
By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
has officially opened a new 
office in the War Memorial 
building in an effort to 
improve their community 
outreach initiatives. 

This office includes 
t h r e e  h u m a n  s e r v i c e s 
d e p a r t m e n t s  f r o m  t h e 
area. These are: Holyoke 
Police Department’s Street 
Outreach Program;  the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department’s All Inclusive 
Support Services for former-
ly incarcerated individuals, 
and Holyoke’s Community 
Response Advocate. 

The goal of this new 
office is to make these dif-
ferent programs and resourc-
es more easily accessible to 
Holyoke community mem-
bers. 

“What we are trying to 
build here is a community 
response division,” Mayor 
Joshua Garcia said. “It is a 
cross sector collaboration 
between organizations that 
are doing the incredible work 
that we need to help our most 
vulnerable people.”

The goal of this office 
is to allow community mem-
bers who need support inte-
grating back into society 
(including adjusting after 
incarceration, after deploy-
ment, or recovering from 

addiction) to have easy 
access to the resources they 
need. 

“Why is this building 
so important?” Sheriff Nick 
Cocchi said. “Because it has 
eliminated the transportation 
issues for people returning 
back to the city of Holyoke. 
They shouldn’t have to get 
on a bus or into a car to go to 
Springfield for services.” 

“You don’t realize how 
important a drivers license 
is,” Holyoke Police Chief 
Brian Keenan said. “For a 

guy getting out of state pris-
on who lives on High Street 
who is told he’s got to go 
Springfield, he can’t think 
about getting a job, he can’t 
think about going to his kids’ 
basketball game, he can’t 
think about anything because 
he’s worried about punching 
a ticket to get on a bus.”

The hope is that by hav-
ing these resources more 
accessible, the people of 
Holyoke who need them will 
utilize them. 

“It’s about giving people 

an avenue and an opportunity 
to walk through a door, put 
their hand up and say, ‘I need 
help,’” Cocchi said. 

City Councilor Israel 
Rivera agreed with the 
importance of having these 
resources easily available. 
As a formerly incarcerat-
ed individual himself, he 
knows how crucial accessible 
resources are. 

He also was proud to 
see the community coming 
together to make this project 
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By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The 
deadline to turn in nomi-
nation papers for elected 
office is on the horizon 
and it is shaping up to be 
an exciting fall for the 
Holyoke City Council and 
the School Committee, 
which got its power back 
on July 1.

But one office that 
may not be “left up to the 
voters” is the top one.

As of press time, the 
City Clerk’s office has 
an updated list of candi-
dates who have taken out 
nomination papers with 
several of whom have 
returned them. The due 
date to return nomination 
papers is Tuesday, July 
29. Nomination papers 
can still be taken out until 
then.

As of press time, 
only incumbent Mayor 
Joshua Garcia has taken 
out papers for re-election 
to the city’s top elected 
office. His papers have 
not been certified as of 
press time, and no one 
else has taken out papers 
for mayor.

Another office that 
could be unopposed is 
that of City Clerk Brenna 
Murphy Leary. Her papers 
have been certified and 
she is a candidate for 
re-election. She is not cur-
rently being opposed.

W a r d  1  C i t y 
Councilor Jenna Rivera 

Election 
season 
taking 
shape

See GARDEN TOUR, page 6
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By Abigail McCoy
amccoy@turley.com

HOLYOKE—Sunshine 
and blossoms graced the 
streets and yards of Holyoke 
on Saturday, July 12, as more 
than a hundred residents and 
visitors strolled through an 
eclectic array of gardens for 
the city’s first-ever Holyoke 
Garden Tour,  presented 

by the Holyoke Historical 
Society (HHS).

Conceived and orga-
nized in just a few months, 
the tour was a vision realized 
by Joseph Charles, President 
of the HHS and co-owner 
of Paper City Fabrics, and 
supported by local business-
es and community partners. 
Charles collaborated with 
The Leaf Loft, a vibrant 

venue combining greenery, 
coffee, and books, to host the 
event’s check-in point. The 
Leaf Loft sources their cof-
fee from Monsoon Coffee 
Roasters and books from 
Rumspringa Books, adding 
a creative local touch to the 
experience.

BloomsBlooms and Communityand Community

Garden Tour showcases 
nature, heritage, and heart

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Earlier 
this week, the heat index 
reached 100 on multi-
ple days, prompting the 
Holyoke Public Schools to 
make a small shift in their 
Summer Eats meals pro-
gram.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
Holyoke Public Schools 
website,  regular meals 
were expected to resume on 
Friday, July 18.

G r a b - N - G o  m e a l s 
include prepackaged chilled 
lunches that can be quick-
ly picked up. Because of 
the extreme temperatures 
predicted for the next few 
days, there will be no hot 
foods available for pick-
up at the district’s nine 
Summer Eats locations:
•	 C a r l o s  Ve g a  P a r k , 

H a m i l t o n  S t r e e t , 
11–11:40 a.m. 

•	 C o m m u n i t y  F i e l d , 
Community Field Road, 
11:15 a.m.–12:15 p.m.

•	 Holyoke Heritage State 
Park ,  221  Apple ton 
Street, behind the Merry-
Go-Round, 11 a.m.–12 
p.m.

•	 Holyoke Hills, Tokeneke 
Road,near the community 
center, 11:55 a.m.–12:35 
p.m.

•	 Holyoke Public Library, 
250 Chestnut Street. near 
the front entrance, 11:15 
a.m.–12:15 p.m.

•	 McMahon Field, 75 Kane 
Road, 11:30–12:30 p.m.

•	 P e c k  F i e l d ,  1 9 1 6 
Northampton Stree t , 
near the tennis courts, 11 
a.m.–12 p.m.

•	 Pouliot Pool, 575 Maple 
Street, outside the pool 
area, 11:30 a.m.–12:30 
p.m.

•	 Springdale Park, 844 
Main Street, near the 
splash pad, 11:55 a.m.–
12:35 p.m.

All Summer Eats meals 
are available at no cost for 
kids and teens (ages 18 and 
under). Participants do not 
need to register and they do 
not need to provide any ID.

It  is  possible that 
extreme heat could necessi-
tate the grab-and-go option 
at another point in the sum-
mer for those locations. 
Residents who get meals at 
those places should watch 
for announcements on the 
district website.

City streamlines community outreach efforts Summer Eats meals 
transitioned to ‘fast food’ 
during warmer days

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Joseph Charles, President of the Holyoke Historical Society, 
organizer of the inaugural Holyoke Garden Tours and a co-owner 
of Paper City Fabrics.

Enthusiastic Garden:
 Madison Ave. - Karen and 

Andy Fisk use their garden as a 
space to share plants, connect 

with neighbors, and highlight 
literary inspirations.

Turley photo by Quinn Suomala
Members of the Holyoke community gathered in the new community outreach office in the War 
Memorial building.
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lb
$199

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION  

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN
LOIN END CHOPS ....................

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
7/17/25-7/23/257/17/25-7/23/25

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG .............

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CRAWFISH
WHOLE COOKED 3LB BAG ..............

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN 

HASHBROWN PATTIES 30 OZ .......

PRICES IN  RED
ARE AT OR BELOW

 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$999
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 10 LB BAG ....................

$299
lb

USDA INSP. CENTER CUT

BEEF BACK RIBS .............................

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$222
lb

$477

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
$1179

lb

CUT CUT 
FREEFREE

GREAT ON THE GRILL 

$197
lb

lb

$399USDA INSP. 
WUNDERBAR BOLOGONA .
USDA INSP. 
SWISS CHEESE .....................

 SLICED IN OUR DELI 

$288
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
CENTER CUT PORK LOIN ..

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLET .....

USDA INSP. STOREMADE CAROLINA GOLD 
MARINATED BONELESS
CHICKEN THIGHS ..................................
USDA INSP. STOREMADE KABOBS WITH VEGGIES

lb

lb

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL

$669
lb

$369

$599CHICKEN                   BEEF $799
lb

lb
$199

77¢
lb

ADVERTISING 

SALES HELP 
WANTED

➤ Do you want to work in your community helping 
local businesses connect with their customers? 

➤ Do you want a career supporting local journalism, 
which tells the unique stories of our communities? 

➤ If so, then join our team! Turley Publications 
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person 
interested in selling advertising for our community 
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an 
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent 
communication and organizational skills. 

Basic computer skills are required. 
Previous print sales experience is preferred 

but we will train the right candidate. 

Turley Publications, a locally owned family 
business, offers a competitive commission 

structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Comfort Food
 & Ice Cream

• ASK ABOUT CATERING •

BREAKFAST – LUNCH – DINNERS
Soups • Salads • Burgers • Dogs • Desserts 
 Sandwiches • Breakfast All Day • Dinners

Call Ahead 413-300-9883
Order online: www.choochoos-ma.com

Come In!Come In!

