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Committee
moves
study group
forward

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - A City
Council subcommittee voted
this past Tuesday unanimous-
ly to move forward with a
revised proposal about the
formation of a Data Center
Study Committee, which will
now be sent to the full coun-
cil for a decision after a long
and lengthy discussion.

The official revision
of the order kept intact that

the group would consist of

13 in total, which looks to
feature one member Holyoke
Water Works or the Water
Commission, Holyoke Gas
& Electric (HG&E), the
Conservation Commission,
the Planning Department,
along with the Massachusetts
Green High Performance
(MGHPCC), along with the
newly amended inclusion
of dropping the requirement
of a City Council Rep. in
favor of adding a rep from
the Board of Health or the
Health Commission, and
increased the total from one
community rep to seven,
which will now include two

See STUDY, page 10

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - Exactly
one week ago, the
Wistariahurst Museum host-
ed its 4th annual ‘Juneteenth
Celebration,” which cap-
tured the attention and focus
of the Paper City on Friday,
June 19.

As hundreds of attend-
ees stopped by and were
treated to a variety of
activities, such as author
spotlights, a storyteller,
food trucks, an interactive
art project, and countless
vendors.

And before festivi-
ties kicked off, Holyoke

Mayor Joshua Garcia .~

took a moment to g
reflect upon N
the impor-
tance of the

Local author Patricia Spradley holds her book Positive on
Purpose before her booth gets filled with people.
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Resident Dennis Lee captured a hawk recently in front of an American flag in the city.
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national holiday.

“I feel Juneteenth is the
first step towards offering a
space for citizens and neigh-
bors to come together and
have the ability to reflect and
understand the challenges
that our history contains,”
Garcia said. “Because the
truth is I feel that it’s import-
ant to remember that even
though our history isn’t per-
fect, it is now up to us to
have the conversation and
understand their’s still plen-
ty of work still to be done,
and with Holyoke being a
non-traditional city, we will
always offer the opportuni-
ty to celebrate all walks of

life, because no

. matter the back-
ground everyone
is always wel-

come, and
that’s a mes-

sage I will continue to pro-
vide while we pursue a better
future, compared to the past
we have left behind.”

Echoing similar senti-
ments was Museum Director
Megan Seiler.

“So this is our 4th year,
and were really excited to
have Eshu Bumpus back for
storytime, we got DJ Pzo
Pete back, we got Voices of
Praise, and we feel it’s our
goal to raise the bar from
the year prior, while hold-
ing onto the value of know-
ing it’s truly a special honor
to have the platform to play
host to this event, while
staying true to honoring and

Pastor Bernard Smith from
Bethlehem Baptist Community
Church takes the mic.

Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

respecting the importance of
Juneteenth.” She then con-
tinued her thoughts, shar-
ing, “We all feel and want
this holiday to be celebrat-
ed for what it truly is, while
understanding what this rep-
resents not only to our com-
munity but the country as
well, because it’s important
to remember that represen-
tation matters,” Seiler said.
“And we feel this is a day
of connection as we offer
and extend the invite to
other organizations to have
a chance to showcase their
work, and celebrate actual
freedom.”

She then pivoted to
discuss the initial along the
fence line interactive art
exhibit, which caught the
attention of many throughout
the afternoon.

“So today we are creat-
ing and allowing those here
to join and partake in ‘On
The Fence Line’ art exhib-
it,” she said. “The process
is really cool, the premise
is you come up, create a
painting, and then later
on, on it becomes a

fence line exhibit, so
you can you walk can
walk and learn about
influential black peo-
ple from the region
and the country. So
later on, we look to

See CELEBRATE page 12
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Man
found
dead in
motel

HOLYOKE - The
Massachusetts State Police
Detective Unit assigned
to the Hampden District
Attorney’s Office, in con-
junction with the Holyoke
Police Department and
Hartford Connecticut Police
Department, investigated
the death of a Connecticut
man at a Holyoke motel on
Thursday, June 18.

At approximately 8
a.m., investigators were noti-
fied that a vehicle sought in
connection with a homicide
investigation in Hartford,
Connecticut, had been locat-
ed at a motel in Holyoke.
The vehicle was initial-
ly observed by an off-duty
Massachusetts State Police
dispatcher who recognized
it while driving home from
work and reported the
sighting to authorities. The
vehicle, a 2024 Mitsubishi
Outlander, had been identi-
fied by the Hartford Police
Department as being associ-
ated with Chad Petitpas, 46,
of Uncasville, Connecticut.

See MOTEL, page 10

Data center incentives
halted by governor

By Brendan Rooney
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - In addi-
tion, adding to the over-
all narrative in terms of
Data Centers in the com-
monwealth, last week,
Gov. Maura Healey did
announce that she will not
accept applications for
data center tax incentives
until further notice, as she
simultaneously rolled out
the guidance that she had
pledged would focus on
energy independence and
environmental impacts.

According to reports,
Healey said the hold on
applications for the 20-year
sales and use tax exemption
for qualified data centers,
which she agreed to as part
of a 2024 economic devel-
opment law, will remain in
effect “until we have strong
protections in place for our
residents and communities
against higher gas and elec-
tric bills.”

Final regulations
launched the exemption last
month, but Healey’s admin-
istration said it had not yet
received any applications
for the incentives.

“Data centers can
support innovation and
economic growth, but if
developers want to build in

Massachusetts, they need to
first demonstrate that they
can do so without driving
up costs or harming our
communities,” Healey said.
In addition, the Healey
administration has pub-
licly acknowledged that
it has embraced the arti-
ficial intelligence indus-
try that is driving much of
the data center boom but
remains steadfast in ensur-
ing to shore up state envi-
ronmental protections. As
last month during a radio
interview, this month
Healey laid out her “abso-
lutely imperative” guiding
principles for data centers:
“you can’t suck energy off
the grid and hurt other rate-
payers, and you can’t do
harm to our environment,
especially when it comes
to water.” Adding to this,
Healey’s framework also
states that data center proj-
ects “are expected to bring
their own clean energy,
avoid shifting or increas-
ing costs to other energy
consumers, protect envi-
ronmental and community
health, avoid placing addi-
tional environmental and
social burdens on already
Burdened Areas, and con-
tribute meaningfully to the
local and state economy
and clean energy goals.”

HOLYOKE - Stomp
through the Connecticut
River Valley and beyond
to uncover the local histo-
ry of dinosaurs at an array
of dinosaur events. Dino
Trail Week is being held
July 11 to 19, with so many
events to explore. Events
are being hosted by Piti
Theatre, Pocumtuck Valley
Memorial Association,

the Beneski Museum of
Natural History, Springfield
Museums, Wistariahurst
Museum, Great Falls
Discovery Center, Jurassic
Roadshow, Dinosaur State
Park, and The Trustees of
Reservations’ Dinosaur
Footprints in Holyoke. These
organizations offer a series
of family-friendly events to
engage people of all ages

Dino Trail Week stomps back in July

with our region’s unique
dinos and local history. All
events are free or free with
general admission tickets.
Last year, these orga-
nizations joined forces to
create the Connecticut River
Valley’s own Dino Trail,
with its own Dino Trail
Week, which drew 500+

See DINO, page 10



» InThe News

State Senator John Velis files bill related to data centers

HOLYOKE - As
Massachusetts continues
to navigate rising utility
demands and the accelerat-
ing growth of the datacenter
industry, State Senator John
C. Velis today announced the
filing of a comprehensive
amendment to ensure that
data centers—not residents,
local communities, or small
businesses—bear the full cost
of all electricity and water
consumption.

The amendment, which
inserts a new section into
M.G.L. Chapter 164, estab-
lishes firm ratepayer protec-
tions, wateruse safeguards,
and full financial account-

ability for any data cen-
ter operating at or above 20
megawatts. These legislative
efforts come after contin-
ued public advocacy from
Senator Velis on this issue.
“Massachusetts must
continue to be a nation-
al leader in technological
advancement. But inno-
vation cannot—and will
not—come at the expense of
our residents,” said Senator
Velis. “Families are already
feeling financial pressure,
and no community should be
asked to subsidize the stag-
gering electric and water
needs of these massive facil-
ities. This amendment makes

one thing clear: data centers
must pay their own way.”

Key Provisions of
Amendment #140 — Data
Center Cost Responsibility

The newly filed amend-
ment requires:

e Full electricinfrastruc-
ture cost responsibility —
Data centers must cover
all direct and indirect util-
ity system costs associated
with serving their facilities.
No portion may be shifted
onto ratepayers.

* Binding costrecovery
and financialassurance mech-
anisms — Each data center
must enter enforceable agree-
ments and provide finan-

cial security to guarantee
full reimbursement of utili-
ty infrastructure and service
costs.

e Transparency and
reporting standards —
Electric distribution compa-
nies must separately track
and report all datacenterre-
lated expenses, engineering
studies, and costallocation
analyses.

* Mandatory watercom-
patibility reviews — Before
any municipal contract is
approved, a facility must
obtain a Water Compatibility
Statement certifying that its
usage will not jeopardize
local drinkingwater reliability.

* Droughtresponse
requirements — Data cen-
ters must adhere to local
and state droughtmanage-
ment mandates, reducing
water usage during declared
drought periods just as large
industrial users must.

e Annual publicsupply
reporting — Facilities must
provide annual summaries of
total withdrawals, reclaimed-
water use, and estimated
consumption to local water
suppliers.

Filed to legislation being
taken up by the Senate this
week, the amendment from
Senator Velis will be con-
sidered during the Senate’s

debate tomorrow. Senator
Velis also noted he will con-
tinue to pursue this issue
regardless of the amend-
ment’s outcome.

“This amendment is
about fairness, account-
ability, and ensuring that
Massachusetts communi-
ties are never left footing
the bill,” Velis added. “I’'m
grateful for the collabo-
rative work done so far by
state agencies, municipali-
ties, and my colleagues in
the legislature, and I will
continue pushing for bal-
anced, responsible oversight
of datacenter development
statewide.”

HMC recognized for excellence

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Medical Center (HMC)
has once again received
the American Heart
Association’s Get With
The Guidelines - Stroke
Gold Plus quality achieve-
ment award. The hospi-
tal has received this award
based on their commitment
to ensuring people experi-
encing stroke receive timely,
appropriate treatment based
on nationally recognized,
research-based guidelines,
ultimately helping to save
lives and reduce disability.
HMC has been recognized
annually with Get With The
Guidelines Stroke awards
since 2007.

HMC also received
the American Heart
Association’s Target: Stroke
Elite Plus award. To qualify
for this recognition, hospitals
must meet specific criteria
that reduce the time between
an eligible patient’s arrival
at the hospital and treatment

with thrombolytic therapy.
Additionally, HMC
received the American
Heart Association’s Target:
Type 2 Diabetes™ Honor
Roll award. Target: Type 2
Diabetes aims to ensure
patients with Type 2 diabe-
tes, who might be at high-
er risk for complications,
receive the most up-to-date,
evidence-based care when
hospitalized due to stroke.
As a Primary Stroke
Center, HMC meets specific
scientific guidelines featuring
a comprehensive system for
rapid diagnosis and treatment
of stroke patients admitted to
the emergency department.
HMC also educates patients
to help them manage their
health and recovery at home.
Stroke is the number
four cause of death and a
leading cause of disability
in the United States, accord-
ing to the American Heart
Association’s 2026 Heart
Disease and Stroke Statistics

Report. A stroke occurs
when a blood vessel supply-
ing the brain is blocked by
a clot or ruptures, prevent-
ing blood and oxygen from
reaching brain tissue. When
this happens, brain cells
begin to die. Early detection
and rapid treatment are crit-
ical to improving survival,
minimizing disability and
supporting faster recovery.

Get With The
Guidelines brings the exper-
tise of the American Heart
Association and American
Stroke Association into hos-
pitals nationwide, helping
ensure patient care is aligned
with the latest research- and
evidence-based guidelines.
Get With The Guidelines -
Stroke is an in-hospital pro-
gram designed to improve
stroke care through con-
sistent adherence to these
guidelines, which can min-
imize long-term effects of
stroke and help prevent
death.

Holyoke Community College president,
board selected for national collaborative

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College
President George Timmons
and the HCC Board of
Trustees have been select-
ed to join the second cohort
of the Aspen Presidents &
Trustees Collaborative.

This year-long ini-
tiative, led by the Aspen
Institute College Excellence
Program, brings togeth-
er colleges nationwide
to strengthen alignment
between boards and pres-
idential leadership and
advance long-term student
success.

Through this collabora-
tion, President Timmons and

HCC trustees will engage
with national experts and
peer institutions, learning
from best practices of Aspen
Prize-winning colleges and
leveraging Aspen’s Trustee
Framework. The goal is to
build sustainable governance
practices that drive mean-
ingful reforms in student
success.

According to the Aspen
Institute, “Aspen’s research
into community college
excellence reveals that long-
term, scaled change depends
on college presidents and
trustees having a shared
understanding of why stu-
dent-outcome reforms are
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needed, agreeing on priori-
tized reform strategies, and
aligning their review of met-
rics, policies, and budgets to
those priorities.”

The Aspen Institute
College Excellence Program
aims to strengthen higher
education leadership and
practice to improve student
outcomes, with the ultimate
goal of advancing econom-
ic mobility and developing
talent for the good of each
individual and society as a
whole.

