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HPS
receive
grants

HPS among recipients
of grants to aid in
work-based learning

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - With the
Holyoke Public Schools now
out of receivership, the school
district is keeping the pedal
to the gas to make improve-
ments.

Last week, the governor’s
office announced Holyoke
would be among the recipi-
ents of grants to aid in work-
based learning.

Holyoke will receive
$24,976 and the funds will

See GRANT, page 10

City officials notify public of

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - The
City of Holyoke is notify-
ing residents of discharge
into the Connecticut River.
The city recently had issues
with the Department of
Environmental Protection
for too much sewage being
discharged into the river.

On July 2, the city
notified the public that
discharge was sent into
the river at 4:35 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 1.

According to the city’s
website, “The estimated
volume is calculated by tak-
ing the total overflow vol-
ume for the last 3 years and
dividing by the total num-
ber of overflow event for
the last 3 years.” The per-
mit states that more than 5.2
gallons estimated went into
the river. There were other

discharges made during the
day.

Users of the river,
including those that fish or
boat or otherwise interact
with the river water were
warned to “Avoid contact
with these waterbodies for
48 hours after the discharge
ceases due to increased
health risks from bacteria
and other pollutants. The
discharge consists of rain-
water and untreated sewage
and waste.”

According to the city,
multiple cities and towns
are affected by the sew-
age discharge. Those cities
identified are: Springfield,
West Springfield, Agawam,
Longmeadow, Chicopee,
South Hadley.

Residents who are inter-
ested in learning more about
the discharge going into the
river can go to the city’s
website, www.holyoke.org
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Residents are being cautioned about sewage discharge being sent into the Connecticut River from

Holyoke.
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FY2026 budget approved

Hyundai Motor America presents HCC
$5K donation check for food pantry

HOLYOKE -
Representatives from
Hyundai Motor America
will visit Holyoke

o)

Items available in HCC’s Thrive Food Pantry thanks to donations like the one made by Huyndai Motor

America.

How does
Holyoke’s
gardens grow?

Garden Tour
showcases hidden
gems throughout
the Paper City

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Historical Society
invites the public to cele-
brate the city’s vibrant green
spaces at the 2025 Holyoke
Garden Tour, a self-guided
journey through some of
Holyoke’s most unique and
inspiring gardens. The event
will take place on Saturday,
July 12 from 10 a.m. to 3
p-m. and will showcase a
diverse mix of home gardens,
historic estates, community
gardens, and urban orchards.

“This event is a chance
for everyone to explore
Holyoke’s hidden gems,”
said Joseph Charles,
President of the Holyoke

See TOUR, page 10

Center for Business and
Workforce Development.

This is the fifth consec-
utive year Hyundai Motor
America has donated to the
HCC food pantry, bring-
ing their total donations to
$32,150. This is in addi-
tion to donations made
by local auto dealer Gary
Rome, owner of Gary Rome
Hyundai and a member of
the HCC Foundation Board
of Directors, whose efforts
on behalf of HCC brought
the Thrive Center and Food
Pantry to the attention of the
Hyundai corporate offices in
California.

Rome accompanied
Hyundai officials to the
event. Also offering remarks
was HCC President George
Timmons, Thrive Center
director Ben Ostiguy, food
pantry manager Elizabeth
Eastman, and several stu-
dents who have used Thrive
Center services.

The Thrive Center man-
ages the college’s food pan-
try and provides services,
such as food and housing
assistance, that help address
students’ basic needs.

The check ceremo-
ny was held in the Thrive
Center Food Pantry on the
second floor of the Kittredge

Community College today,
July 9, to deliver a $5,000
check to benefit the col-
lege’s food pantry.
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Red, V537 (7 Blue Sox

The Valley Blue Sox, which play their home games at Mackenzie Stadium in Holyoke, bring out the
sparklers for the game on the Fourth of July as the team celebrated the holiday. The NECBL season

continues this month as the Blue Sox continue to fight for a spot in the league playoffs.
Submitted photo

by city council prior to
start of new fiscal year

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - At the
June 23 special meeting of
the Holyoke City Council,
the legislative body was
able to make it through the
budget and approved the
spending package while also
approving about $148,838
worth of cuts.

The largest of the
cuts was $55,000 from
the Department of Public
Works street lights line item.
There was $25,000 each
cut from Claims and from
Mayor’s Contract Services.
A $20,000 cut was
made from the
life insurance
line item, and
$10,000 each
was removed
from Police
Special
Events over-
time and
DPW Parks
overtime.

According to
information provid-
ed by the city, the estimat-
ed tax rate increase is 3.9%,
though Mayor Joshua Garcia
is anticipating a potential
reduction by the time the tax
rate is set. The council typ-
ically sets the tax rate near
the end of the calendar year.
It takes months for the state
to approve the city’s bud-
get and certify free cash and
other funds.

Garcia’s office shared
more information about the
approved budget.

The key cost drivers
are the following and we
continue to monitor and do
what we are able to limit
increases:

* Education: The City’s
required local contribution
to the public schools will
rise by 5.87%($773,886), in
accordance with the Student
Opportunity Act, bringing
the total to $13,957,634.
After all offsets, the City’s
net cost will increase by
5.23%,0or $1,187,772.37,
totaling $23,888,559.71.

* Transportation: Costs
continue to escalate, increas-
ing by 10.32% ($1,195,465)
for a total of $12,783,451.

e Health Insur-
ance: Premiums went up by

9%, or $661,859, totaling
$13,746,739.

e Pensions: The
Retirement Board’s accel-
erated funding schedule
mandated by the State, tar-
geting full funding by 2032,
requires a 4.65% increase
($584,545), bringing the
retirement appropriation to
$13,147,588. Roughly $8
million of which keeps the
city on schedule for fully
funding retirement by 2032.
This is where your taxes are
tied up the most. By 2032,
the city will have $8 million
they can give back to taxpay-

ers or invest in critical

There
are changes
internally
that have
been done
and are
being
pursued
to save
and pre-
serve but
its nickels and
dimes in the grand
scheme. To put into per-
spective, for every .5% of
an increase or decrease, it’s
$600,000.

The proposed and
approved budget left on
the table a small surplus.
However when the new real
estate and personal proper-
ty valuations are certified
by the state, this surplus
will grow and at that time
additional adjustments can
be made. Because of the
conservative estimations of
receipts and the maximum
new growth potential not yet
realized, our excess capacity
may be greater than antici-
pated, which offers the city a
little more flexibility to pivot
under unforeseen circum-
stances.

The budget is a moving
target with new revenue pro-
jections being realized every
day. We will know more
about our revenue capacity
as we get closer to the cal-
endar year-end prior to set-
ting the tax-rate. I anticipate
making additional adjust-
ments to the budget as we
get closer to calendar year-
end so that we can strike a
better budgetary and service
need balance.
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Wistariahurst Museum looking for artists for ‘Identity in ink’ exhibit

HOLYOKE -
Wistariahurst Museum is
searching for artists for
our upcoming exhibit this
October, Identity in Ink: The
Art of Tattooing. Despite its
more modern surge in inter-
est, the art of tattooing is
one of the ancient traditions
in human history. Etching
pictures and symbols into
skin has been around for
thousands of years and has

held countless meanings
throughout different cultures
and times. Greeks, ancient
nomads, ancient Egyptians,
Indigenous peoples, and
many other communities
have utilized tattoos to high-
light their identity. Some
are still rooted in tradition
and rituals, but tattoos have
evolved into powerful sym-
bols of self-expression, sto-
rytelling, and identity.

We are looking for tat-
too artists or apprentices
from all backgrounds to be a
part of this exhibit. The goal
of this exhibit is to share
how tattoos hold deep social,
cultural, and spiritual mean-
ing. Wistariahurst Museum
is seeking artists whose
work is shaped by heritage,
lived experiences, and per-
sonal history. Whether your
art draws on traditional

methods, incorporates pow-
erful symbolism, or push-
es boundaries with modern
design, we want you to be a
part of this storytelling art
exhibit.

Submissions are open to
any artists who are licensed
or currently in an appren-
ticeship. Submissions should
include 3-4 quality images
with information (title, date,
medium, and size). Pictures

can be of tattooed skin, pho-
tos of pre-worked design
or flashes, and/or imag-
es of the tattooing process.
Please ensure that any sen-
sitive areas on client photos
are blurred or not shown.
Additionally, no logos, busi-
ness promotions, or water-
marks on any submitted
works. Make sure to include
an artist statement (approxi-
mately 300 words about your

art and its relationship to
the theme) and an artist bio
(approximately 150 words
about you as an artist) in one
PDF. Submissions must be
sent to info@wistariahurst.
org. We are an artist-friend-
ly space that encourages
all forms of creativity and
supports the growth of this
region’s artists. Any and all
questions are welcome and
encouraged.

Pickleball tournament July 20 to
benefit Greater Springfield Habitat

WESTFIELD -
Greater Springfield Habitat
for Humanity (GSHFH)
is excited to announce a
Pickleball Tournament
open to players of all skill
levels on Sunday, July 20,
at The Picklr 415 E. Main
St (The Westfield Shops
Retail A-1).

From 12 to 4 p.m.,
seasoned players and rook-
ies alike, will play a “King
of the Court” three-per-
son style play. Tickets are
$40 each, which includes
prizes, snacks and refresh-
ments, swag bags, and
ridiculous amounts of fun.
All are welcome to partic-

ipate or spectate. To pur-
chase tickets, visit habi-
tatspringfield.org

“We are excited to
be hosting this event. The
staff at The Picklr has been
educating us on all things
pickleball and helping us
to ensure a fun and lively
event while raising aware-
ness and supporting our
construction programs,”
said Aimee Giroux,
GSHFH executive director.

Greater Springfield
Habitat is also looking
for sponsors for the event.
Sponsorships range from
$500 to $1,500. For more
information, see attached

flyer.

GSHFH is dedicat-
ed to strengthening com-
munities by empowering
low-income families to
change their lives and the
lives of future generations
through homeownership
and home preservation
opportunities. Since 1987,
Greater Springfield Habitat
has built or repaired
129 homes in Hampden
County.

For more information,
contact Olga Callirgos,
Homeowner Programs
coordinator, at callirgos@
habitatspringfield.org or
(413) 739-5503 x1003.

Tourism committee seeking new members

HOLYOKE - The
City of Holyoke is current-
ly seeking enthusiastic and
experienced individuals to
join its Tourism Advisory
Committee (TAC). If you're
a hotelier, restaurant owner,
or someone with a strong
background in the tourism
or hospitality industry —
we want to hear from you.
Priority will be given to
candidates with experience
in these areas. We are also
looking for a youth mem-
ber who is under 21 years of
age, a Holyoke resident and
interested in promoting the
positive things happening in
Holyoke.