2 Bowers St., Holyoke
at the Historic Richardson StationENJOY OUR PICNIC TABLES

USE DOORDASH • 7AM-7PM DAILY •

 HOLYOKE — The U.S. 
Department of Education 
h a s  awa r d e d  H o l y o ke 
Community College a TRIO 
Student Support Services 
grant of $423,190 to improve 
college retention and grad-
uation rates among low-in-
come, first-generation stu-
dents, and students with dis-
abilities.

This award, which runs 
through June 2026, marks the 
continuation of more than 30 
years of TRIO SSS services 
at HCC. Since 1993, the pro-
gram has served thousands of 
HCC students, helping them 
stay in school, earn degrees, 
and build meaningful careers.

SSS is one of eight fed-
eral TRIO programs funded 
under the Higher Education 
Act of 1965 to remove social, 
academic, and cultural barri-
ers to higher education. Since 
its inception in 1968, TRIO 
SSS has helped millions of 
low-income, first-generation 
students graduate from col-
lege and contribute to their 
communities and the econ-
omy. 

Through individual-
ized services including aca-
demic tutoring, financial 
aid, scholarship guidance, 
career exploration, person-
al and academic counsel-
ing, and mentoring, TRIO 
SSS empowers students to 
overcome barriers to suc-
cess. These comprehensive 
supports make it significant-
ly more likely that students 
will complete their degrees 
or successfully transfer, with 
the lowest possible debt.

“The TRIO Student 
Support Services program at 
Holyoke Community College 
e m p ow e r s   s t u d e n t s  t o 
achieve their academic goals 
through personalized aca-
demic support as they navi-
gate both educational chal-
lenges and personal growth,” 
said Elsie Rodriguez-Garcia, 
director of TRIO programs 
at HCC. “Through mentor-
ship, guidance, and valuable 
resources, TRIO inspires 
students to realize their full 
potential and thrive during 
their college journey. TRIO 
is more than just a support 

service, it is a community 
that engages, encourages, 
and uplifts students – foster-
ing resilience, persistence, 
and lasting success beyond 
college.”

Nationally, the TRIO 
SSS program has a proven 
track record. According to a 
2019 evaluation by the U.S. 
Department of Education, 
students in TRIO SSS at two-
year institutions were 48 per-
cent more likely to earn an 
associate degree or transfer 
to a four-year school, and 
students at four-year institu-
tions were 18 percent more 
likely to earn a bachelor’s 
degree compared to similar 
peers not in the program.

“TRIO programs gener-
ally and TRIO SSS in partic-
ular transform students from 
the least resourced back-
grounds into college gradu-
ates,” said Kimberly Jones, 
president of the Council for 
Opportunity in Education in 
Washington, D.C. “This vital 
program makes all the dif-
ference for nearly a million 
students each year across the 

country.”
No tab l e  a l umn i  o f 

the TRIO Student Support 
Services program include 

Michael Cashman, town 
supervisor of Plattsburgh, 
N.Y.; former NASA astro-
n a u t  J o s é  H e r n á n d e z ; 

and Cheryl Johnson, 36th 
Clerk of the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 

Submitted photo
TRIO SSS student Danyelle Foster celebrates her graduation from Holyoke Community College at 
Commencement on May 31. She earned an associate degree in criminal justice. 

HCC awarded $423K federal grant for TRIO student support program

SPRINGFIELD – Now 
open seven days a week, the 
Springfield Museums  are 
ready to embrace the sea-
son with activities and high-
lights throughout the weeks 
of Summer at the Museums, 
happening through Aug. 15. 
Free with museum admis-
sion.  

The Museums are ele-
vating the 2025 summer 
experience with opportuni-
ties to gather, tinker, and jam 
as a community. Family-
friendly exhibitions  and 
hands-on explorations in the 
Cat’s Corner, Hasbro Games 
Art Discovery Center, and 
Spark!Lab  are available 
daily for visitor enjoyment.

“ S u m m e r  a t  t h e 
Museums is such a fun 
time of year! Explore four 
interactive special exhib-
its, become an inventor or 
artist in one of our hands-
on educational spaces, and 
play out on the Quadrangle 
lawn” says Larissa Murray, 
Director of Education at the 
Springfield Museums.

Then, from Wednesday 
to Friday, visitors can par-
ticipate in a variety of spe-
cial program offerings. 
On Wednesdays,  dance 
and jam to performanc-
es from a variety of local 
acts. On Thursdays, kids 
can get crafty with the 
Museum School  for Tinker 
Thursdays, available at an 
additional charge. Lastly, 
on Fridays, welcome the 
weekend with bubbles, a 
performance by the Toe Jam 
Puppet Band, and other fea-
tured activities.     

“We have so much 
happening this summer, 
from our Wednesday and 
Friday performances to 
our daily drop in spaces 
and exhibits. There are so 
many reasons to visit the 
Springfield Museums this 
summer,” exclaims Abby 
Garner, Family Engagement 
Coordinator.

All exhibits and activi-
ties are FREE with museum 
admission unless noted oth-
erwise.

Springfield Museums full 
of activity this season WESTFIELD – Join 

us Aug. 18 on the Stanley 
Park Acre Lawn next to the 
Pavilion Annex from 6 to 7 
p.m. for two Chakra Dance 
sessions led by Harlene 
Simmons from All Natural 
Reiki. 

Chakra dance is rhythm 
for your soul,  a move-
ment-based practice that 
combines dance, music, and 
visualization to balance and 
activate the body’s seven 
energy centers, or chakras. 

This dance is to balance your 
Chakras (energy centers) and 
discover a deepened con-
nection to your true self and 
feeling of coming home.

Music for your Base 
Chakra: vibrational, connect-
ing your body to earth

Music for your Sacral 
Chakra: sensual, connecting 
to your inner goddess or god

Music for your Solar 
Plexus Chakra: fiery & 
dynamic, strong defined 
movement.

Music for your Heart 
Chakra:   uplifting, joyful 
softening of your heart.

Music for your Throat 
C h a k ra :  m o r e  e t h e r e -
al, chanting as you dance, 
expressing your inner truth.

Music for your Third 
Eye Chakra: High vibrations, 
opens up to intuitive guid-
ance through dance.

Music for your Crown 
Chakra: opening to a feeling 
of oneness, connected to the 
divine.

Dress comfortably, easy, 
flowing clothes are recom-
mended. 

Donations to the Park of 
$5 per person, per class, is 
suggested.  

For more information 
on Chakra Dance classes and 
all other Stanley Park events, 
check online at: www.stan-
leypark.org.

Stanley Park hosting dance sessions Aug. 18

COLLEGE NOTES

Talia Velez 
graduates from 
Tufts University

MEDFORD – Tufts 
University awarded more 
than 2,800 degrees across all 
schools during its ceremony 
commemorating the accom-
plishments of the Class of 
2025. 

Talia Velez of Holyoke 
graduated with a degree in 
Studio Art (BFA) from Tufts 
University.

HOLYOKE – Summer 
is just around the corner and 
that means Tykes Tuesday 
is back for free family fun 
at Holyoke Mall Tuesday 
mornings through Aug. 19.

Tykes Tuesday, spon-
sored by The Care Center, 
features seven weeks of free 
family activities and exclu-
sive discounts on Tuesdays 
starting at 11 a.m. on the 
lower level in Macy’s Court. 
The kids’ program is free, 
open to the public, and is 
best suited for children ages 
12 and under. This year’s 
activities include live animal 

ambassadors, a magic show, 
free trampoline park admis-
sion, and more. 

Tykes Tuesday 
Schedule: 

July 22:  Celebrate 
Christmas in July with Mrs. 
Claus, Face Painting and 
More

July 29: Magic Show 
with Ed Popielarczyk

August 5: Meet and 
Greet with the Holyoke 
F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t  a n d 
Belchertown PD Dog

August 12: Superhero 
Training Academy with 

Face Painting and Balloon 
Art

August 19: Funtastic 
Forces with Mad Science

Families are encour-
aged to pre-register at 
www.holyokemall .com/
tykes-tuesday-2025/. Plus, 
families who come to  all  7 
weeks of Tykes Tuesday 
will be entered to win 
a  Grand Raffle Prize of a 
Back-to-School gift pack. 
Those interested can get a 
loyalty punch card at the 
Holyoke Mall registration 
table on July 8.  

Tykes Tuesday back in the summer

Read The Sun online at www.sun.turley.com

HOLYOKE – In July, 
the Holyoke Public Library 
will be holding multiple 
game events for adults and 
children. On July 24, there 
will be an event featuring 
tabletop games in the first 
floor board room from 3 

to 5:30 p.m. And then on 
July 29 from 2 to 5 p.m., 
Nintendo Switch games will 
be available to play in the 
community room. For more 
info, contact Abbey at 413-
420-8101 or email abueding-
er@holyokelibrary.org

Multiple game events at 
Holyoke Library this July
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Live Music
Every 

Weekend!
onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
July 18th

Paul 
Pender

Saturday, 
July 19th

The
Healys

Sunday, 
July 20th

Jimmy 
McArdle

Friday, 
July 25th

Jack & 
His Guitar

Saturday, 
July 26th

Floyd
Patterson

Sunday, 
July 27th

3-6pm

Jeff 
Conlon

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

has definite competition 
as she and challengers 
Victory Machado and Jose 
Candelario are certified.