Learn more about the
program: https://as.pn/pres-
identsandtrusteescollabora-
tive.

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.
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Women’s Fund of Western Massachusetts
awards $195,000 in local area grants

SPRINGFIELD - The
Women’s Fund of Western
Massachusetts (The Fund) is
pleased to announce $195,000
in general cycle grant awards
to 17 organizations serving
women, girls, and gender-di-
verse people across Berkshire,
Franklin, Hampden, and
Hampshire counties in June.

The Fund’s total fis-
cal-year grant cycle, between
August 2025 and June 2026,
awarded $450,000 in com-
munity investment grants that
were distributed throughout
the 4-county region.

The Fund highlight-
ed their 30-year anniversa-
ry of grantmaking to reflect
on decades-long partner-
ships throughout Western
Massachusetts, while invit-
ing new partners to expand
its network. “This is an
opportunity to reflect on 30
years of grantmaking,” says
Kelley Bryant, Director of
Grantmaking and Impact at
the Fund. “The Community
Investments committee,
board, and staff sought to
invest in close partners and
new partners that sustain
local communities and fuel

gender equity in Western
Massachusetts.”

Julia Keosaian, Executive
Director of Berkshire Nursing
Families, adds, “This sup-
port strengthens our abili-
ty to provide free, compas-
sionate perinatal and lacta-
tion care to families across
our region during one of the
most vulnerable and trans-
formative times of their lives.
Maternal and child health in
the Berkshires depends on the
kind of sustained, communi-
ty-centered investment that
the Women’s Fund has cham-
pioned—and we’re proud to
be partners in that work.”

Turmoil in the national
funding landscape is causing
instability for organizations
providing direct support in
the region. “This investment
in our organization comes at
a meaningful time...flexible
funding such as this allows us
to remain responsive, innova-
tive, and grounded in our mis-
sion of supporting and uplift-
ing our community,” says
Jasarah Burgos, Executive
Director, Enlace de Familias /
Holyoke Family Network.

Grantees from this cycle

reflect The Fund’s focus
areas of leadership, eco-
nomic security, and freedom
from gender-based violence.
The awarded organizations
include: Amherst Survival
Center, Arise for Social
Justice, Berkshire Nursing
Families, Community Action
Pioneer Valley, Enlace de
Familias/Holyoke Family
Network, Flying Cloud
Institute, Gardening the
Community, Girls Inc. of
the Valley, Girls on the
Run, Neighbor to Neighbor,
Northampton Survival Center,
Planned Parenthood - Western
Massachusetts Health Center
of Springfield, Rites of
Passage and Empowerment,
Salasin Project, The Care
Center, The Heartwing
Center, and Volunteers in
Medicine Berkshires.

Grant funding is pro-
vided by donors and foun-
dations that rely on The
Fund’s knowledge of region-
al gender-equity challenges
and expertise in identifying
promising solutions. Support
gender equity and become a
donor at mywomensfund.org/
give-now/.

Trinity United brings back summer concert series

SPRINGFIELD - After
a several-year hiatus, the
historic Summer Carillon
Concert Series is returning
to Trinity United Methodist
Church, 361 Sumner
Avenue, Springfield, with
concerts each Thursday eve-
ning in July at 7 p.m. The
concerts are free and open to
the public.

“Following a hiatus
due to the COVID pandem-
ic, summer Carillon con-
certs at Trinity are resum-
ing,” said Dr. Bruce Glenny,
Director of Music Ministries
at Trinity United Methodist
Church. “With bells weigh-
ing up to 8,000 pounds, our
nearly 100-year-old caril-
lon will again ring on each
Thursday evening in July.”

Guests are encouraged
to bring lawn chairs or blan-
kets, a picnic dinner, and
non-alcoholic beverages.
Complimentary water and
desserts will be provided by
the church, and food trucks
will be available beginning
at 6 p.m.

This year’s concert
series features an outstand-
ing lineup of nationally and
internationally recognized
carillonneurs: Check out
their details on our website:

www.trintysprigfield.org

e July 2: Ellen
Dickinson

University Carillonneur
at Yale University and
Trinity College Hartford

e July 9: Margaret
Angelini

College Carillonneur at
Wellesley College

* July 16: Jeremy Ng

Recent Yale University
graduate who studied caril-
lon performance in Belgium

e July 23: Jennifer
Hermann

Boston-area attor-
ney and freelance carillon-
neur performing regularly
throughout New England.

e July 30: Paul Stelben

Philadelphia-based free-
lance carillonneur and pub-
lished arranger of music for
the carillon.

Trinity’s carillon has
been an important musical
and architectural landmark
in Springfield for nearly a
century. The instrument
was given to the church
and the Springfield com-
munity by prominent busi-
nessman Horace A. Moses.
The Springfield Republican
reported on April 27, 1927,
that Moses announced plans
for what was then described

as a 60-bell carillon weigh-
ing approximately 48,000
pounds. The article noted
that Moses envisioned the
bells as “a gift to the com-
munity as a whole rather
than to Trinity church itself.”

The carillon was ded-
icated on September 11,
1928. Cast by the renowned
British foundry Taylor, the
instrument today consists
of 48 bells and includes an
identical practice console.

In 2024, the carillon
underwent a major resto-
ration by Meeks, Watson &
Company LLC. The 2026
concert season comes just
two years after that resto-
ration and serves as an early
celebration leading toward
the carillon’s 100th anniver-
sary in 2028.

“The carillon has
been part of Springfield’s
soundscape for nearly a
century,” said Dr. Glenny.
“These concerts celebrate
not only a remarkable musi-
cal instrument, but also the
generosity of Horace A.
Moses and the community
that has preserved this trea-
sure for future generations.
We are delighted to once
again share its music with
the city.”
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HMC wins patient experience award

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Medical Center, an inde-
pendent community hospi-
tal, was recently named the
winner of the 2026 Swaay.
Health Patient Experience
Program of the Year Award.
The award was presented
at the annual Swaay.Health
LIVE event in Foxboro,
MA.

The Swaay.Health
Awards celebrate the
achievements, excellence,
and creativity of healthcare
marketers, PR professionals,
communications leaders,

and patient experience advo-
cates nationwide. Holyoke
Medical Center was rec-
ognized specifically for
the hospital’s mobile pre-
check process, which allows
patients to provide their
personal registration infor-
mation directly and securely
through cell phone, comput-
er, in-office kiosk or iPad.
The process begins with
an appointment reminder
message via text or email
a few days in advance with
a secure link to the mobile
registration.

“Holyoke Medical
Center is at the forefront
of using technology to
improve the patient experi-
ence,” says Carl Cameron,
Executive Vice President
and Chief Operating Officer
of Holyoke Medical Center
and Valley Health Systems.
“We are very proud of our
team, those patient-facing as
well as behind the scenes,
for working together and
creating a better, secure,
more private process for our
patients.”

This award goes to the

provider organization that
puts patients at the heart of
everything. It’s for the pro-
gram that turns everyday
care into an experience that
feels personal, seamless, and
respectful. Through inno-
vative technology, compas-
sionate design, and a com-
mitment to truly listening,
the winner proves that when
patients feel heard and cared
for, everybody wins.

The 2026 awards pro-
gram was highly competi-
tive, making the recognition
particularly meaningful.

“Winning a Swaay.
Health Award is no small
feat. We received hundreds
of high-quality nominations.
This year’s winners were
truly the best of the best,”
said Colin Hung, Editor-in-
Chief at Swaay.Health.

“Swaay.Health has
always been about lifting
each other up,” explained
John Lynn, founder of
Swaay.Health. “We feel it
is our duty to share the good
work being done by others
so that we can all learn. The
2026 winners are inspiring.”

In The News ¢

Restoration
grave work

continues

HOLYOKE - The
Veterans Services will host
a graves restoration event
on Saturday, July 18, at the
Calvary Cemetery, 2140
Northampton Street. The
event will begin at 10 am.
Rain Date will be July 25.
Tools and supplies will be
provided. There are no haz-
ardous chemicals used in the
process of restoration. Contact
Wayne Klinge at klingew @
holyoke.org or 413-322-5630.

Behavioral Health expert offers heat safety tips to he

HOLYOKE - With
Massachusetts experiencing
another period of extreme
heat, MiraVista Behavioral
Health Center is reminding
community members that
high temperatures can pose
unique health risks for indi-
viduals taking certain medi-
cations used to treat mental
health conditions.

While anyone can
become ill during periods of
excessive heat, some psychi-
atric medications may affect
the body’s ability to regulate
temperature, reduce sweating,
or increase the risk of dehy-
dration. MiraVista is encour-
aging patients, caregivers,
and healthcare providers to
be especially mindful of heat
safety and to recognize the
warning signs of heat-related
illness.

“Many psychiatric
medications are both safe
and effective, but some can
make it more difficult for
the body to regulate tem-
perature or maintain prop-
er hydration,” said Kenneth
Richmond, MD, MSOL,

FAPA, Medical Director of
MiraVista Behavioral Health
Center. “During periods of
extreme heat, patients should
take extra precautions, stay
well hydrated, and never stop
taking their medication with-
out first speaking with their
healthcare provider.”

Dr. Richmond empha-
sized that medications should
never be discontinued or
adjusted because of hot
weather without first consult-
ing the prescribing clinician.

“Behavioral health
doesn’t exist separately
from physical health,” Dr.
Richmond added. “Something
as simple as staying hydrat-
ed, recognizing the early signs
of heat illness, and checking
in on a loved one during a
heat wave can help prevent
a medical emergency. If you
have questions about your
medications or how they may
be affected by extreme tem-
peratures, reach out to your
healthcare provider before
making any changes.”

Tips for Staying Safe

e Drink water regular-

ly throughout the day, even
before you feel thirsty.

e Spend time in air-con-
ditioned buildings whenever
possible.

e Wear lightweight,
loose-fitting clothing.

* Avoid prolonged out-
door activity during the hot-
test hours of the day.

* Check on family mem-
bers, friends, neighbors, and
others who may be more vul-
nerable to heat-related illness.

Know the
Warning Signs

Seek immediate medical
attention if you or someone
you know experiences:

e Confusion or unusual
drowsiness

¢ Dizziness or fainting

* Severe headache

* Nausea or vomiting

* Muscle cramps

* Rapid heartbeat

* Difficulty cooling down
despite being indoors or in
the shade

* A high body tempera-
ture or loss of consciousness

“Summer should be a
time for enjoying the out-

doors and spending time
with family and friends,”
Dr. Richmond added. “With
a little extra awareness and
preparation, most heat-related
illnesses can be prevented.”

MiraVista Behavioral
Health Center encourages
anyone with concerns about
their medications or behav-
ioral health to speak with
their healthcare provider.
Those experiencing a medical
emergency should call 911
immediately.

p prevent serious illness

HOLYOKE -
Second Annual Holyoke
Elks Music Festival will take
place on Sunday, July 19
from 12 to 6 p.m. located at
250 Whitney Ave.

Enjoy an afternoon of
outstanding live music fea-
turing some of the area’s
favorite bands and perform-
ers across three separate
venues (weather permitting),
including:

The

* The 60’s Experience

* 91 South

e Joe Canata and The
Memories

* CO2

e Patty Curran and Dave
Motroni (from Off The
Record)

* Midnight Ramblers

* The Storytellers

e Union Jack British
Invasion Band

Tickets are $20 for

Second Annual Elks Music Festival set for July 19

adults, $5 for children ages
5-12, and free for children
under 5. Tickets are avail-
able at the Holyoke Elks
Rathskellar Bar and a limited
number will be available the
day of the event.

Join us for a wonderful
afternoon of great music,
food, and fellowship at one
of Holyoke’s most treasured
and valuable assets, the
Holyoke Lodge of Elks #902.

We're branching out.
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By Russell Gloor

SOCIAL SECURITY

When should my wife

claim Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

We could use guid-
ance on optimum dates for
my spouse to begin taking
Social Security.

She doesn’t have
enough work credits on her
own, so she will be using
mine for spousal benefits.
I was born in 1955, and 1
now get $3,886 in monthly
SS benefits.

My wife was born in
1961. We currently receive
about $50,000 per year in
royalties and VA disabili-
ty payments that will stop
upon my death.

So, with that in mind,
can you suggest opti-
mum dates for my wife to
claim, based on my pro-
Jjected death in early 2027
or early 2030? My wife is
very healthy and will likely
live beyond 2040.

Of course no one can
predict their own pass-
ing; these are just random
dates I came up with based
on probabilities with my
health issues.

Signed: Planning Ahead

Dear Planning Ahead:

Life expectancy and
financial need are prima-
ry factors for your wife to
consider at this point, plus
whether she is now work-
ing. Her Full Retirement
Age for Social Security
purposes is age 67 and, if
she takes her spouse bene-
fit before that, the monthly
amount will be reduced by
about 8.3% for each year
early, and she will also be
subject to Social Security’s
Annual Earning Test,
which limits how much
she can earn from working
prior to reaching her FRA.

Statistically, your
wife’s life expectancy is
about 87 that’s average lon-
gevity for a woman your
wife’s current age. Even
though she isn’t eligible
for her own SS retirement
benefits, she can still get a
spousal benefit while you
are both living and will get
an even higher surviving
spouse benefit when you
die.

