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Mall shooting
suspect held
without bail

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - A juve-
nile male who was involved
with a shooting incident
at the Holyoke Mall last
Friday has been ordered
held without bail and soon
could be sentenced as an
adult for the incident.

The juvenile, who
cannot be named because
of his age, was from
Springfield according
to the Hampden County
District Attorney’s Office.

Hampden District
Attorney Anthony Gulluni
said the incident could
have been much worse, and
emphasized the dangers of
young people possessing
and using guns.

“This harrowing sit-
uation could have ended
much worse. Juveniles and
guns is a recipe for disas-
ter,” Gulluni said.

The incident happened
at about 4:30 p.m. last
Friday afternoon. Police in

Holyoke responded to a
report of shots fired at the
mall.

According to the DA’s
report, a Holyoke Mall
security officer observed
an individual who was
allegedly shoplifting. The
security officer alerted
Holyoke Police who were
working a detail assign-
ment within the mall.

The suspect was
approached by officers
near the middle of the mall
close to Roundl, a bowl-
ing and arcade place at the
mall. The juvenile showed
a firearm and discharged
the weapon, leading to a
brief firefight. The juve-
nile was shot in the leg by
police and transported to
Baystate Medical Center in
Springfield. He was arrest-
ed and the firearm he used
was recovered in the inci-
dent.

Gulluni said he plans
to pursue a youthful

See MALL, page 9
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Krawczynski brothers receive
U.S. Coast Guard Award

WILBRAHAM/
HOLYOKE - Paul 1J.
Krawczynski of Wilbraham
and his brother Richard M.
Krawczynski of Holyoke
received The Larry and
Lenore Closson Family
Award for their extended
participation in US Coast
Guard Auxiliary Programs at
the recent US Coast Guard
Auxiliary District Training
Conference on April 26.

Recently, Division
9 gathered to celebrate
Richard Krawczynski’s 55
years of active service to the
US Coast Guard Auxiliary.
For the Krawczynski fami-
ly, that’s just the tip of the
iceberg. Richard
became a mem-
ber along with
his brother-in-
law, A. Paul
Dexdrader on
December 8,
1969. Slightly
less than two
years later, they
were joined by
Richard’s broth-
er, Paul Krawczynski
(September 2, 1971).
Following in family tradi-
tion, the three were joined
by Richard’s son, Anthony,

Paul Krawczynski working on

the installation of new repeater
antennae on top of Skinner
House on Skinner Mountain.

in 1996, who
served for 10

and held staff appointments
over their entire careers,

years. while simultaneously mentor-
The brothers and broth- ing and supporting those who
er-in-law, all AUXOP followed them.

Mr. Dexdrader crossed
the bar in 2004 with 34.4

Members, served as Flotilla
and Division elected officers

Richard Krawczynski working recently installing a
new repeater antennae up at Skinner Mountain in
South Hadley/Hadley, MA.

Submitted photos

years of service. A proud
WWII veteran, he was desig-
nated as a Master Instructor,
Vessel Examiner, Program
Visitor and Cox’n. He served

See AWARD, page 10

Paint by Number program hosted at library

By Quinn Suomala
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Public Library held
a Paint by Number program
for teens.

Teens were welcomed
into the library to work on
different Paint by Number
projects while enjoying
snacks and music.

“I’'m looking forward to
seeing how they come out,”
Teen Librarian Robin Siniaho
said. “I hope the teens have a
good time and get to create
some art.”

Siniaho was inspired to
do the event when she heard
of another local library doing
something similar for adults.

“I thought, ‘wow, the
teens would really like this,””
Siniaho said.

To prepare for the
event Siniaho did a variety
of research to try to find the
perfect kits.

“I did a bit of research
because the Paint by Number
kits come in all different
kinds and I wanted to have
ones that would work in
the space and that the teens
would enjoy,” Siniaho said.

In the end she decided

on four different options,
each featuring a nature-relat-
ed scene.

“I tried to find some
colorful, interesting ones,”
Siniaho said. “These all look
pretty magical.”

All of the teens who
came had a lovely time.
Many of them have been
consistently coming to the
library for all of the teen pro-
grams this summer, some-
thing Siniaho has greatly
enjoyed.

“A highlight for the sum-
mer has been just getting to

know everybody,” Siniaho
said. “We’ve been having a
lot of fun.”

The week before the
Paint by Number event
Siniaho put on a game day
for the teens where they got
to play giant board games.

“We played a giant Sorry
game where the pieces were
so large we had to play it on
the floor,” Siniaho said. “It
was the most competitive
game of sorry I have ever
played.”

The library has more
programming for teens on

every Tuesday and Thursday
at around 1 p.m. through the
end of summer.

“We are going to do a
teen movie night and pizza
party,” Siniaho said.

Siniaho is glad that she
has been able to have these
consistent programs for the
teens so they know they can
always have something to do
at the library.

On top of these pro-
grams for teens, the library
also has programs for young-
er children and for adults.

See PAINT, page 10

Refreshments were provided for the for participants.

Turley photo by Quinn Suomala

Fiesta Patronales celebration continues this weekend

HOLYOKE - Mayor
Joshua A. Garcia invites
visitors and residents to be
a part of this year’s Fiestas
Patronales of Holyoke — a
four-day celebration tak-
ing place from July 31 to
August 3.

“Now in its fourth year,
this annual event continues

to grow, bringing together
the community to celebrate
the rich cultural heritage
of Holyoke and Western
Massachusetts,” Mayor
Garcia said.

“Fiestas Patronales is
a celebration of the music,
food, and dance that define
Puerto Rican culture — an

essential part of what makes
Holyoke unique,” he said.
“With thousands turning
out, this is an incredible
opportunity to connect with
the community, showcase
your brand, and be part of
an unforgettable cultural
experience.”

Holyoke is home to the
first Puerto Rican Cultural
District in Massachusetts
and only the second in
the nation. This designa-
tion is the result of years
of dedication and collabo-
ration between the City of
Holyoke, Nueva Esperanza,
and partners across the
state.

As part of Holyoke’s
ongoing efforts to celebrate
and preserve Puerto Rican
culture, the Patronales hon-
ors a different town in Puerto
Rico each year. This year, the
Fiestas recognizes Comerio,
a town rich in history and
heritage. Founded on June
12, 1826, Comerio was orig-
inally known as Sabana del
Palmar (Palm Savannah)
due to its abundance of
palm trees. In 1894, the City
Council successfully peti-
tioned the Spanish Crown to
rename the town Comerio, in
honor of the indigenous caci-
que, or chief, Comerio, who
once lived in the region.

Ballot finalized
following closure
of nominations

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - Earlier
this week, City Clerk
Brenna Murphy Leary has
announced the lineup for
the upcoming Preliminary
and Municipal Elections.
The deadline for submit-
ting nomination papers
to get on the Nov. 4,
Municipal Election ballot
was Tuesday, July 29. The
ballot signals Preliminary
races in Wards 1 and 5.

She said preliminary
races occur when more
than two candidates seek
the same seat. There will
be preliminary contests for
City Councilor in Ward
1 and School Committee
Member in Ward 5. The
Preliminary Election will
be held on September 16,
2025, and polls will be
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The closure of the
nomination process has
signaled that Mayor
Joshua Garcia will not
have a challenger. Garcia
defeated multiple candi-
dates to gain the mayor’s
seat four years ago. Garcia
won a primary and then
defeated City Councilor

Michael Sullivan in the
November 2021 election.
Garcia will likely win his
second term as mayor bar-
ring a major write-in cam-
paign from another candi-
date.

Leary laid out the rest
of the ballot for this fall,
including a couple of pri-
maries that will need to
take place.

The Ward 1 City
Council Preliminary bal-
lot will list incumbent
Jenny Rivera and chal-
lengers Victor Machado
and Jose R. Candelario.
The Ward 5 School
Committee Preliminary
will involve newcomers
Jens M. Michaelsen, James
Alan Rossmeisl, and Aida
Luz Oquendo Oquendo.
Incumbent Ward 5 School
Committee Member John
G. Whelihan is not seeking
re-election. The top two
candidates in both of those
races will move on to the
Municipal Election being
held on November 4, 2025.