At-Large Councilors 
Kevin Jourdain, Michael 
Sullivan, Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti, Patricia Devine, 
Howard Greaney, Jr., and 
Israel Rivera are all certified 
for the election.

Ward Councilors to 
be certified include Ward 
5’s Linda Vacon, Ward 6 
Councilor Juan Anderson-
B u r g o s ,  a n d  Wa r d  7 
Councilor Meg Magrath-
Smith.

For the school commit-
tee, which are back in power 

following the end of state 
receivership, are chaired 
by the mayor, and At-Large 
member Devin Sheehan 
has had his papers certified. 
Patrick Beaudry is certified 
for election for Ward 6.

Candidates who have 
taken out papers include 
Jennifer Keitt, Peter Diaz, 
Kocayne Givner,  Anne 
Thalheimer, John Rivera, 
Mimi Panitch, Christopher 
Dunay,  Ricard Purcel l , 
Ramona Mulro,  Nicole 
Maisonet, Disodado Lopez, 
and David Bartley for city 
council. School committee 
nomination papers have been 
taken out by Gladys Lebron-
Martinez, Luis Orlando 
Isaza, Mildred Lefebvre, 
Yadilet te Rivera-Colon, 
Eleanor Wilson, Jessica 

Cruz-Morales, and Rosalee 
Tensley Williams.

With three candidates 
certified for the Ward 1 City 
Council seat, there is defi-
nitely a need for a primary 
to narrow the field to two 
candidates for that seat. That 
primary would be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 16. Multiple 
candidates pulled papers for 
City Council Wards 2 and 4, 
and primaries could be held 
for those seats as well if the 
papers are returned and cer-
tified. 

The general municipal 
election is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Nov. 4. The city is 
need of poll workers for the 
upcoming elections. Please 
call the city clerk’s office 
at (413) 322-5520 for more 
information.

ELECTION, 
from page 1

possible.
“It’s important that we come 

together as a community, not just 
the sheriff’s department, not just 
the police department, but also all 
the other service providers in the 
region to work together and build a 
unit of one stop shop in the region 

that actually allows people to come 
in and get all the services they need 
from this particular spot,” Rivera 
said. 

Cocchi also took the time to 
thank the many other people who 
have been working to make this 
office and the other efforts of the 
police department possible. 

This included Garcia and 
his staff, probation chief Sewan 

McBride and his staff and all the 
other police officers who work each 
day in Holyoke. 

“It is their everyday compas-
sion, professionalism and respect 
that yield forth to the people 
of the great county of Hampden, 
Massachusetts,” Cocchi said. 
“Because of today, people in the 
city of Holyoke…we have 23% 
less fatal overdoses in the county 

since last year, because of the work 
everybody in this building does.”

Using this office, Cocchi and 
the other members of the police 
department and of the Holyoke city 
staff hope to continue to see this 
number, and many others improve.

“We hope to continue to build, 
continue to expand and continue to 
strengthen our local partnerships 
with our local organizations that 

are, again, doing the important 
work out there in our community,” 
Garcia said. 

“Let’s be back here in a year 
and let’s watch the crime rate go 
down in the city of Holyoke, but 
most importantly, let’s watch the 
quality of life rise here in the city of 
Holyoke,” Keenan said.

OFFICE, from page 1

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
Sherif f  Nick Cocchi shared the 
importance of this new office. 

Mayor Joshua Garcia welcomed 
everyone to the new community 
outreach office. 

Holyoke Police Chief Brian Keenan 
shared his hopes for how this office 
could benefit the Holyoke community. 

City Councilor Israel Rivera added 
his perspective on why the new 
community outreach office will be 
crucial for anyone who wants to be 
reintegrated into society. 

Holyoke Community Development 
Director Alicia Zoeller explained how 
she believes this office will benefit the 
Holyoke community.

By Shelley Zimmerman, 
MPA, MHM, BSN, RN, 

Hospital Administrator
 MiraVista Behavioral 

Health Center

HOLYOKE – It’s been a 
month since school let out for 
the summer. The daily grind 
of early alarms and packed 
lunches has been replaced 
by late mornings, camps, 
part-time jobs, and plenty of 
screen time. For many teens, 
summer brings a welcome 
break. But for others, espe-
cially those facing emotional 
or mental health challenges, 
these unstructured weeks can 
be anything but carefree.

We talk often about 
“learning loss” during sum-
mer break. But what about 
the loss of structure, connec-

tion, and routine that schools 
provide? For adolescents, 
these aren’t just convenienc-
es, they’re lifelines. Teachers, 
counselors, and trusted adults 
offer stability, and their 
absence over the summer can 
leave vulnerable youth feeling 
isolated and unsupported.

Recent national data 
highlights what many par-
ents and providers already 
know: youth mental health 
is in crisis. According to the 
CDC, more than 40% of high 
school students report per-
sistent feelings of sadness or 
hopelessness. And anxiety and 
depression diagnoses among 
adolescents have risen sharply 
in the past decade, with anx-
iety increasing by more than 
60% and depression by nearly 
45%.

At MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center, we see the 
effects of this seasonal gap 
firsthand—and we’re here to 
help fill it.

“We want families to 
know that help is avail-
able—and accessible,” says 
Shelley Zimmerman, Hospital 
Administrator at MiraVista. 
“Our direct admission process 
allows adolescents in need of 
inpatient mental health care 
to be admitted without the 
delays and stress of an emer-
gency department visit. It’s a 
more compassionate, stream-
lined approach to care.”

Our adolescent inpatient 
program, serving youth ages 
13 and older, remains fully 
open and active throughout 
the summer months. Because 
we know that mental health 

doesn’t take a break—and nei-
ther do we.

Parents, caregivers, pedi-
atricians, and community 
leaders: If you know a young 
person who’s struggling emo-
tionally, please don’t wait. 
Early support can make all the 
difference.

To learn more about our 
services or to refer a teen for 
care, visit www.miravistabhc.
care.

Mental health matters in 
every season. A month into 
summer, it’s worth remember-
ing: when school is out, sup-
port must stay in.

A month into summer, let’s not forget about 
Adolescent Mental Health

Holy Trinity 
Orthodox 
Church to 
hold Greek 
Festival

H O LY O K E  –  A 
Greek Festival will be 
held on Saturday, Aug. 23 
at the Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church Grounds 
from 11:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. at 410 Main Street, 
Holyoke. Greek food, pas-
tries music, vendors and 
family-friendly features. 
We look forward to shar-
ing another “Greek Day 
in Holyoke” with you.  
Admission is free; Ample 
parking. For more infor-
mation, contact Sharon at 
533-9880 or email holy-
trinityofholyoke@gmail.
com.
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See BACKYARD, page 5

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I have a question. 

I  now get a Railroad 
Pension from my ex-hus-
band. I did not know it was 
from the Social Security 
Administration. I want to 
collect my SS benefits and 
my Railroad pension. Can 
I do that? I do not under-
stand why I cannot collect 
both. Please advise. 

Thank you. Signed: 
Railroad Ex-spouse 

 
Dear Railroad Ex-spouse: 

Railroad pension ben-
efits and Social Security 
benefits are fully coor-
dinated – that is, your 
Railroad pension pay-
ment from your ex-spouse 
already includes your 
earned Social Security 
retirement benefit. That’s 
because the two govern-
ment agencies, Railroad 
R e t i r e m e n t  B o a r d 
a n d  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wo r k 
together and pay your ben-
efits in one single payment, 
usually managed by the 
RRB if some of your ben-
efit includes a railroad pen-
sion component. The RRB 
and SSA are two separate 
government agencies, but 
they fully coordinate bene-
fits for beneficiaries.  

This is exactly the 
same as  i f  you were 
col lect ing regular  SS 
ex-spouse benefits instead 
of RR benefits from your 
ex-husband; your person-
al SS retirement benefit 
is always paid first, and 
you receive an additional 
amount (a spousal boost) 
from your ex-husband. 
In your case, your “spou-
sal boost” is the differ-
ence between your per-
sonally earned SS retire-
ment benefit at your Full 
Retirement Age and half 
of your ex-husbands Tier I 
Railroad retirement benefit 
amount at his full retire-
ment age. A railroad pen-
sion usually consists of two 

pieces – a Tier I benefit and 
a Tier II benefit, with Tier 
I benefits being the equiv-
alent of the pensioner’s 
Social Security. 

Your ex-spouse ben-
efits under the RRB are 
handled the same way. The 
two agencies fully coor-
dinate with each other, 
evaluate your SS entitle-
ment, and then reduce the 
amount of your RRB Tier 
I ex-spouse benefit by your 
SS retirement amount and 
pay both amounts together. 
In this way, you only get 
one payment, consisting 
of both your earned SSA 
component and the RRB 
component. And whenever 
there is a railroad compo-
nent, the RRB is usually 
responsible for making 
pension payments. 

