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Hard work paying off, city’s rating improves
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The may-
or’s office announce this 
week Standard’s & Poor rat-
ing agency has affirmed the 
City of Holyoke has an A+ 
bond rating at this time.

The same agency gave 
the city high praises for its 
financial management poli-
cies.

The city also received 
an SP-1+ for short-term 
borrowing “rating for $32.2 
million in bond anticipation 
notes (BANs). SP-1+  is the 
agency’s highest rating for 
a municipal note. It is given 

when a borrowing municipal-
ity is “determined to possess 
a very strong capacity to pay 
debt service.”

The ratings are welcome 
news for a city that has strug-
gled in recent years with 
budgeting issues. The city 
has struggled with balanc-
ing its budget prior to Mayor 
Joshua Garcia coming into 
office, and had almost no 
free cash available not long 
ago.

Also not helping the city 
are factors like the receiver-
ship for the Holyoke Public 
Schools. The receivership 
gave the city almost no say 
in the school budget figures. 

There has also been con-
stant struggles between the 
city council and the mayor’s 
office for many year’s run-
ning.

According to the mayor, 
who made the announce-
ment, a good bond rating is 
needed, especially as feder-
al funding begins to dry up 
under the new president and 
his administration.

“Having the capabil-
ity to pivot and respond to 
uncertainty is important. If 
federal funds are not forth-
coming or if federal grants 
are withdrawn, for example 
— which has already hap-
pened — the City could be 

forced to borrow to pay for 
necessary projects if there 
are no other revenue sourc-
es to tap into. That’s when 
a strong bond rating is very, 
very helpful: the better the 
rating, the lower the cost,” 
the Mayor said.

In the announcement, 
treasurer Rory Casey also 
commented on the rating.

“I’m thrilled that S&P 
recognized the hard work 
that has been put in over the 
past three years,” Casey said. 
“Their affirmation is proof 
that our strategy of focusing 
on long-term financial health 
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HOLYOKE – Earlier 
this month, Mayor Joshua 
Garcia presented the Holyoke 
City Council with an oppor-
tunity to gain money for the 
city on tax-exempt property 
owners.

His concept is not new, 
and is utilized in other town 
and cities such as Agawam. 
The program is known as 
PILOT, and it stands for 
Payment In Lieu Of Taxes.

It’s purpose is to bring 
in a portion of the money a 
tax-exempt property — prop-
erties owned by non-profit 
organizations and quasi-pub-
lic institutions — would pay 
were it not tax-exempt to 
help pay for critical munic-
ipal services that benefit 
everyone.

Accord ing  to  an 

announcement from Garcia’s 
chief of staff Stephen Fay, 
Garcia and City Solicitor 
L i sa  Ba l l  have  been 
approaching tax-exempt 
organizations about paying 
PILOTs and have learned that 
the city needed a better, more 
systematic approach to these 
conversations so that the pro-
cess is fair and equitable and 
less of a “shake-down” situ-
ation. 

T h e  M a y o r ’ s 
Government Restructuring 
Advisory Council took up the 
issue of non-profits acquir-
ing properties in Holyoke and 
taking them off the tax rolls. 

Garcia empowered the 
Advisory Council to research 
consultants the city could 
contract with to help explore 
the issue and help draft a 
policy. A discussion with 

Program aims at 
bringing in more 
revenue for city

See PILOT, page 10

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
Annual St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade was held last Sunday 
morning in front of a large 
crowd and contingents from 
several surrounding commu-
nities and beyond took part 
in the event. Holyoke’s pride 
was also in full force as the 
Grand Colleen and her court, 
city officials, and performers 

from the Irish community 
made for another 
successful event.

Serving the city since 1995
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Holyoke Pride shows their spirit walking the parade route.

H O LY O K E  –  T h e 
Holyoke High School Music 
Department will present 
the classic “Little Shop of 
Horrors.”

T h e  p l a y  w i l l  r u n 
from April 3 to 6 in the 
Holyoke High School North 
Audi tor ium and begins 

at 7:30 p.m. the first three 
nights with a 2 p.m. mati-
nee performance on Sunday, 
April 6. Tickets are $8 for 
students and seniors while 
they are $10 for the rest of 
the public.

The play plot shared 
by the school is as fol-

l ow s :  W h e n  S e y m o u r 
(played by Aidan Fontanez-
Courchesne) finds a mys-
terious plant after a total 
eclipse of the sun, strange 
things start happening at Mr. 
Mushnik’s (Eben Beudry) 
flower shop. Meanwhile, 
Audrey (Ashanty Provost) 

dreams of leaving Skid Row 
and her boyfriend, the sadis-
tic dentist Orin Scrivello 
(Linken Geddis). As the 
mysterious plant “Audrey 
II” starts to grow, audience 
members should be prepared 
for the hijinks and horror 
that will ensue.

Next HHS theater production debuts April 3 to 6

Green was the go-to 
c o l o r  o n  p a r a d e 
day. This lucky lady 
dressed as a four leaf 
clover rol lerskated 
in the parade. Below, 
Jericho defied gravity 
with a Wizard of Oz 
theme.  See  more 
photos on page 6.

Holyoke Holyoke 
goes goes 
greengreen
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Pride Month kicks off early
H O LYO K E  –  G e t 

ready to show your pride, 
Holyoke.  The Holyoke 
Pride Committee is roll-
ing out  an unforgetta-
ble series of vibrant and 
inclusive events this June 
to honor and uplift the 
LGBTQIA+ community. 
Whether you’re a long-time 
ally or new to the celebra-
tion, there’s something for 
everyone to enjoy—and 
you won’t want to miss a 
moment. 

Kick Off Early with 
the ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
Fundraiser Before the full 
celebration begins in June, 
Holyoke Pride invites you 
to start the party early with 

the ‘Over the Rainbow’ 
fundraiser on April 11. 
It’s more than just a night 
out—it’s a chance to fuel 
the spirit of Pride while 
showing your support for 
the community. 

Headlined by local 
sensation Richard Parris 
Scott and the Band, the 
evening will also feature 
powerhouse performances 
from Avery Joi, Chestina 
Thrower, Natasha Ellis, and 
Evyan Diaz. With music 
that moves you and an 
energy that fills the room, 
this night promises unfor-
gettable memories. Plus, 
thrilling prizes await—
don’t miss your chance to 

win big while supporting a 
great cause. 

Friday, April 11 from 
7 to 11 p.m. at De La Luz 
Soundstage ,  114 Race 
Street, Holyoke Tickets 
are available on a sliding 
scale ($20 - $50)—please 
give what you can! Tickets 
available at holyokepride.
org Pride Month Events 
- June 2025 Pride Month 
officially kicks off with 
the iconic Flag Raising 
Ceremony on June 2 at 
Holyoke City Hall at 5 p.m. 
Feel the rush of pride as 
the flag soars high, remind-
ing us of our commitment 
to love, equality, and the 
power of community.

City Hall 
to host 
Sikh flag-
raising

HOLYOKE – A Sikh 
flag-raising ceremony will 
be held Tuesday, April 1, at 
noon at Holyoke City Hall.

April is a significant 
month for the Sikh commu-
nity. Vaisakhi is celebrated, 
which marks the beginning 
of the New Year and honors 
the creation of the Khalsa 
and the Sikh articles of 
faith. These articles impart 
the values of equality,  self-
less service, and social jus-
tice.

T h e  m o v e m e n t  t o 
recognize Sikh Heritage 
Month began with the aim 
of commemorating and cel-
ebrating the rich heritage, 
history, culture, and contri-
butions of Sikhs.

The  ce remony  wi l l 
include the reading of a 
proclamation by Holyoke 
Mayor Joshua A Garcia. 
Members of the local and 
regional Sikh community 
will offer prayers.

Sikhism, which origi-
nated in the Punjab region 
of South Asia, is the fifth 
largest independent ethnic 
religion in the world. More 
than 700,000 Sikhs reside 
in the United States.

Easter Bunny hopping down to mall
HOLYOKE – Spring is 

on its way and Holyoke Mall 
is egg-cited to kick off the 
season with visits and pho-
tos from the Easter Bunny 
once again this year. Mr. 
Cottontail arrives at Holyoke 
Mall on Friday, March 28.   
Reservations are now open 
so reserve your time slot at 
www.whereisbunny.com. 
Guests who pre-book will 
receive a reservation gift.  

The Easter Bunny can 
be found in his spring garden 
in Honor Court, on the lower 
level near Hobby Lobby, for 
greetings and pictures.   The 
Bunny’s Gazebo will be 
open: 

• Monday to Friday: 2 to 
7 p.m., extends to 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on April 7

• Saturday: 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m.

• Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

Children of all ages love 
visiting the Easter Bunny, so 
get dressed in your Easter 
best and bring the whole 
family to capture that perfect 
moment.

The Easter Bunny will 
also have 2 special events 
this season: 

• Bunny Cares Sensory 
Friendly Event: Sunday, 
April 6: 9 to 10:30 a.m.

• Pet Photo Night: 
Monday,  Apr i l  7  and 
Tuesday, April 8, 4 to 7 p.m.

To celebrate the start of 
spring, we will also be joined 
by Ed Popielarczyk for his 
Spring Spectacular Magic 
Show on Saturday, March 
29. The fun-filled show will 
take place from 11 a.m. to 
12 noon on the Lower Level, 
Macy’s Court. This event is 
free, open to the public, and 
is best suited for children 
ages 12 and under.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/27/25-4/2/253/27/25-4/2/25

USDA INSP. FROZEN PREMIUM

IMITATION CRAB MEAT 2.5 LB BAG

USDA INSP. FROZEN NAKED SEAFOOD

BACON WRAPPED 
SHRIMP 16.5 OZ BOX ....................

$599
lb

ea
$599

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

WHITTING FILLETS 2 LB BAG ....... $699

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$799
ea

USDA INSP. FROZEN SKINLESS

SALMON PORTION .......................

$191
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ..............

5 LB 5 LB 
BAGBAG$499

lb

DIET LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

ea

$699
lb

$599
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

RABBITS ..........................

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
CENTER CUT
PORK CHOPS .....................

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN
CUTLETS ...............................

$249
lb

$199

lb
$399

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
MUENSTER CHEESE ...........

$499
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS
PORK BUTT STRIPS ..............$199

USDA INSP. FROZEN

GOAT MEAT ......................

