
The Grand Colleen and her court pose with members of the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s coalition at this year’s Colleen Gathering, held in 
Chicopee. Left, The 2025 Holyoke Grand Colleen and her court.

Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Teen book club helping make connections
By Quinn Suomala

Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – Holyoke 
Public Library has a teen 
book club so teens can come 
in, make connections and 
discuss books they enjoy. 

Their most recent meet-
ing was on Tuesday, Feb. 25 
where the group got to dis-
cuss different romance nov-
els. 

A t  t he  nex t  mee t -
ing, which is planned for 
Tuesday, Mar. 25 at 4 p.m., 
the group will talk about 
graphic novels. 

The group decided, after 
an in-depth discussion, to 
read a variety of graphic nov-
els rather than just one.

“We were looking at 
reviews and none of us 
have a lot of experience 

with graphic novels, so we 
thought instead of just pick-
ing one we would each pick 
a different one so we could 
broaden our horizons,” Teen 
Librarian Robin Siniaho said. 

S in iaho  hopes  tha t 
through providing this book 
club for teens she can help 
show them how enjoyable 
reading and discussing it can 
be.

“I wanted to show that 
literary pursuits can be fun, 
to show the joy and to bring 
camaraderie for other peo-
ple who like to read,” Siniaho 
said. 

At the beginning of each 
meeting the members come 
into the teen space and get 
to enjoy some snacks. Then 
they begin discussing the 
book they read while doing a 
craft or some coloring. 

“It is very casual and 
comfortable,” Siniaho said. 
“We sit around the table and 
talk about the book and many 
times branch out into other 
books as well.” 

Siniaho also shared that 
as they get to talk about the 
books, they teens will often 
get the chance to relate the 
book’s events to things in 
their own lives. 

“People can really open 
up and it gets personal,” 
Siniaho said. 

She feels that this aspect 
of the book club can be real-
ly important, as it allows the 
kids to make connections 
with one another. 

“With teens sometimes 
they only interact with other 
teens at schools or maybe at 
sports, but a book club can be 
a whole new way to relate,” 
Siniaho said. 

Additionally, Siniaho 
has found that the teens 
enjoy the low-pressure envi-
ronment of the book club. 

“We never pressure or 
give anybody a hard time 
about finishing the book or 
if they did not like the book,” 

Siniaho said. “It is not home-
work and life is too short to 
spend time on a book that 
you are not enjoying.” 

Also, she often finds that 
entertaining discussions can 
come up if someone did not 
like the book, as the group 
can really dig into why and 
explore ways the book could 
have been improved. 

A highlight for Siniaho 
of the book club is working 
with the group to pick out 
what they are going to read 
next. 

“Those conversations on 
making the final decision can 
be really interesting,” Siniaho 
said. 

She works to provide the 
book club with a wide vari-
ety of genres to read through-
out the year. They have tread 
books in verse, they have 
read romance books and 
they have even read Stephen 
King’s It.

More than anything, 
Siniaho wants to empha-
size that this club can be for 
anyone who gets enjoyment 
from reading. 
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By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

H O L Y O K E  – 
Superintendent/Receiver 
Anthony Soto discussed 
with the school committee 
Holyoke Public School’s 
plans for a new compe-
tency assessment now that 
the MCAS is no longer 
required. 

Now that the MCAS is 
no longer a required com-
petency assessment for 
students to graduate high 
school, schools have been 
working to determine how 
to move forward. 

One district, Frontier 
Regional School District in 
South Deerfield, has decid-
ed that they will continue 
to use the MCAS. 

“There is one district 
that I know of that is con-
tinuing to use MCAS as 
that competency determi-
nation,” Soto said.

HPS does not want to 
follow in that decision. 
During the November 

election, 10,296 Holyoke 
voters out of a total 14,184 
voted in favor of getting rid 
of the MCAS.

Due to  th is ,  HPS 
does not plan to keep the 
MCAS. 

Instead, Soto and other 
key HPS faculty and staff 
have proposed that HPS 
require students to receive 
a passing grade in grade 
nine and ten English, alge-
bra one and geometry, and 
in biology to graduate from 
high school. 

If students do not ini-
tially pass these classes, 
students can apply to pass 
a course equivalent that is 
approved by their principal 
and the superintendent. 

“Our academic team 
and Dr Mahoney and some 
counselors, we solicited 
some feedback from dif-
ferent stakeholder groups,” 
Soto said. “We got some 
input from our teacher 
advisory group, we got 

Alternative to MCAS 
exam presented

See MCAS, page 10

“I wanted to show that literary pursuits can be fun, 
to show the joy and to bring camaraderie 

for other people who like to read.”