You may find the 
information at this RRB 
website helpful: https://rrb.
gov/RB-9/Social_Security_
Benefits and you can also 
contact your local RRB 
field office by accessing 
this link: https://www.rrb.
gov/Field-Office-Locator.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Why can’t I get my Social Security 
payment plus my Railroad Pension 
from my ex-spouse?
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◗  Opinion

Cooper’s hawk

My neighbor has a 
Cooper’s hawk in 
his yard. Cooper’s 

hawks are common wood-
land hawks and skilled fliers. 

They will fly at high 
speed through cluttered tree 
canopies in pursuit of other 
birds. They may be seen at 
the forest edge or a field tak-
ing a few wingbeats followed 
by a glide. 

Males are smaller than 
the females. They build the 
nest and supply nearly all the 
food to females and young 
during the nesting period. 

During migration, ridge 
tops in both the East and 
West are great places to spot 
Cooper’s hawks in large 
numbers. Coopers hawks 
perch upright and have a 
long, rounded tail with dark 
banding. The band at  the end 
of the tail is white. They have 
a small, hooked beak. 

Adults have a gray back, 
reddish barred chest and red 
eyes. They also have a black 
cap.

Cooper’s hawks are sim-
ilar to sharp-shinned hawks, 
but are larger. They inhabit 
deep forest to backyards. 

Grape jelly warning
I received a link about 

the dangers of feeding grape 

jelly to hummingbirds from 
a Granby resident. The  link 
said, “Bird experts are rais-
ing the alarm that a common 
practice done to attract some 
birds is actually killing hum-
mingbirds. Raptor Education 
Group, Inc. said just this 
week they had three adult 
ruby-throated hummingbirds 
brought in covered in grape 
jelly. One had already died. 
The others are alive, but 
struggling.”

The central Wisconsin 
nonprofit shared photos to 
raise awareness that grape 
jelly is a sticky danger for the 
delicate birds. They said, “It 
has become common practice 
for people to put out jelly for 
orioles. However, when it is 
this warm, the jelly melts and 
sticks in other bird’s feath-
ers and feet.” The  group rec-
ommends buying bird-safer 
jelly from a specialty store or 
feeding orange halves.

Brimfield bird report
I  received an email 

recently from a Brimfield 
resident. He said, “It’s been 
a different spring/summer 
in the yard this year. I didn’t 
see the first Baltimore ori-
ole until June when a male 
showed up at the bird bath 
and a few days later a female 
showed at the birdbath. In 
previous years we have had 
a couple of pairs in the yard. 
I offer jelly and oranges 

during migration and then 
just oranges later in the year. 
l’ve only seen catbirds at the 
oranges, no orioles.”

He  saw a  juven i le 
red-bellied woodpecker fol-
lowing an adult male around 
and begging for food recent-
ly. The catbirds are seen fre-
quently and use the birdbath 
regularly. He has a couple 
pairs of rose-breasted gros-
beaks as well. Several years 
ago, he saw 11 rose-breast-
ed grosbeaks in the yard at 
the same time. He has not 
seen an indigo bunting this 
year. Although he saw great 
crested flycatchers and house 
wren earlier in the spring, 
they did not stay and use the 
nest boxes in his yard as they 
did last year. 

Nesting osprey
He also said in his email, 

“In Warren last week I saw 
one osprey nestling in the 
nest on South Street, but on 
a visit today there was no 
sighting of the chick, but 
an adult was perched on the 
nest.”

Alarming statistic
H e  a l s o  s a i d , 

“Unfortunately the reports 
that there are billions of 
fewer birds in the country 
now than there were in the 
1970s is very evident to any-
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

So many things in life 
are a matter of prefer-
ence, and there is no 

exception when it comes to 
likes and dislikes in the gar-
den.  

Take, for example, the 
hydrangea in my front yard 
that is truly a kaleidoscope 
of blues, purples and magen-
ta. My husband prefers all 
blue hydrangea flowers, 
and would love if I would 
give the bush a watering of 

“Miracid” so that it will con-
form more to his lik-

ing. 
But alas,  I 

tend to enjoy 
the circusy feel, 
and will proba-

bly continue to let 
it do it’s thing with-
out any help from me. 

Likewise, if you prefer 
the pink shades instead, you 
can use lime to make the soil 
more alkaline.  

Do you ever wonder 
how this process works? It’s 
a matter of making alumi-
num ions more readily avail-
able or not, and that process 
is pH dependent.

Another area where 
he and I tend to disagree is 
whether or not Bugbane, 
Actaea (formerly Cimifuga) 

racemosa, deserves a place 
in our perennial border. The 
plant is really unique, in that 
it sends up loads of four-five 
foot tall white flower spikes, 
even in the shade.  

It’s a beefy plant once 
full grown. I consider it a 
“specimen” like the Peony or 
Baptisia, where one will do 
the trick. 

The flowers are bloom-
ing now and will continue to 
put on a show for a good few 
weeks.  

So, you ask, what is the 
problem? Simply put, it’s the 
smell. The plant reeks. It’s 
all for good, though, since 
the acrid smell lures flies to 
pollinate it!  

My husband loathes the 
smell and has given it the not 
so nice nickname of “stinky 

flesh plant.” I am not sure 
how he came up with that, 
but each year he is always 
pretty vocal about the stench 
when it is in bloom.  

As a sidebar, the flies 
are doing their job, in turn 
making viable seeds. I know 

this for certain, since a few 
of them have sprouted over 
the years. Welcome volun-
teers, at least as far as I am 
concerned!

What is the consensus 

In the eye (or nose) of the beholder

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Resorts
  5. One point south of 

southwest
  9. Musical 

performances
 11. Matched
 13. Four-footed 

animal part
 15. Express severe 

disapproval of
 16. Type of leaf
 17. Preparatory
 19. Walk heavily
 21. Succulent plants
 22. Rectangle of 

grass
 23. Lump in yarn
 25. Too
 26. Foot (Latin)
 27. Afflicts
 29. Smoothed
 31. Mind (Greek)

 33. Tampa ballclub
 34. Semitic language
 36. Sheltered sides
 38. Ocean
 39. Electronic point 

of sale
 41. Thrust a knife into
 43. 12th month 

(abbr.)
 44. Ringworm
 46. Father of Aoris 

(Greek myth.)
 48. Fighting back
 52. Cease to exist
 53. Insects in adult 

stage
 54. Freestanding 

sculpture
 56. Caps
 57. Repents
 58. Brown and 

Wallace are two
 59. Moved quickly

CLUES DOWN
  1. Goes bad
  2. Yard structure
  3. They __
  4. Marine 

invertebrate
  5. European river
  6. Office supplies 

firm
  7. Physically abused
  8. Service stations in 

Australia
  9. Kills
 10. Liquid body 

substances
 11. Particular to a 

given individual
 12. Brave or noble 

act
 14. Sicilian city
 15. Conqueror
 18. Elected officials
 20. Type of «pig»

 24. Drop of viscous 
substance

 26. Monetary unit of 
Spain

 28. Guarantees
 30. Coloring materials
 32. Reddish browns
 34. Square measure
 35. Will not
 37. Canned fish
 38. Appeared
 40. Six (Spanish)
 42. Took off
 43. Negligible amount
 45. Posts in a Greek 

temple
 47. Witnesses
 49. Phil __, former 

CIA
 50. Places to park
 51. Guns
 55. Dance to pop 

music

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

one who has watched birds 
since then. Very sad what 
we humans have done to the 
planet.” He said, “On anoth-
er depressing note, there are 
way fewer butterflies in the 

yard this year.”

Phoebes
Every year  Eas tern 

phoebes return to nest in 
my yard. Recently, I saw a 
fledgling following an adult 
around begging for food.

People may report a bird 

sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message 
at extension 100, emailing 
mybackyard88@aol.com 
or edowner@turley.com or 
mailing to Barre Gazette, 
P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 
01005.

BACKYARD, 
from page 4

on Hosta flowers?  Should 
they stay or go?  I used to be 
of the “go” camp until earlier 
this morning, in fact, when 
I saw a hummingbird fre-
quenting the blossoms! That 
changed my mind in a hurry. 

While i t’s true that 
Hostas are better known for 
their foliage which is often 
beautifully variegated, the 

light lilac flowers are pretty 
in their own right. A hand-
ful of pendulous bells hang 
from the tips of the stems 
that seem to float above the 
foliage.  

Hostas are not very 
demanding and are best 
known for their use in a 
shady border. Most will 
burn if planted in the sun, 
although golden leaved vari-
eties seem to fair better in 

sunnier locales.  In gener-
al, most varieties look great 
paired with Astilbe and 
Ferns.

I’ve mentioned the “take 
it or leave it” attitude in prior 
columns towards the smell of 
Marigolds.  I am definitely a 
“take it” girl on this one. In 
fact, the fragrance, in and of 
itself, transports me back to 
the Grange Hall of my youth 
and their annual summer fair 

where I would, and still do 
enter the flowers in the “Cut 
Flower” category.  

Both the larger doubled 
petal African and the smaller 
French types are represented. 
Besides looking good in the 
vase, Marigolds are said to 
repel aphids and other insects 
from neighboring plants, and 

supposedly even able to keep 
underground nematodes at 
bay.  