That’s because her
spousal benefit while
both living will be based
on 50% of your Full
Retirement Age entitle-
ment, but your wife’s sur-
viving spouse benefits
when you die will be based
upon 100% of the benefit
you were receiving at your
death.

Generally, if you
believe you will pass with-
in the next few years and
your wife isn’t working,
her best option would be
to claim her regular spouse
benefit now.

Although she will ini-
tially get less than 50% of
your FRA entitlement, that
amount will be replaced
automatically by her higher
survivor benefit when you
pass. Depending on her age
when you pass, she will
get the full $3,886 month-
ly amount you are receiv-
ing at your death plus any
COLA yet to be awarded.

If that happens before
she reaches her full retire-
ment age, her monthly sur-
vivor amount will be actu-
arially reduced based upon
how far before her FRA it
is claimed. Generally, the
survivor benefit reduc-
tion will be about 4.75%
for each full year claimed
early about .396% for each
month early.

So, to a large degree,
your wife’s options for
spouse and survivor ben-

efits are based on your
expected longevity. If you
have reason to believe you
will pass within the next
few years, then your wife
should probably claim her
spousal benefit now while
you are both living.

Because she is a bit
shy of 65 years old, her ini-
tial SS spouse benefit will
be reduced she’ll get about
42% of your FRA bene-
fit amount, instead of the
50% she would get if she
claimed at age 67.

She can collect that
amount until you die, at
which time she will receive
her survivor’s benefit as
your widow. If she has
reached age 67 when that
happens, your wife’s bene-
fit will become the same as
yours was when you died,
the $3,986, plus any COLA
since awarded.

And she will collect
that higher SS survivor
benefit for the remainder
of her life which, from
what you’ve shared, would
likely be about 20+ years.
Assuming her life expec-
tancy is at least average,
that is how your wife
would get the most cumu-
lative Social Security bene-
fits over her lifetime.

As you have said, no
one can predict how long
they will live, but from the
information you’ve provid-
ed, I expect that the above
would likely be your wife’s
best Social Security strat-
egy. And, for the record, I
admire you exploring your
wife’s options in advance.
I hope this answers your
question, but rest assured
we are always here if you
need any further informa-
tion.

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for information
purposes and does not
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained
and accredited by the
National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfoun-
dation.org/programs/
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org.
Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Reminiscing bring

y husband and
I were sit-
ting on

the porch remi-
niscing.

To be
honest 1
felt a bit
melan- |
choly.
Where
has time
gone?

With
empty
nesting
feeling
like it’s
right around
the corner, it’s
easy to drift back in
time and wish just for
a moment that the kids were
little again.

Boy, did we read lots
of books. I remember one
of the girls’ favorites was
“Butterfly Count” by Sneed
B. Collard III.

In honor of “days gone
by,” enjoy this column right
out of the archives

The basic premise of
the book highlights the
North American Butterfly
Association’s Fourth of July
butterfly count with a sim-
ple story of a mother and
daughter counting butterflies
at a prairie restoration site
named after the girl’s great
great-grandmother Nora
Belle.

When Nora traveled
west as a child, “regal frit-
illaries by the thousands
danced over the bluestem
grasses, setting the prairie
afire with butterfly wings”
yet today they are gone,
“their prairie homes are
farms and houses now.”
The story ends with mother
and daughter finding the rare
butterfly in an undisturbed
area of the preserve,
the tiny cem-
etery in which
her great
great-grand-
parents are
buried.

Reading the book got
me thinking about what we
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By Ellenor Downer - /- S

ohn Kunhardt
JBelchertown took this

photo of a northern
yellow warbler near Lake

BA

Wallace in Belchertown.

Northern yellow warblers
are small, evenly propor-
tioned songbirds with medi-
um-length tails and rounded
heads. They are 4.7 to 5.1
inches long. For a warbler,
the straight, thin bill is rela-
tively large.

Northern yellow warblers
are uniformly yellow birds.
Males are a bright, egg-yolk
yellow with reddish streaks

4 e JULY3,2026 * The Holyoke Sun

N d

on the underparts. Females
are also yellow but appear
slightly duller.

Both sexes flash yellow
patches in the tail. The face
is unmarked, accentuating the
large black eye.

People may look for
these warblers near the tops
of tall shrubs and small trees.

They forage restlessly,
with quick hops along small
branches and twigs to glean
caterpillars and other insects.
Males sing their sweet, whis-
tled songs from high perches.

Northern yellow warblers

e

*

could do as gar-
deners to encourage
healthy butter-
fly populations.
According
to the North
American
Butterfly
Association
it isn’t enough to simply
choose specific flowering
“nectar” plants to attract but-
terflies, we must also choose
plants that will feed caterpil-
lars- that way we are provid-
ing for the entire life cycle of
the insect.

Some of the best nectar
plants for our area include
native wildflowers such as
boneset, Joe-pye-weed, milk-
weed, black-eyed Susan and
purple coneflower. Other
common wildflowers like
hawkweed, ox-eye daisy and
Queen Anne’s Lace make
good nectar plants as well.

Top caterpillar food
plants for our region include
carrot, dill, parsley, fennel,
milkweed, nasturtium
and verbena.

The largest
number of but-

S butterflies to mind

terfly species will be drawn
to our yards if we imitate
how plants grow in
the wild. To do
so, we should
install a diverse
mixture of
trees, shrubs,
perennial
and annual
flowers and herbs that
bloom throughout the
growing season.
Trees such as
aspens, willows, poplars,
and wild cherry make great
host plants for caterpillars. In
addition, they give butterflies
shelter from the wind, pro-
tection from predators and
spots to roost at night.

A good habitat should
also include some form of
water source that will pro-
vide butterflies with addi-
tional moisture when dew
and rain are scarce. “The
Family Butterfly Book”
by Rick Mikula (Storey
Publishing, $29.95) offers
a fun project to make with
your kids called a waterless
pond.

Line a shallow hole in
the garden with a trash bag,
fill it with stones and add
water. Dew will collect on
the rocks in the morning and
slide down the cracks.

Butterflies can land on
the rocks and sip water from
the crevices. Put a narrow

band of sand around your
pond and this area will
serve double-duty as a
“puddling station,” a
place for male butter-
flies to imbibe salts and
minerals in preparation
for mating.

Another import-
ant feature in a butter-
fly garden is a basking
station. To be able to
fly, these solar powered
creatures must warm up.

In fact,
Mikula reports
that their flight
muscles must
achieve 83
degrees before lift-off!

Light colored stepping

See GARDEN, page 5

Northern yellow warbler

breed in shrubby thickets and
woods, particularly along
watercourses and in wetlands.
Common trees include wil-
lows, alders and cottonwoods
across North America

In winter these warblers
inhabit a variety of wooded
habitats including mangroves,
deciduous forests and tropi-
cal evergreen forests, as well
as gardens, town plazas, sec-
ond growth, brushy pastures,
hedgerows, agricultural lands

and plantations.

Their song sounds like
“sweet-sweet-sweet, I’'m so
sweet.”

Yellow warblers usually
build their nests in shrubs or
small trees, typically 3 to 10
feet above the ground. The
nest is often placed in dense
foliage, making it difficult for
predators to spot.

They commonly select
willows, alders or other
shrubs near water. The sur-
rounding leaves provide cam-
ouflage and protection from
harsh weather.

A typical yellow warbler
clutch contains about three to
five pale greenish or bluish
white eggs with small brown
or gray speckles.

The female incubates
the eggs for roughly 11 to
12 days, rarely leaving the
nest except to feed. Once the
chicks hatch, both parents
help feed them.
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Feeding mealworms

After seeing a pair of
bluebirds, I started putting
out mealworms on the pic-
nic table every day. I figured
black bears would not bother
with mealworms.

I was right and the birds
ate them up quickly. Yes, the
bluebirds came for the meal-
worms, but so did two cat-
birds and a male robin.

The other day the pair of
catbirds landed on the table as
I spread out the mealworms.
I’ve noticed them check the
table for mealworms before I
put them out.

Red-shouldered hawk

A woman in
Montgomery reported a
red-shouldered hawk in her
yard. It’s one of the most
distinctively marked com-
mon hawks with barred red-
dish-peachy underparts and a

See BIRDS, page 5



By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

etting out of the hos-
pital is good. Having
to return a week or a

month later? Not so much.

With all of the attention
hospitals and the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid
Services (CMS) give to reduc-
ing rehospitalization rates,
it’s still a major challenge in
health care. Discharge pro-
tocols, prevention strategies
and penalties levied by CMS
only go so far. Patients and
their families have a big role
to play.

And some need more
help than they’re perhaps will-
ing to admit.

Hospital readmissions
are often the result of a com-
plex web of factors involved
in transitioning from hos-
pital to home, meaning that
pinning down numbers and

VOour
healtn

exact causes is difficult.
Researchers have identified
the major reasons, generally
broken down into medical or
clinical factors and the “tran-
sition “\gap.”

Certain chronic condi-
tions, such as heart failure
and COPD, are most often
involved in readmission
within 30 days. Older, frail
patients, those with multiple
and complex conditions, those
who experience surgical com-
plications or who have dis-
eases that gradually worsen
are some of the most frequent
readmissions.

What I've seen as a pri-
vate patient advocate, how-
ever, has more to do with the
gaps between hospital care
and home care. This is where
careful planning and commu-
nication, along with support

from loved ones or an advo-
cate, can make all the dif-
ference in keeping you from
being a “frequent flyer.”

One of the most common
reasons for hospital read-
mission is mismanagement
of medications. Getting dis-
charged sometimes means
being presented with a more
complicated medication reg-
imen. You're told to stop tak-
ing some things, start these
others, and take this one twice
a day. If someone isn’t there
to ask what the meds do and
confirm how they’re supposed
to be taken, medications can
literally fall through the cracks

Other issues with medi-
cations are affordability, side
effects, a patient’s vision or
cognitive decline, and poly-
pharmacy, the problem of
multiple medications pre-
scribed by different provid-
ers that shouldn’t be taken
together.

Another major gap is
in follow-up care. During a
discharge planning meeting,
patients are often instructed to
follow up with their primary
care provider within seven to
10 days. Enforcing this, how-
ever, is hit-and-miss. Some

patients may not have a pri-
mary. Some may not have a
ride to the doctor’s office.

Ideally, the primary care
practice will reach out after a
hospitalization for follow-up,
but if there’s poor coordina-
tion between the hospital and
the provider, this may not
happen, especially if they hap-
pen to be in different health
systems.

Then there’s the dis-
charge process itself. Some
hospitals do a great job with
this, assigning certain nurs-
es to spend as much time as
needed to help patients and
families understand what
needs to be done. But some-
times, it’s a very rushed
five-minute conversation
leaving a lot of questions on
the table.

If discharge instructions
are too complex or not provid-
ed in a patient-friendly way,
it becomes more difficult to
recognize “red flag” symp-
toms before they become seri-
ous enough to require another
hospital stay.

In my experience, some
patients — eager to get home —
are less than honest about the
support system they have in

In The News ¢

Get out and stay out (of the hospital)

place. They may tell the dis-
charge nurse that, of course,
they can handle their personal
needs (hygiene, meals, etc.),
but if that’s not the case, that
patient may be facing a quick
round-trip to the hospital.
If you don’t have support at
home, the hospital’s social
worker or a patient advocate
can help get it arranged.

The transition gap is
sometimes wider because of
what researchers call “social
determinants of health”: Does
the patient live alone? Are
they uninsured? Do they need
an interpreter because English
isn’t their first language? Do
they have transportation to
follow-up appointments? Can
they afford groceries need-
ed for a healthier diet? All of
these are critical issues, and
they don’t necessarily make
it into the patient’s medical
record.

The hospitals don’t want
to see you back, so they are
increasingly turning to our
old friend A L to develop pre-
dictive tools that help them
understand which patients are
at the highest risk of return-
ing before they even leave the
hospital. One such measure is

the LACE Index, which looks
at length of stay, acuity of
admission, comorbidities and
emergency department visits.

The effectiveness of these
tools is not yet where it needs
to be, unfortunately. So it’s
up to us humans — patients,
families, medical profession-
als and advocates alike — to
recognize post-hospital speed-
bumps and do all we can to
avoid them.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, R.N., a regis-
tered nurse and board-cer-
tified patient advocate,
is the founder of www.
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com, which trains medi-
cal professionals to become
successful private patient
advocates. A Monson,
MA resident, she is the
author of “How to Be a
Healthcare Advocate for
Yourself & Your Loved
Ones” and her new book,
“Advocating Well: Strategies
for Finding Strength and
Understanding in Health
Care,” available at Amazon.
com. Contact her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com to set up a free phone
consultation.

BIRDS, from page 4

strongly banded tail.
Wild turkey encounter

My daughter, Paula, was
walking her dog, JoJo on the
rail trail in Gilbertville along
the river. A hen turkey was
hidden on the side of the trail.
She states, “When JoJo and
I ran by, she flew up. One of
the babies panicked and start-
ed running after mom flew
off, which caused mom to
charge at us making a bunch
of noise.”

She states, “JoJo and I
sprinted a good 20 feet before
she decided we weren’t a
threat anymore.”

She continues, “But
this was definitely the clos-
es encounter we’ve ever had.
JoJo now ranks turkeys in the
‘scary’ category along with
Canada geese.”

