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Students tour
Veterans
Home new
construction

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Carpentry
students at Dean Tech High
School got a chance to get a
tour of the construction of the
Veterans Home.

The goal of this trip was to
expose the students to real life
application of the work that they
hope to do in the future.

“We’re creating that pipe-
line, kids learning the trades to
get the next generation of the
workforce ready to step into
these trades,” Mayor Joshua
Garcia said.

“It’s important for them
to see a project this size in
their own backyard and real-
ly help them understand the
work they’re doing in school,
how it is applied to the real
world,” Dean Tech Career and
Technical Education Director
Joel McAuliffe said.

The students were able
to tour the construction site
and learn firsthand from the
construction workers direct-
ly. They were invited to
ask questions about the job
throughout the tour.

See CONSTRUCTION, page 11

& The fountain at Laurel Park
¢ was dedicated to former
City Councilor Helen Norris.

Norris was surrounded by .

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The fountain
at Laurel Park was dedicated to
former City Councilor Helen
Norris thanks to her work in
restoring it.

Laurel park was originally
established in Holyoke in 1909,
after residents had requested
that the city keep the space a
park. The fountain in the park

. friends and family at her _ :

dedication ceremony.
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

[

was constructed in 1918.

Over the decades the foun-
tain and the park fell into dis-
repair. The park was restored
in 1998 thanks to the leader-
ship of Norris and collabora-
tion from city departments and
community members.

Norris® work inspired con-
tinued efforts to keep the park
and the fountain in good con-
dition. In 2016, Former Mayor
Alex Morse invested $37,000

/ Ze Helen Norris

into the park to build and
restore the fountain.

Now the fountain is the
only one that remains in oper-
ation in all of Holyoke’s parks.

Norris was inspired to
restore the fountain and the
park as she knew how much
it meant to the residents in the
neighborhood.

“I heard from many long-
time residents how Laurel
Park brought good memories,”

Norris said. “By the time I was
elected, the sparkle of Laurel
Park was dimming. Its beau-
ty faded as vandalism, broken
glass and disrepair set in.”
Norris was dedicated to
ensuring that the park could
be restored to its former glory.
She worked with students from
Dean Technical High School,
city departments and neighbors

See FOUNTAIN, page 12

City gathers at War Memorial to honor fallen veterans

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Holyoke cel-
ebrated Memorial Day with a
ceremony at the War Memorial
Building on Appleton Street.

The American Legion Post 325 Honor Guard posted the colors for the ceremony.

Mayor Joshua Garcia,
members of the city coun-
cil and State Representative
Patricia Duffy were all present
for the event in order to honor
fallen veterans.

“It’s always an honor to

come to events where neigh-
bors come together and stand
side by side together,” Garcia
said. “Today with prayer,
music, words and ceremony
remember the heroes who gave
their lives so that we can con-

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

tinue to be free.”

City Council President
Tessa Murphy-Romboletti
shared her gratitude for the sac-
rifices of the fallen veterans.

“I have never lived in a
world where there was a mil-
itary draft,” she said. “This
peace is a direct result of the
courage and selflessness of our
service members throughout
history.”

All present wanted to show
their gratefulness for the safety
and peace in the United States
that exists due to the work of
veterans.

“I’'m constantly reminded
of the principles of democracy
for which they fought,” Garcia
said. “The freedom to vote, to
choose our own leaders, the
freedom to express our beliefs
without fear, the freedom to
assemble, including the folks
who assemble right outside
my office every single day and
the ability to self-govern our-
selves.”

Throughout the ceremony
fallen heroes were honored by
performances from the Holyoke
High School Madrigal Choir

See MEMORIAL, page 12

Council looks
at spending
options for
opioid funds

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - At their meet-
ing on May 21, the city coun-
cil discussed what they wanted
to do with the about $75,000 in
the stabilization fund created to
receive the Opioid Settlement
Stabilization funds.

The city has received about
$475,000 so far to the stabili-
zation they set up to receive the
Opioid funds.

However, the state has
implemented a new law stating
that the rest of the Opioid funds,
to be given out over the 17 or
so years, will be given directly
to the mayor through a revenue
fund.

“The bottom line really is
the state forced us to close the
account and open up a new one,
so now we can use the new one
in a better way than we were
able to use it before,” Councilor

See OPIOD, page 11
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Genealogy consultations
available at the library

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke History
Room of the Holyoke Public Library is
now hosting free Drop-in consultations
with professional genealogists twice a
month from 2 to 4 p.m. on second and
fourth Wednesdays. Anyone with an
interest in family history research is wel-
come to drop by to ask for guided help or
share their progress.

Hillary Schau, certified professional
genealogist, has more than 20 years of
experience in the field and has particu-
lar expertise in helping people get orga-
nized. Iris Alicea Flores, also a certified
professional genealogist, offers general
help and brings with her an entire library
of reference works on Caribbean and
Central and South American genealogical

research. Iris is fully bilingual. Both
genealogists, as well as History Room
staff, can help visitors navigate online
sources and explore the resources at the
History Room. Extra computers will be
available for patron use.

Hillary, who has been involved in
the genealogy lab at the Chicopee Public
Library for several years, is excited to be
offering her services for free in Holyoke.
Iris, who works remotely with clients far
and near and is the author of the Descubre
Tu Historia blog, is enjoying offering
in-person help to local residents. Since
winter, the program has attracted more
than two dozen drop-in visitors and there
is room for more. For more information,
call the History Room at (413) 420-8107.

Nueva Esperanza to hold concert

HOLYOKE - Nueva Esperanza, in
partnership with Holyoke Media and MIFA
victory Theatre, is excited to announce a
special community event celebrating the
vibrant artistic culture of Puerto Rico and
the Caribbean. Join us for “Puerto Abierto”
on Thursday, May 30, from 5:30 to 6:30
p-m. at Holyoke Media, located at 1 Court
Plaza.

Admission is free, please RSVP for
front seating via Nueva Esperanza. This
free event invites all local and non-local

residents to come together and enjoy an
hour of captivating performances featuring:
Giovanni A. Pérez, Flutist Eric Lemmon,
Composer Julio Quifiones, Composer
Families are welcome to bring their
children to share in this unique artistic
experience. While walk-ins are encour-
aged, those wishing to sit up front can
RSVP by calling Nueva Esperanza. For
more information about the Thursday event
and to RSVP for front seating, please con-
tact Nueva Esperanza at (413) 437-7666.

Awareness observance will be held
at the Holyoke City Hall on Monday
June 3, at 2 p.m. The public is invited.

Anne Thalheimer, area representa-

gun violence when she was a college
student, is the organizer.

The program will include state-
ments from individuals whose lives
have been affected by gun violence,
and the reading of a proclamation by

tive for Wear Orange and a survivor of

Gun violence awareness event set

HOLYOKE — A Gun Violence

Holyoke Mayor Joshua A. Garcia.

Orange has been the defining
color of the gun violence prevention
movement nationwide. It is the color
hunters wear in the woods to protect
themselves and others. In January of
2013, Hadiya Pendleton, was killed
in Chicago at the age of 15 one week
after performing at President Obama’s
second inaugural parade in 2013.
Friends of Hadiya wore orange in her
honor.

City announces
July 4th fireworks

HOLYOKE - The City of
Holyoke will be hosting the annual
4th of July fireworks on Friday, June
28 (with a rain-date of June 30). The
event will take place on the grounds
of Holyoke Community College, at
303 Homestead Ave.

Vendors interested in taking part
in the event should contact the Parks
and Recreation Department before
June 16, for a permit application at
413-322-5620.

Everyone is encouraged to come
early to enjoy the music and food
from a variety of vendors as well as
many children’s activities. The event
begins at 6 p.m. with the fireworks
display scheduled to start at dusk. For
any questions, please call the Mayor’s
Office at 413-561-1600.

Senior Center offers Mystic Seaport Museum trip

HOLYOKE - Visit Connecticut’s
Mystic Seaport Museum with the
Holyoke Senior Center’s Travel Club.
The club will adventure to the nation’s
leading maritime museum on Tuesday,
June 18, to delve into ocean exploration,
innovation, recreation, art, artifacts and
more. Find a sea story by exploring the
Museum’s exhibitions, historic village,
collections, and working shipyard. A

ticket to the museum, bus transportation,
and a boxed lunch are included in the
price of the trip.

The trip is $80 per person. Payment
in full is required to reserve your a and
must be received no later than Thursday,
June 13. The bus departs from the Senior
Center at 8 a.m., and will leave Mystic
at 3:30 p.m. to arrive back in Holyoke
by approximately 5:30 p.m. Limited

seats are available and reservations will
be accepted on a first-come first-serve
basis. These are rain or shine events,
and tickets are non-refundable unless the
space can be filled by someone on the
waitlist. Payment for tickets can be made
by check, payable to the Holyoke Senior
Center, or by cash. Please plan to drop a
payment by the front desk at the Senior
Center.

Council to review school naming plan

HOLYOKE - The naming plan for
the new middle school that was devel-
oped by the Holyoke School Committee
in April will be headed next to the
Holyoke City Council for review.

The next step is to refer the matter
to the Joint Subcommittee of the City

Council and School Committee when
they meet on June 13.

The new middle school is current-
ly under construction on the site of the
former William R. Peck School, with an
anticipated opening date in fall or winter
2025-26.

COLLEGE NOTES

Lasell University
dean’s list

NEWTON - Ciro Zanetti,
a Lasell University student from
Holyoke, was named to the dean’s list
for their academic performance in the
Spring 2024 semester. To be named to
the dean’s list, Lasell students must
complete at least 12 credits as a full-
time student and achieve a semester
GPA of 3.5 or higher.

Manzi graduates
from Holy Cross

WORCESTER — Emma Manzi
of Holyoke received a bachelor of
arts degree from College of the Holy
Cross.