The TAC is a dynam-
ic group made up of tour-
ism experts and community
representatives, includ-
ing voices from iconic
local institutions like the
Wistariahurst Museum and
the International Volleyball
Hall of Fame. Together, the
committee advises the city

on all things tourism —
from strategy and events to
funding and promotion.

This is your chance to
get involved, make a real
impact, and yes — help
give away money! The TAC
helps allocate funding for
local events and community
projects that make Holyoke
a vibrant and welcoming
place to visit.

For 2025 TAC utilized
funds to support 11 events
including;

e Holyoke
Festival on June 11

e The Great Holyoke
Brink Race on October 11

* Holyoke Paper Fest
on June 7

e Paper City Oaks
Semi Pro indoor Lacrosse
at Fitzpatricks Arena -
Summer 2025

e Holyoke Historical
Society Garden Tour July 12

* LOCULUS Presents
The Fourth Annual
SIDEWAYS DOOR: A

Pride

Festival of Ecstasies &
Escape Routes September
19to 21

e Imagined Worlds
Mural Project with the
Holyoke Children’s
Museum

e Lemonade &
Laughter at the Merry Go
Round - fall 2025

* Holyoke Canals and
its Mills - fall 2025

e BBJ Spring
Spectacular Showing: A free
night of musical theater -
fall 2025

More information on all
these events can be found at
ExploreHolyoke.com

To learn more about
TAC, visit https://www.
holyoke.org/departments/
tourism-advisory-commit-
tee/.

If you are interested
in joining TAC please send
cover letter and resume to

vegaa@holyoke.org at
the Office of Planning and
Economic Development
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WE DELIVER HAPPINESS!

Cannabis Delivered Straight to Your Door!

Why drive to a dispensary? BlazeXpress offers FREE,
discreet, same-day delivery of safe, legal cannabis directly
to your home. No traffic, no waiting—just fast, friendly
service and unbeatable convenience.

1
E% E Get $10 OFF your 1st order!
Use Promo Code: NEWS1

= Visit BlazeXpress.com or Call (413) 412-8525
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Tykes Tuesday lists summer events

HOLYOKE — Summer
is just around the corner and
that means Tykes Tuesday is
back for free family fun at
Holyoke Mall Tuesday morn-
ings from July 8 through
Aug. 19.

Tykes Tuesday, spon-
sored by The Care Center,
features seven weeks of free
family activities and exclu-
sive discounts on Tuesdays
starting at 11 a.m. on the
lower level in Macy’s Court.
The kids’ program is free,
open to the public, and is
best suited for children ages

12 and under. This year’s
activities include live animal
ambassadors, a magic show,
free trampoline park admis-
sion, and more.

Tykes Tuesday Schedule:

e July 15: Adventures
at Altitude Trampoline
Park (Limited Availability,
Registration Full)

e July 22: Celebrate
Christmas in July with Mrs.
Claus, Face Painting and
More

* July 29: Magic Show
with Ed Popielarczyk

* August 5: Meet and

Greet with the Holyoke Fire
Department and Belchertown
PD Dog

* August 12: Superhero
Training Academy with Face
Painting and Balloon Art

* August 19: Funtastic
Forces with Mad Science

Families are encour-
aged to pre-register at
www.holyokemall.com/
tykes-tuesday-2025/. Plus,
families who come to all 7
weeks of Tykes Tuesday will
be entered to win a Grand
Raffle Prize of a Back-to-
School gift pack.

Dakin holding pet adoption event

SPRINGFIELD - Dakin
Humane Society, located in
Springfield, Massachusetts,
is presenting a pet adoption
event July 11-12 from 12:30
p.m. — 3:00 p.m. at its shelter
at 171 Union Street. Adoption
fees for cats and dogs will be
reduced by $100, and there
will be no fee to adopt other
species at Dakin during those
two days.

The adoption event is
supported with grant funding
from the ASPCA (American
Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals) as part of
its National Shelter Initiative
to help shelters struggling
with ongoing capacity
challenges, long-term
staffing and veteri-
nary care short-
ages, and an
increasing num-
ber of animals
requiring spe-
cialized care.

Summer
is the busi-
est season in
most shelters
due to an
increase in
animals

< sV

arriving in need of rehom-
ing. When more animals
enter a shelter, it often results
in a longer waiting time for
them to find a new family and
home, and Dakin expects to
see a significant increase in
cats and kittens, as well as
dogs from both our communi-
ty and from recent transports,
in the months ahead. With
schools closed for the sum-
mer, and families more like-
ly to enjoy vacation time, the
adoption event is designed to
encourage pet adoption for
animals in need.
“We’re absolutely thrilled
to partner with the ASPCA
for this special event

v
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that helps kick off a joyful
season of adoptions,” said
Meg Talbert, executive direc-
tor at Dakin Humane Society.
“Thanks to the ASPCA’s grant
funding, countless lives—both
human and animal—will be
forever changed. This sup-
port allows our pets to find
loving families quickly, and
we are deeply grateful to
our local adopters who open
their hearts and homes. We
encourage everyone to share
this event with friends and
family, too.”

Adoption fees for cats
and dogs at Dakin include a
veterinary examination, spay/
neuter surgery, age-appropri-
ate vaccines, microchip and

registration, as well
as species-related
tests and treatments.
People interested
in adopting a pet at
Dakin during this
event are encour-
aged to visit
Dakin’s website
to see which
pets are available
for adoption
prior to visiting
the shelter.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to
check their advertise-
ment the first time it
This paper
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one
corrected insertion, nor
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement
to a greater extent than
the cost of the space
occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

appears.

Tuesday Night 6:30pm

Pitch Night

$5 per person

Wednesday Night 5-7pm

Smoked BBQ Dinner

$10 per person
Thursday Night 7-10pm

Karaoke by
New England Disc Jockeys

Saturday Night :30-6:30 pm

Grilled Steak s12 per person
Grilled ChOpS $7 per person

Saturday Night 1-6 pm only

Queen of Hearts Raffle

$1 per ticket - unlimited tickets
Drawing at 7:15 pm
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In The News ¢

State legislature passes FY2026 operating budget worth $61 billion

BOSTON - The
Massachusetts Legislature
today enacted a $61.01 bil-
lion state budget for Fiscal
Year 2026, a fiscally respon-
sible plan that protects core
services for the state’s most
vulnerable residents, main-
tains critical investments, and
positions the Commonwealth
to confront the underlying
budget challenges that are
a result of federal funding
uncertainty.

Approved on a biparti-
san basis in both chambers,
the budget neither raises taxes
on residents and businesses
nor spends dollars from the
state’s stabilization fund—
also known as the ‘Rainy
Day Fund’—which currently
stands at a historic $8.1 bil-
lion.

“This budget is a com-
mitment to a more afford-
able, accessible, and inclusive
Commonwealth. It respon-

sibly manages taxpayer dol-
lars while at the same time
investing in the areas that
matter most to every region
of Massachusetts—housing,
education, transportation, and
protecting residents threat-
ened by federal actions,”
said Senate President Karen
E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “No
matter what part of our state
you live in, this budget will
expand opportunity, reduce
everyday costs, and pro-
tect the services people rely
on. I am deeply grateful to
Chair Rodrigues, Vice Chair
Comerford, Assistant Vice
Chair Feeney, the commit-
tee, and all my Senate col-
leagues and staff for their
thoughtful and collaborative
work on this budget, as well
as Speaker Mariano and our
partners in the House who
worked to get this done for
Massachusetts.”

“This FY26 budget

makes key investments that
better support Massachusetts
students and families, that
increase access to affordable
health care, and that provide
for a safer and more reli-
able public transportation
system — all without raising
taxes. In a moment of incred-
ible uncertainty at the federal
level, this budget is proof that
government can be both fis-
cally

responsible and an
agent of good, the kind of
government that our res-
idents deserve,” said House
Speaker Ronald J. Mariano
(D-Quincy). “I want to thank
Chairman Michlewitz and
my colleagues in the House,
as well as our partners in the
Senate, for working diligently
to craft a budget that delivers
for our constituents in a fis-
cally responsible manner.”

“This final $61 billion
Fiscal Year 2026 conference

committee report will better
position the Commonwealth
for the challenges that lie
ahead while also ensuring
that we protect the programs
that some of our most vul-
nerable populations rely on
the most. Whether it is great-
er investments into programs
like housing stability, food
security, or early education
the initiatives contained
in this budget are a reflec-
tion of our shared values,”
said Representative Aaron
Michlewitz, Chair of the
House Committee on Ways
and Means (D-Boston). “By
reinvesting in the people of
the Commonwealth we will
continue to assist those in
need while making our econ-
omy more competitive and
equitable for years to come.
I want to thank Speaker
Mariano for his leadership
during this budget process,
as well as my fellow House

conferees, Representative
Ferrante and Representative
Smola. I also want to thank
my counterparts in the
Senate, specifically my
co-chair Senator Rodrigues,
for their partnership in bring-
ing this proposal over the fin-
ish line.”

“The $61.01 billion
FY26 budget is fiscally
responsible, protects our most
vulnerable, and does not raise
taxes — period. I'm proud to
have worked with colleagues
in the House and Senate to
deliver a balanced, inclusive
budget that respects both our
values and our taxpayers,”
said Representative Shirley
Arriaga (D-Chicopee).

The Legislature’s final
budget increases spending
by $3.3 billion over Fiscal
Year 2025, with the much
of the increase attributed to
MassHealth. Aligned with
estimated tax revenue growth,

the spending plan is based
on a consensus tax revenue
estimate of $41.214 billion
for the coming fiscal year, a
2.25 percent increase over the
current fiscal year’s bench-
mark. Based on strong Fair
Share surtax revenue collec-
tions to date, the Legislature’s
budget includes $2.4 billion
in available Fair Share gen-
erated revenues to support
education and transportation
investments, an increase of
$1.1 billion over the last fis-
cal year.

The Legislature’s bud-
get invests an additional $33
million in the Commonwealth
Stabilization Fund. With the
addition, the Fund’s balance
would reach a historic high
of $8.26 billion by the end
of FY26. Since 2017, when
the Fund’s balance was $1.3
billion, the Legislature has
grown the account by 523 per
cent as of FY24.

CPA Committee lists
application cycle

HOLYOKE - The City
of Holyoke Community
Preservation Act Committee
is pleased to announce the
opening of their FY26 grant
cycle. Potential applicants
are invited to submit eligi-
bility application forms by
Aug. 15.