Preliminary Election
polls will be open from 7
a.m. until 8 p.m. at the fol-
lowing locations:

See BALLOT page 9



» InThe News

New leadership announced on Boy Scout Gouncil

HOLYOKE - The
Scouting America Western
Massachusetts Council is
proud to announce its new
leadership team. Craig Sims
was recently hired as the
Council’s professional Scout
Executive and CEO to man-
age the day-to-day operations
of the Council. Sims comes
to the Western Massachusetts
Council from Colby College
where he was associate direc-
tor of class philanthropy and
engagement and brings more
than 35 years of proven lead-
ership in the areas of organi-
zational fundraising, sales &
business strategy, and oper-
ations management. Sims
is a former Senior District

Executive in Scouting America
and served with both the Del-
Mar-Va Council in Delaware
and in the Chester County
Council in Penn. for 10 years.
In addition to Sims, L.
Scott Rice has been elect-
ed to the position of council
president and chairman of the
board of directors. Rice is a
retired lieutenant general and
former director of the Air
National Guard for more than
108,000 Air Guard members
and civilians in 175 geograph-
ically separated units in 213
locations throughout 54 states,
territories, and the District of
Columbia, with an annual bud-
get of $11.5 Billion. He brings
significant leadership, strat-

egy and organizational man-
agement skills to the council.
Rice is an Eagle Scout and
holds both bachelor’s and mas-
ter’s degrees from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute.
Rounding out the
Council’s ‘Key Three,” who
collectively ‘manage’ the orga-
nization is Richard Belford,
elected to the position of coun-
cil commissioner. Belford is a
retired chief master sergeant
with the U.S. Air Force and
has more than 35 years of
leadership and management
experience in the public, pri-
vate, and nonprofit sectors.
Belford is an Eagle Scout,
holds two MBA degrees from
Salem University in West

Virginia, and is a certified
non-profit professional,

For the coming year, the
council is focused on growing
its membership and units com-
prised of Cub Scout Packs,
Scout Troops, Venturing
Crews, Sea Scout Ships and
Explorer Posts. Currently
the Council has nearly 1,500
youth members and adult vol-
unteers across the four Western
Massachusetts counties. With
this growth goal in mind, the
council has recently secured
funding to hire two addition-
al recruiting professionals, for
the next two years, to augment
the current recruiter focused
primarily on the Explorer
Program. Scouting America

offers youth programs for boys
and girls from kindergarten
to age 20, and both tradition-
al ‘Scouting’ and ‘specialty’
programs such as Venturing,
Exploring and Sea Scouts. In
short, there’s something for
everyone in the Western Mass.
Scouting America program.
The Western Mass.
Council kicked off its summer
camp program on July 6 at the
H.A. Moses Scout Reservation
in Russell, Mass. The council
will operate an overnight camp
through July, offering a wide
variety of fun activities, merit
badges and rank advancement
opportunities to the partici-
pants. Camp activities include
archery, rifle/shotgun shooting,

all-terrain vehicles, camping,
campfires, camp songs and
skits, nature and conservation,
group sports and games, arts
and crafts, STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) skills, as well
as swimming, canoe/kayaking,
sailing, and fishing.

Denis Gagnon, president
and CEO of Excel Dryer in
East Longmeadow, Mass.,
and a former president of
the Western Mass. Council,
Scouting America has said that
the scouting program is “the
most effective character devel-
opment, citizenship engage-
ment, personal fitness, and
leadership program in America
for our youth and parents.”

Therapy
dog to
visit library

HOLYOKE -
Holyoke Public Library
will host a visit from
Maki the Therapy Dog.
He will appear on Aug.
18 and 25 from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m. on the fourth
floor. Call for a 15-min-
ute time slot.

Community meal sandwich event

HOLYOKE - How
do you like your sand-
wich? Well, you can make
it your way at United
Congregational Church
of Holyoke’s August
Community Meal, where
make your own sandwich-
es will be featured on the
menu. Dinner will be served
Aug. 8 at 5 p.m. followed by
a family movie at 6 p.m.

The Community Meal is
hosted on the second Friday

evening of each month at
the church at 300 Appleton
Street. All Are Welcome to
attend, and the meal is com-
pletely free of charge. The
menu changes monthly; past
meals have featured lasagna,
Thanksgiving dinner, break-
fast for dinner, steak sand-
wiches, and more. Parents
must accompany their chil-
dren.

The United
Congregational Church of

Holyoke is an Open and
Affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ.
We welcome all individuals,
regardless of where they are
on their journey. If you’d
like to learn more about
UCCH, please visit our web-
site at www.uccholyoke.
org, find us on Facebook or
Instagram, or call our office
at 413-532-1483 Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

HCC to hold Registration Express on Saturday

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College will
hold a special “Registration
Express” event for Fall
2025 classes on Saturday,
Aug. 2, when prospec-
tive students can apply for
admission, take the college
placement test, meet with an
academic adviser, register
for classes, and set up finan-
cial aid — all in one day.

HCC’s Registration
Express event will be held
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the
first floor of the Campus
Center on the main campus
at 303 Homestead Ave. and
virtually over Zoom.

Fall 2025 classes begin
Tuesday, Sept. 2. HCC also
has Flex Start dates on Sept.
15 and Oct. 27.

Registration Express

will also be an opportuni-
ty for prospective students
to learn about MassEducate
and MassReconnect, the
state’s programs for free
community college.
“Admissions, financial
aid, and advising coun-
selors will be available to
help students get ready for
both summer and fall,” said
Mark Hudgik, director of

admissions and onboarding.
Those who can’t
make it in person can
still participate on those
days virtually through the
Advising Center Zoom
link. The Registration
Express Zoom link can be
accessed through a link on
the Registration Express
page on the HCC website:
hcc.edu/regexpress.

Hibernians
annual picnic Aug. 24

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties invites
the public to attend the
Annual Traditional Summer
Picnic featuring The Healy’s
at Hamel’s Summit View
Pavilion 555 Northampton
St Holyoke on Sunday, Aug.
24 from 1 to 5 p.m., rain or
shine.

Tickets are $30 per per-
son for adults and 16-and-
over, kids 10-15 are $15.

For reservations by
Tuesday, Aug. 19 call Joe
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O’Connor at 413-627-7148 or
Fran Hennessey at 413-785-
5687 aoh-holyoke.com

The Maurice A. Donahue
Memorial Scholarship will be
presented.

There will be Irish-
American Music; dancing; A
Super BBQ-hot dogs, ham-
burgers, potato salad, tossed
salad, dessert; coffee. Also,
included is a cash bar; kid’s
games; giant raffle.

The event will bene-
fit the Maurice A. Donahue
Memorial Scholarship.
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HOLYOKE - Come
to the Holyoke Public
Library on Tuesday, Aug.
19 from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
in the community room.

Learn to balance your
‘chakra’ at the library

If you enjoyed the
sound healing class-
es last winter, please
come try this out as well.
Registration is required

Julia Nadolny will teach
you how to balance your
chakras and to clear
bloackages through your
chakras.

to participate in this pro-
gram. For more informa-
tion, please email Abbey
at abuedinger @holyokeli-
brary.org.

Greek Festival to held
at Holy Trinity Aug. 23

HOLYOKE — A Greek
Festival will be held on
Saturday, Aug. 23 at the
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox
Church Grounds from 11:30
a.m. to 4 p.m. at 410 Main
Street, Holyoke.

Greek food, pastries
music, vendors and fami-

ly-friendly features. We look
forward to sharing another
“Greek Day in Holyoke”
with you. Admission is free;
Ample parking.

For more information,
contact Sharon at 533-9880
or email holytrinityofholy-
oke@gmail.com.

Library’s History Room
hosting Genealogy labs

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke History Room,
located at Holyoke Public
Library, is inviting the public
to come research in compa-
ny, and seek advice from two
professional genealogists.

The history room is
hosting Genealogy Labs on
the fourth Wednesday of the
month.

The next one will be
held on Wednesday, Aug. 27
from 2:30 to 5 p.m.

Free youth kayaking offered

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Rows is pleased to announce
another great lineup of
free summer programming
to help our community
get out and explore on the
Connecticut River. From
free all ages kayaking days
to a free learn to row week
for Holyoke, Chicopee and
Springfield middle and high
school students, there are
endless options to enjoy the
outdoors from our boathouse
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones
Ferry Rd, in Holyoke.

Holyoke Rows is
pleased to announce Free

Summer Nights for Youth
and Families that will take
place Mondays/Wednesdays
through Aug. 20 from 5:30 to
8 p.m. Children, youth, and
families are invited to come
down to the boathouse for
free kayaking, fishing, and
more. No registration need-
ed, all equipment & instruc-
tion provided. Enjoy the out-
doors from our boathouse
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones
Ferry Rd., in Holyoke.

This program is offered
as part of the Massachusetts
DCR Summer Nights grant
program.
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Wistariahurst featuring ‘COA artists’ in upcoming exhibit

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
excited to welcome senior
artists into the gallery for
“Creating COA Artists.”

This exhibition features
artists involved in Holyoke’s
senior center and Council on
Aging. Participating artists
have anywhere from months
to decades of experience,
and this exhibition cele-
brates artists at all stages. A
variety of mediums are fea-
tured in this exhibition from
watercolor, to acrylic, to
ceramics and textiles. This

PRICES IN RED
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»V LAST YEAR’S PRICE
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BEEF SHAVED STEAK....ocucner”

diverse selection of artwork
shows both a range of expe-
rience and mediums, com-
ing together to form a truly
unique exhibit.