Manzi is among 751 bachelor of
arts degree recipients Holy Cross cel-
ebrated at its 178th Commencement
held in person on Friday, May 24 at
the DCU Center in Worcester.

Golf fundraiser to benefit food pantry

WEST SPRINGFIELD - The Parish
Cupboard, a food pantry and hot lunch
program located in West Springfield will
be holding a fundraiser on Saturday, June
1 with it’s annual golf outing. Golf is
$125 per person. To attend the dinner
only is $30. Sponsors and prize donors
are also needed to make the event suc-
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cessful. A tournament sponsor is avail-
able for $1500, which includes a four-
some. Silver Tee sponsors are available
for $125 and Gold Tee sponsors are avail-
able for $250.

For more information contact Bob at
the Parish Cupboard at 413-794-7969 or
email parishcupboard @aol.com.

Tennis social mixer
offered weekly

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Tennis Club, located at the Public Red
Clay Tennis Courts at Forest Park,
announces weekly Saturday social ten-
nis mixer

The first social tennis mixer was
held Saturday May 18 from 9 to 11
a.m. and is open to the public, and
there will be no charge for participa-
tion. Refreshments will be served. The
weekly Saturday mixers will run from
May to October.

The social mixers are a fun morn-
ing of tennis. Join for a chance to meet
new players, improve tennis skills,
and enjoy the sport in a friendly envi-
ronment. Players should be advanced
beginner level and above, 2.5 rating
and up.

For more information about the
Social Tennis Mixer or the Springfield
Tennis Club, please email our
Membership Director Mary Martin at
Springfieldtennisclub@ gmail.com or
phone at 413-896-1475.

Build a fairy
house June 17

HOLYOKE - Join storytell-
er, Maryjo Maichack at the Holyoke
Public library for fairy tales and fairy
houses, on Monday, June 17, from 1
to 2:30 p.m. Maichack will be telling
fairy tales at patrons make their own
fairy house.

Maichack will bring supplies, but
participants should feel free to bring
any supplies for the fairy houses.
Space is limited, please call 413-420-
8101 to reserve your seat.
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Enjoy Wisty Wednesdays at Wistiariahurst Museum

HOLYOKE - Wistariahurst Museum
is thrilled to revive our family summer
event, Wisty Wednesdays. Come and join
all the wonderful events available in the
gardens for Wisty Wednesdays right in
the heart of Holyoke every first and third
Wednesday of the month, from June until
the end of September. Enjoy compet-
ing in fun lawn games with friends in
historic gardens that are brought to life
by vibrant plants and foliage. Children
and adults can also stop by to enjoy free
face painting for the first hour of Wisty
Wednesdays. Join neighbors, families,
friends, and local community members
to share some fun and make amazing
memories that will last for years to come.

When you finally work up an appe-
tite after all the fun and games, local
food trucks are available. Mis Frituras is
back for another exciting summer sea-
son at Wistariahurst. Their empanadillas,
tacos, pollo fritos, and fresh juices will
satisfy your cravings. Holyoke Ice Cream
will also be available on certain dates.

Wistariahurst Museum is celebrating
the 150th year since the historic home
moved to the City of Holyoke. To add
to this exciting anniversary, specialized
celebrations will occur on certain Wisty
Wednesdays dates. On June 5, all are

Adults and children enjoy ice cream and competing in fun lawn games.

invited all who are part of or allies to the
LGBTQ+ community to Celebrate Pride.
June 19, there will be a Juneteenth event.
July 3 celebrate Independence before
kicking off your 4th of July festivities.
“We’re so excited to bring back
our summer series, Wisty Wednesdays,”
enthuses Megan Seiler, Wistariahurst’s
Museum Director. “We had so much fun
with all of our museum friends and com-
munity members, we can’t wait to do it

all over again this year but better!”

Wisty Wednesdays are your ticket
to a spontaneous date night or a fun-
filled family outing. Get ready to sing,
dance, laugh, and experience a whirl-
wind of excitement at these fantastic hap-
penings. Best of all, admission to Wisty
Wednesdays is completely free and open
to the public.

To learn more about Wisty
Wednesdays, visit: https://wistariahurst.

Submitted photo

org/events/.

Wisty Wednesdays adates are June 5
and 19 from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m., July 3 and
17, August 7 and 21, September 4 and 18
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Wistariahurst is an educational
and cultural center owned and operat-
ed by the City of Holyoke and support-
ed by The Wistariahurst Foundation.
More information is available at www.
Wistariahurst.org.

Girls Inc. of the Valley celebrate Women in Trades Day May 31

HOLYOKE - Girls Inc. of the
Valley is thrilled to announce their new
event, Women in Trades Day, a meet and
greet with professionals from diverse
careers to help expose youth to different
career opportunities that they may not be
familiar with. The event will be on Friday,
May 31, from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. at the
Girls Inc. headquarters, 480 Hampden St.

Girls Inc. of the Valley’s after-school
program youth will have the opportu-
nity during this event to visit different

trade stations and learn how they can
join each particular field. The Holyoke
Fire Department, Sherwood Auto
Performance, and LiftTruck Parts &
Service, Inc. will be joining the event,
along with a variety of other profession-
als in all different fields. This is a won-
derful chance for kids to explore their
interests, ask questions, and get inspired
about their future.

“Women in Trades Day was creat-
ed during the pandemic to introduce our

youth to fields that are traditionally dom-
inated by men. Now, we are able to offer
this experience in-person, giving youth
a chance to get hands-on experience and
see themselves in positions they may
never have thought of,” said Ana Gerena,
Special Projects and Volunteerism man-
ager at Girls Inc. “Providing girls and
trans youth opportunities like these are so
important in expanding the workforce.”
Girls Inc. of the Valley encourages
all girls to seize this opportunity for con-

tinuous learning, professional network-
ing, and personal growth that’ll support
their future successes. This fun and edu-
cational event will provide a positive out-
let for youth to learn about a variety of
careers directly from professionals within
each field.

Media are invited to attend. If inter-
ested or have questions regarding this
event, please contact Meghan Rothschild
at (413) 218-4994 or meghan@chikme-
dia.us.

Senate adopts Velis amendments
to support Veterans health, needs

BOSTON - Ahead
of Memorial Day, the
Massachusetts State Senate
adopted two amendments
put forth by Senator John C.
Velis (D-Westfield) focused
on expanding access to vet-
erans’ behavioral health and
supporting the unique needs
of women veterans.

It is estimated 1 in
3 veterans return home
with an invisible wound of war, wheth-
er it be PTSD, a traumatic brain inju-
ry, depression, or something else. Left
unaddressed, these issues can have trag-
ic outcomes. Since 9/11 over 1,400 vet-
erans have lost their lives to suicide in
the Commonwealth. Amendment 804
would allocate an additional $500,000
to the Home Base program operated by
Massachusetts General Hospital to sup-
port their expansion and training efforts
across the state to provide veterans with
behavioral health treatment close to home.

“In my opinion, Memorial Day is
the most sacred day of the year. And
as we honor and remember all those
who paid the ultimate sacrifice for our
nation, we are also reminded of our
sacred duty to ensure that we are doing
everything we can for our veterans,”
shared Senator John Velis, Chair of
the Joint Committee on Veterans and
Federal Affairs. “Home Base is truly a
one-of-a-kind program that is dedicated
to treating the behavioral health needs
of our veterans, including those invisi-
ble wounds, at no cost. It is critical that
our Veterans, regardless of where they
live in the Commonwealth, have access
to these services close to home.”

Sen. John Velis

Senator Velis’ second
amendment focused on women
veterans. Women veterans are
the fastest growing popula-
tion of veterans in the coun-
try. The Massachusetts State
Senate has historically cham-
pioned women veterans’ issues
including providing additional
funding for outreach to women
veterans and funding a study on
the changing needs of women
veterans. Amendment 454 adopted by
the Senate on Tuesday evening would
build upon that work by codifying the
Women’s Veterans Network into state law
and establish clear requirements to ensure
outreach to women veterans.

“The reality is there are count-
less women veterans residing in our
Commonwealth that are not utilizing the
services and benefits available to them
because they are simply not aware that
they exist,” said Velis. “Women veter-
ans face entirely different challenges than
their male counterparts and it is critical
we recognize this and tailor our outreach
efforts so that every women veteran who
calls Massachusetts home can access the
services they’ve earned in service to our
nation.”

A 2022 report from then Auditor
Bump found that the Women Veterans
Network had only identified 6% of the
over 25,000 women veterans living in
the Commonwealth at that time. This
amendment, which was unanimously
adopted by the Senate, would also require
the Network to submit annual reports to
the Legislature on their outreach efforts
to identify and support women veterans
residing in the Commonwealth.

Canoe, kayak river cruise set for June 8

WESTFIELD - On Saturday,
June 8, the Westfield River Watershed
Association (WRWA) will sponsor a
scenic six-mile paddle from the Great
River Bridge in Westfield to Robinson
State Park in Agawam. For those used
to seeing the river only in glimpses from
the road, the family-friendly canoe and
kayak cruise offers a new, close-up view
of the waterway.

“We’re excited to be back on the
water this year for our Canoe and Kayak
Cruise after needing to cancel last year

due to river conditions. This is a fun
section of river to paddle for anyone
who enjoys being on the water and it is
ideal for beginners looking to develop
their skills,” says Mark Damon, WRWA
Board president. The Cruise begins just
below the Great Bridges in Westfield
and continues down to Robinson Park in
Agawam.

“Nature enthusiasts will enjoy the
early summer vegetation and birdlife.
Perhaps you’ll spot some of the more

See CRUISE, page 11
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SOCIAL SECURITY

il

I’m working after age
65; Why aren’t | exempt
from Medicare
Part B Premium?

