primary 
needed for 
municipal 
election

See ELECTION, page 10

Bear 
sighting

Megan and John Regan open up a question and answer session for the 
audience. 

The Pied Piper makes his first 
appearance in Hamelin. 

The rats of Hamelin make a 
mischievous appearance. 

Puppet show entertains at library

The children of Hamelin make a 
plan to help the Pied Piper. 

The Pied Piper hypnotizes the rats 
and leads them out of Hamelin
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◗  In The News

El Burrito by Macho Taco 
coming to Holyoke Mall

HOLYOKE – Macho Taco, an 
authentic Mexican street food restau-
rant based in Agawam, is set to open 
a new concept in Holyoke Mall this 
summer. El Burrito by Macho Taco will 
bring the eatery’s popular cuisine to 
their new 918-square-foot space in Café 
Square.

“Featuring many menu favorites, El 
Burrito is a new concept geared towards 
the center’s on-the-move shopper” said 
Holyoke Mall Marketing Director Ruth 
Hastings. “We are excited to showcase 
Jose’s South-of-the-Border flavors and 
local favorites with our community.”

El Burrito’s Menu will feature:

• Elote fries: French fries topped 
with Parmesan cheese, garlic aioli, 
corn, cilantro and cayenne powder.

• California burrito: French fries, 
shredded cheese, nacho cheese, guaca-
mole, jalapeños, carne asada, onions, 
cilantro, sour cream, beans and rice 
wrapped in a flour tortilla.

• Nachos: Homemade tortilla chips 
topped with sour cream, cheese, refried 
beans, cilantro, onions and your choice 
of protein.

More information about Holyoke 
Mall stores, restaurants, and enter-
ta inment  venues ,  can  be  found 
at Holyokemall.com.

Hibernians to hold 
summer picnic Aug. 27

HOLYOKE – The Hibernians of 
Hampden/Hampshire Counties invite 
the public to attend a Traditional 
Summer  P icn ic  f ea tu r ing  J im 
O’Connor and the Boston Blackthorn 
Band at  Hamel’s Summit View 
Pavilion, 555 Northampton St., on 
Sunday Aug. 27, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
rain or shine.

Tickets are $30 per person for 
adults and children ages 16 and up; 
children ages 5-15 tickets are $11. For 
reservations, call John Gaughan at 860-
904-3056 or Fran Hennessey at 413-

785-5687 by Sunday, Aug. 20. 
The Hibernians will celebrate 

Holyoke’s 150th anniversary of incor-
poration as a city and also present 
the Maurice A. Donahue Memorial 
Scholarship to Gavin Sullivan, Patrick 
Sweeney, and Caroline Taylor.

There will be Irish and American 
Music; Dancing; hot dogs; hamburg-
ers, BBQ chicken, baked beans, potato 
salad, tossed salad, dessert, coffee, cash 
bar, children’s games, and raffles.

The event will benefit the Maurice 
A. Donahue Memorial Scholarship.

Jourdain announces re-election candidacy 
HOLYOKE – Councilor-

at-Large Kevin Jourdain 
has formally announced his 
intention to seek reelection 
to an at-large seat on the 
Holyoke City Council this 
fall. 

“I have appreciated the 
opportunity to serve the peo-
ple of Holyoke on the City 
Council,” Jourdain said in 
a written statement. “I am 
proud of the reputation I have earned 
as a ‘fiscal watchdog’ in the city on 
behalf of the taxpayers. I am also proud 

of my work in the name of 
government accountability, 
public safety, and the effec-
tive delivery of city services 
– especially education – to 
our residents. I’d like to con-
tinue working hard in pur-
suit of these and other goals 
on behalf of the citizens 
of Holyoke as one of their 
at-large city councilors going 
forward.” 

In support  of  his  candidacy, 
Jourdain recently submitted more than 
the legally-required number of signa-

tures from voters to the Holyoke City 
Clerk to officially qualify him for the 
ballot this Nov. 7. He said he plans an 
energetic campaign that will focus on 
reaching out to residents across Holyoke 
and exploring ways to enhance leader-
ship in local government. 

“City government matters a lot,” 
Jourdain said. “While other levels of 
government often capture the most 
attention on television, it’s at the local 
level where many important decisions 
are made that have a profound effect on 
everyday life. Whether it’s a question 
of how to make our city safer or how 

to improve education or how to revi-
talize businesses in our downtown, the 
City Council has a lot of power to make 
important decisions. As a longtime 
member of the Council, I think I have 
experience that provides an import-
ant perspective when these and other 
decisions are being made. I appreciate 
the opportunity to serve our city and I 
hope to continue my work on behalf of 
the people of Holyoke if re-elected this 
fall.” 

For more information about Kevin 
Jourdain, please visit www.kevinjour-
dain.com.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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Kevin Jourdain
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MakerLoan Progam can 
provide start-up funds

HOLYOKE – The Holyoke 
Economic Development and Industrial 
Corporation will be hosting a virtual 
information session for small businesses 
interested in learning more about the 
MakerLoan Program on Wednesday, 
Sept.13, at 12 p.m.

To  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  s e s -
s i o n  p l e a s e  v i s i t :  h t t p s : / /
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d / e /
1FAIpQLSe6K6y3KL3qEu275YUN-
mwUA_gWzBEXdphH-aZs-BH8GLx-
Ojzw/viewform?usp=sf_link

A maker loan is a no-interest loan 
for makers that is intended for entrepre-
neurs or micro-businesses that cannot 
access typical financial services, and is 
intended to build a borrower’s financial 
history and help formalize the business.

It is for entrepreneurs, sole propri-
etorships and micro-businesses which 
employ five or fewer people. The goal 
is to support business growth and to 
support development of the ‘Maker’ 
ecosystem in Holyoke.

The loan can be used for start-up 
costs, such as those typically incurred 
within the first three years of opera-
tions, pre-profit, before businesses can 
qualify for traditional capital and other 
small, short-term expenses.

The loans can be for up to $25,000 
for up to five years, and again carry no 
interest. For more information go online 
to https://www.holyoke.org/makerloan/ 
or contact Marie Brazeau, development 
specialist, at brazeaum@holyoke.org or 
call her at 413-322-5655.

Holyoke Medical Center awarded ‘A’ for safety
HOLYOKE – Holyoke Medical 

Center received an “A” Hospital Safety 
Grade from The Leapfrog Group, a 
national nonprofit upholding the stan-
dard of patient safety in hospitals 
and ambulatory surgery centers. This 
national distinction celebrates Holyoke 
Medical Center’s achievements in pri-
oritizing patient safety by protecting 
patients from preventable harm and 
errors. The new grades reflect perfor-
mance primarily during the height of 
the pandemic.

“Holyoke Medical Center is proud 
to have earned the ‘A’ recognition from 
The Leapfrog Group as it acknowledg-
es the hard work of all team members 
at every level of our organization for 

their commitment to safety and patient 
centered care,” says Spiros Hatiras, 
president and chief executive officer 
of Holyoke Medical Center and Valley 
Health Systems Inc.

The Leapfrog Group, an indepen-
dent national watchdog organization, 
assigns an “A,” “B,” “C,” “D” or “F” 
grade to general hospitals across the 
country based on over 30 national per-
formance measures reflecting errors, 
accidents, injuries and infections, as 
well as systems hospitals have in place 
to prevent harm.

“This new update of Hospital 
Safety Grades shows that, at the nation-
al level, we saw deterioration in patient 
safety with the pandemic,” said Leah 

Binder, president and CEO of The 
Leapfrog Group. “But this hospital 
received an ‘A’ despite those challeng-
es. I congratulate all the leaders, staff, 
volunteers and clinicians who together 
made that possible.”

The Leapfrog Hospital Safety 
Grade is the only hospital ratings pro-
gram based exclusively on hospital pre-
vention of medical errors and harm to 
patients. The grading system is peer-re-
viewed, fully transparent and free to the 
public. Grades are updated twice annu-
ally, in the fall and spring.

To see Holyoke Medical Center’s 
full grade details and to access patient 
tips for staying safe in the hospital, visit 
HospitalSafetyGrade.org. 

 In The News ◗

Doors open announces upcoming event 
HOLYOKE – The Office of 

Planning and Economic Development 
(OPED) is excited to announce the City’s 
3rd annual Doors Open Holyoke   2023 
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 14 from 
9 a.m. To 12 p.m.

Doors Open events across the coun-
try invite the public to see behind the 
doors of many places not usually open to 
the public. Doors Open connect residents 
and visitors to local places of historical, 
cultural, and architectural significance 

to bridge communities and inspire new 
and broader perspectives. The first Doors 
Open took place in France in 1984, and 
the concept has spread to other places in 
Europe, North America, and elsewhere. 
Holyoke is celebrating the third annual 
Doors Open celebration.

2021 and 2022 DOH featured iconic 
Holyoke locations like Open Square, the 
Richards Train Station and the Victory 
Theater, as well as places of worship and 
manufacturing companies. This year’s 

DOH will be part of a full day of events 
celebrating Holyoke’s 150th sesquicen-
tennial. 

Doors Open relies on individuals 
and organizations that have a passion for 
Holyoke.

Additional event details, locations, 
and schedule of this year’s DOH events 
will be available in the coming weeks 
at https://www.exploreholyoke.com/
explore/doors-open-holyoke/featured/ 
and Facebook.com/exploreholyoke. 

Senior Center weekly activities
HOLYOKE – Holyoke Senior 

Center, 291 Pine Street, has ongoing 
weekly activities. 

Classes with an asterisk (*) next to 
them are also available on Zoom. For 
more information, and to make reser-
vations or appointments, call 413-322-
5625.

MONDAY
H e a l t h y  J o i n t s * ; 1 0  a . m . , 

Healthy Joints*;11:15 a.m.:Senior 
Strength*;12:30 p.m.;Senior Band 
Rehearsal;1 p.m.: Chair Volleyball, 
Watercolor Painting; 5 p.m.: Yoga en 
Español,Zoom only.

