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HOLYOKE – Charter 
reform is on the minds of 
many municipalities as they 
look to modernize rules, laws, 
forms of government and best 
practices.

Holyoke is no different 
and an order to modernize the 
municipal finances has been 
brought forward.

According to the city’s 
website, if the city council 
approves the various reforms 
to modernize city financ-
es, known as the Finance 
Modernization Act, it would 
achieve the following:

Modernized Functions
• Departments realigned 

to meet 21st century needs
• Key positions renamed 

and duties reassigned
• Address concerns raised 

in decades of independent 
audits

• Employ technology that 
will improve workflow

• Provide better service 
to constituents

Increased Efficiencies 
and Cost Savings

• Net loss of two unfilled 
positions

• Budget neutral in FY26
• Over $100,000 of cost 

savings in FY27
• Reduces reliance on 

contractors to perform basic 
functions

• Ensures timely year-
end closing and filing of all 
state and federal documents

Improved Accountability
• Provide additional over-

sight of the Mayor and finan-
cial departments

• Additional auditing 
of all City departments and 
functions

• Strengthen penalties 
for not following policies and 
procedures

• Build in more fraud 
protections

• Enhanced reporting to 
the Mayor, City Council, and 
general public

These changes com-

Leshligny Gonzalez sits with Easter Bunny.

Councilors 
looking to 
modernize
city’s 
finances

Proposed school budget would jump more than $6M
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – Despite 
many proposals to cut fund-
ing for education at the 
state and federal level, the 
Holyoke Public Schools are 
proposing a larger budget 
for FY2026.

Receiver/Superinten-
dent Anthony Soto present-
ed the School Committee 
with a spending package 
of  $135,763,625.  That 
would be a 5.3% increas-
ing from FY2025, which 
had an operating budget of 
$128,871,103.

Among the increas-
es are net school spending, 
which his proposed to rise 
by more than $6 million. 
There is also a more than 
$1.1 million rise in transpor-
tation costs that is pending.

The city’s minimum 
local contribution is only 
proposed to rise by about 
773,886 while the city is 
projecting an additional 
$5,572,990 in Chapter 70 
state education funding. 
That number is based on 
Gov. Maura Healey’s first 
budget proposal. That bud-
get has been submitted to 
the state legislature.

According to Soto’s 
proposal, the schools still 
need to make more than 
$1.5 million in cuts based 
on their current project 
expenses.

Among  t he  r i s i ng 
expenses are out of district 
tuition for students attend-
ing schools outside of the 
city, retirement benefits, 
charter tuition transporta-
tion, utility costs, and con-
tractual obligations for sala-

ries and benefits.
Soto did say the health 

insurance trust decreased by 
$440,000 helping things.

There are still more 
steps coming up with the 
budget process.

Soto and Mayor Joshua 
Garcia will have discus-
sions with the Finance and 
Operations Subcommittee 
and there will be a presenta-
tion to the Joint Committee 
of the Schools and City 
Council.

A public hearing on the 
budget will be held in early 
June and the city council 
has to vote whether or not to 
pass the budget in late June 
with the budget needing to 
be in place by the start of the 
next fiscal year on July 1.

At that point, the school 
district should be fully 
returned to local control 

according to the plan laid 
out by the city, with coop-
eration from the Department 
o f  E l e m e n t a r y  a n d 
Secondary Education. DESE 
has pledged to let Holyoke 
out receivership, which it 
was placed in back in 2015. 
The city had three receiver/
superintendents during the 
receivership.

Once the receivership 
has concluded, the school 
committee will return to 
full control of areas of the 
school district’s administra-
tion, including the approval 
of the school budget before 
it goes to the City Council.

It is not clear how cuts 
in federal funding could 
affect the school district 
going forward. The City 
Council has not weighed in 
on the steep increase to the 
budget yet.
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H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke Public Schools 
has scheduled Acceleration 
Academies for Monday, 
April 21 through Friday, 
April   25, designed to pro-
vide enriching learning 
experiences as well as math 
support for elementary, mid-
dle, and high school stu-
dents during April break. 

Acceleration Academies 
will follow this schedule:

Grades 3-5
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
• At Morgan School 

for  s tudents  who regu-
larly attend Morgan and 
Lawrence

• At Kelly School for 
s tudents  who regular ly 
attend Kelly, E.N. White, 
Donahue, and McMahon

Grades 6-8
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

• At STEM Academy 
for students who regularly 
attend Metcalf, Sullivan, and 
STEM Academy

Grades 9-12
8 a.m. to 12 noon 

• At HHS Dean Campus 
for students who regularly 
attend Dean Tech

Breakfasts and lunch-
es will be provided to par-
ticipants at all locations. 
Transportation is provided 
for students in grades 3-8 
within the district transpor-
tation guidelines. Students 
in grades 9-12 can access 
public buses operated by 
PVTA.  

Acceleration Academies 
scheduled during break

See ACADEMIES, page 6
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Boomer with Autumn and Noelle Goodale Fields. Isabella Ayala takes a pony ride. Aerie Silva paints some eggs.

The hunt is on. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The egg hunters are ready.

Jahred and Anioah take a “ride” in the fire truck.
Zoe Westbrook gets her face 
painted.

Weather doesn’t hamper EEaasstteerr  EEgggg  HHuunntt

HOLYOKE – Last 
Saturday, children came out 
to a rainy Heritage State 
Park for an Easter Egg Hunt. 
There were other activities 
available, and the Holyoke 
merry-go-round was open 
for rides. See page 10 for 
more photos.
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Games, 
mini-golf 
at HPL

HOLYOKE – The 
Holyoke Public Library 
will  host a miniature 
golf and game event on 
Saturday, April 12 from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
There will be human foos-
ball and other outdoor 
games, prizes at a lucky 
ticket auction, miniature 
golf taking place on every 
floor of the library, and 
much more. There is no 
cost for the event and all 
are welcome to attend.

◗  In The News

UCC to host Easter Egg Hunt 
Eggstravaganza on April 19

HOLYOKE – Spring 
is here again, and Easter 
is right around the cor-
ner. That means that the 
United Congregational 
Church of Holyoke’s sec-
ond annual Easter Egg Hunt 
Eggstravaganza is coming 
up soon as well. 

This year’s Eggstrava-
ganza will be held on 
Saturday, April 19 from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This free 
event will feature activities 
for the whole family, includ-
ing games, crafts, a scaven-
ger hunt, a cafe, and photos 
with the Easter bunny. All 

activities will take place at 
300 Appleton St., Holyoke. 

The United Congrega-
tional Church of Holyoke 
is an Open and Affirming 
congregation of the United 
Church of Christ. We wel-
come all individuals, regard-
less of where they are on 
their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website 
at www.uccholyoke.org, 
find us on Facebook or 
Instagram, or call our office 
at 413-532-1483 Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  

Mother turns loss into opioid awareness, receives MiraVista award
HOLYOKE – Cheryl A. 

Juaire, who lost two sons to 
opioid overdoses, will be hon-
ored as the first recipient in 
2025 of MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center’s You-Have-Our 
AdMIRAtion Award for her 
work to connect parents with 
similar losses and highlight 
the impact of substance use 
disorder on both families and 
communities. 

The efforts of the Eastern 
Massachusetts mother include 
a new specialty license plate 
with the words “Overdose 
Awareness” and the logo of 
her nonprofit, Team Sharing 
Inc.

“Through nothing less 
than a Herculean effort, 
Cheryl has turned her grief 
into action,” said Kimberley 
Lee, MiraVista Chief of 
Crea t ive  S t r a t egy  and 
Development. “Her advocacy 
work aligns with MiraVista’s 
commitment to provide both 
treatment for individuals with 
a substance use disorder as 
well as understanding of the 

disorder as a medical condi-
tion so communities will sup-
port and not judge individuals 
in need of treatment.”

The plate’s debut expect-
ed by summer comes after 
Team Sharing secured a 
grant last year to help cover 
the $40 pre-order fee and that 
brought in more than the 750 
pre-orders the state Registry 
of Motor Vehicles requires to 
begin production of a specialty 
plate. A portion of the fee ben-
efits the nonprofit.

“We hope it will save 
lives,” said Juaire who sees the 
specialty plate as a confirma-
tion that the lives “mattered” 
of all those lost to a drug over-
dose. 

Drug overdoses are a 
leading cause of injury death 
among adults in this country 
with most recent data showing 
107,941 overdose deaths in 
2022 or more than 32 deaths 
per 100,000 compared to 8.9 
deaths per 100,000 people in 
2003. More than three-quar-
ters of these overall deaths 

involve an opioid.
Juaire’s vision for the spe-

cialty plate was shared by her 
son, Sean Merrill, who over-
dosed three months after his 
43rd birthday on March 15, 
2021. The two had discussed 
the specialty plate earlier in 
the year as a birthday present 
and Juaire remained commit-
ted to securing through her 
nonprofit established in 2017 
enough pre-orders for it to be 
produced.