Brimfield birds

A Brimfield resident
emailed, “A pair of yel-
low-bellied sapsuckers spent
a few days visiting a native

dogwood tree in the yard
awhile back. And we have
seen a few warblers, a com-
mon yellowthroat checked
me out when I was working
in the garden yesterday. We
have at least two male hum-
mingbirds visiting the yard
and feeders and at least one
female.”

He stated, “I saw a
female rose-breasted gros-
beak collecting nesting mate-
rial so I’'m going to look for
a nest. Several years ago I
found a grosbeak nest near
our shed.”

Osprey

The Brimfield resident
stated in his email, “The
Osprey nest in Warren looks
like the chicks have hatched
based on the behavior of an
adult at the nest yesterday.
In the past it is usually mid
June before I see chicks in
the nest. When they are very
young osprey chicks mostly
lay down in the nest waiting
to be fed.”

He reported four great

blue heron nests at the pond
I visit in Warren where the
Ospreys nest.

Bird count

The Brimfield resident
also stated, “The Allen Bird
Club of Springfield does a
spring bird count each year
in mid May. We use the
Christmas Bird Count count
circle, I have covered Ludlow
since 1989. I only managed
50 species this year, partly
because my hearing isn’t
what it use to be.”

He stated, “I did man-
age to find a Tennessee and
Parula warbler, about a dozen
yellow-rumped warblers, two
common loons, one each sol-
itary and spotted sandpiper
and a black-billed cuckoo. I
hadn’t seen a cuckoo in a few
years.”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to
Barre Gazette, P.O. Box 448,
Barre, MA 01005.

GARDEN, from page 4

stones placed about the
garden will W
reflect
the sun, N O\ f
allow - N
ing the
insects
upper and
lower wing |
surfaces to ¢
heat up at | 1
the same time. “ |
After \
researching this arti-

cle I realize just how little
I know about butterflies.
Luckily, some of the plants
mentioned above already
grow on my property,
| and butterflies often fre-
quent the premises.

For more infor-

. mation on or

_ to participate

. in the North

.. American
Butterfly

_ Association’s but-
. | terfly count con-
“_/ sult their website at

www.naba.org.

Roberta McQuaid
graduated from the
Stockbridge School
of Agriculture at
the University of
Massachusetts. For 34
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it
to pouimette @turley.com
with “Gardening Question”
in the subject line.

Rev. Duy Le

OFFICE HOURS:

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Blessed Sacrament Parish
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION

Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
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FaceBook: @bspholyokema St. Peter’s
Lutheran Church

First Baptist Church Rev. Debora Stein

Pastor Theresa Temple 34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA Social media:
HOURS: Sunday worship service facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m. OFFICE HOURS:

Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Wednesday, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Friday, 12:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
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Wednesday Bible Studies,
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.
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CLUES ACROSS 36. Drivers’ licenses 3. Opinion or belief 29. Woman (French) Catholic Parish (also on Facebook Live) &

1._ chat count 4. Sheep in their 31. Parts per billion Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv. Thursdays at 6:30 p.m.
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Pyramids 41. They precede C 5. Intensities of sound ~ 34. Brew Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

11. A process to 42. Popular personal 6. Indicates support  36. Spiritual leader Parish Offices are located at: on Facebook Live.
change the look computers for 37. Indigo bush 15 Maple Street, Holyoke St. Paul’

14. Herb 44, Intermediate 7. Expression of 38. Burn with a hot (41 .3) 932-5661 E .isgg asl Church

15. Think about community stage laughter liquid Belizrlllsgé@l_?g[}ggyoﬂhecross.com Tr? e Rev. pCan on Joel Martinez
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19. Supreme Allied 46. Wings pens 45. Morning Saturday 4 p.m ' Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
Cmdr. of NATO 47. Indicates position ~ 10. True bugs genus 48. Line passing Sunday 7:30.a.r.n. 9 a.m. (Polish) StPaulsHolyoke.org

21. A major division of  49. Pleasantly smooth  12. Lawyers argue through the center and 10:30 a.m. ’ ’ Instagram:
geological time or soft theirs (abbr.) DAILY MASS: stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke

23. New Zealand parrot 52. Jeweled headdress 13. Body parts 50. Double S-shaped Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m. OFFICE HOURS:

24. Cognitive contents ~ 56. In slow tempo 16. Closes tightly curve Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m. Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

28. Lump of yarn 58. __ Falls 17. World Heritage site  51. Small, thin person Reconciliation (Confession) Days and Hours of Services:

29. Atomic #109 60. Reassertions in Nigeria 53. Older Monday - Saturday 8 a.m. Sunday: 8 a.m.

30. Let go of 62. Eras 20. Islamic calendar 54. Mars crater Saturday 3:15pm Sunday: 10 a.m.

32. Indian title of 63. Hyphen month 55. Humanities Anytime by Appointment Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)
respect 22. Commercial 57. Word element DEVOTIONS

33. Whereabouts CLUES DOWN 25. “Westworld” actor meaning ear Monday - Saturday First Lutheran Church
unknown 1. Corporate executive  Harris 58. To the __ degree Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m. 1810 Northampton St.

35. Electronic data 2. A plant used for 26.They __ 59. Residue ROSARY 8:05 a.m. Holyoke, MA 01040
processing flavoring food 27. Religious guilds 61. It cools your home www.ourladyofthecross.com Every Sunday at 9 a.m.

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9
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> InThe News

Holyoke Community College Summer Youth Programs begin July 7

HOLYOKE -
Registration is open for 2026
Summer Youth Programs at
Holyoke Community College.

Starting July 7 and run-
ning through August 8, HCC
will offer 16 week-long,
in-person summer programs
for youth aged 8 to 16.

For more than 40 years,
HCC has offered fun, chal-
lenging summer education
activities for youth, provid-
ing early opportunities for
students to experience a col-
lege environment guided and
encouraged by experienced
professionals.

HCC’s 2026 on-cam-
pus summer youth programs
run Monday through Friday,
some for a full day and others
for a half day.

All in-person programs
will be held on the main HCC
campus, 303 Homestead
Ave., except for cooking
classes, which are held at
the HCC MGM Culinary
Arts Institute, 164 Race St.,
Holyoke

July 6-10
Cooking without Borders
with Chef Marangelly
Vargas-Gonzalez
(ages 9-16)

In this lively hands-on
camp, young chefs will team
up to chop, stir, and create
tasty dishes from around the
world. Each day brings a new
theme and a chance to dis-
cover fresh ingredients, cool
cooking techniques, and the
joy of working together in
the kitchen. By week’s end,
they’ll walk away with new
cooking skills, delicious rec-
ipes to show off at home, and
plenty of tasty memories. (9
a.m. — 3 p.m., $425)

Fun Bites with
Chef Diana Swanigan
(ages 9-16)

Join us for an exciting
week of hands-on culinary
fun, where young chefs will
discover the joy of cooking
delicious, easy-to-prepare
meals to share with family
and friends. Participants will
work together to chop, sea-

son, cook, and taste a variety
of recipes — all made from
scratch. Each day introduces
new menu themes, ingredi-
ents, and techniques designed
to build confidence in the
kitchen. (9 am. — 3 p.m.,
$425)

July 13-17
Cooking without Borders
with Chef Marangelly
Vargas-Gonzalez
(ages 9-16,
9am. -3 p.m., $425)
Fun Bites with Chef Diana
Swanigan
(ages 9-16,
9am. -3 p.m., $425)
ROBLOX Coders
(ages 8-10; 11-14)

Discover the Lua cod-
ing language while design-
ing experiences in ROBLOX,
an online universe where
you can create anything you
dream of. New developers
will learn to use ROBLOX’s
Studio software to reimag-
ine the popular game genres
with their own custom
code. Instructor Brittany

Pietskowski. (9 a.m. to noon
for ages 8-10; 1 to 4 p.m. for
ages 11-14, $199)

July 20-24
Around the World with
Chef Diana Swanigan
(ages 9-16)

Cuisine around the
world serves as a universal
language that unites peo-
ple across cultures through
shared flavors, traditions,
and stories. Learn to prepare
full-course meals from Asia,
Puerto Rico, Greece, Italy,
and New Orleans. (9 am. -3
p.m., $425)

Make Your

First Video Game

(ages 8-10; 11-14)

Go beyond the limita-
tions of traditional 2D game
design classes and create
an immersive 3D world.
Students will learn the phys-
ics behind 3D games, explore
beginner event scripting,
level design, controlling the
flow of gameplay, and sto-
rytelling. Instructor Brittany
Pietskowski. (9 a.m. — noon

for ages 8-10; 1 — 4 p.m. for
ages 11-14, $199)

Passport to Flavors
with Chef Marangelly
Vargas-Gonzalez
(ages 9-16)

This hands-on cooking
camp takes kids on a deli-
cious journey across global
cuisines, exploring flavors,
techniques, and ingredi-
ents that make each cul-
ture unique. Dive into fun
daily themes like diner
classics, Mexican favor-
ites, Mediterranean feasts,
Filipino street bites, and
southern comfort food, all
while building confidence
one tasty dish at a time. (9
a.m. — 3 p.m., $425)

July 27-31
Around the World with
Chef Diana Swanigan
(ages 9-16,
9a.m. — 3 p.m., $425)
Minecraft Designers
(ages 8-10; 11-14)

Learn how to create a
custom map, design struc-
tures to share between

worlds, build with Redstone
and Command blocks, and
create custom textures for
you to import at home or
share with friends. Instructor
Brittany Pietskowski. (9 a.m.
— noon for ages 8-10; 1 — 4
p.m. for ages 11-14, $199).
Passport to Flavors
with Chef Marangelly
Vargas-Gonzalez
(ages 9-16,
9a.m. -3 p.m., $425)
August 3-7

Python Programmers

(ages 8-10; 11-14)

Learn the world’s
fastest-growing program-
ming language favored by
Google, NASA, YouTube,
and the CIA. Learn how to
code with Python to cre-
ate engaging apps and
games. Instructor Brittany
Pietskowski. (9 a.m. — noon
for ages 8-10; 1 — 4 p.m. for
ages 11-14, $199).

To register for in per-
son or online Summer Youth
Program classes, please go
to: hee.edu/summer-youth.

HCC offering intro golf lessons

HOLYOKE - Interested
in learning to play golf
but don’t know where to
start? Holyoke Community
College is offering weekly
introductory golf lessons at
Twin Hills Country Club in
Longmeadow led by LPGA
teaching pro Marissa Kulig
Crow.

For flexibility and con-
venience, each five-week
lesson series runs on either
Wednesdays, Thursdays, or
Saturdays, with different
start dates and times.

Wednesday sessions
meet from 10-11 a.m. June
17 through July 15.

Thursday sessions
meet from 6-7 p.m. June 18
through July 16.

Event Name

Saturday sessions meet
from 10-11 a.m. June 20
through July 25 (no class on
July 4).

Kulig Crow is an LPGA
professional from Westfield
and director of instruction at
Twin Hills.

These introductory golf
classes are designed for
beginners. In five, one-hour
long sessions, she will teach
new golfers everything they
need to know to play their
first round of golf.

Classes will cover the
basics of the golf swing, put-
ting, short game techniques,
rules and etiquette. Golf
clubs will be provided at the
course; and Kulig Crow will
make equipment recommen-

Send Us Your
Community
Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 9, 2026.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

FREE Calendar Listings Reaching over

200,000 Readers in the Pioneer Valley

dations for players who want
to buy their own.

The cost for each five-
week series is $199, which
includes a golf workbook
and reference guide.

Please note that in
accordance with golf course
etiquette, men should wear
collared shirts, pants, or golf
shorts. Cargo shorts, cut-
off shorts, and jeans are not
allowed.

Women should wear
pants, skirts or golf shorts.
Jeans, leggings, racer back
or tube tops, short shorts, or
short skirts are not allowed.

To register for a five-
week introductory golf les-
son series, please go to: hcc.
edu/golf

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069

Deadline
for Calendar
submissions
is August 19.

or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”

in the subject line of your email.
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District to continue Summer Eats
free lunch program for kids, teens

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Public Schools’ Summer
Eats program, in partner-
ship with the district’s food
service provider Sodexo, is
returning this summer to pro-
vide free lunch for kids and
teens (ages 18 and under)
at eight locations across the
City of Holyoke starting on
June 30.

Select sites will feature
the HPS food truck, while
others will offer meals in
pop-up tents served by staff
members in uniform. No reg-
istration or identification is
required.

HPS is kicking off its
annual free summer meals
program with a festive bar-
becue on Monday, June 29
from 12-1 p.m. , at Holyoke
Heritage State Park, 221
Appleton Street. During this
event, kids and teens can
enjoy a free lunch along with
face paint, lawn games, and
free merry-go-round rides
during the event. Individuals

over the age of 18 are
required to pay $5 for lunch
service.

Summer Eats will run
Mondays through Fridays
from June 30 through August
14. Free lunches will be
served daily at the following
eight locations:

e Carlos Vega Park,
Hamilton Street, HPS food
truck site, 11-11:40 a.m.

* Holyoke Heritage State
Park, 221 Appleton Street. A
tent and tables will be set up
behind the merry-go-round,
11 am.—12 p.m.

e Community Field,
Community Field Road, tent
and table site, 11:15 a.m.—
12:15 p.m.

e Holyoke Public
Library, 250 Chestnut Street.
Tables will be set up near the
front entrance and moved
inside as needed for weather,
11:15 am.—12:15 p.m.

e McMahon Field, 75
Kane Road, tent and table
site, 11:30-12:30 p.m.

e Pouliot Pool, 575
Maple Street. Tents and
tables will be set up outside
the pool area, 11:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m.