$466
lb

BEEF
EYE ROUND

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
TURKEY BREAST ..................

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

RIB EYE STEAKS
$888

lb

New Name,
Same Mission, Same 

Trusted Services

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG
Reach Out Today

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each adver-
tiser is requested to 
check their advertise-
ment the first time it 
appears. This paper 
will not be responsi-
ble for more than one 
corrected insertion, nor 
will be liable for any er-
ror in an advertisement 
to a greater extent than 
the cost of the space 
occupied by the item 
in the advertisement.

www.turley.com

CHECK OUT ALL THE

TurleyPublications

Press Club announces scholarships now available
The Valley Press Club, 

based in Springfield, Mass., 
will award $1,000 scholar-
ships to high school seniors 
in Western Massachusetts 
and Northern Connecticut 
who are interested in pursu-
ing a career in journalism.

• The Valley Press 
Club Scholarships, funded 
by contributions and dues 
to the Press Club, are for 
students planning careers in 
print, online or broadcast 
journalism.

•  The  Republ ican 
Scholarship, funded by The 
Republican, is for students 

living within the newspa-
per’s circulation area who 
are planning careers in print 
journalism.

•  T h e  2 2 N e w s 
Scholarship,  funded by 
WWLP-22News is for stu-
dents planning careers in 
broadcast journalism.

•  T h e  M a s s L i v e 
S c h o l a r s h i p  i s  f o r  a 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  h i g h 
school senior planning to                                                        
pursue a career in print, 
online or broadcast journal-
ism/communication. This 
scholarship is available to a 
student who is underrepre-

sented in the field of jour-
nalism and is planning to 
attend an institution of high-
er education in the field.

•  T h e  E dw a r d  J . 
Mal l ey  Jr.  Memor ia l 
Scholarship, established in 
memory of a chief photog-
rapher for the Springfield 
Newspapers, is for students 
planning careers in photo-
journalism.

• The Rhonda Swan 
Memorial Scholarship, 
established in memory of 
the award-winning journal-
ist, editor and author, is for 
students who are underrep-

resented, in the Springfield, 
Mass. area, planning careers 
in journalism. 

Primary emphasis is 
placed on career goals, writ-
ing ability, scholastic apti-
tude and overall achieve-
ment as measured by an 
applicant’s high school tran-
script, class rank, academ-
ic awards, SAT scores and 
extracurricular activities. 
The deadline for submis-
sions is April 4.

Scholarship applica-
tions are available at www.
ValleyPressClub.com or 
high school guidance offic-

es. Applications may be 
sent by mail to Noreen 
Tass ina r i ,  Scho la r sh ip 
Chair, Valley Press Club, 
P.O. Box 5475, Springfield, 
Mass. 01102 or electroni-
cally to NTassinari77@
gmail.com

Over the course of six 
decades, The Valley Press 
Club has presented over 
$140,000 in scholarships to 
eligible students. The Valley 
Press Club consists  of 
active and retired journalists 
and public relations profes-
sionals from corporate and 
nonprofit organizations.

HCC gallery hosting high school art show
HOLYOKE –  High 

school art students from 
western Massachusetts will 
see their work displayed 
in the Taber Art Gallery at 
Holyoke Community College 
during the 2025 Pioneer 
Valley High School Art 
Show.

The show runs for one 
week only, starting today, 
Monday, March 24. It con-
cludes Thursday, March 27, 
with a reception for artists 
and their families from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. in the gallery.

This is the first time the 
Taber Art Gallery has hosted 
the biennial high school art 
show since 2017.

“This exhibition high-
lights the creativity and 
resilience of our regional 
students, showcasing their 
growth and unique perspec-
tives,” said Taber director 
Rachel Rushing. “We are 
thrilled for both the artists 
and the community to recon-
nect through this celebratory 
show.”

P a r t i c i p a t i n g  h i g h 

schools include Agawam, 
B e l c h e r t ow n ,  G r a n b y, 
Minnechaug Regional, St. 
Mary’s, South Hadley, West 
Springfie ld ,  Wilbraham 
and Monson Academy, and 
Westfield.

The Taber Art Gallery, 
located off the lobby of the 
HCC Library on the second 
floor of the HCC Donahue 
Building, is free and open to 
the public Monday through 
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
during regular school ses-
sions.

Calling all fiber artists - yarn sale Saturday!
G R A N B Y  –  T h e 

Fr iends  of  the  Granby 
Publ ic  Library and the 
Library Knitting Group are 
sponsoring a Yarn Sale on 
Saturday, March 29, 2025 

at 11 a.m. Stop by and find 
amazing discounts on qual-
ity yarn as well as tools, 
notions, bags, pattern books 
and more.

All proceeds benefit 

the Friends of the Granby 
L i b r a r y,  w h o  s u p p o r t 
Library Programming. 

For more information 
please call the library at 
413-467-3320.
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HOLYOKE – St . 
Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
485 Appleton Street , 
Holyoke will hold their 
Annual Rummage Sale on 
Saturday, April 26 from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
Auditorium.There will 
be bargains for everyone 
including clothing, house-

wares, bedding, towels, 
books, toys, and holiday 
and craft supplies. Free 
ample parking is locat-
ed behind the church and 
all are welcome.For more 
information, please  con-
tact Trudy Monson 413-
335-1145 or call the church 
office at 413-532-5060.

Wistariahurst Museum hosting ‘sensory-friendly’ Easter Egg Hunt
H O L Y O K E  – 

Wistariahurst Museum is 
egg-static to bring back our 
Sensory-Friendly Egg Hunt 
for a second year. This festive 
egg hunt focuses on gentle 
exploration and enjoyment. 
Designed for families with 
sensory sensitivities, this 
egg-ceptional event is tai-
lored so every bunny feels 
comfortable and welcome. 
This year’s egg hunt will 
take place indoors through-
out the halls of Wistariahurst. 
Weather permitting, outdoor 
games and activities will 

add some egg-stra fun to the 
event. Each child can gath-
er six eggs and choose prizes 
ranging from candy to fidget 
toys. Hop to it and register 
for one of the available time 
slots. Registration is available 
on Wistariahurst’s Eventbrite 
page.

Museum Director Megan 
Seiler hatched the idea for 
Wistariahurst’s  Sensory 
Friendly Egg Hunt in 2024. 
“We saw an opportunity for 
the museum to offer this city 
tradition to kids who may not 
thrive at the large-scale egg 

hunt downtown. We want-
ed to be a space that could 
offer more inclusion for this 
fun event,” Seiler noted. 
Wistariahurst is egg-cited to 
bring this event back for April 
of this year after the success 
of last year’s egg hunt.

Families can sign up for 
timed entry to ensure smooth 
check-in between 11 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. on Sunday, April 
13. Families are welcome to 
enjoy the egg hunt any time 
during their timeslots, and 
each time slot will be limited 
to 10 families. The egg hunt 

will continue until 1:30 p.m., 
allowing children to explore 
at their own pace and enjoy 
a stress-free experience! 
Families are welcome to 
explore the gardens and enjoy 
outdoor games, weather per-
mitting, during the event. 
Outside of this event, we 
have open hours on Mondays 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
Tuesdays from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m., and our gardens are 
open every day from dawn 
until dusk. We hope to see all 
of our peeps at this egg-stra 
special event.

 In The News ◗

Parks & Rec Department offering lifeguard certification training course
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke Parks & Recreation 
Department is offering a 
lifeguard Red Cross certi-
fication training course at 
the Holyoke Boys and Girls 
Club (70 Nick Cosmos 
Way).  The session will 

take place May 3, 4 and 
18.  Participants need to 
attend all three classes.  
Applicants must be 16 years 
of age.  Strong swimmers 
are encouraged to apply.  
Participants must pass a 
pre-skills test at the start of 

class.  $175.00 for Holyoke 
residents and $275.00 for 
non-residents. 

A  l i f e g u a r d 
Re-Certification Class will 
also be offered on May 18.  
The class will run from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Holyoke 

Boys and Girls Club (70 
Nick Cosmos Way).  Update 
your  ski l ls  whi le  a lso 
extending your certification 
for another two years. The 
cost is $125 for Holyoke res-
idents and $225 for non-res-
idents. 

P l e a s e  r eg i s t e r  a t 
the Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department, 413-
322-5620.

Participants must regis-
ter and be paid in full before 
attending the class.  Limited 
space available.

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!

onovan’s
     Irish Pub

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm

Friday, 
April 4th
The 

Healys

Saturday, 
April 5th

Jimmy McArdle 
& Jerry Murphy

Friday, 
March 28th

Baird 
Souls

Saturday, 
March 29th
Floyd 

& Adam

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

One $2,000 scholarship 
will be awarded annually.

TO APPLY
https://hcsheadstart.org/janis-santos-scholarship

QUESTIONS? 
email:  JSScholarship@headstart.org

Created in recognition of Janis Santos and her tenure at HCS Head Start, Inc.

Janis Santos
SCHOLARSHIP

Deadline April 25, 2025

In an effort to provide a pathway to 
the Early Childhood Education profession, the 

Janis Santos Scholarship Fund 
is available for HCS Head Start alumnae, 
past or current HCS Head Start parents, 

or current HCS Head Start staff.  

UCCH 
offering 
chance to 
‘connect’ 
at concert

HOLYOKE – We all 
need connection. The United 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is inviting the pub-
lic to join us as we host the 
Westfield State University 
Chorale for a free of charge 
concert on Saturday, April 12 
at 7 p.m.  

The concert is called 
“Connections”, a choral 
experience exploring the 
bonds of human experince. 
The performance features 
music by Ola Gjello, Zanaida 
Robles, Josquin Despres, 
Emma Lou Diemer, William 
Dawson and Margrit Kits. 
The WSU Chorale is directed 
by Scott Bailey.  

T h e  U n i t e d 
Congregational Church of 
Holyoke is an Open and 
Affirming congregation of 
the United Church of Christ. 
We welcome all individuals, 
regardless of where they are 
on their journey. If you’d like 
to learn more about UCCH, 
please visit our website at 
www.uccholyoke.org, find us 
on Facebook or Instagram, 
or call our office at 413-532-
1483 Monday through Friday 
from 9 am – 2 pm.  

