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Diplomas
now
attainable

Students denied
diplomas due to MCAS
can now apply for one

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE -
Last year, the voters in
Massachusetts chose to do
away with the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment
System test as a graduation
requirement.

The ballot question
on the 2024 November bal-
lot changed everything for
schools in the state. While
the vote did not do with the
MCAS as a testing and mea-
suring tool for a student’s
basic knowledge in sub-
jects like mathematics and
English/language arts, 10th
graders taking the test are no
longer required to pass the
test in order to receive a high
school diploma.

Those who failed the
10th grade exams were usu-
ally given opportunities to
re-take the test or complete
an alternate project in lieu of
the test requirement.

With MCAS no longer
a requirement, individual
school districts, in addition
to their course and credit
requirements, now have the
ability to set their own alter-
nate requirements for gradu-
ation. A few school districts,
like Frontier Regional, actu-
ally voted to keep the MCAS
as a graduation requirement.

Receiver/Superintendent
Anthony Soto said June 9 at
the school committee meet-
ing, that there is now a path
for students who did not
receive a diploma due to fail-
ure of the MCAS test, are
now eligible to apply for a
diploma according to the fol-
lowing criteria:

See MCAS, page 12

osts prom event,

HOLYOKE - Mont
Marie Rehabilitation and
Health Care recently held
a Senior Prom crown-
ing a king and queen
as part of the event.
Laura Hicks, Ms. Senior

Massachusetts and
Madelynn Hardtk, Miss
Western Massachusetts,
attended the event to
announce the King
Donald Savard and
Queen Yvette Guile.

Mont Marie Rehabilitation and Health Care had a prom event
recently.

g

www.sun.turley.com
e

The event featured appearances by Laura Hicks, Ms. Senior Massachusetts and Madelynn Hardtk,

Miss Western Massachusetts.

Councilors

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - At
Tuesday’s Holyoke City
Council meeting, Councilors
Kevin Jourdain and Linda
Vacon introduced an order
that a resolution be adopted
and sent to the federal gov-
ernment seeking to remove
Holyoke’s label as a sanctu-

seek city’s ‘label’ as sanctuary to be removed

ary city.

Earlier this year, Mayor
Joshua Garcia issued an
order instructing the city’s
law enforcement officials not
to work with ICE agents in
the event they come to the
city to remove illegal immi-
grants. However, accord-
ing to Jourdain and Vacon’s
order, Garcia did not instruct
law enforcement to impede

ICE, and he never designat-
ed Holyoke as a sanctuary
city.

Further, Jourdain and
Vacon are proposing that the
resolution includes that the
City Council declares that
Holyoke is not a sanctuary
city.

All of this is need-
ed to stop issues with fed-
eral funding as some funds

and grants have been taken
away from the city due to
the federal government clas-
sifying Holyoke as a sanc-
tuary city. While there is no
confirmation from federal
officials, it is possible that
Garcia’s order contributed to
Holyoke’s designation by the
federal government.
Jourdain and Vacon
seek Holyoke’s immediate

removal as a sanctuary city,
and included the following
points as part of their reso-
lution:

“To the extent, Holyoke
has been deemed a sanctuary
city by the federal govern-
ment for failing to comply
with any federal law or reg-
ulation, the Department of

See CITY page 12

Library set to kick off for exciting summer reading program

By Christina Gioscia
Correspondent

HOLYOKE - School
is out and Holyoke Public

Library is getting ready to
host fun and education-
al events for children and
teens all summer long. The
library’s itinerary is packed

with free events for children
of all ages to attend. Story
time will be held at 11 p.m.
on Tuesdays, July 1 through
July 29. Craft Hour will be

There will be many activities for children and adults throughout the summer at Holyoke Public Library.
File photo

held at 2 p.m. on Mondays,
June 30 through June 28,
and registration is required.
STEAM Activity will be
held at 4 p.m. on Thursdays,
July 10 through July 31,
and registration is required.
Game Days will be held at
11 a.m. on Fridays, July 11
through August 1. Science
Heroes will be held at 1 p.m.
on Wednesday July 9 where
children will get the chance
to participate in a fun and
educational science exper-
iment. Learn in Motion
will take place at 1 p.m. on
Saturday July 12. Cardboard
Kingdom will take place at
1 p.m. on Saturday July 16,
registration for this event is
required. The Reptile Nook
will be held at 1 p.m. on
Saturday July 19. Big Joe
the Storyteller is an event

being held on Wednesday
July 23 at 1 p.m. Local
Storyteller Rona Leventhal
will be at the library on
Wednesday July 30 at 1 p.m.
Each of these week-
ly and one-time events
gives children and teens the
opportunity to keep their
imaginations and critical
thinking skills sharp over
the summer. The library has
planned these events while
keeping in mind what chil-
dren, teens and their care-
givers want to see the library
offer. The library provides a
safe welcoming environment
for families over the summer
to learn and have fun.
“Some of the acts are
new, and some are return-
ing crowd favorites. We try

See LIBRARY, page 12

Dinosaurs
tracking
through
Wistariahurst

HOLYOKE - This
July, Wistariahurst is cel-
ebrating all things dinosaur
tracks. Come by the museum
Sunday, July 13 from 12 to 3
p-m. for our Sensory Friendly
Dino Day, perfect for the
whole family. Come back the
following week to hear dino
track expert Sarah Doyle
present about the tracks that
can be found right here at the
museum during Dinosaurs in
the Driveway July 20, 1 to 2
p-m.

Dino Day at Sensory
Friendly Sunday Funday
will entertain you and
the little ones with dino-
saur-themed activities galore.
Wistariahurst Museum has a
new, fun dino-themed scav-
enger hunt to celebrate Dino
Day. Follow alongside Patty
the Dinosaur and learn all
about Massachusetts’s state
dinosaur, Podokesaurus
Holyokensis. Best of all,
there is no time limit to this
scavenger hunt, so all can
enjoy this activity at their
own pace. At the end of your
hunt, stop by the front desk
to show your answers and
win a fun prize.

See DINO, page 12
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City reports paving mostly complete

By Gregory A. Scibelli
gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE - While
funding is at a premium, the
Department of Public Works
is reporting the streets includ-
ed in the FY2025 paving pro-
grams are “substantially com-
plete” as of June 5.

The fiscal year, which
ends on June 30, including the
following projects being com-

pleted:

e South Street (from
Northampton St to High
Street)

* Beech Street (from
Northampton Street to Ladd
Street) —

e Linden Street (from
Beech Street to Anderson
Avenue)

¢ Homestead Avenue
(from Fairmont Street to
Westfield Road)

e Jackson Street (from
High Street to South Race
Street)

e Meadow Street (from
Main Street to end)

e Old Jarvis Avenue
(from Jarvis Avenue to
Easthampton Road)

¢ Bassett Road (from Old
Jarvis Avenue to Alma Street)

¢ Alma Rd (Bassett Rd to
Jarvis Ave)

e Dupuis Road (from

Apremont Highway to the
Southampton town line)

* Holly Meadow Rd
(west end)

To complete the work
for FY2025, the city will be
completing permanent line
striping prior to the end of the
month.

The details of the
FY2026 paving program,
which begins on July 1, will
be shared with the public.

Preservation Trust

announces

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke Preservation Trust
has announced it will host
the Fifth Annual Garden
Tour in the city.

This year’s event will
feature new gardens, a pho-
tography contest, a tree
tour with Forester Tom
Kass, and a lecture from
Bernie Conway, Assistant

Garden Tour

Gardener at NY Botanical
Garden.

The event will be held
on Saturday, June 28 and
admission is $20 per person
with children 12 and under
free of charge.

For more information
and to purchase tickets, go
to www.holyokepreserva-
tiontrust.org

HOLYOKE - The

PrideFest set for this

countdown is on. Holyoke
PrideFest 2025 is happen-
ing this Saturday, June 21,
and the heart of downtown
Holyoke will come alive
with color, joy, and cele-
bration at Veterans Park
from 12 to 6 p.m. — rain or
shine. Get ready for a full
afternoon of food, fun, and
fierce performances featur-
ing an incredible lineup of
live entertainment, includ-
ing RuPaul Drag Race star
Alyssa Hunter and sing-
er-songwriter Mary Lambert,
plus dozens of local perform-
ers, DIJs, craft vendors, and
community organizations.
This free, family-friendly
event welcomes everyone.

Whether you’re LGBTQIA+,
an ally, or simply looking to
enjoy a beautiful day in com-
munity — you belong here.

The celebration con-
tinues into the evening with
the Holyoke Pride After
Party from 5 to 11 p.m. at
420 Dwight Street. This 21+
event features DJs, dancing,
drag, drinks, and pure Pride
energy.

Tickets available at the
door or online at www.holy-

weekend

okepride.org We’re especial-
ly grateful to our lead spon-
sor, Holyoke Community
College, for their continued
support in making these
events possible.

Holyoke PrideFest is
organized by an all-volun-
teer committee with support
from generous sponsors,
community partners, and
individuals who believe in
the power of visibility and
inclusion.

HCC offering free course in
artificial intelligence essentials

HOLYOKE - Dive into
the world of artificial intel-
ligence with a free, 12-week
training course offered by
Holyoke Community College
in partnership with the non-
profit CanCode Communities.

“Al Essentials,” a real-
time, instructor-led online
training program runs on
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
June 24 to Sept. 11, from
5:45 to 8:45 p.m. each day.

The class is free to eligi-
ble Massachusett residents.

Over 12 weeks, partic-
ipants will learn the funda-
mentals of Al, including
prompt engineering, tokeni-

zation, embeddings, model
structures, retrieval-augment-
ed generation (RAG), agency,
compute, and ethics.

The course emphasizes
practical applications, lever-
aging tools such Google Al
Studio, n8n, and OpenWebUI
to explore how Al models are
built, trained, and deployed in
the real world.

“Along the way, partici-
pants will gain valuable pro-
fessional development expe-
rience, enhancing their tech-
nical skills and problem-solv-
ing abilities,” said Arvard
Lingham, HCC executive
director of community edu-

cation and corporate training.

Tuition assistance
is available for qualified
Massachusetts residents 18
and older. Limited seats are
available. Laptops and WiFi
hotspots for Internet access
will be provided for students
who need them.

Funding for the program
comes from the Western
Mass Alliance for Digital
Equity.

To sign up for class-
es, please send an email to
admissions @albanycancode.
org, or go to cancode.org/
apply-now and choose “Al
Essentials.”

HCC to host fireworks

HOLYOKE - The City
of Holyoke will be hosting
the annual Fourth of July
fireworks on Friday, June 27
(with a rain-date of June 29).
The event will take place
on the grounds of Holyoke
Community College, at 303
Homestead Avenue.

Vendors interested
in taking part in the event
should contact the Parks
and Recreation Department
before June 13, for a permit
application at 413-322-5620.

We encourage every-
one to come early to enjoy

the music and food from a
variety of vendors as well
as many children’s activities.
The event begins at 6 p.m.,
with the fireworks display
scheduled to start at dusk.

Many of the streets
around the college will close
early, please plan for alter-
nate routes. We are current-
ly searching for volunteers,
please call the Mayor’s
Office at 413-561-1600. If
you are planning to bring
your dog to the fireworks,
the dog must be always kept
on a leash.

Release party scheduled

HOLYOKE - The

City of Holyoke is proud
to announce the release of

its community cookbook,
Sldinte & Sabor, with a
launch celebration open to

SLAINTE &SABOR

the public on Wednesday,
June 25 from 5 to 6:30
p.m. El Mercado, 413 Main
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040.

This special event hon-
ors the residents, families,
and organizations who con-
tributed recipes, stories, and
cultural wisdom to the cook-
book, which reflects the rich
culinary and cultural heritage
of Holyoke’s diverse com-
munities.

The evening will include
light refreshments, free raf-
fles, Slainte & Sabor exclu-
sive aprons, music, and a

for community cookbook

chance to meet the contrib-
utors who helped bring this
cultural and historic moment
to life.

Community members
are encouraged to attend, cel-
ebrate, and receive a copy of
the cookbook.

Books will be available
at the event with a suggested
donation of $10, supporting
the Puerto Rican Cultural
District and future cultural
programming.

For more information,
contact Stephanie Colon sco-
lon@holyoke.org.