* Springdale Park, 844
Main Street. The HPS food
truck will be parked on the
street near the splash pad,
11:55 a.m.—12:35 p.m.

* Holyoke Hills, 360
Tokeneke Road. The HPS
food truck will be parked
near the community center,
12:50 p.m.- 1:30 p.m.

Times and locations
can also be viewed on this
Google map.

Additional information,
including menus, a print-
able location list, and sites
in neighboring communities
can be found on the Summer
Eats website. In the event of
weather changes or cancel-
lations, we will post updat-
ed information as a news
story on the district web-
site as well as on the dis-
trict’s Facebook page.

Tykes Tuesday returns to mall

HOLYOKE -
Summer is just around
the corner and that means
Tykes Tuesday is back
for free family fun at
Holyoke Mall Tuesday
mornings from July 7
through Aug. 18.

Tykes Tuesday fea-
tures seven weeks of
free family activities
and exclusive discounts
on Tuesdays starting at
11 a.m. on the lower level
in Macy’s Court. The kids’
program is free, open to the
public, and is best suited for
children ages 12 and under.

Tykes Tuesday Schedule:

e July 7: The Science of
Suds with CT Science Center

e July 14: Piti Theatre’s
Story Wizards (3pm-4pm)

e July 21: Celebrate
Christmas in July with Mrs.

U! (G
{lEss d\,

Claus,
More

e July 27: Sing and
Learn with Something Royal
Party Co. & Pickleball
101 Class for Kids 7+ (at
Pickleball Kingdom)

* Aug. 4: Wildlife on
Wheels with Forest Park Zoo

e Aug. 11: Kimberly’s
Pocket Circus

* Aug. 18: Nature Time
with Mass Audubon and Face

Face Painting and

Painting with Clowntique
Please note the time
change for the event on
July 14. Families are
encouraged to pre-reg-
ister at https://www.
holyokemall.com/
tykes-tuesday-2026/.
Registration is required
for the Pickleball 101
class and is for children

7 and older. The event

that week will be held
inside and in the common
area outside of Pickleball
Kingdom, on the lower level,
near JCPenney.

More information
about Holyoke Mall stores,
restaurants, and entertain-
ment venues, can be found
at Holyokemall.com. Follow
and share your stories at
the center on Facebook and
Instagram.

Chamber invites businesses to

HOLYOKE - The
Greater Holyoke Chamber
is inviting businesses, pro-
fessionals, local lead-
ers, and community part-
ners from across Western
Massachusetts to participate
in the 58th Annual Chamber
Cup on Friday, Sept. 25,
at Westover Golf Course.
Registration is now open
for the annual event, which
brings together the region-
al business community for
a day of golf, networking,
visibility, and relation-
ship-building.

The Chamber Cup offers
companies and organizations
a valuable way to connect
outside the traditional meet-
ing setting. Participants can

build business relationships,
strengthen team connections,
and engage with profession-
als from across the region
in a relaxed and welcoming
environment. The event is
open to Chamber members
and non-members alike,
making it a regional oppor-
tunity for businesses look-
ing to expand their reach and
community presence.
Businesses can partici-
pate in several ways, includ-
ing registering a foursome,
becoming an event spon-
sor, sponsoring a hole or
meal, donating raffle prizes,
or volunteering during the
event. Each option offers a
different path to visibility
and engagement, whether a

Chamber Cup

company wants to host cli-
ents, recognize employees,
promote its brand, or sup-
port a signature community
event.

The day will include
golf at Westover Golf
Course, breakfast, lunch,
raffles, and opportunities to
connect with business own-
ers, executives, public offi-
cials, nonprofit leaders, and
professionals from through-
out Western Massachusetts.

The Greater Holyoke
Chamber encourages busi-
nesses interested in playing,
sponsoring, donating raffle
prizes, or volunteering can
visit holyokechamber.com
or contact the Chamber for
more information.
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Aldenville Legion
scores shutout
over Monson

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

PALMER - The final
American Legion baseball
game of the regular season
at historic Legion Field in
Palmer was a vintage pitch-
er’s duel.

Aldenville (Chicopee)
Post 337, who only had nine
players available for the
road game, snapped its four-
game losing streak by edging
Monson Post 241, 1-0, last
Wednesday night.

“We battled the entire
game,” said Matt Sutton, who
was the winning pitcher for
Aldenville. “I focused on
staying calm on the mound,
pitch to pitch, and this is a
huge win for us.”

Aldenville had a 2-4-1
record following the shutout
victory, while Monson fell to
2-4.

The two squads were
scheduled to face each other
for the second time this
summer at St. Joe’s Park in
Thorndike on Wednesday
night.

Monson is also sched-
uled to face Longmeadow
Post 175 in another home
game at St. Joe’s Park on
Thursday night, and West
Springfield Post 207 at
Veteran’s Field in Monson on
Monday night.

Last Wednesday’s con-
test marked Sutton’s first
career victory as a member of
the Aldenville Post 337 base-

Charlie
Maxwell
makes a throw
to first base.

@ @turleysports

l] acebook.com/turleysports

ball team.

Sutton, who was a junior
member of the Chicopee
Comp’s varsity baseball team
this past spring, gave up only
three base hits while strik-
ing out eight in his perfor-
mance against Monson. The
righthander issued four walks
and hit a pair of batters in six
innings. He threw a total of
102 pitches.

“I thought Matt pitched a
great game,” said Aldenville
manager Nate Carillon.
“We’ve been mostly using
him as a relief pitcher so far
this season. He stepped up in
tonight’s game.”

Sutton, who earned a
save in Aldenville’s season
opening road victory against
Westfield Post 124, made his
second start of the Legion
season. His first start came
against Northamapton Post
28, which was a home loss a
couple of weeks ago.

Memphis Huertas, who’s
normally Aldenville’s start-

¥ &
4

Matt Sutton
delivers a
pitch.

Ryan Netkovick fields a grounder.

ing catcher, didn’t attend
last Wednesday’s game at
Legion Field. Noah Carillon,
who’s Nate’s younger broth-
er, strapped on the catcher’s
gear for just the second time
during his Legion career.
“Noah used to be a
catcher in little league. He
also caught a Legion game at
North Adams last year, “Nate
Carillon said. “He played

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

very well back there.”

Noah Carillon made a
diving catch on a foul pop-up
in the first inning and threw
out a runner trying to steal
third base in the third inning.

“It was Noah’s first time
as a starting catcher and he
did a great job behind the
plate,” Sutton said. “I'm very
proud of him.”

Monson righthander

Brayden Mega, graduated
from Pathfinder Tech in 2025
and is currently a member of
the Monroe University base-
ball team, also pitched very
well. He went the distance in
his start against Aldenville,
allowing a run on two hits
with four walks and nine
strikeouts.

“It was another outstand-
ing performance by Brayden,”
said Monson manager Steve
Tripp. “He only had two hits
and a couple of walks. We’ve
just been struggling offen-
sively. We had guys on base
in every inning and couldn’t

Michael Letellier makes a catch at first on a grounder.

score a run.”

Aldenville centerfielder
Justin Rivera led off the top
of the first inning with a line-
drive single to the gap in right
center. Rivera advanced to
second base following a field-
ing error. After the next two
struck out and grounded out,
Noah Carillon drew a walk
extending the inning.

Mega escaped the
jam with a pop-up caught
by shortstop Matt Santos,
who recently received the
Karl Oliveira Memorial

See LEGION, page 8

New England Mutiny shut out by Vermont Green FC

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Even
though the New England
Mutiny had already been
eliminated from the USL
W playoffs, they still had a
chance to influence the race
for first place in the Northeast
Division entering the regular-
season finale.

Had the Mutiny pulled
off an upset victory against
Vermont Green FC, the
Hudson Valley Crusaders
would have finished at the
top of the Northeast Division
table.

However, it was Vermont
Green FC players and their
rowdy supporters doing all the
celebrating following a 3-0
shutout win over the Mutiny
at Lusitano Stadium last
Saturday night.

“We wanted to play
the spoiler role in today’s
match,” said New England
Mutiny midfielder Avery
Klingensmith, who’s from
Belchertown. “We were hop-
ing to make the playoffs in
our first season playing in this
league, but it’s always a lot of
fun trying to impact another
team’s season.”

Vermont Green FC cap-
tured the inaugural USL W
League Northeast title with a
6-0-4 overall record.

They’re scheduled to host
the Eastern Conference play-
offs this weekend

One of the Vermont
Green’s ties came at Lusitano
Stadium against the Mutiny
(1-1) on May 26.

Vermont Green squeaked
out a 2-1 home win in the
second meeting between the
two squads at the beginning
of June.

The Mutiny finished their

Brigid Moore winds up for a free kick.

season with a 2-6-2 overall
record.

“We lost a couple of
close games this season,”
Klingensmith said. “We also
had a lot of new players, and
it was a rebuilding year for us.
We always tried to do our best
in every game.”

Kate Howarth and Megan
Cunningham made their first
starts of the season in last
Saturday’s match.

“I played with both of
them in the past and it was a
lot of fun having them back
on the field again today,”
Klingensmith said. “They’re a
big part of this organization.”

Howarth, who also
played for the Orlando Pride
of the National Women’s
Soccer League, is the

See MUTINY, page 8

Avery Klingensmith is closely
pressured by an opponent.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Trinity Clark collects a pass.

e &y

Sadie Mathis brings in a pass while on the run.

The Holyoke Sun o JULY3,2026 o 7



» InThe News

Playoffs hopes still alive after Pioneers shutout

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Had the
Western Mass. Pioneers failed
to secure a victory in last
Friday night’s match against
AC Connecticut, their playoff
hopes would have vanished
for the first time since they
entered USL League Two in
2019.

The Pioneers kept their
postseason dreams alive a lit-
tle bit longer thanks to a hard-
earned 1-0 shutout win at
Lusitano Stadium.

“We didn’t get the result
that we wanted in our last
match on Tuesday night, and
we had a tie here last week,”
said Pioneers assistant coach
Tomas Duben. “It was very
important for us to get the
three points and the win in
tonight’s game. We’re still bat-
tling for a postseason berth.”

Duben took over the
head coaching duties from
longtime Pioneers head coach
Federico Molinari, who spent
last weekend coaching a
Western United Pioneers U-16
girls’ team at a tournament in
Virgina.

Since 2024, Duben has a
3-0-1 record as the Pioneers
interim head coach.

“My playing career ended
a couple of years ago because
of a knee injury,” he said. “I
really enjoyed playing for this
soccer team. I'm very grate-
ful that Federico gave me this
coaching opportunity and I’'m
still learning.”

The Pioneers improved to
6-2-2 (20 points) following the
home shutout victory, solidi-
fying their hold on third place
in the Northeast Division.
They trail first place Vermont
Green FC (10-0-1, 31 points)
and second place NEC (10-
1-1, 30 points). Only the top
two teams in the Northeast
Division qualify for the league
playoffs.

Western Mass. finished
at the top of the Northeast
table in both 2019 and 2021.
They made it all the way to the
National Semifinals in 2021.
They’ve finished in second
place during the past four sea-
sons.

Between 2010 and 2018,
the Pioneers only qualified for
the USL PDL playofts once.

AC Connecticut (1-10-
0) had several scoring chanc-
es during the first twenty

five minutes of the opening
half, but Pioneers goalie Ben
Alexander made the saves
which kept the match score-
less.

“Ben played very well in
tonight’s match,” Duben said.
“The defense also gave him a
lot of support back there.

Alexander returned to
action after missing a couple
of games due to an injury.

It was the Pioneers’
fourth 1-0 win of the regular
season. They also played a
scoreless draw in a road match
against Black Rock FC at the
beginning of June.

The Pioneers, who have
a 3-1-1 home record, took
advantage of a mistake made
by AC Connecticut goalie
Asger Hemmer-Hansen to
take a 1-0 late in the first half.

Alfred Baafi put a shot
into the back of the net giving
the Pioneers a 1-0 lead at the
end of the first half.

“The goalie attempted
to clear the ball, but I stole it
away from him,” said Baafi,
who scored his third goal of
the season. “Then I put a shot
into the wide open net, which
felt really good. We’re still
hoping to make the playoffs”

Baafi, who’s from
Techiman, Ghana, is a first-
year member of the Pioneers.

“The atmosphere at this
stadium is always outstand-
ing,” he said. “We get plen-
ty of support at our home
games.”

Baafi is also a member of
the men’s soccer team at High
Point University in High Point,

d

North Carolina.

Two years ago, Baafi
was a member of the Seacoast
United Phantoms, which cap-
tured the USL-League Two
National Championship title.

Martin Echarren looks up the field.

West‘ﬁe\d
Bankm

Jaiden Williams goes for the throw-in.

“It was an amazing feel-
ing after my team won the
championship game two years
ago,” said Baafi, who’s going
to be a senior in the fall. “T just
needed a change and decided

William Fauth watches his pass move away.

Alfred Baafi

makes a
backwards
pass.

to play for the Pioneers this
year. I’'m also hoping to be
drafted by a MLS team.”