The Holyoke Council on
Aging and Senior Center has
hosted a variety of art class-
es, encouraging their visitors
to continue or begin creating.
Many members of the senior
center have used these class-
es to embrace their passion
for the visual arts. Some of
the artwork on view in the
exhibit at Wistariahurst has
been created in these classes.
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The opening recep-
tion of “Creating COA
Artists” will be held
Thursday, Aug. 21 from
5 to 7 p.m. Wistariahurst
is an artist-friendly space
that encourages creativity
and supports the growth of
this region’s artists. Open
Gallery Hours will be held
on Mondays (10 a.m. to 2
p-m.) and Tuesdays (4:30 to
6:30 p.m.) through Sept. 23,
which will also be free and
open to the public. We hope
that you stop by and explore
“Creating COA Artists.”

This program is fund-
ed in part by a grant from
the Holyoke Local Cultural
Council, a local agency
which is supported by the
Mass Cultural Council, a
state agency.

Visit the link below
to register for the open-
ing reception. Registration
is not required, but
encouraged: https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/
opening-reception-cre-
ating-coa-artists-tick-
ets-1505175413179?aff=o0d-
dtdt creator.
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> May 24-31, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

> July 19-26, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Halifax & Bermuda Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway

» August 30-September 6, 2026 from $1699
7-Night Canada & New England Cruise-Aboard Norwegian Breakaway
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Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com
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In The News ¢

Paranormal program to haunt Old Meeting House Museum

By Charles F. Bennett
Times Editor Emeritus

paranormal activity.
Unexplained Phenomena
According to

WILBRAHAM
— Historian David
Bourcier, pres-
ident of the
Atheneum Society
of Wilbraham that
operates the Old
Meeting House
Museum in the
center of town, is
asking the commu-
nity: “Have you ever won-
dered what goes bump in the
night? Then, join us at the
Old Meeting House Museum
on Sunday, Aug. 10 at 2 p.m.
for a fascinating afternoon
with Agawam Paranormal, a
nearby team of experienced
investigators who explore
reported paranormal activity
in the area.”

Rob Goff, founder,
director and lead investiga-
tor of the Paranormals will
be the guest speaker at the
museum’s Open House on
Aug. 10. The community
event is free, open to the pub-
lic and runs from 2 to 4 p.m.
Refreshments will be served
and the Gift Shop will be
open.

Founded by Rob
Goff Sr. in 2007, Agawam
Paranormal is a close-knit
team of family and friends
who conduct investigations at
homes, businesses, and his-
toric sites suspected of being
haunted. Their work is root-
ed in a scientific approach,
using a wide array of equip-
ment and techniques to doc-
ument potential evidence of

their website, the
group has over 30
years of personal
experience in the
paranormal field.
Rob Goff has led
the Paranormals in
exploring countless
unexplained phe-
nomena. To ensure
professionalism
and preparedness, Goff devel-
oped a comprehensive train-
ing program—"“Ghostology
101”—which all team mem-
bers must complete before
joining active investigations.
The course covers everything
from investigative protocol
and equipment usage to types
of hauntings, apparitions, and
how to respectfully engage
with the unknown.

Goff became interest-
ed in the paranormal over
30 years ago when he was
witness to things that he was
never able to adequately
explain, even to himself. He
has done extensive research
on the subject and has a sci-
entific mindset and approach
to any investigation.

He also conducts and
oversees all of the team train-
ing for new investigators. His
popular “Ghostology” series
are often presented at local
libraries.

Goff is aided by his
wife, Hope Goff, co-found-
er, assistant director and
lead investigator. Hope says
she has actually lived with a
haunting and as such, brings

a unique point of view and
perspective to all of the
investigations.

She takes a compas-
sionate approach to both the
clients and the suspected
hauntings, especially if it is
believed that the haunting is
caused by a child spirit. She
also enjoys being one of the
team’s “Spirit Photographers”
and is very proficient with
all of the equipment and
habitually thinks “outside
of the box” during inves-
tigations. As if all of this
wasn’t enough, Hope says
also makes the best chocolate
chip cookies in the area.

Agawam Paranormal Director Rob Goff Sr.
conducts a pre-investigation briefing at his
home at a previous event. His work is rooted
in a scientific approach, using a wide array
of equipment and techniques to document

potential evidence of paranormal activity.
Submitted photo

to be both educational and
entertaining.”

Donations to the muse-
um are welcome.

Museum Schedule

For the past several sea-
sons the Museum, owned
by the town and managed
by the Atheneum Society of
Wilbraham, has held guest
talks nearby at the Wilbraham
& Monson Chapel or at the
Wilbraham Library. But
this season the open hous-
es have come back home to
Sundays at the Old Meeting
House, built in

1793

OLD MEETING HOUSE MUSEUM

1794 as the first
Methodist meet-
ing house in New
England.

The August
10 event follows
previous open
houses featur-
ing Rich Howell,
historical re-en-

The

WILBRAHAM

actor and Kristin
Rivers, editor of

team also
includes two full-time psy-
chic/mediums, recognizing
that some individuals may
be more sensitive to spiritual
presence than others.
Bourcier is looking for-
ward to the next open house
at the museum. “Come hear
Rob and the team share some
of their most compelling case
studies, demonstrate their
investigative tools, and offer a
behind-the-scenes look at the
fascinating world of paranor-
mal research. Whether you’re
a skeptic, a believer, or just
curious, this event promises

The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times who demon-
strated that newspapering
is the first draft of history.
The July 10 open house was
a sweet one that gave out
Friendly’s treats at the Ice
Cream Social. The next open
houses are as follows:
September 7 -
“Treasures from the Attic
— Museum-style”. Curator
Lucy Peltier, aided by Trustee
Marty Lyman will search
through donated historical
items in boxes, closets, and
chests in the storage room
and attic of the Old Meeting

House to find items of various
areas of historical interest.

October 26 — “Early
gravestone carvers of
Wilbraham” by Derek
Strahan. Have you ever won-
dered where families got their
ideas as to what to put on a
gravestone?

November 9 — Popular
storyteller Dennis Picard will
talk about the Hessians, mer-
cenary soldiers for the British
in the Revolutionary War.

December 7 — The pop-
ular Christmas Tree Festival
where Wilbraham organiza-
tions decorate a Christmas
Tree in their own unique
style. An ice carver, holiday
treats and kids activities.

The Atheneum Society
was incorporated in 1963 as
a non-profit organization by
a group of concerned towns-
people that include people
like Charles and Llewlyn
Merrick, Jesse Rice and Peter
Ablondi. Their purpose was
to form a permanent local
group to preserve artifacts
and memorabilia relating
to the people and history of
Wilbraham. The Atheneum
Gift Shop sells a number of
Wilbraham history books. For
more information about the
Open Houses or the Museum,
search “Old Meeting House
Museum” on Facebook or
Instagram.

The Wilbraham-
Hampden Times Editor
Emeritus Charlie Bennett is
a member of the Wilbraham
Historic Commission and
a trustee of the Wilbraham
Atheneum Society.

Stanley Park invites community
to annual fundraiser on Sept. 13

WESTFIELD -
Stanley Park is pleased to
invite the community to
its Annual Fundraiser on
Saturday, Sept. 13 at 5 p.m.
in the Beveridge Pavilion.
This cherished event helps
sustain the Park’s natural
beauty, facilities, and free
public programs.

The evening will fea-
ture hors d’oeuvres, a
buffet dinner, dessert, a
cash bar, and show-stop-
ping entertainment from
Howl2Go Dueling Pianos—a
high-energy, interactive,

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

request-driven musical
experience where two pia-
nists battle it out with your
favorite songs and a healthy
dose of humor.

Returning this year is
an exciting online auction
with an added raffle, filled
with must-have prizes you
won’t want to miss out on,
including an hour-long sce-
nic plane ride for three, a
weeklong Cape Cod vaca-
tion, gift certificates to your
favorite local businesses,
museum passes, and much
more.

JOB OPPORTUNITY

News

meet strict deadlines

Turley%

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

Follow Stanley Park

on Facebook for exclusive
previews of auction and raf-
fle items leading up to the
event.

Seats are limited, so
don’t wait—reserve yours
now at https://auctria.
events/ivorykeysandmelo-
dies and enjoy a memorable
night while making a lasting
difference for Stanley Park.

Please call the
Development Office at 413-
568-9312 x108 or email
development@stanleypark.
org with any questions.

Chakra dance sessions offered

WESTFIELD - Join
us Aug. 18 on the Stanley
Park Acre Lawn next to the
Pavilion Annex from 6 to 7
p.m. for two Chakra Dance
sessions led by Harlene
Simmons from All Natural
Reiki.

Chakra dance is rhythm
for your soul, a move-
ment-based practice that
combines dance, music, and
visualization to balance and
activate the body’s seven
energy centers, or chakras.
This dance is to balance
your Chakras (energy cen-
ters) and discover a deep-
ened connection to your

true self and feeling of
coming home.

Music for your Base
Chakra: vibrational, con-
necting your body to earth

Music for your Sacral
Chakra: sensual, connecting
to your inner goddess or god

Music for your Solar
Plexus Chakra: fiery &
dynamic, strong defined
movement.