TUESDAY
8:15 a.m.;Balance & Agility; 9 a.m.: 

Osteo Exercise*; 9:30 a.m.:Painting 
(reg. Req.);10 a.m.:Course in Miracles, 
Therapy Dog Riley;10:15 a.m.;Bal-
ance & Agility*;11 a.m.:Shake Your 
Soul*;12:30 p.m.:Writing Your Life 

Story, Mah Jongg;1 p.m.: Zumba; 2 
p.m.:Chair Yoga*;3 p.m.:Mat Yoga*.

WEDNESDAY
8 : 3 0  a . m . :  H e a l t h y  J o i n t s 

Exercise*; 9 a.m. Beg. Line Dancing; 
9:30 a.m.:BP Clinic;10 a.m.:Int. Line 
Dancing, Healthy Joints*;11:15 a.m.:Se-
nior Strength*;12:30 p.m.:Senior Sing, 
Pitch;1 p.m.:Golden Senior Club.

THURSDAY
8:15 a.m.:Balance & Agility*;8:30 

a.m.: Garden Club; 9 a.m.:Osteo 
Exercise*; 9:30 a.m.: Painting (reg. 
Req.);10 a.m.:Stroke & Aphasia Support 
Group;10:15 a.m.: Fun & Fit*;11:15 
a.m.: Meditation in Motion;12 p.m. 
:Model Train Club;12:30 p.m.:Pitch;1 
p.m.: Reunión Social.

FRIDAY
9 a.m.:Ceramics;10a.m.:Therapy 

Dog Milo, Chair Yoga*;12:30 p.m.:Mah 
Jongg;1 p.m.:Bingo.

HCC STEM scholarship deadline extended to Aug. 15
HOLYOKE – Students enrolled full 

time in chemistry, biology, engineering, 
mathematics, physics or other STEM 
fields at Holyoke Community College 
now have until Tuesday, Aug. 15, to 
apply for a National Science Foundation 
scholarship of up to $10,000 a year. 

Through HCC, the National Science 
Foundation Scholarship offers on aver-
age $6,500 per year to qualified full-
time students and prorated amounts for 
part-time students.

New and current HCC students are 
encouraged to apply. The application 
deadline for the fall 2023 semester has 
been extended until Aug. 15, 2023. 

Students chosen for the NSF schol-
arship become members of HCC’s 
STEM Scholars 2.0 Program, also 
known as SCoRE.

STEM Scholars are expected to 
maintain enrollment in a STEM pro-
gram, be in good academic standing, 
complete an associate degree at HCC, 

and/or transfer to an accredited STEM 
degree program at a four-year institu-
tion. The scholarships are renewable 
every year students continue to meet the 
eligibility criteria.

Beside the financial awards, STEM 
Scholars become part of a learning com-
munity that fosters a sense of belong-
ing and academic success, and includes 
mentoring, research, and honors expe-
riences; community service; and intern-
ships.

The application and eligibility 
guidelines can be viewed at hcc.edu/
stem-scholarship.

STEM disciplines include biolog-
ical sciences, physical sciences, math, 
computer and information services, geo-
sciences, and engineering.

The program is led by HCC math 
professor Ileana Vasu, coordinator of the 
STEM Scholars program. She can be 
reached at ivasu@hcc.edu or 413-552-
2438.

Church hosting
Greek festival

HOLYOKE – Saturday, Aug. 26, 
at the Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 
Church  Grounds,  410 Main Street, will 
be having the second annual Greek festi-
val from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

There will be Greek food, pastries and 
music. Event is rain or shine. Admission 
will be free. For more information, contact 
Sharon at 413-533-9880 or email holytrini-
tyofholyoke@gmail.com.

Lauren Ryan 
graduates from 
Roger Williams 
University

BRISTOL, R.I. – Roger Williams 
University is proud to announce that 
Lauren Ryan, of Holyoke, graduated with 
a bachelor of finance in May as part of 
the Class of 2023.

RWU offers 50 majors and robust 
offerings of graduate and professional 
programs across eight schools of study 
including Rhode Island’s only law school, 
with campuses on the coast of Bristol and 
in the heart of Providence, R.I.

announcements
birthbirth

This paper publishes birth, engagement, wedding and signifi cant anniversary announcements free of charge.
Simply log on to our web site, choose the paper you want the announcement to appear in, then use our SUBMISSION link to email your information.

www.turley.com
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A Quote
OF NOTE

Guest Column

Guest Column

Massachusetts Audubon Society 
reported a blue grosbeak in Hadley. 
The blue grosbeak is one of just a 

few birds with blue feathers. The male is dark 
blue with two reddish-brown wing bars. It has 
black feathers around the base of its large sil-
very bill.

The female is plain brown overall, with 
dark wings and tail. She has two buff brown 
wing bards and a large gray conical shaped 
bill. Immatures resemble the adult female. 
The young males in the spring of the next year 
start to show blue patches. Immature plumage 
is kept for one year.

Blue grosbeaks forage on the ground, 
hopping about in search of insects. They also 
glean foliage, eat spiders, seeds and wild 
fruits. 

The female lays two to five pale blue eggs 
in a nest of rootlets, grasses, twigs, snake-
skins, cotton and bark strips lined with grass. 
The nest is usually placed in a shrub, vine 
tangle or tree.

These grosbeaks often twitch and rapidly 
spread their tails when agitated. During migra-
tion, they can be found with buntings. 

Their song is a warbled phrase of musical 
notes and the call a loud “chink.”

Poolside visitor
I received an email from a Wilbraham 

Hampden Times reader. She had a red-tailed 
hawk land on the side of her swimming pool 
in July. She said it stayed about five minutes 
and she was able to get some photos of the 
hawk.

Update on osprey nest and more
I received an email about an osprey nest 

in Warren on South Street near a pond. He 
said the nest is visible from the road. There 
are also three great blue heron nests on the far 
shore of the pond, but they are not as notice-
able.

He said on a recent visit, “The osprey 
chicks looked to be close to fledgling, their 
flight feathers looker fully formed and the 
two young osprey in the nest each exercised 
its wings.” He said there were still three great 
blue herons in two different nest.

He said a pond on New Reed Street near 
the osprey nest often has bald eagles show 
up and great egrets have been seen there in 
August.

Massachusetts Audubon Society sightings
In Berkshire County a short-billed dow-

itcher was seen in Sheffield and single mer-
lins in Pittsfield and Lenox. Franklin County 
had three sandhill cranes in Ashfield and five 
semipalmated plovers in Whately.

In addition to the blue grosbeak in Hadley 
Hampshire County had 18 greater yellowlegs 
and two sanderlings in the East Meadows 
in Northampton and three red crossbills at 
Quabbin  Park in Belchertown.

Worcester County had a Bonaparte’s 
gull and an acadian flycatcher at the Quabbin 
Reservoir in New Salem, four sandhill cranes 
in Hardwick, two black vultures in Fitchburg, 
two cliff swallows in Ashburnham and a sora 
at Bolton Flats Wildlife Management Area in 
Bolton.

People may report a bird sighting or bird 
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

The daylily, both friend and foe

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibelli

thesun@turley.com

ADVERTISING 
SALES

Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

SunSunthethe
HOLYOKE

The Holyoke Sun is published every 
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc., 
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 

Telephone (413) 283-8393, 
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@ The Holyoke Sun

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

www.turley.com
Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume 
liability for the loss of photographs 
or other materials submitted for 
publication. Materials will not be 
returned except upon specific request 
when submitted.

PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

TEAM

“When summer 
gathers up her 
robes of glory, 

and like 
a dream of beauty 

glides away.”

Sarah Helen 
Whitman

Letters to the Editor 
have a maximum of 350 
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name, 
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office 
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication. 
Addresses and phone 
numbers are not pub-
lished. 

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be 
published. 

We reserve the right 
to edit or withhold any 
submissions. Libelous, 
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or 
defamation of character 
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at 
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed 
letters can be sent to The 
Sun, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069.

Letters to the 
Editor Policy 

◗  Opinion

I have never been a daylily aficionado, but 
as of late, they are growing on me.  Why 
I write is because on Cape Cod they are 

everywhere. The last few days I have seen 
them paired with shrubs, other perennials 
and even as a backdrop to carefully placed 
annuals. 

Read on as I resurrect a column from 
the archives with new and updated factoids.

We’ve all seen the clumps of orange 
daylilies (Hemerocallis fulva) blooming 
along roadsides each summer. These rem-
nants of long ago have oftentimes outlived 
the people who planted them and the farm-
house in which they were planted around. 

Arriving from Asia in the late 1800s, the 
common daylily is now considered invasive 
because it crowds out native plants. While 
experts advise not planting daylilies that are 
known to run amok, there are many cultivars 
that rightly deserve a place in the landscape.

Two varieties of daylilies presently 
occupy space in my landscape, one that is a 
family heirloom, and another that was pur-
chased on a whim. 

The lemon lily (Hemerocallis lilioas-
phodelus) was a family heirloom, although 
I am not sure where it originated. I think it 
was my grand babci that first gave it to my 
mother back in the 1950s. 

It has been almost entirely choked out 
of the banking of my childhood home by 
lily of the valley, but I am lucky enough to 
have saved a piece and it is thriving in my 
perennial garden. It is delicate as far as day-
lilies go, perfectly lemon yellow and subtly 
scented. 

The lemon lily has a short bloom time, 
a week or less in early June, but it makes a 
perfect bed fellow to deep purple bearded 
iris.

Today, thousands of cultivars of daylil-
ies are available, many of which bloom for 
longer periods of time than the old-fashioned 
types. They are offered in shades of all col-
ors except blue and pure white. 

Miniatures look great in rock gardens, 
while more beefy types work well to sta-
bilize bankings. The majority blend nicely 
with annuals, perennials, and shrubbery, as 
mentioned. 

Grandma Gatewood’s Excellent Adventure

By J. Mark Powell
jmarkpowell.com

A senior’s walk into 
the record books

I’ve been getting into shape recently. But 
my progress pales compared to what a 
remarkable senior did nearly 70 years 

ago.
Emma Gatewood’s life was hard. Born 

in Ohio in 1887, she was one of 15 kids in a 
family that slept four to a bed. 