Created by the
Commonwealth of
Massachusetts in 2000
and adopted by the City of
Holyoke in 2016, the pur-
pose of the CPA is to sup-
port Historic Preservation,
Recreation, Open Space and
Community Housing with-
in Holyoke. The Holyoke
CPA has funded a variety
of popular projects through-
out the City including the

Miracle League Playground,
restoration of Lady Liberty
at Veterans Park, the ongo-
ing upgrades to Scotts
Tower and surrounding park
and many others.

Since adoption, the
Holyoke CPC has disbursed
over $4.5 million dollars to
preserve Holyoke’s charac-
ter and improve quality of
life for its residents. Please
visit our website at www.
holyokeCPAC.org for more
information.

Potential applicants
are encouraged to contact
CPAC Administrator Naomi
Klayman at klaymann@
holyoke.org with questions
and for support in the appli-
cation process.

It’s ‘Dino Week’ at Wistariahurst Museum

HOLYOKE - You’ve
heard of the Asparagus
Trail and the Appalachian
Trail but what about the
Dino Trail? Piti Theatre,
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial
Association, the Beneski
Museum of Natural History,
Springfield Museums,
Wistariahurst Museum,
Great Falls Discovery Center,
Jurassic Roadshow, the
Rock, Fossil and Dinosaur
Shop and The Trustees of
Dino Footprints in Holyoke
have joined forces to cre-
ate the Connecticut River
Valley’s own Dino Trail with
its own Dino Trail Week.
Events are planned up and
down the Valley from July 5 -
13 as these seasoned organi-
zations offer a series of fam-
ily-friendly events to engage

all ages with our region’s
unique dino, deep time and
local histories. All events are
free (Springfield Museums
with museum admission).
More at dinotrail.org.

Here are the remaining
events for the week

July 10: Dino Day at
Springfield Museums: Hands
on activities & preview the
New Dino Exhibit, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

July 11: Kidleidoscope
Story Hour: Dinosaurs and
Talk by Dr. Paul Olsen at
the Great Falls Discovery
Center, Turners Falls: Learn
more about giant crea-
tures from the past that
roamed the Connecticut
River Valley. The program
includes a story, activi-
ties, and crafts for ages

3 -6 from 10:30 - 11:30
a.m. and then Dr. Olsen
will offer “Climate Cycles
& Volcanic Singularities
During the Dawn of the Age
of Dinosaurs”, 7 to 8:30 p.m.

July 12: Great
Greenfield DinoFest on the
Lawn in front of Second
Congregational Church, 10
a.m. to 12 noon - interactive
exhibits, live music, games
and a Dino Wizards Story
from Piti Theatre.

July 12: Art Naturally:
Gel Printing Trace Fossils at
Great Falls Discovery Center,
2 to 3:30 p.m.: Create an art
piece inspired by the valley’s
fossilized dinosaur footprints
using paint, paper and gel,
with instruction and tech-
niques - for adults, teens and
children ages 6 and up.

July 13: Dino Family
Fun Day at the Wistariahurst
Museum, Holyoke, 12 to 3
p.m.: Outdoor and sensory
friendly dino-themed activ-
ities for the whole family.
Learn about the dinosaur
tracks leading up to the
museum, see the official
Massachusetts state Dinosaur
Podokesaurus Holyokensis,
and dance with a dino.

Bonus event:

July 20: Dinosaurs
in the Driveway at the
Wistariahurst Museum,
Holyoke, 1 to 2 p.m. - Local
history and dino expert
Sarah Doyle, director of
the pop-up Dino exhib-
it Jurassic Roadshow, dives
into the history and science
of Wistariahurst’s dino foot-
prints leading to the museum.

Reading Frederick Douglas together

HOLYOKE - Join
the Greater Holyoke
Council For Human
Understanding as we
celebrate the legacy
of Frederick Douglass
with Historian Erica
Slocum reading one
of his most famous
speeches. “What to the
Slave is the Fourth of
July.” The event will
be in a covered area in
front of the John Brown
Mural, 248 Maple
Street in Holyoke, at 4

to 5 p.m. on Friday, July
25. The reading will be
introduced with music
by St. Paul’s Church
Organist Curtis Mercier.
This event is free, and
all are encouraged to
attend and participate
in the post-performance
discussion and singing
of “Lift Every Voice and
Sing”. Free refresh-
ments will be provided.
Contact Gina Nelson
at ginanelson5 @ gmail.
com with any questions.

Veterans Services to host
graves restoration July 12

HOLYOKE - The
Veterans Services is honored
to host a Graves Restoration
Event on Saturday, July 12
at the Elmwood Cemetery
located at 2190 Northampton
Street. The event will begin
at 10 am. Rain Date will be
on July 19. This event is to
restore and preserve our
deceased veterans markers so

that they are kept in a present-
able form for posterity. Tools
and supplies will be provided.
There are no hazardous chem-
icals (to humans, animals
or environment) used in the
process of restoration. If you
have any questions, please
contact Wayne Klinge at
klingew @holyoke.org or 413-
322-5630. All are welcome.

Therapy dog
announces
library visits

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Public Library will host a
visit from Maki the Therapy
Dog. He will appear on July
14, 21, and 28, Aug. 18 and
25 from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
on the fourth floor.

Call for a 15-minute
time slot.

Friday,
July 18th
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Friday, Saturday,
July 11th July 12th
Blaney
Brothers

Saturday,
July 19th

The
Healys

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com
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Sunday,
July 13th

Frank
Serafino

Sunday,
July 20th

Jimmy
McArdle

Holyoke Rows offers free youth kayaking

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Rows is pleased to announce
another great lineup of
free summer programming
to help our community
get out and explore on the
Connecticut River. From
free all ages kayaking days
to a free learn to row week
for Holyoke, Chicopee and
Springfield middle and high
school students, there are

endless options to enjoy the
outdoors from our boathouse
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones
Ferry Rd, in Holyoke.
Holyoke Rows is
pleased to announce Free
Summer Nights for Youth
and Families that will take
place Mondays/Wednesdays
July 7 to Aug. 20 5:30 to 8
p-m. Children, youth, and
families are invited to come

down to the boathouse for
free kayaking, fishing, and
more. No registration need-
ed, all equipment & instruc-
tion provided. Enjoy the
outdoors from our boathouse
at Holyoke Rows, 25 Jones
Ferry Rd, in Holyoke. This
program is offered as part
of the Massachusetts DCR
Summer Nights grant pro-
gram.

SQUEEZE YOUR ENERGY DOLLARS

JEARY
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HOME HEATING OIL
DIESEL - KEROSENE

the purchase of
125 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

the purchase of
150 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

the purchase of
200 gallons or more
of heating oil
or kerosene
COUPONS NEVER EXPIRE

Use Our Easy Online Ordering

FRASCOFUEL.COM = 734-3578

Call For Our Current Low 0Oil Price
2383 Westfield St., West Springfield

Fuel Assistance Customers Welcomed

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

 Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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SOCIAL SECURITY

T FiaiceRs

By Russell Gloor

Can | switch to a taxi dfiVer

job without hurting my
Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I opted to draw my
Social Security retirement
benefit early and work part
time. The company I work
for has decided to pull me
from field work due to my
age and health. Although
they are great keeping me
at 20 hours per week run-
ning for parts and doing
office work, I'm not sure
how much longer it will
last. I'm thinking of taking
a taxi driving job to keep
my income enough to live
on. The way it would work,
I would lease the cab for
some amount of dollars per
day, set my own hours to
work and collect anywhere
from $1.40 to $4.00 per
mile, depending on what
type of fare. My question is:
how does Social Security
look at that type of employ-
ment? Would I be held to
the 15 - 45 hours a month
standard? I could never
come close to making the
31,200 to $1,300 a month
I need by working so lit-
tle. Any advice is greatly
appreciated.

Signed: Seeking Advice

Dear Seeking:

If you go ahead with
your plan to lease a taxi-
cab instead of continuing
your current employment,
you would, in effect, be
considered “self-em-
ployed” and would submit
your income tax return to
the IRS accordingly. Social
Security would get your
earnings information as
reported to the IRS and it
would be your net earnings
from self-employment after
deducting all your business
expenses that is reported to
SSA by IRS.

There is, however, a
special rule which would
apply to you in your first
calendar year of self-em-
ployment while collecting
early Social Security ben-
efits. Since, in your first
year, some of your earn-
ings would be as a part-
time employee paying
SS FICA payroll taxes,
Social Security would first
look at your earnings as
an employee to see if you
exceeded the annual earn-
ings limit ($23,400 for
2025).

Then, upon starting
your self-employment,
Social Security would look
at the hours you spent per-
forming “substantial gain-
ful activity” (e.g., driving
your taxi) each month and,
if you spent more than 45
hours per month in that
capacity, you would not be
considered “retired,” and
thus, not eligible for Social
Security in any month you
exceeded that amount of
hours.

If you earned less than
the annual limit in total
both as an employee and
while self-employed, you
would get benefits for all
months of the year. But
if you earn more than the

annual limit, you will get
no benefits for any month
you exceeded 45 hours as
a self-employed person.
Again, this only applies
during the first calendar
year of self-employment -
in the following year only
your net earnings from
self-employment would
count toward the annual
earnings limit.

In effect, SSA would
use the hours-worked stan-
dard to see if you are truly
retired or actually working.
If the latter, they would
withhold SS monthly ben-
efits for any month you
exceed 45 hours working
while self-employed (up to
and including December
of your first calendar year
of self-employment), and
only if your total income
(as an employee and while
self-employed) exceeds the
annual limit.

So, if your goal is to
net $1,200 - $1,300 per
month as a self-employed
taxi driver, that would
be well within the lim-
its of the annual earnings
test ($23,400 for 2025
but changes yearly). But
there may, or may not, be
a reduction in your Social
Security benefits during
your first year of self-em-
ployment, depending on
when you start as self-em-
ployed. Note that SSA will
ask about your work plans
when you apply, and if you
expect to stay under the
annual limit (working part
time in both capacities),
you should get full SS ben-
efits. Just be careful to stay
under the annual earnings
limit for those collecting
early Social Security ben-
efits. FYI, earnings from
before your SS benefits
started don’t count toward
the earning limit.

Note, too, that your
monthly Social Security
benefit will be actuarially
reduced according to how
far in advance of your full
retirement age you claim
SS. Whenever SS benefits
are claimed prior to one’s
full retirement age, those
benefits are permanently
reduced.

The Association
Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed
by the Social Security
Administration or any
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended
for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.
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A self-sown surprise

was pleased to come

Ihome from vaca-
tion and see

the changes in

my work gar-

dens over 10

days time. It was

astounding to wit-

ness the growth

that many of the

plants put on!

One other thing
I enjoyed seeing was a few
“volunteers” that had popped
up here and there. Celosia,
portulaca and my favorite,
the cleome, had germinated
in bare spots in the garden.