Music for your Heart
Chakra: uplifting, joyful
softening of your heart.

Music for your Throat
Chakra: more ethere-
al, chanting as you dance,
expressing your inner truth.

Music for your Third
Eye Chakra: High vibra-
tions, opens up to intuitive
guidance through dance.

Music for your Crown
Chakra: opening to a feeling
of oneness, connected to the
divine.

Dress comfortably, easy,
flowing clothes are recom-
mended.

Donations to the Park of
$5 per person, per class, is
suggested.

For more information on
Chakra Dance classes and
all other Stanley Park events,
check online at: www.stan-
leypark.org.

paper

correspondent

The Holyoke Sun seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

¢ Must be dependable, professional and able to

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com
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WE DELIVER HAPPINESS!

Cannabis Delivered Straight to Your Door!

Why drive to a dispensary? BlazeXpress offers FREE,
discreet, same-day delivery of safe, legal cannabis directly
to your home. No traffic, no waiting—just fast, friendly
service and unbeatable convenience.

1
E% E Get $10 OFF your 1st order!
\ Use Promo Code: NEWS1

* Visit BlazeXpress.com or Call (413) 412-8525

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

Friday,
August Ist

The
Healys

onovan's

Irish Pub

Saturday, g .
August 2nd |

3-6pm
. s t d 'y i
. Friday, - AuZ:;I as¥h Ausg‘:lns‘:a%th
ugust 8th | sl ale 3-6pm
ireland DBk Jim McArdle P
 Ire & Jerry Frank
! the Band Murphy Serafino

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

LM Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm &KX

ey

Sunday, August 3rd
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

I’'m turning 70.

When should I apply for
Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I have a very simple
question: I will turn 70 on
Sept. 20 and want to start
my Social Security benefits
in September.

What month should 1
file my claim? Have there
been delays with the reduc-
tions in SSA staff? Thank
you for your help.

Signed: Ready to Claim.

Dear Ready to Claim:

Social Security allows
you to submit your appli-
cation for benefits up to
four months prior to the
month you wish benefits to
start (you will specify your
desired benefit-start-month
on the application).

Thus, to have
your benefits begin in
September (the month you
turn 70), you can submit
your application as early
as May 2025. That will
give SS plenty of time to
get your benefits started on
time.

Remember, though,
that SS pays benefits in the
month following the month
earned, so if you start ben-
efits in September, you
will receive your first SS
payment in October on the
third Wednesday.

And, since you will be
turning 70 in September
you are entitled to full
benefits effective from
the first of that month.
Congratulations on choos-
ing a strategy, which max-
imizes your monthly pay-
ment. By claiming at age
70, your monthly SS bene-
fit will be about 31% more
than it would have been at
your Full Retirement Age
and you will get that high-
er monthly amount for the
rest of your life.

Re your question about
possible delays, Social
Security staff reductions
have not included “front
line” agents, those who
handle applications, so the
SS recent staff adjustments
should not likely delay pro-
cessing your application.

Although some

. GuestComn
The Pemi Loop at 60

back-office staffing turmoil
currently exists at SSA,
they have been moving
more people to front-line
positions to try to improve
their service. Just be aware,
however, that it normally
takes the SSA about two
to three months to process
new applications, which
is why they allow appli-
cations up to 4 months in
advance. You will spec-
ify the month you wish
benefits to start on your
application. In any case,
although your applica-
tion should be fine if you
submit it this month, rest
assured that they will pay
you starting with the month
you requested, even if they
must do so retroactively.

FYI, people can apply
for Social Security in per-
son by making a telephone
appointment to do so at
1-800-772-1213 or they
can apply online at www.
ssa.gov/apply. To apply
online, they need to have
first created their “my
Social Security” online
account at www.ssa.gov/
myaccount. Here is a video
which explains the online
application process: Www.
ssa.gov/hlp/video/iclaim_
r01.htm.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

By Julie Midura
Guest Columnist

ast December, I got
Lthis harebrained idea

to do something crazy
for my birthday this June. It
would be my way of proving
to myself that 60 isn’t as old
as it sounds in my head.

The Pemi Loop — called
“the second hardest day hike
in the United States” by
Backpacker Magazine — is a
32-mile hike that encircles
the largest wilderness area in
the White Mountains of New
Hampshire.

With 10 summits and
10,500 feet of elevation gain-

Massachusetts White SharK lic. plates ...

HERE IT'S
AIWAY'S

SHARKWEEK!

Bﬁc

Male common
yellowthroat

Brimfield resident
reported a common
yellowthroat in his

yard.

The common yel-
lowthroat as its name implies
has a yellow throat. It also
has a long tail and round

belly. The males have a
black mask with a whitish
line above, olive upper parts,
yellow throat and yellow
under its tail. Females are
brownish olive above with
a yellow throat and breast.
They lack the distinct, black
mask of the male.
Yellowthroats are small
songbirds about 4 to 5 inch-
es long. The males sing a
“wichety-wichety-wichety”
song. Both sexes give a full
sounding “chuck” note.
During migration, the yel-
lowthroat is the most com-
mon warbler found in fields
and along their edges.
These warblers live in
open areas with thick, low
vegetation ranging from
marsh to grassland to pine
forests. The females select
a nest location, near or on
the ground supported by
sedge, reeds, cattails, briars
and other low plants. Nests
in marshy areas are usually
higher off the ground where
they are safer from flooding.
Sometimes the nest has a
roof like the ovenbird nests.
They are one of the species
that cowbirds lay their eggs

along with technical climbs
and descents-completing this
rugged hike in one day would
be the hardest endurance
challenge I had ever attempt-
ed. As such, it would require
significant training.

But in January, just one
month after the idea took
hold, life took a turn when
our 1-year-old granddaugh-
ter, Charlotte, was diagnosed
with inoperable brain cancer.
Three months later, in April,
our middle daughter’s high
risk pregnancy with twins
became more serious when
both babies were diagnosed

See HIKING, page 5

in their nests.

People may designate
an area of dense or tangled
low-growing grasses and
other vegetation to attract
common yellowthroats to
their yards. Yellowthroats
prefer larger yards of at least
half an acre or more.

Phoebe nest

I received an email con-
taining a photo of an Eastern
phoebe nest filled with phoe-
be nestlings. Eastern phoe-
bes nest near humans often
selecting a spot over a door
or in a shed.

Wild turkeys

My grandson and I had
to stop and wait for several
hen turkeys with their poults
to move them along a back-
road in Barre. The largest
hen led the way, walking
down the middle of the road.
Three other hens took up the
rear with the poults walking
all over the place. Some even
stopped to explore the edge
of the road, but then ran to
catch up. Finally, they head-
ed into the grass and woods
on the edge of the road.

More Brimfield birds

The Brimfield resident
said he has seen more birds
in his yard since his last
email. “Baltimore orioles

have been seen more
often at the birdbath, prob-

KYAR
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By Ellenor Downer

ably because of the warm
weather we have been hav-
ing.” On a recent day he had
a robin, three orioles, cardi-
nals, a titmouse, a chipping
sparrow, blue jays, catbirds
and a common yellowthroat
all stopped by the birdbath
and a black and white war-
bler was seen in the yard.

He said he took down
the bird feeders because of
bears. “We had a bear make
a daytime visit. It was not
seen, but we discovered that
it had cleaned out the feed-
ing station. All the black
oil sunflower seed, two
suet cakes, a “log” of com-
pressed seeds and fruit and
suet pellets were all gone.
Fortunately the bear didn’t
damage anything or steal any
of the feeders which they
often do.”

His wife checks a town
Facebook page and has seen
many reports of bears in
town and many of them are
in the daytime so he figured
it was time to take the feed-
ers down. He still throws a
seed mix around in several
places like he always has and
only put handfuls of black
oil and whole peanuts in a
small try hanging from a
Shepard’s crook.

He said, “I’ve started to
see young of the year around
the yard. Several days ago

See BIRDS, page 5

Julie Midura celebrated her 60th birthday on the Pemi Loop.
Submitted Photo

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a

daytime telephone number for verification purpos-

es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s

4 e AUGUST1,2025 e The Holyoke Sun

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the s ayme s
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Commerce
holding
50th Class
Reunion

SPRINGFIELD - The
High School of Commerce
Class of 75 is holding their
50th class reunion.

It will take place at the
Storrowton Tavern, West
Springfield, MA, on Saturday
Aug. 30, 2025 at 6 p.m.

Contact Janet at
jan0826 @comcast.net to
learn more.

n The News ¢

Veterans Cemetery friends group holding golf tournament

AGAWAM - The
Friends of the Massachusetts
Veterans Memorial Cemetery
at Agawam and the Friends
of the Agawam Veterans
Council proudly announce
their First Annual Golf
Tournament in support of
Wreaths Across America, a
national effort to honor and
remember our fallen veterans
during the holiday season.

This exciting event
promises a day of camara-
derie, remembrance, and
community support. Golfers,
sponsors, and community
members are invited to par-
ticipate and help lay wreaths

at the graves of veterans rest-
ing at the Agawam Veterans
Memorial Cemetery this
December.