She sees the plate pro-
moting overdose awareness as 
“educational.” 

“We are hoping it will 
strike up a conversation 
because anyone who has 
a plate has been affected or 
knows someone who has been 
affected,” Juaire said. “We 
hope to be able to share infor-
mation, resources, support. We 
hope that it will end the stig-
ma, and I hope everyone in 
Massachusetts will have one 
on their vehicles.”

It was her younger son 
Corey Merrill’s death in 2011 

that led Juaire to understand 
that more than “tough love” is 
needed for recovery and that 
relapse with substance use 
disorder is not uncommon. 
It also led her to found Team 
Sharing, described on its web-
site for those “who have expe-
rienced the loss of their child 
through substance passing,” so 
no parent, as she initially did, 
will find themselves alone in 
this situation.

“Back in the early 2000’s 
when Corey was using, I was 
completely unaware of the dis-
ease of addiction and thought 
Corey was just being a rebel-
lious teenager trying drugs, 
as many of us did in school,” 
Juaire said. “He died alone in 
a halfway house because he 
couldn’t  just  stop. And so, I 
was forced to learn about the 
disease, and I had to learn to 
forgive myself for knowing 
now what I didn’t know then.”

She said her older son 
Sean “spiraled downhill” after 
his brother Corey’s death but 
then “found recovery and did 

great for about five years.”
“Unfortunately,  he never 

dealt with the pain of using 
with/losing his brother,” Juaire 
said. “His guilt was that he 
was the older brother and 
should have taken care of his 
younger one.”

She said completing the 
“mission” of a specialty plate 
gives her comfort.

“I made it my mission 
that I was going to do this for 
Sean,” Juaire said. “It took 
me 3 1/2 years to complete this 
goal but he never did say for 
which birthday.  This March 
15, his heavenly birthday, I 
am going to celebrate and say: 
‘We did it, Sean!’ And now 
my heart can rest.”

For more information on 
the specialty plate, contact 
Juaire at cheryl@teamsharing-
inc.org. To order when issued 
visit: https://www.mass.gov/
how-to/order-a-special-li-
cense-plate-to-support-a-fa-
vorite-cause.

MiraVista Behavioral 
Health Center, which treats 

mental and behavioral health 
conditions in adults and chil-
dren 13 through 17, created 
its admiration award to honor 
organizations and individuals 
that help foster connectedness 
within communities.

Previous recipients of 
the award include William 
N. DeBerry Elementary 
School in Springfield; Sober 
Chef owner Chris Bland and 
Hubbard Memorial Library in 
Ludlow.

Interested in suggesting 
an organization or individu-
al for the award? Write up a 
short description of why they 
should be recognized, include 
your phone contact, and 
contact information for the 
nominee and email the nom-
ination to Kim Lee at klee@
miravistabhc.care.

For more information on 
MiraVista, visit: https://www.
miravistabhc.care/.  For more 
statistical information on 
drug overdoses visit: https://
www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/
drug-overdoses.htm.

TAC accepting applications
H O LY O K E  –   T h e 

City of Holyoke’s Tourism 
Advisory Committee (TAC), 
under the direction of the 
City’s Office of Planning 
and Economic Development 
in collaboration with the 
Local Cultural Council, has 
available funds designat-
ed from the Mass Gaming 
Mitigation Funds to support 
events related to tourism in 
the City of Holyoke. 

The Tourism Advisory 
Commit tee  (TAC) sup-
ports projects that demon-
strate a clear public bene-
fit to Holyoke. These funds 
can be used for event costs 
including talent booking, 
space rental, event level 

sponsorship and general 
costs associated with event 
planning. Funding will be 
made available to the wid-
est range of community 
tourism needs possible. Up 
to $2,000 per event can be 
requested through the appli-
cation. 

Requests will be con-
sidered for events between 
June 2025 and July 2026. 

Vi s i t  t h e  To u r i s m 
Advisory Committee (TAC) 
page on holyoke.org for a 
link to the application form 
and guidelines.

Applications will open 
April 2 and close on May 2. 

Awards to be announced 
by the end June 2025. 

30-Day Closing Guarantee

Fix a portion of your balance
anytime—even after opening!

Maximize the FULL value of
your home—close by June 30,
2025, and save up to $550 on
appraisal costs (applies to
SmartLOC Equity Loans only.)*

With Our Unique HELOC!* 
Unlock Flexibility 

www.lusofederal.com
844-LUSO-FCU
NMLS #255907

DISCOVER
WITH LUSO’S SMARTLOC HELOC*

For the first 3 months, then

For the life of the loan

*Limited time offer. Restrictions Apply.
**Prime Rate: 7.50%. Ceiling not to exceed 18.00%; floor not
to fall below 5.99%. Available on owner-occupied loans with
80% loan-to-value. Minimum draw required. Offer excludes
existing LUSO HELOCs. Rates subject to change without
notice.   

*Restrictions Apply. 

Library 
dominoes 
club meets
weekly

HOLYOKE – Love 
the strategic game of 
dominoes? Come play 
it at the Holyoke Public 
Library from 5 to 7 p.m. 
every Monday. The week-
ly games will be held in 
the first-floor board room. 

For more information, 
call Abbey at 413-420-
8101 or email abueding-
er@holyokelibrary.org. 
The event is geared toward 
adults.
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Medicare program set 
for Monday morning

HOLYOKE – This 
Monday, April 14 at the 
Holyoke Public Library, 
come  for a free Medicare 
101 workshop to learn the 
essentials of Medicare, 
including:

• When and how to 
enroll – Understanding 
Medicare enrollment peri-
ods.

• Coverage options – 
Exploring Medicare Parts 
A, B, C, and D and what 
each covers.

• Choosing the right 
plan – Finding a plan that 

fits your healthcare needs.
• Eligibility under 65 

– Options for those who 
qualify due to specific 
health conditions.

• Medicare Savings 
Program – A little-known 
program that may help 
reduce costs.

D o n ’ t  m i s s  t h i s 
opportunity to gain clari-
ty on Medicare and make 
informed decisions about 
your healthcare. 

For registration, please 
call 413-420-8101 or email  
library@holyoke.org.

‘Prison Reimagined’ comes to Wistariahurst
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst welcomes an 
exhibit of artwork and writ-
ing by incarcerated artists 
critiquing the US Justice 
System. Prison Reimagined 
features a series of portraits 
of U.S. presidents and writ-
ing pieces that touch on peo-
ple’s experiences within the 
prison system.

The project was orga-
nized  by  Cura tor  and 
Artistic Director, Cadell 
“Monty” Kivett from inside 
a correctional facility in 

North Carolina. About the 
project’s inception, Cadell 
states, “...I had an improb-
able idea: Let’s have incar-
cerated artists draw portraits 
of our presidents, then invite 
those subjects to see what 
we had drawn. This, I knew, 
if staged in proper context 
would make for powerful 
commentary on mass incar-
ceration and criminal pun-
ishment in America.” Since 
the project’s inception in 
2021, Prison Reimagined 
has grown to an exhibition 

featuring 23 written and 23 
visual works. As the project 
expanded, Project Manager 
Janie Ritter and Outreach 
Coordinator Haley Bryant 
joined the team, helping 
push it forward.

The exhibition has trav-
eled to several locations, 
and Wistariahurst is proud to 
be the next venue to show-
case Prison Reimagined. 
The exhibit will be on view 
in Wistariahurst’s Great 
Hall, expanding the area 
of the museum where art 

installations are shown, and 
serving as the first installa-
tion visitors will see when 
they enter. 

An opening reception 
will be held Tuesday, April 
15  from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
The opening reception is 
free and open to the pub-
lic, and online registration 
is encouraged. Additional 
events relative to the exhibit 
are to be announced. Come 
and engage with this pow-
erful, unique exhibit of art-
work.

 In The News ◗

Easter Bunny is hopping to Holyoke Mall
HOLYOKE – Spring is 

on its way and Holyoke Mall 
is egg-cited to kick off the 
season with visits and pho-
tos from the Easter Bunny 
once again this year. Mr. 
Cottontail has arrived at the 
Holyoke Mall.  

Reservations are now 
open so reserve your time 
slot at www.whereisbunny.
com. Guests who pre-book 
will receive a reservation 
gift.  

The Easter Bunny can 
be found in his spring gar-
den in Honor Court, on the 
lower level near Hobby 
Lobby, for greetings and 

pictures.    The Bunny’s 
Gazebo will be open: 

• Monday to Friday: 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. 

• Saturday: 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m.

• Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

Children of 
all ages love vis-
iting the Easter 
Bunny,  so get 
dressed in your 
Easter best and 
b r i n g  t h e 
whole fami-
ly to capture 
that perfect 
moment. 