Maybe they are worth 
the odor. Or maybe the fra-
grance? You be the judge.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 

University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line.  

GARDEN, from page 4

S P R I N G F I E L D  - 
Baystate Medical Center is 
proud to announce that it has 
once again been recognized 
with Magnet Recognition® 
by the American Nurses 
C r e d e n t i a l i n g  C e n t e r 
(ANCC)-marking its fifth 
consecutive designation. This 
rare and prestigious honor is 
shared by less than one per-
cent of hospitals nationwide, 
underscoring the exception-
al level of nursing care and 
organizational commitment 
to excellence at Baystate.

Magnet® Recognition 
is considered the gold stan-
dard for nursing excellence, 
reflecting not only the quality 
of patient care but also the 
strength of nursing leader-
ship, the support for profes-
sional development, and the 
culture of collaboration that 
defines outstanding health-

care organizations. Achieving 
this honor five times in a row 
(20 consecutive years) is a 
testament to Baystate’s con-
sistent focus on delivering 
high-quality, patient-centered 
care.

“ T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n 
affirms what we already 
know to be true-our nurs-
es are extraordinary,” said 
Joanne Miller, DNP, RN, 
NEA-BC,  Sen io r  Vice 
President and Chief Nurse 
Executive, Baystate Health. 
“This fifth Magnet® desig-
nation is a profound recog-
nition of the extraordinary 
care, professionalism, and 
heart that our nurses bring 
to every patient, every day. 
It reflects 20 years of sus-
tained nursing excellence and 
a deep-rooted culture of col-
laboration across our organi-
zation. I could not be prouder 

of the nursing team and every 
individual who supports their 
success.”

“This honor is a reflec-
tion of our entire Baystate 
Medical Center family-all 
team members who work 
with and support our nurs-
es. It speaks to our collective 
commitment to excellence 

and the power of working 
together to care for our com-
munity. Congratulations to 
our nurses on this achieve-
ment!” said Ron Bryant, 
President & COO, Baystate 
Medical Center.

The designation was 
awarded following a compre-
hensive review of Baystate’s 

nursing practices, outcomes, 
and culture of care. The 
ANCC highlighted Baystate 
Medical Center for exem-
plary performance in several 
key areas, reflecting not only 
strong clinical outcomes but 
also a deep commitment to 
continuous learning, shared 
decision-making, and inter-
professional teamwork.

“This designation is 
a tribute to the unwavering 
dedication of our nurses and 
the interdisciplinary teams 
who stand beside them,” said 
Brenda Rocha, DNP, MBA, 
RN, Chief Nursing Officer, 
Baystate Medical Center. 
“It validates the quality, 
compassion, and innovation 
that define care at Baystate 
Medical Center and the pow-
erful impact we have when 
we work as one team with 
one purpose.”

Since first achieving 
Magnet® status in 2005, 
Baystate Medical Center 
has remained dedicated to 
the principles that define 
Magnet® organizations: 
excellence in nursing prac-
tice, strong interdisciplinary 
collaboration, and a culture 
that supports innovation and 
resiliency. This recognition 
reaffirms that commitment 
and highlights the critical 
role nurses play in shaping 
the future of healthcare.

“This is a proud moment 
for all of us,” said Miller. “I 
want to thank every nurse, 
every leader, and every col-
league who contributed to 
this incredible accomplish-
ment. Your commitment to 
excellence doesn’t just meet 
expectations-it transforms 
lives.”

Baystate Medical Center earns Magnet® Recognition for Nursing Excellence

WESTFIELD – Greater 
Springfield Habitat  for 
Humanity (GSHFH) is excit-
ed to announce a Pickleball 
Tournament open to players 
of all skill levels on Sunday, 
July 20, at The Picklr 415 
E. Main St (The Westfield 
Shops Retail A-1).

From 12 to 4 p.m., sea-
soned players and rookies 

alike, will play a “King of 
the Court” three-person style 
play. Tickets are $40 each, 
which includes prizes, snacks 
and refreshments,  swag 
bags, and ridiculous amounts 
of fun. All are welcome to 
participate or spectate. To 
purchase tickets, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org

“We are excited to be 

hosting this event. The staff 
at The Picklr has been edu-
cating us on all things pickle-
ball and helping us to ensure 
a fun and lively event while 
raising awareness and sup-
porting our construction pro-
grams,” said Aimee Giroux, 
GSHFH executive director.

Grea te r  Spr ingfie ld 
Habitat  is  also looking 

for sponsors for the event. 
Sponsorships range from 
$500 to $1,500. For more 
information, see attached 
flyer. 

GSHFH is dedicated to 
strengthening communities 
by empowering low-income 
families to change their lives 
and the lives of future gener-
ations through homeowner-

ship and home preservation 
opportunities. Since 1987, 
Greater Springfield Habitat 
has built or repaired 129 
homes in Hampden County. 

For  more  in fo rma-
tion, contact Olga Callirgos, 
Homeowner Programs coor-
dinator, at callirgos@hab-
itatspringfield.org or (413) 
739-5503 x1003.

Therapy dog 
to visit library

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Public Library will host a 
visit from Maki the Therapy 
Dog. He will appear on July 
21 and 28, Aug. 18 and 25 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on 
the fourth floor. Call for a 
15-minute time slot.

Pickleball tournament July 20 to benefit Greater Springfield Habitat
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T h e  i d e a ,  C h a r l e s 
said,  was “to celebrate 
the green spaces tucked 
across Holyoke: backyards, 
orchards, public spaces, and 
highlight not just the plants 
but the people behind them.” 
With more than 100 presale 
tickets sold and steady foot 
traffic throughout the day, the 
event exceeded expectations 
and hinted at a promising 
new annual tradition.

The tour featured elev-
en stops, selected from open 
applications submitted via 
postcards and emails. These 
spaces ranged from loving-
ly tended private retreats to 
community-powered hubs of 
urban agriculture, each root-
ed in a shared commitment to 
creativity, sustainability, and 
civic pride.

Dwight Street Garden
At 772 Dwight St. vis-

itors were welcomed into a 
thriving urban plot stewarded 
by Gabbi Perry of Neighbor 
2 Neighbor. Launched in 
2021, the garden operates 
with a radical sense of open-
ness: “Anyone can garden 
here. Anyone can harvest. 
Anyone can join the planning 
committee,” Perry explained. 
With beds of squash, pep-
pers, tomatoes, and kale, 
the space is both an urban 
farm and a social classroom. 
Composting efforts are sup-
ported by the Holyoke Food 
and Equity Collective, turn-
ing this patch of land into 

what Perry calls “a place full 
of community resiliency… a 
unique space where anyone 
can join, grow, and lead.”

Urban Orchard 
at Sacred Heart 

In the former Sacred 
Heart Church grounds at 
435 Maple Street, Kaleb 
McCubbins stood under the 
shade of young fruit trees. 
Represent ing Wollaston 
Investments, McCubbins 
explained their mission: “We 
saved it because it was going 
to be pushed over… now we 
want to let the communi-
ty guide what it becomes.” 
The group has preserved the 
church’s existing orchard and 
plans to create an event space 
that respects the site’s history 
while opening doors for com-
munity-led use.

Wistariahurst Museum 
Gardens

Behind Holyoke’s grand 
historic museum, volun-
teers have been restoring 
the two-acre garden lay-
out since 2003. Though the 
lead volunteer preferred to 
remain unnamed, her pas-
sion was unmistakable. “You 
can teach anyone to gar-
den. You can’t teach some-
one to volunteer… it’s just 
in them or not,” she said. 
Visitors admired knock-
out roses,  lush hydran-
gea trees, and curated bor-
ders maintained by Western 
Mass Master Gardeners 
Association and community 
helpers. Monthly plant sales 
support the irrigation system, 

and floral arrangements are 
contributed by Finch Flower 
Co., with textile decor by 
Paper City Fabrics.

An Imperfect Garden
A t  h e r  R i d g ewo o d 

Avenue home, Sally Carlton 
turned once-problemat-
ic terrain into a sanctuary 
of sculpture, slope-defying 
beds, and heirloom peonies. 
Her favorite, the ‘Festiva 
Maxima’, was passed down 
from her mother’s gar-
den over a century ago. 
 “When I die, I told my kids, 
dig this peony up. That’s 
the only thing I care about,” 
Carlton said. Her garden also 
features a heron sculpture 

and handmade arch, prod-
ucts of a local metalworking 
class she took led by Artist 
Pat Bennett.

Oakdale Oasis
Liz O’Dair’s garden on 

Bay State Road embraced 
a casual, lived-in beau-
ty, guided more by nature’s 
will than human hands. 
“Nature decides what likes 
to grow here. I just try to 
create a retreat,” she said. 
With Carolina wrens, fire-
flies, and a central water fea-
ture, the garden is a refuge 
for both people and pollina-
tors.