MassHire Holyoke relocating to STEAM 
HOLYOKE – MassHire 

Holyoke  i s  exc i ted  to 
announce that after 29 years 
at 850 High Street, we are 
relocating to a new office 
at the STEAM Building, 
208 Race Street, Holyoke, 
effective March 31, 2025. 
Our new location will pro-
vide a welcoming environ-
ment designed to better 
serve job seekers, employ-

ers, and community partners. 
We invite the public to visit 
our beautiful new space and 
explore all that we have to 
offer.

M a s s H i r e  H o l y o k e 
provides a wide range of 
career and workforce devel-
opment services, including 
job search assistance and 
workshops, fully equipped 
resource center, career coun-

seling, training programs, 
and employer recruitment 
support. Whether you’re an 
individual looking for your 
next career opportunity or a 
business seeking top talent, 
our team is here to help.

We look forward to 
welcoming you to our new 
home. Stay tuned for more 
details about our grand open-
ing and upcoming events.

Rummage Sale to be 
held at St. Paul’s Church

Tourism Committee accepting grant applicationsDominoes club 
held at library

HOLYOKE – Love 
the strategic game of dom-
inoes? Come play it at the 
Holyoke Public Library 
from 5 to 7 p.m. every 
Monday starting Monday, 
March 10. The weekly 
games will be held in the 
first-floor board room. 
For more information, call 
Abbey at 413-420-8101 or 
email abuedinger@holyo-
kelibrary.org. The event is 
geared toward adults.

Mini-golf, 
games at HPL

H O LYO K E  –  T h e 
library will host a minia-
ture golf and game event 
on Saturday, April 12 from 
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. There 
will be human foosball and 
other outdoor games, priz-
es at a lucky ticket auction, 
miniature golf taking place 
on every floor of the library, 
and much more. There is no 
cost for the event and all are 
welcome to attend.

H O LYO K E  –   T h e 
City of Holyoke’s Tourism 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 
(TAC), under the direc-
tion of the City’s Office 
of Planning and Economic 
Development in collab-
oration with the Local 
Cul tura l  Counci l ,  has 
avai lable  funds desig-
na ted  f rom the  Mass 
Gaming Mitigation Funds 
to support events related 
to tourism in the City of 
Holyoke. 

The Tourism Advisory 

Committee (TAC) sup-
ports projects that demon-
strate a clear public bene-
fit to Holyoke. 

T h e s e  f u n d s  c a n 
be used for event costs 
including talent booking, 
space rental, event level 
sponsorship and gener-
al costs associated with 
event planning. 

Funding will be made 
available to the widest 
range of community tour-
ism needs possible. Up 
to $2,000 per event can 

be requested through the 
application. 

Requests will be con-
sidered for events between 
June 2025 and July 2026. 

Vi s i t  t he  Tour i sm 
A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e 
(TAC) page on holyoke.
org for a link to the appli-
cation form and guide-
lines.

A p p l i c a t i o n s  w i l l 
open April 2 and close 
on May 2. Awards to be 
announced by the end 
June 2025. 
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Guest Column

Letters to the Editor

Dear Rusty: 
I have questions con-

cerning the deduction of 
money from my Social 
Security benefit amount 
as relates to the sale of 
investment property. 

I am 66 years old and 
have been drawing Social 
Security since I turned 
62. My wife is 56 and is a 
housewife and has no tax-
able income. Our income 
comes from our rental 
property and my Social 
Security benefit. I have 
decided to liquidate two 
of our properties, one was 
sold in December 2024, 
and one is in Escrow and 
is scheduled to close in 
March 2025. 

My normal Adjusted 
G r o s s  I n c o m e  h a s 
b e e n  r u n n i n g  a b o u t 
$30K-$32K. However, last 
year with the sale of the 
property I will receive a 
long-term capital gain 
profit of about $255,000. 
I did a rough calculation 
on what my AGI will be 
for 2024 and it looks to 
be about $318,000. How 
will this affect my Social 
S e c u r i t y  b e n e f i t  a n d 
will it have an effect on 
the amount I pay for my 
Part B Medicare Plan 
going forward? I have a 
Medicare Advantage plan. 

 My next question is 
about 2025, after the next 
property closes and I file 
taxes), my AGI with the 
long-term capital gain 
profit could be between 
$700,000-$800,000. How 
will this affect my benefits 
going forward? 

Signed: 
Prudent Investor 

 
Dear Prudent Investor: 

Actually, the gross 
amount of your Social 
Secur i ty  benefi t  wi l l 
not be affected by these 
transactions, but the net 
amount of your SS ben-
efit payment will change 
due to a provision known 
a s  I n c o m e - R e l a t e d 
M o n t h l y  A d j u s t m e n t 
Amount. IRMAA affects 
the Medicare premiums 
you pay from your Social 
Security benefit and a 
higher Medicare premium 
will result in a lower net 
Social Security payment. 

H e r e ’s  h o w  t h i s 
will work for you:Your 
M e d i c a r e  p r e m i u m s 
each year, typically for 
Medicare Part B and Part 
D are determined by look-
ing at your “Modified 
Adjusted Gross Income,” 
or  “MAGI” f rom two 
years  pr ior.  MAGI is 
your normal AGI plus 
any non-taxable interest 
you may have had. Since 
the property you sold in 
2024 will be reflected as 
part of your 2024 income, 
IRMAA will cause your 
2026 Medicare premi-
ums to be higher than the 
standard monthly 2026 

amount. How much high-
er depends on how much 
you exceed the income 
level for your IRS fil-
ing status. Using 2025 
rules, if you file as mar-
ried/jointly and your tax-
able income (MAGI) is 
more than $212,000 but 
less than $334,000 then, 
instead of paying the stan-
dard 2026 monthly Part 
B premium, you’ll each 
pay $370 per month for 
Medicare  Par t  B  and 
l ikely a  supplemental 
amount of $35.30 if your 
Advantage plan includes 
prescription drug cover-
age.  

Your Medicare pre-
miums are recalculated 
every year, again based 
on income from two years 
pr ior.  Thus ,  in  2027, 
IRMAA will also affect 
your Medicare premi-
ums and your net Social 
Security payment because 
of your 2025 real estate 
transaction. If your MAGI 
in  2025 wil l  be  over 
$750,000, then IRMAA 
will increase each of your 
2027 Medicare Part B 
premiums to $638.90 and 
likely also add a supple-
ment of $85.80 per month 
each to your Medicare 
Advantage premium for 
prescription drug cover-
age.

  The good news is 
in 2028 all of this will 
be behind you and your 
Medicare premiums will 
revert to whatever the 
standard monthly pre-
miums are for that year 
because your income lev-
els thereafter will pre-
sumably be below the 
then-IRMAA thresholds). 

For reference, here 
is a link to Medicare’s 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e 
Income-Related Monthly 
Adjustment Amount, or 
“IRMAA:” 

h t t p s : / / w w w. c m s .
g o v / n e w s r o o m / f a c t -
sheets /2025-medicare-
parts-b-premiums-and-de-
ductibles 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation and its staff 
are not affiliated with or 
endorsed by the Social 
Security Administration 
or any other governmen-
tal entity. This article is 
intended for information 
purposes and does not 
represent legal or finan-
cial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpre-
tations of the Association 
M a t u r e  C i t i z e n s 
Foundation’s staff, trained 
and accredited by the 
National Social Security 
Association  To submit a 
question, visit amacfoun-
d a t i o n . o rg / p ro g ra m s /
social-security-adviso-
ry or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amac founda t ion .
org. Russell Gloor is a 
Social Security advisor 
for AMAC.
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◗  Opinion

I received an email from 
a Worthington resident, 
who saw two sandhill 

cranes on Sunday, March 16.
It was most likely was 

just a coincidence. However, 
the next day March 17, 
I spotted a pair of sandhill 
cranes in my hayfield, a first 
ever sighting at that location. 

Several people report-
ed seeing sandhill cranes at 
various locations in town 
last year. There is a breeding 
pair, who successfully raised 
young, in nearby Hardwick.

The sandhill crane is 
a tall, 45,” gray, heron like 
bird. It has a dark red patch 
on its forehead and a black 
bill. Some of the feathers on 
the sandhill crane’s back are 

i ron s ta ined 
due possibly to 
preening from 
mud rich in 
that mineral.

Immature cranes are 
grayish with more rust 
stained feathers. They keep 
this plumage for two years. 
The female sandhill crane 
lays one to three olive eggs 
with dark marks in a mound 
like nest of weeds, grasses 
and marsh like plants placed 
on the ground or in shal-
low water. They migrate in 
flocks, feed on agricultural 
fields and roost in the cen-
ter of shallow lakes or riv-
ers. They display courtship 
behavior of jumping off the 
ground during their migra-

tion. They feed on seeds, 
agricultural grains and small 
animals.

Common mergansers
I received reports of 

seeing common mergansers. 
My daughter saw common 
mergansers in Hardwick. 
A Hubbardston couple also 
saw common mergansers. 
A Brimfield resident, who 
sends bird reports on a regu-
lar basis, saw common mer-
gansers at a pond in Warren 

Early spring questions for the Garden Lady

Lisa, who gardens in 
Belchertown, 
h a d  t h i s 

ques t ion for 
t he  Garden 
L a d y :  “ I 
saw a video 
o n l i n e  o f 
s o m e o n e 
using a weed 
w h a c k e r  t o 
c u t  d o w n 
their raspber-
ry plants. Why 
would they be doing that 
now? Aren’t they cutting off 
all of the fruiting buds? 

It’s sure interesting that 
you mention this particular 
topic! My husband and I 
stared at our raspberry plants 

and talked about getting 
out there to prune as 

well.  
Before  you 
g r a b  t h e 
weed whack-

e r  a n d 
head 

out, though, you have to 
know your raspberries. Do 
you have “summer bearing” 
or “ever-bearing?” 

If you have raspber-
ry plants that bear one crop 
each summer, you would not 
cut them down to the ground 
now because you would be 
removing all of the fruiting 
buds. The berries grow on 
canes that are a year old.  

All you would do to 
summer bearing raspberries 
now is prune out the canes 
that fruited last year if you 
haven’t already done so. 
They will look old and the 

bark will be shedding a bit. 
Another giveaway is that 
when you cut into them 

there is no green “liv-
ing” tissue.  

Ve r y  t h i n 
canes, or canes 
that are growing 
closer than six 

inches apart can also 
be cut down to the 
ground.

Pruning is a bit 
different for those of us that 
have “ever-bearing” raspber-
ries. You must decide if you 
want two smaller crops – one 
in the summer and one in the 
fall or one bumper crop in 
the fall.  