While most of these
plants did not fit in to the
current year’s design and
had to be removed, the
cleome, better known as
“spider flower,” popped up
exactly where I would have
wanted it. In a month or so
I will have dome gorgeous
flowers in the center of a
bed, providing height right
where I need it.

Spider flower goes by
the scientific name Cleome
hasslerana. Older cultivars
such as “Helen Campbell”
and the “Queen” series top
off at an airy four or five
feet tall, while the newer
“Sparkler” hybrids are a bit
shorter and bushier. Besides
white, spider flower comes
in pink, cherry and lavender.

It was given such a
unique name because of
the flower’s long, slender
stamens that remind one of
spider legs protruding from
the plant. The stamens hold
the eventual seed pods a dis-
tance away giving them even
more “popping power” once
ripe.

Giving

| +

As a child, I was drawn
to the seed pods of this pecu-
liar plant — if you waited
until they were “just right”
and gave them a squeeze, the
seeds would fly everywhere.
What fun!

This attribute gives the
plant tremendous “stay-
ing power” in the garden-
in other words it pops up
everywhere the following
season! This can be a very
good thing if you enjoy hav-
ing the cleome around as
much as I do.

Because cleomes are
flower producing power-
houses they sometimes
become exhausted by mid-
summer; their lower leaves
yellow and flowers start to
fade. I always thought that
if they were dead headed
like other, more common
annuals were, maybe they
would last longer into the
season.

So, as an experiment
I clipped the seed-pods
close to the plant as soon
as they began to form.
Unfortunately, the over-
all form of the plant was
altered- not for the better-
and with little reward for
my work. Then I began
to search out what exactly

Back

cleomes need in order to
thrive- perhaps if I met
those requirements I'd
have better luck.
I had always
known that
cleomes pre-
fer full sun and
well-drained soil.
What I didn’t know was
that they also like fer-
tile soil and space away
from one another. Regular
doses of liquid feed are a
must!

In the north, the
cleome’s habit of self-sow-
ing doesn’t become annoy-
ing, but in warmer areas it
can become weedy. Clipping
the seed-pods as mentioned
above would “nip this prob-
lem in the bud.” Seedlings
that develop from volun-
teers will likely be a blend
color-wise of the plants
you grew last year because
they are cross-pollinated by
insects.

I will have to wait and
see what color my self-sown
cleome seedlings end up
being, but lucky for me the
rest of the flowers in the gar-
den bed are in pink and lav-
ender shades and will blend
perfectly the volunteers.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held
the position of staff horti-
culturist at Old Sturbridge
Village. She enjoys grow-
ing food as well as flowers.
Have a question for her?
Email it to pouimette @tur-
ley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject
line.
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If you are a non-profit please send us your events to add to
our calendar section at no charge to your organization.

We want to help you get the word out to the community on
what you are doing and when you are doing it.

WE WANT YOU TO BE SUCCESSFUL!

If your event needs more attention, please consider running
an advertisement in your community paper, call today 413-283-8393.
Please let us know you are a non-profit, so we can better serve you.

12 Weekly Newspapers « www.newspapers.turley.com

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The

the s ooy

Sun

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibelli
thesun@turley.com

ADVERTISING
SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wadelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun is published every
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@ The Holyoke Sun

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.

PHONE

413.283.8393
Fax: 413.283.7017
Subscriptions: 413.283.8393

EMAIL

Advertising Sales
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

Editor

Gregory Scibelli
thesun@turley.com

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

3 @The Holyoke Sun

The Holyoke Sun is published by
Turley Publications, Inc. ¢ www.turley.com




In The News ¢

Stamp collectors come together at Council on Aging

By Emily-Rose Pappas
epappas@turley.com

GRANBY - Collections
tell a story, and that story can
share what we have expe-
rienced, as well as share a
look into the deep aspects
and parts of what makes us
unique.

Jack Marcy, a local of
Granby, is known for his
many different collections,
from rocks and minerals to
Boy Scout paraphernalia,
Smokey the Bear, and post-
age stamps, has a group
that has been meeting at the
Council on Aging for several
years now centering around
the collection and learning
about stamps.

“When I was 12 years
old, my mother told me I
could buy a book of stamps,
and I did,” said Marcy. “It’s
a lot of fun, and I find them
here, there, and everywhere,
and it just stuck with me, I
guess.”

Some of the oldest
stamps in his collection are
from the 1800s since the first
postage stamp came out in
1840, the Penny Black.

The members of this
group get together to go
through their collections,
share stories, and trade with
one another as they each
strive to fill up their own per-
sonal collections, each with
their own distinct goals and
plans for the stamps.

“I’ve been collecting
them since I was a kid when
they came out with the sheets
with all the colors and differ-
ent animals,” said member
Laurie Medina. “It’s a lot of
fun to find something differ-
ent all the time.”

“We have people who
will come by and drop off
their old stamp collections
for us to put into the mix,
too,” said Marcy.

“You can really learn
about the country and the
history of where the stamps
come from just by collect-
ing,” said Medina.

The group looks for
and finds stamps around
their interests, wheth-

Members of the Stamp Collectors Group at the Granby COA: Mr. and Mrs. Jack Marcy, Joan Mikolajczyk,

and Laurie Medina.

er it be stamps from the
United States only for Joan
Mikolajczyk, a little bit
of everything for Medina,
or Boy Scouts for Marcy,
stamps have something for
everyone, and can teach you
alot.

“They can be really
interesting, and some will
even have descriptions of
what’s in the little pictures
so you can learn all about
them and their history,” said
Mikolajczyk. “Every individ-
ual has their thing and their
interests for what they prefer
to collect.”

The topics found on
stamps range from birds and
animals to dinosaurs, sports
and sports stars, World Wars
and other historical wars and
battles, and famous people,
landscapes, artwork, and so
much more.

“Whatever your interest
is, there’s probably a stamp
with it,” said Medina.

“You really do learn
so much from a stamp, and
sometimes when I read an
article or watch TV, I'll know
about something from his-
tory already because I read
about it while collecting the
stamps,” said Mikolajczyk.

The stamps can range in
rarity, from the rarest being
the first stamps to be print-
ed still on paper you have to
glue on, to the modern pages
of sticker-stamps. Some
stamps will even have the
names of countries that no
longer exist today, painting a
picture of the past.

As the 250th anniver-
sary of the United States
approaches next year, stamp
collectors are excited to find
the special ones that will

26. Keeps an ear

23. Expresses sorrow Navy
59. Mens’ fashion

CLUES ACROSS 34. Hip joints CLUES DOWN 28. Court case: __ V.

1. 50 percent 39. A place to bathe 1. Snakes do it Wade

5. Records electric 42. Evading 2. Hormone 29. Supervises
currents 44, Minute, one-celled 3. The standard interstate commerce

8. Charlize Theron unit monetary unit of 35. Not divisible by two
flick “__ Flux” 46. Losing one’s hair Turkey 36. Twelve

12. More frosty 47. A country in W 4. Fixed charges 37. Commentator

14. Disfigure Africa 5. Electronic Coulter

15. Sky color 49. One point north of communication 38. Encourage

16. Athoroughfareina  northeast 6. Artilleries 40. Plumbing fixtures
town or city 50. Pointed end of a 7. “Strangers on a 41, Early

18. Actress de Armas pen Train” actor Farley ~ 42. One point north of

19. Spend time in a 51. Extreme 8. Burning due east
relaxed way 56. Norse 9. Makes ecstatically ~ 43. King of Thebes

20. California peak personification of happy 44, Short-tailed

21. Lodging option old age 10. Greek liqueurs martens

22. Small amount of ~ 57. Doctors’ group 11. Tropical Old World ~ 45. Impose a penalty on
a thing 58. Member of U.S. tree 47. Consort of Poseidon

warm accessories 17. Style of cuisine
30. Babies (Spanish)  60. A way to allow 24. Select
31. Aconceitedand  61. Gloomy 25. Immunized against

13. Someone who
takes vengeance

48. A way to lessen

49. Brooklyn hoops
team

52. Female of a horse

53. Do as one is told

Turley photos by Emily-Rose Pappas

surely be coveted by future
stamp collectors.

To get into stamp col-
lecting, come to one of the
meetings at the Council on
Aging in Granby, and find
Jack Marcy and the other
members at a table on the
first and second and fourth
Mondays of the month at 1
p-m.
The key to getting into
stamp collecting is to find a
stamp, find people who love
collecting them, and learn
about the art that is found
within these tiny items that
tell huge stories.

AIE s

Stamps from all over the world, some from countries you may have
never heard of.

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le

1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728

Facebook: First Baptist Church
of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

CHURCH \

DIRECTORY }:&

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

\ |, £
Nl

Your 2%
Community

Church

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &

Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

S~

AN\

self-centered 62. Grads wear one disease 54. A way to prepare Monday - Saturday

person 63. Between south 26. Old world, new meat Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
32. No seats available and southeast 27. Honorable title 55. Unit of ROSARY 8:05 a.m. -
33. Pouches 64. Jaguarundi cat (Turkish) measurement www.ourladyofthecross.com

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8
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Aldenville

Post 337 falls to
West Springfield

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE - The only
sport that allows mulligans
is golf.

The Aldenville Post
337 Legion baseball team
could’ve used a mulligan
against West Springfield
Post 207.

After giving up four
runs in the top of the first
inning, the Post 337 squad
entered the bottom of the
fifth inning trailing, 6-1. The
home team closed the gap
to 6-3, but West Side scored
five more runs in the sixth
and celebrated an 11-3 victo-
ry at Szot Park in Chicopee,
last Monday night (June 30).

“We battled back a little
bit after falling behind early
in the game,” said Aldenville
co-manager Nate Carillon,
who remained upbeat fol-

lowing his team’s third home
loss of the regular season.
“They just caught us on a
bad day. Hopefully, we play
much better in our next
game.”

Aldenville (3-5), who
won their first three road
games, needed a victory to
enter the month of July with
a .500 record.

Carillon, who shares the
coaching duties with Mason
Scott, is hoping his squad
can put together a winning
streak just like they did a
year ago.

“We got hot at the end
of the regular season last
year,” Carillon said. “We
won siXx or seven games
in a row before losing to
Belchertown in the champi-
onship game by one run.”

One of the bright

See POST, page 7

Matt Sutton slings a throw across the diamond

Matt Drobiak sends a pitch home.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
Charlie Maxwell makes the throw to first.

Justin Moskal catches the out at first.

Brandon Carillon makes the play for Post 337.