Tourism Advisory Committee seeking new members to promote positive change

HOLYOKE - The City
of Holyoke is currently
seeking enthusiastic and
experienced individuals to
join its Tourism Advisory
Committee (TAC). If you're
a hotelier, restaurant owner,
or someone with a strong
background in the tourism
or hospitality industry —
we want to hear from you.
Priority will be given to
candidates with experience
in these areas. We are also
looking for a youth mem-

ber who is under 21 years of
age, a Holyoke resident and
interested in promoting the
positive things happening in
Holyoke.

The TAC is a dynam-
ic group made up of tour-
ism experts and communi-
ty representatives, includ-
ing voices from iconic
local institutions like the
Wistariahurst Museum and
the International Volleyball
Hall of Fame. Together, the
committee advises the city

on all things tourism —
from strategy and events to
funding and promotion.

This is your chance to
get involved, make a real
impact, and yes — help
give away money! The TAC
helps allocate funding for
local events and community
projects that make Holyoke
a vibrant and welcoming
place to visit.

For 2025 TAC utilized
funds to support 11 events
including;

* Holyoke Pride
Festival on June 11

* The Great Holyoke
Brink Race on October 11

* Holyoke Paper Fest on
June 7

e Paper City Oaks
Semi Pro indoor Lacrosse
at Fitzpatricks Arena -
Summer 2025

* Holyoke Historical
Society Garden Tour July 12

* LOCULUS Presents
The Fourth Annual
SIDEWAYS DOOR: A

Festival of Ecstasies &
Escape Routes September
19 to 21

e Imagined Worlds
Mural Project with the
Holyoke Children’s
Museum

* Lemonade & Laughter
at the Merry Go Round -
fall 2025

* Holyoke Canals and
its Mills - fall 2025

e BBJ Spring
Spectacular Showing: A free
night of musical theater -

fall 2025

More information on all
these events can be found at
ExploreHolyoke.com

To learn more about
TAC, visit https://www.
holyoke.org/departments/
tourism-advisory-commit-
tee/.

If you are interested
in joining TAC please send
cover letter and resume to

vegaa@holyoke.org at
the Office of Planning and
Economic Development

kitchen facilities.

4 BUILDING USE AVAILABLE FOR -
receptions, meetings,
retreats, showers, etc.

4 SPACE OFFERS - air conditioned hall,
handicapped accessible,
parking, elevator and

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

We welcome. We worship. We learn. We serve. We give. We connect.

allsaintschurchoffice@gmail.com
www.allsaintsallwelcome.org

7 Woodbridge Street
South Hadley, MA
Phone - 413-532-8917
Office Hours -

1-5pm Tues.-Fri.

*o

Available for
purchase on
Amazon.com
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images and text,
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Massachusetts
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another
generation and
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their history.”

- Doris
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NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is re-
quested to check their adver-
tisement the first time it appears.
This paper will not be responsi-
ble for more than one corrected
insertion, nor will be liable for
any error in an advertisement to
a greater extent than the cost of
the space occupied by the item
in the advertisement.

meet strict deadlines
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Publications, Inc.
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JOB OPPORTUNITY
newspaper
correspondent

The Holyoke Sun seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

e Must be dependable, professional and able to

e Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water Street
Palmer, MA 01069

or email directly to
gscibelli@turley.com
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Therapy

dog Maki
to visit
library

HOLYOKE -
Holyoke Public Library
will host a visit from
Maki the Therapy Dog.
He will appear on June
9, 16, 23, July 7, 14, 21,
and 28, Aug. 18 and 25
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. on
the fourth floor. Call for a
15-minute time slot.

In The News ¢

Wistariahurst Museum to offer passport series

HOLYOKE - Take a
trip to Wistariahurst Museum
this summer for our Summer
Passport Series at Sensory
Friendly Sunday Fundays.
We have an array of themed
Sunday Fundays that will
delight the whole family visit
after visit. Wistariahurst visi-
tors will get their own passport
that will be stamped at every
event. Guests will get reward-
ed prizes based on how many
stamps they collect by the
end of the Summer Passport
Series. From toys, to coloring
books, to limited Wistariahurst

merch, you don’t want to miss
earning a prize! Aiming for
the biggest prize? Make sure
to visit Wistariahurst during
each of the following Sunday
Funday events:

June 8, June 22, July 13,
July 27, Aug. 10, Aug. 24,
Sept. 7, and Sept. 21 all from
12 to 3 p.m. Each day fea-
tures a different events from
Celebrate Pride and Juneteenth
to Garden Grooves and Dino
Days.

Each of these events has
unique activities and opportu-
nities for engagement. From

Drag Storytime at Celebrate
Pride, to a Dino Dance Party
at Dino Days, there’s some-
thing new every visit. Sunday
Fundays are designed for
guests of all ages, with our
friends with sensory sensi-
tivities in mind. Throughout
the first floor, children will be
able to interact with fine motor
activities, puzzles, and board
games to engage with and
enjoy. Gross motor activities
like hula hoops, hopscotch,
and bounce balls will get
everyone moving and groov-
ing. Need to take a break from

the energy? A low sensory
area will be available to guests
as well. Throughout the first
floor, guests can also inter-
act with activities such as our
Where’s Winston scavenger
hunt. During your self-guided
tour, keep your eyes open for
our lethargic, little lion. Take a
picture or selfie with him and
show your picture to our front
desk attendant to get an exclu-
sive Winston sticker.

Our Sensory Friendly
Sunday Fundays provide an
excellent opportunity for fam-
ilies with sensory sensitivities

to experience our museum
in a relaxed environment at
their own pace. Wistariahurst
is thrilled to host these open
hours, allowing families to
explore, discover, and connect
with our museum. This is why
these events will be free and
accessible to the public for
all to enjoy. The first event of
the Sunday Funday Passport
Series is right around the cor-
ner. Join us Sunday, June 8
for Celebrate Pride. Pack your
bags, pick up your passport,
and start collecting stamps-
and memories.

Author Moldover to visit library

HOLYOKE - On
Monday, June 23 at 4 p.m.
at Holyoke Public Library,
a conversation with author
Jonathan Moldover will
take place.

Thomas Cole climbed
Mt. Holyoke in Hadley,
Massachusetts, in 1833 and
sketched the oxbow curve
in the Connecticut River to
the southwest. He used the
sketch and his field notes
three years later when cre-
ating his iconic oil painting
of the Oxbow. It embodied
his artistic techniques and
his philosophy of man’s
role in nature, thereby epit-
omizing the Hudson River
School of Art.

It is hard to imagine
when driving across the

Oxbow today on Interstate
91 in Northampton that
this is the same land-
scape. Instead of pastoral
farmland, there is a card-
board manufacturing plant,
the largest marina on the
Connecticut River, and a
community of homes, not
to mention the highway
itself. And the island is
now on the Northampton
side of the river, not the
Hadley side, as in Cole’s
time.

While exploring how
these changes occurred, the
author and his wife became
involved with an oral his-
tory project, interview-
ing residents of Oxbow.
Those interviews served as
the impetus for his book,

which interweaves quotes
from the interviews with
photographs and a well-re-
searched historical nar-
rative. It tells the story
of how nature and man
changed the island and the
remarkable resilience of the
Oxbow community.

In this lecture the
author Jonathan Moldover
will describe how the proj-
ect developed and some of
the challenges involved.
He will talk about the com-
munity that developed on
the Island and show video
clips from the interviews of
residents who grew up and
raised their children there.

For registration, please
call 413-420-8101 or email
library @holyoke.org

MassDOT updates on High-Maple project

HOLYOKE - A public
information meeting will
be held by MassDOT on
Tuesday, June 24, at 5:30
p-m. at the Holyoke Public
Library to discuss the pro-
posed corridor improve-
ments project on High and
Maple Streets.

The purpose of this
meeting is to provide the
public with an update on the
project and to solicit input.
All views and comments
made at the meeting will be
reviewed and considered.

The project consists of
transportation safety and
mobility improvements
along the High Street and
Maple Street corridors from
South Street to Lyman Street
in downtown Holyoke. The
project is still in the design
phase.

At the June 24 meeting,
MassDOT and its team will

HANNOUS

JEWELERS.
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

provide an update on the
project status, share prelim-
inary design concepts, and
solicit feedback from the
community to help to inform
the further development of
the design. Safe and accessi-
ble conditions for all modes
of transportation includ-
ing walking, biking, transit
(bus), and driving will be
provided in accordance with
applicable design guidelines.

This library is acces-
sible to people with dis-
abilities. MassDOT pro-
vides accommodations
and/or language assistance
free of charge upon request
(including but not limited
to interpreters in American
Sign Language and lan-
guages other than English,
open or closed captioning
for videos, assistive listen-
ing devices and alternate
material formats, such as

H WEBUY coLD!

audio tapes, Braille and
large print), as available.
For accommodation or lan-
guage assistance, contact
MassDOT’s Chief Diversity
and Civil Rights Officer by
phone (857-368-8580), fax
(857-368-

0602), TTD/TTY (857-
368-0603) or by email
(MassDOT.CivilRights @
dot.state.ma.us). Requests
should be made as soon as
possible prior to the meet-
ing. For more difficult to
arrange services including
sign-language, CART or
language translation or inter-
pretation, requests should be
made at least ten business
days before the meeting.

In the event of inclem-
ent weather, a cancellation
announcement will be post-
ed on the internet at https:/
www.mass.gov/orgs/high-
way-division/events.

Tykes Tuesday is back

HOLYOKE - Tykes
Tuesday is back for free
family fun at Holyoke Mall
Tuesday mornings from July
8 through Aug. 19.

Tykes Tuesday, spon-
sored by The Care Center,
features seven weeks of free
family activities and exclusive
discounts on Tuesdays start-
ing at 11 a.m. on the lower
level in Macy’s Court. The
kids’ program is free, open
to the public, and is best suit-
ed for children ages 12 and
under. This year’s activities
include live animal ambassa-
dors, a magic show, free tram-
poline park admission, and
more.

Tykes Tuesday Schedule:

e July 8: Wildlife on
Wheels with Forest Park Zoo

e July 15: Adventures
at Altitude Trampoline
Park (Limited Availability,
Registration Full)

e July 22: Celebrate
Christmas in July with Mrs.
Claus, Face Painting and
More

e July 29: Magic Show
with Ed Popielarczyk

* August 5: Meet and
Greet with the Holyoke Fire
Department and Belchertown
PD Dog

e August 12: Superhero
Training Academy with Face
Painting and Balloon Art

e August 19: Funtastic
Forces with Mad Science

Families are encour-
aged to pre-register at wWww.
holyokemall.com/tykes-tues-
day-2025/. Plus, families who
come to all 7 weeks of Tykes
Tuesday will be entered to
win a Grand Raffle Prize of
a Back-to-School gift pack.
Those interested can get a
loyalty punch card at the
Holyoke Mall registration
table on July 8.

COLLEGE NEWS

Gibbons
earns degree
from Clark
University

WORCESTER -
Stephen J. Gibbons,
of Holyoke, received
a degree from Clark
University on Monday,
May 19. Gibbons grad-
uated magna cum laude
with a Bachelor of Arts.

Clark awarded 468
undergraduate degrees
and 1,014 advanced
degrees during two cer-
emonies as part of
the University’s 121st
Commencement exer-
cises, held at the DCU
Center in Worcester.

Pickleball tournament July 20 to
benefit Greater Springfield Habitat

WESTFIELD - Greater
Springfield Habitat for
Humanity (GSHFH) is excit-
ed to announce a Pickleball
Tournament open to players
of all skill levels on Sunday,
July 20, at The Picklr 415 E.
Main St (The Westfield Shops
Retail A-1).

From 12 to 4 p.m., sea-
soned players and rookies
alike, will play a “King of the
Court” three-person style play.
Tickets are $40 each, which
includes prizes, snacks and
refreshments, swag bags, and
ridiculous amounts of fun. All
are welcome to participate or

spectate. To purchase tickets,
visit habitatspringfield.org

“We are excited to be
hosting this event. The staff
at The Picklr has been educat-
ing us on all things pickleball
and helping us to ensure a fun
and lively event while raising
awareness and supporting our
construction programs,” said
Aimee Giroux, GSHFH exec-
utive director.

Greater Springfield
Habitat is also looking
for sponsors for the event.
Sponsorships range from
$500 to $1,500.

For more information,

see attached flyer.

GSHFH is dedicated to
strengthening communities
by empowering low-income
families to change their lives
and the lives of future genera-
tions through homeownership
and home preservation oppor-
tunities. Since 1987, Greater
Springfield Habitat has built
or repaired 129 homes in
Hampden County.