Watercolor Artist Gretchen Holesovsky 
to host meet at the ARTery April 26

HOLYOKE – Art lov-
ers and aspiring creatives 
are invited to a special Artist 
Meet & Greet with celebrat-
ed watercolorist Gretchen 
Holesovsky on Saturday, 
April 26 at the ARTery, 
located at 289 High Street in 
Holyoke. 

A self-taught artist, 
Holesovsky has been paint-
ing and drawing since child-
hood. In her twenties, she 
discovered her passion for 
watercolor, a medium that 
has since defined much of her 
career. Over the years, she has 
exhibited her work national-

ly, earned numerous awards, 
and gained membership in 
several prestigious watercolor 
societies. Her work has been 
published in Splash 10, a col-
lection showcasing the best in 
contemporary watercolor art.

Now retired, Holesovsky 
has expanded her artistic pur-
suits to include multimedia, 
acrylic, and rock painting. 
This event offers a unique 
opportunity to hear about her 
journey, creative inspirations, 
and evolving artistic prac-
tice. Attendees will have the 
chance to connect with the 
artist, discuss her work, and 

explore the vibrant arts com-
munity in Holyoke.

“We’re thrilled to wel-
come Gretchen to the ARTery 
for this special event,” said 
gallery manager Rachel 
Rushing. “Her talent and 
dedication to the arts are 
truly inspiring, and this meet 
& greet will be a fantastic 
opportunity for the communi-
ty to engage with her and her 
work.” 

Don’t miss this chance to 
meet a renowned local artist 
and celebrate creativity. For 
more information, visit www.
holyokeart.com.

Tax overrides analyzed in library presentation
HOLYOKE – Join the 

Holyoke Public Library 
on April 14 at 5 p.m. as 
UMass professor Kathryn 
McDermott  and Willow 
Kwak explore the 1991 
tax override votes, part 
of a tumultuous period in 

Holyoke politics. McDermott 
and Kwak conclude that the 
repeated, unsuccessful efforts 
to pass a Proposition 2 1/2 
override for the schools were 
a turning point in the rela-
tionship between Holyoke 
and the state, which eventu-

ally led to more state funds 
for Holyoke and other cities, 
but also to school receiver-
ship. This is the first time 
McDermott has presented her 
research to a Holyoke audi-
ence.   Free and open to the 
public.

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!

onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
April 11th

Ireland 
the Band

Saturday, 
April 12th

Dee
Reilly

Friday, 
April 18th

The 
Corner Boys

Saturday, 
April 19th

The 
Healys

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

SHOWCASE

SOUTH HADLEY

April 26 & 27
www.SOUTHHADLEYARTS.orgwww.SOUTHHADLEYARTS.org

2 Days of Music, 
C E L E B R A T I N G  L O C A LArts & Culture

RUTHIE FOSTER

AISHA BURNS

MADISON CURBELO

LINDSEY LABELLE

FLAVAEVOLUTION

TAPROOTS

CRAZY ON YOU

COTTONWOOD

KEVIN SHARPE GROUP

WAYFARING SOUL

SOUTH HADLEY CHORALE

GRUMPYTIME CLUB BAND

SPRINGFIELD SYMPHONY CHAMBER ENSEMBLE

INCLUDING

GOSPEL BRUNCH - MORNING YOGA - FAMILY ACTIVITIES
MHC MUSIC, THEATER & DANCE - CRAFT & BUSINESS FAIR

WILDLIFE ON WHEELS - HOMESLICE PUPPETRY
INSTRUMENT PETTING ZOO - CANAL HISTORY TOUR

AND MORE!
People’s Bank
Greenfield Cooperative Bank
Gerry’s Music Shop
SHELD/Fiberspring

Thank You
to our

Sponsors!

Thank You
to our

Sponsors!

‘25 GRAMMY

WINNER
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H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke Parks & Recreation 
Department is offering a 
lifeguard Red Cross certifi-
cation training course at the 
Holyoke Boys and Girls Club 
(70 Nick Cosmos Way). The 
session will take place May 
3, 4 and 18. Participants need 
to attend all three classes. 
Applicants must be 16 years 
of age. Strong swimmers 
are encouraged to apply.  
Participants must pass a 
pre-skills test at the start of 
class.  $175.00 for Holyoke 
residents and $275.00 for 
non-residents. 

A  l i f e g u a r d 

Re-Certification Class will 
also be offered on May 18.  
The class will run from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Holyoke 
Boys and Girls Club (70 
Nick Cosmos Way).  Update 
your skills while also extend-
ing your certification for 
another two years. The cost 
is $125 for Holyoke residents 
and $225 for non-residents. 

P l e a s e  r e g i s t e r  a t 
the Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department, 413-
322-5620.

Participants must regis-
ter and be paid in full before 
attending the class.  Limited 
space available.

HOLYOKE – I t’s  a 
new month, which means 
it’s almost time for United 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke’s Community Meal. 
April’s meal will feature spa-
ghetti, meatballs, sausage, 
salad and rolls and will be 
served on April 11 at 5 p.m. 
Dinner will be followed by a 
family movie at 6 p.m. 

The Community Meal is 
hosted on the second Friday 
evening of each month at 
the church at 300 Appleton 
Street. All Are Welcome to 
attend, and the meal is com-
pletely free of charge. The 
menu changes monthly; past 
meals have featured lasagna, 

Thanksgiving dinner, break-
fast for dinner, steak sand-
wiches, and more. Parents 
must accompany their chil-
dren. 

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individuals, 
regardless of where they are 
on their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website at 
www.uccholyoke.org, find us 
on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  

UCCH serving up spaghetti 
and meatballs on April 11

Lifeguard training available

•

Win a trip to Rome and 
help Harmony House 

C H I C O P E E  - 
Harmony House of Western 
Massachusetts, the home 
hospice patients, is sponsor-
ing a raffle to win an all-in-
clusive trip for two to Rome 
and the Amalfi Coast from 
Oct. 23 to Nov. 2. Traveling 
with a small group and a pri-
vate guide, the trip includes 
five nights in Maiori on the 
Amalfi Coast and four nights 
in Rome, all transportation, 
hotel stays, daily meals, 
and beverages.  This Italian 
sojourn is valued at over 
$9,000. The trip is sponsored 
by Figaro Ristorante, Italian 

Exclusive Vacations, and the 
Guiseppe Polimeni Group.  

Ti c k e t s  a r e  $ 1 0 0 
each and can be obtained 
by emailing Lisa Potito at 
admin@harmonyhousew-
ma.org, or via Venmo. The 
drawing will be held on June 
6 aand the lucky winner will 
be contacted.

If interested in learn-
ing more or becoming a 
volunteer, please complete 
the online volunteer applica-
tion form at www.harmony-
housewma.org/volunteer-1 
or email us at admin@har-
monyhousewma.org.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I will be 66 ½ in June 

and would like to discuss 
when would be the best 
time for me to start taking 
my social security benefits. 

I am still employed full 
time and don’t want to be 
penalized because of that. 
Please let me know what 
I need to do to set up an 
appointment with you. I got 
your information from the 
AMAC website and I look 
forward to hearing from 
you. 

Signed: 
Ready to Claim 

 
Dear Ready: 

You can certainly call 
us on 1-888-750-2622 
during normal EST busi-
ness hours for a personal 
conversation. 

But to facilitate that 
conversation, be aware that 
deciding when to claim 
your Social Security ben-
efit normally depends on 
just a few factors, includ-
ing your financial need, 
your health and expected 
longevity, and your mari-
tal status. A few things to 
be aware of: Born in 1958, 
your “Full Retirement 
Age” is age 66 years and 
8 months. If you were born 
in October 1958, you will 
reach you FRA in June 
2025, and that is the point 
you can get 100% of the 
SS benefit you’ve earned 
from a lifetime of working.

O n c e  y o u  r e a c h 
your FRA in June, Social 
Security’s “annual earnings 
test” no longer applies. 
Thus, you can continue 
working after you start 
your SS benefits and your 
earnings will not negatively 
affect your monthly ben-
efit amount. If you claim 
any earlier than your FRA, 
you will get a smaller ben-
efit and also be subject to 
Social Security’s annu-
al earnings test (which 
for you this year - your 
FRA year - is $62,160, or 
$5,180/month after you 
start your SS benefits). If 
you decide to claim before 
your FRA, your benefit 
will be reduced by .556% 
for each month early (a 
permanent reduction). 

You can also wait 
beyond your  FRA to 
claim and earn Delayed 
Retirement Credits (DRCs) 
at the rate of .667% per 
month (8% per year of 
delay), in order to get an 
even higher benefit later. 
If financially feasible, you 
can delay up to the age 
of 70 when your monthly 
benefit will reach max-

imum - about 27% more 
than it will be in June of 
this year.  

0-If you are single and 
will not be eligible for a 
spousal benefit, then you 
should make your claim-
ing decision based only on 
your own needs. If, how-
ever, you are married and 
your spouse’s FRA bene-
fit is more than twice your 
FRA amount, you may 
be entitled to a “spousal 
boost” (a supplemental 
amount added to your own 
SS benefit).