Dear Rusty:

Why, as I continue to work after age 65
and have FICA taxes taken from my check, am
I or anyone also compelled under the threat
of penalties, rate increases, etc. to immediate-
ly take Medicare Part B?

Am I not then effectively paying into the
system twice? As more and more people over
65 continue to work, isn’t that a consideration
that should be evaluated by Congress, if one
is working past 65, above a specific level of
income and paying FICA taxes, the Medicare
Part B premium is waived?

Signed: Working Senior

By Russell Gloor

Dear Working Senior:

FYI, 6.2% of the FICA payroll taxes you
pay while working goes to Social Security
and another 1.45% goes to fund Medicare
Part A (hospitalization coverage, which is free
to you). None of the FICA payroll tax you
pay from your work earnings goes to fund
Medicare Part B, coverage for outpatient ser-
vices, which is the part of Medicare for which
you must pay a premium.

Said another way, your FICA payroll
taxes do fund Medicare Part A, which is
free to you, but do not provide any funding
for Medicare Part B. Part B is funded from
two primary sources: the premiums paid
by beneficiaries and the federal govern-
ment from the general Treasury. Premiums
from enrollees pay for about 25% of Part B
healthcare expenses and the remaining 75%
of Part B operating expenses are paid from
the general U.S. Treasury, not from Social
Security money.

See SECURITY, page 5

Election letters
to the editor welcome

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to
participate in this year’s election campaigns
by writing letters to the editor for publication
on these pages. Letters of up to 250 words
from local residents endorsing candidates
on the ballot or discussing campaign issues
should be sent to The Holyoke Sun, care of
Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA
01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed to
thesun @turley.com. Please include a daytime
telephone number for verification purposes (it
will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that
Friday’s newspaper. No attack letters will be
printed. No letters written by candidates sup-
porting their own candidacy will be printed.
If the volume of letters received is larger than
the space available in the newspaper, or if
the letters become repetitive, the newspaper
reserves the right to print a representative
sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the news-
paper plans to print stories about contested
races for Congress, state Senate, state House,
district attorney and Governor’s Council
during the weeks leading up to the election,
as well as a question-and-answer voters guide.
In order to ensure fairness to all candidates, no
political press releases will be printed, nor will
reporters cover political rallies or fundraisers.
Candidates who wish to further publi-
cize their candidacy, beliefs and events may
contact advertising, 413-283-8393 about paid
advertising in The Holyoke Sun.
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There’s still time to sow Morning Glories seeds

Ge

t’s amazing how quickly some seeds can
I:germinate. I was worried that I was late

in sowing my Morning Glory seeds when
I planted them on the 17th of May. Lo and
behold, two days later they are sprouted, and
here we are a week plus more and they are
nearly ready to be planted in the garden!

My first experience with Morning Glories
was with a childhood friend. Her dad used to
grow them so that they climbed up his fancy,
road-side mailbox.

That memory has to be over four decades
old at this point, but I still remember how well
he grew those morning glories.

Are you interested in enhancing a lamp
post or trellis with summer color? This annual
flowering vine can put on upwards of ten feet
of growth in just two months!

Although the trumpet-shaped flowers
bloom from just dawn to late morning, most
gardeners are enamored by them and their
lovely heart-shaped leaves.

Here are some tips to get them off and
running:

Morning glories have hard seed coats. To
speed up germination, nick the seeds lightly
with a file and soak them overnight in luke-
warm water.

If you are nervous about the nicking part,
even just soaking will help. Sow them one-half
inch deep directly in the ground in a spot in
your yard that receives full sun or light shade.

It is not necessary to fertilize the soil heav-
ily prior to planting. In fact, soil that is too rich
will produce abundant foliage at the expense of
flowers.

Once the plants are up and growing, thin
morning glories to at least three inches apart. It
is important to provide them with some sort of
support immediately.

Therefore, install your trellis before plant-
ing and provide enough twiggy low branches
up against lamp posts or fences for twining

stems to reach for until they get established.
Wire fencing and twine “cages” will also do
the trick.

Morning glories require little care other
than water during droughty periods.

The hardest part about growing these
climbers is deciding which variety to grow!
Choose the deep purple, red-throated heirloom
“Grandpa Ott’s.”

It climbs to a remarkable 15 feet with
support and will self-sow abundantly each
year. Another old favorite and readily available
morning glory is “Heavenly Blue.”

This variety has five-inch sky blue flowers
with creamy white throats. It will top off at six
to eight feet.

How about the 1939 All American
Selections award winner “Scarlett O’Hara?”
Her rosy red flowers are three to four inches
wide, borne on vines eight to ten feet tall.

A new and most interesting morning glory
goes by the name “Cotton Candy.” Its flowers
are double and ruffled, with a shape similar to
that of a nasturtium.

With a height of just six feet, this variety is
useful on shorter trellises. Another double vari-
ety goes by the name of “Sunrise Serenade.”

This one boasts three inch flowers with
ruby red, frilly petals. Although its height tops
off at 15 feet, “Sunrise Serenade” will bloom
earlier and stay open longer than most other
varieties.

Consult your favorite seed catalog for
other neat morning glories, including a pure
white, a rosy ‘“chocolate” and numerous bicol-
ors. The sky is literally the limit, and these
plants will sure reach for it!

If you want to get a head start next year,
sow the seeds indoors two weeks prior to set-
ting out. You will be delighted with flowers
earlier in the summer.

Be careful when transplanting, however,
or the vines will be set back. Also, use caution
when handling the seeds around children and
pets; they are considered poisonous.

Roberta McQuaid graduated from
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 31 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at
Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing
food as well as flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the subject line.

EDITOR/SPORTS
Greg Scibelli
thesun@turley.com

ADVERTISING
SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

The Holyoke Sun is published every
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

@ The Holyoke Sun

WEB
www.sun.turley.com

PATRICK H. TURLEY
CEO

KEITH TURLEY
President

DEANNA SLOAT
Graphics Manager

(]
Turleyb
Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

Morning Glories

9
Photos
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writ-
ers to include their name,
address and phone num-
ber in order for our office
to authenticate author-
ship prior to publication.
Addresses and phone
numbers are not pub-
lished.

Unsigned or anony-
mous letters will NOT be
published.

We reserve the right
to edit or withhold any
submissions. Libelous,
unsubstantiated allega-
tions, personal attacks or
defamation of character
are not allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at
noon.

Please email (pre-
ferred) letters to the-
sun@turley.com. Mailed
letters can be sent to The
Sun, 24 Water Street,
Palmer, MA 01069.
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BACKYAR

By Ellenor Downer

Ireceived an email from a Brimfield

couple, who spotted a male and female

rose-breasted grosbeak a their feed-
er. They also had an indigo bunting and
reported their hummingbirds were back.

Female rose-breasted grosheak

The female rose-breasted grosbeak
like many female bird species lacks the
brilliant colors of the male. The female
has a white eyebrow, brown in color with
heavy streaking and two white wing bars.
She shows yellow “armpits” in flight.

The male has a black head and back
with a red triangle on its white breast. In
flight it shows white patches and rose-
red “armpits.” Grosbeaks are eight inches
long. Their song is a rapid series of whis-
tles often called a “robin in a hurry.” Their
call is a distinct squeak like a “sneaker on
a gym floor.”

The female lays three to six pale blue
eggs with irregular brown spots in a nest
of coarse and fine twigs lined with horse-
hair, rootlets and grasses placed in the
branch of a tree 5 to 25 feet above the
ground.

Belchertown birds

A Belchertown resident sent this
email, “We saw our first Northern oriole
this year on Thursday, May 9. He was
scolding my husband as he changed the
bird bath water. We usually have a pair
nesting in the shagbark hickory in front
of our house. Hopefully, they will do so
again this year.”

She also said she had not seen any
chickadees and usually has many in her
yard. She wonders why. She also has
redwings, goldfinches, house finches,
mockingbirds, cat birds, robins, blue-
birds, swallows and house wrens.

Birds at Warren ponds

A Brimfield resident often reports
on the birds he sees. He visited a pond
on South Street in Warren on May 9 and
saw an osprey and six great blue heron.
There were two new nests at the pond
making a total of four nest there. Other
birds were a red-tailed hawk, turkey
vulture, two mourning doves, one crow,

three three swallows, one barn swal-
low, six common grackles and six red-
winged blackbirds.

On the same day, he visited a pond
on New Reed Street in Warren and saw
two spotted sandpipers, two

double-crested cormorants, two tur-
key vultures, three Eastern kingbirds,
five tree swallows, four red-winged
blackbirds, six common grackles and on
yellow warbler.

He said, “This week in the yard we
have 4 catbirds, and a pair has started a
nest iin the quince bush near the house.
I’ve see two female ruby-throated hum-
mingbirds and one male. A male was
seen April 29t a little earlier that usual.”

More birds
The same Brimfield resident saw
two female Baltimore orioles and one
male at the orange and jelly feeder. A
common yellowthroat and an American
redstart, both males, were in the yard
recently as was a house wren. The

In The News ¢

wrens have nested in nesting boxes
the last several years. He also said a
Cooper’s hawk has been patrolling the
area the past week or so, but hasn’t seen
any piles of feather.

Another visit to Warren ponds

At the South Street pond in Warren,
he said, “The ospreys are continuing to
tend their nest

and there are now four for sure,
maybe five great blue heron nests. One
of the heron nests has three chicks as of
a few days ago.”

On New Reed Street in Warren,
there were two double-crested cormo-
rants for about a week until yesterday
and I saw a blue-headed vireo there.

People may report a bird sighting
or bird related experience by calling
me at 413-967-3505, leaving a mes-
sage at extension 100, emailing myback-
yard88@aol.com or edowner@turley.
com or mailing to Barre Gazette, P.O.

Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

SECURITK from page 4

So, it’s necessary to separate Part
B from your thinking about the payroll
taxes you pay while working you’re not
paying anything to fund Part B through
your FICA taxes. You aren’t compelled
to enroll in Part B (it’s optional), but
if you don’t enroll during your initial
enrollment period (3 months on either
side of the month you turn 65) and don’t
have other equivalent “creditable” cov-
erage from an employer, and you enroll
in Part B later, a late enrollment penalty
will apply (10% additional premium for
each full year after age 65 you go with-

out creditable healthcare coverage).

"

39
43
46
49
N
CLUES ACROSS 26. Licensed for
1. Fashion Wall Street
accessory 27. Perfect
4. Engine 29. It’'s on many
additive people’s heads
7. Small, faint 30. Boxing’s GOAT
constellation 31. Photo
8. Gives a job 32. Popular HBO
10. Self-righteous show
person 39. Popular music
12. Caucasian awards show
language 41. Pouch
13. Surinam toad  42. Lake in
14. Sino-Soviet Botswana

block (abbr.) 43. Unruly group
16. Former French 44. One-fourth

coin 45. Very eager
17. Levels the 46. Edward __,
score author and
19. What stage writer
performers do  48. Flying insect
20. Egyptian Sun  49. Dragged
god forcibly
21. Localities 50. Thus far
25. Spherical 51. Not just “play”
body 52. Commercials

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

CLUES DOWN material
1. Occur 24. Luke’s mentor
2. Show up __-Wan
3. Capital of 27. Postmodernist
Taiwan Austrian “House”
4. Brother or sister  28. Aquatic
5. Secret get- salamander
togethers 29. Baseball stat
6. Type of tea 31. Beginning
8. Where the action military rank
is 32. Talk rapidly and
9. Cast out unintelligbly
11. Crime group 33. Paddle
14. Type of vessel ~ 34. Caregiver
(abbr.) (abbr.)
15. Accept and 35. 0ld Irish
handle alphabet
18. Sacrifice hit 36. Japanese city
19. One who 37.In a way, acted
buys and sells 38. Things to see
securities 39. Nursemaid
simultaneously  40. Type of tooth
20. Month 44.To be
22. Most thin demonstrated
23. Naturally 47. Defunct
occurring European group

So, your premise in suggesting that
Part B be free (the premium waived)
if you’re working over a certain age or
after an amount of time contributing to
the program isn’t valid, because no one
contributes to Medicare Part B through
FICA payroll taxes. Part B beneficiary
contributions are only made through pre-
miums paid by those enrolled in it. And
you don’t need to enroll in Part B if you
have “creditable” healthcare coverage
from an employer. The Part B non-en-
rollment penalty only applies if you
enroll after your initial enrollment period
has expired and didn’t have “creditable”
healthcare coverage after you turned 65.
“Creditable” is a group plan with more

than 20 participants.

The Association Mature Citizens
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated
with or endorsed by the Social Security
Administration or any other govern-
mental entity. This article is intended
for information purposes and does not
represent legal or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions and interpreta-
tions of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security
Association To submit a question, Vvisit
amacfoundation.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor
is a Social Security advisor for AMAC.

Announce Your

Wedding or Engagement

Your wedding or engagement

GUIDE

announcement will be included in our
Bridal Guide, out September 30, 2024 for FREE!

Be sure to include the following with photograph. Deadline September 4, 2024:

Bride’s Name:

Bride’s Town Residence:

Groom’s Name:

Groom’s Town Residence:

Wedding Date:

Wedding Location:

EMAIL TO: JAMIE@TURLEY.COM

800.824.6548 | www.turley.com

Be sure to include
a high resolution, clear
photograph for printing.
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Chambers unite to raise funds for food bank

Local chambers of commerce united to raise money for the Western Mass. Food Bank
recently. Submitted photo

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertis-
er is requested to check
their advertisement the
first time it appears.
This paper will not be
responsible for more
than one corrected in-

CENTER STREET
AUTO PARTS OF
CHICOPEE, INC.

We will pay you top dollar for your car
AND we will pick it up! Call us for a price!
o Top-Of-The-Line Auto Salvaging Services
« First-Rate Used Auto Parts

sertion, nor will be li-

Money on .
« Top-Grade Auto Body Parts the é’pot able for any error in
« Sell Your Old or Used Car to Us for All an advertisement to a
“Serving all of Western Mass” Vehicles greater extent than the

cost of the space occu-
pied by the item in the
advertisement.

centerstreetautoparts.com
651 Center St., Chicopee 413-733-2778

W@Atﬂ)llft Thassachusetts .l 2

onovanm s #1 Jrish Pub!

lrish Pub

Live Music, Great Food & A Pint To Raise Your Spirits!

Friday, Friday,
May 31 _ t:"%‘-‘ﬁ; June 7
Blaney ¥ ey The
Brothers ,‘i ,% Healys
Saturday, “%7 Saturday, June 8
el - Bob & Stu
D?e from Boston’s
Reilly Erin Og

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

LOWER PRICES

10 BOOST

3 PRICES IN_RED
=< . ARE AT OR BEL
Z25% | £ XS LAST YEAR’S PRICES!
/ USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TOP ROUND
LONDON BROIL .

The East of the River Chamber,
West of the River Chamber, Greater
Chicopee Chamber, Greater Holyoke
Chamber, Greater Westfield Chamber,
and the Springfield Regional Chamber
all came together on March 27 to fill
the Food Bank. The event took place at
the new Western Mass. Food Bank in
Chicopee on March 27 for an evening of
networking showcased the new building
to the community while giving all of the
area chamber members the opportunity
to meet for a great cause.

Melissa Breor, Executive Director
of the Greater Chicopee Chamber
said “When Diana Szynal from the
Springfield Chamber reached out to me
with the idea for this event, I was all in.
I thought it would be a great way for all
the Hampden County chambers to unite
for the first time in one event.”

Grace Barone, Executive Director
of the ERCS said they all met collec-
tively every other month to plan the
event, and it came together quickly and
easily.

“We all had the same vision, to
support our local community while
partnering together.” Donations start-
ing rolling in, and sponsorships were
given. Many thanks to our generous

sponsors: Baystate Health, Country
Bank,KNF&T,Latino Economic
Development Center, PeoplesBank &
Westfield Gas & Electric, Andrews
Associates, Comcast, Commercial
Distributing, Employers Association
of New England, Markens Group, The
Polish National Credit Union, Blaze
Express, Center for Ecotechnology,
Development Associates, Florence
Bank, Greenfield Cooperative Bank,
Holiday Inn Ludlow, Holyoke Gas &
Electric, MassHire Holyoke & Park
Square Realty for their generous sup-
port. The Fill the Food Bank event
raised $10,863.00, and 1,400 pounds of
food, which will give over 30,000 meals
to people in need right here in our com-
munity.

The festivities were captured by
Micheal Epaul photography, raffle
donations by Six Flags New England,
and the Valley Blue Sox. Catering
was provided by Partners Restaurant/
Tanseys Catered Table in Agawam who
provided an amazing potato bar with
baked and mashed potatoes and all the
fixins’. To top off the event, Icecream
Emergency was parked out front offer-
ing samples from their elaborate ice-
cream truck.

The class of 2024 nursing graduates from Holyoke Community College.

Submitted photo

HCC celebrates nursing graduates

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community
College celebrated the graduation of 36
students from its Associate in Science
in Nursing degree program on Thursday,
May 23.

The students were recognized
during a pinning ceremony in HCC’s
Leslie Phillips Theater, during which
they were formally inducted into the
healthcare field as soon-to-be registered
nursing professionals. During a tradi-
tional pinning ceremony, new nursing

graduates light candles, receive their
nursing pin from a registered nurse, and
recite the Nightingale Pledge.

The graduates, many of whom are
already working, will sit for their exams
before becoming licensed as registered
nurses.

Holyoke Community College,
Associate of Science in Nursing pro-
gram graduates for 2024 from Chicopee
are Kayla Mitchell and Annmarie
Swaby.

Wednesday Night

Tuesday Night
6pm

Pitch Night

$46g

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN DRUMSTICKS 0.5 0 ©9%

USDA INSP. FROZEN VARIETY

PACK GUT UP CHICKEN 15 5 8

2139

USDA INSP.

YOUR BUDGET!
PORK CHOPS BEEF PORTERHOUSE
5249
USDA INSP. FROZEN -
AMERICAN LAMB
VIRGINIA HAW............. 3399

GOOK'S SMOKED HAM
PORTIONS BUTT or SHANK.....

99:¢

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CHILEAKM KA~ 399 FRESH BONE
USDA IVSP. FRESH © [ “or "BONE STEAKS
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS.... $Q99 ]
PORK SHOULDER Picwic, S 1 32 > Uspase
SLICED IN OUR DELI

RIB CHOPS
GREAT ON THE GRILL NGRS |5

SALMON FILLETS ......... 599

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

SALE DATES: 5/30/24-6/5/24 BUY DIRECT FOR S SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

USDA INSP. STOREMADE BONELESS " a

USDA ISP STOREMADE BON USDA INSP. COOKED SHRIMP 4-7pm

CHOKEN THIGHS "2 15" /OB FRESAONLI 4150 COUNT 15 s Q99 Live Music by
ﬁSEéANSBPBBTﬁKEM’A%’EDBO“ELE§S335 S22 30 90 Meat Outlet® IRttty Tone Wolf

PORK BUTT STRIPS [LLLLTTTTITL b s36 7 LB HUURS MOI‘I Wed. 8-4 41 3-737-1 288 AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
USDA INSP. FROZEN b A5~ www.90meat. com 22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA

to limit quantities.