Her father lost a leg in the Civil War and 
spent the rest of his life drinking and gam-
bling. Though her formal education ended in 
the 8th grade, she kept learning by devouring 
encyclopedias, Greek classics, and books on 
woods and wildlife.

At age 19 Emma married a 27-year-
old teacher and tobacco farmer named P.C. 
Gatewood. The honeymoon ended quickly, 
when Emma discovered she was expected 
to work in the fields alongside the men, plus 
cook, clean, and raise their 11 kids.

P.C. was mean. He killed a man in 1924 
but avoided prison because the judge said his 
many children would go hungry with him 
behind bars.

He beat Emma often, sometimes almost 
to the point of death. When he turned vio-
lent, she tried to run into the nearby woods. 
Safe in the security of her beloved trees and 
plants, she found peace and solitude.

P.C. repeatedly threatened to send 
Emma to a mental institution to keep her 
from divorcing him. 

In 1939, he had her jailed in the first 
step toward having her committed. Seeing 
Emma’s cracked teeth and broken ribs, their 
town’s mayor moved her into his home and 
helped her get a job. 

She divorced P.C. the next year. A series 
of odd jobs saw her through the next decade 
until her children were all grown.

Then, as so often happens, fate unex-
pectedly called. For Emma, it came in the 
form of an old magazine. 

She happened upon a 1949 National 

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any 
error in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the 
space occupied by the item in the advertisement.

See GARDEN, page 5

See ADVENTURE, page 5
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Indicates tire 

pressure
4. Request
7. Clairvoyance
10. 007’s creator
11. Adult male
12. Scandinavian god 

of battle
13. Cloths spread on 

a coffin
15. Breeze through
16. Ladyfish genus
19. It’s good to take 

them
21. Noble-governed 

territory
23. Members of U.S. 

Navy
24. Card game 

resembling 
rummy

25. Affected by injury
26. Member of a 

Semitic people
27. Left
30. Woman’s cloak

34. S. American plant
35. Prohibit
36. Offense
41. Dish soap brand
45. Ottoman military 

commanders
46. Ancient Greek 

City
47. Makes unhappy
50. Discuss again
54. Medical 

instrument 
55. Promote
56. A beloved carb
57. Tag the base 

runner to get him 
out

59. Prehistoric people
60. Large African 

antelope
61. Vehicle
62. Georgia rockers
63. Scientific 

instrument (abbr.)
64. A major division 

of geological time
65. Attempt

CLUES DOWN
1. Plant of the nettle 

family
2. Fit to be sold
3. Rather
4. Collected
5. A baglike structure 

in a plant or 
animal

6. Patella
7. Ageless
8. Lists of course 

requirements
9. Pokes at
13. TV network
14. They __
17. Cooking hardware
18. U.S. Army title
20. Iron-containing 

compound
22. Swiss river (alt. 

spelling)
27. Former French 

coin
28. Electronic 

countermeasures
29. Taxi

31. Helps little firms
32. Woeful
33. Midway between 

northeast and 
east

37. Glowing
38. Tasks which 

should be done
39. An informal body 

of friends
40. Intrinsic nature
41. Neural structures
42. Brews
43. Where ships 

unload cargo
44. Singer
47. Sino-Soviet block 

(abbr.)
48. Southwest 

Scotland town
49. Most worthless 

parts
51. Viscous
52. Put to work
53. Old world, new
58. Swiss river

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

Daylilies belong to the genus 
Hemerocallis- hemero being Greek for 
“beautiful,” and callis Greek for “day.” 
Individual flowers do open and perish in 
24 hours or less. 

Luckily though, there are usually 
several flowers per scape (stem), and 
when one goes by another is waiting to 
take its place. A desirable variety will 
bloom for at least two weeks, or will 
repeat blooming later in the season. 

When shopping for daylilies at the 
nursery simply count the number of buds 
per scape of the potted plant. The num-
ber of buds (or the number of scars if 
blooming is nearly finished) coincides 
with the number of days that particular 
variety is expected to bloom. 

Unfortunately, my lemon lily had a 
mere four. 

If you choose carefully and plan 
accordingly by including early, mid, and 
late season bloomers in your mix, it is 
possible to achieve continuous bloom 
over a three month period in a mixed 
border of daylilies. 

 Many people are opting to plant 
a single variety for a season’s worth of 
flowers. Different than varieties that 
rebloom, everbloomers offer a nonstop 

performance from the beginning of their 
bloom period until frost. 

It is said that Dr. Darrel Apps, a 
geneticist and master breeder evaluated 
some 11,000 seedlings to end up with a 
mere few that flower continuously.  

Breeding continues, so look for 
the newest introductions each year. My 
whim purchase from a few years back 
is a rebloomer called “Purple D’oro.” 
I bought it because it was blooming in 
the nursery alongside Gayfeather, orange 
Helenium, and Purple Coneflower. 

They are a power quartet in my sum-

mer border for sure, and the rebloom fac-
tor surely stretches out the show.

Locate daylilies where they will 
receive at least six hours of sun a day. 
Average soil, as long as it drains well, 
will grow strong plants. 

Vigor determines whether clumps 
need to be separated and divided every 
few years, or if they can grow uninter-
rupted for many seasons. Division is best 
accomplished in early spring or immedi-
ately after bloom. 

If you take the later approach, just 
be sure the plant has at least one month 

of growing time before frost hits. This 
way it will have an opportunity to root 
well, anchoring itself before winter 
freezing and thawing can heave it from 
the ground.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at 
the University of Massachusetts. For 31 
years she has held the position of staff 
horticulturist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow-
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line.

Geographic issue featuring an article on 
the Appalachian Trail. 

At that moment an incredible idea 
took root in her mind. She would become 
the first woman to walk the entire length 
of the trail, all 2,200 miles from Springer 
Mountain in Georgia to Maine’s Mount 
Katahdin. 

At age 66, no less.
The idea grew into an obsession. 

At a time when people nearing 70 were 
expected to relax in rocking chairs, 
Emma began preparing to attempt what 
no woman before had ever done. 

Her legs were strong, she was in 
good health, so why not?

She began her journey at Mount 
Katahdin in July 1954 – and promptly 
met with one disaster after another. She 
broke her glasses, she got lost, then she 
ran out of food. 

When rangers found her, they per-
suaded the hapless sexagenarian to go 
home.

But while Emma Gatewood may 
have failed, she didn’t quit. She told no 
one about her setback and quietly pre-
pared for a second attempt. 

She learned from her initial mistakes 
and changed her strategy.

In 1955, she started two months 
earlier this time and began in Georgia. 
Again, it wasn’t easy.

That 1949 article had made her 
believe the route was a smooth trail. 
It wasn’t, and her Keds tennis shoes 
were no match for the rugged moun-

tain terrain. 
She expected to find shelters along 

the way; there weren’t any, forcing her to 
sleep in piles of leaves.

But she stuck with it and kept walk-
ing. Newspapers picked up her story as 
she went, and soon she acquired a nick-
name – Grandma Gatewood – along with 
celebrity status.

She achieved her goal 146 days 
later when she reached Baxter Peak atop 
Mount Katahdin. She signed the register, 
sang “America the Beautiful,” and said to 
herself out loud, “I did it. I said I’d do it, 
and I’ve done it.”

Grandma Gatewood then appeared 
on the Today show, was a guest on a TV 
game show, and was even profiled in 
Sports Illustrated where she said, “This is 
no trail. It’s a nightmare. For some fool 
reason, they always lead you right up 
over the biggest rock on top of the high-
est mountain they can find.”

And she didn’t stop walking. She 
hiked the entire Appalachian Trail a 
second time two years later, walked all 
2,000 miles of the Oregon Train in 1959, 
and at age 76 she did the Appalachian 
Trial yet again (though this time in sec-
tions), becoming the first person to walk 
it three times. 

She went right on hiking right up 
until her death in 1973 at 85.

What was the secret to her success? 
Grandma Gatewood refused to let any-
thing – failure, adversity, or advanced 
age – stand in her way.

Holy Cow! History is written by nov-
elist, former TV journalist and diehard 
history buff J. Mark Powell. 

 In The News ◗

GARDEN, from page 4

ADVENTURE, from page 4

Orange daylilies Lemon lily Purple D’Oro

Need a Place To Have Your
Party?

Knights of ColumbuS
250 Westfield Rd., Holyoke

$400 - up to 125 people

Call For Info
413-532-4718
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◗  In The News

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET!

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

USDA INSP. FRESH ASSORTED 

PORK LOIN CHOPS ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SHOULDER PICNIC .....

USDA INSP. $209
lb

SALE DATES: 8/3/23-8/9/23

$149

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

PORK SPARE RIBS ...............$198

$496
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .............................

66¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CHICKEN TENDERLOIN TRAY PAK ..

INFLATION PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 10 LB .......

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
26/30 COUNT 2 LB BAG .................. ea

$299
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

HASHBROWN PATTIES 2O CT ......

$279

$299

lb

lb

USDA INSP. STORE MADE
ALL VARIETIES FAMILY PAK

ITALIAN SAUSAGE ...........
USDA INSP. STORE MADE BONELESS
CAROLINA GOLD MARINATED

CHICKEN THIGH ..................

CUT 
FREE $166

lb

USDA INSP. SLICED IN DELI
ROTISSERIE STYLE 
CHICKEN BREAST .............$499

lb

$899

BEEF 
STRIPLOIN STEAKS

GREAT ON THE GRILL

FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN

$799
lb

$999
ea

USDA INSP. 2 1/2 BOX
KAYEM NATURAL CASING

HOT DOGS ...........................

$989
lb

USDA INSP 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

80% LEAN
GROUND BEEF

7 LB 
BAG$379

lb
Share the Adventure with us soon!  

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net

or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

Sept. 9 ....... Hampton Beach Seafood Fest ...$99
Sept. 16 ..... Funny Girl at PPAC .......................$120
Sept. 23 ..... Johnny Mathis in Concert ..........$130
Oct. 21 ....... Mrs. Doubtfire at PPAC ...............$99
Nov. 4 ........ Book of Mormon ..........................$120

AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY IS HERE!
• Preventative & Restorative Care • Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry

• State of the Art Laser Dentistry
HOLYOKE DENTAL ASSOCIATES

610 South Street, Holyoke, MA (Convenient to 91 and 391)
Call for Appointment Mon.-Fri.

413-533-8378
www.holyokedentalassociates.com
Badri Z. Debian D.M.D. • John P. Griffin, D.D.S.