Victorian Orchard
At the historic Grace 

Weeks House on Howard 
Street, Brianna and Steve 
Fournier are replacing a 
driveway with fruit-bear-
ing trees and shrubs. Their 
edible landscape now fea-
tures pawpaws, plums, figs, 
and a towering elderberry. 
“It’s still evolving,” Steve 
said. “Some years are good, 
some are bad and we’re defi-
nitely fighting a lot of inva-
sives and things like that, but 
we love it”

 An Enthusiastic Garden
On Madison Avenue, 

Karen and Andy Fisk creat-
ed a garden as exuberant as 
its name. Drawing inspiration 
from authors and characters, 
such as: Emily Dickinson 
primroses, Harriet Beecher 
Stowe’s chaotic gardens, and 
even coral berries for Dr. 
Seuss helps fill the garden 

with metaphor and memory. 
 “It’s a way to meet your 
neighbors… gardens build 
community,” Karen said, not-
ing the active perennial swap 
among nearby gardeners.

The Connected Gardens
Next door to one anoth-

er on Dartmouth Street, 
Lora and Tom Barrett and 
Patricia and Bill Ryan cul-
tivated seamlessly flowing 
gardens that feature 87 hosta 
varieties and hand-me-down 
irises from Lora’s mother. 
The Ryan’s love the look of 
a beautiful garden but don’t 
enjoy gardening much, lucki-
ly their neighbor Lora Barrett 
has a large appreciation for 
gardens and cultivates both 
of the gardens in the yards 
to be a beautiful cohesive 
jungle of plants and flowers. 
 “Every plant here is a baby 
of something else, it’s like 
watching a legacy bloom,” 
Lora said. Her oil paintings, 
inspired by the garden, will 
be on view in “Blooms,” 
opening at Wistariahurst 
Museum from Sept. 2 to 
Sept. 25.

The Flower Truck
Nina and Nick Stoddard 

transformed their Stanford 
Street yard into a flow-
er paradise that can feed 
their cut-flower business 
Finch Flower Co.; they 
do arrangements, events, 
and other services you can 
find on their website. Nina 
planted 90% of the blooms 
herse l f  over  14  years . 
The business uses their 

mobile flower stand: Birdie, 
their vintage 1957 Ford truck 
they renovated to hold flow-
ers in the bed. 

“I’ve always grown 
flowers to cut,even before 
the business started,” she 
said, standing underneath 
the shade of old large black 
willow, cedar, and pine 
trees planted by the original 
owners Albert & Blanche 
Sampson.

The Baker & 
The Botanist

Tucked on Wyckoff 
Avenue, Angie and Nina 
Tiss i -Gassoway created 
a wipe open garden with a 
brick patio, a commemo-
rative dogwood for when 
Nina graduated, and even 
a greenhouse shed. During 
the tour, Dr. Kim Skyrm 
f r o m  t h e  M A  A p i a r y 
Program offered live bee 
demos and honey tastings. 
 “This garden is our labor 
of love… hidden under 
Holyoke’s old hemlocks,” 
said Angie.

Riverview Oasis 
O n  N o r t h a m p t o n 

Street near Smith’s Ferry, 
Liz Washer’s multi-zoned 
landscape with: terraced 
stonework, shaded beds, 
and river views was born 
d u r i n g  t h e  p a n d e m i c . 
 “It was my big COVID 
project… now it’s a place 
of calm, full of bees and 
blooms,” she said.  Her 
favorite additions were the 
Daylilies sourced from the 
Wistariahurst garden sales.

Across the gardens, sev-
eral themes echoed: a devo-
tion to pollinator-friendly 
practices, a reverence for 
history, and an urge to share; 
whether it be knowledge, cut-
tings, or simply joy. From a 
composting education hub on 
Dwight Street to the gentle 
hum of bees in Wyckoff, the 
tour wasn’t just about gar-
dens. It was about connec-
tions.

As Charles noted at the 
beginning of the day, “We 
want people to see that gar-
dening in Holyoke is not just 
about plants; it’s about peo-
ple, community, and the plac-
es that bind us together.”

With such a s trong 
debut, it seems the Holyoke 
Garden Tour has already 
taken root as a new seasonal 
tradition, and it’s blooming 
beautifully.

BloomsBlooms and Communityand Community

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn, 

24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event” 

in the subject line of your email.

Send Us Your
Community 

Autumn Events

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over 
200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

Event Name _______________________________________________

Date/Time _________________________________________________

Location __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Description ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Cost _____________________________________________________

Contact name & phone number for more information ________________

_________________________________________________________

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement 

which will be published September 10, 2025. 
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches 

over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Deadline 
for Calendar 
submissions 
is August 11.

GARDEN TOUR, 
from page 1

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
Dwight Street Garden: 772 Dwight St. - Gabbi Perry of Neighbor 2 Neighbor oversees this open-access 
community garden focused on food equity and education.

Wistariahurst Museum Gardens: 238 Cabot St.- Restored by community volunteers and the Western 
Mass Master Gardeners Association, these historic gardens reflect the original Skinner estate design.

Oakdale Oasis: Bay State Rd.-   Liz O’Dair’s garden includes fruit trees, perennial beds, and a water 
feature designed to support local wildlife.

Victorian Orchard: Howard St.- Brianna and Steve Fournier have created an edible landscape with 
native fruits and herbs at the historic Grace Weeks House.

SEE MORE GARDEN TOUR 
PHOTOS ON PAGE 10.
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SPORTSSPORTS
SOUTH HADLEY – 

Last Thursday evening in 
the Women’s Division of the 
Pioneer Valley Summer Soccer 
League, Here for Beer edged 
the Monson Mustangs 3-2 on 
the turf of South Hadley High 
School. Both teams are now 
7-1 on the season with Monson 
suffering its first loss. They are 
both tied for first place in the 
division. The game was a pos-

sible preview of the 
PVSSL finals.

Here for Here for 
Beer hands Beer hands 
Mustangs Mustangs 
first lossfirst loss Turley photos by David Henry 

www.sweetdogphotos.com
Joanna Mull, of Belchertown, 

sends a free kick away.

Katie Gilhooly, a 2025 Comp graduate, fights 
for the ball.

Cassie Ashwell heads up the field. Macie Bolton tries to keep possession of 
the ball.

Taryn Carriveau, a recent Chicopee Comp 
graduate, makes a stop on the ball.

PALMER – Following the 
Fourth of July, Tri-County Baseball 
League action resumed with a full 
week of action. Teddy Bear Pools 
and St.  Joseph’s were among 
the several games that took place. 
Both teams had a few games during 
the week. With a couple of weeks 
remaining in the season. St. Joseph’s 
holds first place with 20 points and a 
10-6 record. PeoplesBank is second with 
16 points and an 8-2 record and several 
games to make up. BankESB is third 
with 11 points, and Teddy Bear Pools 
holds fourth with nine points and a 
4-7-1 record.

Saints keep 
first place 
in Tri-County

Devin Slattery, of Ware, 
makes the stop

Mason 
Barcomb 
slings a 
throw to 

first.

Brandon Magni fields a grounder to third.

ABOVE: Breddan 
Fournier cuts across 

the diamond and gets 
the out.

Colby Harrington 
delivers a pitch for St. 
Joe’s.

Turrley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Jake Delaney picks the ball out of the dirt.

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW—The task 
wasn’t a very difficult one for 
the Western Mass. Pioneers 
entering the regular season 
finale against rival Vermont 
Green FC.

The Pioneers needed 
a victory to clinch the top 
spot in the USL League Two 
Northeast Division table for 
the first time since 2021. 

The home team held 
a 2-0 lead in the 90th min-
ute before referee Stephanie 
MacFarland decided to add 
10 minutes of stoppage time. 
That’s when everything fell 
apart for the Pioneers like a 
house of cards.

The Green managed to 
score two goals during extra 
time and last Friday night’s 
match, which was played in 
front of the largest crowd of 
the regular season at historic 
Lusitano Stadium, ended in a 
2-2 draw.

“I’ve never been involved 
in a soccer game before 
where the referee added ten 
minutes of stoppage time,” 
said Pioneers captain Aidan 
Kelly. “We just crumpled 
under the pressure, but it’s 
something that we’re going 
to learn from. It’s very dis-
appointing, but we’re looking 
forward to the playoffs now.”  

Longtime Pioneers head 
coach Federico Molinari was 
upset with how the home 
match ended.

“I have no words to 
describe tonight’s game,” 
Molinari said. “We played 
very well until extra time. 
There isn’t anything we can 
do about it now.” 

The scoreboard clock 
was stopped when the match 
reached the 90th minute. 
MacFarland kept the rest of 
the time.  Soccer is the only 
sport that uses a clock where 
the players and fans have no 
idea when the match is going 
to end.

While it was a heart-
breaking way to end the 
regular season, the Pioneers 
(10-1-3), who lost, 2-0, to 
the Green on June 17, were 
scheduled to host the Long 
Island Rough Riders in an 
Eastern Conference play-in 
match on Tuesday night.

“We’ve qualified for the 
playoffs again,” Molinari 
said. “We just have to prepare 
for Tuesday’s playoff match 
now.”

The Pioneers qualified 
for the playoffs for the sixth 
time since 2019. They’ve 
also finished in second place 
in the Northeast Conference 
standings in each of the past 
four seasons.