The Pioneers had an
opportunity to score another
goal at the start of the second
half.

Martin
Echarren sent a pass

Matiwos Rumley
goes to
meet the

into the box to Juan Galindrez,
whose shot attempt skipped
wide of the goal.

The Western Mass. squad
also had several more chanc-
es to score, but the score
remained 1-0.

The Pioneers are sched-
uled to host Black Rock FC at
7:30 p.m. on Friday night.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

LE GI ON, from page 7

Scholarship Award.
Then Mega retired the
next ten Post 337 batters.
Meanwhile, Monson left
six runners on base, includ-
ing five in scoring position,
during the first five innings.
With two outs in the
bottom of the second,
Monson second baseman
Grayson Griswold, who sin-
gled to left leading off the
frame, was tagged out by
Carillon trying to steal home.
Two innings later,
Monson first baseman Liam
McGrath hit a leadoff single
and left fielder Josiel Ortiz
was safe at first base with
two outs following a throw-
ing error. Ortiz stole second

Noah Carillon frames a low pitch.
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before Sutton ended the
threat with a strikeout.

Aldenville leftfielder
Adam Ozga lined a single
into left field before being
thrown out trying to steal
second base by Monson
catcher Kyle Kaczuwka.

The visitors would then
break the scoreless deadlock
with a run in the following
frame without the benefit of
a base hit.

Rivera drew a one-
out walk before steal-
ing both second and third.
Shortstop Charlie Maxwell
also walked, putting run-
ners at the corners. Then
Ryan Netkovick, who was
Aldenville’s starting sec-
ond baseman, hit a ground
ball to Santos. His throw to

the plate was dropped and
Rivera scored what turned
out to be the only run of the
ballgame.

Then Carillon was
walked intentionally, which
loaded the bases.

Mega managed to get
out of the jam with a strike-
out and a ground ball out.

Monson had an oppor-
tunity to tie the score in the
bottom half of the frame, but
they had a runner tagged out
by Sutton trying to score on
a passed ball.

Maxwell relieved Sutton
before the start of the sev-
enth inning. The righty
issued an one-out walk to
Dayne Shanley before retir-
ing the next two batters to
earn the save.

Adam 0zga takes a swing.

M U TIN K from page 7

Mutiny’s all-time leading
goalscorer and point-scorer.

Klingensmith is also one
of the Mutiny’s veteran play-
ers. She joined the squad after
graduating from Belchertown
High School in 2022.

“It has been a great jour-
ney playing for this team,”
said Klingensmith, who
graduated from American
University in May. “T only live
about 15 minutes away and
this place is very special to
me. I’m hoping to play for this
soccer team again next year.”

Klingensmith is planning
to play for a professional soc-
cer team in Greece beginning
in August.

The other players from
Western Mass. listed on the
Mutiny roster are Mila Dillard
(Chicopee), Hope Santiniello
(Agawam), and Tennessee
Murphy (Monson). None of
those players played in the
final match of the regular sea-
son.

During the opening half
of last Saturday’s match, the
Mutiny had two free kicks, but
both attempts were saved by
Vermont Green goalie Olivia
Shippee.

The visitors from
Burlington took a 1-0 lead
during the 28th minute fol-
lowing a goal from Georgina
Clark.

Emily Mara, who assist-
ed on Clark’s goal, booted the
ball into the net three minutes
later.

The score remained 2-0
until the 73rd minute when
Lauren DeGroot netted anoth-
er goal for Vermont Green.

Valley Blue Sox drop
third straight game,
falling to Danbury

HOLYOKE - The
Valley Blue Sox dropped
their third consecutive
game after suffering a
5-2 loss to the Danbury
Westerners on Saturday
night. The Blue Sox had
won their two previous
matchups against Danbury
but struggled to get on
base early in tonight’s
game, which contributed to
the outcome.

The top of the first
inning came and
went for the
Blue Sox as
Danbury’s
starting pitch-
er, Cole
Gibson,
retired
t h e
batters
in order,
giving the
Westerners a chance to
set the tone. For Valley,
Andrew Oppenheimer
made his season debut,
joining the team due to
personnel changes in the
Blue Sox’s bullpen.

Postgame, head coach
John Raiola touched on
having players come onto
the team in the middle of
the season, but made it
clear that he has to rely on
those who have been here
from the beginning.

“It does take some
guys here and there to
come in and replace some
guys that we lost,” said
Raiola. “Our core is our
core [and] they are all here
for a reason...they know
what it takes to be success-
ful at this level.”

Oppenheimer began
the bottom of the inning by
walking the lead-off hitter,

Jack Lutte, who
advanced
to second
when Kyle
Garbowski
grounded
out. Collin
Mowry then
hit an
RBI
dou-
ble with
Lutte in
scoring
position, giving Danbury
an early 1-0 lead.

Gibson continued
his impressive start in the
second by retiring the bat-
ters in order once again,
but this time Oppenheimer
followed suit, quickly
regrouping from his first
inning.

Valley still had trou-
ble finding a way on base
in the third, and Danbury

™
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REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
RFP 2026-67M
FY2027 COMMUNITY
ENGAGEMENT,
STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATIONS,
AND CIVIC
PARTICIPATION SERVICES

The purpose of this solicita-
tion is the selection of a qualified
firm, organization, or individual
to provide community engage-
ment, strategic communications,
stakeholder outreach, civic par-
ticipation, facilitation, and pub-
lic engagement services to the
City of Holyoke. The City seeks
a strategic partner capable of
designing and implementing au-
thentic, inclusive, and communi-
ty-centered engagement process-
es that strengthen relationships
between residents and municipal
government, improve transparen-
cy, expand participation in pub-
lic decision-making, and ensure
community priorities are com-
municated to City leadership and
incorporated into future planning
and implementation efforts.

The City will evaluate all
timely responses to ensure that
all required submittals have been
included and that all respons-
es meet the selection criteria.
Responses deemed complete
shall be presented to a selection
committee. The highest-ranked
respondents may be invited to
participate in interviews prior to
final selection.

Documents are available start-
ing on 6/29/2026 by requesting
electronically from morrowj@
holyoke.org. SUBMISSIONS
ARE DUE ELECTRONICAL-
LY to morrowj@holyoke.org,
NO LATER THAN July 16,
2026 @ 2PM. Submissions will
need to have “Submission RFQ
2026-67M Community En-
gagement” in the Subject Line.
Submissions will need to have
2 PDF Attachments, one clearly
marked “Technical Proposals”
and one PDF File clearly marked
“Price Proposals”. The email
received time will be the offi-
cial time of record. NO LATE
SUBMISSIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. The city follows
CH.30B, 30-39M, and all other
local, state and federal applicable
laws.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all submissions or
waive minor informalities if in
the city’s best interest.
07/03/2026

Request for Quotes
2026-65SD
Door & Hardware
Replacements at 2 Schools
The Holyoke School Depart-
ment is soliciting quotes for
the removal and replacement

of the existing doors and hard-
ware at Holyoke High School,
500 Beech Street, Holyoke, MA
01040, and Morgan School, 596
South Bridge Street, Holyoke,
MA 01040. Remove and install
new doors and hardware at HHS
at door number 16. The removal
of old closet doors and the instal-
lation of new doors and hardware
at Morgan in the hallway. The
installation of new window Kkits
in the wooden classroom doors
at Morgan.

Documents will be available
electronically starting July 1st,
10:00 am, at morrowj@holy-
oke.org. Electronic submissions
will be accepted at morrowj@
holyoke.org no later than July
21st, 2:00 pm.

Non-Mandatory but highly
recommended, a pre-bid walk-
through will be held on July
10th at 12:00 pm. Holyoke High
School first, then on to Morgan
School.

The city follows, CH.149
CH.30B, 30-39M, and all other
local, state and federal applicable
laws.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all submissions or
waive minor informalities if in
the city’s best interest.
07/03/2026

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing
INVITATION TO BID
HOLYOKE FIRE
DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS

ROOF REPLACEMENT

(MGL c.149 Over $150K)

Project. No. IFB 2026-36

REBID

The CITY OF HOLYOKE,
the Awarding Authority, invites
sealed bids from Contractors for
the Holyoke Fire Department
Headquarters Roof Replacement
Bidding project in Holyoke,
Massachusetts, in accordance
with the documents prepared by
ARCHITECTURE ENVIRON-
MENT LIFE, INC. The Work
of Project is defined by the Con-
tract Documents and consists of
but not limited to: Demolition
of the existing asphalt shingle
roofing system located on the
sloped roof areas and installation
of a new asphalt shingle roofing
system in the same locations.
The new roofing system shall in-
clude asphalt shingles, felt paper
and ice and water shield, which
will be tied into the existing to
remain flat roofing system. Ex-
isting roofing components that
are to remain and integrated
with the new roofing system in-
cluding the low-slope membrane
roofing system, associated lap
flashing, copper flashing, copper
fascia and cleats, copper gutters
and downspouts, existing roof

decking and electrical/ mechani-
cal systems located on the roof.
The Work of Project is defined
by the Contract Documents and
consists of demo of existing roof
and installation of new roofing
on sloped asphalt roofing areas,
and masonry pointing and cap for
the elevator shaft for the Holyoke
Fire Department Headquarters
building for the City of Holyoke.

The work is estimated to cost
$150,000.00. DOCUMENTS
ARE AVAILABE STARTING
ON JULY 1, 2026 at 10AM by
requesting electronically from
morrowj@holyoke.org

All bidding Requests for In-
formation (RFIs) shall be sub-
mitted online via email to the
Holyoke Purchasing/Procure-
ment Officer Jaime Morrow
at morrowj@holyoke.org by
July 17, 2026 at 4PM EST for
General Bids. Bids are subject
to M.G.L. c.149 §44A-] &amp;
to minimum wage rates as re-
quired by M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to
27H inclusive. General bidders
must be certified by the Division
of Capital Asset Management
and Maintenance (DCAMM)
in the following category of
work, “General Building Con-
struction”, and/or “Roofing and
Flashing” and must submit a
current DCAMM Certificate of
Eligibility and signed DCAMM
Prime/General Contractor Up-
date Statement. General Bids
will be received until July 23,
2026 on 2:00PM EDT and pub-
licly opened online, forthwith.
General bids and sub-bids shall
be accompanied by a bid deposit
that is not less than five (5%) of
the greatest possible bid amount
(including all alternates), and
made payable to the CITY OF
HOLYOKE.

PRE-BID CONFERENCE /
SITE VISIT:

Scheduled Date and Time:
July 14, 2026 at 10:00AM EDT

Address: Conduct confer-
ence at the Holyoke Fire De-
partment Headquarters, 600
High Street, Holyoke.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all bids and waive
minor informalities if in the
city’s best interest.

07/03/2026

Request for Quotes
2026-64SD
Hot Water Heater
Replacement
The removal of the existing
water heater and furnish
and install new water heaters
at Donahue School
The Holyoke School Depart-
ment is soliciting quotes for the
removal and replacement of the
water heater at Donahue School,
216 Whitings Farms Road, Holy-
oke, MA 01040.

The old, non-working wa-
ter heater is to be removed, and
the installation of the new water
heater system is to be completed
per the drawings and specifica-
tions. Furnish and install new
domestic electric hot water heat-
ers, mixing valve, recirculation
pump, and associated valves and
equipment as indicated on plans.

Documents will be available
electronically starting July 1st,
10:00am,atmorrowj@holyoke.
org. Electronic submissions
will be accepted at morrowj@
holyoke.org no later than July
21st, 1:30 pm.

Non-Mandatory but highly
recommended, a pre-bid walk-
through will be held on July 10th
at 10:00 am at Donahue School.
The city follows, CH.149
CH.30B, 30-39M, and all other
local, state and federal applicable
laws.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all submissions or
waive minor informalities if in
the city’s best interest.
07/03/2026

Request for Quotes
2026-66SD
HVAC SPLIT
REPLACEMENT
CENTRAL SUPPLY
Replace 2-ton and
4-ton split system —
Central Supply

The Holyoke School Depart-
ment is soliciting quotes for the
removal and replacement of the
existing 2-ton and 4-ton split
system that serves the Facilities
Director’s offices and IT Depart-
ment offices, Central Supply, 728
Main Street, 3rd Floor, Holyoke,
MA 01040. Remove and replace
the existing 2-ton and 4-ton split
system HVAC units. Scope in-
cludes installation of new gas
furnaces, matching cased evapo-
rator coils, and outdoor condens-
ing units. The new condensing
units shall be relocated to the in-
door warehouse area as specified,
including full repiping of refrig-
erant lines to accommodate the
new layout. Refrigeration piping
will be properly supported, insu-
lated, and installed in accordance
with manufacturer specifications
and industry standards. Scope
also includes installation of new
electrical components and wir-
ing to serve both condensing
units, ensuring all electrical work
complies with applicable codes.
Gas piping shall be modified and
repiped as required to properly
serve the new furnace equipment,
including all necessary fittings,
isolation valves, and leak testing.
Documents will be available
electronically starting July
1st, 10:00 am, at morrowj@
holyoke.org. Electronic sub-
missions will be accepted at

Public Notices ¢

morrowj@holyoke.org no later
than July 21st, 2:30 pm.

Non-Mandatory but highly
recommended, a pre-bid walk-
through will be held on July 10th
at 2:00 pm. Meet at the front door
of 728 Main Street, then we will
head upstairs to the 3rd floor.