Your life expectancy 
should be considered when 
deciding when to claim 
your SS retirement bene-
fits. If you expect to enjoy 
at least “average” longev-
ity (about 87 for a woman 
your current age), then you 
might also consider delay-
ing your claim (if finan-
cially feasible) and that is 
often a prudent choice. If 
you don’t expect to achieve 
a long life, or if you need 
the money sooner, or if 
you are entitled to spousal 
benefits, then claiming at 
your FRA of 66 years and 
8 months is likely your best 
option.  

In the end, only you 
can decide when you 
should claim your Social 
Security, but we’re always 
here to answer any addi-
tional questions you may 
have. You can feel free to 
call us at any time (1-888-
750-2622) during normal 
EST business hours to dis-
cuss your options directly 
with one of our certified 
Social Security advisors. 
Or you can also ask any 
additional questions via 
email, which we will be 
most happy to respond to 
promptly. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

When is the best time for me 
to claim Social Security?
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◗  Opinion

A Brimfield resident 
makes regular trips 
to ponds to look for 

waterfowl often in Warren. 
On March 19 he saw five 

Canada geese, six mallards 
(three pairs), three American 
black ducks, six green-
winged teal (three pairs) and 
one male, hooded mergan-
ser at a pond on New Reed 
Street.

The green-winged teal is 
the smallest dabbling duck in 
North America. The male has 
a cinnamon colored head and 
grayish body with a green 
crescent from the eye to the 
back of the head. The male 
has a vertical white strip that 
extends from the water line 
to its shoulder. The female 
is brown. Both sexes have 

green wing patches, which 
are visible in flight. They 
also have a yellowish stripe 
along the tail.

They have a blocky 
body, large head and short 
bill. They are between 12 and 
15 inches in length. There 
tail is high out of the water.  

Spring time is a great 
t ime to look for green 
winged teal. They often land 
in shallow wetlands and are 
sometimes seen foraging in 
puddles of water on agricul-
tural fields. They feed on 
shallow bodies of water on 
vegetation. They breed in 
dense vegetation along river 
deltas. 

The oldest know green-
winged teal was at least 20 
years and three months. 

A female, she was banded 
in Oklahoma in 1941 and 
recovered by a hunter in 
Missouri in 1960.

Great blue heron
The Brimfield resi-

dent said in an email dated 
March 19, “I visited two 
ponds in Warren yesterday 
and saw great blue her-
ons for the second time this 
spring. However this time, 
they were at the pond where 
great blue herons have had 
nest for a couple of years and 
an osprey was back. Both 
sightings were at the pond 
on South Street.” Other birds 
seen at the pond included one 
ring-billed gull, three rock 

Just when you think 
you are done 
p l a n n i n g 

your garden you 
come across 
something else 
to grow.  What 
did it for me 
was a trip to 
the Dollar Store 
where I found 
the seed packs 
priced at four for 
$1.25. What a deal!  

While I wouldn’t spend 
$3.99 for a package of egg-
plant seeds, I could shell out 
approximately 32 cents, and 
if I end up with a half dozen 
fruit it would be worth the 
investment.  

We grow eggplant at 
Old Sturbridge Village, but 
it is the ornamental type, 
the kind that looks seri-
ously like pure white eggs 
hanging from a fuzzy gray-
green plant! I plan to grow 
“Black Beauty,” the variety 
that holds promise of parme-
san grinders and saucy pasta 
dishes.  

It’s been a few years 
since I have grown eggplant. 
I stopped growing it because 
I never seemed to pick it at 
the right time – either it was 
too early or too late. 

So, why don’t we learn 
together how to grow egg-

plant successfully and har-
vest it correctly? 

Eggplant is a member of 
the Solanaceae family, mak-
ing it cousins with tomatoes 
and peppers. Like its rela-
tives, eggplant seeds need 
to be started indoors, eight 
to 10 weeks prior to the last 
frost.

By sowing the seed 
yesterday, I just sneak in to 
the eight week mark. If the 
thought of growing eggplant 
excites you, don’t let the 
calendar dissuade you. Any 
head start is still a head start!  

The seeds like a warm-
er germination temperature, 
with some experts calling for 
80 degrees!  When the seed-
lings show their first set of 
true leaves, transplant them 
out of the seed pack and into 
six packs. A grow on tem-
perature of 72 degrees cou-

pled with supplemental light 
will produce nice, 

stocky seedlings. 
Ano the r 

t r i c k  t o 
stocky seed-

l i n g s  i s 
the brush 
m e t h -

od. A cou-
ple of times a day 
run the top of your 

hand gently over the 
seedlings. Depending 

on how quickly they grow, 
another transplanting maybe 
necessary, this time into a 
four-inch pot.  

Be careful not to disturb 
the roots too much; while 
tomatoes and peppers don’t 
seem to mind transplanting, 
eggplant can be stunted a bit, 
so tackle this task tenderly.

About mid-May preheat 
your garden space in prepa-
ration for planting out the 
seedling. I lay down black 
plastic for peppers and will 
also use it for my eggplant 
transplants. 

After the plants have 
been hardened off for a week 
or so by gradual exposure 
to the elements, it’s time to 
get them in the ground. I cut 
“Xs” in the plastic about 18” 
apart, and mix some com-

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

per plans to print stories about contested races for 
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Garden tool
  5. A way to preserve
 11. Gratitude
 14. Domestic sheep
 15. Simpler
 18. Cavities containing 

liquid
 19. Large fish-eating 

bird
 21. Ocular protection 

index 
 23. Phil __, former 

CIA
 24. Icelandic poems
 28. Pop
 29. Device
 30. Actor Rudd
 32. A pituitary 

hormone
 33. Focus on an object
 35. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 36. Young women’s 

association

 39. Not shallow
 41. Doctor
 42. Furniture
 44. Hindu male 

religious teacher
 46. Highly spiced stew
 47. A way to 

communicate
 49. Almost last
 52. Astronomer Carl
 56. Small horses
 58. A slender tower 

with balconies
 60. A disrespectful 

quality
 62. Fully shaded inner 

regions
 63. Short convulsive 

intake of breath

CLUES DOWN
  1. Popular Sunday 

dinner option
  2. Oil cartel
  3. Agile

  4. Greek goddess of 
discord

  5. Genetically distinct 
variety

  6. Indicates badly
  7. Popular Mr. T 

character
  8. Consumed
  9. Chinese dynasty
 10. NFL great Randy
 12. Within
 13. Palm trees
 16. Fungal disease
 17. Tall, slender-

leaved plants
 20. Affirmative! (slang)
 22. A passport is one
 25. Two outs in 

baseball (abbr.)
 26. Swiss river
 27. Deferential
 29. Where a bachelor 

lives
 31. Portable computer 

screen material

 34. A crying noise of 
a bird

 36. Sticky, 
amorphous 
substance

 37. Starchy dish of 
dried tubers

 38. Type of acid
 40. Partner to “Ma”
 43. 16 ounces
 45. The Bay State
 48. A well-defined 

track or path
 50. Substitution
 51. Defined period
 53. Group of toughs
 54. Region
 55. Famed Scottish 

Loch
 57. Blood relation
 58. Not around
 59. Recipe 

measurement
 61. Father to Junior

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

pigeon, one blue jay and six 
red-winged blackbirds.               

Last year, there were 
four heron nests, however 
one nest fell down during the 
winter. There were two  birds 
standing in one of the nests 
for a time before one of the 
birds flew to a nearby tree.

Osprey
The Brimfield resident 

said an osprey nest has been 
at this location in Warren 
since 2020 and nine young 
have successfully fledged. 
here. An adult just arrived in 
the last day or so. The bird 
flew to the nest carrying a 
branch and then moved to the 
bottom of the nest, tilted for-
ward and then began scratch-

ing at the bottom of the nest. 
He took a picture of this 
osprey scratching. He said, 
“In a picture I took, debris 
can be seen flying over the 
edge of the nest. A behavior 
I have never seen before – 
interesting.” 

Worm stealing blue jay
An Oakham resident 

through his kitchen window 
an American Robin extract 
a worm from the ground.   
He said, “At that moment, a 
blue jay landed scaring  off 
the robin and stealing the 
worm.” He watched the blue 
jay flit closer and closer in 
the shrubbery and swoop 
in when the next worm was 
extracted by a robin. He 
said, “I did a quick check of 
the literature - nothing like 

this observed before.   Jays, 
crows, ravens and  mag-
pies (Corvidae family) are 
renowned for their instinctual 
‘intelligence’ and thievery.”

Sandhill cranes
I have not seen the sand-

hill cranes in my field late-
ly. I did here then early in 
the morning last week when 
I put my trash bin out. My 
neighbor said she heard them 
in the morning as well.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, Barre, 
MA 01005.

post into the soil under each 
X. The seedlings are then 
installed just slightly lower 
into the soil than where 
they were growing in the 
pot.  