New England Mutiny closes out regular season

LUDLOW - The New
England Mutiny, which
gathers talent from all
over the region to play its
home matches at Ludlow’s
Lusitano Stadium, recent-
ly wrapped up its regu-
lar season, including an
impromptu 12-0 win over
the Worcester Fuel. The
Mutiny’s short season will
lead them to the playoffs,
which are likely to take
place on the road this year.
The Mutiny have hosted
playoffs at Luistano in the
past.

Maddy Theriault, a Palmer graduate, corrals the
ball.
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down the field.

Mila Dillard, of
Chicopee, heads

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Agawam’s Hope Santaniello fights for possession of Samantha Breton, of Chicopee, tries to

the ball.

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, tries to get a
pass away.

fake out an opponent.

Bella Santaniello, gets in the action for the Worcester Fuel
during a recent matchup with the Mutiny.

Blue Sox
edged by
Danbury
Westerners

HOLYOKE - On
First Responders’ Day at
MacKenzie Stadium last
Sunday, where members of
the Holyoke Fire and Police
Departments were hon-
ored, the Valley Blue Sox
narrowly fell to the visiting
Danbury Westerners 8-7.

The Westerners quick-
ly jumped in front, as cen-
terfielder Garrett Larsen
launched a home run over
the left field wall during the
game’s first at-bat.

The early offense set
the tone for a game that
showcased nine lead chang-
es and ties.

Sunday’s back-and-
forth battle came to a head
when Danbury extend-
ed their lead on a Grayson
Sparr RBI double in the
eighth inning. That run
proved to be the difference,
as Danbury edged out an
8-7 win.

“We’re going to contin-
ue to stay on the offensive
attack,” said Blue Sox man-
ager Endy Morales.

“We’re staying right
there. I think mentality, we
just got to continue to put
good swings on balls. We
played better defense today,
so as long as we continue to
stay forward and move for-
ward, I think we’ll be fine.”

See S0X, page 8
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Western Mass. Pioneers punch playoff tickets with victory

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - After
winning the USL D-3Pro
League championship title
in 1999, the Western Mass.
Pioneers only qualified for
the playoffs five times during
the next 20 years.

Since joining USL
League Two in 2019, the
Pioneers have qualified for
the playoffs each season.

The Pioneers clinched a
berth in this year’s playoffs
following a 5-0 win over the
Albany Rush before a large
gathering at historic Lusitano
Stadium, last Wednesday
night.

“This is the sixth time
in a row that we’ve made the
playoffs,” said Pioneers head
coach Federico Molinari,
who’s been coaching the
men’s squad since 2012.
“I think it’s a very good
accomplishment for the club.
We need to win our last two
regular season games to
have a chance to finish in

first place.”

The Pioneers (9-1-2),
who have finished in second
place in the league standings
during the past three years,
are battling Vermont Green
FC (9-0-2) for the top spot in
the Northeast Division table.

“We accomplished
one of our goals tonight by
clinching a playoff berth,”
said Pioneers midfielder
Augustine Boadi. “We’re
now trying to win the league
title.”

The Pioneers were
scheduled to play a road
match against the New
England FC on Monday
night before closing out the
regular season by hosting
the boys from Vermont on
Friday night.

The Vermont Green won
the first meeting of this sea-
son between the two squads,
2-0, which took place in
front of 2,500 enthusiastic
soccer fans at Virtue Field
located on the University of
Vermont campus on June 17.

When Vermont made

the three-hour trip south on
Rte. 91 to Lusitano Stadium
a year ago, they clinched a
playoff berth with a 3-1 win
over the Pioneers in the reg-
ular season finale. It was the
Pioneers, who had already
locked up a playoff berth,
only home loss of the 2024
campaign.

Entering last
Wednesday’s match, Albany
(2-9-1) had never defeat-
ed the Pioneers since they
joined USL League Two in
2022.

The Pioneers, who
defeated the Rush, 6-0, on
May 19, put the second
meeting out of reach by scor-
ing four goals in the first
half.

“Building a large first
half lead allowed us to relax
a little bit in the second
half,” Molinari said. “We
played very well tonight.”

The Rush have gone
0-7-1 since celebrating back-
to-back victories against
Black Rock and Boston City
FC at the end of May. Any

hopes they might’ve had
about upsetting the Pioneers
didn’t last very long.

The home team took a
1-0 lead following a corner
kick goal in the ninth minute.

Defender Gustavo
Barbosa booted the ball into
the box from the right cor-
ner. Then Boadi sent a pass
to forward Jose Bustamante
who tapped the ball into the
net past Albany goalie James
Joyce.

A little more than ten
minutes later, Matt Cence,
who’s also a midfielder,
delivered a crossing pass
from the right wing into the
box. Boadi finished off the
play by scoring his first goal
of the season.

“I’ve been on a goal
drought for a long time,”
Boadi said. “I’ve been work-
ing very hard, and it feels
very nice to finally score a
couple of goals, especially in
front of the home crowd. You
can’t ask for anything better
than that.”

Cence and Boadi

hooked up again in the 24th
minute. This time, Boadi
blasted a shot into the upper
right corner of the net.

While Cence and Boadi
are teammates during the
summer, they’ll be opposing
each other at the beginning
of September.

Boadi, who’s one of
the Pioneers veteran play-
ers, is also a member of the
men’s soccer team at Bryant
University, while Cence
plays at UMass-Ambherst.

Aidan Kelly, who’s the
Pioneers captain and defend-
er, is also a member of the
Minutemen men’s soccer
team

The two college soccer
teams are scheduled to meet
each other in a non-confer-
ence match in Amherst on
September 6.

“It’s always a lot of fun
playing your summer team-
mates during the college
soccer season,” said Boadi,
who would like to play for
a professional soccer team
after graduating from college

next year. “I’m hoping that
we can win our game against
UMass. We talk about it all
the time and I’m really look-
ing forward to that match.

Cence is a first-year
member of the Western
Mass. squad.

“I’'m thankful for coach
Molinari allowing me to join
the team this year,” Cence
said. “It has been a great
experience and the guys on
the team are awesome.”

Cence also assisted on
the Pioneers’ fourth goal,
which was scored by mid-
fielder Robbie Lyons in the
34th minute.

The Pioneers had sev-
eral more scoring chances
during the second half.

Bustamante netted his
second goal of the match
during the 82nd minute.
Defender Alejandro Carrillo
was credited with the assist.

Goalie Alan Horrocks
only had to make a cou-
ple of save in recording the
Pioneers sixth shutout of the
season.

Quabbin Valley Baseball League set to host second over-28 fall league

Following up on the
resounding success of its
inaugural campaign, the
Quabbin Valley Baseball
League, an over-28 adult
baseball league will hold
its second Fall League this
September and October.

Seeking to create a sim-
ilar competition environment
to its spring/summer league,

Quabbin Valley, with con-
tributions from the Valley
Wheel Over-28 Baseball
League, created a four-team
fall league last year featur-
ing the Braves, Dodgers,
Cardinals, and Twins.

Those same four teams
are set to return and each
team tends to have openings
on them. Additionally, the

league is open to welcoming
more teams in to the league if
it finds enough interest.
While the fall league
schedule is still under con-
struction, it will mostly fea-
ture Sunday morning games
played with wood-bat only,
which is customary for fall
baseball. There could be
some Saturday games added

to the schedule depending on
the completion of the spring/
summer season as well as to
makeup rainouts, potentially.
Games are nine-innings long
and there is a small playoff
and championship held at the
end of the season. Last year’s
fall season was eight games
and that is the goal for this
year. Free and low-cost fields

are used as well as just one
umpire in an effort to keep
the costs lower for players.
The cost to play will likely
range from $40 to $60 for the
eight-game schedule. Players
from outside the Quabbin
League may also pay a small
fee for insurance as well.

An interest/registra-
tion form, will be forthcom-

ing soon, but until then, to
express interest in the league,
you can email the coordina-
tors of the league at either
GScibelli22 @yahoo.com or
ikhandfield @ gmail.com.

Scheduled and team
placement for unaffiliated
players will be finalized in
mid-to-late August. Please
join in the fun this fall.

Polewarczyk grabs win at Hudson Speedway

HUDSON, N.H. — Joey
Polewarczyk left no doubt
Sunday night as to who holds
the home track advantage at
Hudson Speedway.

The Hudson, N.H.,
native and 2020 Granite State
Pro Stock Series champion,
led every lap en route to his
second straight victory in
the series’ annual Gate City
Classic 100.

Only a pre-race redraw
could keep “Joey Pole” from
starting on the pole, as the
veteran clocked in fastest in
time trials but redrew second.
Two-time GSPSS champ
Joey Doiron led the field
to green, but Polewarczyk
nosed out front before the
field even reached turn one.

Polewarczyk and
Doiron showed the way
for the first nine laps, until
Bobby Frappier nosed into
the turn-three concrete to
bring out the evening’s first
caution flag. On the restart,
Polewarczyk reasserted
himself out front, keeping
Doiron at arm’s length but
setting a brisk pace around
the high-banked quarter-mile.

While the two veter-
ans held firm out front, for-
mer Hudson winner Angelo
Belsito diced for third

with recent winner Evan
Beaulieu and first-time start-
er Connor McDougal. Eddie
MacDonald lingered in the
distance, cracking the top
five by halfway as he gave
Belsito fits for fourth.

Polewarczyk and Doiron
were well ahead of the pack
when Cory Casagrande ran
up on a slower car in heavy
traffic, sending the car for a
spin and drawing a yellow
flag with 25 laps to go.

Once again, the lead duo
took off from the field, but
the battle for third heated
up as “The Outlaw” cleared
Belsito, then Beaulieu,
to claw his way toward
the podium. Belsito and
Beaulieu quickly found their
hands full with a charging
Casagrande and Cole Robie,
both trying to make up for
lost time in the closing laps.

But not even Doiron
could chase down
Polewarczyk, who gapped
Doiron by nearly half a sec-
ond on the way to his fourth
GSPSS win at his home
track.

Doiron’s runner-up
result was his best-ever
finish at Hudson, the track
where he last finished a
GSPSS race outside the top

ten back in 2020.

MacDonald brought car
owner Dale Drew’s No. 50
home in third, with Beaulieu
close on his heels in fourth.
Robie finished fifth, giving
the young hard charger three
top-five runs to open the sea-
son.

Casagrande was sixth
after an early exit one week
ago at Speedway 95, while
Belsito slipped all the way to
seventh in the home stretch.
Frankie Eldredge had his
best GSPSS performance yet
with an eighth-place finish,
while McDougal and Josh St.
Clair rounded out the top ten.

Polewarczyk’s ninth
GSPSS win elevates the
36-year-old to second on
the series’ all-time win list
behind D.J. Shaw. His home-
track mastery has played a
big part; only once in five
GSPSS appearances at
Hudson has Polewarczyk not
parked in the winner’s circle.