Vermont (12-0-2) cap-
tured the League title for the 
first time since joining USL 
League Two in 2022.

When the Green made 
their annual visit to Lusitano 
Stadium a year ago, they 
clinched a playoff berth 
with a 3-1 victory over the 
Pioneers. The first meeting of 
the 2024 regular season ended 
in a scoreless draw.

The overall series record 
between the two squads is 
now tied 3-3-2.

The Pioneers posted a 
pair of 1-0 victories against 
Vermont during the 2023 reg-
ular season.

Extra time goals hurt Pioneers in draw

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Juan Hermoso chases after a loose ball.

Jaiden Williems gets the quick touch.
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Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
Permit Application for Home 

Occupation of Ella Sussman and 
Tyrone Obanner at 1-9 Martin 
Street (122-00-018) for a psy-
chotherapy/psychiatric outpa-
tient mental health practice per 
sec 4.8.2. Hearing will take place 
on Monday, August 4th, 2025 
at 6:30 pm at Holyoke City Hall 
536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 875 5615 2100 
Meeting Passcode 333169 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For a copy of the application or 
to provide comments, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Kocayne Givner 
07/18, 07/25/2025

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The Ordinance Committee 
of the Holyoke City Council 
will hold a public hearing on 
Wednesday August 6th, 2025 at 
6:30pm to hear a special permit 
application of Sixan MA LLC at 

15 Main Street (033-06-022) a 
recreational marijuana retail es-
tablishment per sec 7.10. Meet-
ing will take place at Holyoke 
City Hall 536 Dwight St and can 
be accessed remotely via zoom.
us Meeting ID 812 7823 3053 
Meeting Passcode 964670 or by 
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with 
same Meeting ID and Passcode. 
For an electronic copy of the ap-
plication or to submit a comment 
for this public hearing, please 
contact City Council Admin Asst 
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ@holyoke.org or 
by phone 413-322-5525. 

Ordinance Chair, Israel Rivera 
07/18, 07/25/2025

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a special 
permit application of LN Ber-
neche, Inc. for a motor vehicle 
repair garage in the IG zone at 
37 Appleton Street (036-01-002) 
per sec 7.2.13 (a). Hearing will 
take place on Monday, August 

4th, 2025 at 6:30 pm at Holy-
oke City Hall 536 Dwight St and 
can be accessed remotely via 
www.zoom.us Meeting ID 875 
5615 2100 Meeting Passcode 
333169 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting 
ID and Passcode. For a copy 
of the application or to provide 
comments, please contact City 
Council Admin Asst Jeffery An-
derson-Burgos at Anderson-Bur-
gosJ@holyoke.org or by phone 
413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Kocayne Givner 
07/18, 07/25/2025

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing

The DGR Committee of the 
Holyoke City Council will hold 
a public hearing to hear a Special 
Permit Application for Home 
Occupation of Robert Rose at 
414 Hillside Ave Suite 167 (124-
00-108) for a custom fabrication 
shop per sec 4.8.2. Hearing will 
take place on Monday, August 
4th, 2025 at 6:30 pm at Holy-
oke City Hall 536 Dwight St and 
can be accessed remotely via 

www.zoom.us Meeting ID 875 
5615 2100 Meeting Passcode 
333169 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting 
ID and Passcode. For a copy 
of the application or to provide 
comments, please contact City 
Council Admin Asst Jeffery An-
derson-Burgos at Anderson-Bur-
gosJ@holyoke.org or by phone 
413-322-5525. 

DGR Chair, Kocayne Givner 
07/18, 07/25/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. 
HD25C0219CA 
In the matter of: 

Julie Karen Ann Disco
CITATION ON PETITION 

TO CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by Julie 

Karen Ann Disco of Holyoke, 
MA requesting that the court 
enter a Decree changing their 
name to: 

Brenda Blossom Fontaine
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appearance 
at: Hampden Probate and 
Family Court before 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of of 
08/05/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  July 08, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

07/18/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

KnightsKnights

Please check 
the accuracy of 

your legal notice 
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling).

Also, be sure 
the requested 

publication date 
coincides with 

the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands.

Thank you.

Since suffering the shut-
out loss at Vermont back in 
June, the Pioneers had gone 
5-0-0 and outscored their 
opponents,18-1 during that 
span.

The start of last Friday’s 
contest was delayed about 
30 minutes due to a thunder-
storm.

The Pioneers starting 
goalie was Trey Sheppard, 
who started a home match for 
the first time this season. 

“We decided to go with 
him (Sheppard) tonight,” 
Molinari said. “He’s been 
training with us the whole 
season and he deserved a 
chance to play.”

Sheppard, who’ll be a 
sophomore on the Amherst 

College men’s soccer team in 
the fall, started his first match 
of the season for the Pioneers 
on the road against New 
England FC, which was a 3-1 
victory on July 7.

During the third minute, 
Sheppard made an outstand-
ing save on a shot taken by 
Arnaud Tattevin resulting in a 
corner kick.

The Western Mass. squad 
took a 1-0 lead following a 
free kick goal during the 41st 
minute.

Gustavo Barbosa boot-
ed the ball into the box with 
his left foot from the right 
sideline near the Pioneers 
bench. Juan Hermoso, who’s 
a defender, headed the ball 
into the right corner of the net 
past Vermont goalie Niklas 
Herceg. It was Hermoso’s 
third goal of the season.

“It was very important 
for us to score the first goal of 
the match,” Hermoso said. “I 
saw the ball heading towards 
me, and I was able to head 
it into the net. It was a great 
feeling.” 

A year ago, Hermoso 
was a senior on the University 
of Charleston men’s soccer 
team, which lost to Lynn 
University, 3-2, in the NCAA 
Division 2 finals. 

It was the first time that 
Vermont, who only needed a 
tie to finish in first place, had 
trailed in a match this season.

The Pioneers had a cou-
ple of other scoring chances 
early in the second half before 
Israel Neto blasted a shot into 
the back of the net in the 64th 
minute. Barbosa was credited 
with his second assist. 

Twenty minutes later, 

Neto had another shot on 
goal, but Herceg was able to 
make the save.

The visitors cut the defi-
cit in half following a goal 
from Zach Zengue.

A couple of minutes 
later, Owen O’Malley, who 
had entered the match in the 
69th minute, lined a shot 
from the top of the box over 
Sheppard that landed in the 
right corner tying the match. 

Then the Vermont players 
raced across the field and cel-
ebrated with their many sup-
porters, who made the three 
hour trek to Ludlow from 
Burlington.

It wasn’t the way the 
Pioneers players wanted the 
regular season to finish, but 
they had a clean slate enter-
ing Tuesday’s home playoff 
match.  

PIONEERS, 
from page 7

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Goalie Rees Sheppard punts the ball away.

HOLYOKE – The Valley 
Blue Sox were the away 
team for the first game in the 
doubleheader at Mackenzie 
Stadium against the Ocean 
State Waves last Friday. 
Val ley’s  thi rd  baseman 
Wyatt Hunt had himself an 
incredible day at the plate. 
Hunt went four for four with 
three singles, a double, two 
runs scored and one RBI. 
Blue Sox’s Bryan Matuschat 
relief pitcher led the team in 
strikeouts with three in two 
innings pitched. 

This game did not dis-
appoint as scoring started 
early on for the Waves (14-
15) in the top of the second. 
Waves’ Gavin Greger hit a 
single and stole second. Coen 
Niclai’s single advanced 
Greger to third. Niclai seized 
his opportunity and stole 
second base quickly. Kayle 
Pisano ripped a sac-fly to 
center field, scoring Greger 
and advancing Niclai to third. 
Ocean State’s second base-
man, Jack LaRose knocked 
a single to score Niclai to 
make it 2-0 after two innings. 

Valley found their foot-
ing in the top of the third. 
Hunt doubled into left field 

off of the diving catch 
attempt by left fielder Kolton 
Reynolds. Hunt stole third 
on a wild pickoff attempt 
by Ocean State 
starting pitcher 
Rhys Bowie. 
N i c h o l a s 
S p a v e n t a 
c racked  a 
s i n g l e 
right 
u p 
t h e 
middle, 
s c o r i n g 
H u n t  t o c u t 
the lead to one. 

The Blue Sox found 
more momentum in top of 
the fifth thanks to Hunt’s 
single and steal that was 
followed up by Michael 
Elko’s line drive ball to left 
field that scored the speed-
ster Hunt to tie the game at 
two apiece before the inning 
ended. 

The Waves punched 
back in the bottom of the 
inning. With two outs and 
no runners on base, Brandon 
DeGoti demolished a triple 
into right field to put a run-
ner into scoring position. 
Ryan Gerety then doubled 

off the right field wall and 
scored DeGoti to make it 

3-2. Reynolds fol-
lowed suit with 
a single into the 
outfield to score 
Gerety to extend 
the lead even 
further. Greger 
doubled into 

right field, 
advanc-
i n g 

Reynolds 
to third. 