Chances are that the 
video you saw was of some-
one turning their “ever-bear-
ers” into “fall  bearers” 
instead, by cutting the canes 
that fruited in the fall all the 
way down to the ground. 
New canes will grow and in 
late August-early September 
they will fruit, in abundance, 
hopefully.  

If you like the idea of 
two crops, then do not prune 
away the canes that fruited 
last fall, but do cut off the 
tops of these canes. You’ll 
see evidence of old berry 
clusters. Cut just below that 

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing 
letters to the editor for publication on these pages. 
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents 
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing 
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke 
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or 
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a 
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received 
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s 

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No 
letters written by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters 
received is larger than the space available in the 
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed 
in the last edition before the election. 

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
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Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to 
all candidates, no political press releases will be 
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their 
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The 
Holyoke Sun.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor
MattersMatters

in my

By Ellenor Downer

inthe

Roberta McQuaid
by

Will my Medicare premium 
change because I sold 
investment property?

Sandhill crane

See BACKYARD, page 5

See GARDEN, page 5
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. State in 

southwestern India
  4. Pashto
 10. Corpuscle count 

(abbr.)
 11. Supervised release 

from prison
 12. Greeting
 14. Type of drug
 15. __ Sagan, 

astronomer
 16. Every year
 18. Nasal cavities
 22. Nova __, province
 23. In an inactive way
 24. Cream-colored 

root
 26. Nervous system 

disease
 27. Guitarist Clapton
 28. Three came to see 

Baby Jesus
 30. Lebowski’s 

nickname

 31. Play a role
 34. Not fresh
 36. Where golfers 

begin
 37. Negatives
 39. Wild goat
 40. Releasing 

hormone
 41. Makes up
 42. Fastens
 48. Exists in large 

numbers
 50. A connecting word
 51. A phase of the 

heartbeat
 52. Northern Ireland 

county
 53. An independent 

ruler or chieftain
 54. Pacific sea bream
 55. Commercial
 56. Azure
 58. Doctor of 

Education
 59. Protected oneself 

against loss
 60. Car mechanics 

group

CLUES DOWN
  1. Pastes for filling 

crevices
  2. Acquire
  3. Heralds
  4. News group
  5. Exact copies
  6. Particles
  7. Noted 20th C. 

performer Lena
  8. Tempted
  9. Midway between 

north and east
 12. Slotted, hinged 

metal plate
 13. South American 

hummingbird
 17. Neither
 19. Walk with 

confidence
 20. Omit when 

speaking
 21. Imperial Chinese 

currency
 25. A bakery 

specializing in 
French pastry

 29. Talk incessantly
 31. Ethnic group of 

Nigeria
 32. Longtime NY 

Times film critic
 33. Beginners
 35. Makes a trade
 38. Sleep
 41. Not moving
 43. Popular drink: Pina 

__
 44. Potential benefits
 45. A place you can 

get stuck in
 46. Ancient Greek City
 47. Chalcedony
 49. Rover
 56. Digraph
 57. Investment vehicle

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 10

April is Parkinson’s Disease Awareness Month, offering public education
B O S T O N  –  A p r i l 

i s  Parkinson’s  Disease 
Awareness Month and the 
American Parkinson Disease 
Association will commem-
orate the month with a “Did 
You Know?” campaign that 
will educate the public about 
Parkinson’s Disease. 

They will  highlight 
everything from statistics 
and symptoms to person-
al stories and ways to get 
involved while also helping 
those affected by Parkinson 
Disease feel empowered with 
the resources and support they 
need. 

Th rough  a  na t i on-
wide network of Chapters 
and Information & Referral 
Centers, APDA works every 
day to provide the support, 
education and research that 
will help everyone impacted 
by PD live life to the fullest. 
The APDA Massachusetts 
Chapter and APDA I&R 
Center at Boston University 
School of Medicine work in 

tandem to support people liv-
ing with PD throughout the 
Commonwealth and beyond, 
as well as their care partners 
and loved ones, by helping 
them assemble the resources, 
support and medical exper-
tise they need to feel more 
empowered, connected and 
optimistic. 

Throughout Parkinson’s 
Disease Awareness Month 
and always,  the APDA 
Massachusetts Chapter and 
APDA I&R Center at Boston 
University have a variety of 
programs and events planned, 
with many ways for people 
to get involved. April is the 
perfect time to register for the 
39th Annual Massachusetts 
Optimism Walk, which will 
take place on Sunday, May 
18 in Framingham as part 
of a nationwide initiative 
to raise awareness and vital 
funds for the PD communi-
ty. The Optimism Walk series 
is a cornerstone of APDA’s 
efforts to empower indi-

viduals living with PD and 
their families while advanc-
ing research towards better 
treatments and, ultimately, a 
cure. Additionally, through-
out the month, APDA will 
share educational information 
and resources on all APDA 
social media channels using 
#DidYouKnow. 

With approximately one 
million people living with PD 
in the United States: 21,000 
of which are in Massachusetts 
and 90,000 new diagnoses 
every year, it is critical to 
engage, inform and support 
the PD community and raise 
public awareness about the 
disease. Parkinson’s Disease 
Awareness Month is the per-
fect time to shine a spotlight 
on this issue. 

“With a new diagno-
sis every six minutes, nearly 
7,200 people in this coun-
try will learn they have PD 
in April alone,” states Cathi 
Thomas, RN, MS, Program 
Coordinator at the APDA I&R 

Center at Boston University. 
“Here in Massachusetts, we 
are the boots on the ground. 
From support groups and 
exercise classes to education-
al events and access to PD 
experts, APDA is here for 
every member of our local PD 
community, working tireless-
ly to help make their journey 
more positive.” 

Beyond Massachusetts, 
APDA offers extensive vir-
tual programming and a 
robust resource library with 
many resources available 
in Spanish and Mandarin/
Simplified Chinese to ensure 
that all members of the PD 
community have access to 
high-quality information and 
services no matter where they 
live and to help them to feel 
connected to the community 
even from a distance. From 
popular webinar series like 
Dr. Gilbert Hosts, Unlocking 
Strength Within, and Let’s 
Keep Moving with APDA to 
a variety of virtual exercise 

and movement classes, there is 
something for everyone. 

Support from the pub-
lic is crucial and Parkinson’s 
Disease Awareness Month is 
an especially meaningful time 
to take action to help those 
coping with this progressive 
neurodegenerative movement 
disorder. People can support 
by raising awareness of PD 
and/or by making a donation 
that will enable APDA to con-
tinue their critical work and 
fund research that will lead to 
better treatments and ultimate-
ly, a cure. Every effort makes 
a difference. 

T h e  A P D A 
Massachusetts Chapter and 
APDA I&R Center at Boston 
University offer a wide range 
of Parkinson’s disease pro-
grams, resources, education, 
and support. To learn more, 
visit www.apdaparkinson.org/
ma, email apdama@apdapar-
kinson.org or call 800-651-
8466.

The American Parkinson 

Disease Association is a 
nationwide grassroots net-
work dedicated to fight-
ing Parkinson’s disease and 
works tirelessly to assist the 
more than one million people 
with PD in the United States 
live life to the fullest in the 
face of this chronic, neuro-
logical disorder. Founded in 
1961, APDA has raised and 
invested more than $313 
million to provide outstand-
ing patient services and edu-
cational programs, elevate 
public awareness about the 
disease and support research 
designed to unlock the mys-
teries of PD and end this 
disease. To join in the fight 
against Parkinson’s dis-
ease and to learn more about 
the support APDA provides 
nationally through a network 
of Chapters and Information 
& Referral Centers, as well as 
a national Research Program 
and Centers for Advanced 
Research, people may visit us 
at www.apdaparkinson.org.

 In The News ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

point, leaving the rest of the 
cane. 

New buds will form 
here, and these will be your 
first, summer crop. Do also 
cut away any remaining dead 
canes, and thin or too close 
together canes as mentioned 
above.

Christi wrote in with 
this question about her 
Rhododendrons, “I noticed 
that parts of my rhododen-
dron (as well as others in 
my ne ighborhood)  a re 
curled and perhaps dead. 
They normally curl when it 
gets really cold, but unfurl 
when it gets warm.  Today 
is 65 degrees and parts have 
still not unfurled. I was 
wondering why this hap-
pened and what suggestions 

you might have.”
Rhododendrons curl 

their leaves in the cold 
as a defense mechanism 
to reduce the overall sur-
face area of the leaf in an 
effort to curb moisture loss. 
Sometimes it works and 
sometimes it doesn’t work 
as well.  

Take, for example, if the 
plant was already stressed 
when it entered winter; then 
this process may not have 
the same effect.  Perhaps we 
didn’t have sufficient rain 
and supplemental water 
wasn’t provided, then the 
plant’s efforts of curling 
their leaves may not get 
them through the winter 
unscathed, especially the 
incredibly windy winter we 
had.  

Once the ground thaws, 

give the shrubs a drink and if 
indeed these branches don’t 
respond as spring weather 
continues, it may be time 
to do some corrective prun-
ing. Oftentimes, stems that 
are cut back to well within 
the shrub respond with new 
growth that will rejuvenate 
the rest of the plant, mak-
ing it look better and better. 
Good luck!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in 
the subject line.  

GARDEN, from page 4

last week. There was a large 
section of open water. He 
also saw lots of mallard, 
Canada geese, a few black 
ducks and a hooded mer-
ganser.

Bald eagles
The Brimfield resident 

in an email on March 8 said, 
“Yesterday in Ludlow I vis-
ited an eagle’s nest on the 
bank of the Chicopee River. 
Eagles have nested in this 
area for over ten years with 
four different nest loca-
tions. I first found a nest 
across the Chicopee River 
in Springfield that was vis-
ible from Ludlow. Then the 
nest was on the Ludlow side 
of the river for one year. I 
lost track of the nest for a 
few years when it was in a 
tree that subsequently fell 
down. I was told about the 
fourth and current nest three 
years ago. If the bird on the 
nest is the female that has 
been nesting in this area and 
had at least one young two 
years ago she is banded and 
is twenty years old.”