The city follows, CH.149
CH.30B, 30-39M, and all other
local, state and federal applicable
laws.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all submissions or
waive minor informalities if in
the city’s best interest.
07/03/2026

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD26P1370EA
Estate of:

Stanley W Olechna
Date of Death: 05/09/2026
CITATION ON PETITION

FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of  Personal
Representative has been filed
by Richard S Olechna of East
Otis, MA and Linda J Minar-
ik of Westfield, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal De-
cree and Order and for such other
relief as requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that
Richard S Olechna of East
Otis, MA and Linda J Minarik
of Westfield, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 07/22/2026.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED

ADMINISTRATION UNDER
THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Claudine T.
Stoudemire, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 24, 2026
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
07/03/2026

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
NATURAL GAS WELDING
SERVICES ANNUAL
CONTRACT - REBID

Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric Dept. until 2:00
p-m., August 4, 2026, at the
Office of the Manager, 99 Suf-
folk St., Holyoke, MA 01040,
at which time proposals will be
publicly opened and read.

Bid Deposit:

A Bid Deposit in the amount
of $6,250 must accompany all
bids and may be in the form of a
certified, treasurer’s, or cashier’s
check payable to HG&E from a
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny; cash; or a bid bond from a li-
censed surety payable to HG&E.

Prevailing Wage Rates:

Rates, which are to apply to
the work, are set by the Mass.
Dept. of Labor & Industries.

Additional information may
be obtained from:

Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept.
99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 536-9308
cwong@hged.com

The right is hereby reserved
to reject any or all proposals, or
to accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
in the best interest of the City of
Holyoke.

Please mark sealed envelopes,
“Bid for Natural Gas Welding
Services Annual Contract” and
address them to:

James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept.
99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA 01040

07/03/2026
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kept capitalizing on the Blue
Sox’s shortcomings as Noel
Rivera got walked, advanced
to second, and scored on a
wild pitch, putting Valley
behind 2-0.

The fifth inning had
Valley getting two men on
base when Eddison Esquivel
hit a single out to center
field, and Nick Tomasetto
was walked. Unfortunately,
the next three hitters were
retired by Gibson, ending
Valley’s chance at a scoring
opportunity.

Danbury did not waste
any time starting the bottom
of the frame as Peter Link hit
a long homer out to center
field, extending the deficit
to 3-0. However, Anthony

Grabau responded with a
home run of his own during
the sixth, leading the team in
the home run category and
getting Valley their first tally
of the game.

The Blue Sox finally got
the momentum on their side
with Trevor Harmon get-
ting walked and moving to
second off another Esquivel
single. Nick Tomasetto hit
a single of his own and sent
Harmon home, bringing
Valley within one run of a tie
game.

Owen Basso replaced
Oppenheimer in the bottom
of the sixth and ended up
loading the bases after hit-
ting Ronan Donohue with a
pitch and walking Michael
Delph and Gavin Donohue.
Basso then threw a wild
pitch that allowed Ronan

Sports ¢

Donohue to score Danbury’s
fourth run.

There were no runs
scored in the seventh, and
unlike Danbury, Valley was
not able to get on the board
in the eighth. The final run of
the game was another home
run from the Westerners as
Gavin Donohue hit the ball
out of Rogers Park, putting a
late Blue Sox comeback out
of reach.

Valley’s focus now
shifts to their next game, and
Coach Raiola spoke about
what he hopes to see from
his team when they play the
Sharks.

“More compete, more
fight, more energy,” said
Raiola. “Tomorrow’s a new
day...and [an] opportunity to
put together a more complete
game.”

401k, and health plan.

Now Hm@!

Advertising Sales

» Do you want to work in your
community helping local businesses
connect with their customers?

Turley Publications isa
locally owned family business, offers a
competitive commission structure,

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications is looking for an outgoing,
energetic person interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers an supplesments. The right candidate will assume

an established territory with a portfolio of customers.

» You must be a self-starter with
excellent communication and
organizational skills. Basic computer
skills are required. Previous print
sales experience is preferred

but we will train the right candidate.

Representative

» Do you want a career supporting
local journalism, which tells the
unique stories of our communities?

Turley®

Publications, Inc.

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

O

T S|P
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

t www.publicnotices.turley.com
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» InThe News

More pickleball courts added to Buttery rook Prk

By Ben Hernandez
bhernandez@turley.com

SOUTH HADLEY - The
inaugural serve was performed
at the new Buttery Brook
Park pickleball courts on
June 28. 150 eager residents
flocked to the grand opening,
and included hamburgers, hot
dogs, drinks and other refresh-
ments. The event was kicked
off with a two-hour Learn-to-
Play clinic, which served as an
introduction for people new to
the game. According to fig-
ures provided by Friends of
Buttery Brook Park President
Kim Prough, 45 people were
in attendance to learn the
game.

“All volunteers were very
helpful and full of knowl-
edge,” said participant Dave
Labonte.

Retired South Hadley
High School physical educa-
tion teacher and active pick-
leball advocate Ron Bullough
also attended and was honored
for his local contributions to
the sport by offering the court
its first official serve.

The retired teacher
learned of pickleball in the
1970s during a PE conven-
tion in Boston, which inspired
him to bring it back to South
Hadley. Organizing the first
competitive tournaments with-
in the region, Bullough is con-
sidered the “godfather of pick-
leball” for the town.

During the event, Prough
thanked the numerous invalu-
able volunteers who made the
event possible. She offered

gratitude to those involved in
raising the funds required to
create the four new courts and
spoke on the overwhelming
support she received from this
completed project.

“The total cost to build
all eight courts over the past
five years was over $300,000,”
Prough said. “Less than
$20,000 came from the town.
The majority of the project

Former High School Physical Education teacher and
pickleball trailblazer Ron Bullough cuts the ceremonial
ribbon to commemorate the opening of the new courts.

was funded by dona-
tions and by fundraisers
held by pickleball volun-
teers. Not only do we have
a wonderful community of
players, we have a very gener-
ous community as well.”

A potluck dinner was
served following the ribbon
cutting. Live music was per-
formed by band TJ and the
Peepers.

Ron Bullough offers the court its first official serve.

Submitted photos
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Investigators from multi-
ple law enforcement agencies
responded to the motel and
reviewed surveillance foot-
age, which showed Petitpas
arriving at the property during
the early morning hours and
entering a room. Through the
course of the investigation,
law enforcement personnel
confirmed Petitpas remained
inside the room.

Due to the nature of the

Hartford homicide investiga-
tion and information indicat-
ing Petitpas may be armed,
authorities established a
perimeter around the motel
and closed a portion of
Northampton Street to protect
the public. The Massachusetts
State Police Special Tactical
Operations (STOP) Team and
Crisis Negotiation Team were
requested to respond.
Negotiators established
communication with Petitpas
and remained in contact with
him for several hours. During

those conversations, Petitpas
made statements indicating
he intended to harm himself.

After extensive efforts
to persuade Petitpas to sur-
render peacefully, members
of the STOP Team entered
the motel room during the
afternoon hours. Petitpas
was located inside the room
suffering from an apparent
self-inflicted gunshot wound.
A firearm was recovered at
the scene.

The investigation
remains ongoing.

DIN 0, from page 1

visitors. This year, Dino Trail
Week is better than before
with even more prehistor-
ic fun for the whole family.
Learn more about Dino Trail
Week at dinotrail.org.

Dino Trail Week 2026
Events

e July 11: Dinosaur
Footprints at Barton Cove:
History and Geology from 1
- 2 p.m. (Rain date, Saturday,
July 18)

e July 12: Art Naturally:
Gel Printing Trace Fossils at
The Great Falls Discovery
Center 10:30 - 12:30 p.m.,
Great Hall

e July 13-17: Dino
Drama Workshop at
Greenfield Public Library
from 10 a.m. - noon

* July 14: Holyoke
Dino Foot Print Site Visit at
Wistariahurst Museum and
Dino Foot Print Site, Rt. 5, in
Holyoke. Visitors will arrive
at Wistariahurst at 9:30 a.m.,
then head to the Rt. 5 site for
10:15 a.m.

* July 14: Dino Wizards
at the Holyoke Mall at 3 p.m.
(Story Wizards with a dino-
saur theme)

¢ July 15: Dino Trail Day
at the Beneski Museum of

NURSES: TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR
CAREER & MAKE A DIFFERENCE!

+/ Become a Private Patient Advocate

 High Pay | Rewarding Work | Flexible Schedule
 Online Training & Mentorship with Expert Guidance |
 Help Patients Navigate the Healthcare System

U ADVOCATE
ENTREPRENEUR

Natural History, 10 am — 3
pm

* July 15: Dino Wizards
at the Greenfield Public
Library, 6 pm

* July 16: Evolution
Revolution at Springfield
Museums from 11 a.m. - 3
p.m.

e July 16: Geologic
Walking Tour of Turners Falls
from 10 - 11 a.m. at Great
Falls Discovery Center

 July 16: Museum Tour
& Track Talk at Dinosaur
State Park at 1 p.m.

* July 17: Kidleidoscope
Story Hour: Dinosaurs at The
Great Falls Discovery Center
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

e July 18: Great
Greenfield DinoFest, 10 a.m
.- noon on the lawn in front
of the 2nd Congregational
Church on the Common

e July 19: Sensory
Friendly Dino Day at
Wistariahurst Museum, noon
-3pm.

e July 19: Art Naturally:
Make Your Own Jurassic
Dinosaur Habitat Diorama
and Collage Workshop 10:30
a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Great Hall

Dawn of Dino Trail
Week Intrigued by Piti
Theatre’s New England-
wide Bee Week program
and the annual BeeFest

launched by Greenfield’s
Second Congregational
Church, Pocumtuck Valley
Memorial Association’s
long-time Executive Director
Tim Neumann and Piti’s
Co-Artistic Director Jonathan
Mirin discussed how to bring
dinosaur history to life for
residents. Neumann states, “I
thought that the rich intersec-
tion of deep time and local
history might merit a new
celebration around a great
scientific contribution from
Greenfield’s history.”

In 2017, the Great
Greenfield DinoFest was
born. Following the suc-
cess of this annual event, a
new era was born in summer
2024 as collaborating organi-
zations collectively decided
to transform DinoFest into a
valley-wide Dino Trail Week.
Reflecting on the evolution,
Mirin states, “It just makes
sense for this group of orga-
nizations to collaborate on a
Dino Trail. The fascinating
intersection of deep time,
science, and local history in
the Valley makes for great
storytelling, and each of our
partners tells aspects of the
story in their own way, which
means this series of events
really has something for
everyone.”
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BOOK A CALL TODAY
WITH TERI FRYKENBERG

@ www.NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.com
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from Ward 1, two from
Ward 2, and three others
from any other ward. And
if the council did decide to
confirm the newly formed
group, then the committee
would be tasked with study-
ing the environmental, eco-
nomic, and infrastructure
impacts of commercial data
centers, along with being
responsible for researching
power and water demands
before recommending new
zoning and permitting rules
to the City Council as well,
and would go into service
later this fall in September
and would expire then on
June 30th, 2027.

This comes in light of
the landmark decision that
the City Council made last
month on June 16th, which
saw a 9-4 vote to amend the
city’s zoning ordinances,
that now bans all future data
center projects in the city,
making Holyoke the first
to do so in the state, with
the only exception being
the MGHPCC, still being
allowed to operate up to 12
MW, due to being grandfa-
thered in, and once estab-
lished, it was then signed
into law by Holyoke Mayor
Joshua Garcia that same
week, on Thursday, June
18th.

Tuesday’s meeting
also saw Ordinance Chair/
Ward 7 City Councilor
Meg Magrath-Smith offer
clarification that the deci-
sion made by the City
Council last month wasn’t
in response to the proposed
project from Developer
Chestnut River Power and
Infrastructure that looked
to install and build a 200M
data center at 100 Water St,
despite contrary reports.

“We started this process
of looking at creating a ban,
which would mean no pres-
sure at all, as the commit-
tee was then considering all
kinds of ordinances around
data centers and any relat-
ed industries that transpired
this past winter, and there
was no proposed project
at all, and it was interest-
ing watching what unfolded
after that,” she said. “So we
did have several develop-
ers that came to one of our
public hearings and weighed
in and addressed that they
were potentially interested,
but there was never any pro-

posed address or details at
that time, and so what we
are really looking at is not in
any way about one specific
project but rather develop-
ing an ordinance that names
very clearly if there are any
situations where we would
allow a data center, and of
what size and where.”

In addition, Magrath-
Smith shared that this dis-
cussion is quite new to all,
as she drew a comparison
to Mansfield, which has
allowed small data centers
of up to 1-2 MW, and addi-
tional boundaries for ones
in the range of 3-5 MW,
and has banned any that are
10 MW or larger, but made
clear that the proposed
committe would be set up
to help Holyoke determine
what makes sense for the
city.

“Our job is going to
be to ask this committee to
gather the information, do
the research, and come back
to us, given Holyoke’s real-
ities: environmental, social
justice, to find out what
makes sense for us as a
city,” she said.