6 e MAY 31,2024 e The Holyoke Sun

Smoked BBQ

5:30-7pm

Dinner
Friday Night
5-7pm

Steaks &
Pork Chops

Saturday, June 8

Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325
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' Knights close
2 ® season with win

HOLYOKE - Last Tuesday afternoon,
Holyoke softball defeated Putnam 16-2 to finish
the regular season with five wins. The Knights
did not qualify for the state tournament and their |
season ends at 5-15.

Giselle Piedra takes a swing.

Regular season ends
with pair of wins

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke High School boys volley-
ball team finished off the regular season with a pair of wins,
defeating both Southwick and Putnam by 3-0 scores. The
wins would put Holyoke at 12-6 for the season. The Knights
did not make the Western Mass. tournament, but did make
the state tournament in Division 2. Holyoke was scheduled
to face SICS, but the date and time of the game has not been 88 OF 2011
determined due to Holyoke and Dean Tech’s graduations :
taking place this week.

[VOLLEYBALL - HOLYOKE - BIRTHPLAC

Alexander Dumas sets the ball back  Jeduar Colon goes for a point. Adrian Centeno-Feliciano looks to
Xavier Matos gets things started with a bump. over the net. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com spike past an opposing player.
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Western Mass. Pioneers post shutout in home opener

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

LUDLOW - A couple of hours after
winning his first soccer match as the New
England Mutiny head coach, Federico
Molinari guided the Western Mass.
Pioneers to another win in their home
opener.

The Pioneers, who held a 2-0 lead
five minutes into the contest, posted a
4-0 shutout victory over Pathfinder FC at
Lusitano Stadium on May 18.

“It feels very good to win our first
game of the season in front of our fans.
I’'m happy for them,” Molinari said.
“Scoring the two early goals gave the
team a lot of confidence.”

The Pioneers (2-0) began the regular
season with a 1-0 shutout road victory
against the Boston Bolts on May 14.

The only goal of that contest was
scored on a header by Scott Testori fol-
lowing a corner kick in the middle of the
second half.

“Our first game of the season was
very close,” Testori said. “It was still
scoreless going into the last twenty min-
utes. Then Jared Smith sent a perfect cor-
ner kick to me, and I headed it home. We
were able to keep the clean sheet in that
game.”

Testori, who’s one of the Pioneers
first-year players, assisted on the Pioneers
first goal in the home opener, which was
scored by Alec Hughes during the third
minute. Hughes is a second-year Pioneers
player.

A couple of minutes later, Testori
received a pass from Camilo Comi before
lining a shot into the right corner of the
net.

“We really needed to have a quick
start in tonight’s game,” said Testori,
who’ll be a senior member of the UConn
men’s soccer team this fall. “Alec got
things going with a huge goal. Then
Camilo made a perfect pass to me, and |
was able to finish the play by scoring a
goal of my own. I’'m very excited about
being a member of this soccer team.”

Testori and Hughes, who was a
senior on last year’s UMass men’s soccer
team, both graduated from different high
schools in Connecticut.

“My high school soccer team never
played against Alec’s team,” Testori said.
“Our club soccer teams did face each
other a few times. It has been a lot of fun
being teammates with him for the first
time. He’s an outstanding soccer player.
We complement each other very well.”

Last Saturday’s home opener wasn’t
the first time that Testori played a match

Westfield
Bank ¥

Scott Testori looks to center the ball.

on the turf soccer field located on Winsor
Street in Ludlow. A couple of years ago,
he played for AC Connecticut, which lost
to the Pioneers.

“I’ve played a game in this stadium
two years ago, so I already knew what the
atmosphere was like here,” said Testori,
who signed several autographs following
the match. “To have these fans rooting for
you is just a great feeling. This is a talent-
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Patrlck Gryczewski advances the baII up
the field.

ed soccer team, so I wanted to join them
this year. I'm hoping that we can qualify
for the playoffs.”

During the 36th minute, Patrick
Gryczewski dribbled the ball down the
right side before cutting into the middle
of the box. He then slid a shot into the
lower right corner for the Pioneers third
goal of the match, which was unassisted.
Gryczewski, who’s also from the Nutmeg
state, plays college soccer at U.R.I.

Holding a commanding 3-0 halftime
lead, the Pioneers final goal was scored

Kwame Adu-Gyamfi sends a pass up the
field.

by Lawrence Goddard, who’s a returning
player, during the 72nd minute.

Western Mass goalie Gianluca
Cersosimo didn’t see very much action
in recording his second consecutive clean
sheet.

The Pioneers defensive unit is led by
Jared Smith, Zach Sauer, Aidan Kelly, and
team captain Nicholas Oberrauch.

The Pioneers were scheduled to play
at the Albany Rush on Wednesday night
(May 22) before returning home to face
Black Rock FC at 7 p.m. on May 31.

Doiron dominant in Granite homecoming

CLAREMONT, N.H. — The last time
the Granite State Pro Stock Series raced
at Claremont Motorsports Park, Joey
Doiron turned in a dominant performance
to take home the big winner’s purse.
And neither a year away from the tricky
third-mile nor a different car could keep
the two-time GSPSS champion from the
winner’s circle. Doiron led every lap of
Sunday night’s Key Auto Group 125,
earning his seventh career GSPSS win
and a $5,000 check.

The veteran racer from Berwick,
Maine, was quick all night, turning the
fastest lap in time trials and handily win-
ning his qualifying heat. Former series
regular Jeremy Sorel lined up along-
side Doiron after his own heat win, but
Doiron jumped out to an early lead as
Sorel faced challenges from Casey Call
and Cory Casagrande.

Call and Casagrande settled into sec-
ond and third, and as the field stretched
out over a long green-flag run, the three
leaders drew closer together, setting up a
thrilling battle for the closing laps.

Contact between Alex Quarterley
and Ryan Green brought out the race’s
second caution on lap 77, though, and
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as the yellow flag waved, Call made a
beeline for the pits with a flat tire.
Casagrande, still searching for his first
GSPSS win, lined up alongside Doiron
for the restart, but Doiron slipped away
with the advantage.

Once again, Casagrande reeled in
Doiron, closing the gap as the laps wound
down. But he could not catch Doiron to
make a move, and the veteran racer held
on for his third career win at Claremont.

Doiron joins Gabe Brown and Ray
Christian IIT as drivers who have scored
consecutive GSPSS wins at Claremont.
Doiron’s third win also ties him with
Brown, Christian and D.J. Shaw for the
most series wins at the track.

Casagrande matched his GSPSS
career best with his runner-up perfor-
mance. Outside polesitter Sorel matched
his own career best in third. Call drove
back from his flat tire to place fourth,
while Sorel’s teammate and crew chief,
Quarterley, was fifth in his GSPSS debut.

With top-five finishes in the first two
races of 2024, Casey Call unofficially
leads the point standings headed to the
series’ next race, a stop at Speedway 95
in Maine on June 16.

ST. LOUIS, MO - St. Louis
Blues President of Hockey Operations
and General Manager Doug
Armstrong announced today
that the team has named Steve
Konowalchuk head coach of its AHL
affiliate, the Springfield Thunderbirds.

“We went through an extensive
interview process, and through those
conversations, it became clear that
Steve best fit what we were seeking in a
head coach,” said Thunderbirds General
Manager Kevin Maxwell. “We look for-
ward to seeing him work with the next
wave of Blues prospects and developing
them into successful NHL players in St.
Louis.”

Konowalchuk, 51, spent last season
as an associate coach with the AHL’s
Colorado Eagles, where he helped lead
the team to a 40-25-7 regular-season
record and a Sth-place finish in the
Western Conference. The Salt Lake
City, Utah, native’s coaching career
began in Colorado where he served

Konowalchuk named new head
coach of Springfield Thunderbirds

two seasons as an assistant coach for
the Avalanche. Then, in 2011, he was
named head coach of the WHL’s Seattle
Thunderbirds and went on to spend six
seasons behind their bench. During his
tenure, he guided the Thunderbirds to
five postseason appearances, includ-
ing 2017 when they captured the Ed
Chynoweth Cup (WHL champion-
ship). Following his time in Seattle,
Konowalchuk served one season as an
assistant coach with the Anaheim Ducks
before spending two seasons as head
coach of the WHL’s Red Deer Rebels.

As a player, Konowalchuk was
drafted by the Washington Capitals
in 1991 and enjoyed a 14-year NHL
career. Overall, he dressed in 790
career NHL regular-season games,
including 693 with the Capitals. He
also represented the United States
in several international competi-
tions, including the 1996 World Cup
of Hockey, where he captured a gold
medal.

Read The Sun online at www.sun.turley.com



Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103

Docket No. HD24P1098GD
In the matter of:
Deqa Ali
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated
Person
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT OF
GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respond-
ent and all other interested
persons, a petition has been
filed by Careone Holyoke
of Holyoke, MA in the above
captioned matter alleging
that Deqa Ali is in need of
a Guardian and requesting
that Farhia Ali of Roxbury,
MA (or some other suit-
able person) be appointed as
Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the
court to determine that the
Respondent is incapacitat-
ed, that the appointment of
a Guardian is necessary, and
that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition
is on file with this court and
may contain a request for
certain specific authority.

You have the right to
object to this proceeding.
If you wish to do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance at this
court on or before 10:00
a.m. on the return date of
06/17/2024. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to
file the written appearance
if you object to the petition.
If you fail to file the writ-
ten appearance by the return
date, action may be taken in
this matter without further
notice to you. In addition to
filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must
file a written affidavit stating
the specific facts and grounds
of your objection within 30
days after the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this
proceeding may limit or
completely take away the
above-named person’s right
to make decisions about
personal affairs or financial
affairs or both. The above-
named person has the right
to ask for a lawyer. Anyone
may make this request on
behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a law-
yer, one may be appointed
at State expense.