Two of my grandchil-

dren and I saw a mature 
bald eagle perched in a 
tree at the edge of my hay-
field on Saturday, March 
15. I stopped the car and 
my granddaughter, Lizzie, 
got out of the car to take 
a photo with her cell-
phone. I said the eagle 
will probably fly away. As 
she approached, the eagle 
turned its head to watch 
her. As she approached it 
bent down, opened its tail 
feathers displaying the 
white feathers and then 
took off. She got a photo of 
its white tail. 

The Brimfield resident 
saw two bald eagles at a 
pond in Warren, an adult and 
an immature. The imma-
ture eagle flushed up some 
ducks while flying around 
the pond. On another day 
he saw four eagles, two 
adult and two immature. An 
Oakham resident also saw a 
bald eagle recently.

Other birds 
The same person saw 

a great blue heron, hooded 
mergansers, three ringed 
bill gulls and a small flock 
of red-winged blackbirds. 

Earlier this month, he said, 
“Two fox sparrows showed 
in the afternoon, always 
nice to see them. A pair of 
blue birds are irregular vis-
itors as are sharp-shinned 
hawks. Last week an adult 
chased juncos into a quince 
bush without success. And 
this week an immature 
sharpie was in the yard for 
awhile.”

He said he takes in his 
feeders at night as bears 
should be out and about. 
He read an article that the 
skunk cabbage is up and is 
a sign that so are the bears. 
Black bears eat skunk cab-
bage leaves in the spring 
when they first emerge from 
the dens to “kick start” their 
digestive system. They also 
return to their favorite feed-
ing grounds, often back 
yard bird feeders.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

BACKYARD, from page 4
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City Councilor Israel Rivera walks the parade route with an adorable  
future councilor.

Rohan Award winner Devin 
Sheehan waves to the crowd.

Parade President John Beaulieu takes his spot in the parade.

Newly installed Police Chief 
Brian Keenan marches in his 
first parade.

Past Marshalls ride on a float.

Mayor Joshua Garcia marches 
in his fourth parade.

JFK Award winner Bridget Moynahan heads down the parade route.

Members of the Holyoke Medical Center march.

The Holyoke Caledonian Pipe 
Band performs.

The Holyoke High School band performs.

Grand Marshall James Lavelle 
leads the Holyoke contingent.

The Grand Colleen and her court head down the parade route.

G a l l i v a n  A w a r d  J a m e s 
Meenaghan.

Members of the City Council march.

Holyoke Roots show off their 
skills.

Holyoke Pediatrics Associates wave at the crowd while marching.

Ancient Order of Hibernians had an Irish step dancer on their float.

R e c e i v e r / S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Anthony Soto waves to the 
crowd.

United Horizons sends its red wagon float down the parade route.

Congressman Richard Neal walks with the Ambassador of Ireland 
Geraldine Byrne Naso. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

CHICOPEE – The 
P ioneer  Va l l ey  Gi r l s 
S u bu r b a n  B a s ke t b a l l 
L e a g u e  w a s  a l w a y s 
very special to Eileen 
Monaghan.  

G r o w i n g  u p  i n 
Ch icopee ,  Monaghan 
played for a Suburban 
League basketball team. 
She then coached her 
d a u g h t e r ’s  S u bu r b a n 
League teams. In recent 
years,  Monaghan was 
one of the referees in the 
league.

Monaghan most likely 
would’ve been back on the 
basketball court refereeing 
Suburban League games 
this winter, but she was 
tragically killed last April.       

S u bu r b a n  L e a g u e 
Commissioner Joe Ciejka, 
who’s from Ware, couldn’t 
recall another person who 

played, coached and was 
a referee in the Suburban 
League during the past 40 
years. 

“I believe Eileen is the 
first person to play, coach, 
and has been a referee 
in the Suburban league,” 
C ie jka  sa id .  “E i l een 
brought an incredible spir-
it to the Suburban League 
and the kindness of hearts. 
Even though her heart has 
been silenced, we’re not 
going to let her spirit ever 
die.”        

The inaugural Eileen 
Monaghan Sportsmanship 
Award was given to the 
Gateway 5 /6 th  grade 
basketbal l  team prior 
to the start of the 5/6th 
grade Division 2 cham-
pionship game between 
E a s t h a m p t o n  a n d 
Hampshire, which took 
place at Chicopee Comp 

Sun shines bright on Holyoke’s 48th St. Patrick’s Road Race
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – For the 
first time in several years, it 
was gorgeous weather for the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road 
Race last Saturday afternoon 
the city streets.

More than 6,000 peo-
ple participated in this year’s 
event, with nearly 5,000 par-
ticipants finishing the 10K, or 
6.2-mile course.

This year, it was Samuel 
Whittaker of Salem, CT, who 
finished the race in 31:24. 

Alex Corbett, who placed sec-
ond in last year’s race, came 
in 23 seconds later at 31:47.

The top female finisher 
was Angelia Rafter at 34:13 
and she placed 12th overall. 
Rafter is from Glastonbury, 
CT.

Among local finishers, 
Matt Provost of Monson was 
19th overall at 35:09. Ryan 
Davis of South Hadley was a 
close 20th at 35:10. Lindsay 
Smith of South Hadley fin-
ished 22nd at 35:12.

While the race course, 
commonly known as a “hilly” 

course throughout downtown 
Holyoke ending with a turn 
off Beech St. and up the hill 
on Hampden St. toward the 
finish line remained large-
ly the same, there was one 
noticeable change in this 
year’s event.

Presidential Timing took 
over the official timing duties 
after 4RUN3 went out of busi-
ness last year. Those look-
ing for more results from the 
events can go to www.pres-
identialtiming.com to look 
at more specific results from 
the race. Like previous tim-

ers, you can look up people by 
name and bib number to get 
more specific results.

The road race once 
again kicked off an excellent 
weekend celebrating the St. 
Patrick’s Day holiday and also 
helped to prepare several par-
ticipants in this year’s event 
for future races in the coming 
months, including the Boston 
Marathon, which will take 
place on Monday, April 21.

With the weather being 
much warmer, there were 
less participants in costumes, 
though plenty of harriers were 
wearing the green tutus that 
are often a part of each year’s 
race.

Suburban League 
starts new award in 
honor of late coach

Calvin Godbolt grabs a layup.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.comSee COACH, page 9

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Calvin Godbolt approaches the basket during the second half of the 
Senior All-Star Game.

Godbolt 
represents 
Holyoke at 
Senior All-
Star Game

SPRINGFIELD – Last 
Thursday evening, Calvin 
Godbolt of Holyoke High 
School, represented the 
school in the High School 
Senior All-Star Games held 
at the Naismith Memorial 
Basketball Hall of Fame.

The participants are off in the 48th running of the Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Samuel Whittaker crosses the first line first overall.

E l i jah  Quinn was one of 
Holyoke’s top finishers at 36:34.

Owen Cubi is ready to celebrate 
as he finishes at 36:43.

Mia McDonald finishes at 41:08.
Holyoke’s Matthew Czepiel 
comes in at 44:58.

Ryan Kennedy gets the race 
done at 48:31.

Alex Corbett takes second in the 
race for the second year in a 
row.

Female winner Angelia Rafter 
crosses the finish line at 34:13.

See RACE, page 9
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

CANAMS 1973 MX1, 125, complete 
minus frame. Unused factored created 
engine 175cc. 1975 TNT 250 frame/parts, 
$2000. 1947 Crosby Coupe frame off res-
toration, $7500. 1999 Mom’s Buick Presi-
dential Custom Century, 54,000 miles, one 
owner, registered, garaged, all scheduled 
maintenance records, $5500. Late 50’s 
Toro Reel lawnmower, beautifull restored 
$100. Two sheets, 4’x8’ 1/2 inch new 3m 
plexiglas $100. 165 milk crates, colonial 
thru 1920 bottle cache. Historic colonial 
hand-tooled redstones; Benches, Wells, 
Ballards, Yankee Cobbles, Darby Marble, 
Italian Travintine, much more. 413-262-
4775.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks, 
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive, 
fire department, masonic, license 
plates, beer cans, barware, books, 
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting, 
fishing, signs, and more Donald Roy 
(860) 874-8396

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

QUALITY FENCE INSTALLATION
20+ years experience. Free estimates.

Brodeur Construction
Call 413-388-6501

WATER IN YOUR BASEMENT?
Sump pump repairs & installations, and 
other draining solutions!

Call Gary Guertin Excavating 
(413)531-3538

ELECTRICIAN

CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS.

Residential electrical service, mini splits, 
EV chargers, smoke detection. Fully in-
sured. Licensed #22882A. Mike 413-210-
9140.

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING 
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24 
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior 
 Finish carpentry, framing,

 window & door replacement,
drywall, painting and decks. 
Competitive pricing. Insured.  

Call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212.

TUNE-UPS

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

SAW Stump Grinding
Call for a Free Estimate, 

Veteran Owned, Fully Insured

WWW.SAWSTUMPGRINDING.COM
413-213-5470

ASSOCIATE DENTIST. 
Baystate Dental Practice, LLC. 

Belchertown, MA.
Diagnose, prevent & treat teeth & tissue 
problems. DMD or DDS. 
Apply https://www.dentalcarealli-
ance.net/dental-jobs-search/

Light Equipment Operator /Laborer
The Granby Highway Department has a 
40 hour per week position available for a 
Light Equipment Operator/Laborer. This 
position requires the ability to operate 
various types of machinery, hand tools 
and equipment (examples include lawn-
mowers, plows, sanders, asphalt paving 
equipment). The position is Grade 3 clas-
sification. Steps within this grade range 
from $18.72- $24.42 per hour. A valid 
Massachusetts class A or B CDL driver’s 
license is required. Special consideration 
will be given to candidates who possess 
the higher license class, or additional 
licenses and or relevant construction ex-
perience that would be determined to be 
beneficial to the operations of the Highway 
Department. Please contact the Highway 
Superintendent at 413-467-7575 at the 
Highway Garage (15 Crescent St, 
Granby MA 01033) for further informa-
tion, a copy of the job description and /or 
an application for employment. Applica-
tions will be accepted through May 1, 2025.

The Town of Huntington is seeking a full-
time Highway Truck Driver/Equip-
ment Operator/Laborer. Applicants 
must possess a Massachusetts Class B 
CDL with Air Brake Endorsement and pos-
sess or be able to obtain 2B or higher & 
4G Hoisting Engineer’s licenses within 6 
months of hire.  $27.50 to $28.79 per hour 
based on qualifications.  Application and 
complete job description are available on-
line at www.huntingtonma.us or by 
emailing admin@huntingtonma.us. 
Position is open until filled.  Town of Hun-
tington is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

FOR RENT

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

WANTED SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

A&M TUNE-UPS
Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 

Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home.