Event Details: 18 Holes
of Golf with a cart, lunch,
dinner and a raffle entry.

Location: Agawam
Municipal Golf Course

Date: Aug. 31

Time: 12 noon

Registration Options:

e Individual Golfer: $125

¢ Team of Four: $450

* Dinner Only: $30

e Tee Sponsor: $100
(Company or “In Memory
of”” dedication)

e Other Sponsorship

Opportunities Available

Payments Accepted:

* Check (payable to
FMVMCA, PO Box 03,
Feeding Hills, MA 01030)

* Venmo

* Credit Card (by phone)

To Register or Sponsor:

Contact Marline
Claremont at 413-221-9548
or email wreathfriends@
gmail.com.

Registration forms are
available upon request.

Join us in honoring those
who served with a round of
golf, good food, and great
company — all for a noble
cause.

/

HIKIN G, from page 4

with heart issues.

The nail in the coffin
came in May, when our 160-
mile backpacking trip on the
Appalachian Trail through
New Jersey and New York
— my one and final oppor-
tunity to train for the Pemi
Loop — ended just six days in.
Our youngest daughter had
been rushed to the emergen-
cy room with a life-threaten-
ing pregnancy complication
and was forced to deliver the
baby five weeks early. (Mom
and baby are now doing
well.)

Over the last six months,
our family has needed us, and

my time has been better spent
being there for the people I
love, rather than spending my
weekends training for an epic
endurance hike.

So I shelved the idea of
a solo, single-day Pemi Loop
in favor of completing a ‘lei-
surely’ three-day Pemi Loop
backpacking trip with my
husband instead. After all, we
wouldn’t really need to train
for it...would we?

The short answer, as we
discovered last weekend, is
“Yes, you did need to train
for it, you fools!”

Although our bodies
most definitely took a beat-
ing, weary legs and several
falls were a small price to pay
for admission.

Because I have no desire
to carefully preserve this now
60-year-old body. I prefer to
use it up until there is nothing
left. To wring out every last
bit of my youth on adven-
tures and experiences such
as this.

You see, although our
bodies most assuredly have a
shelf life, there are parts of us
that will forever remain age-
less. And I plan to carry the
best parts of my younger self
into my older years.

I plan to worry less
about “acting my age” and
spend more time celebrat-
ing it. I plan to scramble up
steep rock ledges. Watch the
sun rise and set from moun-
taintops. Sleep in the wilder-

BIRDS, from page 4

two juveniles were follow-
ing an adult male red-bel-
lied woodpecker around,
two juvenile Baltimore ori-
oles were seen at the bird
bath and I also saw a juve-
nile chipping sparrow take a
bath.”

Bobolinks

He said, “ A few years
back I took part in a citizen
science project monitoring
bobolinks at Moore State
Park in Paxton. Because
the Mass Department of
Conservation and Recreation

has failed to maintain two
large fields at the park for
the benefit of grassland spe-
cies the bobolink population
at the park has declined.
Milkweed, multi flora rose,
bindweed, crown vetch and
other non-grass type vegeta-
tion is slowing invading the
once grass fields. The first
year I monitored the park
there were 149 bobolinks
seen in the largest field in
August but unfortunately the
numbers declined every sub-
sequent year.”

Osprey
This Brimfield resident
visits a pond in Warren often

to check on an osprey nest.
He said, “The osprey nest in
Warren may have only pro-
duced one young this year.
The nest has gotten bigger
over the years so I hoping
that there are more young
in the nest that have been
unseen because the nest is
deeper now.”

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Popular potato
snack

5. Guards the
Pyramids

11. Furnish anew

14. Herb

15. Preoccupy the
mind continually

18. The lowest adult
male singing voice

19. NATO commander
(abbr.)

21. A major division of
geological time

23. New Zealand parrot

30. Lose hold of
32. Hindu honorific

36. Cost per mile

39. Snake-like fish

41. They start the
alphabet

42. Taylor Swift’s tour

44. Intermediate
ecological stage

46. Scarlett’s home

47.0f he

49. Ohio city

52. Breakfast item

56. An evening party

58. _ Falls

60. Linked together

62. Mythological spirits

63. Small Eurasian

1. Earliest human
form: __-Magnon

are two

8. 0.J. trial judge
pens

12. Container for
shipping

16. Closes tightly
Heritage Site

24. Notions deer in Fiji
28. Lump in yarn 22. Commercial
29. Indicates position ~ GLUES DOWN 25. -__: denotes past

26. They __

33. Former 0SS man 29. Away to gain a
35. Electronic data 2. Flavoring point
processing 3. Notion 31. Parts per billion

4. Bundy and Fenwick
5. Qualities of sound
6. One who gets paid
7. Expresses surprise
9. Pointed ends of

10. Shield bugs genus

13. Upper body parts
17. Nigerian World

20. Volcanic island

27. Confraternities

(abbr.)

34. Brew

36. Badgers group

37. Sailing boat

38. __ Polo, explorer

40. Elder citizen (abbr.)

43. Frankish law code

45. Exclamation of
surprise

48. Groan

50. It presses clothing

51. Do not allow

53. Gelatinous
substance

54. Common Japanese
surname

55. Present in nature

57. Electronic
countermeasures

58. Last or greatest in
an indefinitely large
series

59. Commercials

61. News agency

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

ness. Slow dance on summits.
Kiss...even when someone is
watching.

I plan to slide into the
next decade, battered, bruised
and bandaged, all while yell-
ing, “Dang, what an amazing
ride!”

So on our final day of

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
appears. This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

the trip, I was disappointed to
hear Tom say, “I hate to tell
you this, but this will be my
last Pemi Loop.”

However, he said the
same exact thing two years
ago when we completed our
fourth Pemi Loop. I'm secret-
ly hoping that hiker amnesia

Choo
Choos

ENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES
= USEDOORDASH
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kicks in again in two years
when he turns 70. Because
don’t you agree that there’s
no better place to become
a septuagenarian than on
a walk around the larg-
est wilderness area in New
Hampshire? See you in the
wild places, my friends.

* ASK ABOUT CATERING ¢
L

Comfort Food
& Ice Cream

Come Jn!

TR

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - DINNERS
Soups - Salads - Burgers - Dogs - Desserts
Sandwiches - Breakfast All Day - Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson Station
* TAM-7PM DAILY «

L TR R RN RN

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org

1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.

Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

Facebook: First Baptist Church
of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

CHURCH

AN

y

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Social media:

facebook.com/stpetersholyoke

OFFICE HOURS:

Thursday 2 p.m.
Our Lady of the Cross WORSHIP:
Catholic Parish Sundays at 9:30

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661

parish@ourladyofthecross.com St._ Paul’s

OFFICE HOURS: Episcopal Church
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
WEEKEND MASSES: 485 Appleton St., Holyoke
Saturday 4 p.m. 41 3—532—5060

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
and 10:30 a.m. StPaulsHolyoke.org

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Instagram:

stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke

OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:

Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

DIRECTORY -~

/

= e
St

Your 58
community

Church

Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,

(also on Facebook Live) &
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.

\\l /
N2

_’,//’/l .
=4 /'/ W\

- 6:30 p.m. (Call first)

a.m.
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PeoplesBank advances to finals

Bear Pools.

Seth Allen steals second base.

Alex Gochinski makes a throw to first for Teddy  pave Clark flips a throw to first.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Cam MacDonald sends the ball from
third to first.

HOLYOKE - 1In
a best-of-three games
series, the PeoplesBank
Tri-County baseball team
swept Teddy Bear Pools in
two games to advance to
the league championship
series. St. Joseph’s won

its series in three games,
two games to one, to face
PeoplesBank. That cham-
pionship series was sched-
uled to begin earlier this
week. PeoplesBank defeat-
ed Teddy Bear in both
games by a final of 7-2.

Rey Rivera gets the out at first for PeoplesBank.

Brendan Fournier throws a pitch home.

www.sports.turley.com

Blue Sox
score
win over
Bristol

HOLYOKE - The
Valley Blue Sox hosted the
Bristol Blues in what was a
phenomenal game. Bristol
(25-17) scored two runs in
the top of the second. Blues’
Dean Oneill singled, which
was then followed by a
Thomas Ahlers single. The
first baseman Trevor Hansen
smacked a double into left
to score Oneill and Ahlers.
The Blues were in business
up 2-0.

Valley (19-21) respond-
ed in the bottom of the
fourth inning. Second
baseman Sean Darnell sin-
gled into left for the Blue
Sox’s first hit of the night.
An E4 by Bristol’s Danny
Infante allowed Michael
Elko to advance to first.
John LaFleur then came up
to the plate. He doubled off
the right field wall to score
Darnell and advance Elko
to third. Tim Ford hit a sac-
fly to right, which scored
Elko and advanced LaFleur
to third. Valley’s Catcher,
Hayden Perry singled, scor-
ing LaFleur to give the Blue
Sox the lead 3-2 after four
innings.