The GSPSS teams
have a week off to cele-
brate Independence Day
before returning to action on
Friday, July 11 at Claremont
Motorsports Park, kick-
ing off a four-week mid-
summer trek through New
Hampshire.

T-Birds bringing back Community Caravan

SPRINGFIELD - The
Springfield Thunderbirds are
proud to announce the return
of the T-Birds Community
Caravan, with support
from MassMutual, marking
the third annual summer tour
designed to bring the excite-
ment of Thunderbirds hock-
ey to communities across the
region.

This year’s Caravan will
include three stops through-
out the Greater Springfield
area during the summer
months, continuing the ini-
tiative’s mission to keep the
T-Birds top-of-mind in the
offseason while deepening
the team’s connection to local
families and fans. This sum-
mer’s Caravan dates are as
follows:

e Saturday, July 19 -
Sonny’s Place, Somers, CT
- 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

e Saturday, August 9
- Amelia Park Ice Arena,
Westfield - 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. *

*The Westfield
Community Caravan will also
feature the annual T-Birds
Street Hockey Tournament
on the outdoor deck hockey
court at Amelia Park. The
Street Hockey Tournament
features teams of players ages

9-12. To register your team,
click here.

“After a fantastic con-
tinuation of the program last
summer, we’re thrilled to
bring back the Caravan and
keep building on its success,”
said Thunderbirds President
Nathan Costa. “We’re equal-
ly excited to welcome back
MassMutual as a partner and
thank them for embracing our
mission of being champions
in the community beyond the
Thunderdome.”

Each free-to-attend
event will feature appear-
ances by Thunderbirds mas-
cot Boomer, team staff, and
a lively mix of interactive
games, street hockey, fami-
ly-friendly activities, and
local vendors. Fans can also
enjoy delicious food options,
with each Caravan date spot-
lighting a local nonprofit
beneficiary, helping to raise
awareness and support for
impactful community organi-
zations.

“We’re delighted to
support the Springfield
Thunderbirds not only on
the ice but also through-
out the local community,”
said Dennis Duquette, head
of community responsibili-
ty at MassMutual and pres-

ident of the MassMutual
Foundation. “Their caravan
provides terrific activities for
local kids and families, and
we’re proud to be a part of it.”

The Springfield edi-
tion of the Caravan will be
collecting donations ben-
efiting The Gray House.
Among the requested items
are baby food, diapers and
wipes, school supplies, and
non-perishable food items.
The Thunderbirds will also
be hosting food drives at the
July and August Caravan
stops. The July Caravan
at Sonny’s Place will ben-
efit the Enfield Food Shelf
in Connecticut, while the
August Caravan in Westfield
will collect items for the
Westfield Food Pantry.

Additional informa-
tion for all Community
Caravans will be released
in the coming weeks via the
Thunderbirds’ website and
social media channels.

For more informa-
tion on upcoming events,
including the Community
Caravan, stay tuned to the
T-Birds on social media @
ThunderbirdsAHL, or visit
the Community Tab on www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.
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spots for Aldenville in the
home loss was catcher Alex
Savlick. He had two base hits
with a walk and scored two
runs. He also threw out two
runners trying to steal.

“Alex played very well
in tonight’s game,” Carillon
said. “He had a couple of
base hits and also threw out
two runners. He’s a very
good catcher.”

Savlick, who plays sev-
eral different positions, lives
in Springfield and attends
Minnechaug Regional as a
school choice student.

Memphis Huertas, who
goes to South Hadley High
School, is normally the start-
ing catcher for Aldenville.
Huertas missed a couple of
Legion games because he
was playing in a baseball
tournament in Georgia with
his travel team.

Matt Drobiak, who was
Aldenville’s starting pitch-
er against West Springfield

(2-6), also had two base hits.

The home team’s only
other hits were by center-
fielder Noah Carillon, left-
fielder Lincoln Belsky, and
shortstop Brandon Carillon.

West Springfield took
advantage of a couple of
errors to build a 4-0 lead in
the top of the first inning.

Shortstop Aiden Wykes,
who’s from Agawam, fouled
off several pitches leading
off the game before lining
a single into right field. He
scored the game’s first run on
a passed ball.

The other four Post 207
players from Agawam are
Jonah Higby, Owen Lavelle,
Joe Szemela, and Nolan
Longo.

The visitors scored
another run when Lavelle
(2-for-3), who started in left
field, hit a ground ball single
into left field. The other two
runs crossed the plate follow-
ing a throwing error.

Noah Carillon and
third baseman Matt Sutton,
who was a freshman on the

Chicopee Comp varsity base-
ball team this past spring,
reached base on walks during
the first two innings.

Post 337 scored a run in
the third inning.

With one-out, Savlick
drew another walk before
stealing second base. Then
Noah Carillon belted a dou-
ble to the gap in right center
and Savlick scored easily.

West Side took a 6-1
lead in the fifth follow-
ing another RBI single by
Lavelle and a fielding error.

Aldenville got those two
runs right back in the bottom
half of the inning.

Belsky drove home the
first run with a line-drive sin-
gle to center field with one-
out.

At that point, Higby,
who began the game as the
designated hitter, replaced
right-hander PJ Greenia on
the mound.

Higby, who’s also a
righty, allowed an inher-
ited runner to score when
Drobiak blasted a double

to left.

Then second baseman
Charlie Maxwell walked
which brought the potential
tying run to the plate.

Higby, who wound up as
the winning pitcher, escaped
the jam by recording back-to-
back strikeouts.

The two West Side pitch-
ers combined for twelve
strikeouts.

The visiting team pret-
ty much put the game out of
reach in their next at-bats.
Szemela capped off the big
inning with a two-run single.
Lavelle and first baseman
Michael Zarelli also provided
RBI hits during that frame
which helped West Side build
an 11-3 lead.

With one-out in the sev-
enth inning, Drobiak singled
to left. After stealing both
second and third, he scored
on a throwing error by the
catcher.

Higby retired the next
two batters on flyballs ending
the game, which lasted more
than two hours.

S OX, from page 7

Valley tallied 11 hits
in the loss. Nick Spaventa
picked up three hits and
two RBI in five appear-
ances. Sebastian Mexico
had a two hit performance,
adding two RBI. Michael
Elko added the other multi-
hit outing for Valley, while
Rees Kozar and Wyatt Hunt
earned RBIs.

Danbury’s Aidan
Paradine went three for
three with an RBI. Left
fielder Michael lannazzo
produced two RBI from
two hits, and Gavin
Donohue collected two
runs, a hit and an RBI from
four plate appearances.
Sparr and Larsen had two
hits apiece.

Kenan Elarton started
for Danbury and Andrew
Koshy earned the win in
relief. Harper McLendon

was given the loss. Teo
Spadaccini got credit for
the save.

Valley falls to a
record of 11-13. Danbury
improves to a 9-13 record
on the season.

After an off day tomor-
row, the Blue Sox enter a
stretch in which they will
play six games over the
course of five days.

“It’s going to take
everybody,” said Morales.
“This is why we have the
wonderful resources of
Adam Feit and the [train-
ing] facility, and taking
advantage of the off days.
We have all these resources
so that we can withhold a
stretch like that. It’s going
to take every single guy,
not just to look ahead, but
to attack the game that’s
right in front of us. I think
we’ll be just fine if we do
that.”

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER
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» Public Notices

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25P1359GD
In the interests of

Albert Rosario Feliciano

of Holyoke, MA
Minor

NOTICE AND ORDER:

Petition for Appointment

of Guardian of a Minor

NOTICE TO ALL

INTERESTED PARTIES

1. Hearing Date/Time:
A hearing on a Petition for
Appointment of Guardian of a
Minor filed on 06/26/2025 by

Fredisberty Fliciano
Quinones of Guayanilla, PR

Elizabeth Garcia Vega of
Guayanilla, PR

will be held 07/30/2025
08:30 AM Guardianship of
Minor Hearing. Located:
Hampden Probate and
Family Court, 50 State Street,
Springfield, MA 01103.

2. Response to Petition: You
may respond by filing a written
response to the Petition or by
appearing in person at the hear-
ing. If you choose to file a writ-
ten response, you need to:

File the original with the
Court; and

Mail a copy to all interested
parties at least five (5) business
days before the hearing.

3. Counsel for the Minor:
The minor (or an adult on behalf
of the minor) has the right to
request that counsel be appoint-
ed for the minor.

4. Counsel for Parents: If
you are a parent of the minor
child who is the subject of this
proceeding you have a right to
be represented by an attorney. If
you want an attorney and cannot
afford to pay for one and if you
give proof that you are indigent,
an attorney will be assigned to
you. Your request for an attor-
ney should be made immediately
by filling out the Application of
Appointment of Counsel form.
Submit the application form in
person or by mail at the court
location where your case is
going to be heard.

5. Presence of the Minor at
Hearing: A minor over age 14
has the right to be present at any
hearing, unless the Court finds
that it is not in the minor’s best

ADVERTISING

SALES

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

interests.
Date: June 26, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
07/11/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1173EA
Estate of:

Mary A. Hartnett
Also Known As:

Mary Anne Hartnett
Date of Death:
October 31, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Kathleen
Hartnett of Holyoke, MA.

Kathleen Hartnett of Holy-
oke, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

07/11/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1321EA
Estate of:

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

Patricia Ann Malejka
Date of Death: 06/16/2025
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Pro-
bate of Will with Appointment
of Personal Representative has
been filed by Cera J Colon of
Chicopee, MA requesting that
the Court enter a formal Decree
and Order and for such other re-
lief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Cera J Colon of Chicopee, MA
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond in
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 07/22/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 23, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/11/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25C0216CA
In the matter of:
Angel Manuel Oguendo, Jr.

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

CITATION ON PETITION
TO CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by
Angel Manuel Oguendo, Jr.
of Holyoke, MA requesting that
the court enter a Decree chang-
ing their name to:

Angel Manuel Oquendo, Jr.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the
petition by filing an appearance
at: Hampden Probate and
Family Court before 10:00
a.m. on the return day of
08/04/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
if you object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: July 07, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate
07/11/2025

Request for Proposals
RFP 2026-01
Overpass Lighting Services

The City of Holyoke is seeking
proposals from qualified Massa-
chusetts based companies with
specific experience in lighting
installations. The selected con-
sultant will work in conjunction
with the City and relevant stake-
holders, including but not limit-
ed to MassDOT, State and Local
authorities and rail companies, to
analyze and assess the proposed
space, engage the community
for feedback, create design and
accompanying maintenance plan
that reflects the city’s goals, as
well as oversee implementation.