For more informa-
tion, contact Olga Callirgos,
Homeowner Programs coor-
dinator, at callirgos@hab-
itatspringfield.org or (413)
739-5503 x1003.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

THatiers

By Russell Gloor

Can my husband

work part time and
collect Social Security?

Dear Rusty:

I am writing to you on
behalf of my husband. His
intentions are to go part
time as of Jan. 1, 2026,
working 30 hours a week
and take Social Security
benefits as supplemen-
tal income. How can we
determine what his Social
Security benefit would be
with him still working part
time? He will be 63 and 7
months old next January
and has not yet applied for
benefits. We look forward
to hearing from someone
very soon.

Signed:
Anxious for Information

Dear Anxious:

If he claims Social
Security at age 63 and 7
months, your husband’s
benefit will be about 78%
of what it would be if he
waited until age 67 to
claim.

And, since your
husband will not yet
have reached his SS
Full Retirement Age, he
will be subject to Social
Security’s Annual Earning
Test, which limits how
much he can earn while
working and collect-
ing early Social Security
retirement benefits. The
amount he can earn with-
out paying a penalty
changes yearly but, for
reference, the earnings
limit for 2025 is $23,400
per year.

If his work earnings
exceed the annual limit,
Social Security will take
away some of his bene-
fits. Using the 2025 limit
as an example, if your
husband’s annual 2025
earnings were $40,000,
then he would owe about
$8,300 (half of the amount
he exceeded the limit by).
Social Security would
withhold his monthly ben-
efits for enough months
to recover what he owes
for exceeding the earnings
limit. How many months
they withhold would be
determined by his monthly
SS benefit amount.

FYI, the earnings
test lasts until your hus-
band reaches his Full
Retirement Age (his FRA
is age 67), but in the year
he attains his FRA the
penalty for exceeding the
limit is less, $1 for every
$3 over the limit and the
limit is much higher. The
annual earnings test no
longer applies once your
husband reaches his FRA.

When your husband
applies for his SS retire-
ment benefit, Social
Security will ask about
his work plans and how
much he expects to earn
each year. Based upon that
information, if he expects
to exceed the annual limit
they will pay his benefits
for some months of the
year depending on his pro-
jected earnings and with-

hold his benefits for the
remaining months. They
will also monitor his annu-
al earnings as reported
to the IRS and make any
appropriate benefit adjust-
ment afterwards.

If SS benefits are
withheld because your
husband exceeded the
annual earnings limit,
when he reaches his full
retirement age (67), Social
Security will give him
time-credit for all month’s
that benefits were with-
held. Essentially, they
will advance his actual
claim date by the number
of months benefits were
withheld, which will make
his monthly benefit high-
er at his FRA. The higher
amount he receives after
reaching his FRA will
help him recover some
of the money withheld as
a result of exceeding the
earnings limit before his
FRA.

Please note that it
is always best to inform
Social Security up front
if your husband plans to
work and earn even part
time prior to reaching his
FRA. The IRS will pro-
vide the SSA with your
husband’s earnings infor-
mation and SSA will (if
his projected earnings
weren’t disclosed when
he applied) issue an
Overpayment Notice if he
earns more than allowed.
He will then be required to
repay SS everything owed
or have his benefits with-
held until Social Security
recovers what he owes.

One final point: by
claiming his benefits in
January 2026, your hus-
band’s monthly amount
will be reduced by about
22% from the amount he
would get at his FRA of
67. Claiming early before
FRA always results in a
benefit reduction, whereas
waiting longer than FRA
to claim always results in
a higher monthly amount
(maximum benefit is
reached at age 70).

The Association
Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is
intended for informa-
tion purposes and does
not represent legal or
financial guidance. It
presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

N eny &
BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

from a woman, who had

a couple of Western blue-
birds nest in her backyard
birdhouse.

Western bluebirds are
small thrushes, who usually
perch upright. They are 6 to
7 inches long, larger than a
sparrow and smaller than a
robin. These bluebirds have
thin, straight bills and short
tails. The male Western blue-
bird is shiny blue above with
rust orange on the breast and
back. The throat is blue in
males and the lower belly is
whitish. Females are gray-
buff with pale orange on the
breast. Their throat is gray-
buff. They have a blue tint on
the wings and tail.

Ireceived an email in May

They inhabit open wood-
lands, both coniferous and
deciduous and burned areas.
They commonly use bird
baths. The female lays two
to eight pale to bluish white
eggs per clutch. They pounce
on the ground when looking
for worms and berries. They
also catch insects. Their pri-
mary diet is insects and ber-
ries and will come to feeders
for mealworms.

Compared to the Eastern
bluebird, the male Western
bluebird has a blue rather
than the bright white belly
like the Eastern bluebird.
The orange also extends to
the shoulders. Western blue-
birds are not typically found
in Massachusetts.

Western bluebird

Eastern bluebirds

A Barre resident puts out
mealworms for the Eastern
bluebirds, He has a pair
coming to feast on the meal-
worms.

Mute swans and cranes

A Barre woman reported
seeing a pair of mute swans
on Long Pond in Rutland.
I saw one of the swans this
week on the same pond. She
also reported seeing a sand-
hill crane. An Oakham res-
ident thinks a pair of sand-
hill cranes have nested. He
now only sees one in his field
or flying overhead between

See BIRDS, page 5

What not do this last week of spring

y avoiding
these
com -

mon mis-
takes you’ll
be well on
your way to
a wonderful
landscape
this summer.

Sowing grass

seed at the
wrong time
Did you know that the
end of August/ beginning of
September is the best time to
get a new lawn off to a good
start? It is, first and foremost
because crab grass (the arch
enemy of real grass!) can’t
gain a foot hold late in the
growing season. Slightly
cooler temperatures and
adequate rainfall prevalent
during that time of year help

too.

Scalping the lawn

Healthy turf isn’t mown
as low, or as often as you
might think. Mowing to a
height of about three inch-
es will encourage a strong
stand of deep-rooted grass
that is capable of shading out
developing weeds and sus-
taining itself during periods
of drought.

Removing grass clippings
Take the bagger attach-

e
ande

by .

ment off of your mower and
let the clippings fall back
onto the lawn! Grass clip-
pings are a valuable source
of nitrogen, the nutrient
responsible for giving grass
its green color. It’s silly to
remove it, only then to pro-
vide it in the form of granu-
lar fertilizer.

Watering during

the heat of the day

Most gardeners know
that early in the day is the
optimal time for watering the
lawn as well as other plants.
Less water is lost to evapo-
ration, and fungal diseases
are kept to a minimum since
foliage has a chance to dry
before darkness sets in.

Choosing the wrong
plant for the location

Almost everyone has
fallen victim to the “T’ve got
to have that plant syndrome.”
This condition causes even

smart gardeners to buy plants
that don’t fit their particu-
lar situation. Heed the
advice provided on

the plant’s tag.

If it requires
shade, plant
it in a shady
location. If it
demands a well-
drained soil and yours is
clayey, amend the soil
first! Etc. etc.

Applying mulch too thinly

Topdressing our shrub
beds with a layer of mulch
each season can be an expen-
sive endeavor. Frugal gar-
deners may skimp in order to
save money. Do so and you
may be sorry, as weeds will
no doubt pop through less
than adequate coverage.

Make sure that bark
mulch is three to four inch-
es thick; hay or straw used
in veggie gardens should be
even thicker, to the tune of
eight to 12 inches.

Mulching too close

to the base of a tree

Never mound up bark
mulch against the base of
a tree. It can result in bark
decay. This condition can
bring about a disruption of
the translocation process of
food from the leaves of the

See GARDEN, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s

4 e JUNE20,2025 ¢ The Holyoke Sun

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The
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In The News ¢

HCC celebrates graduates of alternative high school program

HOLYOKE - Marjorie
Pagan Robles describes her
experience in public high
school as “complicated.” She
liked learning, she says, but
not how or what she was being
taught.

“Schools often have cur-
riculums that don’t reflect
or engage the students they
serve yet expect a positive
response,” she said. “They
fail to promote critical think-
ing and individuality and fall
short in their support of stu-
dents’ social and emotional
well-being. Instead, they lean
on punitive action rather than
addressing their own faults or
shortcomings.”

She was labeled “bad”
or “good,” she says, depend-
ing on the context — “good”
for her grades, but “bad’ for
talking back, questioning
adults’ actions, and standing
up for herself.

“They’d probably tell
you I had behavior issues,”

she said.

Like many students
who struggle in traditional
high school settings, Pagan
Robles experienced “push-
out,” and left after her junior
year. Instead, she enrolled in
Gateway to College, an alter-
native high school program at
Holyoke Community College.

Through Gateway, she
earned her high school diplo-
ma — by taking college classes.
She graduated June 6 with a
final college GPA of 4.0.

“I truly mean when I say
being part of this program
has healed the way I look at
school,” she said from the
stage of the Leslie Phillips
Theater as one of the keynote
speakers during the Gateway
graduation ceremony. “Now,
rather than just surviving I
aim to thrive, because I was
put in an environment where
I could do just that. I always
knew where I was going. Now
I have the tools to get there.”

Pagan Robles was one
of 47 students from nine area
school districts who graduat-
ed from Gateway this spring.
Collectively, they arrived at
HCC with an average high
school GPA of 1.57. They fin-
ished Gateway with an aver-
age GPA of 3.1 and collected
398 college credits. Thirty-five
of them will continue on in
college, most of them at HCC.

“With this class, Gateway
to College now has 660 high
school graduates,” said HCC
Gateway to College Director
Vivian Ostrowski. “Those
graduates have earned over
100 college degrees, with
many more in progress. One
Springfield grad just finished
at Mount Holyoke College,
and another earned a master’s
degree from UMass. We have
three RNs. Gateway grads
are indeed impressive.”

HCC’s Gateway program
started in 2008 and belongs
to the national Gateway

to College network. The
Gateway modus operandi is
to take students who have
dropped out of high school or
are at risk for dropping out and
put them into college classes,
where they can secure their
high school diplomas while
also earning transferable col-
lege credits.

“Gateway has always
served students for whom tra-
ditional high school is not a
good fit,” Ostrowski said.
“With Covid, traditional high
school was not a good fit for
anyone. These students expe-
rienced profound anxiety and
depression, lost family and
friends, dealt with addiction
and eating disorders and court
involvement, were alienated
from family, worked crazy
hours, had car accidents. It’s
been a rough go.”

Still, she added, “these
same students kept showing
up. These are some exception-
al human beings — strong and

resilient, kind and decent.”

Pagan Robles, a criminal
justice major from Holyoke,
earned 15 college credits
through Gateway and made
Dean’s List during her last
semester. She will transfer
into Western New England
University’s 3 + 3 law degree
program in September. Her
career goal is to be an immi-
gration lawyer.

“I wholeheartedly believe
there are no ‘bad’ kids,” said
Pagan Robles, the first person
in her family to go to college.
“I do believe that young peo-
ple have inherent power and
that this generation will be the
one to push our world forward.
The kid that was told they talk
too much will be defending
you in court one day; the one
doodling in class will design
the clothes you wear; the one
who talked back will be debat-
ing your politicians, and so on.
These are the kids that will
make the most difference not

only because they know what
it’s like to struggle but because
they are unafraid to challenge
authority, and that alone is a
powerful thing.”

Each year, Gateway
National recognizes individu-
al students for their academ-
ic performance. Fifteen HCC
Gateway students received the
Linda Huddle Award, which
honors graduating students
who earned a minimum GPA
of 3.0. Seven received the
President’s Award, presented
to students with a minimum
GPA of 3.7.

“Graduates,” Ostrowski
said during her closing
remarks, “you are Gateway for
Life. That means we will help
you with financial aid, scholar-
ships, job references — forever.
We will connect you with all
the right people at HCC — for-
ever. We will brainstorm with
you about your future — forev-
er. Relentless kindness — for-
ever. We love you.”

BIRDS, from page 1

Adams Pond and the Wolf
Swamp area of Oakham. The
last time I saw a sandhill
crane in my hayfield, there
was only one. Earlier this
spring I saw a two cranes in
the field, which is near Wolf
Swamp.

Titmouse and robin

An Oakham resident
reported, “There was a lot
of commotion at the robin
nest and I went to the win-
dow to see what was going
on. A titmouse was gathering
the soft fuzzy from under the
three eggs. Dad robin came
along and drove the titmouse
off.” She said, “I put out lots
of nesting materials, but as
always, someone else’s looks
better.”