The Blues found their
offensive footing in the top
of the fifth. Tyler Benick
reached first on a walk.
Blue Sox’s Starting Pitcher
Conor Wolf got replaced
by Jake Andrews with one
out in the inning. Andrews

See SOX page 7

St. Joseph’s heads for Tri-County finals

PALMER - In a big
Game 3 matchup last
week, St. Joseph’s defeat-
ed BankESB 11-3 to win
the semifinal series 2-1 and
advance to the Tri-County

Baseball League finals.

St. Joe’s was sched-
uled to take on rival
PeoplesBank in the cham-
pionship series held earlier
this week.

Jack Feltovic throws a pitch home for the Saints

6 e AUGUST1,2025 e The Holyoke Sun

Joe DeMichele catches an out at first.

Jacob Petrin catches a throw down to second.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Ron Silk conquers Monadnock Speedway

WINCHESTER, New
Hampshire — After a series
record eight different to open
the year, Sunday’s Cheshire
County Clash 200 at
Monadnock Speedway yield-
ed the first repeat winner of
the 2025 NASCAR Whelen
Modified Tour season.

Ron Silk would be the
one to snap the streak, earn-
ing his first Monadnock
victory with the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour in
the process. The triumph did
not come without drama for
Silk, who collided with race
leader Patrick Emerling in
Turn 3 with 30 laps remain-

ing, sending the latter for a
spin.

Silk attributed the col-
lision to two drivers going
for the win. Although he was
disappointed to see Emerling
spin after the contact, Silk
was more than satisfied to
finally visit Victory Lane
at Monadnock in his 15th
appearance.

“We were racing pret-
ty hard,” Silk said. “I pulled
out on the exit of Turn 2 and
he didn’t give me a lot of
room, but I don’t blame him.
I feel like we both kind of
got loose in and made some
contact. I wish he could have

held onto it, but that’s hard
racing.”

Silk attributed the col-
lision to two drivers going
for the win. Although he was
disappointed to see Emerling
spin after the contact, Silk
was more than satisfied to
finally visit Victory Lane
at Monadnock in his 15th
appearance.

“We were racing pret-
ty hard,” Silk said. “I pulled
out on the exit of Turn 2 and
he didn’t give me a lot of
room, but I don’t blame him.
I feel like we both kind of
got loose in and made some
contact. I wish he could have

held onto it, but that’s hard
racing.”

Matt Hirschman cel-
ebrates after claiming the
Whelen Short Track Cup
for the second time during
the Cheshire County Clash
200 for the NASCAR
Whelen Modified Tour at
Monadnock Speedway in
Winchester, New Hampshire
on July 20, 2025. (Photo:
Jaiden Tripi/NASCAR)

Bonsignore held on
to finish second while
Hirschman secured third,
which enabled him to claim
his second Whelen Short
Track Cup. Hirschman

endured an odyssey just to
reach the top five, as a mis-
take in qualifying relegated
him to 20th on the starting
grid.

By utilizing strategy
and persevering with a car
not to his liking, Hirschman
narrowly edged out his
Mud Lane neighbor Austin
Beers for the Whelen Short
Track Cup and a $3,500
bonus courtesy of JDV
Productions.

“I did not think this was
possible,” Hirschman said.
“I do think we gave it away
last night, but we ended up
with a third place finish with

a car that felt like it was on
six or seven cylinders. My
guys worked hard, nobody
knows what the problem is,
but it’s nobody’s fault. The
Cup wouldn’t have even
been a contest if we finished
remotely close to where we
should have last night.

“I feel like I drove my
rear end off today with what
I had.”

Anthony Nocella and
Trevor Catalano made up the
rest of the top five. Rounding
out the top 10 at Monadnock
were Joey Cipriano III, Luke
Baldwin, Emerling, Beers
and Tommy Catalano.

Candlepin League News

By Ryan Drago
rdrago@turley.com

Summer Edition

EAST BROOKFIELD
— It is week 12 as the
Wednesday Mixed Summer
League at Bogey Lanes
nears the end of the season.

With only two weeks
left, Sophia’s Raiders
have a comfortable lead
in first place with a record
of 73-23. Kristen’s Squad
move into second place
with a record of 54-42.
The Gutter Dolls are in
third place with a record of
53-43.

During week 12,
Sophia’s Raiders bowled
against Team No Shows. In
game one, Sophia’s Raiders
won against No Shows by
a score of 454-425. Trever
Kenneson bowled a 112 in
game one.

In game two, No
Shows got the victory by
a score of 472-442. Ryan
Drago of No Shows bowled
a 121 and Pete Swistak
bowled a 104.

In game three, Sophia’s
Raiders won the last game

by a score of 426-401. Phil
Clough of Sophia’s Raiders
finished the match with a
107 and Swistak finished
with a 106. The final score
was 1322-1298 in favor of
Sophia’s Raiders.

Kristen’s Squad bowled
against Rolling Stones this
past week. In game one,
Kristen’s Squad bowled
well and won by a score
of 483-419. Emily Black
of Kristen’s Squad bowled
well over her average with a
107 and her teammate Bob
Button bowled a 126.

In game two, Rolling
Stones won by a score of
424-411. In game three,
Kristen’s Squad won by a
score of 413-404. The final
score was 1307-1247 in
favor of Kristen’s Squad,
who are now in second
place.

Gutter Fingers bowled
against Gutter Dolls in
week 12. In game one,
Gutter Fingers won by a
score of 444-422. In game
two, Gutter Fingers won
again by a score of 450-
422. In game three, Gutter
Fingers won by a score
of 439-434 to sweep the
Gutter Dolls. The final

score was 1333-1278 in
favor of Gutter Fingers.

The Gutter Snipes
bowled against their aver-
age in week 12 and won
two points. Marc Vinciulla
had a good game during
game one with a 129. The
Gutter Snipes are current-
ly in eighth place with a
record of 44-52.

Straight Shooters
bowled against Clock Barn
this past week. In game
one, Clock Barn tied with
Straight Shooters by a score
of 452-452. In game two,
Clock Barn won a close
game by a score of 432-426.

In game three, Clock
Barn won another close
game by a score of 423-
420. Clock Barn received
seven points as they won
total pinfall by a final score
of 1307-1298. Clock Barn
has a record of 28-68 after
twelve weeks of bowling.

With a comfortable
lead, it looks like Sophia’s
Raiders have clinched
first place to win this
year’s summer league on
Wednesday nights at Bogey
Lanes. The league will end
in a couple weeks followed
by a banquet.

Read The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com

*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” in the subject line of your email.

Se s Yr
Autumn Event
Information

Turley Publications will

print your Autumn event

FREE OF CHARGE in our

Autumn Fest Supplement

which will be published
September 10, 2025.

Total circulation of 85,000
reaching over 200,000 readers
in the Pioneer Valley.

i

MA

for Calendar
 submissions is

Deadline

August 11.

IL YOUR LISTING |
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Quabbin Valley set to host second league

Following up on the
resounding success of its
inaugural campaign, the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 adult
baseball league will hold
its second Fall League this
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environment
to its spring/summer league,
Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley
Wheel Over-28 Baseball
League, created a four-team
fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers,
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams
are set to return and each
team tends to have openings
on them. Additionally, the

league is open to welcoming
more teams in to the league
if it finds enough interest.
While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games
played with wood-bat only,
which is customary for fall
baseball. There could be
some Saturday games added
to the schedule depending on
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potentially.
Games are nine-innings long
and there is a small playoff
and championship held at the
end of the season. Last year’s
fall season was eight games
and that is the goal for this
year. Free and low-cost fields

are used as well as just one
umpire in an effort to keep
the costs lower for players.
The cost to play will likely
range from $40 to $60 for the
eight-game schedule. Players
from outside the Quabbin
League may also pay a small
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registra-
tion form, will be forthcom-
ing soon, but until then, to
express interest in the league,
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either
GScibelli22 @yahoo.com or
ikhandfield @ gmail.com.

Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated
players will be finalized in
mid-to-late August. Please
join in the fun this fall.

S OX, from page 6

struck out the first batter he
faced, that being Infante.
Kristopher Giangreco walked
to put another runner on base
for Bristol. The three-hole
hitter, Gianno Merlonghi,
ripped a single into shallow
right field, scoring Benick to
tie the game at 3-3. Valley’s
relief pitcher Andrews, got
out of the inning by striking
out Oneill to limit the dam-
age to one run.

Community
Autumn Events

Event Should Be Non-Profit
& Open to the Public

In the bottom of the
sixth the Blue Sox’s First
Baseman Elko blasted a
homer into right field as
the crowd roared in cheers.
Valley was now up 4-3 after
the go ahead homer by Elko.
Blue Sox Head Coach Endy
Morales was hyped after the
homer. “He’s unbelievable.
Off the field he’s a high char-
acter guy and on the field
he does all the little things
right.” Ford then lined a sin-
gle in the gap into left but
then got caught on a pickoff

by Bristol’s Pitcher Mason
Glickman. The Blue Sox
were not able to score more
runs after the homerun but
reclaimed the lead to end the
inning.