If you can cover them 
with a floating row cover 
to help modulate the heat 
and keep flea beetles and 
Colorado potato beetles at 
bay, all the better.  

I read that northern 

gardeners can expect to get 
four to six fruit per plant. 
Folks with a longer growing 
season can sometimes gain 
12 to 15!  

Once the fruit appear 
glossy, they can be picked, 
even before they reach their 
full size. If you wait until 
the skin is dull, the fruits 
are seedy and not at their 
prime any longer.  

I am excited to see if 
my 32 cent investment will 
be fruitful. Fingers crossed!

R o b e r t a  M c Q u a i d 
g r a d u a t e d  f ro m  t h e 
S t o c k b r i d g e  S c h o o l 
o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  a t 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f 
Massachusetts.  For 33 
years she has held the posi-
tion of staff horticulturist 
at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it 
to pouimette@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” 
in the subject line.  

HCC enrolling for free clean 
energy jobs training program

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Community College is now 
enrolling students for a free, 
four-week program to train 
workers for jobs in the clean 
energy sector.  

T h e  G r e e n 
Construction, Electricity 
and Clean Energy Systems 
program runs from July 7 
through August 1, Mondays 
through Fridays, 8 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Classes meet 
both at  Dean Technical 
High School and at Holyoke 
Community College. 

During 80 hours of 
hands-on training, students 
will earn their OSHA 10 
safety credentials while 
learning the basics of green 
const ruct ion,  hand and 
power tool use, and electri-
cal concepts and circuitry, 
and learning how these skills 
are applied in solar photo-
voltaic installation and elec-
trical vehicle charging sta-
tions.

Students who complete 
the program will be eligible 
for work in construction, can 
apply for a paid electrician 
apprenticeship program, or 
enroll in further training as a 

clean energy technician.
The program also cov-

ers energy efficient materials 
and design, measurements 
and diagrams, basic framing, 
wall installation and mainte-
nance, foundation construc-
tion and pouring, workplace 
safety, and job readiness.

It is funded through a 
two-year, $832,000 state 
grant HCC received in 2024 
for climate-related work-
force training initiatives. 
HCC’s partners in the grant 
include the Massachusetts 
C l e a n  E n e rg y  C e n t e r, 
Springfield Works, Dean 
Technical  High School, 
and the Coalition for an 
Equitable Economy, 

To be eligible, students 
must be at least 18, autho-
rized to work in the United 
States, have a high school 
diploma or equivalency, be 
able to start work after the 
training, and pass a back-
ground check.

For more information 
or to enroll, please go to: 
hcc.edu/cleanenergy or con-
tact career counselor Mike 
Blasco at mblasco@hcc.
edu / 413-552-2801.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

BACKYARD, from page 4 GARDEN, from page 4

Exhibitors wanted for pancake breakfast
SPRINGFIELD 

–  The  Wor ld ’s 
Largest Pancake 
B r e a k f a s t 
i s  m o r e 
t h a n  j u s t 
Springfield’s 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
birthday cel-
ebration.   It 
is an oppor-
tunity for area 
businesses, com-
munity service and 
social service organizations, 
to promote their products 
and services to the more 
than 10,000 people expect-
ed to attend the event on 
Saturday, May 17.   It is an 
easy, successful, and afford-
able way to engage and con-
nect with people.

Fees start at just $35 for 
community service organi-
zations, and $500 for busi-
nesses.  It includes an 8-foot 
table placed in a high-traf-
fic area, and a table cover.   
Registration is online at 
spiritofspringfield.org/par-
ticipate.   The deadline is 
Friday, April 18.

The World’s Largest 
Pancake Breakfast, spon-
sored by MGM Springfield, 

will be held from 
8 to 11 a.m. on 

Main Street 
from State 
S t ree t  to 
B r i d g e 
S t r e e t .  
For many 
years, the 
e v e n t  i s 

e x t e n d e d 
to 12 noon, 

so exhibitors 
should plan to stay 

the additional hour. 
T h e  S p i r i t  o f 

Springfield is also looking 
for performers for the two 
entertainment areas on Main 
Street.   This can include 
musica l  per formances , 
dance, and martial art or 
athletic demonstrations.   
Registration is also online at 
spiritofspringfield.org/par-
ticipate.  

This year, many have 
already registered to bring 
their brand to the World’s 
Largest Pancake Breakfast, 
they include All Energy 
Solar, GoNetSpeed, Martin 
Luther King Jr. Charter 
S c h o o l ,  T h e  Fa r m e r s 
Market at  Forest Park, 
Eastern State Exposition, 

Greater Springfield Habitat 
for Humanity, Springfield 
Public School Family & 
Community Engagement, 
Massachusetts Department 
of Children & Families, and 
many more.  

Others participating 
with gifts and giveaways 
will be MGM Springfield, 
Massachuset ts  Air  and 
Army Nat ional  Guard, 
Monson Savings Bank, 
We s t e r n  M a s s  N ew s , 
a n d  W W L P - 2 2 N e w s .   
Performers include Libertas 

Academy Charter School, 
Sci-Tech Band, Springfield 
Preparatory Charter School, 
The Mary Ann Studio 
of Dance, and a special 
appearance by Boomer 
f r o m  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d 
Thunderbirds.

For  more  informa-
tion about the World’s 
Largest Pancake Breakfast, 
visit spiritofspringfield.
org, or contact the Spirit 
of Springfield at 413-733-
3800, or staff@spiritof-
springfield.org.
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Donation needed for dress programs
AGAWAM – For a lim-

ited time, Cooper’s Gifts, 
Apparel, Home of Agawam, 
Mass., is accepting profes-
sional attire donations for 
Dress for Success of Western 
Massachusetts and Suit Up 
Springfield. 

Both causes request 
interview-appropriate wom-
en’s and men’s clothing, 
shoes and accessories. Items 
will be collected at Cooper’s 
now through April 30. 

“We invite everyone 
to spring clean their closets 
and change a life,” said Kate 
Gourde, owner of Cooper’s 
Gifts, Apparel, Home.

Donations must be like 
new, clean and on hangers. 
All professional attire is 
welcome, but casual cloth-
ing will not be accepted. 
“Just ask yourself ‘Would I 
wear this to an interview?’ 
If the answer is ‘yes,’ Dress 
for Success and Suit Up 
Springfield can put it to good 
use,” Gourde said.

The mission of Dress 
for Success (DFS) is to 
empower women to achieve 
economic independence by 
providing a network of sup-
port, professional attire and 
development tools to help 
them thrive in work and in 

life.  They provide each cli-
ent with professional attire 
to secure employment, but 
they are about much more 
than simply a new outfit. 
Besides physically equipping 
the client with apparel and 
accessories, their programs 
furnish her with a confidence 
that she carries forever and 
the knowledge that she can 
actively define her life, the 
direction she takes and what 
success means to her. 

Suit Up Springfield 
(SUS) is a community orga-
nization focused on provid-
ing the men of Springfield 
with professional attire. Their 
goal is to help everyone find 
a suit that will give them the 
confidence, knowledge and 
tools to help them become 
a successful member of our 
community. Both organi-
zations have boutiques in 
downtown Springfield.

 “We have held clothing 
drives for years; our custom-
ers consider it a convenience. 
Especially for people west of 
the river, it’s easier to bring 
donations here, and we are 
open 7 days a week,” Gourde 
said. Items may be brought 
to the shop anytime during 
the month of April. Cooper’s 
is located at 161 Main St., 

Agawam, Mass., and is open 
daily 10am-5pm, Saturdays 
10am-4pm and Sundays 
12-4pm. Cooper’s will be 
closed on Easter Sunday, 
April 20. 

 “This drive coincides 
with Dress for Success as our 
April Round-Up charity; so, 
it’s the perfect time to spread 
the word about their mission 
and really help them out,” 
Gourde said. Each month 
Gourde chooses a local chari-
ty to receive the profits of the 

store’s Round-Up Program 
through which customers 
are invited to round up their 
purchase total to the nearest 
dollar amount. Gourde will 
then match 50% of the total 
collected. The program has 
donated more than $60,000 
to local organizations since 
its inception in 2014. More 
information on the Round Up 
program and how to nomi-
nate a charity may be found 
on Cooper’s website www.
coopersgifts.com/round-up/. 

AG AWA M  –  T h e 
Agawam Veterans’ Council 
is seeking volunteers to flag 
veteran graves on Saturday, 
April 12 with a rain date of 
April 13, Sunday. 

Anyone interested in 
participating please meet 
at 8 a.m. at the Springfield 
Street Cemetery (across 
from Sacred Heart Church), 
Feeding Hills.