The intent of this project is
to illuminate the Appleton Street
bridge overpass to increase pub-
lic safety while enhancing the
vibrancy and functionality of the
space. It is important to demon-
strate the project approach, as
well as past experience planning
similar bridge lighting installa-
tions and the ability to partner
with a variety of artists, design-
ers, and organizations to create
unique designs and over see the
light installations. Documents
will be available starting on
Monday July 14th at 10am elec-
tronically by requesting from
morrowj @holyoke.org. Sub-
mission deadline is on Tuesday
August Sth 2025 @ 1PM where
all proposals MUST be received
before that time. Submitters must
follow the submission require-
ments in the documents. The city
has established a not to exceed
budget of $24,000. The City will
award the contract to the bidder
whose response represents the
best value to the City. The Term
of this contract shall be for a pe-
riod of NO LONGER THAN two
[2] years. Contract is subject to
termination upon failure to fulfill
the contract as determined by the
review committee. The mailing

newspaper
correspondent

The Holyoke Sun seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

meet strict deadlines

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.
www.turley.com

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

address for all deliveries and
walk-in service is:

City of Holyoke
Purchasing Department
City Hall Room 3
536 Dwight Street
Holyoke, MA 01040

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all proposals if in
the best interest of the city. No
electronic submissions allowed.
The city also reserves the right
to fund this project using Federal
Funds respondents will be veri-
fied for their eligibility to receive
Federal Funds.

07/11/2025

2025-46W
INVITATION TO BID
Wistariahurst Retaining Wall
Rehabilitation

Sealed bids for Wistariahurst
Retaining Wall Rehabilitation
(Rebid), Holyoke, MA will be
received on July 31, 2025 at the
City of Holyoke Office of Pro-
curement, 536 Dwight Street,
Room 3, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts 01040, Attn: Jaime Morrow,
Chief Procurement Officer until
2 PM prevailing time, at which
said Bids will be publicly opened
and read aloud. All bids shall be
submitted within a sealed enve-
lope addressed to the “City of
Holyoke

Office of Procurement, 536
Dwight Street, Room 3, Holyoke,
Massachusetts 01040, Attn: Jai-
me Morrow, Chief Procurement
Officer” and titled “Wistariahurst
Retaining Wall Rehabilitation
(Rebid), Contract # 2025-46W”.
The Wistariahurst Retaining Wall
Rehabilitation Project consists of
the rehabilitation of a section of
historically significant masonry
retaining wall on Pine Street. The
project consists of reconstruction
of the existing historical

masonry wall, removal and
reinstallation of wrought iron
fence and coping, earthen exca-
vation to subgrade, construction
of a steel-reinforced cement con-
crete strip footing, installation
of perforated pipe subdrain, and
restoration of adjacent areas.
The project is anticipated to in-
clude 442 linear feet of continu-
ous wall rehabilitation from the
intersection of Pine Street and
Hampshire Street, northward
along Pine Street. All potential
bidders should be able to provide
references for projects which in-
cluded mortared and/or dry laid
stacked stone wall construction
or reconstruction and Bidders
must have completed one (1)
comparable wall construction or
reconstruction project within the
last seven (7) years. Reference
and contact information must be
provided for all projects submit-
ted by the bidder to demonstrate
said experience. A non-mandato-
ry Pre-Bid briefing will occur on
July 17, 2025 at 10:00 AM EST
at the Wistariahurst Museum, 238
Cabot St., Holyoke, MA 01040,
by the south end of Pine Street

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com

retaining wall. Bidding proce-
dures shall be in accordance with

the provisions of Bidding proce-
dures shall be in accordance with
the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter
30, Section 39 M as amended.At-
tention is called to the minimum
wage rates required to be paid for
all labor on this project. Wage

rates are established in sched-
ules issued by the Department of
Labor and Workforce Develop-
ment, in accordance with Section
26A - 27D, or Chapter 149 of
the M.G.L., as amended, and the
U.S. Department of Labor in ac-
cordance with the Davis-Bacon
and Related Acts. Said sched-
ule(s) are included in the bid
package and the contractor will
be responsible for paying the
higher of the two rates. Only eli-
gible and responsible sealed bids
on this project shall be received
by the Awarding Authority from
qualified Bidders submitted on
forms furnished by the Awarding
Authority and clearly identified
on the outside of the bid with the
name and address of the bidder,
and the name and Bid Number of
the project, and submitted to:

City of Holyoke - Purchasing

Department
City Hall, Room 15
536 Dwight Street
Holyoke, MA 01040

And received no later than
the times set forth below, when
they will forthwith be publicly
opened and read aloud at this
location. Sealed bids addressed
as referenced above will be re-
ceived until 2:00 PM, on July
31, 2025. If you are submitting
a bid with a mail service we ad-
vise allowing extra time for your
documents to arrive and for you
to check tracking labels (if appli-
cable). Bids will not be accepted
via email and late bids will not
be accepted. Estimated Cost:
$706,500.00. MassDOT  Pre-
qualification in either of the fol-
lowing classes of work “HIGH-
WAYS-CONSTRUCTION”  or
“HIGHWAYS-SIDEWALKS
AND CURBING” is a require-
ment. The City reserves the right
to reject any and all bids. No
electronic submission allowed.
State and Federal funding will
be used to fund this project and
respondents will be verified for
eligibility to receive funds.
07/11/2025

Notice to Public
Surplus Auction
Holyoke Public School

The Schools will be holding a
PUBLIC SURPLUS AUCTION
hosted by Gov Deals starting
on Monday, July 14th, 2025
and ending on Thursday July
24th, 2025. Items will be avail-
able to bid on starting at 8am on
the 14th. Live Auction will end at
8PM on July 24th final bids must
be submitted before that dead-
line. This Auction will be hosted
ONLINE ONLY!! Potential bid-
ders can access the auction using
this link https://www.govdeals.
com/holyoke

Some of the items available
are; Sharp RD820 Horizontal
Milling Machine, Sharp 1760K
Lathe, DoALL Bandsaw, Book
Stitcher, Dust Hog Collection
System, 2008 Ford Crown Victo-
ria, Bridgeport Milling Machine,
and many more items! Winning
Bidders must sign a non-collu-
sion form which will be provid-
ed upon notification of winning
bid. The city of Holyoke follows
MGL 30B for disposition of Pub-
lic Surplus.

07/11/2025

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $225.00
Seasoned cut & split $325.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

ELECTRIC MINI BIKE. New 2024
Greenworks, 60V with two 8.0 oh batteries,
dual port, 128 Ibs. 25 mph max, 20 mi. radi-
us, 90 minute charge, black/green. $1350.
413-575-6448.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy
(860) 874-8396

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x¥xxxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 vyear construction
supervisor.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cultting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789 (413)538-
7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice. Serving Palmer, Barre and surround-
ing area. Call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

FREE TOWING

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE AUSTRAILIAN SHEPHERD
w/papers, 4 yrs. old. All shots, fixed. Well
take care of. Great for devoted one person
household or farm where he can run. Ex-
cellent watchdog. Betty, 413-599-1462.

MINIATURE SCHNAUZER PUP-
PIES, AKC reg. Salt/ Pepper. Vet checked,
first shot, non shedding. Ready now, $1500.
413-782-2305

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a
FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com f
or more information. EOE

FOR RENT

4 ROOMS, 2 BEDROOMS, 15/baths,
appliances included. $1500/mo. No utilities.
1st/last/security. References and proof of
income required. Call 413-589-0401.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

APT. FOR RENT, OAKHAM. $2000 all
inclusive. 407-752-1499.

Find archives of this local newspaper at www.newspapers.turley.com

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 B | 22 Boron| 23 B 24 i
2 saseice | 26 aseiie | 27 seiree| 28 BasgPrs
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Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = §
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA 1 Discover 0 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

NEW BRANTREE.
WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFEELD!

C)
%
BROOKFELD [ &
BRINFIELD

STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

Call us at 413.283.8393

=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

i |

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!
Call

1-413-283-8393

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
FRIDAY AT NOON

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.newspapers.turley.com

AGAWAN ADVERTISER NEWS
BARRE GAZETTE
COUNTRY JOURNAL
CHICOPEE REGISTER
THE JOURNAL REGISTER
THE LUDLOW REGISTER
(UABOAG CURRENT
THE SENTINEL
THE SUN
WILBRAHAM-HAMPDEN TIMES
TOWN REMINDER
WARE RIVER NEWS

turleynews

ﬂ TurleyPublications
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» InThe News

Springfield Museums full
of activity this summer

SPRINGFIELD - Now
open seven days a week, the
Springfield Museums are
ready to embrace the sea-
son with activities and high-
lights throughout the weeks
of Summer at the Museums
through Aug. 15. Free with
museum admission.

The Museums are ele-
vating the 2025 summer
experience with opportuni-
ties to gather, tinker, and jam
as a community. Family-
friendly exhibitions and
hands-on explorations in the
Cat’s Corner, Hasbro Games
Art Discovery Center, and
Spark!Lab are available daily
for visitor enjoyment.

“Summer at the Museums
is such a fun time of year!
Explore four interactive spe-
cial exhibits, become an
inventor or artist in one of
our hands-on educational
spaces, and play out on the
Quadrangle lawn” says Larissa
Murray, Director of Education

at the Springfield Museums.

Then, from Wednesday to
Friday, visitors can participate
in a variety of special program
offerings. On Wednesdays,
dance and jam to performanc-
es from a variety of local
acts. On Thursdays, kids can
get crafty with the Museum
School for Tinker Thursdays,
available at an additional
charge. Lastly, on Fridays,
welcome the weekend with
bubbles, a performance by the
Toe Jam Puppet Band, and
other featured activities.

“We have so much hap-
pening this summer, from our
Wednesday and Friday per-
formances to our daily drop
in spaces and exhibits. There
are SO many reasons to visit
the Springfield Museums
this summer,” exclaims Abby
Garner, Family Engagement
Coordinator.

All exhibits and activities
are FREE with museum admis-
sion unless noted otherwise.

Glascow Lands Scottish festival next weekend

NORTHAMPTON
— On Saturday, July 19,
beautiful Look Park comes
alive with Celtic Dancers,
Highland pipers and drum-
mers, a clan parade, sheep
herding, Scottish dogs and
other animals, wool spin-
ners and weavers and lively
Celtic music. Celebrate your
Scottish heritage — real or
coveted — with kilt-wearing,
tree-tossing Scotsmen at the
Highland athletic games and
delight in plates piled high
with scones, shortbread, bri-
dies or meat pies. Over 30
pipe bands competing with
600 to 700 pipers and drum-
mers marching in opening
ceremonies.

Come celebrate the sec-
ond largest Scottish Festival
in New England, and the
only one in Massachusetts.
We have been chosen to
host the first ever EUSPBA
Northeast Branch Amateur

Drumming championships.