No more runs were
scored and the game ended
4-3 in favor of Valley.
Morales gave his thoughts
on the game. “I thought we
pitched really well. We got
ahead of a bunch of hitters
and that makes a big differ-
ence when you’re getting
ahead.”

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description
: l Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

NFORMATION TO:

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178.

MISCELLANEOUS

NATIVE ULTIMATE 12
FISHING KAYAK:
Excellent Condition, always stored indoors.
Adjustable seat, Scotty Rod Holders, Hum-
mingbird fish finder, trolling motor, paddle,
Stohlquist fishing vest, and many extras.
$600.
Call Frank 413-537-5254

PREMIUM SCREENED TOPSOIL
from 2 to 100 yards. $20/yd. plus delivery.
413-267-3827.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware,
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans,
advertising  tins,hunting, fishing,
signs, and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A B Hauling and

Removal Service

2*%*x¥x*xx%] & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists
Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

HANDYMAN SERVICES, 30 years ex
perience. Laminate flooring, carpet repair
and installation, painting, patch work. Stor-
age Solutions. Call 413-777-3376.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

Ca=J

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair
Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds
Pressure Washing
Water Proofing
Cord Wood

Call us at 413.283.8393

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service.
Free estimates. Fully insured.
Call Joe Sablack 413-436-9821,
Cell 413-537-7994

413-213-5470

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

CASH FOR
JUNK
AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

CUSTODIAN POSITION AVAILABLE
cleaning with our team. Experience pre-
ferred but will train. Retirees welcome. Call
Pride Cleaning Contractors, 413-
283-7087.

HELP WANTED FOR A

BUSY BREAKFAST LUNCH
RESTAURANT.
Weekday Dishwasher, great hours,
good pay for hardworking person.Please
come by and fill out application. Partners
Restaurant, 485 Springfield Street,
Feeding Hills.

HOUSEKEEPER. Monday and Friday, 5
hours each day. Duties include cleaning,
ironing, washing. Send resume to PO Box
8, Hampden, MA 01036.

LINE COOK. Fast order wanted for fun,
busy family Breakfast and Lunch Restau-
rant. Good pay, weekends and weekdays.
Fulltime. Please come by and fill out ap-
plication. Partners Restaurant 485
Springdfield Street, Feeding Hills.

NEIGHBORLY CLEANING & CARE is
looking for mature, responsible adults with
own transportation, experience and refer-
ences for a housekeeping position. Hours
7:30- 2:30. Call Nancy today (413)267-
4297 or (413) 544-0864.

SERVERS WANTED
Inquire at Girly’s Grill,

1315 Park St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call 413-284-0005.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

supervisor.
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, -
FAST HEMOVAI- windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, (41 3) 222 5542
Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts. decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free frenchyn@gmail.com
’We load it 8:take it estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.
413-531-1936 , , _
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
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HUBBARDSTON

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON
IS SEEKING A
PART-TIME TREASURER.

$20,384 - $23,110 annual salary based
on experience. Approximately 16 hours
per week. Application and complete job
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us.

Position is open until filled. Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WORTHINGTON
HIGHWAY POSITION OPENING

The Town of Worthington is soliciting letters
of interest and resumes from qualified can-
didates for a full-time Equipment Op-
erator/General Laborer position within
the Highway Department.
Valid MA CDL operator, Hydraulic Hoister’s
licenses and OSHA-10 certification is pre-
ferred.

More in-depth information can

be found on the Town’s website:

www.worthington-ma.us
Questions will be answered by the Highway
Superintendent at 64 Huntington Road,
Monday — Friday, 7 AM to 3 PM; the tele-
phone number is 413-238-5830 or send
letter of interest, resume and three (3) ref-
erences with relevant contact information
to highway@worthington-ma.us and
sboard@worthington-ma.us.
This posting will remain pertinent until the
position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an Equal Op-
portunity Employer.

TRUCK DRIVER/LABORER

The Town of Peru Highway Department is
now accepting applications for the posi-
tion of Truck Driver/Laborer. Preferred
applicants will have a valid Class B CDL,
Class 2A Hoisting license, and a current
DOT Physical card. Construction and me-
chanical experience preferred. Must be
able to work in all weather conditions. Po-
sition is full time 40hrs/week with manda-
tory overtime during snowstorms. Excellent
benefits.

Email resume to: townadmin@townof-
peruma.com or mail to Town of Peru,
Board of Selectmen, 3 East Main
Rd. Suite 107, Peru MA 01235.

For additional information contact the High-
way Superintendent at (413) 655-8224.
(The Town of Peru is an equal opportunity
employer).

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

[ FEREE |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

Turley%

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
QUABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

u turleynews

ﬁ TurleyPublications

8 e AUGUST1,2025 e The Holyoke Sun



Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1550EA
Estate of:
John Joseph Czerapowicz
Also known as:

John J Czerapowicz
Date of Death: 06/24/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Robert W Moritko
of Chicopee, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Robert W Moritko of Chicop-
ee, MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/25/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 28, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/01/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE, MA
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
2026-002 ELECTRICAL
MAINTENANCE
SEALED BIDS ARE DUE
BY 1:00 PM ON 8/21/25 EST
EMAIL SUBMISSIONS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

The City of Holyoke is seeking
sealed bids for electrical mainte-
nance services for Holyoke City
& School buildings. Involvement
with any City of Holyoke Pro-
curement shall be in accordance
with M.G.L 30B,c. 149, 30& 39
M. 30, c. 30B & 5, c. 7C & 44-
57. 1t shall be the responsibility
of eachsupplier to assure com-
pliance with any OSHA, EPA,
CORI, DEP, and/or FEDERAL,
STATE of MASSACHUSETTS
rules, and regulations or other
requirements, as each may apply.
Sealed bids for this project shall
be received by the City of Holy-
oke from qualified bidders sub-
mitted on forms furnished by the
City and clearly identified on the
outside of the bid with the name
and address of the bidder, and
the name and Bid Number of the
project, and submitted to:

City of Holyoke, Purchasing
536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040

Please provide 1 original and 1
copies of your submittal.

OSHA & Labor Harmony Cer-
tificates are required and must be
submitted with your bid.

Every bid shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit, in an
amount not less than five percent
(5%) of the first year bid amount,
in the form of a bid bond; or a
certified check; or a treasurer’s
check; or by cashier’s check is-
sued by a responsible bank or
trust company, made payable to
the City of Holyoke.

The contract will be awarded
to the most responsible and re-
sponsive bidder with the lowest
grand total price for the first year
of the contract. The City will
require the successful bidder to
sign a City contract and be bound
to all terms and conditions in this
Invitation to Bid. Documents
can be obtained electronically
from morrowj@holyoke.org or
in person at no charge from the
purchasing office. No electronic
submissions allowed. The city
reserves the right to reject any
and all bids.

08/01/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1547EA
Estate of:

Linda Lucille Ferguson
Also known as:
Linda L Ferguson
Date of Death: 11/26/2020

CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Late and Lim-
ited Formal Testacy and/or
Appointment has been filed by
Michele Fortin Duval of West
Springfield, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Michele Fortin Duval of West
Springfield, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 25, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/01/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE, MA
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
2026-003
HVAC MAINTENANCE
SEALED BIDS ARE DUE
BY 2:00 PM ON 8/21/25 EST
EMAIL SUBMISSIONS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

The City of Holyoke is seeking
sealed bids for HVAC mainte-
nance services for Holyoke City
& School buildings. Involvement
with any City of Holyoke Pro-
curement shall be in accordance
with M.G.L 30B,c. 149, 30& 39

M. 30, ¢c. 30B & 5, c. 7C & 44-
57. It shall be the responsibility
of each supplier to assure com-
pliance with any OSHA, EPA,
CORI, DEP, and/or FEDERAL,
STATE of MASSACHUSETTS
rules, and regulations or other
requirements, as each may ap-
ply. Sealed bids for this project
shall be received by the City of
Holyoke from qualified bidders
submitted on forms furnished by
the City and clearly identified on
the outside of the bid with

the name and address of the

bidder, and the name and Bid
Number of the project, and sub-
mitted to:

City of Holyoke, Purchasing
536 Dwight Street #3
Holyoke, MA 01040

Please provide 1 original and 1

copies of your submittal.

OSHA & Labor Harmony

and DCAMM Certificates are
required and must be submitted
with your bid.

Every bid shall be accom-

panied by a bid deposit, in an
amount not less than five percent
(5%) of the first year bid amount,
in the form of a bid bond; or a
certified check; or a treasurer’s
check; or by cashier’s check is-
sued by a responsible bank or
trust company, made payable to
the City of Holyoke.