- Teen Librarian Robin Siniaho

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE – The ordi-
nance committee discussed 
whether they would give 
VCare an additional parking 
space on High Street. 

VCare is a business in 
Holyoke that provides a vari-
ety of services to elderly peo-
ple in the community. One 
such service is transportation 
to various locations in the city. 

Acco rd ing  to  C i ty 
Councilor Jenny Rivera, 
VCare has had a recent 
increase in business and is 
thus requesting an additional 
parking spot on High Street. 

As the business has been 
increasing, VCare has multi-
ple vans running at once, cre-
ating difficulties with them 
just having the one parking 
space on High Street. 

“They literally park at 
times on the corner of Dwight 
and High Street,” Rivera said. 

Rivera also mentioned 
that people from VCare some-
times have difficulty pulling 
through to the parking space 
they have.

“Where they park it is 
really hard to pull in the van, 
so they want two parking 
spaces next to each other so 
they can just pull in and out 
with their vans,” she said. 

While other councilors 
agreed that VCare provides a 
great service to the city, they 
were hesitant to provide them 
with a second free parking 
space. 

City Councilor David 
Bartley mentioned that this 
matter had been discussed by 
the council previously when 
VCare first came before them. 
VCare had come before them 
requesting two spaces, and 
the council had agreed to give 
them one. 

“Councilor McGiverin 
led this to say that think about 
the tenants, think about the 
businesses, think about the 
other users of the downtown, 

Ordinance 
committee 
discusses
parking

See PARKING, page 10
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Colleen courts Colleen courts 
gather togethergather together

By Kristin Rivers
krivers@turley.com

CHICOPEE - The City 
of Chicopee hosted this 
year’s Colleen Gathering at 
the Portuguese American 
Club last Sunday, March 9.

The gather ing fea-
tured the 2025 Colleens and 
their courts from Chicopee, 
Holyoke, Agawam, West 
Springfield, Springfield and 
Westfield along with the 
2025 award recipients from 
the surrounding communi-
ties, a luncheon, raffles and 
performances from Irish 
Thunder of Springfield and 
the Black Rose Academy of 
Irish Dance.

The Colleens and their 
courts also got to show 
off their Irish step dance 
moves with the Black Rose 
Academy of Irish Dance to 
huge fanfare.

Remarks were pro-
vided by Dave Haslam, a 
member of the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Day Committee 

and chairman for this year’s 
Colleen Gathering, Mayor 
John Vieau and Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee President John 
Beau l ieu .  Also ,  every 
Colleen and their courts 
introduced themselves to the 
attendees.

Every year, the pres-
ident of the St. Patrick’s 
Committee of  Holyoke 
selects a city to host the 
Colleen Gathering in early 
March, leading up to the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

The parade will take 
place in Holyoke on Sunday, 
March 23 at 11 a.m.

B e a u l i e u  t h a n k e d 
the Parade Committee of 
Holyoke for bringing the 
event to Chicopee and the 
Chicopee St. Patrick’s Day 
Committee for their support, 
also praising the Colleens.

“You guys are amaz-
ing, a bunch of beautiful, 
educated and smart young 
women and that’s all that 

we can ask for. I’m getting 
to be a dinosaur, so if I see 
parade committees and this 
parade in the hands of such 
youth and vibration, we’re 
going to continue parades 
for 100s of 100s of years 
to come, so give yourself a 
round of applause to all our 
regionals,” Beaulieu said. 
“Because without Holyoke, 
regionals don’t  have a 
parade, but without region-
als, Holyoke doesn’t have a 
parade.”

Vieau--who spoke on 
behalf of Holyoke Mayor 
Joshua Garcia--thanked 
everyone for “keeping the 
Irish-American heritage 
active in Western Mass” 
and added the Colleens “are 
the ambassadors of Western 
Mass.”

“I am really excited 
about the parade. I’m really 
excited about the next two 
weeks where you’re really 
going to have some amazing 
experiences and, hopefully, 
memories that’ll last a life-

time, so thank you for what 
you do,” Vieau said.

Haslam was excited to 
bring the event to Chicopee, 
sharing he’s hosted it on 
three different occasions.

“So bringing this to 
Chicopee this year, the 
2025 parade  pres ident 
for Holyoke, Johnny B, is 
from Chicopee, so he chose 
Chicopee to be the host 
location this year,” Haslam 
said. “We’re just really kick-
ing off that we’re in the high 
holy days and we are just 
two weeks away from the 
parade, so, it’s a really great, 
regional event to just get 
together and celebrate.”