Cara M. Seidel, D.M.D.
Care Credit Financing Available and

Most Credit Card, and Dental Plans Accepted

18 Different All Organic Double Ground Premium Mulches
Pine • Spruce • Hemlock • Cedar • Red, Black & Brown

Playground • Forest Blend • Topsoil • Seasoned Firewood

Worship:
Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School begins at 9:15 a.m.
stpetersholyoke.org • 413-536-3369

34 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Coffee Hour after Sunday

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

Send Us Your Photos!
countryjournal@turley.com

MA Legislature passes $375 million transportation bill
BOSTON – The Massachusetts 

Legislature on Thursday passed a bill 
that includes $375 million in bond 
authorizations for transportation needs 
across the state, including $200 mil-
lion for the state’s Chapter 90 program, 
which provides municipalities with a 
reliable funding source for transporta-
tion-related improvements, including 
road and bridge repairs.

“Ensuring that people in every 
region of Massachusetts have safe 
and dependable transportation options 
is fundamental to creating a compet-
itive and equitable commonwealth,” 
said Senate President Karen E. Spilka 
(D-Ashland). “This funding invests in 

our infrastructure and transit systems 
everywhere, allocating much-needed 
funds to local roads and bridges, region-
al transit, EV infrastructure, and parts 
of the MBTA. I want to thank Senator 
Crighton for making this a priority, my 
Senate colleagues for their support, and 
Speaker Mariano and the House for 
agreeing on these critical investments in 
our infrastructure.”

This legislation also authorizes 
$175 million in programs that will sup-
port various transportation-related proj-
ects. This includes $25 million for each 
of the following: the municipal small 
bridge program; the complete streets 
program; a bus transit infrastructure 

program; grants to increase access to 
mass transit and commuter rail stations; 
grants for municipalities and regional 
transit authorities to purchase electric 
vehicles and the infrastructure needed 
to support them; funding for pavement 
and surface improvements on state and 
municipal roadways; and new funding 
dedicated to additional transportation 
support based on road mileage, which 
is particularly helpful for rural commu-
nities.

Senator Jake Oliveira (Hampden, 
Hampshire &Worcester District) was 
glad to see the new funding dedicat-
ed to additional transportation support 
based on road mileage, “Western Mass 

has considerably more rural communi-
ties than other areas of the state, so I’m 
glad to see the Legislature prioritize 
regional equity by taking more factors 
into account beyond just population and 
other socioeconomic factors. Addressing 
regional equity is about acknowledg-
ing and understanding that Western 
Mass has different challenges than other 
parts of the state. I’m grateful to Senate 
President Spilka, Speaker Mariano, and 
my colleagues in the Legislature for 
considering that.” said Oliveira. 

The bi l l  having passed both 
t h e  S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  H o u s e  o f 
Representatives, it will now be sent to 
the Governor for her consideration.

HNE offers grants to address mental health, opioid epidemic
SPRINGFIELD – Health New 

England will award grants totaling 
$100,000 to eligible non-profit organiza-
tions with programs that work to address 
mental health and the opioid epidem-
ic in Western Massachusetts. The pro-
grams must address health equity and 
at least one social determinant of health 
and focus on Health New England’s ser-
vice area including Berkshire, Franklin, 
Hampden, Hampshire, and Worcester 
counties.

One in five adults in Health New 
England’s service area experience 
depression, according to the company’s 
community health needs assessment. 
Despite some signs of improvement, the 
opioid crisis has grown in the last several 

years. For instance, in 2020 Hampden 
County experienced the highest rate of 
Emergency Medical Service calls relat-
ed to opioid overdoses of any county in 
the state, the assessment 
reports.

“The mental health 
crisis and opioid use 
disorder have hit our 
home counties hard, 
and the impact of health 
and societal inequities 
in these cases is unde-
niable,” said Richard 
Swift, President and 
CEO of Health New England. “It is our 
hope that these grants help remove bar-
riers under-resourced communities face 

to allow residents to enjoy better mental 
health and avoid or recover from opioid 
addiction so they may thrive.”

Social Determinants of Health 
include: Built envi-
ronmen t  ( inc ludes 
transportation, access 
to healthy foods), edu-
cation, employment, 
housing, social envi-
ronment (social iso-
lation, institutional 
racism), violence and 
trauma.

IRS-des igna t ed 
501(c)(3) non-profit organizations that 
manage innovative community-based 
programs benefiting undeserved resi-

dents may apply for Health New England 
DEIB grants through Sept. 11, 2023.

In its fourth year, the Health 
New England DEIB grants program 
has awarded nearly $340,000 to local 
non-profits addressing health equity in 
Western Massachusetts.

Completed grant applications 
are due by 11:59 p.m. on September 
11. Only complete submissions made 
online will be considered. Non-profit 
organizations will only be eligible for 
Health New England community ben-
efit funding once per calendar year. 
Apply here: https:/ /form.jotform.
com/203005404536039.

Those with questions may email 
communtiygiving@hne.com.

“It is our hope 
that these grants help 

remove barriers...”

- Richard Swift 
President and CEO of HNE
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W I L B R A H A M  – 
Sunday’s action in the Valley 
Wheel Over-28 baseball 
league got a lot clearer as 
three teams cemented their 
spots in the playoffs while 
the fourth team will be deter-
mined by a matchup this 
week.

The Twins-Angels game 
held at Bruce Park in Suffield 
provided the stage for a pre-

view to the playoffs.
The two teams have met 

in the last two playoff finals. 
It will not happen this year. 
Thanks to a complete game 
from Todd Bergstrom, as well 
as a two-run single in the 
ninth inning he also provided, 
the Twins prevailed over the 
Angels 6-4.

WILBRAHAM – Last 
Friday night, PeoplesBank Tri-
County baseball took down 
DiFranco in the opener of a 
best-of-three series 17-0 in 
five innings. 

The Bankers are the No. 1 
seed in the Tri-County League 
playoffs. 

They would punch their 
ticket to the finals the follow-
ing day when DiFranco for-
feited the second game of the 
series, giving the Bankers the 
finals berth. 

The finals were scheduled 
to begin earlier this week.

Blue Sox win the West, playoffs begin
HOLYOKE – The Valley 

Blue Sox are the 2023 NECBL 
West Division Champions. In 
their final game of the regular 
season, the Blue Sox defeated 
the Keene Swamp Bats 8-7, to 
finish 23-18-2 on the season. 

In a game that saw 23 hits 
and four different position play-
ers on the mound, the Blue Sox 
scored runs in four different 
innings. 

Brendan Yagesh started the 
game for the Blue Sox, pitching 

two innings while allowing four 
runs with three strikeouts. 

Keene got on the board first 
in the top of the second inning, 
following three RBI singles and 
a wild pitch to put the Swamp 
Bats up 4-0 early.

Valley rallied back to 
quickly take the lead back in 
the bottom of the second inning, 
batting around their entire line-
up. Conor Kiely hit an RBI 
single to score EJ Kreutzmann 
in his first at-bat of the season. 

Zach Ketterman hit an RBI sin-
gle to score Michael Zarrillo.

Will Gale walked with 
the bases loaded, AJ Guerrero 
hit an RBI single, then EJ 
Kreutzmann was hit by a pitch 
with the bases loaded, to allow 
the Blue Sox to take the lead 
5-4.

Kurt Thomas took over for 
Yagesh in the top of the third, 
pitching two innings while 
allowing one run. 

See BLUE SOX, page 8

Teams clinch playoff spots 
as season nears close

Braeden Lamirande gets an out at first for DiFranco.	 Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

See PLAYOFF, page 8

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

Agawam’s Cam Rivest delivers a pitch for DiFranco Realty. Zach Handzel, of Palmer, pitches for PeoplesBank. Cam McDonald throws to first.

Joe Ferry slides into third base safely.

Ryan Hemenway, of Wilbraham sizes up a pitch. Nicholas Wilken, of Ludlow, swings and connects.Dave Clark fields a grounder for PeoplesBank.

Bankers Bankers 
cash in cash in 
for finalsfor finals
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The game was close throughout, 
with the Angels and Twins trading leads 
a few times. Down 4-3 in the eighth, 
Trevor Portlock, of Wilbraham, drove 
home a run with a single to make the 
game 4-4. The Angels, unfortunately, 
could not bring home the go-head runs, 
which were at second and third with 
one out. Bergstrom was able to close the 
game in the ninth.

With the win, the Angels fell to 8-7 
and their regular season is finished. The 
Twins are 8-6, and had a makeup game 
scheduled with the Tigers on Wednesday 
at Spec Pond under the lights. A win 
gets the Twins to 9-6 and the final play-
off spot. But a loss would make the 
Twins 8-7 like the Angels, and put the 
Angels in the playoffs. The Angels hold 
a 2-1 advantage in their tiebreaker over 
the Twins this year, winning the first two 
matchups the teams had.

Elsewhere in the league, the Cubs 
cemented their playoff spot, winning 
their ninth game of the season with 
a 14-12 win over the Orioles. The 
Orioles would finish 1-14 and out of 
playoff contention.

The Cubs meet the Athletics on 
Thursday night with the top seeds on 
the line.

The Athletics defeated the Tigers 
on Sunday evening at Spec Pond 9-7. 
Both teams have already made the 
playoffs this year, but will look for 
momentum in their respective games 
later this week.

The two makeup games were 
necessi tated from rainouts  last 
Thursday night that wiped out all the 
action about two hours before the 
games were scheduled.

The playoffs are currently sched-
uled for this Sunday at Spec Pond with 
the 2 and 3 seeds playing at 2:30 p.m. 
and the 1 and 4 seeds playing at 6 p.m.

Keene tied the game at five after 
Bryan Padillia was hit by a pitch with the 
bases loaded.