Loon fact

The Loon Preservation
Committee offer loon facts
in their newsletter. The news-
letter said, “Generally, loons
will remain on the ocean
until they reach adulthood at
age three. This is not always
the case, each year here in
New Hampshire, the com-
mittee volunteers observer
the presence of five to ten

immature loons on the lakes
during the breeding season.
Upon their return as adults,
these loons begin to look for
a breeding territory of their
own.”

They will acquire their
first territory in one of three
ways: by passively replac-
ing a territory owner that has
died or is otherwise missing,
by establishing a new ter-
ritory on a lake that is not
currently occupied by loons
or by fighting and evicting
another loon from its territo-
ry and taking its place.

One of the ways a loon
can acquire a breeding ter-
ritory is to intrude upon an
already-occupied territory
and engage in territorial bat-
tles with the member of the
pair that is the same sex. If
the intruder wins, it will evict
the resident loon and take its
place as a pair member on
that territory.

The article said,
“Research has shown that
while selecting their first
breeding territory, loons tend
to look for lakes and ponds
that are similar, at least in
terms of size and pH, to the
lake they hatched on. This
may be a result of increased
chance of survival due to
familiarity, if, as a chick, a

loon learned to forage and
evade predators on a lake
with certain characteristics,
it makes sense that it would
seek out those same charac-
teristics, to which their skills
are well suited, to breed on.”

Another factor that has
been shown to influence ter-
ritory selection is previous
chick production. Territorial
intrusions tend to increase
following successful hatches,
indicating that loons without
a territory of their own may
use the production of chicks
as an indicator of territory
quality and target those suc-
cessful territories for take-
over.

Because they stay on
the ocean for the first years
of their lives and then must
spend time, sometimes many
years, acquiring a breeding
territory of their own, most
loons will not hatch chicks of
their own until they are six—
seven years old.

People may report a
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me
at 413-967-3505, leaving a
message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre,
MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Type of bread

5. Range of mountains

10. Ended

12. Musical forms with a
recurring theme

14. On the nature of
being

16. Law enforcement
agency

18. Australian flightless
bird

19. Subway rodent

33. Alternative form of
agene

35. Low shrub some call GLUES DOWN
“fat pork” 1. Retired game show

37. Plants in the
chamonmile tribe

38. Revolutionary War
era spy

40. Portion of a book

41. Hoover’s office

42, Title of respect

44, Tax collector

45. Cool!

67. Tense

host Sajak
2. Equal (prefix)

4. Loved
6.Ad__

20. More dried-up 48. Real estate 9. Opposite of yes 44, Drink
22. A beaver might build  50. Boy’s name 10. Diffuse clouds of 46. Behave in a way that
one 52. Airborne (abbr.) gas degrades
23. Suggestive of the 53. Strongly 11. Mentioning one by 47. Electronic music
supernatural recommends one style
25. Art __,around 1920 55. Hit lightly 13. Instruments used to ~ 49. Northern Ireland city
26. American rocker 56. Bar hill dilate 51. Upset
Snider 57. Atomic #54 15. Freshwater fish 54. Siiff structure
27. Not or 58. Devotes again 17. Remotely-manned resembling a hair
28. Earliest human: 63. Fish sauce flying objects 59. Father
__-Magnon Man 65. French stock market  18. Doctor of Education ~ 60. North Atlantic fish
30. Firearm 66. Things that consist ~ 21. Renews 61. 8th month (abbr.)
31. Tough outer skin of two elements or 23. Not the start 62. Make an effort
of fruit parts 24. Pitching stat 64. Commercial

3. Israeli city __ Aviv
5. A type of analyst
7. Gasteyer and de

Armas are two
8. Ran without moving

27. Small water
buffaloes

29. Ceramic jars

32. | (German)

34. Something to toss
on a fire

35. The process of
flowing in

36. A series of acts at a
night club

39. Egg of a louse

40. Inquire too closely

43. Travelers

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

GARDEN, from page 4

tree to its roots, weakening
it severely. The tree will
also become more vulnera-
ble to attacks by insects and
fungi.

Not moistening
peat moss before use

Most experts recom-
mend adding peat moss
to the planting hole when
installing trees, roses or
other shrubs. Rich in organ-
ic matter, it will get your
plants off to a great start,
but only if incorporated cor-
rectly.

Peat moss must be
moistened before use, other-
wise it will wick water away
from the plant it is intending
to help. Once thoroughly

wet, peat moss will aid in
moisture retention!

Forgetting to “butter-
fly” root balls at planting
time

Did you ever purchase
a tree or shrub, perennial
or annual whose root ball
was so thick with roots you
could barely see the soil in
which it was planted? Plants
that match this description
are “root bound.”

If this situation isn’t
remedied at planting time
the roots may never know
they have room to sprawl;
ultimately, growth may be
affected! Let the roots run
free by taking both hands
and splitting open or “but-
terflying” the root ball. Root
balls of larger specimens
can be scored in several
places with a knife.

Pruning summer
blooming shrubs now

Don’t prune your Rose
of Sharon or Hydrangea
now or you’ll take the flow-
ers with your clippings. On
the flip side, you have until
July 1 to prune your lilacs.
Rhododendrons and Azaleas
can be deadheaded now
for even more flowers next
spring.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @ turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Rev. Duy Le

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.

CHURCH .

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

ROSARY AND MEDITATION
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.

www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org

FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

(413) 533-7728

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave.,
Office: (413) 536-3369

DIRECTORY -~

Your 58
community

Church
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Holyoke

Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &

Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)
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Aldenville Post 337 falls to Monson

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE - During
the past several years, all the
District 3 Legion baseball
teams qualified for the play-
offs. That won’t be the case
this summer. Only the top six
teams in the standings will
qualify for the Legion play-
offs,

Two days after having
their season opener at North
Adams Post 125 postponed
due to rain, Monson Post
241 defeated Aldenville
Post 337, 4-2, at Szot Park
in Chicopee, last Wednesday
night.

“There isn’t going to
be a Western Mass. play-
off this year,” said Monson
manager Steve Tripp. “The
top six teams will qualify for
the State tournament. Every
game that you play during
the regular season is very
important.”

The first-place team in
the District 3 standings will
be hosting one of the pods

in the preliminary round of
the double elimination state
tournament. There are going
to be a total of seven pods
with four teams each. The
winner of each pod, along
with Quincy Morrisette

Memphis Huertas gets ready to receive a pitch.

Post 294, will advance
to the Final Eight Team
Department Championship
Tournament, which will
be held at Adams Field in
Quincy from July 26-30.

The Northeast Region

One Tournament will be held
at Holy Cross College in
Worcester.

Brayden Mega, who
graduated from Pathfinder

See POST, page 7

Alex Savlick goes after a grounder.

www.sports.turley.com

Justin Moskal delivers a pitch home.

Pioneers battle to
draw with Black Rock

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW — While the
Western Mass. Pioneers
haven’t lost a home match
this season, their faithful
supporters have celebrated
just one victory at historic
Lusitano Stadium.

The only meeting of
the regular season between
Black Rock FC and the
Pioneers ended in a 1-1
draw before a large crowd,
last Friday night.

“We do have a lot of
quality players, and we
always try to strive for
excellence,” said Pioneers
defender Aidan Kelly,
who’s also the team’s first
year captain. “It’s always
disappointing whenever
we drop points, especial-
ly at home. Hopefully, we
can get a result in our next
match at Vermont. We just
need to keep working hard.”

The soccer teams in the
USL League Two earn three
points for a victory and one
point for a tie.

The Pioneers (5-0-
2) had a total of 17 points
after their first seven
matches. They’re battling
Vermont Green FC (5-0-1,
16 points) for first place
in the Northeast Division
standings.

The first meeting of
the 2025 regular season
between the two rivals was
scheduled to take place at
Virtue Field in Burlington,
Vermont on Tuesday night.

The Western Mass.
squad will be hosting
Vermont in their final
match of the regular season
on July 11.

The Pioneers also
played a 1-1 tie in the home
opener on May 23 against
Seacoast United Phantoms,
who are the defending USL
League Two champions.
Their only home win came
against New England FC,
4-1, on June 6.

“We dominated
tonight’s game, but we
couldn’t put away our
chances,” said Pioneers
head coach Federico
Molinari. “Sometimes you
can score a goal on four or
five shots. Sometimes you
take many shots and don’t
score any goals. It’s just
part of the game.”

Black Rock hasn’t
celebrated a victory at
Lusitano Stadium since
the 2018 regular season.
The two squads did play a
scoreless draw at the old
stadium in 2023.

Kelly, who joined the
Pioneers a year ago, is from
Belfast, Northern Ireland.
He’ll be a senior on the
UMass men’s soccer team
in the fall. The Minutemen
men’s soccer coach is Fran
O’Leary, who’s a native of
Dublin, Ireland.

“My college coach is
from Ireland,” Kelly said.
“He’s the main reason why
I decided to play soccer at
UMass. It has been a great

See BATTLE, page 7
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Mutiny gets shutout of Racmg Power FC

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - Sole pos-
session of first place in the
U.W.S. East Conference
standings was at stake enter-
ing the first ever meeting
on the soccer pitch between
Racing Power FC USA and
the New England Mutiny.

After a scoreless open-
ing half, the Mutiny scored
three second half goals en
route to a 3-0 shutout victo-
ry at Lusitano Stadium, last
Saturday night.

“We played very well
for the entire game,” said
Mutiny head coach Federico
Molinari. “We finally scored
a few goals in the second
half.”

The Mutiny had a per-
fect 5-0-0 record following
their third shutout win of the
season. They only allowed
two goals in their first five
regular season matches.

The Mutiny are hop-
ing to finish in first place
for the fourth time since
2019. They lost to the Santa
Clarita Blue Heat in the
United Women’s Soccer
Championship match a year
ago in a shootout. It was
their only loss of 2024.

Racing Power FC (4-1-
0) outscored their first four
opponents, 19-0. They only
had four subs for the road
match, including the back-
up goalie.

Cat Perez, who was
born in Bogotd, Colombia,
was the Mutiny’s start-
ing goalie for the first time
this season. She was also
a member of her country’s

Avery Klingensmith, of Belchertown, navigates through traffic.

soccer team which com-
peted in the 2024 Summer
Olympics games in Paris,
France. She has also played
for Team Boca Blast of the
WPSL.

Chloe Laizer, who
recently graduated from
West Springfield High
School, replaced Perez 15
minutes into the second
half.

The duo didn’t have
to make very many saves
against Racing Power,
who’s an affiliate of the
Portugal’s Pro women'’s
team.

The Mutiny starting
defenders were Rachel
Marchini, Aida Name, Anna
Carson, and Laci Lewis,

who’s the team captain.

Name, who graduat-
ed from Belchertown High
School, will be a junior on
the University of Rhode
Island women’s soccer team
this fall.

Another defender list-
ed on the Mutiny roster is
Kylie Ray. She played soc-
cer at Minnechaug Regional
for legendary head coach
Nundi Goncalves. Ray is
currently a member of the
women’s soccer team at
Seton Hall University.

Tennessee Murphy,
who lives in Monson,
scored her first goal in a
Mutiny home match during
the 63rd minute.

The scoring play began

when Lewis launched a
crossing pass into the box
from the right touchline.
After the ball took a high
bounce, Murphy headed it
into the back of the net past
goalie Riley Melendez.

“We knew that tonight’s
opponent was a very good
team,” said Murphy, who
scored her first two goals
of the season on the road.
“It was a perfect cross from
Laci. When I saw the ball
go over the defender, I was
a little bit nervous because
I didn’t want to miss a scor-
ing chance. After I headed
the ball into the net, it was a
very good feeling.”

Three minutes later, the
Mutiny were given a penalty
kick following a foul in the
box.

Chioma Okafor, who’s
a member of the UConn
women’s soccer team, blast-
ed a shot into the lower left
corner of the net giving the
home team a 2-0 advantage.

Murphy, who’s a first-
year member of the Mutiny,
assisted on the third goal in
the 79th minute.

After dribbling around
a couple of defenders,
Murphy made a short pass
to Avery Klingensmith, who
finished off the play by put-
ting a shot into the right cor-
ner.