The contract will be awarded

to the most responsible and re-
sponsive bidder with the lowest
grand total price for the first year
of the contract. The City will
require the successful bidder to
sign a City contract and be bound
to all terms and conditions in this
Invitation to Bid. Documents
can be obtained electronically
from morrowj@holyoke.org or
in person at no charge from the
purchasing office. No electronic
submissions allowed. The city
reserves the right to reject any
and all bids.

08/01/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0607EA
Estate of:
Mildred M. Kot
Also known as:
Mildred M Dodge
Date of Death: 01/28/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ad-

judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Karen Cropanese, Business of
Holyoke, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

Public Notices ¢

The Petitioner requests that:
Jonathan J. Davey, Esq. of
Quincy, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve With Person-
al Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 08/19/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 21, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
08/01/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD23P2086PM
In the matter of:
Janat D. Langevin
Of: Holyoke, MA
Protected Person/
Disabled Person/Respondent
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF
CONSERVATOR’S
ACCOUNT
To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
you are hereby notified pursuant
to Rule 72 of the Supplemental
Rules of the Probate & Family
Court, that the first account(s)
of Roger Langevin of Holyoke,
MA as Conservator of the prop-
erty of said Respondent has or

have been presented to the Court
for allowance.

You have the right to object
to the account(s). If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appearance
and objection at this court on or
before 10:00 A.M. on the return
date of 08/19/2025. This day is
NOT a hearing date, but a dead-
line date by which you have to
object to the account(s). If you
fail to file the written appearance
and objection by the return date,
action may be taken in this mat-
ter without further notice to you,
including the allowance of the
account(s).

Additionally, within thirty
days after said return day (or
within such other time as the
Court upon motion may order),
you must file a written affidavit
of objections stating the specific
facts and grounds upon which
each objection is based and a
copy shall be served upon the
Conservator pursuant to Rule 3
of the Supplemental Rules of the
Probate & Family Court.

You have the right to send to
the Conservator, by registered or
certified mail, a written request
to receive a copy of the Petition
and account(s) at no cost to you.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

Witness, Hon. Barbara M.
Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 14. 2025
Rosemary A. Saccamoni
Register of Probate
08/01/2025

Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Hearing

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands
Protection Ordinance, the City
of Holyoke Conservation Com-
mission will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Thursday, August 28th,
2025, at 6:15 p.m. remotely
via Zoom at https://usO6web.
zoom.us/j/82817369344 on a
Bundled Notice of Intent filed
by MassDOT for the routine
and emergency maintenance of
roadways and drainage systems
within the State Highway Layout
in Holyoke, MA. The proposed
project includes work within the
100-foot Buffer Zone, 200-foot
Riverfront Area, Bordering Veg-
etated Wetlands, Bank, and Bor-
dering Land Subject to Flooding.

Signed,

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson
08/01/2025

BALL 0 7; from page 1

e Ward 1, Precinct A,
Rosary Towers, 21 Bowers
Street

e Ward 1, Precinct B,
City Hall 536 Dwight St.

e Ward 5, Precinct A, Lt.
Elmer J. McMahon School
gym

e Ward 5, Precinct B,
Maurice A. Donahue School
gym

The Municipal Election
ballot will list City Council
contests in Wards 1, 3, and
4. The Ward 3 race will
involve incumbent David
K. Bartley and challenger
Anne Thalheimer. The Ward
4 race is between newcom-
ers Richard Paul Purcell and
Peter Diaz Jr. Incumbent
Kocayne S. Givner is not
seeking re-election.

Uncontested races
* Mayor Joshua A. Garcia

* City Clerk Brenna
Murphy Leary

e City Council Ward
2 newcomer Nicole Marie
Maisonet. Incumbent Carmen
Y. Ocasio is not seeking
re-election.

* City Councilor Ward 5
Linda L. Vacon

* City Councilor Ward 6
Juan C. Anderson-Burgos

* City Councilor Ward 7
Meg Magrath-Smith.

e At-Large School
Committee Member Devin
Sheehan. (Two-year term)

e At-Large School
Committee Member Mildred
I. Lefebvre (Four-year term)

e School Committee
Member Ward 1 Gladys
Lebron-Martinez

e School Committee
Member Ward 2 Rosalee
Tensley Williams

e School Committee
Member Ward 3 Yadilette
Rivera-Colon

2
3

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

* School Committee
Member Ward 4 Luis Orlando
Isaza

¢ School Committee new-
comer Ward 6 Patrick Bryan
Beaudry. Incumbent William
R. Collamore is not seeking
re-election.

e School Committee
Member Ward 7 Eleanor
Mary Wilson

The City Councilor
At-Large field is made up
of incumbents City Council
President Tessa R. Murphy-
Romboletti, Patricia C.
Devine, Israel Rivera, Howard
B. Greaney Jr., Kevin Andrew
Jourdain, and Michael J.
Sullivan, as well as newcom-
ers Jennifer M. Keitt, Mimi
Panitch, and Christopher
Dunay. Of those nine can-
didates, the top six will take
seats on the City Council.

MALL, from page 1

offender indictment on the
male, which would allow
courts to sentence him as an
adult if he is convicted.

“The juvenile’s alleged
behavior is appalling, and
we will seek accountability
to the fullest extent of the
law. We are grateful that no
innocent people or officers
were injured,” Gulluni said.

The incident caused a
panic at the mall when the
incident happened, with
many people fleeing the
mall when the gunshots
were heard. No one else
was injured but the suspect
in the incident.

In the days following
the incident, James Soos,
a spokesperson of Pyramid

Management, which owns
the mall, issued a statement
on behalf of the mall:

“The safety and
well-being of our guests,
tenants, and employees
remain our highest pri-
ority at Holyoke Mall.
We are committed to pro-
viding a secure and wel-
coming environment, and
we continue to take pro-
active steps to strengthen
safety protocols through-
out the property. In close
collaboration with local
law enforcement agen-
cies, these measures are
continually reviewed and
enhanced to meet evolv-
ing safety needs, including
our Parental Escort Policy,
which has been in place
for several years. In addi-

tion, Holyoke Mall regu-
larly conducts emergency
preparedness drills, training
sessions, and risk assess-
ments to ensure our team is
equipped to respond swiftly
and effectively in any sit-
uation. We also encourage
guests to remain vigilant
and report any suspicious
activity to mall security or
local authorities. We remain
steadfast in our efforts to
foster a safe, family-friend-
ly environment for all who
visit, work, and shop at
Holyoke Mall.”

The next step in the
case is a dangerousness
hearing scheduled for Aug.
4. If he is found to be a
danger, the suspect will be
held in jail until the case is
resolved.

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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PAIN 7; from page 1

For example, there
is a chess tournament tak-
ing place at the library on
Saturday, Aug. 9 from 9
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Anyone
is welcome to come and try
their hand at chess.

Teens arrived at Holyoke Public Library and began to pick out what Paint by Number they wanted to do.

There is also a game
day planned for kids on
Friday, Aug. 1 at 11 a.m.

Additionally, there is
still time to participate in
the library’s summer reading
program. Anyone can stop
by the library to get a read-
ing log and get a chance to
earn prizes.

Some prizes people
have already earned include
a Kindle Fire, an Amazon
gift card and a polaroid
camera.

To keep updated on all
the different events at the
library, go to their website at
https://www.holyokelibrary.
org/.

Some progress was made on the Paint by Number projects as

the teens settled in to work.

Removal

Structural
Pruning

Crane
Service

Storm
Damage

Stump
Grinding

Lot
Clearing

Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212

L&G TRE

INSURED AND CERTIFIED
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A WARD, from page 1

as FSO and SO-PV, FSO
and SO-PE, FSO-AN and
FSO-HR. Auxdata shows 20
Member Offices. He received
numerous awards including
the Auxiliary Achievement
Medal, an Auxiliary
Commendation Medal and
two Sustained Auxiliary
Service Awards.

Richard Krawczynski
has 55.3 years of active par-
ticipation in Auxiliary activ-
ities. He has served in boat
crew, Program Visitation,
Vessel Examination, and as
an instructor. His 27 Member
Offices include service as
ADSO-VE, FSO and SO-VE,
FSO and SO-OP, FSO and
SO-PV and FSO-HR.
Richard’s awards include 11
Membership Service Awards,
3 CG Meritorious Team
Commendations, 2 Sustained
Auxiliary Service Awards
and an Auxiliary Operations
Service Ribbon.

Paul Kraczynski has
53.5 years as an active mem-
ber. Paul is active in tele-
communications, boat crew
and as an instructor. The
29 Member Offices in his
record include Flotilla and
Division appointments in
CM, FN, MT, OP and HR.
Paul’s many Awards include
10 Membership Service
Awards, 3 CG Meritorious
Team Commendations and 5
Sustained Auxiliary Service
Awards.

Auxdata shows just
over 153 years of service for
the Kraczynski clan, so far.
From the records, which are
understandably incomplete,
one can see unusual levels of
exemplary effort, sustained
over lifetimes. What records
do not show is their value as
leaders, mentors and workers.
The Krawczynski’s lead by
example, always present, reli-
able and ready to share their
talents and lend a hand.