Valley took the lead back in the bot-
tom of the fourth after Michael Zarrillo 
walked with the bases loaded to put the 
team ahead 6-5.

Third Baseman Zach Ketterman 
made his first appearance on the mound 
this season, taking over for Thomas in 
the top of the fifth inning. The right-
hander pitched two innings with three 
strikeouts, allowing one run. 

The Swamp Bats tied the game at 
six following an RBI single in the top of 
the fifth, but Valley quickly took the lead 
back in the bottom of the inning after 
Guerrero hit an RBI groundout. 

Center Fielder Will Gale also made 
his first appearance on the mound this 
season, taking over for Ketterman in the 
top of the seventh inning. The speedy 

outfielder pitched one inning, allowing 
one run and striking out one batter. 

The Swamp Bats tied the game at 
seven in the top of the seventh inning 
after an RBI single.

CJ Willis, a position player who has 
made four different appearances on the 
mound this season, once again saw him-
self on the mound after relieving Gale 
in the top of the eighth inning. Willis 
pitched two scoreless innings to earn 
himself his second win of the season. 

The Blue Sox took the lead in the 
bottom of the eighth after 2023 All-Star 
EJ Kreutzmann hit an RBI single to score 
Collier Cranford. 

Willis pitched a clean ninth inning 
to secure the victory and division title for 
the Blue Sox.

With the NECBL Playoffs beginning 
Monday night, the Blue Sox remained at 
home to host their division rival Bristol 
Blues in the first game of a best-of-three-
game series. 

PLAYOFFS, from page 7 BLUE SOX, from page 7

WINCHESTER,  N.H.  –  Joel 
Belanger and Carlos Grenier each scored 
his first career Monadnock Speedway 
victory Saturday at the historic high-
banked oval.

Belanger won the nightcap 30-lap-
per in the NHSTRA Modifieds, while 
Nate Wenzel topped the first open-wheel 
go-round. Grenier earned his victory lap 
by holding Colton Martin at bay to win 
the 50-lap Pure Stock main event. In the 
NHSTRA Late Models, it was Hillary 
Renaud scoring her first win of the sum-
mer and, in so doing, becoming the fifth 
different LM victor this year.

Steve Miller Jr. won for the first time 
this year in the Six Shooters, and Adrian 
Smith continued to outrun everyone as 
he dominated en route to his third 2023 
Young Guns victory.

Wenzel’s win in the first Modified 
feature came gift-wrapped in the form 
of a Brian Chapin/Tyler Leary last-lap 
tangle that saw Wenzel avoid the mess 
immediately before him as he darted 

off to victory.
Chapin had taken control on lap 

three and was probably already making 
plans for where the night’s trophy would 
later be displayed when he and Leary, up 
to second on lap 25, jingled in turn two 
as the checkers awaited them less than a 
lap away. Wenzel steered clear and blast-
ed to his second win of the summer.

In the nightcap, Belanger held off 
all challengers to wire the event for his 
first career victory on the high banks. 
Geoff Rollins got up for second on lap 15 
but, on this night, was no match for the 
speedy Belanger. Rollins was the night’s 
overall Modified winner, putting together 
a pair of deuce runs. Aaron Fellows and 
Scott Zilinski each had a third for their 
hard night’s work.

A field of 21 potent chargers went to 
war in the night’s Pure Stock 50-lapper. 
Carlos Grenier, starting up front, had 
seen victory slip away from him in his 
last outing on the high banks and wasn’t 
about to let it happen again.

He led Dominick Stafford on laps 
one and two, with two-time winner 
Colton Martin then taking over on a 
restart and riding in Grenier’s shadow the 
rest of the way.

While the lap-two jingle didn’t 
affect the race’s outcome, it strongly 
impacted the mid-season points chase. 
Multi-time track champ and points titan 
Chris Davis, along with Zach Phillips 
and Andrea St. Amour were the big vic-
tims in this one, with Davis’ early demise 
dropping him to 20th on the night.

Grenier and Martin fought hard the 
rest of the way, with Zach Zilinski in 
close tow until 2022 Claremont champ 
Chris Chambers claimed third on lap 42. 
Grenier, third his last time out, prevailed 
to take a happy victory lap.

Hillary Renaud used her Saturday 
victory in the NHSTRA Late Models to 
leapfrog two spots in the points parade 
into second. She led all the way, with 
Haydon Grenier – up to second on lap 
two – strong in his runner-up perfor-

mance. Points leader and reigning track 
champ Tim Wenzel used a final-turn blast 
to snatch third from JD Stockwell.

Steve Miller Jr. took the lead from 
Jacob Scott on lap three of the Six 
Shooter feature and never looked back. 
Scott then had his hands full for much of 
the race holding off Miller’s father, Steve 
Sr., for second, as Scott, Miller Sr., and 
Andrew Scott took the checkers nose-to-
tail.

Adrian Smith took the lead from 
Madison Cousino on lap eight of the 
Young Guns feature and then blasted off 
to his third win of the summer. Cousino, 
impressive all night, held strong the rest 
of the way to earn her first career podium 
finish in second, while Markus O’Neil 
came home third.

After a week off, Monadnock 
Speedway will return to action on 
Saturday, August 5, when the high-
banked speedplant will host another full 
night of oval track racing featuring 50 
Lap Mini Stock Challenge.

Belanger, Grenier get first career wins in Monadnock races
◗  Sports

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

EAST LONGMEADOW – Two 
days after losing to fifth-seeded DiFranco 
Reality at home in game one of the Tri-
County League playoffs, fourth-seeded 
St. Joseph’s made the trek to the East 
Longmeadow High School baseball field 
looking to even the best of three series. 

Game two was a very close affair 
until the fifth inning.

With the score tied, 2-2, entering 
the bottom of the fifth inning, DiFranco 
Realty put together a rally. They wound 
up sweeping the opening round series 
with a 5-2 victory, last Wednesday night. 

“Anytime that you’re the higher 
seeded team and you don’t win a game 
in a playoff series, it’s very unfortunate,” 
said St. Joe’s manager Paul Marcinek. 
“We did have some good pitching in 
these two games, but we just didn’t exe-
cute at the plate. We just left a lot of guys 
on base.”

Marcinek shared the coaching duties 
with Jon Ferry.

DiFranco Realty celebrated a 6-1 
victory in game one. Game two was post-
poned for a day due to rain.  

St. Joe’s, who finished the regular 
season with an 8-10 record, left a total of 
six runners on base in game two. Five of 
them were stranded in scoring position.

DiFranco, who went 6-12 during the 
regular season, took a 1-0 lead against St. 
Joe’s righthander Brandon Magni in the 
bottom of the first inning.  

Centerfielder Cam Rivest, who’s 
from Agawam, lined a leadoff single into 
leftfield. Rivest moved to third base fol-
lowing a perfect sacrifice bunt by first 
baseman Andrew Bunger. 

After the next batter hit a ground 
ball back to Magni, an RBI single by 
designated hitter Carlos Pena gave the 
home team an early 1-0 lead.  

St. Joe’s did tie the score in their 
next at-bats. 

With one-out in the top of the 
second inning, second baseman Jon 

Nickerson hit a flyball double to right 
field. Nickerson, who went 2-for-3 in 
game two, scored the tying run when left 
fielder Eric Corley (3-for-3) singled to 
center.    

The duo of Nickerson and Corley 
combined for five of St. Joe’s seven base 
hits in game two. 

Nickerson, who also hit a bloop sin-
gle to right field with one-out in the top 
of the fourth, scored the go-ahead run 
when catcher Adam Zebian hit a ground 
ball to the shortstop. 

St. Joe’s didn’t keep the 2-1 lead for 
very long, 

With one-out in the bottom of the 
fourth, DiFranco Realty second baseman 
Josh Wood, who walked, scored the tying 
run when right fielder Cade Raymond 
blasted a double down the right field line.

The home team retook the lead in 
the fifth inning. 

Pena knocked home the first run of 
the frame with a double. Third baseman 
Nick Wilken followed with a single. 
After the next batter flied out, shortstop 
Ty Emet drew a walk which loaded the 
bases. 

Wood drove home two more runs 
with another double giving DiFranco a 
5-2 lead.   

After DiFranco Realty righthander 
Nate Morse retired eight batters in a 
row, Corley hit a ground ball single into 
left field leading the top of the seventh 
inning. Shortstop Greg Vouros also sin-
gled with one-out. Morse retired the next 
two batters on a pop-up and a strikeout, 
as DiFranco Realty advanced into the 
semifinals.

St. Joe’s season ends in playoff loss in quarterfinal round

Sam Schriber delivers a pitch for the Saints.
Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Brandon Magni makes a play for St. Joe’s during the 2023 season.
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 Sports ◗

BOSTON – In last month’s 
Bay State Games, the Western 
part of the state featured a vol-
leyball team. Here is a look 
at how they fared in some 
of their matchups held July 
8 and 9:

T h e  C e n t r a l  g i r l s 
t e a m  o p e n e d  u p  t h e 
Girls side of the showcase 
with strong play from  Katy 
O ’ C o n n e l l   ( N o r t h b o r o u g h , 
A lgonqu in  Reg .  HS)  and   L i ly 
Davidson  (Rutland, Wachusett Reg. 
HS), leading them to a 25-13 first game 
win. The second game saw more of 
the same, as the  Nault  twins  Victoria, 
and  Sabrina  (Shrewsbury, Shrewsbury 
HS) also helped power Central to a dom-
inant game one performance, winning 

the second set 25-12.

Coastal 2, West 0
This match fea-

tured an impressive 
start  for the West 
squad, as they held 
the lead numerous 

times thanks to  Sasha 
Fyfe  (Dalton, Waconah 

Reg. HS) and  Gabrielle 
Adams  (Greenfield, Frontier 

Reg. HS). Unfortunately, they were 
unable to hold the lead, as Coastal 
stormed back to grab a 25:16 win in 
the first set, and rolled through the sec-
ond game as well. Although closer in 
the end, the Coastal team found success 
thanks to consistent play from  Haley 
Jenkins  (Dartmouth, Dartmouth HS) 

and  Hannah Storm  (Swansea, Joseph 
Case HS).