In attendance for the
meeting were various city
councilors, local representa-
tives from local municipal-
ities that would eventually
be part of the newly formed
data center study group, as
in attendance was Holyoke
Water Works, Acting
Business Manager Joe
Manzi, Rosanna Lopez from
the Planning Board, John
Goodhue, the Executive
Director, at the MGHPCC,
and Jeff Horan, Chair of the
Conservation Commission,
who was joined by Vice
Chair Mary Moriarty, and
countless other members of
the public.

Starting the discussion
was Ward 4 City Councilor
Rick Purcell, who touched
upon the environmental and
general dangers of Data
Centers, while citing the
necessity for a communi-
ty representative from each
ward, before offering the
conversation to explore the
possibility that could tran-
spire down the line, cen-
tered around the thought,
what if, one day, the City
Council voted to lift the
ban. Purcell then noted that
if that decision was made,
he felt it would be appro-
priate for the public to vote
on that decision and to
find its way on the ballot.

Leading to the conversation
of representation, especial-
ly for those who reside in
the lower wards, who were
close to being subjected
to living with the reper-
cussions of the Chestnut
River project, a point of
discussion that was intro-
duced and touched upon by
At-Large City Councilor
Israel Rivera.

“I feel if we’re going
to sit here and design some-
thing that people in Ward
1 & 2 will more than like-
ly have to live with or deal
with regularly, so I would
argue that they should have
a fair representation in
terms of what the design
process will entail,” Rivera
said. He then pivoted to
acknowledge that the lower
wards, were “historically
written that the poorest peo-
ple in the community have
always lived in Wards 1 &
2, and the richest people
lived in Ward 7,” he shared,
before explaining that he
still has concerns about the
lack of urgency in the scope
of the project, which would
provide a recommendation
in terms of how general life
would be affected.

“I feel if this is the
case, then we should have
more representation of the
people who are going to be
impacted by this, and I feel
we should offer the invita-
tion for more people to the
table, and allowed to sit at
the table for this unfolding
discussion.”

Offering additional
insight was At-Large City
Councilor/City Council
President Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti, who told the
committee that she stands
by any decision that the
council makes.

‘I just feel at the end of
the day this is a huge indus-
try and I think the more
information that we have,
we will be better equipped
to make decisions, that’s
why I made the decision
I did prior, because I was
trying to make this educat-
ed conversation without
emotions, but everyone has
made their points super
clear,” Murphy-Romboletti
said. She also expressed
why she decided to include
the continued use and pro-
duction of the MGHPCC,
which was due to the wealth
of knowledge the comput-
ing center has in terms of
the industry.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

QUEEN SIZE SLEIGH BED, Amish
made, beautiful, no hardware $325.
LEATHER ADJUSTABLE CONCERT
PIANO BENCH, excellent, $65.
TEEK SHOWER STOOL,
beautiful, brand new in box, $85.
FUTON with quality mattress, $175.
413-256-1670

14dx8h,

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $240.00
Seasoned cut & split $375.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap).
Quality & volumes guaranteed!!
New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

FIREWOOD FOR SALE: AGED
HARDWOOD, cut/split 16” $325 per cord;
2 cord minimum plus delivery. Allard Broth-
ers 413-665-8041.

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit.

Call (508) 882-0178

WANTED!
CASH for:
* Machinist tools, power tools
& Snap on.
* Electronics & Audio Equipment.
* Sports Cards.
* 70s/80s/90s Toys.
* Antiques & Collectibiles.
Much, much more!
Call/Text Sam
413-531-5381

WANTED TO BUY

ALL ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

You wil ‘ﬁir\d\
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ALWAYS BUYING
ALL ANTIQUES:

Musical instruments, guitars, horns,
keyboards, vintage electronics, jew-
elry, coins, watches, military camer-
as, sports memorabilia, art, sterling,
signs, automotive, hunting, advertis-
ing, radios, ham radio equipment,
audio equipment, toys, one item or
entire estate.

Call Paul 413-206-8688

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**xxxxxA & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

DANNY’S ELECTRICAL
SERVICES LLC

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small, free estimates, service up-
grades, pools, budget friendly, committed to
satisfaction, dependable & insured. Master
Lic. #20773-A, Business Lic. #9310-A1. Text
or call Daniel at 413-218-3301 or visit my
website at dannyselectricllc.com to
fill an online work request

GAGNON ELECTRIC
All types of electrical work. Fully insured. All
work fully guaranteed. Free estimates. Lic.
#14960A. 413-533-8867

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC
Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned compa-
ny. MA License #8101A1.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service,
roofing and siding contractor.
Tim 413-563-2229. Licensed/insured.
35 year construction supervisor.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &
Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in shrub
trimming, pruning, design, deliveries, load-
er, backhoe, insured. Professional. Please
call Bob (413)537-5789.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Landscape Design and Installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

PRO PAINTING
Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT NOON

HOME IMPROVEMENT

ELECTRICIAN

PJ’s Electrical
MASTER ELECTRICIAN
e Licensed & Insured *
Providing safe, reliable electrical
services for residential and com-
mercial projects.
NOW OFFERING FREE
CONSULTATIONS.
Call today to schedule your appointment.
(413) 366-1703
(Lic. #24046-A)

“Walker

Handyman Services

Home Iimprovement

Finish Carpentry ¢
Framing * Drywall ¢
Painting * & more!

(413) 687'5552/

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential

Call us at 413.283.8393

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

MOTORCYCLES

1992 HARLEY SPORTSTER, new
brakes, chain, sprockets, clutch, battery,
tires, starter. 27K miles. Ready to go. $2000
/ make offer. 508-867-2647/774-757-
8400

GERMAN SHEPHERD PUPS. Champi-
on Czech and Belgian bloodlines. 30 years
experience. 3M, 2F. READY NOW, $1,200.
413-218-2321

removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of
tree care. Call Dave 413-668-6560 day/
night.

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212.

ool
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

Make checks payable to Turley Publications

\
MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393
A [ )
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 g B | 24 e
2 B enge | 26 Setzacn| 27 Beseony| 28 P00
29 szice| 30 sasgprice | 31 Bassprics| 32 L
3 B s | 34 Basg frica| 39 i B a0
37 B isase | 38 Bsesnn| 39 Beany| 40 B ano0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTOWN

p HuBBARDSTON

WEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFEELD

(GROOKFIELD.

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

H o

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

LIVESTOCK

CHICKENS FOR SALE.
Barred Rocks, Reds, Australorp, Hybred.
All large brown New England type layers.
$20 each/6 for $100. 413-218-2321

Town Administrator
Town of Russell, MA

The Town of Russell seeks a Town Ad-
ministrator with strong communication
and collaborative skills to oversee and
manage day-to-day operations for our
Town. Russell is a small rural community
(pop. 1643) in the Southern Hilltown’s of the
Pioneer Valley region in Hampden County.
Led by a three-member Select Board, and
Open Town Meeting form of government,
the Town relies on the Town Administrator
to be responsible for the oversight and
management of daily operations of the
Town.

Responsibilities include scheduling, de-
veloping and implementing town projects,
assisting with the preparation of budgets,
coordinating with various town boards and
committees, supervising and coordinating
overall operations of Town government
and managing day-to-day affairs under the
general direction of the Select Board. The
Town Administrator will support the Select
Board, ensure compliance with all appli-
cable laws and regulations, interface with
government agencies and the public and
manage municipal operations for the Town.
Attendance at certain evening meetings is
required.

Candidates should have knowledge and
competence in municipal finance and
budgeting, project management, human
resource/personnel administration, Mas-
sachusetts municipal law, and intergovern-
mental and community relations.

The successful candidate should possess
five (5) years of municipal management
and leadership experience, or similar re-
sponsibilities in a public or government
agency. A degree in public administration
or a related field is preferred. An equivalent
combination of education, training and ex-
perience which demonstrates possession
of the required knowledge, skills and abil-
ities may also be considered.

This is a full-time position with benefits.
Starting salary range of $70,000 — $85,000
commensurate with qualifications and ex-
perience.

Submit resume and cover letter as a pdf
attachment to
nboersig@townofrussell.us
Applications must be
received by July 16, 2026.

The Town of Russell is an equal opportu-

nity employer.

FOR RENT

826 EAST STREET, LUDLOW. 2
BR., 1-1/2 bath, kitchen, dinette, LR.
Applications required. For more infor-
mation, please call 413-583-3097.

CONDO: 2 BEDROOM, 1.5 bath in Chi-
copee. Quiet, parking/2 cars. Total remodel.
$1600/month. ~ First/security.  413-204-
9828

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it llegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com
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> In The News

Genuine Culture President, Damany Gordon, his mom holding
the mic, Theresa Cooper-Gordon, VP of Genuine Culture, and
Wistariahurst Museum Director Megan Seiler.
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H. Zahara Caldwell reflects on
the importance of Juneteenth
before reading an excerpt from
her book ‘The Fiercest Kind.

DJ Pzo Pete getting the crowd
on to the dance floor.

\“\
J) ﬁasﬁ.\\‘

Holyoke Mayor Joshua Garcia
delivers opening remarks.

Elder Terrence Haynes and Voices of Praise offering a live performance.

CELEBRATE, from page 1

host a walkthrough that
will showcase all of the art
completed here today, and
we can’t wait to see the full
result, and we hope the pub-
lic feels the same.”
Seiler also offered a
- small tease and outline
. of what the 5th anniversa-

ry next year could
/" entail.

“Currently, the
plan is to go big-
ger, as I mentioned
before, and we can
achieve that by find-

ing new people to
be guest speakers, offering
the invitation to different
music groups, and continu-
ing to offer and promote
these collaborative com-
munity art projects, but I
feel today has just been
i incredible across the
board, and I couldn’t
have asked for better,”
Seiler said.
The celebration then

|I||

Vendors quickly got customers and didn’t let up as the community came together.

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE- IN
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kicked off as mother &
son duo Theresa Cooper-
Gordon(VP) and Damany
Gordon(President) from
Genuine Culture took
the mic to introduce
Pastor Bernard Smith
from Bethlehem Baptist
Community Church who
led a live rendition of the
Black National Anthem:
‘Life Every Voice and Sing”,
which set the stage for a spe-
cial moment as all attend-
ees joined in, and added to
the experience, solidifying
the moment and message of
unity, felt by all.

In addition, audiences
were treated to a live read-
ing from local authors H.
Zahara Caldwell and Patricia
Spradley, who offered their
books ‘The Fiercest Kind’
and ‘Positive on Purpose.’

Lastly, Seiler also shared
an outline of the future
projects and collaborations
Wistariahurst has in store for
the remainder of the summer,
now that school is out.

“So we’re looking to

Turley photos by Brendan Rooney

continue doing book clubs,
which have been really great
as of late, and in additional
with it being Pride month,
we’re currently doing one
about it’s a graphic novel
about queer theory and queer
history for Pride,” Seiler
said. “And I can reveal that
as of this month, we will
have a sensory-friendly Pride
at the end of the month,
which will feature a Drag
Queen story hour, which
we’re really excited about.”
She also revealed that the
museum is excited to wel-
come back Dino Days.

“We’ll be having Dino
days again this year because
Western Mass has some of
the most dinosaur footprints
in fossils in the country, and
we have some out front of
our museum. So we’ll be
participating in the Dino trail
and yeah, were also going to
host additional house tours,
illustrating that we have all
sorts of great stuff going on
all summer long, so please
stop by,” Seiler said.

Food truck plaza behind Wistariahurst Museum.

ALL AMERICAN RIB SALE!
USDA INSP. FRESH
ORK 2 50
$25|)b0
USDA INSP. FROZEN
ST.LOUIS

SPARE RIBS i i o
STVLE PORK RIBS...on > 220
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CHICKEN BREAST ... 2 @ 2
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ITALIAN SAUSAGE
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3230

£ 90 Meat Outlet® 9°SAp‘r'i¢::;fé:dSt-
- Wed 413-737-1288
Thurs. 86 Fri.8-6 + Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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B-17 crash on Mt. Tom

HOLYOKE - The 80th
anniversary of the July 9,
1946, crash of a B-17 that
killed all 25 aboard will
be held at the crash site on
Saturday, July 11, at 10 a.m.

The flight, enroute to
New York from Greenland,
was to stop at Westover Field
in Chicopee as the port of
entry into the United States
before continuing on to its
final destination.

For nearly three
decades, the communi-
ty has gathered annually at
the crash site to honor their
memory and ensure that
their service and sacrifice are
never forgotten.

While making the
approach to Westover on a
dark, rainy night, the plane
struck the 1200-foot moun-
tain about 300 feet below
the summit. After tearing
through trees, the B-17 hit
a rocky outcrop causing the
aircraft to disintegrate and
starting an intense fire that

burned for much of the night.

Several people who were
at the Mountain Park amuse-
ment park at the base of Mt.
Tom that night climbed up
toward the accident site via
an old cable railway roadbed
but could not get close due
to the heat of the fires. In the
morning, rescue crews found
the bodies of the young men
among the wreckage in the
scarred and charred land-
scape. All were killed on
impact.

The crash was, at the
time, the worst air disaster
in New England’s history
and the single largest loss of
Coast Guard life outside of a
maritime accident.

This year’s ceremony
marks not only the 80th anni-
versary of the tragedy but
also the 30th anniversary of
the establishment of the Mt.
Tom Memorial, which has
become a place of reflection,
education, and gratitude for
generations of visitors.

Read The Holyoke Sun online at
www.sun.turley.com