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M. Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: May 17, 2024

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, June 5, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join
via Zoom.com; ID 853 1505
2277, CALL IN: *67 646 558
8656 or in person at Holyoke
Media 1 Court Plaza,
regarding the application for
a Transfer of an on prem-
ises Wine & Malt Beverage
License for D-Hotel &
Suites Inc. DBA D-Hotel &
Suites at 1 Country Club
Road pursuant to M.G.L.
Ch.138.
Applicant:
Michael Corduff
& Frank DiMarinis
License Board:
Anthony Luciano,
Chairman
05/24, 05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, June 5, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join
via Zoom.com; ID 853 1505
2277; CALL IN: *67 646 558
8656 or in person at Holyoke
Media 1 Court Plaza,
regarding the application for
a Transfer of an on prem-
ises All Alcohol License for
Delaney Restaurant Inc.
DBA Delaney House at 1
Country Club Road pursu-
ant to M.G.L. Ch.138.
Applicant:
Michael Corduff
& Frank DiMarinis
License Board:
Anthony Luciano,
Chairman
05/24, 05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, June 5, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join
via Zoom.com; ID 853 1505
2277; CALL IN: *67 646 558
8656 or in person at Holyoke
Media 1 Court Plaza,
regarding the application for
a “New All Alcohol Seasonal
On-premise License” for
Jibaritos Sports Club LLC,
252 Maple St., Holyoke pur-
suant to M.G.L. Ch.138.
Applicant:
Monica Velez
License Board:
Anthony Luciano,
Chairman
05/24, 05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The Holyoke License
Board will be hold-
ing a Public Hearing on
Wednesday, June 5, 2024,
at 5:15 pm. You can join

via Zoom.com; ID 853 1505
2277; CALL IN: *67 646 558
8656 or in person at Holyoke
Media 1 Court Plaza,
regarding the application for
a Transfer of an on prem-
ises All Alcohol License for
The Log Cabin Banquet &
Meeting Inc. DBA The Log
Cabin at 500 Easthampton
Road pursuant to M.G.L.
Ch.138.

Applicant:

Michael Corduff

& Frank DiMarinis

License Board:

Anthony Luciano,

Chairman
05/24, 05/31/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 748-8600
Docket No. HD24P1069EA
Estate of:
William G Lyons
Date of Death:

April 1, 2024
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested
in the above captioned estate,
by Petition of Petitioner
John W Lyons of Newbury,
NH

a Will has been admitted
to informal probate.

John W Lyons of
Newbury, NH has been
informally appointed as the
Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without
surety on the bond.

The estate is being admin-
istered under informal pro-
cedure by the Personal
Representative under the
Massachusetts Uniform
Probate Code without
supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts
are not required to be filed
with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to
notice regarding the admin-
istration from the Personal
Representative and can peti-
tion the Court in any matter
relating to the estate, includ-
ing distribution of assets and
expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to insti-
tute formal proceedings and
to obtain orders terminating
or restricting the powers of
Personal Representatives
appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the
Petition and Will, if any,
can be obtained from the
Petitioner.

05/31/2024

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PURCHASING
DEPARTMENT

INVITATION FOR BIDS
2024-54DPW

PLUMBING REPAIR

SERVICES (REBID)

SEALED BIDS ARE DUE
BY 2:00 PM ON 6/25/2024.

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $225,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

EMAIL SUBMISSIONS
WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED

The City of Holyoke is
seeking sealed bids for the
provision of plumbing repair
services as needs at twelve
municipal buildings.

Documents will be
available from the City of
Holyoke’s Purchasing Office,
536 Dwight Street, Room
3, Holyoke, MA 01040
beginning at 10:00AM on
Wednesday, May 29, 2024.
Bid documents may be
requested via email to sween
eye@holyoke.org or in per-
son at the City of Holyoke’s
Purchasing Office. The
deadline to submit bid pro-
posals is June 25, 2024, by
2:00PM, at which time all
bids received will be public-
ly opened in compliance with
Chapter 30B and the City of
Holyoke’s Ordinances. No
electronic Submissions will
be accepted.

THE CITY RESERVES
THE RIGHT TO REJECT
ANY AND ALL BIDS.
05/31/2024

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P0955EA
Estate of:
Paul F Ripa
Date of Death: 05/12/2010
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy
and Appointment of
Personal Representative has
been filed by Mark W Ripa
of Westfield, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a
formal Decree and Order
and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: Mark W Ripa of
Westfield, MA be appointed
as Personal Representative(s)
of said estate to serve
Without Surety on the bond
in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right
to obtain a copy of the
Petition from the Petitioner
or at the Court. You have a
right to object to this pro-
ceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a
written appearance and
objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 06/27/2024.
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which
you must file a written
appearance and objection
if you object to this pro-
ceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance

Public Notices ¢

and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections
within thirty (30) days of
the return day, action may
be taken without further
notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Represen-
tative appointed under
the MUPC in an unsuper-
vised administration is not
required to file an inven-
tory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons
interested in the estate are
entitled to notice regard-
ing the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may
petition the Court in any
matter relating to the
estate, including the distri-
bution of assets and expens-
es of administration

WITNESS, Hon.
Barbara M Hyland, First
Justice of this Court.

Date: May 29, 2024

Rosemary A Saccomani,

Register of Probate
05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement
536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
INVITATION TO BID
2024-55MB (REBID)

The CITY OF
HOLYOKE, the Awarding
Authority, invites sealed bids
from Contractors for the Roof
Renovations to City Hall
Annex, DPW and Children’s
Museum/Volleyball Hall of
Fame at Holyoke City Hall
Annex, DPW and Children’s
Museum/Volleyball Hall
of Fame in Holyoke,
Massachusetts, in accordance
with the documents prepared
by ARCHITECTURE EL,
INC. The Project consists of
but not limited to:

The Work of Project
is defined by the Contract
Documents and consists of
re-roofing three buildings for
the City of Holyoke:

1. City Hall Annex build-
ing, which includes approx.
8,000 sf. roof replacement,
masonry chimney repair,
partial stone and masonry
repointing. Demolition of
penthouse exterior stucco
skin. Re-skin penthouse with
metal wall panel system.
Removal of exist pyramid
style skylights and replaced
with new gable style glass
skylights in existing openings.
Limited site work includes
rain leader tie-in to existing
storm drain and pavement
patching and repair.

2. DPW building, which
includes approx. 5,000 sf of
partial roof to be replaced,
new drains with new loca-
tions, demolition of mason-
ry chimneys and new boiler
flue. Removal of one skylight

with new gable style placed in
existing opening.

3. Children’s Museum,
which includes approx.
14,000 sf. roof replacement
and adding overflow scup-
pers. Demolishing exterior
thin brick skin of cleresto-
ry. Re-skin clerestory with
metal wall panel system. The
work is estimated to cost
$3,425,000.00.

Bids are subject to M.G.L.
c.149 §44A-J &amp; CFR
200. Minimum wages/Davis
Bacon wage rates as required
by M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to 27H
and CFR. 200 inclusive.

THIS PROJECT IS
BEING ELECTRONICALLY
BID AND HARD COPY
BIDS WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED.

Please review the instruc-
tions in the bid documents
on how to register as an elec-
tronic bidder. All Bids shall
be submitted online at www.
biddocs.com and received no
later than the date and time
specified. General bidders
and file sub-bidders must
be certified by (DCAMM)
Filed Sub-Bid Categories
are the following categories
Masonry, Miscellaneous and
Ornamental Metals, Roofing
and Flashing, Glass and
Glazing, Painting, Plumbing,
HVAC, Electrical.

FILED SUB BIDS will
be received until June 12,
2024 @ 2:00PM and public-
ly opened online, forthwith
GC Bids will be received until
June 24, 2024 on 2:00PM
EDT and publicly opened
online, forthwith.

This project is funded with
Federal Funds. Respondents
will be verified for eligibili-
ty and must comply with all
Federal requirements includ-
ing Part 200. The city reserves
the right to reject any and all
bids. This is a rebid of IFB
2024-46MB
05/31/2024

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING
NOTICE

The Holyoke Board of
Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing on Tuesday, June
18, 2024, at 5:30 p.m., in the
City Hall Annex, Room 403,
Holyoke MA to hear the peti-
tion of Tony Taylor, who is
requesting an appeal from the
zoning officer determination
letter dated 04/02/2024, from
Section 2.0 refuse transfer sta-
tion, at property 618 South
Summer St (027-01-006).

A complete copy of the
application may be seen
in the Office of Planning &
Economic Development, 20
Korean Veterans Plaza, Rm
401, 8:30-4:30, M-F.

Applicant:
Tony Taylor
Board of Appeals:

Josh Knox

05/24, 05/31/2024

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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Classifieds
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES

A TURLEY PUBLICATION 1 www.turley.com

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

Call us at 413.283.8393

14 FOOT STEP LADDER; radial
arm table saw; hydraulic conduit bend-
ers; portable grinders 7” and 12”; wire
puller; assorted knock out punches.
413-658-8535, 413-967-5065.

VARI KENNELS, 32Lx22Wx23H,
$75 each. Pasture gate, 9x4, $50;
saddle racks, folding $30 each; kennel
fencing panels, call for more info/sizes.
508-867-9734.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance.
Central Boiler certified Classic Edge
Titanium HDX OUTDOOR WOOD
FURNACE. Call today 413-296-
4320.

FIREWOOD

BUNDLES - KILN DRIED
FIREWOOD
Only $5 per bundle! Pick up at
Kibbe’s Firewood
229 Somers Rd.,
Hampden, MA 01036.

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol-

umes guaranteed!! New England
Forest Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titani-
um Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit.
Call (508)882-0178

HAY FOR SALE

Round, Wrapped Hay Bales,
Worthington, MA. Call (413)478-
0178.