West 2, Southeast 0
During this match, Southeast used 

a 6-point run, along with multiple div-
ing plays to help propel them to a quick 
25-15 first-game win. In the second 
game, West used great efforts from Chloe 
Schott (Longmeadow, Longmeadow HS) 
and  Gabriella Manes  (Feeding Hills, 
Agawam HS), however it wasn’t enough 
as  Zoe Smallman  (Weston, Weston HS) 
and Caroline Gray  (Whitman, Whitman-
Hanson Reg. HS) continued their good 
performances on the day, winning the 
second game 25-21.

The west would play in a challenge 
game on Sunday, July 9, but did not play 
in either of the medal games.

West showcased in volleyball

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Ordinance Committee 

of the Holyoke City Council 
and the Planning Board will 
hold a joint public hear-
ing on Tuesday, August 22, 
2023 at 6:30pm to hear a 
zone change application from 
DR to BC for Jose Almonte 
at 549-551 South Bridge St 
(029-08-002) to rebuild con-
venience store following a 
recent fire. Meeting will take 
place at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be 
accessed remotely via www.
zoom.us Meeting ID 831 
7743 6694 Meeting Passcode 
289877 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting 
ID and Passcode. Written pub-
lic comment can be submitted 
to publiccomment@holyoke.
org. For a copy of this applica-
tion or to submit written com-
ment for the hearing, please 
contact City Council Admin 
Asst Jeffery Anderson-Burgos 
at Anderson-BurgosJ@holy-
oke.org or by phone 413-322-
5525. 

Ordinance Chair 
Linda Vacon 

Planning Chair 
Mimi Panitch

08/04, 08/11/2023

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and 

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103  
Docket No. HD23P1527GD

In the interests of 
Vanessa Star Barrett 

of Holyoke, MA 
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER: 
Petition for Appointment
of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL
INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time: 
A hearing on a Petition for 
Appointment of Guardian of 
a Minor filed on 07/18/2023 
by Eric D Noiseux of 
Easthampton, MA and Amde 
Tana of Easthampton, MA 
will be held 08/28/2023 
01:45 PM Motion.

 Located: Judge Army 
- In Person: 50 State St 
Springfield, MA 01103 
Courtroom 2 - 4th Floor

2. Response to Petition: 
You may respond by filing 
a written response to the 
Petition or by appearing 
in person at the hearing. If 
you choose to file a written 
response, you need to:

File the original with the 
Court; and

Mail a copy to all inter-
ested parties at least five 
(5) business days before the 
hearing.

3. Counsel for the Min
or: The minor (or an adult on 
behalf of the minor) has the 
right to request that counsel 
be appointed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: 
If you are a parent of the 
minor child who is the sub-
ject of this proceeding you 
have a right to be represent-
ed by an attorney. If you 
want an attorney and cannot 
afford to pay for one and if 
you give proof that you are 
indigent, an attorney will be 
assigned to you. Your request 
for an attorney should be 
made immediately by fill-
ing out the Application of 
Appointment of Counsel 
form. Submit the application 
form in person or by mail at 
the court location where your 
case is going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Min
or at Hearing: A minor over 
age 14 has the right to be 
present at any hearing, unless 
the Court finds that it is not 
in the minor’s best interests.
Date: July 19, 2023

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

08/04/23

City of Holyoke, MA
RFP 2024-005OPED 

Consulting Services to 
provide a Comprehensive 

Plan for the Office of 
Planning and Development

Sealed Proposals due by 
8/16/2023 at 1:00 PM, EST

 Email submissions 
will not be accepted

The City of Holyoke is 
seeking sealed qualifications 
from qualified firms to pro-
vide professional consulting 
services for the creation of a 
new updated Comprehensive 
Plan for the City of Holyoke.

Involvement with any 
City of Holyoke Procurement 
shall be in accordance with 

M.G.L 30B, c. 149, 30& 39 
M. 30, c. 30B & 5, c. 7C & 
44-57. It shall be the respon-
sibility of each supplier to 
assure compliance with any 
OSHA, EPA, CORI, DEP, 
and/or FEDERAL, STATE of 
MASSACHUSETTS rules, 
and regulations or other 
requirements, as each may 
apply.

Sealed qualifications for 
this project shall be received 
by the City of Holyoke from 
qualified bidders submitted on 
forms furnished by the City 
and clearly identified on the 
outside of the bid with the 
name and address of the bid-
der, and the name and Bid 
Number of the project, and 
submitted to:
City of Holyoke, Purchasing

536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040

Please provide 1 original 
and 1 copy of your submittal.

D o c u m e n t s  c a n  b e 
requested in person at the 
Purchasing Office or via 
email from morrowj@holy-
oke.org

The city reserves the right 
to reject any and all submis-
sions based on the best inter-
est of the city.
08/04/2023

Notice
The Massachusetts State 

Lottery Commission (MSLC) 
has received a KENO License 
application from:

Donovan’s Irish Pub
80 Jarvis Avenue
Holyoke, MA
Estimated weekly traffic: 

(number of people):500.
Current No. of Cashier 

positions selling Lottery prod-
ucts: 0

Percentage of floor space 
currently devoted to Lottery 
sales: 0%

Percentage of floor space 
for KENO sales: 5%

Estimated annual gross 
revenues of current Lottery 
products: $0.

Estimated percentage of 
gross revenues from sales of 
Lottery products: 7%

Estimated net income 
to be derived from sales of 
KENO products at this loca-
tion: $6,000.

If you object to these 
agent(s) receiving a moni-

tor, you must do so, in writ-
ing, within twenty-one (21) 
days of receipt of this letter.  
If applicable, please address 
your written objection to 
the Massachusetts State 
Lottery Commission, Legal 
Department, 150 Mount 
Vernon Street, Dorchester, 
MA 02125 and send via email 
to cporche@masslottery.com 
or by mail.  Should you have 
any questions regarding this 
program or any other issues 
relative to the Lottery, please 
call the Lottery’s General 
Counsel, Greg Polin, at 781-
917-6057 or via email at 
gpolin@masslottery.com.  
We look forward to working 
with you as the Lottery con-
tinues its efforts to support the 
351 cities and towns of the 
Commonwealth.
08/04/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, August 
22, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.com ID: 836 3939 
8493; CALL IN *67 646 558 
8656 to hear, pursuant to the 
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6.4.6.4, a Special 
Permit for an Increase in Sign 
Size and Multiple Signs per 
wall for Gary Rome Carwash, 
at 180 Whiting Farms Road 
(Parcel 116-00-020), submit-
ted by New Holyoke Realty, 
LLC.

The complete application 
may be viewed through the 
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F, 
9–4 p.m.
Applicant: 
New Holyoke Realty, LLC 

Planning Board: 
Mimi Panitch

08/04, 08/11/2023

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning 

Board will hold a Public 
Hearing on Tuesday, August 
22, 2023 at 5:30 p.m. via 
Zoom.com ID: 836 3939 
8493; CALL IN *67 646 558 
8656 to hear, pursuant to the 
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance 
Section 6.4.6.4, a Special 
Permit for an Increase in Sign 
Size and Multiple Signs per 
wall for Mass Surgical, at 
249 High Street (Parcel 112-
03-003), submitted by Sign 
Techniques Inc.

The complete application 
may be viewed through the 
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F, 
9–4 p.m.

Applicant: 
Sign Techniques Inc. 

Planning Board: 
Mimi Panitch

08/04, 08/11/2023

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION

S w i n g i n g  B r i d g e s 
Auction Company, Lic #2755 
will hold a Public Auction on 
August 19, 2023. Unclaimed 
items to be sold at 9 a.m. 

at Pawn Depot Inc., 448 
Appleton St., Holyoke, MA 
01040.

20% buyers fee, 6.25% 
MA sales tax.
08/04, 08/11/2023

NOTICE TO 
CONTRACTORS

The City of Holyoke
536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040

(413) 322-5650
Invitation to Bid

# 2024 – 003E
2023-25 Traffic Calming &  

Safety Measures
MassDOT prequalifica-

tion of contractors with the 
class of work as, HIGHWAY 
CONSTRUCTION, for the 
project with an estimated 
Total Project Value (includ-
ing 2-year Extension Option 
costs) of $1,092,000 will be 
required.

Year 1 estimated project 
value is $364,000.

D o c u m e n t s  m a y  b e 
obtained electronically by 
email request at morrowj@
holyoke.org.

Sealed proposals will be 
received in the Purchasing 
Office, Holyoke City Hall, 
536 Dwight Street, Room 3, 
Holyoke, MA 01040 until 
2:00 PM on August 23, 2023, 
in which they will be publicly 
opened and read.

The City of Holyoke 
reserves the right to reject any 
and/or all proposals.
08/04/2023

 Public Notices ◗

Have the scoop on a local sports 
story? Want to submit a team photo, 
pass along a potential story idea, or 

just find out how to get a copy of that 
great photo of your young athlete? 
Please send all sports-related press 

releases and information to Sports 
Editor Greg Scibelli at: sports@tur-
ley.com or call, 1-413-283-8393.

How to contact The Holyoke Sun’s Sports Editor

T-Birds caravan 
event moved

SPRINGFIELD – The Springfield 
Thunderbirds today announced that 
the first installment of the T-Birds 
Community Caravan presented by 
Dunkin’ has been postponed to 
Saturday, Aug. 12 due to potential 
inclement weather this weekend.

The T-Birds Community Caravan 
will still make a total of three stops 
in the Springfield area throughout the 
summer months:

• Saturday, Aug.12 - Szot Park 
(Chicopee), 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.

• Saturday, Aug. 19 - Amelia Ice 
Arena (Westfield), 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. in conjunction with the T-Birds 
Street Hockey Tournament 

• Public skating from 10:50 to 
11:50 a.m.

• Saturday, Sept. 9 - Forest Park 
& Cyr Arena (Springfield), 1:00 to 
3:00 p.m.

Each event will  feature an 
appearance from Thunderbirds mas-
cot Boomer and team staff, as well as 
a wide variety of activities and ven-
dors, including a Dunkin’ Taste Truck, 
street hockey activities, and various 
food options.