“I used to play against
Avery when we played in
the Pioneer Valley Summer
Soccer League,” Murphy
said. “It’s been a lot of fun
being teammates with her
on this soccer team. She’s

See MUTINY, page 7
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Tech, was the winning
pitcher for Monson against
Aldenville. The righthander
went the distance allowing
two runs on just three base
hits. He issued two walks and
recorded six strikeouts.

“We received an out-
standing pitching perfor-
mance from Brayden Mega,”
Tripp said. “This is the third
year that he’s been playing
for us, and he has improved
each year. We do have sev-
eral other very good pitchers
on this year’s team.”

Monson’s other pitch-
ers are Austin Meacham
(Monson High School),
Nate Kaczuwka (Ware High

School), and Liam McGrath
(Quaboag Regional), who’s
a first-year member of the
Legion team.

Mega, who won five
games for the Pioneers this
past spring, will be playing
college baseball at Monroe
University, which is in New
York City. Their baseball
team competes at the NJCAA
Division I level.

Mega can also play for
the Legion team again next
summer.

“I just wanted us to win
our season opener,” Mega
said. “I was feeling very
good out on the mound, espe-
cially after my teammates
gave me an early 4-0 lead.”

Aldenvile (2-1) began

the Legion season with a
9-1 road win against the
Wilbraham Falcons.

A year ago, Aldenville
lost to Belchertown in the
District 3 championship
game.

Righthander Justin
Moskal, who was the ace
of the South Hadley High
School pitching staff this
past spring, didn’t receive
very much support from his
defense against Monson.

The majority of the
Aldenville players are from
South Hadley.

Monson second baseman
Miguel Velasquez led off the
second inning with an infield
hit. Then Kaczuwka, who
started at third base, bounced

into a 6-4 fielder’s choice
play and catcher Shane
Szado drew a walk.

After stealing third base,
Kaczuwka scored the game’s
first run following a throwing
error by the catcher.

“Nate is a fantastic base
runner,” Tripp said. “He has
very good baseball instincts.
You can always count on him
to do the right thing.”

With one-out in the
fourth, Kaczuwka reached
first base following a fielding
error. Szado and right field-
er Jarett Skowyra followed
with walks, which loaded
the bases. Then McGrath
hit a foul pop-up which was
caught by first baseman Matt
Drobiak. He threw the ball

to catcher Memphis Huertas,
but the runner at first base
broke towards second on the
play. Kaczuwka crossed the
plate following a run down.
An infield hit by center field-
er Jason Mumper scored
Monson’s third run. Another
run scored on a throwing
error, which gave the visiting
team a 4-0 lead.

Aldenville cut the deficit
in half with a two-out rally in
the bottom of the fifth inning.

Shortstop Brandon
Carillon was hit-by-a-
pitch, and third baseman
Alex Savlick walked.
One run scored on a dou-
ble by centerfielder Noah
Carillon. Drobiak also
drove home a run with a

Sports ¢

single into center field.

Mega would then retire
the final seven Aldenville
batters of the game, which
gave Monson its first win of
the Legion season.

“We just made several
costly mistakes in tonight’s
game,” said Aldenville man-
ager Mason Scott. “We did
battle back after follow-
ing behind 4-0. We’re now
looking forward to playing
Westfield.”

Aldenville squeaked out
an 8-7 win at Westfield Post
124 last Friday night

On the same night,
Monson suffered an 11-3 loss
to East Springfield Post 420
in their first home game at
Legion Field in Palmer.

Aida Name of Chicopee gets
in action for the Mutiny last
weekend.

Anna Carson sends a kick
home.

Laci Lewis dribbles toward the
goal.

Bella Meadows traps the ball on defense.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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three years there and I have
one more left. I'm really
looking forward to it.”

Kelly replaced
Nicholas Oberrauch as the
Pioneers captain.

“I learned a lot from
Nicholas last year,” Kelly
added. “I was honored
when Federico told me that
I was going to be the cap-
tain of this year’s team. I'm
very glad to be leading this
group of players.”

Kelly is also a starting

ADVERTISING

defender, along with Jared
Smith, Jaiden Willems, and
Juan Hermoso.

Kelly and Smith com-
bined to score what turned
out to be the only Pioneers
goal against Black Rock
following a corner kick two
minutes into the opening
half.

Israel Neto booted the
ball into the box from the
left corner. Kelly tapped
the ball over to Smith, who
fired a wide open shot into
the back of the net for his
first career goal with the
Pioneers.

“We’ve been working
on set pieces at practice,”
Kelly said. “I got my foot
on the ball and luckily
Jared was there to take a
shot. I'm very glad that he
scored his first career goal
in tonight’s match.”

Black Rock scored the
equalizer on a header by
Koki Hamada in the 10th
minute.

Western Mass. goal-
ie Cam Hall didn’t have
to make very many saves
during the final 80 minutes
of the match.

At the other end of

the field, the Pioneers had
seven more corner kicks
during the final 35 minutes
of the opening half, but
they were unable to score.

With 15 minutes
remaining in the half,
Mamadi Jiana, who’s a
former member of the
Chicopee High School
boys’ varsity soccer team,
stole the ball away from a
Black Rock player. He then
took a shot from inside the
box, which sailed high over
the crossbar.

The score was dead-
locked 1-1 at halftime.

The Pioneers had sev-
eral more scoring chances
in the second half, but they
could put the ball into the
net past goalie Benjamin
Diffley.

With less than two
minutes remaining in the
contest, Kelly made a slid-
ing tackle breaking up a
breakaway opportunity for
Black Rock.

The visiting team
didn’t have any other shots
on goal, and the score was
still tied when referee Fabio
Cardoso blew his whistle
for the final time.

MU TIN K from page 6

an outstanding player.”

Klingensmith, who’s
from Belchertown, will be
a senior on the American
University women’s soccer
team.

During her outstand-
ing high school career,
Klingensmith was selected to
the All-American team by the
United Soccer Coaches.

Murphy, who trans-
ferred to the Loomis-Chaffee
School four years ago,
received the same honor last
fall.

“My older sister, Brooke,
was also an All-American
and it was a very special
honor for me. I really didn’t
expect it, but it was a lot of
fun celebrating the accom-
plishment with my fam-
ily,” said Murphy, who’s
entering her senior year at
Loomis. “I’ve also commit-
ted to play soccer at Bucknell
University. It’s a small school
and I really like the soccer
team. I think it’s a very good
fit for me.”

The Mutiny are sched-
uled to play a road match
against the Maine Footy on
Saturday night before facing
the NJ Alliance in the regular
season home finale at 5pm on
June 29.

|dies from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2Z.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE, COINS,
COLLECTIONS, WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065

Sharc the

Call Today

dventure fol s 05 me (2

2026 Norwegian Cruise Line
Bermuda and Nova Scotla -

» Do you want to work in your community helping
local businesses connect with their customers?

» Do you want a career supporting local journalism,
which tells the unique stories of our communities?

» If so, then join our team! Turley Publications
is looking for an outgoing, energetic person
interested in selling advertising for our community
newspapers. The right candidate will assume an
established territory with a portfolio of customers.

You must be a self-starter with excellent
communication and organizational skills.
Basic computer skills are required.
Previous print sales experience is preferred
but we will train the right candidate.

Turley Publications, a locally owned family
business, offers a competitive commission
structure, 401k, and health plan.

Send resume & cover letter to:

Turle b

Publlcatlons Inc.

Jamie Joslyn

24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
Email:jamie@turley.com

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

DEADLII\IES

In observance of July 4th,
there will be an
EARLY AD DEADLINE
To advertise,

ORTHOPEDIC URGENT CARE

Ortho MA treats:
e FRACTURES ° SPRAINS ° DISLOCATIONS

www.OrthoMA.org ¢ info@orthoma.org

* JOINT PAIN » SPORTS OR WORK INJURIES & MORE!

Walk-Ins Welcome No Appointment Needed
Monday-Friday: 4pm-8pm e Saturday & Sunday 8am-12pm

53 Southampton Road, Westfield, MA 01085 ¢ (413)83-ORTHO

place your ad no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3

- Thank you!

ATURLEY PUBLICATION
www.turley.com

[EAINORWEGIAN =

CRUISE LINE*

July 12..........Escape to Rockport $110
July 2...........Perkins Cove for a Day.......uemmermerserssenss $110
1o A S— Stockbridge - Rockwell Museum............. $120
Oct. 18..........Turkey Train $175
May 2026 .....8-Day Bermuda & Halifax Cruis......from $1699

Share the Adventure with us soon!
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TU rleyPublications

www.turley.com

$1200/week

207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

» Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park
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» InThe News

Local resident wins Miss Senior Massachusetts

By Emily-Rose Pappas
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Finding your thing can be
as simple as discovering you
like art, music, or science,
but for others, its loved ones
that show you how much you
shine.

For Laura Hicks, who
has always loved perform-
ing and singing, it was her
four daughters who inspired
her ultimately to participate
and compete for Miss Senior
Amierca.

The Miss Senior
American Pageant is
designed and meant to
honor women in the “Age of
Elegance,” sharing and rep-
resenting the dignity, maturi-
ty, and inner beauty of senior
American women over sixty.

Hicks’ daughters first
learned about the pageant
after seeing a float in the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade,
and immediately called their
mom, telling her she’d be the
perfect candidate.

“I sing for seniors and
I perform, and they knew I
already liked performing and
being on stage,” said Hicks.
“Having them recognize that
showed me that they knew I
had the poise and the talent
to be a contender.”

Hicks has always
enjoyed singing, even while
as a young child, and today
uses that love to help others
and sings at mens and wom-
ens prisons, to seniors, and
at long-term care, rehabs,
and memory care centers.

“The power of music to
touch peoples’ lives is truly

magical,” said Hicks. “And
even if I didn’t perform, I
truly love singing.”

The competition
involved being interviewed
by a panel of judges, and you
can perform a talent, any tal-
ent at all, for the competition
as part of the pageant.

“You don’t know what
talents you’ll see,” said
Hicks. “A lot of senior
women don’t see their tal-
ents right away, but its about
what you are good at.”

Hicks’ talent was a
montage of six different
Broadway songs she per-
formed as a mashup, includ-
ing “No Business Like Show
Business,” “Don’t Cry for
Me, Argentina,” “Spoonful
of Sugar,” “Cabaret,” “I
Dreamed a Dream,” and
“The Impossible Dream.”

“The reason I did six
instead of one is because
most of the contestants are
singers, and I wanted to be
different, to perform some-
thing to set myself apart,”
said Hicks.

But just winning the
pageant isn’t all there is;
it’s also being a part of the
community, bringing smiles
to people’s faces, and being
present at local events and
for charities.

From showing up at
events to standing on floats
during the St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, and going to hos-
pitals, the job of the Miss
Senior pageant is to bring
smiles to the community.

“For one thing, I really
enjoy performing, and being
able to offer music makes
me happy,” said Hicks.

“Music touches hearts; it
transports people to plac-
es they remember. It’s truly
magical.”

Hicks will be going
to Nationals in October at
a casino in Atlantic City,
where winners from partic-
ipating states will compete
with their talents.

“It’s a wonderful orga-
nization of women who help
and encourage you,” said
Hicks. “You do have a talent,
and we can think we don’t
have one, but you do. You
just have to cultivate it.”

As Nationals approach-
es, Laura Hicks is getting
ready, and has loved every
minute of it, getting the
opportunity to work along-
side other women and share
her love of performance and
music with the world.

Submitted photo
Laura Hicks dressed up as
the winner of Miss Senior
Massachusetts America.

Turley photo by Emily-Rose Pappas

Author Ed Tick holding two of his books on healing the mind of a

warrior.

Author works to bring mental healing

By Emily-Rose Pappas
epappas@turley.com

BELCHERTOWN -
Veterans are essential mem-
bers of our society, and
remembering their sacrifice
and take care of them when
they return.

Author Ed Tick has
made it his life’s goal for the
past 45 years to work with
veterans, and has worked
with them since the Vietnam
War.

Tick turned 18 during
the height of the Vietnam
‘War, but was a conscientious
objector, having no desire
to participate in the war, but
was willing to be drafted
medic if need be.

“I was protesting the
war, I was never against the
troops, I was against the

war,” said Tick. “I wanted to
give an alternative service,
but not in a war, and not kill-
ing people. I felt a moral inju-
ry from not serving, because I
wanted to give service to the
country.”