Dealers sought for Spring Flea Market at historic site
AGAWAM – Following 

the success of last year’s 
Community Tag Sale on 
the grounds of the historic 
Thomas Smith House, 251 
North West Street, Feeding 
H i l l s ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 
the  Agawam Histor ical 
Association is organizing a 
Spring Flea Market there on 
Saturday, May 3 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and is seeking deal-
ers of antique, vintage, and 
artisan items to participate. 
Local historical societies 
and civic organizations have 
also been invited to attend 
to promote their organiza-
tions, presenting an excellent 

opportunity to join others at 
a community event in sup-
port of local historical pres-
ervation. 

12’ x 12’ spaces are 
available for $25. Dealers 
must provide their own 
tables and shade. Space 
availability is first come, 
first served. Space rent-
al proceeds will benefit 
the  Agawam Histor ical 
Association’s efforts to pre-
serve the town’s history at 
the Agawam Historical & 
Fire House Museum and the 
Thomas Smith House. To 
reserve a space, please send 
check before 15 April, pay-

able to Agawam Historical 
Association, P.O. Box 552, 
Agawam, Mass.  01001. 
Please contact Joe Potter at 
(413) 821-5102 for more 
information. In the event of 
rain, the event will be held 
the following day, Sunday, 4 
May 2025, from 9:00 am – 
3:00 pm.

The National Register-
listed Smith House and its 
preserved 1920s garage will 
also be open for tours. The 
house remains in near-orig-
inal condition, with no 
central plumbing or cen-
tral heat and can be visit-
ed virtually at https://mls.

kuu . la / share /co l lec t ion /
7Jq2q?fs=1&vr=1&ini t -
load=0&thumbs=1.

The  Thomas  Smi th 
House is one of the few 
remaining resources from the 
18th century agricultural past 
of Feeding Hills.  The histo-
ry of its residents represents 
the long history of farming 
this section of Agawam and 
the shift into working out-
side the community by its 
later owners is representative 
of the pattern of suburban 
development that occurred in 
the town and throughout the 
country in the early twenti-
eth century.  The house is an 

unusually intact example of 
18th century building prac-
tices and an unusually unal-
tered example of mid-to-late 
18th century Connecticut 
River Valley design and 
materials, and of vernacular 
Georgian style

The Agawam Historical 
Association is a private, 
non-profi t  organizat ion 
working to preserve histor-
ic materials, documents, and 
landmarks pertaining to the 
Town of Agawam and to pro-
vide educational opportuni-
ties concerning Agawam’s 
history. The association 
operates the c. 1757 Thomas 

Smith House at 251 North 
West Street in Feeding Hills, 
and the Agawam Historical 
& Fire House Museum at 35 
Elm Street in Agawam. The 
Smith House is preserved in 
largely original, unrestored 
condition and is listed in the 
National Register of Historic 
Places. The museum occu-
pies the former Elm Street 
Fire Station, and houses 
artifacts pertaining to the 
town and the Agawam Fire 
Department. New members 
are always welcome! For 
more information, visit aga-
wamhistory.org. Follow us 
on Instagram and Facebook.

◗  In The News

EASTER HAMS

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

USDA INSP. BONELESS
CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CUT FREE ............

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK HAM (LEG) ..................

USDA INSP. 
$219

lb

SALE DATES: 
4/10-4/16

$199

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN
PREMIUM 
CLEANED PORK 
FROM CHITTERING 5 LB BAG 

$1999

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BUTTERBALL
TURKEYS ...................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

TURKEY BREAST ....................

USDA INSP. FROZEN

KING FISH STEAKS
W/ HEAD OR TAIL ...................

$5999
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CONCH MEAT
CLEANED 5 LB BOX..........................

$159
lb

USDA INSP. BONELESS
KAYEM BUDABALL
WHOLE PIT HAM ...............

$369
lb

lb

FRESH BONE-IN
BEEF RIBEYE

$499

$133
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

HADDOCK FILLETS 2 LB BAG ...... ea
$999

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$829
lb

CUT
FREE

WHOLE 
OR HALF

BEEF 
TENDERLOIN

$1999
ea

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRIMP
16/20 COUNT 2 LB BAG ..................

USDA INSP. 
FRESH

AMERICAN
LEG OF LAMB

HOLIDAY 
PORK ROAST

STUFFED W/ HAM
CHEESE, PEPPERS, 

BACON, OLIVES

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONELESS
BUTCHER WAGON 
DINNER HAM .........................$179

lb

USDA INSP. SKINLESS & SHANKLESS 
KAYEM OLD TIME 
SMOKED HAM .......................$199

USDA INSP. CHICOPEE PROVISIONS
BLUE SEAL KIELBASA 
FOR EASTER ..........................$499

lb

$449
lb

Lenten Specials

$1088
lb

$689
lb

CUT
FREE

AVG. 
WGT. 
12 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
3 LB

AVG. 
WGT. 
14 LB

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

www.turley.com

The Holyoke Sun seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
24 Water Street

Palmer, MA 01069
or email directly to

gscibelli@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

JOB OPPORTUNITY

Summer Getaways!

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

Families of interested 
students can  enroll online. 
Space is limited so families 

are encouraged to enroll as 
soon as possible to ensure 
their children can partic-
ipate. For assistance with 
enrollment, please call (413) 
534-2000, option 1.

ACADEMIES, 
from page 1

plement recent initiatives 
implemented focused on 
strengthening controls includ-
ing the adopted  Financial 
M a n a g e m e n t  P o l i c i e s 
Manual and the recent change 
from the Special Election 
that resulted in voters choos-
ing to change the position of 
City Treasurer from elect-
ed to appointed. With this 
change, we are looking for-
ward to establish a consoli-
dated Financial Department 
as outlined in the pro-
posed  Municipal Finance 
Modernization Act, and final-
ly soon bring on board a qual-
ified and experienced Chief 
Administrative and Financial 
Officer to properly oversee 
the financial functions of our 
government, do proper finan-
cial forecasting, maintain a 

capital improvement program, 
and make proper recommen-
dations to leadership so that 
we are making informed deci-
sions.

Several members of 
the city council have called 
for increased scrutiny of the 
city’s finances, and more 
transparency from the may-
or’s office to both the city 
council and public at large. 
The proposed modernizations 
would work to achieve those 
goals.

The city’s website has 
a link to all the proposed 
changes, which went in 
front of the City’s Council’s 
Charter and Rules Committee 
as well as the Ordinance 
Committee earlier this week.

It could take sever-
al months to go through the 
committee process with two 
of the council’s subcommit-
tees evaluating it as well as 
the law department.

FINANCES, 
from page 1

Donations are being accepted at Cooper’s Gifts for Suit Up 
Springfield. Submitted photo

Volunteers needed to 
flag veteran graves
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H O LY O K E  –  L a s t 
Thursday  af te rnoon,  the 
Holyoke High School boys vol-
leyball team was victorious for 
the first time this spring.

 The Knights scored a 3-0 
sweep of Commerce at home. 
With the win, the Knights are 
now 1-3 on the season. 

T h e y  h a v e  l o s t  t o 

Southwick, SICS, and East 
Longmeadow. 

The Knights will next face 
Duggan on the road at 5:15 
p.m.

Baseball team 
out to 0-2 start

HOLYOKE – After 
losing their season opener 
against East Longmeadow, 
the Holyoke High School 
baseball team was defeated 
by Taconic 9-3. 

Holyoke got all their 
runs in the first two innings 

was tied 3-3 after two 
innings. From there, Taconic 
took over, scoring in three of 
the next four innings to take 
the win. 

Holyoke was led by 
Jovaughn Rivera with two 
hits and a walk and an RBI.

Knights softball 
edged by Ware

HOLYOKE – The 
day af ter  a  ra inout , 
Ware visited Holyoke 
last Friday afternoon. 
The Indians were able 
to escape with a 6-5 win 
over host Holyoke. Kylie 
Blaha went the first three 
innings and also had two 

hits in the defeat for the 
Knights.

C o m i n g  u p ,  t h e 
K n i g h t s  a r e  s c h e d -
uled to travel to Palmer 
High School for a 5 p.m. 
game. They also will host 
Granby on Tuesday, April 
15 at 5 p.m.

Knights grab first win

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Aiden Robinson makes a play on the grass.Jovaughn Rivera makes the throw to second for a force out.Cian Callahan fires a throw across the diamond.

Jeremy Francisco gloves the grounder at first.

Ryan Greaney pivots after making a play at second.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Michael Melendez goes straight up with a 
set. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Xavier Matos sends a serve over the net.

Aiden Theriault gets some air for the spike.

Yandiel Rivera Troche grabs the block.

Michael Melendez sends the ball back over the net.

Gedeon Ortiz-Torres gets a quick 
bump.
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WORCESTER  – It can 
be really hard to project the 
outcome of a game between 
a team that has nothing to 
lose and one that has every-
thing to lose.