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.



 10   •   AUGUST 4, 2023   •   The Holyoke Sun

(Ward 3), Kocayne Givner (Ward 4), 
Linda Vacon (Ward 5), Juan Anderson-
Burgos (Ward 6), Kevin Jourdain 
(At-Large), Jose Maldonado Velez 
(At-Large), Tess Murphy-Romboletti 
(At-Large) and Israel Rivera (At-Large).

Council President and current Ward 
7 Councilor, Todd McGee is not seek-
ing re-election. Nor are current Ward 
2 Councilor Will Puello and At-Large 
Councilor Peter Tallman. 

Of the nine current councilors who 
took out nomination papers, all nine 
turned in their papers for them to be cer-
tified. 

There are 18 new challengers who 
took out papers to run for spots on the 
city council. These challengers are: 
Victor Machado de Jesus (Ward 1), 
Diosdado Lopez Martinez (Ward 2), 
Janelle Mojica (Ward 2), Ashley Stackow 
(Ward 2), Carmen Yolanda Ocasio (Ward 
2), Anne Thalheimer (Ward 3), Ruth 
Garcia (Ward 4), William Diaz (Ward 
5), Guy O’Donnell (Ward 5), Meagan 
Blanche Magrath-Smith (Ward 7), Eileen 
Brady Leahy (Ward 7), Nicholas Duclos 
(Ward 7), Steve Rosenbush (Ward 7), 
Patricia Devine (At-Large),  Axel 
Fontanez (At-Large), Howard Greaney 
(At-Large), Mimi Panitch (At-Large) and 
Michael Sullivan (At-Large).

Fourteen of the challengers–Blanche 
Magrath-Smith, Brady Leahy, Devine, 
Fontanez, Garcia, Greaney, Machado 
de Jesus, Mojica, O’Donnell, Panitch, 
Rosenbush, Sullivan, Thalheimer and 
Yolanda Ocasio–got their nomination 
papers certified. 

Nine residents took out nomination 
papers to run for school committee. They 
were: Gustavo Romero Correa (Ward 
1), Yadilette Rivera-Colón (Ward 3), 
Gloria Caballero Roca (Ward 4), Faizul 
Sibdhanny Jr. (Ward 4), John Whelihan 
(Ward 5), William Collamore (Ward 
6), Eleanor Wilson (Ward 7), Luissette 
Arroyo Rosado (At-Large), Erin Brunelle 
(At-Large).

Of these candidates, eight got 
their nomination papers certified. 
They were: Arroyo Rosado, Brunelle, 
Caballero Roca, Collamore, Sibdhanny, 
Rivera-Colón, Whelihan and Wilson. 

The only person who took out 
papers to run for treasurer was current 
Interim Treasurer Rory Casey. Casey’s 
papers were certified; therefore, Casey 
will be on the ballot unopposed. 

If you are unsure of where you 
need to go to vote,  go to http://
w w w. w h e r e d o i v o t e m a . c o m / b a l /
MyElectionInfo.aspx. For further infor-
mation on the election, go to https://
www.holyoke.org/clerk-voter-informa-
tion/.

ELECTION, from page 1

Legislation announced to combat extreme heat health risks
WASHINGTON – Sen. Edward 

J. Markey (D-Mass.), chair of the 
Senate Environment and Public Works 
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate, 
and Nuclear Safety, Sen. Alex Padilla 
(D-Calif.) and Sen. Kyrsten Sinema 
(I-Ariz.) and Rep. Suzanne Bonamici 
(OR-01), Rep. Marilyn Strickland (WA-
10) and Rep. Ruben Gallego (AZ-03) 
today reintroduced the Preventing Health 
Emergencies And Temperature-related 
Illness and Deaths Act to address the 
rising health risks of extreme heat. The 
announcement follows Earth’s hottest 
day on record, the predicted hottest 
day in the past 125,000 years, and new 
national and local responses to extreme 
heat.

As cl imate change continues 
to worsen, extreme heat events in the 
United States are becoming more fre-
quent, longer lasting, and more severe. 

Earlier this month, nearly one in three 
Americans were under an extreme heat 
advisory or warning. Prolonged exposure 
to this kind of heat can have dangerous 
consequences for human health, includ-
ing heat exhaustion, heat stroke, and even 
death. The Preventing HEAT Illness and 
Deaths Act would improve and expand 
inter-agency efforts, provide $100 million 
in financial assistance for community 
projects to reduce exposure to extreme 
heat, and issue recommendations for fed-
eral action on heat-health issues.

“It’s no coincidence that we’ve seen 
back-to-back record-breaking heat this 
summer, it’s the climate crisis announc-
ing it’s at our doorstep. We need to take 
bold and aggressive action to combat the 
climate crisis, but we also need to act 
fast to protect Americans from the health 
risks of extreme heat that we are expe-
riencing right now,” said Markey. “My 

legislation would direct $100 million in 
federal funding to help local communi-
ties on the front lines of the climate crisis 
stave off the worst outcomes of heat-re-
lated illness. As unprecedented waves of 
sweltering heat persist, I will keep calling 
on my colleagues in Congress to pass the 
Preventing HEAT Illness and Deaths Act 
and create a national response to save 
lives.”

“As we learned from the 2021 Heat 
Domes, we must actively pursue short-
term solutions to save lives during heat 
waves, in conjunction with long-term 
steps towards saving our planet,” said 
Strickland. “The Preventing HEAT 
Illness and Deaths Act will address the 
dangers of extreme summer temperatures 
on human health and equip communities 
with the ability to combat the heat-health 
crisis.”

The Preventing HEAT Illness and 

Deaths Act would: Create the National 
Integrated Heat Health Information 
System Interagency Committee to 
enhance inter agency efforts to address 
extreme heat; Formalize and expand 
the exist ing NIHHIS within the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, which was initiat-
ed under President Barack Obama; 
Commission a National Academies of 
Science, Engineering, and Medicine 
study on federal action on heat-health 
issues and response; and, establish and 
authorize a $100 million financial assis-
tance program to provide federal funding 
to community projects that reduce the 
health impact of extreme heat events, 
prioritizing projects in historically dis-
advantaged communities, communities 
with significant heat disparities associat-
ed with race or income, and communities 
with large gaps in heat preparedness.

◗  In The News

Final fiscal 2024 budget maintains Velis’ priorities 
Includes $750,000 
for local organizations 

BOSTON – After two months of 
negotiations, the Massachusetts State 
Legislature passed a final compromise 
budget for fiscal year 2024 yesterday and 
sent the legislation to Gov. Maura Healey 
for consideration. State Sen. John Velis 
(D-Westfield), who secured $3.76 mil-
lion in the Senate’s original budget, said 
he was pleased to see all of his funding 
and policy priorities maintained in the 
final budget. 

“It’s my job as senator to go down 
to Beacon Hill and zealously advocate 
for our district’s priorities however I 
can,” said Velis. “Over the past several 
months, my team and I have been meet-
ing with leaders and organizations across 
the commonwealth and I am grateful 
that my priorities in the Senate’s original 
budget have been maintained in the final 
FY24 budget we are sending to Governor 
Healey’s desk.”

Local funding secured
• $250,000 to the Greater Holyoke 

Chamber of Commerce for building 
restorations and business upgrades 
throughout the City of Holyoke.

• $70,000 to Barnes Air National 
Guard Base for base force protection 
support.

• $50,000 to Bay State Noble 
Hospital’s opioid treatment and over-
dose prevention community grant pro-
gram.

• $25,000 to the Greater Springfield 
Convention and Visitors Bureau to pro-
mote tourism in Western Massachusetts.

• $25,000 to the City of Agawam 
for ADA compliance improvements.

•  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  t h e  C i t y  o f 
Easthampton for ADA compliance 
improvements.

• $15,000 to the Children’s Museum 
of Holyoke.

• $10,000 to the South Holyoke 
Safe Neighborhood Initiative. 

• $10,000 to the Amelia Park 
Children’s Museum in Westfield.

Veterans Affairs initiatives 
• $500,000 to the Massachusetts 

General Hospital Home Base Program 
to expand trauma services for veterans 
across the state.

• $200,000 to implement the rec-
ommendations of last session’s Women 
Veterans Study, including expanding out-
reach to identify women veterans and 
services.

• Expanding eligibility for the MA 
Welcome Home Bonus to LGBTQ+ ser-
vice members who were dishonorably 
discharged under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”.

• $914,000 to Disabled American 
Veterans Department of Massachusetts 
Service Fund, Inc. to provide counseling 
and benefits assistance to disabled veter-
ans and their families.

• $100,000 to Vietnam Veterans of 
Massachusetts Inc to aid veterans in the 
commonwealth with filing claims for 
medical and financial benefits.

Health care initiatives 
• $500,000 to establish a Behavioral 

Health School Pilot Program that will 
allow school counselors and administra-
tors to call a specialist hotline to discuss 
behavioral health issues with students.

• Requiring the Board of Nursing 
Home Administrators to report on nurs-
ing home closures and whether the clo-
sures are in compliance with state reg-
ulations.

• Ensuring that physicians are able 
to access mental health resources after 
being referred to Physician Health 
Services. 

Another initiative from Velis in the 
Senate budget increased funding for the 
Massachusetts Alliance of Boys & Girls 
Clubs by $800,000, from $2.2 to $3 
million. That $3 million in funding was 
included in the final budget and will 
support Boys & Girls Clubs across the 
commonwealth in the next operating 
year.

With these initiatives now included 
in the Legislature’s final fiscal 2024 
budget, the legislation will now go to 
the governor for consideration. 

MiraVista welcomes No More Silence Massachusetts
HOLYOKE – Through a new part-

nership with MiraVista Behavioral Health 
Center, No More Silence Massachusetts, 
an area nonprofit that offers support to 
anyone affected by suicide loss, is chang-
ing the location of its meetings and 
expanding services. 

Terri Tracy and her husband Daniel 
founded No More Silence Massachusetts 
as suicide loss survivors. Each of the 
Tracy’s had brothers who died by suicide – 
Dan’s brother Thom in 2007 at age 40, and 
Terri’s brother Tommy in 2013 at age 42. 