Tick got his Master’s
degree in psychology, then
moved to the Chatham area
where he worked as a thera-
pist, and came into the prac-
tice of working closely with
Vietnam veterans in 1976 and
1977, just before the diagno-
sis of PTSD was discovered
in 1980.

Even though there was
little research on how to help,
Tick had found his way to
help and serve: to serve and
care the the soldiers who
came home.

“They tried to serve the
nation, and they deserved

Tree
Removal
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Crane
Service

Storm
Damage
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Stump
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Lot
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Give us a call for your free estimate
and tree evaluation

413-478-4212
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help,” said Tick.

Tick began working with
the veterans who came home,
using humanistic, spiritual,
and psycho-spiritual practic-
es to inform how he worked
with them, finding a way to
be a medic for their minds.

“The number of veterans
I was able to serve thanked
me for not going because I
was able to be a help to them
when they got home,” said
Tick. “I wasn’t a medic in the
war, but veterans are coming
to me after the war, and now I
can be a medic for the invisi-
ble wounds.”

Through his work with
veterans, Tick also took trips
to Vietnam to talk to veter-
ans on both sides, some fight-
ing in the same battles, and
organized a way for them to
talk to one another and find

to veterans

healing through their conver-
sations.

“I feel in solidarity with
people around the world that
don’t want war, so we have to
join together in a global effort
to heal from those horrors,”
said Tick. “I feel honored
that I am working in my lit-
tle way to help people expose
and heal from war trauma,
and that we can all be in this
together.”

At the age of 15, Tick
made a vow that he would
write, and he kept that
vow, releasing the book
“Warrior’s Return: Restoring
the Soul After War”, which
he published ten years ago
and in English, and six
months ago it was published
in Russian, and two weeks

See AUTHOR, page 9
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Sheriff’s Office celebrates new program

LUDLOW - The
Hampden County Sheriff’s
Office (HCSO) recently
hosted a celebration of the
Emerge Career tech-driven
Commercial Driver’s License
(CDL) Training Program
at HCSO’s All-Inclusive
Support Services (AISS)
facility in Springfield. The
event honored the accom-
plishments of justice-in-
volved individuals who
transformed their lives
through their CDL training.

The Emerge Career
CDL Program, made pos-
sible through funding from
Governor Maura Healey’s
Commonwealth Corporation,
is one of the few in the
nation that provides incar-
cerated individuals with the
opportunity to receive fully
accredited commercial driv-
ing instruction while still
in custody, allowing them
to step directly into careers
upon release. Due to the high
demand for licensed CDL
drivers in logistics, delivery,
and construction industries,

participants in the program
often secure high-paying
employment offers with
starting salaries ranging from
$65,000 to $85,000 annually.

Since its establishment,
the Emerge Career CDL
Training Program has grad-
uated more than 200 indi-
viduals across several states,
and over 94% have gained
employment within 90 days
of completion. The pro-
gram’s public-private part-
nership reduces recidivism,
strengthens families, and fills
critical labor shortages.

“The Emerge Career
tech-based CDL Program is
proof that when you invest in
people and believe in second
chances, the results are trans-
formative, not just for the
individuals, but for our entire
community. These graduates
are leaving with more than a
license — they’re leaving with
purpose, opportunity, and a
path to long-term success,”
said Sheriff Nick Cocchi.

Sheriff Cocchi, Emerge
Career co-founders Uzoma

“Zo” Orchingwa and Gabriel
“Gabe” Saruhashi, as well
as Massachusetts State
Representatives Shirley
Arriaga, Brian Ashe, and
Carlos Gonzélez attended the
event, all commenting on the
life-changing opportunities
the program provides.

“The Emerge model
demonstrates how Al- and
software-powered voca-
tional training, paired with
supportive coaching, trans-
parent processes, and direct
job placements, can trans-
form lives and build sustain-
able careers at scale,” said
Orchingwa.

Honored at the event
were two graduates who
spoke about their experiences
with the Emerge CDL pro-
gram. The graduates spoke
of their ability to take care of
themselves and their families
as a result of the program,
emphasizing the crucial
opportunity for redemption.
One of the graduates, who
arrived in a tractor-trailer,
shared how the program had

transformed his life.

“When someone walks
out of our care and custody
with the skills and certifica-
tion to earn a solid, honest

living — often upwards of

$70,000 a year — it funda-
mentally changes the trajec-
tory of their life. It breaks
the cycle of incarceration by
replacing desperation with
stability and pride. That’s
how you reduce recidivism.
That’s how you build safer,
stronger communities,” said
Sheriff Cocchi.

The Sheriff’s Office’s
partnership with Emerge
Career demonstrates the
ongoing commitment to pro-
viding innovative reentry and
vocational training opportu-
nities that provide justice-in-
volved individuals the skills
necessary for successful rein-
tegration.

For more information
about the Emerge Career
CDL Training Program at
HCSO, visit https://hcsoma.
org/emerge-career-cdl-train-
ing-program-at-hcso/.

Disc golf is comlng to Buttery Brook Park

By Kim Prough
Correspondent

SOUTH HADLEY -
Don’t use the “f-word”, it’s
not frisbee golf, it’s disc golf,
as any avid disc golfer will
tell you.

The sport of disc golf is
experiencing rapid growth
and increasing popularity,
thanks to the development
of more disc golf courses, as
well as its accessibility and
affordability.

UDisc, the app for disc
golfers, showed over 20 mil-
lion rounds tracked in 2024.

The sport is seeing an
average of over five new
courses being opened daily.

South Hadley is well-po-
sitioned to capitalize on this
fast-growing sport with the
addition of the Buttery Brook
Disc Golf, a nine-hole course
that weaves throughout the
unused woods of the Park.

The course is free to
play. The addition of this
course is part of the Buttery
Brook Park Improvement
Project, funded collectively
through a PARC grant, the
town of South Hadley, and
individual donations.

Disc golf is largely driv-
en by its passionate commu-
nity, with players often tak-
ing the initiative to build and
maintain courses. Avid disc
golfer Maddy Venancio, who
has played in 14 states and at
160 courses, has led a group
of volunteers to help get the
course ready.

He’s been instrumental
in helping shape some of the
interesting design elements
of the course, including the
island green on the 9th hole.

“Helping to bring disc
golf to Buttery Brook Park
has been a lot of fun. I've
always wanted to build my
own course, and this may be
the closest I get to it”, com-
mented Venancio.

“It’s not your average
nine-hole course. Although
beginner-friendly, it will
challenge even an experi-
enced disc golfer. You can’t
help but love the 657-foot
par five on hole 8.”

The course designer,
Chris Barden, one of the
owners of the New England
Disc Golf Center, says,

A group of friends enjoying the new course.

“Designing the course was a
great experience. I anticipate
this course to be well-re-
ceived by the community and
that it will see a lot of use .”

“Chris’s experience and
vision have really helped to
shape this into an incred-
ible 9-hole course”, said
Venancio. “People will be
lining up ready to play as
soon as it opens.”

Disc golf is played in
over 80 countries, with the
United States, Finland, and
Canada having the most
courses.

Additional factors con-
tributing to the sport’s popu-
larity are that it’s an afford-
able option for people as disc
golf equipment is significant-
ly cheaper than traditional
golf equipment; the sport is
relatively easy to learn and
accessible to people of all
ages and athletic abilities;
and it’s a great way to enjoy
the outdoors, exercise and
spend time with friends and
family.

While the initial con-
struction of the Buttery
Brook Disc Golf Course was
part of the Park Improvement
Project, the turf on the tee
pads, signage, benches,
information kiosk, and ongo-
ing maintenance are being
funded by sponsors and
donations.

Kirsten Therrein and
her local business, SVG
Athletics, were the first spon-
sors to sign up to support the
course.

“SVG Athletics is a gym
built around its members and
the community they create

The basket on hole #9.

within. It is something we
take great pride in. When the
opportunity came for us to
support the community out-
side the gym with another
healthy, fitness-related activ-
ity, we threw ourselves at the
chance. This was the easiest
“disc-ussion” we have had
as owners! We have several
members who are avid disc
golfers, and they can’t wait
to play the new course”, said
Therrein.

The official grand open-
ing celebration for the course
will be on Friday, July 18,
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. The
inaugural “first toss” will
occur at the practice basket
by the playground at 5:30
p-m. to officially open the
course.

Photos submitted by Kim Prough
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There will be food,
music, raffles, volunteers to
help teach the sport, equip-
ment to try out, vendors, and
more. All are welcome to
attend this free event.

To find out more about
the course, when it will be
open for play, or to become
one of the limited number of
inaugural business sponsors,
please email butterybrook-
discgolf @ gmail.com.

Additionally, on
Saturday, July 19, the
course will be hosting a
Flex Tournament. Email or
visit the Buttery Brook Disc
Golf page on Facebook to
find out more information,
and be sure to check out the
UDisc app for specifics on
the course.

AU TH OR, from page 8

ago in Ukranian.

“For this focus, I've been
working with Ukraine since
the beginning of the war, and
they reached out to me and
found my book,” said Tick.

He began to work with
combat stress and sometimes
on the front lines, meeting
with people over the phone to
talk about reducing or avoid-
ing combat trauma in the
middle of it.

“This is the first time

anyone’s said to help us while
we are in the war, and how
we can get help while we are
here,” said Tick.

Tick has found healing
in working alongside Russia
and Ukraine, as his paternal
grandmother was a Russian
Jew, and his grandfather a
Polish Jew. The village they
were from was a part of the
Russian Empire, and is now
a part of Ukraine. His family
ties made the two countries
welcome him.

“Since I’ve been doing
this work, I see her smiling at

me and thanking me, saying
thank you for reconciling and
bringing together a broken
people,” said Tick.

Tam Tien, a Viet Cong
veteran, shared this mes-
sage to American veterans:
“From now on and forever
more, American and Vietnam
veterans need to be the lips
and the tongues of the same
mouth telling the world the
same story.”

“That’s my philosophy-
that former enemies need to
get together and share stories
and realize everyone is suf-

fering together, to then heal
together,” said Tick. “I'm
really proud to say that I am
working with both sides, and
as a healer and a doctor, my
obligation is to help heal
everyone that comes into my
practice.”

Through Tick’s hard
work and dedication to being
a medic for the minds of vet-
erans, he is working towards
the wars of today, moving to
open up a new world of heal-
ing, and making a way for
veterans to not just find secu-
rity, but true healing.

THE BEST FRESH
LOCALLY GROWN!

Strawberry Pies,
Strawberry Shortcake
Elsie’s Creamery
Strawberry Ice Cream

20% OFF All

Rose Bushes

Hybrid Teas, Shrub Roses,
Climbing Roses & “Knock Outs”

Summer Tropical Plant Sale

HIBISCUS TREES
AND BUSHES

Beautiful Hibiscus &
Mandevilla Combinations

$10.00 OFF Regular Price |

STRIKING CANNA LILIES
8-inch Pots $9.99 ‘1

GREAT COLLECTION OF \
TROPICAL PLANTS

Croton, Zebras, Bromeliads & Anthurium

Pollinator Week June 16-21
» SUPPORT THE POLLINATORS
BIRDS, BEES & BUTTERFLIES

Perennial Of The Week

MUNSTEAD
LAVENDER PLANTS

One Gallon Pots $12.99 (Save $2)
Fragrant Compact English La vender

BLOOMING ANNUALS

For Instant Garden colo 7

2 For $12.00 Jumbo 6-inch Pots .
Marigolds, Petunias, -y
Zinnias, Celosia & MORE °

Elsie’s Creamery
The Best Homemade Ice Creanv
SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION
IN HONOR OF ELSIE'S BIRTHDAY
Lemon Cloud
ice Cream

Fresh Lemon Ice Cream With A
Swirl Of Marshmallow Cream

ALWAYS FRESH AT

‘{BN DA L L
N
& (}RIL-EIY_I IOUSE

631 CENTER ST., Route 21, Mass Tpke Exit 54
LUDLOW e 589-7071  www.randallsfarm.net

OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 8PM
Find us on and You(ITD)
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Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS |

SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All' hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. $2K Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanted.
Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage hunting,
camping, cast iron cookware, advertising,
motorcycles, clothing. Call Ken (413)433-
2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2x**x*xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging.
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS.
Residential electrical service, mini splits,
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-

sured. Licensed #22882A.
Mike 413-210-9140.

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN

| offer good quality electrical work, no proj-
ect too small. Mini-splits, upgrades, pools,
trustworthy & dependable. Luis Arroyo
#20773A. Text or call 413-218-3301.