Such  was  the  case 
Saturday night in the match 
here between the Railers and 
the Adirondack Thunder. 
Worcester won by a goal, 
of course, 3-2. Each of the 
Railers’ last seven victo-
ries have been by one goal 
including a shootout triumph.

Adirondack is out of the 
playoff race and using many 
new faces. The Railers’ bat-
tle for the final playoff spot 
in the North Division leaves 

them no margin for error.
The math is simple even 

if the task is not. The Railers 
have three games left, one 
with Adirondack Sunday and 
two at Reading next week-
end. If they win them all, 
they make the playoffs with 
80 points.

Saturday, the Worcester 
scorers were Justin Gill, 
Tanner Schachle and Tyler 
Kobryn. Ian Pierce and Kaleb 
Ergang had the Adirondack 
goals. It was Pierce’s first 
professional goal.

Gill scored in the first 
period, Schachle in the sec-
ond and Kobryn in the third. 
At one point the Railers had 

a 2-0 lead, then backslid in 
the second half of the sec-
ond period. Ergang scored 
with 10 seconds to go in the 
period and it was 2-2 heading 
into the third.

Kobryn broke the tie 
with a shot from between the 
circles at 14:37.

It was his ninth goal in 
23 games with Worcester. 
Kobryn had two in 18 games 
with Florida this year before 
being traded to the Railers 
and 16 in 145 career ECHL 
games prior to his arrival 
here.

“Any time you get that 
kind of production out of a 
player who was kind of a 

‘nothing’ trade,” coach Nick 
Tuzzolino said, “that defi-
nitely helps, but everybody 
has to fit a role and he fits his 
role with that line.

“And when he gets 
chances he doesn’t miss.”

Gill, in contrast, has 
been a difference maker on 
offense. He is 7-13-20 in 20 
games with Worcester this 
season and plus-11. The 
Railers are 12-6-2 when Gill 
is in the lineup.

Schachle’s goal was his 
first in a Worcester uniform 
to go along with three assists.

The Railers were in 
control of things until they 
went on a power play half-

way through the second peri-
od. The power play was, in 
a word, inept. Momentum 
turned in Adirondack’s direc-
tion and the Thunder domi-
nated the rest of the period.

“It’s not anything they 
did, it’s something we did,” 
Tuzzolino said of the power 
play. “It’s self-inflicted. The 
biggest problem with our 
power play right now is that 
it’s killing momentum. It’s 
not just that we’re not scor-
ing, it’s killing momentum.”

Michael Bullion con-
tinued to be a momentum 
creator in net, though. He 
stopped 22 of 24 shots and is 
7-1 in his last eight starts.

Worces ter ’s  p layoff 
push is largely a result of 
a recent great record at the 
DCU Center. The Railers did 
not play well at home during 
the early part of the season 
but are 14-3-2 in its last 19 
games here. That is good for 
a .789 winning percentage.

Overall, Worcester is 
24-13-3 in its last 40 games.

The victory was the 
Railers’ 34th of the sea-
son and brought them to 
74 points. They will finish 
above .500 for the first time 
2018-19, their second sea-
son in the ECHL. Worcester 
was 32-29-11 for 75 points 
that year.

Worcester Railers take 3-2 win over Adirondack Thunder

◗  Sports

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

City of Holyoke
Conservation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting

Pursuant to MGL Chap. 131 
§40 and the Holyoke Wetlands Or-
dinance, the Holyoke Conserva-
tion Commission will hold a Pub-
lic Meeting on Thursday, April 
24th, 2025 at 6:15 p.m. remotely 
via zoom at https://us06web.
zoom.us/j/85359782022 to re-
view a Request for Determination 
of Applicability filed by AECOM 
on behalf of the Massachusetts 
Department of Conservation & 
Recreation for the removal of a 
concrete foundation and the rem-
nants of an abandoned structure 
and shed on the Mount Tom State 
Reservation (MBP 217-00-006) 
within the 100-foot Buffer Zone 
to Bordering Vegetated Wetlands. 

Jeffery Horan, Chairperson 
04/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0665EA
Estate of: 

Michael Y Chung 
Date of Death: 12/24/2024

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Ap-

pointment of Personal Rep-
resentative has been filed by 
Henry Y Chung of East Long-
meadow, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Henry Y Chung of East Long-
meadow, MA be appointed as 

Personal Representative(s) of 
said estate to serve With Person-
al Surety on the bond in unsu-
pervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/28/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 31, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

04/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
Housing Court 

Department of the Trial Court
Western Division 

Citation on Appointment of 
Receiver 

Docket No. 23H79CV000270, 
Western Housing Court

Springfield 
37 Elm Street, P.O. Box 559 

Springfield, MA 01102 
(413)-748-7838

City of Holyoke, Petitioner, 
v. the Estate of Virginia A. Red-
fern a/k/a Virginia J. Redfern, 
as owner of the property locat-
ed at 160 Pine Street, Holyoke, 
Massachusetts, City of Holyoke 
(Lienholder), and Richard P. 
Redfern, Karen Ann Williams, 
Wayne A. Redfern, Kevin G. 
Redfern and Peter J. Redfern 
(Owners), Respondents, and 
the Massachusetts Department 
of Revenue and the Internal 
Revenue Service (Potential 
Parties-In-Interest). 

To all interested persons: 
The Receiver appointed by 

Order of the Western Division 
Housing Court to rehabilitate 
the property located at 160 Pine 
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 has 
motioned the court to sell the 
property to a nonprofit entity for 
$30,000.00 in its current condi-
tion. 

The owner, mortgagee and any 
other interested parties may join 
a motion for leave to correct all 
outstanding state sanitary code 
violations at the property. To do 
so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance and 
objection at this Court before 
9:00 a.m., May 12, 2025, AND 
attend a Motion Hearing of the 
Receivership on May 12, 2025 at 
9:00 a.m., at this Housing Court, 
Department of the Trial Court, 
Western Division. If you fail to 
appear or file a timely written 
appearance and objection, on or 

before May 12, 2025 at 9:00, ac-
tion may be taken without further 
notice to you. 
04/11/2025

DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION
WATERWAYS 

REGULATION PROGRAM
Notice of License Application 

pursuant to 
M.G.L. Chapter 91 
Chapter 91 License 

Application 
Number 25-WW01-0042-APP

Applicant: Holyoke Rows
Project Location: Holyoke 

Rows, 8 Oscar Street, Waters of 
the Connecticut River, Holyoke, 
Hampden County

Notification date: April 11, 
2025

Public Comments Deadline: 
May 12, 2025

Public notice is hereby given 
of the Chapter 91 License appli-
cation by Holyoke Rows to install 
and maintain two new floating 
dock and gangway systems, a log 
deflector boom, to authorize and 
improve a boat ramp, including 
dredging and filling activities, 
and to conduct invasive species 
removal and revegetation with 
native plantings along the shore-
line in waters of the Connecticut 
River, Holyoke, Hampden Coun-
ty. The proposed project has been 
determined to be a Water-Depen-
dent Use.

The Department will con-
sider all written comments on 
this Chapter 91 Application re-
ceived by May 12, 2025 (Public 
Comments Deadline). Failure of 
any aggrieved person or group of 
ten (10) citizens or more to submit 
written comments to the Water-
ways Regulation Program by the 
Public Comments Deadline will 
result in the waiver of any right 
to an adjudicatory hearing in ac-
cordance with 310 CMR 9.13(4)

(c). The group of citizens must in-
clude at least five (5) citizens who 
are residents of the municipality 
in which the proposed project is 
located. A public hearing may be 
held at the request of the Munici-
pal Official.

Project plans and documents 
for the application are on file 
for public viewing electroni-
cally at: https://eeaonline.eea.
state.ma.us/EEA/PublicApp/ 
(enter 25-WW01-0042-APP in 
the Search Page in the Record 
ID field). If you need assistance, 
please contact donald.e.giard@
mass.gov or if you do not have 
access to email, please leave a 
voicemail at (617) 292-5929 and 
you will be contacted with infor-
mation on alternative options.

It is recommended that doc-
uments and correspondence be 
filed electronically with the email 
address specified above when 
possible. Alternatively, comments 
may be mailed to MassDEP Wa-
terways Regulation Program 
c/o Don Giard, 100 Cambridge 
Street, Suite 900, Boston, MA 
02114. 
04/11/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758 

Docket No.
 HD25A0031AD
In the matter of: 

Nahiara Aimar Acosta Rosario
CITATION

G.L. c. 210, §6 
TO:
Nashali Acosta
any unnamed or unknown 

parent and persons interested 
in a petition for the adoption of 
said child and to the Department 

of Children and Families of said 
Commonwealth. 

A petition has been presented 
to said court by:

Glorimar Rosario Torres of 
Holyoke, MA

Yancy Ruiz of Holyoke, MA
requesting for leave to adopt 

said child and that the name of 
the child be changed to

If you object to this adop-
tion you are entitled to the 
appointment of an attorney if 
you are an indigent person.