“Our Suicide Attempt Survivors 
Group will offer support to those who 
have made a suicide attempt at least two 
years ago and are 21 years of age or older,” 
Tracy said.

The most recent government data 

indicates that in 2021 
there was an estimat-
ed 1.70 million suicide 
attempts in the United 
States.

“People come 
together and talk 
with each other more 
openly because they 
are surrounded by those 
who truly understand the type 
of loss experienced,” Tracy said. 
“Although everyone’s story is 
different and unique to them, the 
common factor is the loss to sui-
cide.”

Terri Tracey added that founding No 
More Silence Massachusetts has made 
her and her husband “both realize that our 

stories can help some-
one else, as well as 
realizing that others 
understand what we 
go through and are 
not alone.”

“We are very 
p l eased  to  have 

No More  S i lence 
Massachusetts support 

groups meet at MiraVista 
Behavioral Health Center,” said 
Kimberley Lee, MiraVista’s 

chief of creative strategy and 
development. “As a provider of 

services to those affected by mental health 
and substance use conditions, we know 
the importance of treatment and support 
for those seeking it. No More Silence 

Massachusetts provides comfort to those 
who have experienced suicide loss or 
attempted suicide in a setting where they 
can share their stories and know there are 
not alone on their journey of recovery.”

No More Silence Massachusetts 
meeting dates and times  are:

One-on-One Comfort Talks – 
Individual meetings the 1st Wednesday of 
the month beginning in August from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m.

Suicide Attempt Survivors Group – 
Meetings the 3rd Wednesday of the month 
beginning in August from 6:30 to 7:30 
p.m. 

Suicide Loss Survivor Group – 
Meetings the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of 
the month beginning in July from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m. 
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COLLECTOR PAYS CASH
for stamp collections,

large or small. Call Ron for sale or 
evaluation

(413)896-3324

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083

!!!!!FRESH CUT!!!!! Over a cord 
guaranteed. Cut, Split, Prompt deliv-
ery. Call D & D Cordwood (413)348-
4326.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor 
Wood Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titani-
um Stainless Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  
Call (508)882-0178

MISCELLANEOUS
15’ GRUMMAN CANOE WITH MO-
TOR MOUNT MINKOTA ELECTRIC, 
PADDLES ALUMINUM TRAILER 
FOR CANOE OR KAYAK ALL MIINT 
$850.00 (413)245-7409

MOVING SALE
15 RAINGER STREET SOUTH 
HADLEY MA. SAT & SUN., AUG 5 & 
6 8:00AM-4:00PM. MANY ITEMS IN-
CLUDING WASHER AND ELECTRIC 
DRYER.

WANTED TO BUY
ANTIQUES AND OLD STUFF WANT-
ED BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games,coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musical 
instruments, typewriters, sewing ma-
chines, tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, 
lamps, kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire department, 
masonic,license plates,beer-cans, 
barware, books, oil cans, advertising 
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more 
Donald Roy (860)874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns & sheds demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967-
6679

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING 
for all your interior & exterior needs.  
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall, 
siding, landscaping, clean-outs.  Com-
petitive pricing, References.  Please 
call Brendan (413)687-5552

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in 
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe,  insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING 
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow

Weekly mowing and yard maintenance
Landscape installation and restoration
Hedge trimming, pruning, and mulch-
ing. Schedule fall lawn overseeding 
and repair.

Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial and Residential

S&S LANDSCAPING 
Residential and Commercial

Yard clean ups, lawn mowing, lawn 
repair, fertilizing, mulch, stone, hedge 
trimming, planting. Free estimates, Ful-
ly licensed and insured.

You’ll like us mower
413-240-1992

TUNE-UPS

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps.  BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
PAINTING & MORE

Interior painting and small exteri-
or jobs. Chores and odd jobs too! 
Professional and reliable. No job 
too small. Servicing the Wilbraham 
area. Call Tom, 339-832-5682.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling.  30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages 
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  
Family owned/operated since 1950   
(413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478-
4212

STUMP 
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-
478-4212

SAW STUMP GRINDING 
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran 

Owned, Fully Insured
413-213-5470

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis.

GREEN STREET, PALMER Newly 
renovated 1 bedroom apt. porch, off-
street parking, coin-op laundry, $1,100/ 
mo includes heat. No Pets. Call Tom 
413-896-1555

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES XXXXXX

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 
or add $15 to run in 
ALL THREE ZONES.

 First ZONE base price  ___________

 Add a second ZONE ___________

 Add a third ZONE ___________

 Subtotal ___________

 x Number of Weeks ___________

 TOTAL Enclosed ___________

$10.00
$5.00

Quabbin
❏

Suburban
❏

Hilltowns
❏

Run my ad in the
following ZONE(s):

Includes
additional words

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  QUABBIN & SUBURBAN – FRIDAY AT NOON
  HILLTOWNS – MONDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 

and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

SNOWBLOWER &  LAWNMOWER
TUNE UP & REPAIR

AUTO

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Community 
Autumn Events
Event Should Be Non-Profit

& Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Send Us Your
Autumn Event

Information
Turley Publications will 

print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our 

Autumn Fest Supplement 
which will be published 

September 13, 2023.
Total circulation of 85,000

reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

Deadline 
for Calendar 

submissions is 
August 16.

Better Business Bureau advice on how to avoid rental scams
HOLYOKE – BBB Scam Tracker 

is getting reports of party hosts tricked 
by rentals that don’t materialize. Before 
planning the next party, get to know this 
scam to avoid being conned.

How the scam works
A consumer is planning a party and 

needs to rent supplies. They do a web 
or social media search and find a few 
options. For example, they may find a 
legitimate website with a convenient 
online booking system. Or the consum-
er might message someone through a 
social media account that seems profes-
sional. Either way, the “vendor” prom-
ises to reserve the rental for the date it’s 
needed, if the consumer pays a deposit 
first. The “vendor” may also require you 

to fill out a contact form with your per-
sonal details.

The date of the party arrives, and 
the rental tent, furniture, or other sup-
plies don’t arrive. At this point, the 
“vendor” may tell the consumer they’ve 
had an emergency and can’t deliver on 
their promise. However, the scammers 
will disappear completely when asked 
for the money back. Other times, the 
consumer can’t contact the rental com-
pany at all.

One consumer reported this experi-
ence to BBB Scam Tracker: “The day of 
the event, the rental never came. I called 
the phone number, and it went straight 
to an answering machine… I left several 
messages. None have been returned, and 
it has now been two months.”

How to avoid rental scams
Do the research before renting. 

Look for the rental company’s website 
and ensure it has accurate contact infor-
mation. Then, read consumer reviews 
about the company on third-party web-
sites, such as BBB.org. Search the busi-
ness name plus the word “scam” to 
ensure there are no reports of fraudulent 
business dealings.

Be careful with personal details. 
The consumer may need to fill out a 
contract with personal information, the 
consumer should make sure they are 
dealing with a legitimate, professional 
company before handing over sensitive 
information.

Be wary of people who contact ran-
domly on messaging apps. Legitimate 

businesses may use messaging apps to 
interact with customers, but it’s unlikely 
they will contact the customer out of 
the blue this way. Even if speaking with 
a business through a messaging app, 
ensure they have a website and working 
contact information.

Always pay with a credit card. 
It’s much easier to dispute fraudulent 
charges using your credit card. If pay-
ing with a debit card or cash, the con-
sumer may not get your money back if 
scammed.

If you spot a party rental scam or 
any other kind of scam, report it to BBB.
org/ScamTracker to help build consumer 
awareness. Always look for businesses 
that follow BBB Accreditation Standards 
and BBB Standards for Trust.

◗  In The News

duced the idea of hosting one in Holyoke 
and the non-profit organization Nueva 
Esperanza took it from there. 

“I feel like I’m not missing out on 
the festival in Puerto Rico because now I 
have it here,” Rodriguez said. 

The first celebration was held last 
year and everyone was excited to have it 
again this year. 

“I was born and raised here in 
Holyoke and I’ve heard a lot about the 
Fiestas Patronales de Holyoke and I 
remember growing up saying ‘I want to 
go,’ and a lot of my family members from 
Puerto Rico used to speak very highly 
about it,” Rodriguez said. “Just to know 
that we have done it here in Holyoke…it’s 
amazing.”

Holyoke’s Fiestas Patronales brings 
people from around the U.S. and the 
world to enjoy and take part in the cele-

bration. Singers Manny Manuel, George 
Lamond, Michael Stuart and more will be 
coming to perform. 

“People are calling from Puerto Rico 
asking for dates because they want to 
come out here to Holyoke to be a part of 
the Fiesta Patronales,” Rodriguez said. 
“Just to have people from Connecticut, 
New Jersey, New York calling because 
this person is going to perform…I feel 
very proud to be Puerto Rican, I’m very 
proud to be a part of this committee and 

proud to live in Holyoke.”
On top of the more famous per-

formers, there will also be local artists 
performing for the first several hours of 
each night, including the Draglio Music 
Academy and Star Dancers Unity, both of 
whom will be performing on Sunday. 

At the event there will be a multitude 
of local vendors and artists of all kinds for 
attendees to enjoy.

“Most of our vendors are local, no 
one outside of Holyoke and Springfield,” 

Rodriguez said. “We are trying to keep 
our money in the city and surrounding 
areas and support our own local business-
es.”

The food vendors promise to pro-
vide a wide variety of Puerto Rican foods, 
such as frituras. 

“The biggest thing I’m looking for-
ward to is definitely the food,” Rodriguez 
said. “We have a lot of good vendors this 
year.”

There are already plans underway 
to host this event again next year. Next 
year the event will be even bigger with 
Rodriguez promising rides for attendees 
to enjoy.

“Next year we’ll have the rides, 
we’ve already set that in place,” she 
promised. 

To learn more about this celebration 
and the schedule set for the weekend, go 
to https://nuevaofholyoke.org/fiestaspa-
tronales/. 

FIESTAS, from page 1