ZEN ELECTRIC COMPANY LLC

Fully licensed and insured; Master Elec-
trician on staff. Call for all your electrical
needs. No job too small. Senior citizen and
Veteran Discount. A veteran owned com-
pany. MA License #8101A1. Call John at
(413)206-6509

EXCAVATING

ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION
35+ yrs of happy customers.
508-882-0140

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

Find archives of this local newspaper at
www.newspapers.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
Finish carpentry, framing, window & door
replacement, drywall, painting and decks.
Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

CHAMELEON

PAINTING & REMODELING
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
Remodeling &

Deck Specialists

Residential/Commercial
Fully Insured e Free Estimates

413-351-1147

PAINTING

B&D PAINTING - Home improvement
contractor. Reg. #175887. Free estimates.
30 years experience. 300 excellent refer-
ences, 4.83 rating out of 5 on Angies List.
413-727-9846.

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser
vice call (508)867-2550

PRO PAINTING

Low, low prices. All phases interior, exterior
painting and wallpapering. Also minor car-
pentry. 413-310-5099.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON**
Specializing in shrub trimming, pruning, de-
sign, deliveries, loader, backhoe. Insured.
Professional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing
Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways

For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened,
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard
508-882-0140.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

PRESSURE
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks,
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts.
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

AFFORDABLE STUMP GRINDING
Fast, dependable service. Free estimates.
Fully insured. Call Joe Sablack 413-436-
9821, Cell 413-537-7994

DL & G TREE SERVICE - Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

TUNE-UPS

TUNE UP & REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,
Riding Mowers and
Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate,
Veteran Owned, Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

NG

FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

vl

Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!

Call
1-413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——
Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 22 | 2 | 24 "
% B | 28 i B so0| 28 o000
2 Peos | 30 Beogaran| 31 P | 32 P00
3 mase e | 34 saszirce| 35 ssstie) 36 Baae e
37 Base e | 38 maseice | 39 Baseprice) 40 Basapric
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard aVISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

e

¢ owmmm

ViEST NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFELD|

o
\o

BAOOKFELD

BRIFELD
STURBRIDGE

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WEST
SPRINGFIELD

WE’RE HIRING!
SUFFIELD LUMBER

INSIDE SALES MANAGER
WANTED
*FULL TIME POSITION
1-860-668-5530

Job Description -

Responsibilities and Duties:

* Answer phones

* Software proficiency

* Opening and closing store

* Handling customers

* Order stock

« Stock inventory and shelves,

* Schedule deliveries

¢ Dealing with cash

* Quoting material for jobs

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications
for a FULL-TIME police officer.
Review of applications begins immediately.
Visit www.hampdenpolice.com
for more information. EOE

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

| CELCET |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

——

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC

$12.50 Each

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications.

Go to newspapers.turley.
com/photo-request

Subscribe Todawy!

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

12 HOMETOWN
NEWSPAPERS

413.283.8393
www.turley.com
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
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City of Holyoke

Notice of Publlic Hearing

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com; ID:
83639398493; CALL IN 1 646
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to the
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, a
Special Permit for a Parking Re-
duction (Sec 6.1.7) and a Special
Permit to vary Dimensional Reg-
ulations (Sec 8.8.4), submitted
by Vila Nova Properties, located
at 718 Dwight Street (006-06-
009).

Applicant: Tiago Martins

Planning Board: Mimi Panitch
6/20, 06/27/2025

City of Holyoke

Notice of Publlic Hearing

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing
on Tuesday, July 8, 2025 at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com; ID:
83639398493; CALL IN 1 646
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to the
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, a
Special Permit for a Parking Re-
duction (Sec 6.1.7) and a Special
Permit to vary Dimensional Reg-
ulations (Sec 8.8.4), submitted
by Vila Nova Properties, located
at 736 Dwight Street (006-09-
001 & -002)

Applicant: Tiago Martins

Planning Board: Mimi Panitch
6/20, 06/27/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

REQUEST FOR QUOTES
BEDROOM RESTORATION

The City of Holyoke is seeking
quotes from qualified businesses
to provide the conservation treat-
ment of one bedroom on the sec-
ond floor featuring 19th-century
English pattern block printed
wallpaper and ceiling affected
by water damage from a leaking
chimney at Wistariahurst Muse-
um, 238 Cabot St., Holyoke, MA
01040 including all materials and
labor necessary to complete the
work. Quote is to include all la-
bor and material needed to com-
plete the work, prevailing wage
must be used.

Stabilization and Surface
Cleaning. Consolidate flaking
design elements,Remediate mold
& surface clean, Set down lifting
tear edges & borders,Infill losses
& tone, spackle and paint plaster
losses. Address damage at top
trim and ceiling and in paint abra-
sions Past water damage resulted
in wallpaper to be removed and
painting over the repaired wall
with matching colors and effects.
Any wallpaper that can be saved,
properly cleaned, and reinstalled
following protocols outlined in
Wallpapers in Historic Preserva-
tion, NPS HPS 1997. Documents
are available starting 6/18/25 at-
10AM, by electronically request-
ing from morrowj@holyoke.org.

Quotes are due by 7/8/25 at
1PM. Electronic submissions
WILL be accepted. The city re-
serves the right to reject any and
all quotes. Federal dollars may
be used to support this project.
Applicants will be screened for
eligibility to receive these funds.
06/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HDO03P50427TP2
In the matter of:
Dwight H Ives
Date of Death: 11/05/1924
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ALLOWANCE OF
ACCOUNT
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by:

Bank of America, NA of
PROVIDENCE, RI

requesting allowance of the
82nd through 88th account(s) as
Trustee and any other relief as
requested in the Petition.

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before 10:00 a.m.
on 07/15/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return date, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 09, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
06/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD2P1154EA
Estate of:

David J. Moore
Date of Death:
February 25, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of Petitioner Carolyn T.
Moore of Holyoke, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Carolyn T. Moore of Holy-
oke, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

06/20/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P1246EA
Estate of:
Richard D Olender
Also known as:
Richard Olender
Date of Death: 12/27/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal Ad-
judication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by
Edward Olender, Jr. of Long-
meadow, MA requesting that the

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
Edward Olender, Jr. of Long-
meadow, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 07/09/2025.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE

CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: June 11, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
06/20/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS
RFP 2025-44DPW
ENGINEERING SERVICES
PARKING DECK

Starting on 6/16/2025 at
10AM The City of Holyoke is
soliciting sealed proposals from
qualified professional engineer-
ing and design consulting firms
to provide comprehensive ser-
vices related to the demolition of
the City Hall Parking Deck and
redevelopment of the site into a
landscaped green space or public
park. This project will implement
“Alternative 3” as identified in
the Conditions Assessment Re-
port prepared by Tighe & Bond
in February 2025 (Attachment
A).

The selected firm will deliver
services spanning site evalua-
tion, schematic design, final de-
sign, permitting, cost estimating,
bidding, hazardous materials
coordination, and construction
supervision. This is a fee-based
contract, and proposals will be
evaluated based on qualifica-
tions, project approach, and cost.
A non-mandatory highly encour-
aged site visit will take place at
City Hall Parking Deck located at
536 Dwight Street, Holyoke MA
01040 on June 25, 2025 starting
at 10AM. Respondents shall sub-
mit Submit three (3) original hard
copies and one electronic copy
(PDF on flash drive) in a sealed
envelope clearly labeled: Tech-
nical Proposals in one envelope
and Price Proposals in another
both envelopes clearly marked
“Technical Proposal” & “Price
Proposal” “RFP #2025-44DPW
— Green Space Redevelopment at

City Hall Parking Deck”

To: Jaime Morrow

Chief Procurement Officer

City Hall, Room 3

536 Dwight Street

Holyoke, MA 01040

Deadline: July 22, 2025, at
2:00 PM documents can be
requested electronically from
morrowj@holyoke.org or for
free in person from the pur-
chasing office. Documents are
available starting on 6/16/2025
@10AM. The city reserves the
right to reject any and all bids if
in the best interest of the public.
The city also reserves the right
to use Federal Funds to fund
this project. Respondents will be
screened for eligibility to receive
Federal Funds. No Electronic
Submissions will be allowed.
06/20/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
INVITATION TO BID
2025-45DPW

PAVEMENT MARKINGS

FY26-FY28

Sealed bids for FY26-FY28
Pavement Markings, Holyoke,
MA will be received on July 10,
2025 at the City of Holyoke Of-
fice of Procurement, 536 Dwight
Street, Room 3, Holyoke, Massa-
chusetts 01040, Attn: Jaime Mor-
row, Chief Procurement Officer
until 3 PM prevailing time, at
which said Bids will be public-
ly opened and read aloud. All
bids shall be submitted within
a sealed envelope addressed to
the “City of Holyoke Office of
Procurement, 536 Dwight Street,
Room 3, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts 01040, Attn: Jaime Morrow,
Chief Procurement Officer” and
titled “FY26-FY28 Pavement
Markings, Bid#2025-45SDPW”.
The work under this contract
shall include furnishing the
necessary labor, transportation,
tools, equipment, materials, and
appurtenances to install pave-
ment markings as required by
the City. The locations for the
pavement markings will be as di-
rected by the City. Bidding pro-
cedures shall be in accordance
with the provisions of M.G.L.
Chapter 30, Section 39 M as
amended. Documents are avail-
able as of 06/18/2025 @ 10AM
by requesting electronically from
morrowj@holyoke.org or for
free in Person from the Purchas-
ing Office.

The estimated value of this
contract, including all bid alter-
nates, is $37,500.00. Subject to
the receipt of additional funding,
the City reserves the right to ex-
tend the contract for two (2) ad-
ditional 12-month options. Valu-
ation for purposes of MassDOT
Prequalification is based on first
year times three (3) to arrive at
an estimated total value of all
bid items. The estimated value
provided in this Invitation to Bid
is for one year. Vendors are ex-
pected to be able to provide their
services over three (3) years at
three (3) times the initial estimat-
ed value.

The bidder Contractor shall
also be MassDOT, Highways Di-
vision, Prequalified in the class
of work “PAVEMENT MARK-
INGS”. An award will not be
made to a Contractor who is not
pre-qualified with the MassDOT
Highway Division prior to the
opening of proposals.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if in the
best interest of the public. The
city also reserves the right to
use Federal Funds to fund this
project. Respondents will be
screened for eligibility to receive
Federal Funds. No Electronic
Submissions will be allowed.
06/20/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
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Public Notices ¢

Holyoke, MA 01040
INVITATION TO BID
2025-43DPW
PAVING & MILLING

Sealed bids for FY26-FY28
Hot Mix Asphalt Paving and
Related Work, Holyoke, MA
will be received on July 10, 2025
at the City of Holyoke Office of
Procurement, 536 Dwight Street,
Room 3, Holyoke, Massachusetts
01040, Attn: Jaime Morrow, Chief
Procurement Officer until 2 PM
prevailing time, at which said
Bids will be publicly opened and
read aloud. All bids shall be sub-
mitted within a sealed envelope
addressed to the “City of Holy-
oke Office of Procurement, 536
Dwight Street, Room 3, Holyoke,
Massachusetts 01040, Attn: Jaime
Morrow, Chief Procurement Offi-
cer” and titled “FY26-FY28 Hot
Mix Asphalt Paving and Relat-
ed Work, Bid#2025-43DPW”.
Documents are available starting
on 6/18/2025 at 10PM electron-
ically from morrowj@holyoke.
org or for free in person from
the Purchasing Office. Work will
consist of the milling and paving
of various locations throughout
the City. Bidding procedures
shall be in accordance with the
provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 30,
Section 39 M as amended.

The estimated value of this
contract, including all bid alter-
nates, is $752,640.00. Subject to
the receipt of additional funding,
the City reserves the right to ex-
tend the contract for two (2) ad-
ditional 12-month options. Valu-
ation for purposes of MassDOT
Prequalification is based on first
year times three (3) to arrive at
an estimated total value of all
bid items. The estimated value
provided in this Invitation to Bid
is for one year. Vendors are ex-
pected to be able to provide their
services over three (3) years at
three (3) times the initial estimat-
ed value.

The bidder Contractor shall
also be MassDOT, Highways Di-
vision, Prequalified in the class
of work “HIGHWAYS-CON-
STRUCTION”. An award will
not be made to a Contractor
who is not pre-qualified with the
MassDOT Highway Division pri-
or to the opening of proposals.