STUMP GRINDING
FREE PICKUP OF 

UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT
Call Mike (413) 348-7967

LAWN TRACTOR & MOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR

Advertise your 
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT
SERVICES 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS!
Call 413-283-8393

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.

We get results!
Call 413-283-8393

Read your local 
newspaper online at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
MONDAY AT NOONFRIDAY AT 2 PM
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD25P0584EA 
Estate of: 

Dennis C Carboneau 
Also Known As: 

Dennis Carboneau 
Date of Death: 02/26/2025 
INFORMAL PROBATE 

PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Joan E Simard 
of Westfield, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate. 

Joan E Simard of Westfield, 
MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/28/2025

CITY OF HOLYOKE
PURCHASING 
DEPARTMENT

INVITATION TO BID
 CBDG SIDEWALK 
IMPROVEMENTS 

BIDS ARE DUE BY 2:00 PM 
ON APRIL 15, 2025

 POTENTIAL BIDDERS 
MUST BE MASSDOT 

PREQUALIFIED IN THE 
CATEGORY HIGHWAY 

SIDEWALK & CURBING
ESTIMATED CONTRACT 

VALUE IS $347,815/YR 
FOR 3YRS. 

The City of Holyoke invites 
sealed bids for its 2025-2027 
CDBG Sidewalk Improvements 
Project. Work will occur at a 
number of locations across the 
City.

Bidding procedures shall be in 
accordance with the provisions 
of M.G.L. Chapter 30B, Section 
39 M, as amended and Chapter 
149, Sections 26-27B inclusive 
and Section 44A-44I inclusive. 
Federal funds are being used to 
fund this project. Respondents 
must be eligible to receive Fed-
eral funds and must comply with 
all Federal requirements.

Sealed bids for the General 
Contract will be received until 
2:00 PM, on April 15, 2025.

All bids may be mailed or 
hand-delivered to the above spec-
ified receiving address prior to 
the time specified hereunder, in 
accordance with the procedures 
set forth in the INSTRUCTIONS 
TO BIDDERS.

Every Bid and shall be accom-
panied by a bid deposit, in an 
amount not less than five percent 
(5%) of the bid amount, in the 
form of a bid bond; or a certified 

check; or a treasurer’s check; or 
by cashier’s check issued by a 
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny, made payable to the City of 
Holyoke.

Beginning at 10 AM on 
March 19, 2025, all project doc-
uments will be distributed and 
supplied by the City of Holyoke’s 
in electronic format only. Submit 
requests for documents to Jaime 
Morrow, Chief Procurement Of-
ficer, at morrowj@holyoke.org 
between the hours of 8:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM. Requests shall in-
clude firm name and address, 
contact name and title, email ad-
dress, and telephone number and 
fax number.

The City of Holyoke reserves 
the right to reject any and all bids 
if in the best interest of the city. 
No electronic submissions will 
be accepted. 
03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning Board 

will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 836-
3939-8493; CALL IN *67 
646.558 8656 to hear, pursuant to 
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, 
Special Permit to Exceed Fence 
Height (Sec 4.6.3.2); Holyoke 
Landing BESS (2025-13), at 0 
Lower Westfield Rd & Holvoke 
Street(117-00-005A), submitted 
by Amanda Henry/ Convergent 
Energy & Power, LLC.

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be seen in the Office 
of Planning and Economic De-
velopment at 20 Korean Veterans 
Plaza, 8:30 am-4:30 pm, M-F.

APPLICANT: 
Amanda Henry/ Convergent 

Energy & Power, LLC.
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch, 

03/21, 03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing 

536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040
Request for Quotes 

2025-31COA
Exterior Painting of the 

Council on Aging
The City of Holyoke is seeking 

quotes for painting services at the 
Council on Aging located at 291 
Pine Street, Holyoke, MA 01040. 
All quote submission need to be 
inclusive of all labor and materi-
als need to complete the job. The 
city intends to award the contract 
the lowest, responsive and re-
sponsible quoter. The following 
scope of work is needed:

- Paint the Entire exterior of the 
Council on Aging Building. Color 
to be matched with Sherwin Wil-
liams SuperPaint Low lustre Ex-
terior Paint. There will be 3 Col-
ors needed to complete this job. 
Documents are available electron-
ically on 3/26/25 by requesting 
from morrowj@holyoke.org

Non-Mandatory but highly 
recommended site visit will be 
held on April 8, 2025 10:30 AM 
at the Council on Aging located 
at 291 Pine Street, Holyoke MA. 
Quotes are due no later than 
April 22, 2025 at 2PM. Docu-
ments can be sent electronically

to morrowj@holyoke.org with 
the language “Quote Submis-
sion for 2025-31COA” in the

subject line. Prevailing Wages 
must be paid. A current Prevail-
ing Wage Rate sheet is attached 
to this solicitation, and proof of 
Prevailing Wage payroll must be 
submitted to the city. The city 

follows MGL Ch.149 and all ap-
plicable bidding laws. The city 
reserves the right to reject any 
and all quotes if in the best inter-
est of the city. 
03/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25P0591EA

Estate of: 
Evelyn Margaret Gorman 
Date of Death: 12/14/2023

CITATION ON PETITION 
FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Pro-

bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative has 
been filed by Renee C Dewhurst 
behalf of Society of the Daugh-
ters of the Heart of Mary of 
Holyoke, MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Renee C Dewhurst behalf of 
Society of the Daughters of the 
Heart of Mary of Holyoke, MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre-
sentative(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond in 
unsupervised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/18/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 21, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Division
Docket No. 

HD23P1814EA 
Estate of: 

Norberta  E. Hart

Also Known As: 
Norberta G. Hart 

Date of Death: 
January 29, 2022 

INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in the 

above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner Meghan Har-
rison of West Springfield, MA. 

Meghan Harrison of West 
Springfield, MA

has been informally appointed 
as the Personal Representative of 
the estate to serve without surety 
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure 
by the Personal Representative 
under the Massachusetts Uni-
form Probate Code without su-
pervision by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required to 
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration 
from the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets 
and expenses of administration. 
Interested parties are entitled 
to petition the Court to institute 
formal proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restricting 
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal 
procedure. A copy of the Petition 
and Will, if any, can be obtained 
from the Petitioner. 
03/28/2025

City of Holyke
Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning Board 

will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 
83639398493; CALL IN 1 646 
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to 
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, 
a Special Permit for a Parking 
Reduction (Sec 6.1.7), Dimen-
sional Regulation (Sec 8.8.4), 
and Increase Fence Height (Sec 
4.6.3.2) to allow a temporary 
fence for construction purposes, 
submitted by Holyoke Housing 
Authority (2025-9) (2025-10) 
(2025-11) located at 354 Chest-
nut Street (009-06-004).

For a complete copy of the 
application and site plan, contact 
the Planning Department at (413) 
322-5575. 

APPLICANT: 
Holyoke Housing Authority 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch, Chairperson  

03/21, 03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning Board 

will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 836 
3939 8493; Call in *67 646 558 
8656 to hear a Special Permit to 
exceed fence height (Sec 4.6.3.2) 
for a temporary fence for con-
struction purposes as indicated 
in the plans as received for 679 
& 689 Main Street, & Beauileu 
Street (055-00-009.2, 009, 009.1), 
submitted by JLL Real Estate. 
LLC c/o Richard Kowalski 
(2024-29). 

For a complete copy of the 
application and site plan, con-
tact the Planning Department at 
( 413) 322-5575. 

APPLICANT: 
JLL Real Estate. LLC 
c/o Richard Kowalski 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch, Chairperson  

03/21, 03/28/2025

THE COMMONWEALTH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS

MASSACHUSETTS 
DEPARTMENT OF 

TRANSPORTATION
HIGHWAY DIVISION

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC 
INFORMATIONAL 

MEETING
Project Description: 

Chicopee
 Bridge Replacement, 

Br# C-13-038 I-391 over
 Route 116 

(Chicopee Street)
Project File No. 612187 

A Public Informational Meet-
ing will be held by MassDOT to 
discuss the proposed project in 
Chicopee, MA.

WHERE: Legacy Church
780 Chicopee Street
Chicopee, MA 01013

WHEN: Thursday, 
April 3rd, 2025, 6:00 PM 

PURPOSE: The purpose of 
this meeting is to provide the 
public with the opportunity to 
become fully acquainted with the 
proposed project.  All views and 
comments made at the meeting 
will be reviewed and considered 
to the maximum extent possible.

PROPOSAL: The proposed 
project consists of the full re-
placement of the Vietnam Veter-
ans’ Memorial Bridge which car-
ries I-391 over Route 116, locally 
known as Chicopee Street, in the 
Willimansett neighborhood of 
Chicopee.  The existing bridge 
is a concrete structure, original-
ly opened to traffic in 1979.  It 
provides three northbound lanes 
(towards Holyoke) and three 
southbound lanes (towards Chi-
copee), though the left lanes of 
both directions are currently 
closed to traffic.  Though safe for 
all users, this bridge has reached 
the end of its useful lifespan and 
must be replaced.  MassDOT 
proposes to replace the exist-
ing structure with a new bridge 
which will provide three lanes in 
each direction, a 75-year design 
life span, and incorporate mod-
ern bridge design elements to 
reduce maintenance impacts to 
the Willimansett neighborhood 
and the traveling public.  During 
demolition of the existing struc-
ture and construction of the new 
bridge, some limited detours and 
closures may be required to en-
sure public safety, but in general, 
MassDOT will seek to maintain 
traffic on both Chicopee Street 
and I-391.  We invite all mem-
bers of the community to attend 
the meeting and learn more about 
this project.

This location is accessible to 
people with disabilities. Mass-
DOT provides  reasonable ac-
commodations and/or language 

assistance free of charge  upon 
request (including but not limited 
to interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages oth-
er than English, open or closed 
captioning for videos, assistive 
listening devices and alternate 
material formats, such as audio 
tapes, Braille and large print), as 
available.   For accommodation 
or  language assistance, please 
contact MassDOT’s Chief Diver-
sity and Civil Rights Officer by 
phone (857-368-8580), fax (857-
368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-
0603) or by email (MassDOT.
CivilRights@dot.state.ma.us).  
Requests should be made as soon 
as possible prior to the meeting, 
and for more difficult to arrange 
services including sign-language, 
CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be 
made at least ten (10) business 
days before the meeting.  