An indigent person is defined 
by SJC Rule 3.10. The defini-
tion includes but is not limited 
to persons receiving TAFDC, 
EACDC, poverty related vet-
eran’s benefits, Medicaid, and 
SSI. The Court will determine 
if you are indigent. Contact an 
Assistant Judicial Case Manager 
or Adoption Clerk of the Court 
on or before the date listed 
below to obtain the necessary 
forms.

I F  YO U  D E S I R E  TO 
OBJECT THERETO, YOU 
O R  Y O U R  AT T O R N E Y 
MUST FILE A WRITTEN 
APPEARANCE IN SAID 
COURT AT  Springfield ON 
OR BEFORE TEN O’CLOCK 
IN THE MORNING (10:00 
AM) ON: 05/02/2025.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 21, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

04/04, 04/11, 04/18/2025

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC AUCTION

Swinging Bridges 
Auction Company Lic #2755
A Public Auction will be held 

04/19/2025. Unclaimed items to 
be sold at 9:00 a.m. Pawn Depot 
Inc., 448 Appleton St., Holyoke, 
MA 01040. 20% buyers fee, 
6.25% MA Sales Tax.
04/04, 04/11/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

A L L E N T O W N , 
Pa .   –  The   Spr ingfie ld 
Thunderbirds (34-28-2-4) 
received a perfect night from 
their netminder and outlasted 
the Lehigh Valley Phantoms 
(33-27-6-2) in a 1-0 overtime 
win on Saturday night at the 
PPL Center. Coupled with 
Hartford’s overtime loss in 
Hershey, the T-Birds’ magic 
number to clinch a playoff 
berth has fallen to just 1. 

After being pressured 
for 16 first-period shots on 
Friday in Utica, Springfield 
was far stingier defensively 
in the opening frame against 
their division foes, keeping 

Lehigh Valley to just seven 
shots in the first period 
and making things easy for 
Vadim Zherenko to keep the 
opponents off the board. 

Parker Gahagen had a 
similarly strong start for the 
Phantoms, turning away the 
eight Springfield offerings 
that came his way in the first 
20 minutes. Furthermore, 
neither team could connect 
on one power-play chance 
each in the opening stanza. 

Springfield had its best 
chance to break the score-
less deadlock in a mad 
scramble near the net in 
the second, but Gahagen 

managed to turn away both 
Dalibor Dvorsky and Nikita 
Alexandrov despite being 
on his belly while trying to 
keep the puck out. 

Lehigh Valley’s clos-
est call came off the stick 
of veteran Anthony Richard, 
who scooted to the right side 
of the slot to punch a quick 
attack on the net after the 
puck caromed in front off 
the end boards. Zherenko, 
though, had the answer, 
pushing his left leg across 
for the pad save, one of his 
21 stops through 40 minutes. 
Gahagen took a 20-save 
shutout into the third for 

Lehigh Valley.
A tentative third peri-

od saw the teams protect 
the defensive zone. Lehigh 
Valley’s door of opportunity 
opened when the Phantoms 
earned their second power 
play, but Zherenko and the 
Springfield penalty kill stiff-
ened. With the game just two 
seconds away from overtime, 
the Phantoms nearly won 
it in the final seconds, but 
Zherenko flashed out the left 
leg for a phenomenal in-tight 
save on Zayde Wisdom to 
force the game into overtime. 

Overtime only further 
showcased Zherenko’s story-

book night, as Lehigh Valley 
relentlessly fired chances at 
the Springfield net, but none 
of their eight tries found 
their way past the Springfield 
goaltender.

With just a half-minute 
to play in the extra period, 
Dvorsky moved back into the 
Phantoms zone and await-
ed a trailer. Calen Addison 
flew in off the Springfield 
bench, took a drop pass, and 
snapped a wrist shot through 
Gahagen to finally break the 
ice and give the T-Birds the 
overtime win on the veter-
an blueliner’s first goal and 
point as a T-Bird.

Springfield gets a break 
from game action before 
taking the ice on Friday 
inside the Thunderdome at 
7:05 p.m. against Belleville. 
The Hartford Wolf Pack and 
Hershey Bears square off 
again on Sunday, and any 
Hershey victory would punch 
the Thunderbirds’ ticket to 
the Calder Cup Playoffs. 

Fans  can  ge t  the i r 
Thunderbirds tickets for 
t he  Ca lde r  Cup  p l ay -
off push today by call-
i n g  ( 4 1 3 )  7 3 9 - G OA L 
(4625) or by visiting  www.
SpringfieldThunderbirds.
com.

Overtime goal lifts Thunderbirds over Lehigh Valley
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FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood
 for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 

Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins, hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL, PAINTING AND CEIL-
INGS, plaster repair. Drywall hanging. 
Taping & complete finishing. All ceiling tex-
tures. Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

JAMES FERRIS: LICENSE #E16303 
Free estimates. Insured. 50 years experi-
ence. No job too small. Cell (413) 330-
3682.

EXCAVATING
ELIOT STARBARD EXCAVATION 

35+ yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HANDYMAN RESIDENTIAL RE-
PAIRS. Powerwashing, home repairs, 
interior/exterior painting, ceiling/wall re-
pairs and chimney repairs. Fully licensed/
insured. Lic. #105950CSL. Call 413-566-
5596/413-433-5073.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior – Finish carpentry, 
framing, window & door replacement, dry-
wall, painting and decks.

Competitive pricing. Insured.
Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

DAVE MAZ LANDSCAPING
Lawn mowing, Spring thru Fall clean-ups, 
mulching, pruning. Serving parts of Hamp-
den and Hampshire counties. 

Call 413-536-3697.

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

T & S LANDSCAPING 
Highest quality, lowest price. Serving the 
Pioneer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, 
Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups.

(413) 330-3917

LAWN & GARDEN
*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8” screened, 
$40/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; No additives, fill-
ers or by-products. Local deliv. to Oakham 
and surrounding towns only. Eliot Starbard 
508-882-0140.

MASONRY
PAUL DOWD MASONRY
Design, build, restore, repair.

All types of stone, brick, concrete, 
masonry. Free esimate. 
Call 978-257-8237. 

Pauldowd51@gmail.com

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

PRESSURE 
WASHING

HOT WATER PRESSURE WASHING.
We use brushes and state of the art equip-
ment. We remove grime and mold from 
homes, patios, fences, walkways, all decks, 
concrete & driveways . Senior Discounts. 
For free estimates call Bill (413)519-
9800.

ROOFING
JENKINS ROOFING  specializing in 
residential roofs & repairs, chimney repairs. 
Hampden, MA - 413-566-5596/413-
433-5073. Lic. #105950CSL. Fully in-
sured.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

H & H TREE SERVICE All phases of 
tree care. Call Dave413-668-6560 day/
night.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, Veteran Owned, 

Fully Insured
WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM

413-213-5470

The Town of Huntington is seeking 
a full-time Chief of Police.  $75,000 
- $90,000 yearly salary based on quali-
fications.  Application and complete job 
description are available online at www.
huntingtonma.us or by emailing ad-
min@huntingtonma.us. Deadline to 
apply is 4/28/2025.  Town of Huntington is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM
Library Director

The Town of Wilbraham is looking for a 
Library Director to join our team. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.  

Application deadline 4/25/2025

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

HILLSIDE VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

APPLICATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO AND 
THREE BEDROOM APARTMENTS

•Heat and hot water included
•Ample Closets
•Fully Applianced
•Community Room
•Laundry Facilities
•Cats Welcome
•Extra Storage
•24 Hour Maintenance

For Information call
(413)967-7755 EHO

17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

AUTO

Classified 
Advertising
DEADLINE
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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Parents, Parents, 
GrandparentsGrandparents

& Friends& Friends
SPECIAL!SPECIAL!

We are offering a great deal for you to 
CELEBRATE YOUR GRADUATE in your community graduation issue. 

Submit a photo and a brief message.

2 x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION MAY 21st
EMAIL YOUR AD TO:

wdelcamp@turley.com
MAIL YOUR AD WITH PAYMENT TO:

Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to

Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS   •   24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069   •   413.283.8393

Honor Your Graduate
2 x 3 Advertisement

Congratulations
Karly Smith!
We are so 
very proud of 
you and your 
accomplishments.
Good luck
at Springfield 
College!

Love Dad. Mom & John

SAMPLE
SAMPLE

HIGH SCHOOL OR COLLEGE

CongratulationsCongratulations

SPECIAL $55.00Regular Price 
$76.00

Cousins Lizzie and Lydia, 6, on Freddie the Fire Truck.

Cylia Naciri, 6, rides on the merry-go-round.

Boomer, the Thunderbirds’ mascot, enjoys the ride. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

The merry-go-round and Heritage State Park were decorated for the 
event.

Tons of eggs are “hidden” and 
ready for children to find.

There were tons of eggs for children to find on the hunt.