The city reserves the right to
reject any and all bids if in the
best interest of the public. The
city also reserves the right to
use Federal Funds to fund this
project. Respondents will be
screened for eligibility to receive
Federal Funds. No FElectronic
Submissions will be allowed.
06/20/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, July 8, 2025, at 5:30
p-m. via Zoom.com ID: 836
3939 8493; CALL IN *67 646
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to the
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance Sec-
tion 6.4.6.4, a Special Permit for
an Increase in Sign Size for Peck
Middle School, located at 1916
Northampton Street (Parcel 110-
00-028), submitted by Holyoke
Public Schools.

The complete application may
be viewed through the Holyoke
Planning Dept M-F, 8:30-4:30
p.m.

Applicant:

City of Holyoke

Holyoke Public Schools

Planning Board:

Mimi Panitch
06/20, 06/27/2025

City of Holyoke
Planning Board
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, July 8. 2025, at 5:30
p-m. via Zoom.com ID: 836-
3939-8493; Call in *67 646 558
8656 to hear applications sub-
mitted by MIFA Victory Theatre,
for the property lo\:ated at 81-89

Suffolk St (012-06-006/-007)
pursuant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance, Section 10.0, a Ma-
jor Site Plan Review (File #169);
pursuant to Section 6.4.6.4, a
Special Permit for an Increase
In Sign Size and Multiple Signs
(2025-22 ); and pursuant to Sec-
tion 6.1.7, a Special Permit for
the Reduction of Parking Re-
quirements (2025-23).

The proposed Victory The-
atre renovations include a 5,935
s.f./18,755 gsf square foot build-
ing additions for offices, perfor-
mance area, and loading dock
and other associated site im-
provements.

For a complete copy of the ap-
plici:ltion and site plan, contact
the Planning Department at (413)
322-5575.

APPLICANT:

SLR International Corp.

c/o John Hammer;

MIFA Victory Theatre

c/o Donald Sanders

PLANNING BOARD:

Mimi Panitch, Chairperson
06/20, 06/27/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P1245EA
Estate of:

Maureen June Wilson
Also Known As:
Maureen J. Wilson
Date of Death: March 22, 2025
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Daniel L. Wil-
son of Springfield, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

Daniel L. Wilson of Spring-
field, MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

6/20/2025

Please check
the accuracy of
your legal notice
prior to submis-
sion (i.e., date,
time, spelling).

Also, be sure
the requested
publication date
coincides with
the purpose of the
notice, or as the
law demands.

Thank you.

EARLY
DEADLINES

In observance of July 4th,

PUBLIC NOTICES
EARLY AD DEADLINE
Place your public notice

no later than NOON

Thursday, July 3

— Thank you!
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» InThe News
DIN 0, from page 1

Get ready to stomp,
chomp, and groove as you
break out in your favorite
dino-dance moves during our
Dinosaur Dance Off. Dress
like your favorite dinosaur
and meet us in the Music
Room to boogie like a bron-
tosaurus to win a special,
prehistoric-themed prize.
Guests can see the dino-
saur tracks leading up to the
museum and explore the gar-
dens, too.

Our Sensory Friendly
Sunday Fundays provide
an excellent opportuni-
ty for families with senso-
ry sensitivities to experience
our museum in a relaxed
environment at their own
pace. Attendees to Sunday
Fundays like this one will
receive a stamp in their
Sunday Funday summer
passport. The more stamps
you collect, the bigger prize
you can earn at the end of the
season.

Dino Day at Sensory
Friendly Sunday Funday
is part of Dino Trail Week,
a series of dinosaur events
across the valley, July 5 to
13. See more Dino Trail
Week events at ptco.org/dino.

Come back to the muse-
um to experience Dinosaurs
in the Driveway with Sarah
Doyle. Doyle dives into the
history of the dinosaur tracks
leading up to Wistariahurst,
originally laid in 1927.
Learn about these tracks at
the museum, and the dino-
saur tracks that were found
all around towns in our area.
You’ll get a slice of local his-
tory as you learn how the dis-
covery of dinosaur footprints
in the Connecticut River
Valley brought our local
small towns to the attention
of scientists overseas.

Sarah Doyle has inves-
tigated the history of the
discovery of dinosaur foot-
prints since 1990. She
was the lead writer for the
Pocumtuck Valley Memorial

Association’s Impressions
from a Lost World website
and, since 2010, has directed
Jurassic Roadshow, a pop-up
exhibit of local fossils that
includes amateur fossil col-
lectors, academic paleontol-
ogists and geologists, histor-

ical re-enactors, and learning
activities. Jurassic Roadshow
was the impetus for the cre-
ation of DinoFest, held annu-
ally in Greenfield since 2017,
often in collaboration with
Jonathan Mirin’s Piti Theatre
group for children. She has

written papers on the mostly
unknown figures in the story
of the discovery, including
three in collaboration with
the late Robert Herbert.
Registration for these
events is encouraged. Visit
Wistariahurst Museum’s

Eventbrite page to register.
Dinosaurs in the
Driveway is funded by a
grant from the Holyoke
Local Cultural Council, a
local agency which is sup-
ported by the Mass Cultural
Council, a state agency.

PREHISTORIC PLAYTIME

A free and fun activity for the kids is to outline the dinosaur tracks in chalk located on Rt. 5. For more information on the dinosaur

tracks located in Holyoke visit thetrustees.org/place/dinosaur-footprints/.

File photos

LIBRAR K from page 1

to do a mix. Everything we
offer is free and is sure to
put a smile on everyone’s
faces. They will be fun and
educational. I hope attend-
ees have a great time at the
Holyoke Public Library and
look forward to coming
back for future events. We
hope to prevent ‘Summer
Slide’ with our Independent
Reading Program. Children
who don’t read during the
summer can lose up to two
months of learning by the
time they return to school
in the fall. Between week-
ly events and our reading
programs, the Children’s
Room is the place to be. It’s
going to be awesome!” says
Children’s Librarian Nathan
Hayes.

Best
Pzzza

Town

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

1

Two Large Pizzas,
1 Topping Each & 2 Liter Soda

$32.50 +Tax

@ One Large 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$31.99 +Tax

@ One Party Size Cheese Pizza,
20 Buffalo Wings & 2 Liter Soda

$4350 +lax

“We want patrons to
have fun at the library and
to come back all year. We
offer a beautiful space for
families to enjoy, and best
of all we are completely
free. The number of chil-
dren, and their caregivers
who are available to come
to our programs is much
larger in the summer, this
allows us to book a wide
range of different events,
and hopefully we introduce
families to new interests that
they can carry with them.”
says Children’s Librarian
Rene Pellissier.

“Every year the
Summer Reading Program
has a theme. This year it
is ‘Level Up’. We always

have a mix of programming
types every year. Teens can
expect to be able to relax

Holyoke Pizza &

@ Two

Bag of

@ Large 1 Topping Pizza,

and enjoy activities in the
Teen Room all summer
long. I hope to be able to
help teens keep their read-
ing and social skills sharp
over the summer. There is
something for everyone,
and always something to do
at the HPL. Please come
down to the Kick-off Party
on June 26 from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. for free ice cream
from the ice cream truck,
face painting, yard games,
balloon animals, magic and
more,” says Teen’s Librarian
Robin Siniaho.

For more informa-
tion about Holyoke Public
Library’s summer events,
summer reading program
and for registration stop by
the library or visit https://
www.holyokelibrary.org/ or
call 413-420-8105.

213 South Street, Holyoke Brmg

413.532.6666
@ Ten Wi

ings w/French Fries

$16.99 +Jax

16” Grinders with
Chips & CGan of Soda

$2499 +Jax

CI TK from page 1

Homeland Security should
notify the Holyoke City
Council and Mayor of its
specific violation and what
steps are needed to remedy.

The City of Holyoke
and all of its employees and
agents hereby agree to fully
comply with all federal laws
and regulations. To the extent
the city, its employees or
agents have or are violating
any federal law or regulation,
they shall immediately cease
and fully comply.

The City of Holyoke
requests removal from any
identification of our city as a
sanctuary city by any federal
department or agency.”

The order was intro-
duced to the entire coun-
cil at the June 17 meeting,
but it was quickly referred
to the Development and
Government Relations
Committee, which is chaired
by Councilor Kocayne
Givner. Givner will need to
schedule a meeting and place
the item on the agenda where
the committee will discuss
the matter and make a recom-
mendation to the full council.
With the summer schedule
coming soon, it is unclear
how long it will take the res-
olution to make it back to the
full council.

Garcia made his order on
Jan. 24, stating that, “that the
Holyoke Police Department

will neither honor nor
enforce a civil immigration
detainer requested from the
United States Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE) or the United States
Customs and Border Patrol
(CBP) when such order seeks
the excessive and/or unnec-
essary detention of an indi-
vidual in department cus-
tody at the Holyoke Police
Department beyond the point
at which he or she would oth-
erwise be released.”

While this order states
the police will not assist ICE
in any way, it does not desig-
nate Holyoke a sanctuary city
or prevents ICE agents them-
selves from executing their
duties.

M CA S, from page 1

“The new competen-
cy determination criteria
includes a passing grade for
both grade 9 and 10 English
courses, a passing grade for
both the algebra 1 and geom-
etry courses and a passing
grade in biology.

Course equivalents can
be determined by the school
principal and approved by the
superintendent.”

Soto said if a student or
former student believes tran-

‘('

script meets this criteria and
would like to request a diplo-
ma to replace your certifi-
cate of attainment, they can
visit hps.holyoke.ma.us under
the “Records Request” tab.

After filling out the
request, the superintendent
is notified and the request is
sent to Holyoke High’s North
or Dean campus, depending
on where the student attend-
ed.

Since opening up the eli-
gibility, 14 students have had
their requests approved, and

% C’ommun:l.ty

more requests are awaiting
reviews, Soto said.

With news of this eli-
gibility, it could change the
recently reported graduation
rates, which have improved
year-over-year for the past
few years.

The Holyoke Public
Schools are in the process of
preparing to be returned to
local control at the beginning
of July. The state is supposed
to put an end to the receiv-
ership the school district has
been in since 2015.

Small Cheese Calzone,
2 Liter Soda &

10 Wings $42.50 +7:x
/ \ Clipless Coupons — Order By Number

FAMILY
SPEGIAL

10” Cheese Pizza.......
4 Chicken Tenders with French Fries & a Can of Soda................
Cheeseburger with French Fries & a Can of Soda

( § _ DAILY SPECIALS

(Especiales Del Dia)

Mini Calzone Each Topping (same as Pizza Toppings) Additional $1.75 .....$8.50

Any Wrap with Small Bag of Chips and Can of Soda................... $10.99
Any Wrap with French Fries and Can of Soda............cccovmmvmmnnnee. $12.50
Any 8” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda.................. $11.50
Any 8” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda ..................... $11.99
Any Pita Pocket with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $11.50
Any Pita Pocket with French Fries & a Can of Soda.................... $11.99
Any 16” Grinder with a Bag of Chips & a Can of Soda................ $13.99
Any 16” Grinder with French Fries & a Can of Soda.................... $13.99

$8.25 Each Topping $1.50

$10.99

@ 8” Grinder or Pita Pocket
with Fries & FREE Can of Soda

$ 1325+ Tax

®0ne Large 1 Topping Pizza,
20 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$39.99 +7ax

EXPRESS DELIVERY: Holyoke, Chicopee, South Hadley & West Springfield

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE GOUPONS & TO ORDER ONLINE
www.holyokepizza.com

@ One Large 2 Topping Pizza,
& FREE 2 Liter Soda

$22.99 +7x

®0ne Medium 1 Topping Pizza,
10 Wings & FREE 2 Liter Soda

$29 99 +lax
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Autumn Events

Turley Publications will print your Autumn event
FREE OF CHARGE in our Autumn Fest Supplement
which will be published September 10, 2025.
Total circulation of 85,000 which reaches
over 200,000 readers in the Pioneer Valley.
Event Should Be Non-Profit & Open to the Public

Event Name

Date/Time

Location

Description

Cost

Contact name & phone number for more information

MAIL YOUR LISTING INFORMATION TO:
N Turley Publications, Attn: Jamie Joslyn,
24 Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069
or email* them to: jamie@turley.com
*Be sure to indicate “Autumn Event”
in the subject line of your email.

for Calendar |
submissions
s August 11.