Fencing Demonstrations

by Mass

Historical

Swordsmanship. Saving
Scottish Wildcats orga-
nization. Doug Fluie Jr.
Foundation for Autism.

Honored guests: State
Representative Lindsay
Sabadosa, 1st Hampshire
District.

Northampton Mayor

Gina-Louise Sciarra

This family fun event
includes children’s athlet-
ic games and a water spray
park. Many Clans and a
genealogist will be present to
assist in tracing your Scottish
ancestry. Vendors will be
offering a variety of imports,
Scottish and other foods.
Listen to the beautiful Celtic
harp music of the Pioneer
Valley Harpers’ Guild.
Learn about spinning and
weaving from the Weavers’
Guild of Springfield. Relive
history with the Historic
Highlanders.

For 2025, Glasgow
Lands Scottish Festival
presents world class Celtic

music in the Ceilidh tent
from 9:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Featured artists The Devil’s
Brigade, Albannach, and
Waking Finnegan. Whether
sitting in the Ceilidh Tent
watching the show, quench-
ing your thirst in the Celtic
Pub with local microbrews
provided by New City
Brewery, Easthampton, or
just having a picnic on the
grass nearby, plan on enjoy-
ing great live Celtic music
all day long. Again this year
— Whisky Tasting! — spon-
sored by ImpEx and Four
Seasons Wine & Liquor,
Hadley, MA. New this
year —Wine and Mead from
Four Phantoms Brewing Co,
Greenfield.

The Glasgow Lands
Scottish Festival, Inc. is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit cor-
poration. Its mission is to
support other nonprofit
organizations and to pro-
vide scholarships for qual-
ifying Scottish dance, pipe
and/or drum students. Event

co-sponsored by: Westfield
Bank, New England Public
Media, Burger King of
Northampton, and New
City Brewery, Westfield Gas
& Electric, Accelerated IT,
Walker’s Shortbread, Four
Seasons Wine & Liquor and
ImpEx Beverages and many
others.

All Festival Proceeds
Benefit: River Valley
Counseling Center, a
multi-service agency in
Hampden County, MA, is a
licensed mental health clin-
ic, offering a range of tra-
ditional and non-traditional
outpatient services to adults
and children. Also, Forum
House, Westfield, a service
of Viability, Inc., a 501(c)(3)
not for profit organization
serving disabled and disad-
vantaged adults in Hampden,
Hampshire and S. Worcester
Counties.

For more information
and schedules, visit our web
site:  www.glasgowlands.org
or call (413) 862-8095/4539.

GRAN 7; from page 1

be used to further build out
the infrastructure of HPS’
work-based learning structure.
Among the improvements
will be increasing internship
opportunities for students,
funding more industries and
pathways for students and
more career training through
a partnership with Signal
Success.

In the 2024-2025 schools
year, more than 130 students
took part in some type of
work-based learning program.

Part of Holyoke’s rede-
sign plan under the Receiver
Dr. Steven Zrike including
a pathways program that all
high school students could
take advantage. They used
grants to develop it and it
gave all students in Holyoke
the ability to access the pro-
grams at Dean Tech’s campus.

The schools plan to
work with MassHire as well
on work-based learning.
MassHire has an office locat-
ed in Holyoke.

According Gov. Maura
Healey, who made awards to
13 other districts in the state,
work-based learning is a very

Event Name

valuable resource for students.

“Work-based learning
experiences are key to prepar-
ing students for the future,”
said Governor Maura Healey.
“These grants will help sup-
port strong partnerships
between schools and employ-
ers, opening doors for stu-
dents in critical STEM fields
like health care, manufactur-
ing, and technology. This is
a win for students, a win for
our employers, and a win for
Massachusetts’ workforce as
we tap into the next genera-
tion of talent.”

“It’s so valuable for stu-
dents to be able to get hands-
on work experience at no cost
while they’re still in school,”
said Lieutenant Governor
Kim Driscoll. “Work-based
learning helps them identi-
fy what they’re good at and
what they want to pursue in
the future, setting them up for
successful careers while meet-
ing the needs of our employ-
ers.”

As part of the adminis-
tration’s Reimagining High
School initiative, DESE will
support awarded districts
in including the implemen-
tation of the My Career and
Academic Plan (MyCAP)

Send Us You
Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

in their work-based learn-
ing plans. MyCAP is a stu-
dent-centered, multi-year
planning tool designed to
provide middle and high
school students with ongo-
ing opportunities to plan for
their academic, personal and
career success in high school
and beyond. This pilot also
prioritizes the use of MEFA
Pathway as a statewide portal
for their work-based learning
plans and aligns them with
statewide efforts to integrate
YouthWorks to expand stu-
dent access to work-based
learning opportunities.

“Expanding career-con-
nected learning is essential
to ensuring that every stu-
dent sees a future for them-
self beyond graduation,”
said Education Secretary Dr.
Patrick Tutwiler. “Through
these investments, we’re help-
ing districts develop strong
systems to connect academ-
ic learning with meaningful
work experiences — giving
students the tools, opportuni-
ties and confidence they need
to succeed.”

Grant recipients will
work in close partnership
with MassHire Workforce
Boards and Commonwealth

(

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions
is August 11.

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”

in the subject line of your email.
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Corporation — key elements
of the state’s workforce
system — to develop plan-
ning models and resources
that strengthen connections
between education and work-
force development.
“Incorporating work-
based learning extends a stu-
dent’s exposure beyond the
classroom to develop hands-
on experience and skills for
future careers in-demand by
employers and industries
statewide,” said Secretary
of Labor and Workforce
Development Lauren Jones.
“Our future innovation and
communities will be driven by
the next generation of skilled
talent, and work-based learn-
ing models will open more
opportunities for students to
pursue pathways to careers
right here in Massachusetts.”
“MEFA is proud to offer
MEFA Pathway as the priori-
tized portal for this statewide
initiative,” said Thomas Graf,
executive director of MEFA.
“MEFA Pathway’s alignment
with MyCAP and integra-
tion of work-based learning
plans reflects MEFA’s ongo-
ing commitment to supporting
students’ postsecondary read-
iness across Massachusetts.”
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Historical Society. “We’re
proud to highlight the cre-
ativity and dedication of
local gardeners.” \

Featured
Tour Stops Include:

Wistariahurst

Stroll the beau-
tifully maintained
grounds and tour the first
floor of the historic estate.
The Western Massachusetts
Master Gardeners
Association will also host a
plant sale on-site.

Urban Orchard

Gardens on the prop-
erty of the former Sacred
Heart Church include a
variety of fruit trees and
perennials.

Dwight Street
Community Garden
Explore this thriving
community space managed
by Neighbor2Neighbor.

Honey Bee
Presentations

Learn about honey

bees, view an observational
hive, and taste local honey
with Dr. Kim Skyrm, Chief
Apiary Inspector at the
Massachusetts Department
of Agricultural Resources.

I n
addition
to these
highlights,

the tour
features 8
beautiful
home gar-
dens throughout
the city, offering
inspiration for gar-
deners of all levels.

Event Details:

Tour goers check in
at The Leaf Loft (284 High
St.) on the morning of the
event to receive an event
program with a map and
garden details. The tour is
self-paced and will take
place rain or shine.

Tickets:

$20 per person.
Children under 10 attend
for free. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance at holy-
okegardentour.org or on
the day of the event at The
Leaf Loft.

Ortho MA Walk-In Clinic now open

WESTFIELD - Ortho
MA is proud to announce
that its walk-in orthope-
dic urgent care clinic in
Westfield, Massachusetts
is now open and serving
patients across Western MA.
Conveniently located at 53
Southampton Road, just off
Exit 41 on I-90, Ortho MA
provides fast, expert care
for musculoskeletal injuries.
At Ortho MA, patients find
expert care close to home—
without the stress and delays
of a crowded emergency
room.

Open seven days a
week with extended eve-
ning and weekend hours, the
clinic is designed for imme-
diate access to orthopedic
care without the need for an
appointment. Patients are seen
by a skilled team of orthope-
dic physician assistants with
decades of experience in both
routine and complex muscu-
loskeletal care.

Clinic Hours:
Monday—Friday: 4 to 8

p.m.
Saturday—Sunday: 8 a.m.
to 12 noon
Walk-In Services
Include:

e Evaluation and treat-

ment of sprains, strains, and

other orthopedic injuries

e Fracture management
and casting

e Joint injections and
other non-surgical orthopedic

care

“We’re proud to bring
accessible, specialized ortho-

pedic care to all of Western

Massachusetts,” said Joseph
V. Zwirko, PA-C, co-founder
of Ortho MA. “For many, it’s

just a short drive to receive

the right care right away—
without sitting in a crowded
ER for hours.”

Tamer Bahgat, PA-C,
added: “This clinic was
built with the patient in
mind—convenient hours, no

appointments necessary, and
experienced providers who
are ready to treat injuries
quickly and effectively.”

Meet the
OrthoMA Team:

e Joseph V. Zwirko,
PA-C - Over 15 years of
orthopedic and emergency
medicine experience

e Tamer Bahgat, PA-C —
More than 20 years in trauma
and orthopedic care, includ-
ing military medical service

* Timothy B. Rice, PA-C
— Board-certified, with 20+
years of experience in ortho-
pedic and sports medicine

With over 50 years
of combined expertise, the
Ortho MA team is com-
mitted to keeping Western
Massachusetts active and
pain-free—one patient at a
time.

For more information,
visit www.orthoma.org or
call 413-83-ORTHO.

Learn about volunteering at Harmony House

CHICOPEE -
Harmony House of Western
Massachusetts is a social
model home for hospice
care located in Chicopee.
The beautiful new facili-
ty reopened in the spring of
2024 and has been a safe and
loving home for people with
limited support who cannot
live on their own. Potential
volunteers are invited to
explore the opportunity to
help care for individuals
who are in the final stage of
their lives. Harmony House
is currently in need of care-

givers and support people.
Whether it’s a few hours
a week or a few hours a
month, Harmony House is a
welcoming place for people
looking to help people.

A Meet-and-Greet event
is scheduled for Tuesday,
July 29, at 6 p.m. at the
South Hadley Library, 2
Canal Street, South Hadley,
in their Common Room.
Please come and meet
members of the Board of
Directors and current volun-
teers to learn more and have
your questions answered

by those who are directly
involved in resident care.

Harmony House is a
local, non-profit organi-
zation whose mission is to
provide a loving home offer-
ing compassionate care for
people who are on hospice
and are in need of care. If
interested in learning more
or becoming a volunteer,
please complete the online
volunteer application form
at www.harmonyhousewma.
org/volunteer-1 or email us
at admin@harmonyhousew-
ma.org.