In the event of inclement 
weather a cancellation announce-
ment will be posted on the inter-
net at https://www.mass.gov/
orgs/highway-division/events. 

JONATHAN GULLIVER
HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATOR

CARRIE E. LAVALLEE
CHIEF ENGINEER

03/21, 03/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25C0078CA 
In the matter of: 

Migdalia Reyes Morales
aka: Migdalia Alicea

CITATION ON PETITION TO 
CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name 
of Adult has been filed by 
Migdalia Reyes Morales aka 
Migdalia Alicea of Hoyoke, MA 
requesting that the court enter a 
Decree changing their name to: 

Migdalia Alicea
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at: 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/17/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  March 20, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/28/2025

The city also had excel-
lent cooperation from the 
Holyoke Police Department, 
Holyoke Fire Department, the 
Massachusetts State Police, 
and Cataldo Ambulance, 
which provided public safe-
ty services for the event this 
year. 

The race was kicked with 
a beautiful rendition of the 
Star Spangled Banner sung by 
Kate Caligaris and JFK Award 
winner and celebrity Bridget 
Moynahan shot the opening 
gun.

This year, there were four 
waves of runners followed by 
the fifth wave, which included 
walkers on the course. 

Among the participants, 
there were nearly 400 partic-
ipants in the race who were 
under 18-years-old.

RACE, from page 7

on March 9. 
“I think the sports-

manship award is very spe-
cial because it shows how 
many lives that my mom 
touched,” said Kathleen 
Brooks, who is Eileen’s 
youngest daughter. “She 
just loved girls sports, espe-
cially basketball. She prob-
ably would’ve been very 
proud of this award.” 

Brooks, who presented 
the sportsmanship award to 
Gateway, graduated from 
Chicopee Comp in 2019 
where she played soccer, 
basketball, and lacrosse.

Her older sister, Ashley 
Rouleau, played two sports 
at Comp. 

The Gateway Suburban 
League basketball team 
didn’t win any games this 
season, but the players cel-

ebrated small victories and 
kept a positive attitude on 
the court. 

“Being selected as the 
first sportsmanship award 
winner in the Suburban 
League is very special,” said 
Gateway head coach Peter 
Sadler. “We didn’t have a 
lot of experienced play-
ers this year, but we kept 
improving throughout the 
season. We came close to 
winning a couple of games. 
We just focused on doing 
one thing to get better in 
each game. The girls never 
gave up and kept a positive 
attitude.”     

The members of the 
Gateway girls’ basketball 
team are Victoria Barnes, 
Riley Chornyar, Liv Dulude, 
Lila Castro,  Senavieve 
Rosseau, Fiona Hallowell, 
Faith Chretlen,  Eveyln 
Sadler,  Abigail  Sadler, 

Emma Johnson, and Alyvia 
Kaynowski. 

The Suburban League 
referees  voted for  the 
Sportsmanship Award.

Unlike her daughters, 
Monaghan graduated from 
Chicopee High School. She 
played soccer and basket-
ball for the Lady Pacers. 
She was inducted into the 
Chicopee Athletic Hall of 
Fame in 2013. Monaghan 
also played soccer and bas-
ketball at Western New 
England College. She was 
inducted into the WNEC 
Hall of Fame in 2006.  

“My mom was always 
very humble, but she always 
told us that she loved play-
ing sports,” Brooks said. 
“She didn’t score 1,000 
career point in high school, 
but she did at WNEC. She 
always worked very hard 
and that’s what she wanted 

everyone else to do.”   
Monaghan graduated 

from college with a bach-
elor’s degree in manage-
ment. She was the Chief-
of-Staff for Chicopee State 
Represen ta t ive  Joseph 
Wagner for twenty-one 
years. She was also the 
Execut ive Assis tant  to 
Sheriff Nick Cocchi at the 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Monaghan was also 
a summer league soccer 
coach. Her older brother, 
John, coached the girls’ 
summer league soccer team 
at that same time. The two 
siblings battled against each 
other several times. 

“It was a lot of fun 
coaching against my sis-
ter’s summer league soc-
cer team,” John Monaghan 
said. “Having the Suburban 
League name their sports-

manship award in her honor 
really means a lot to the 
family. She put a lot of time 
and effort into sports. She 
just wanted to help the kids 
get better.”  

 A high school girls 
varsity basketball team will 
also be receiving the Eileen 
Monaghan Sportsmanship 
Award on March 20. 

“We had high school 
Sportsmanship Award for 
about six or seven years, 
but then it stopped due to 
the COVID-19 Pandemic,” 
Ciejka said. “We’re going to 
be bringing the high school 
sportsmanship award back 
in Eileen’s name at our ref-
eree’s banquet on March 
20.”     

The Gateway play-
ers didn’t get to play in the 
Suburban League finals this 
year, but it was still a very 
special day for them.

COACH from page 7

See NOTICES, page 10

 Sports ◗

 Public Notices ◗

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.
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FUNDING AVAILABLE:
FFY 2026 & 2027 

Older Americans Act Grant 
Applications
Title III-B 

Older Adult Support Services 
Title III-E 

Family Caregivers Support
Access Care Partners (ACP) 

announces the availability of 
Older Americans Act funds in 
Federal Fiscal Years (FFY) 2026 
and 2027, through the Request for 
Proposal (RFP) process.

Grants will be awarded through 
a competitive proposal review 
process, to support and extend 
comprehensive and coordinated 
services enabling persons age 
60 and over to remain living in 
their homes and communities. 
The ACP Area Agency on Aging 
service region includes the com-
munities of Holyoke, Chicop-
ee, South Hadley, Belchertown, 
Granby, Ware and Ludlow.

All interested applicants must 
submit a Letter of Intent (“LOI”). 
We encourage LOIs from organi-
zations interested in using these 
funds to offer innovative pro-
gramming to assist populations in 
the greatest social and economic 
need including racial/ethnic mi-
norities; individuals with limited 
English proficiency (LEP); mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community; 
older adults residing in rural ar-
eas;  and other populations living 
in isolated conditions. 

FFY 2026 grant year is October 
1, 2025 through September 30, 
2026. FFY 2027 grant year is Oc-
tober 1, 2026 through September 
30, 2027.  Satisfactory program 
performance is required during 
the first year of funding in order 
to receive the grant for a second 
year.

Title III-B grant programs re-
quire a 15% local match. A sin-
gle grant award will be approved 
for one provider of legal services 
for older adults in the amount of 
$20,000.00.

Title III-B proposals must sup-
port or extend (1) access to ser-
vices, (2) in-home services, (3) 
legal services, and/or (4) commu-

nity-based services, for minority 
and lower income older adults (60 
years +). Examples of targeted 
services that will receive priority 
consideration include programs 
addressing social isolation, tech-
nology supports and training 
for older adults, caregiver and 
dementia-related programming, 
companion services, and other 
essential gap-filling programs 
designed to promote the indepen-
dence of older adults and support 
caregivers.

Title III-E grant programs re-
quire a 25% local match. Title 
III-E proposals must support (1)  
Adult family members or other 
non-paid caregivers aged 18 & 
older providing care to individ-
uals 60 years of age or older, or 
to an individual of any age living 
with Alzheimer’s Disease or re-
lated dementia; (2) Grandparents 
or other relatives (not parents) 55 
years of age and older providing 
care to children under the age 18; 
(3) Grandparents and other rela-
tives (including parents) 55 years 
of age and older providing care to 
an adult with a disability who is 
age 18-59 years old. 

Letters of Intent must include: 
A brief program description, 
projected starting/ending dates, 
community(ies) to be served, es-
timated number of unduplicated 
persons to be served, estimated 
number of service units to be de-
livered in each grant year and pro-
jected program budget.

Letters of Intent must be re-
ceived by mail no later than 4:00 
p.m. on Friday, May 2, 2025 and 
addressed to: Access Care Part-
ners, 4 Valley Mill Rd., Holyoke, 
MA, 01040, Attn: Sarah Aasheim.  
Submissions received after that 
time will not be accepted.

A virtual Technical Assistance 
meeting for applicants will be 
hosted on Zoom on Wednesday, 
4/9/25, 1:00-2:00.   Zoom Access 
Info Meeting ID# 858 9377 6407, 
Passcode:  435663.  Additional in-
quiries may be directed to: Sarah 
Aasheim, Director of Commu-
nity Programs:  saasheim@ac-
cesscarepartners.org or 413-538-
9020, ext. 536.

This Request for Proposals 

does not commit Access Care 
Partners to award a contract. 
Any and all grant awards or pro-
vider agreements are subject to 
available funds, compliance with 
applicable federal and state direc-
tives, and review and approval by 
the Board of Directors at Access 
Care Partners, Inc. Access Care 
Partners, Inc. reserves the right 
to reject any or all proposals, re-
quest more information or call for 
new proposals at any time during 
the process, and waive any for-
mality in the bidding in the best 
interest of Access Care Partners, 
Inc. Bids from Minority Busi-
ness Enterprises (MBEs), Wom-
en Business Enterprises (WBEs), 
Minority and Women Nonprof-
it Organizations (M/WNPOs), 
Veteran Business Enterprises 
(VBEs), Service-Disabled Veter-
an-Owned Business Enterprises 
(SDVOBEs), Disability-Owned 
Business Enterprises (DOBEs), 
and Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Business Enterpris-
es (LGBTBEs) are encouraged.  
Information on diversity certifica-
tion with the Massachusetts Sup-
plier Diversity Office (formerly 
SOMWBA) is available through 
Access Care Partners. (AA/EOE). 
03/28/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and

Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103 
Docket No. 

HD25P0524GD
In the matter of: 

Joseph Perez 
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT

Alleged Incapacitated Person 
CITATION GIVING 

NOTICE OF PETITION 
FOR APPOINTMENT 
OF GUARDIAN FOR 

INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO 

G.L. c. 190B, §5-304
To the named Respond ent 

and all other interested per-
sons, a petition has been filed 
by Valley Springs Behavioral 
Health H of Holyoke, MA 
in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Joseph Perez 
is in need of a Guardian and 
requesting that (or some other 
suitable person) be appointed 
as Guardian to serve Without 
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate.  The petition is 
on file with this court and may 
contain a request for certain spe-
cific authority.     