Buy, Sell & Trade
Video Games

Retro World

413-301-5020 M-S 11-7
187 Main St.
Indian Orchard, MA

ARA JUNK
FURNITURE
REMOVAL
Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs,
sheds, decks. Same day service.
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted.

Free estimates on phone.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want-
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware,
advertising, motorcycles, clothing. Call
Ken (413) 433-2195.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, Pot-
tery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, Games,
coins, sterling, Glassware, Silver-plat-
ed items, watches, Musical instru-
ments, typewriters, sewing machines,
tools, radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives, mil-
itary, automotive, fire department,
masonic, license plates, beer-cans,
barware, books, oil cans, advertising
tins,hunting, fishing, signs, and more
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT-
ED to buy. Looking to purchase
large quantities of old stone walls.
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone
(978)807-0746

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2**xxxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard
debris. Barns & sheds demolished.
Swimming pools removed. Cheap-
er than dumpster fees and we do all
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured.
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222-
8868.

CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish-
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class-
room instructor, 20+ years experience.
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti-
mate.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE-
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram-
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering,
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully
insured. Free estimates. (413)246-
2783 Ron.

HOME REPAIR & REMODELING
for all your interior & exterior needs.
Carpentry, woodworking, porches, pa-
tios, windows, doors, painting, drywall,
siding, landscaping, clean-outs. Com-
petitive pricing, references, licensed
and insured. Please call Brendan
(413) 687-5552

NAWROCKI HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Kitchens, bathrooms, replacement
windows & doors, roofing, siding,
decks, custom woodworking, drywall.
Full insured & registered 413-237-

2250 Mark

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

**ALL SEASON** Specializing in
shrub trimming, pruning, design, deliv-
eries, loader, backhoe, insured. Pro-
fessional. Please call Bob (413)537-
5789 (413)538-7954.

MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Serving Wilbraham & Ludlow
Weekly lawn care
Landscape design and installation
Hedge trimming, pruning, and
mulching
Now scheduling spring cleanup
For more services visit
mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975
Insured - Commercial - Residential

LAWN & GARDEN

A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Time to till
gardens, flower beds wherever. Be
safe grow your own. Call Bob 413-
626-1927.

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt
service call (508)867-2550

KEEP IT PAINTING - Klems ex-
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too.
Specializing in all aspects of quality
painting and staining. 25 years ex-
perience. Free consultation. Steve
(413)477-8217

DEADLINES: MONDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills
Circulation:
50,500

3
e
i'néd

R

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
z | 22 | 2 | 2 "
25 masgfics | 26 mespice| 27 asgfrics| 28 bl
29 Basg;‘fgg 30 Bas:;rfzg 31 Bas:;ri;g 32 Basg;zrfgg
3 Bimss | 34 B | 39 Betig| 36 B sa o
37 Betiess| 38 asgprcs| 39 szprce) 40 Baseprics
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard QVISA (1 Discover a Cash [ Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Residential
Circulation:

Suburban
59,000

10 o MAY 31,2024  The Holyoke Sun

PAVING

STANLEY AND SONS PAVING.
Driveways, parking lots, roadways,
third generation of quality. Fully in-
sured, free estimates, senior discount,
BBB accredited. Call Rich 413-246-
7999.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call
Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE
Let me save you money. Tree re-
moval, hazard tree removal, cordwood,
stump grinding. We're fully insured and
workmen’s comp. for your pro-
tection. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call
Jason (413)283-6374

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every-
thing from tree pruning, tree removal,
stump grinding, storm damage and
brush chipping. Honest and Depend-
able. Fully insured. Now offering a
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount.
Call today for free estimate (413)
478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases
of tree care. Call Dave 413-668-
6560 day/night.

TUNE-UPS

& REPAIR
A&M TUNE-UPS

Push Lawnmowers,

Riding Mowers and

Small Engine Repair.
Work done at your home.

FREE PICKUP OF
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT

Call Mike (413) 348-7967

STUMP
GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind-
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi-
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-

478-4212

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Post your
I job openings
- in our
Y classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!



CONS TRUC TION, from page 1

“What’s neat about this is that it
takes them out of the classroom and
into a real life site,” Garcia said.

Garcia hoped that this project
would allow students to see for them-
selves what a career in carpentry or
construction can look like.

He was also glad the students got
to go to the Veterans Home itself.

“What’s great about this particular
site is that it is a $400 plus million
project, it isn’t just building a house,”
Garcia said. “And the

er shortage in the field. Garcia and
McAuliffe hope that Dean students
can help to fill those gaps in the com-
munity.

“There’s not replacement level
employees available as the older
generation of tradesmen and women
retire, so the opportunity is there for
long term success for our students and
we want them to have access to those
good paying jobs with good benefits
that allows them to build long term
success,” McAuliffe said.

Next year, the students are going

to come back and tour

positive impact this is
going to have for our
veterans, kids will be
able to drive by and
say, ‘hey, I toured that
site and I was a part
of that.” Hopefully
that will inspire them
to want to go into the
career and continue to

“What’s neat
about this is that
it takes them
out of the classroom
and into a real life site,”

- Mayor Joshua Garcia

the area again in order
to see the progress
made on the site.
“It’s continu-
ing to cultivate their
learning path as they
try to understand
what their future is
going to be in this
field,” Garcia said.
The students

build more.”

Garcia and
McAuliffe both wanted the students to
feel inspired by this field trip.

“They get a chance to make con-
nections, particularly with the carpen-
ters union, and really to see the oppor-
tunities that exist within their trade of
carpentry,” McAuliffe said. “The more
we can make this real to them, the
better chance they have to get hooked
on their respective trades and the more
likely they are to take on opportunities
available to them.”

Of the trades offered at Dean,
a large portion are facing a work-

themselves enjoyed
the opportunity to go out and see con-
struction workers doing their jobs.

“We got to see what we’re going
to do in the future and how it’s done
and we also got to speak with the
actual carpenters that went through
what we’re going through right now,”
Student Kelvin Gautier said.

The opportunity was important,
and not even the only trip of this type
that Dean Tech offers its students.
These same carpentry students will get
to see the Peck Middle School site in
the next few weeks.

OP I OID, from page 1

Patti Divine said.

Currently the stabilization fund has
about $75,000 in it.

“$400,000 is already in and then
another $75,000 is the amount that was
replaced in stabilization,” Attorney Michael
Bissonnette said.

Initially the council was uncertain if
they could keep the existing stabilization
fund, but Bissonnette explained that they
did not need to dissolve it.

“Technically you could not dissolve
the stabilization fund and the council
would continue to control approval of that
expenditure of that amount of $74-76 thou-
sand,” he said. “The remainder of the fund,
which I've calculated to be $2.2 million
over 17 years, that’s going directly into the
fund by state law.”

Once this issue was clarified, the
council was then divided over what they
should do with the current funds in the
account, which is about $75,000.

Some councilors want to keep those
funds in the stabilization account so that
they can continue to have more overt con-
trol over how it is used.

“By taking the money out of this
stabilization fund and moving it into this
other dedicated fund, this other fund does
not require the vote of the city council
to expend, this is now going to take the
authority away from the city council as it
relates to these funds,” Councilor Kevin
Jourdain said.

Jourdain and others were hesitant to
give over control of the $75,000, they felt
it would be giving the mayor added power
over the funds, as the mayor would no

longer have to check in with the council
before spending the funds.

“I believe government works best
when there’s accountability and checks and
balances,” Jourdain said. “Theoretically if
you listen to these arguments you’d say,
‘why do we even have a city council? Why
do we even have a city budget? Just give
the mayor $150 million and you just do
what’s best and just show us where in the
checkbook you spent the money.”

However, others felt it was best to
transfer these funds over to the special rev-
enue fund.

“T would like to have control over the
stuff, I'm not saying that I wouldn’t have
that. But that’s just not my role right now,”
Councilor Israel Rivera said.

These councilors felt that it was not
necessary to keep the funds in the stabili-
zation fund. They argued that there would
be check-ins as to how the money would
be spent.

“We have an auditing department that
will be tracking all of this stuff, there are
procedures in place,” Rivera said.

Additionally councilors pointed out
that there are rules around how the Opioid
funds can be used, which the mayor would
be restricted by.

“There are reporting requirements for
cities, so I think there’s a lot of questions
that can be answered just looking at the
Opioid fund settlement and the rules from
the state,” Councilor Kocayne Givner said.
“I don’t believe there’s unfettered power
of the mayor to just do whatever he wants
with the funds because there are require-
ments of what can and cannot be done.”

The council voted to send this issue to
finance so that they could discuss it further.

CR UISE, from page 3

paddling experience. The water is mostly flat—we guide
folks around any really fast spots.”

CORRESPONDENT

charismatic animals such as bald eagles, beavers, or snap-
ping turtle,” adds Damon. “We hope you can come out
and join us!” In the past, participants paused paddling
to watch a pair of nesting bald eagles as they soared and
landed in a tall tree along the river. “Wow! Those eagles
were amazing—and so close up! It was my first time
down the Westfield, and I loved it,” recalled a previous
Cruise participant. “It was easier and a lot more fun than
I expected. I’'m a novice kayaker, so I really appreciated
the help we got in the trickier spots, although no one who
is experienced would call that water fast!”

For those who wished they could participate in the
Wildwater Races sponsored by the WRWA in March,
Damon suggested, “For anyone interested in building up
to the Wildwater Races this is a chance to expand your
knowledge and experience. There will be some experi-
enced paddlers participating in the Cruise and they will
likely be glad to share their knowledge of the river and
paddling in general.”