Niclai sin-
gled to score Reynolds but 
Gerety got out at home due 
to an incredible throw by 
right fielder Rees Kozar for 
out No.3. The score was now 
5-2. 

Valley’s Mike Lucarelli 
walked to start the top of the 
sixth. Lucarelli stole second, 
third and home on a wild 
throw by Waves’ catcher 
Brandyn Durand. Andrew 
Loikits singled into left 
field. Sean Darnell crushed 
the ball deep into left for a 
double to advance Loikits to 
third. Gavin Schrader came 
into the game to pinch hit for 
Hayden Perry. He hit a sac-

fly to center field, scoring 
Loikits to make it 5-4. Hunt 
came back up to the plate and 
hit a clutch single to score 
Darnell. The game was now 
tied 5-5. 

In doubleheaders in the 
New England Collegiate 
Baseball League, games 
are only seven innings with 
the exception of two extra 
innings. No runs were scored 
until the bottom of the ninth 
inning. Ocean State and 
Valley were on the cusp of 
having the first tie in the 
NECBL this season. 

Justin Hackett started 
as the ghost runner for the 
Waves. LaRose hit a sac-bunt 
to advance Hackett to third. 
Ocean State was 90 feet 
away from scoring the game 
winning run. Greg Pettay has 
been out since June 26 due 
to a knee injury and ripped a 
game winning single to score 
Hackett to walk it off in style 
against the Blue Sox. 

Game two of the double-
header got canceled due to 
rain against the Ocean State 
Waves, but the Blue Sox 
were up 2-0 before it got can-
celed. 

Blue Sox suffer loss to Ocean State
SPRINGFIELD  – The 

Springfield Thunderbirds, 
t h e  p r o u d  A m e r i c a n 
Hockey League affi l i-
ate  of the St. Louis Blues, 
released their full sched-
ule for their 2025-26  regu-
lar season on Thursday in 
conjunction with the AHL. 
The T-Birds will be cele-
brating their 10th year as an 
AHL member club during 
the upcoming campaign, as 
well as their fifth playing 
season in affiliation with 
the Blues. Springfield has 
qualified for the Calder 
Cup Playoffs in three of its 
past four seasons.

The  Thunde rb i rds 
will begin their regular 
season on home ice for a 
sixth consecutive sea-
son when they play host 
to the defending Eastern 
C o n f e r e n c e  c h a m p i -
on  Charlotte Checkers on 
Saturday, Oct. 11 at 6:05 
p.m. inside the MassMutual 
Center for Opening Night.

Fans are advised that 
all Saturday games at the 
MassMutual Center will 
now start one hour earlier 
at 6:05 p.m. for the 2025-

26 season.
The  Thunde rb i rds 

will face every Eastern 
Conference team at least 
twice during the 2025-26 
regular season, except for 
the Cleveland Monsters. 
Once again, the AHL sea-
son will consist of all 32 
clubs playing 72 games (36 
home, 36 away). 

Springfield will play 
54 games against Atlantic 
Division opponents, includ-
ing 27 at the MassMutual 
Center. Their most fre-
quent opponents are the 
Providence Bruins, who 
will visit the Thunderdome 
s i x  t i m e s ,  i n c l u d i n g 
6:05 p.m. puck drops on 
Saturday, Dec. 6, Saturday, 
Dec. 27, Saturday, Feb. 21, 
and Wednesday, March 11. 
The two teams will also 
square off on New Year’s 
Eve for a 3:05 p.m. matinee 
on Wednesday, December 
31, as well as a 7:05 p.m. 
puck drop on Wednesday, 
March 25.

The home-ice portion 
of the  I-91 rivalry series 

T-Birds reveal schedule 
for upcoming season

See SCHEDULE, page 9
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  $2K Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

SERVICES WANTED
GARDENER: Yard work and flower gar-
dens for three connecting properties. Fair-
view Chicopee area. Make my place look 
beautiful! Retirees welcome.

Call 413-885-4231

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN
LICENSED ELECTRICIAN 

I offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools, 
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo 
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical 
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and 
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1. 

Call John at (413)206-6509

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT 
SPECIALIST

Decks, porches, repair service, 
roofing and siding contractor. 

Tim 413-563-2229. 
Licensed/insured. 

35 year construction supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior

Finish carpentry, framing, window & door 
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.  
Competitive pricing. Insured. 

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub 
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe,  insured. Professional. Please 
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

 For more services visit 
mattguertinlandscaping.com

Call or text 413-266-9975
 Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
 Fast, dependable service. Free estimates. 

Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 
413-436-9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

TRUCKS
2007 FORD RANGER PICKUP. 4WD, 
120,800 miles, A/C, AM/FM/CD. Looks 
good, runs great. $6,500 or B.O. Call 
(413)437-4321.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT 
is now accepting applications for a 

FULL-TIME police officer. 
Review of applications begins immediately. 

Visit www.hampdenpolice.com 
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WARE: 3 bdrm., quiet dead end street. 
Refrig/stove/off-street parking. $1300/mo. 
First/last. (508) 723-2638.

WANTED TO RENT
IF YOU HAVE A STORAGE-GARAGE 
to rent in Holyoke, Chicopee or South Had-
ley please call Miguel at (413) 523-6362.

SERVICES SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES REAL ESTATE

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Make checks payable to Turley Publications 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

CHAMELEON 
PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

Remodeling & 
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured • Free Estimates

413-351-1147

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS
JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTEDJUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

MASONRY HARDSCAPE
RETAINING WALLS

Chimney Repair
Foundation Repair

Steps, Patios
Pool Surrounds

Pressure Washing
Water Proofing

Cord Wood

Brian French
(413) 222-5542
frenchyn@gmail.com

MASONRY

12 HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools, 
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps, 
kitchenware, cookware, knives, 
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil 
cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

against the Hartford Wolf 
Pack begins on Saturday, 
Oct. 25 at 6:05 p.m., and the 
two foes will square off five 
times in each building during 
the 2025-26 season. Other 
I-91 game dates include 
Friday, Jan. 9 (7:05 p.m.) 
and 6:05 p.m. puck drops on 
Saturday, Jan. 31, Saturday, 
April 11, and Saturday, April 
18.

The Bridgeport Islanders 
will also make five appear-
ances in Springfield against 
the T-Birds, starting with a 
7:05 p.m. contest on Friday, 
Nov. 7, followed by meetings 
on Saturday, Nov. 29 (6:05 
p.m.), Sunday, Dec. 28 (3:05 
p.m.), Friday, Jan. 2 (7:05 
p.m.), and Friday, Feb. 20 
(7:05 p.m.).  

The most frequent visi-
tor from Pennsylvania is the 
Lehigh Valley Phantoms, 
who visit the Thunderdome 
on Saturday, Jan. 10 (6:05 
p.m.), Friday, Jan. 30 (7:05 
p.m.), and Wednesday, April 
15 (7:05 p.m.). Springfield 
will also host two games 
each against the Hershey 
Bears and Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Penguins.

The Thunderbirds will 
also play 18 games (9 home, 
9  away) against North and 
Central Division opponents. 
The Iowa Wild are the lone 
Western Conference team on 
the T-Birds’ schedule, vis-
iting Springfield on Friday, 
March 6 (7:05 p.m.) and 
Saturday, March 7 (6:05 
p.m.). 

SCHEDULE, 
from page 8

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 
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The Flower Truck: Stanford St.- Nina and Nick Stoddard grow seasonal cut flowers at home for their business, Finch Flower Co., featuring 
their 1957 Ford truck, Birdie.

Turley photos by Abigail McCoy
The Imperfect Garden: Ridgewood Ave.- Sally Carlton’s longtime 
garden features heirloom peonies, pollinator-friendly plants, and her 
own hand-welded metalwork.

The Connected Gardens: Dartmouth St.- Lora and Tom Barrett and Patricia and Bill Ryan maintain 
adjoining gardens featuring 87 hosta varieties and multigenerational plantings.

The driveway used to extend all the way to the backyard but when the Fournier’s moved in they tore it 
up and added trees.

The Baker & The Botanist: Wyckoff Ave.- Angie and Nina Tissi-
Gassoway have created a backyard garden with dogwoods, a 
greenhouse, and native bee demonstrations.

Lora Barrett’s artistic Tie-In: the gardens inspire her oil paintings. 
Lora Barrett will be displaying some of her pieces at the show 
“Blooms” at Wistariahurst Museum, Sept 2 to Sept 25.Sally Carlton learned metalwork during a class taught by local 

metal artist, Pat Bennett.

Carlton has two sections to her garden, one in the back of her house that can be found through the 
metal arch, and the other taking up her entire side yard.

The Stoddard’s have gardens surrounding their front and side 
yards with large, old black willow cedar and pine trees shading the 
backyard.

Dr. Kim Skyrm, MA 
Apiary Program, 

shows off bee house 
demos, native bee 

education, local 
honey tasting, and 
how someone can 
help the local bee 

population through 
planting various native 

pollinators.

Karen Fisk credits Harriet Beecher Stowe’s manner of chaotic gardening for inspiring her planting style.

GARDEN TOURGARDEN TOURHolyokeHolyoke