You have the right to object 
to this proceeding.  If you wish 
to do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before 
10:00 A.M. on the return date 
of 04/09/2025. This day is NOT 
a hearing date, but a deadline 
date by which you have to file 
the written appearance if you 
object to the petition.  If you fail 
to file the written appearance by 
the return date, action may be 
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you.  In addition 
to filing the written appearance, 
you or your attorney must file a 
written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your 
objection within 30 days after 
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
The outcome of this pro-

ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs 
or financial affairs or both. 
The above-named person has 
the right to ask for a lawyer. 
Anyone may make this request 
on behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a law yer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M. Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 12, 2025

Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Purchasing 

536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

IFB 2025-13HPL 
Replace Bitzer Compressor
The city of Holyoke on behalf 

of the Holyoke Public Library is 
seeking bids to replace the Bitzer 
Compressor #2 MN#CSW7573-
60Y-2PU/SN#1080701965 on 
Technical System Chiller Model 
#35E2SD130. The city is looking 
for qualified vendors/companies 
to perform all labor & materials 
to complete this project. Docu-

ments and detailed scope of work 
are available on 3/26/25 electron-
ically from morrowj@holyoke.
org or at no charge from the Pur-
chasing Office. A non-mandatory 
but highly recommended pre-bid 
site visit will be held on  Tuesday, 
April 1, 2025 at 1PM at the Holy-
oke Public Library. Bids should 
be submitted in person to the 
Purchasing Dept NO LATER 
THAN April 22, 2025 at 1PM. 
Prevailing Wages must be paid. 
A current Prevailing Wage Rate 
sheet is attached to this solici-
tation, and proof of Prevailing 
Wage payroll must be submitted 
to the city. The city follows MGL 
Ch.149 and all applicable bid-
ding laws. The city reserves the 
right to reject any and all quotes 
if in the best interest of the city.  
03/28/2025

Trial Court of Massachusetts 
Juvenile Court Department 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex County

 Juvenile Court
Lowell Justice Center

 370 Jackson Street, 4th Flr. 
Lowell, MA 01852

978-441-2630
DOCKET NUMBER: 

24CP0120LO
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

 CARE AND PROTECTION, 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS  
TO: Richard Rodriguez, Fa-

ther of Jaydez K Rodriguez: 
A petition has been presented to 
this court by DCF – Cambridge/
Somerville, seeking, as to the fol-
lowing child, Jaydez K Rodri-
guez, that said child be found in 
need of care and protection and 
committed to the Department 
of Children and Families. The 
court may dispense the rights of 
the person(s) named herein to 
receive notice of or to consent 
to any legal proceeding affecting 
the adoption, custody, or guard-
ianship or any other disposition 
of the child named herein, if it 
finds that the child is in need of 
care and protection and that the 
best interests of the child would 
be served by said disposition.

You are hereby ORDERED 
to appear in this court, at the 
court address set forth above, 
on the following date and time: 
05/01/2025 at 09:00 AM  Pre 
Trial Conference (CR/CV) 

You may bring an attorney 

with you. If you have a right to 
an attorney and if the court deter-
mines that you are indigent, the 
court will appoint an attorney to 
represent you.

If you fail to appear, the 
court may proceed on that date 
and any date thereafter to a tri-
al on the merits and adjudica-
tion of this matter.

For further information call 
the Office of the Clerk-Magis-
trate at 978-441-2630.

WITNESS: Hon. Brian P 
Frane, FIRST JUSTICE. 
DATE ISSUED: 03/05/2025

Elizabeth Sheehy, 
Clerk-Magistrate 

03/14, 03/21, 03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

e Holyoke License Board will 
be holding a Public Hearing on 
Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at 
5:15 pm. You can join via Zoom.
com; ID 886 6089 9324; CALL 
IN: *67 646 558 8656 or in per-
son at City Hall, 536 Dwight St. 
in the Old Tax Collector Office, 
regarding the application for a 
New Seasonal On- premises All 
Alcohol License for SJS Enter-
prises, LLC DBA Waterfront 
Event Venue 920 Main St.  pur-
suant to M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant: 
SJS Enterprises LLC
License Board: 
Jose Correa, Chairman 

03/21, 03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Planning Board

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 
The Holyoke Planning Beard 

will oold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, April 8, 2025, at 5:30 
p.m. via Zoom.com; ID: 836-
3939-8493; CALL IN *67 646 
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to 
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, 
Special Permit for an Increase in 
Sign Size (Sec 6.4.6.4); Stop and 
Shop (2025-12), submitted by 
Agnoli Sign Co, Inc to be located 
at 28 Lincoln St, Holyoke MA 
(073-00-034).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be seen in the Office 
of Planning and Economic De-
velopment at 20 Korean Veterans 
Plaza, 8:30 am-4:30 pm, M-F. 

APPLICANT: 
Agnoli Sign Co,Inc. 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch, Chairperson  

03/21, 03/28/2025

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun
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◗  In The News

the Collins Center for Public 
Management was initiated in 
early 2024 which later led to a 
$13,000 contract, supported by 
the City Council.

The draft PILOT pol-
icy and analysis present-
ed on March 11 to the City 
Council was developed by the 
Collins Center.

Stephen E. Cirillo, a 
Collins Center associate who 
specializes in PILOT strat-
egies, financial forecasting, 
capital improvement plan-
ning, and financial policies, 
presented the policy designed 
for Holyoke. He described 
the data-gathering involved in 
the first phase of the project: 
Assessor’s records, classifi-
cation forms, existing PILOT 
agreements, interviews with 
Garcia and other City officials, 
and an inventory of Holyoke’s 
tax-exempt parcels — 940 of 
them, in all, which is about 
16% of the total assessed 
value. In FY2025, the prima-
ry property class in Holyoke 
is residential, accounting 
for nearly 66% of the total 
assessed value. The commer-
cial, industrial, and personal 

property classes (CIP) make 
up 18%, while the exempt 
class constitutes 16%.

In the proposal, Cirillo is 
recommending establishing 
25% of the assessed valuation 
as the PILOT target. He said 
the City might consider setting 
a lower percentage target for 
low-value, tax-exempt prop-
erties.

Garcia said the City 
has, over the years, arrived at 
PILOT payments from a hand-
ful of tax-exempt property 
owners. But that those agree-
ments lacked formality and 
are, in several cases, “hand-
shake” arrangements. 

The big difference under 
the PILOT program is all 
agreements to make payments 
to the city will be in writing, 
making them both formal and 
enforceable if there are any 
issues.

“We are committed to 
creating a sustainable finan-
cial future for Holyoke while 
ensuring that all community 
stakeholders contribute to the 
essential services that we all 
rely on,” Garcia said.

“Beginning July 1, the 
policy will be adopted and 
the City will seek voluntary 

PILOT agreements with all 
tax-exempt institutions within 
the community that own real 
property.” 

Garcia explained that 
these written PILOT agree-
ments will be based on fair 
market value and a tax levy. 
PILOT agreements will be 
established based on a per-
centage of the amount that the 
tax-exempt property would 
pay if not exempt. The per-
centage is determined based 
on the tax levy amount that 
supports the critical services of 
the City’s police, fire and pub-
lic works operations. The City 
has determined that this share 
is equal to at least 25% of the 
full levy. 

Garcia said, “For smaller, 
community-based tax-exempt 
organizations with controlling 
interests in properties assessed 
at less than $2 million in FY 
2025, that the share will be 
equal to at least 15% of the full 
levy.”

The program propos-
al comes at a time where 
Holyoke, like many towns 
and cities, seek alternate ways 
to bring in more revenue to 
account for anticipated losses 
at the state and federal levels.

PILOT, from page 1

and stability, rather than 
short-term fixes, is right for 
Holyoke. By maintaining a 
strong rating, we are able to 
borrow at a lower interest 
rate, allowing us to stabilize 
one of our largest budget 
expenses and provide tax-
payer relief. More impor-
tantly, it gives the Mayor 
and Council the flexibility 
to fund critical infrastruc-
ture projects that have been 
put off for far too long.”

The S&P announce-
ment noted that Holyoke’s 
“revenue outpaced expens-
es for fiscal 2023, and 
early projections for fiscal 
2024 have officials expect-
ing a surplus in line with 
the 2023 results. Revenue 
has performed in line with 
expectations, while expens-
es haven’t significantly out-
paced budgeted levels.

“The short-term rat-
ing reflects our opinion of 
Holyoke’s general credit-
worthiness and market risk 
profile, which we consider 

low. The low market risk 
profile reflects our view 
of the City’s strong legal 
authority to issue long-term 
debt to take out the BANs 
and its ongoing disclosure 

to market participants. 
Officials intend to use BAN 
proceeds to finance its 
middle school project and 
other capital projects,” the 
announcement states.

“ H o l y o k e  c o n t i n -
ues to experience ongo-
ing development through-
out the City,” according 

to S&P. “Management 
reports expansion of exist-
ing employers and possible 
future development of green 
energy and supercomput-
ing opportunities within the 
city.

“Tax base growth with-
in the city continues, with 
total assessed value grow-
ing over $700 million to 
its current valuation that 
exceeds $3 billion. Ongoing 
tax base growth is particu-
larly important for Holyoke 
since it is fairly close to its 
Proposition 2½ levy ceil-
ing. The city has a limited 
ability to raise the levy, and 
it will have to rely on new 
growth to help maintain 
budgetary alignment. 

The  S&P ana lys i s 
concludes that “given its 
current growth patterns, 
coupled with future devel-
opments, we expect its 
[Holyoke’s ]  economic 
indicators to continue to 
improve.”

Garcia is set to run for 
a second term this fall as 
mayor.

RATING, from page 1

www.turley.com

The Holyoke Sun seeks Experienced Writers/
Journalists to produce news and/or feature
stories of local interest for various towns and cities.

• Must be dependable, professional and able to 
     meet strict deadlines
• Salary based on a flat rate by story and photo

Send writing samples with resume to

Editor, Greg Scibelli
or email directly to

gscibelli@turley.com

newspaper
correspondent

JOB OPPORTUNITY

“Given its current 
growth patterns, 

coupled with future 
developments, 
we expect its 
[Holyoke’s] 

economic indicators to 
continue to improve.”

- S&P Rating Agency

Read or subscribe to The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com