“People are amazed that the pollution is now gone
and the river is really clean. You don’t see any of the
commercial businesses near the river while paddling, just
birds, wildflowers, even beaver dams and animals native
to our area,” states Phil Sousa, who is a long-time mem-
ber of the river organization. He encourages paddlers to
“Come and meet new people. You’ll have a great time.
This cruise is suitable for people with at least a little

Participants need to bring their own canoe or kayak,
paddles and personal safety devices, as well as sunscreen
and drinking water. Organizers recommend that partic-
ipants have some experience paddling, given that river
conditions may be unpredictable. Children under 18
must be supervised by a parent or guardian. Children
under 14 must paddle in the same boat as an adult. Other
suggestions for what to bring include a picnic for a late
lunch once you reach Robinson State Park and snacks for
munching along the way.

An participation fee of $15.00 per person will help
cover shuttle service, insurance and light refreshments.
Registration begins at 9 a.m. in the municipal parking
lot off Meadow Street near the Great River Bridge in
Westfield. Participants will register, unload boats and
gear, drive their vehicles to Robinson State Park and
return by shuttle to the launch area. Staggered Cruise
departures will begin around 10:30 a.m.

Low or high water conditions or severe weather may
require cancellation of the event. If you plan to partic-
ipate and would like to receive a cancellation notice by
email the evening before the event, email markjdamon@
gmail.com and put the word “Notify” in the Subject line.
WRWA will also post the cancellation on its facebook
page and website, www.westfieldriver.org the evening
before. For more information about the Canoe and
Kayak Cruise, visit www.westfieldriver.org.

OPPORTUNITIES

Turley Publications seeks Experienced
Writers/Journalists to produce news and/
or feature stories of local interest for various
towns and cities.
o Must be dependable, professional and able to
meet strict deadlines
o Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Deanna Sloat
24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to dsloat@turley.com

Turle b

Pub||cat|ons Inc.
www.turley.com

Classifieds

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS

SERVING 50 LOCAL

COMMUNITIES

ASPHALT PAVING AND
MAINTENANCE INC OF
MONSON, MA IS HIRING!!

Office manager * Construction Payroll.
Highly organized *Detail Oriented
*Multitasking
*Excellent Communication
& Problem Solving .
Quickbooks/Excel/Outlook/Paychex

Full benefits,Send resume with
Salary Requirements to
info@apmipaving.com

CLEANING SERVICE WANT-
ED - Town of Huntington is seeking
quotations to clean 3 town buildings.
Interested parties may submit quo-
tations for the individual buildings, or
as a group. Quotations are due by
3:00 p.m. on June 13. Specifications
are available at www.huntingtonma.
us or by emailing admin@hunting-
tonma.us. Mail proposals to Se-
lectboard Office, PO Box 430,
Huntington, MA 01050 or email to
admin@huntingtonma.us.

CLASS A DRIVER. Triaxle dump
trailer work. Local deliveries, minimum
40 hours, rate based on experience.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT MECHAN-
IC. Construction equipment and
trucks. Experience required, full time.
RB Enterprises, Ludlow, MA.
413-583-8393.

Oakham Highway Dept. is hiring a
FULL-TIME EQUIPMENT
OPERATOR /
MECHANIC / LABORER.

Applicants must have a valid Mas-
sachusetts Driver’s License Class B
(CDL) with DOT Medical Examination
Certification and a Hoisting Engineer
License Class 4A, 2G with DOT Med-
ical Examination Certification. Hourly
rate of $24.72. For a full job description
visit www.oakham-ma.gov. Interested
applicants should submit their resume
and an employment application to
Town of Oakham Attn: Maribel
LaRange 2 Coldbrook Road,
Oakham Ma. 01068 or email it to
admin@oakham-ma.gov

Read your local
newspaper online at
www.newspapers.turley.com

MA LICENSED ELECTRICIAN.
Full or part-time position available at
established local electrical service
company. Competitive pay & benefits.
Call 978-852-8562.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

The Town of Huntington is
seekinga TOWN CLERK.

This is a salaried position for approx-
imately 18 hours per week. Applica-
tion and complete job description are
available online at www.hunting-
tonma.us or by emailing admin@
huntingtonma.us. Applications are
due by June 13, 2024.
Town of Huntington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer.

LAND FOR SALE

LOT 100A FOR SALE. Holland
Reservoir, small surveyed ROW wa-
terfront lot with dock and boat ramp.
508-868-6157.

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised
herein is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation, or
discrimination because of race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limitation, or dis-
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac-
cept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. All per-
sons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

All real estate advertlsmg in this
newspaper is subject to the Federal
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes
it illegal to advertise any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status (number of children and
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry,
age, marital status, or any intention to
make any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

The Holyoke Sun e MAY 31,2024 o 11




F OUN TAIN, from page 1

to fix up the park.

Norris’ work in restoring this park
and fountain, and her other work helping
the city of Holyoke is what inspired this
dedication ceremony.

“I want to give my sincerest grat-
itude to Mayor Pluta and Councilor
Jourdain that had reached out and said
we need to do this,” Mayor Joshua
Garcia said.

Jourdain and Pluta wanted to ensure
that Norris” work for the city of Holyoke
would not be forgotten.

“It just cried out that this recogni-
tion, this day needed to occur,” Jourdain
said. “And I'm just so thankful that so
many people came out today to give
her her just desserts and she more than
deserves this honor.”

Jourdain also made sure to acknowl-
edge Norris’ efforts in Holyoke’s acqui-
sition of the Holyoke dam. Without
Norris’ work, Holyoke would not have
been able to purchase the dam.

“She was the leader and she
deserves the credit,” Jourdain said. “This
is a woman who is extremely bright, does
the homework, gets the job done and

City Councilor Kevin Jourdain and Mayor Joshua Garcia and
Former Mayor and City Councilor Elaine Pluta presented
former City Councilor Helen Norris with a plaque to take
home.

produces results for the city of Holyoke.”

Norris’ family was honored by
this dedication ceremony. Her son, Tim
Norris, was proud that his mother was
receiving this recognition for her dedica-
tion to Holyoke.

“My mom is a Holyoker, a student
of Holyoke history both old and new,
she has always been a champion of the
oppressed and working class of this city,
giving them a voice at city hall, she has
given so much to this city as a city coun-
cilor, a nurse and for me as my mom,” he
said. “She is a true champion of the con-
stituents of ward three and is passionate
about the community and its people.”

Helen Norris herself was touched by
the dedication.

“I’'m in awe and humbled by it,” she
said. “It really is quite an honor, I was
only doing what I was elected to do.”

More than anything, Norris hopes
that Laurel Park remains the beautiful
place it is so that all can come to enjoy it.

“It is my wish and desire that
Laurel Park’s character be preserved
for the next 100 years so it continues
to provide hope and comforts for the
young and old in this working class
neighborhood,” she said.

Parks and Recreation
Director Tom Reynolds
welcomed everyone to the
dedication ceremony.

| \
Mayor Joshua Garcia

A plaque was put up at Laurel Park dedicating the fountain to

former City Councilor Helen Norris.

City Councilor David Bartley
was honored to be at the
ceremony for former City
Councilor Helen Norris.

Former Mayor and City
Councilor Elaine Pluta gave
her thanks to former City
Councilor Helen Norris for all
she has done for the city.

showed his gratitude for the
work of former City Councilor
Helen Norris.

Son of former City Councilor
Helen Norris, Tim Norris
shared his pride in his
mother.

Former City Councilor Helen Norris received a standing ovation from the gathered guests at

her dedication ceremony.

Turley photos by Quinn Suomala
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Mayor Joshua Garcia gave his
thanks to all who have fought to
protect the United States.
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Master of Ceremonies, Commission Chair Laddy Rua

welcomed everyone to Holyoke’s Memorial Day celebration.
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

State Representative Patricia
Duffy honored veterans and
announced some legislation in
the works from the state.

celebration.

2 £

Amazing Grace.

Romboletti

In her speech City Council
President Tessa Murphy-

demonstrated
her gratitude for the service
members of the United States.

The Caledonian Pipe Band led the procession for Holyoke’s Memorial Day

Holyoke High School’s Madrigal Choir performed the National Anthem and

— i | T
Reverend Bernard Smith from the

Bethlehem Baptist Community
Church gave the Benediction.
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and the Caledonian Pipe Band.

The American Legion Post 325
Honor Guard also posted the colors for
the ceremony.

Additionally, there was a table set
aside in order to honor all who are or
were prisoners of war or missing in
action.

Duffy took the time to highlight the
Heroes Act, which is a piece of legisla-
tion the state is working to pass.

“The Heroes Act is really going to
fortify a lot of the benefits, services and
resources we in Massachusetts provide
to our veterans, well deserved benefits,”
Duffy said. “As one of the chief archi-
tects and negotiators on that bill, under
Senator John Velis’ hand, I know it is
going to be a great piece of legislation.”

Duffy also acknowledged that this
year on June 6 it will be the 80 anniver-
sary of D-Day.

On top of this Sargent Brendan
Quinn was invited as a guest speaker to
the ceremony.

Quinn told the story of his great
uncle, Pharmacist’s Mate 2nd Class
Merle Hillman, whose remains were dis-
covered and identified this past year.

Hillman had been on the USS
California during the attack on Pearl
Harbor, and he was one of many killed
in the attack.

His family had been unable to give
him a proper burial until Jan. 27, 2024,
83 years after his death.

Quinn had been inspired by his
uncle to begin his own service, and he
was grateful that his uncle had finally
been returned to Holyoke soil.

“It was a huge honor to render a
salute to my uncle’s caskets as it was
brought down,” Quinn said. “I was very
happy to see Holyoke firefighters, police
officers and residents who were there
showing their respects to my uncle.”

This moment to honor Quinn’s
uncle, and the sacrifices he made for his
country, is why Memorial Day is such an
important holiday.