Haslam got involved 
in the parade committee as 
he was born and raised in 
Holyoke and always attend-
ed the parade.

“My mom worked in 
city hall, so I always went to 
the reviewing stand area and 
just always had a fascination 
with it and to be able to con-
tinue this legacy, we do need 

younger members to kind of 
partake and join in and real-
ly learn what it takes to put 
on this magnificent event,” 
Haslam said.

Sam Shumsky, who 
jo ined  the  Chicopee’s 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
Committee this year, was 
thrilled the city was hosting 
the event.

“It’s a great event! It’s 
great for the regional net-
working for our Colleens 
to meet other Colleens. It’s 
great for parts of Chicopee 
to come together,” Shumsky 
said. “It’s a great overall 
event for everybody.”

Haslam and Shumsky 
were elated with the turn-
out, with Shumsky enjoying 
seeing “all the happy faces” 
and Haslam enjoying the 
community coming together 
as one.

“The warm weather’s 
coming, spring is arriving 
and St. Patrick’s Day still 

St. Patrick’s Day
Supplement
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City offers wayfinding signage plan
HOLYOKE –  The City 

of Holyoke, under the direc-
tion of the City’s Office of 
Planning and Economic 
Development, along with 
consulting firm Stantec, have 
been developing a wayfin-
ding and signage plan for 
the downtown area, an effort 
which began in October 
2024. The intent of the plan 
is to create a modern way-
finding signage system that 
may eventually take the 
place of the current (city-
owned) signs. The City will 
be using this wayfinding 
plan to develop and fab-
ricate simple signs in the 
near future for downtown 

Holyoke. Using a straight-
forward yet recognizable and 
consistent signage design, 
the new system would make 
downtown easier to navigate 
for those using all forms of 
transportation. 

To date, this project has 
involved an inventory and 
analysis of current signage. 
The team is also analyzing 
other factors important to 
signage, including acces-
sibility, ideal placement of 
signs, vehicle and pedestri-
an travel patterns, and more. 
The City will be using this 
wayfinding plan to develop 
and fabricate simple signs in 
the near future for downtown 

Holyoke.
A public survey is now 

open for community feed-
back about wayfinding sig-
nage  in order  to 1) better 
understand people’s experi-
ences and destinations when 
visiting downtown Holyoke, 
2) hear what people think 
about existing signage in 
downtown Holyoke, and 3) 
learn about people’s prefer-
ences  that will inform the 
development of design-re-
lated components of future 
signs in the City.

This survey should take 
approximately 10 minutes 
to complete.    https://tinyurl.
com/holyokesigns.

Urban Co-Works opens new location
HOLYOKE – Urban 

Co-Works ,  a  p r emie r 
coworking space provid-
er, is thrilled to announce 
the opening of its new-
est location at 98 Lower 
Westfield Road in Holyoke, 
Massachusetts. This expan-
sion marks the third loca-
tion for Urban Co-Works, 
which began in 2017 in 
Schenectady,  NY,  and 
opened its second location 
in downtown Scranton, PA, 
in 2023.

“Holyoke is a vibrant 
city with a growing com-
munity of professionals 
and entrepreneurs in need 
of flexible, collaborative 
spaces to work and thrive,” 
said Jeff Goronkin, CEO 
of Urban Co-Works. “Our 
team is excited to bring the 
Urban Co-Works experi-
ence to Massachusetts. We 
look forward to contribut-

ing to the city’s economic 
development and offering a 
space that inspires creativi-
ty and connection.”

The  new Ho lyoke 
facility offers a state-of-
the-art coworking envi-
ronment featuring 55 pri-
vate offices, three meeting 
rooms, an expansive event 
area with a fully equipped 
kitchen, and a coworking 
section with 20 worksta-
tions. Members will enjoy 
24/7 access with a keyless 
entry system, free onsite 
parking, printing services, 
and complimentary bever-
ages including coffee and 
tea. Conveniently located 
near some of Holyoke’s 
best shopping and din-
ing options, the space is 
designed to foster collabo-
ration, innovation, and pro-
fessional growth.

Goronkin shared his 

vision for the new loca-
tion: “Our goal is to create 
an environment in Holyoke 
that mirrors the success 
we’ve had in Schenectady 
and Scranton. We want to 
be a hub for business devel-
opment, networking, and 
professional events. Urban 
Co-Works has always been 
about building strong com-
munities, and we’re excit-
ed to bring that mission to 
Holyoke.”

Ned Barowski, owner 
of the building at 98 Lower 
Westfield Road, expressed 
his enthusiasm for the part-
nership. “We’re thrilled to 
welcome Urban Co-Works 
to our space. Their presence 
will foster a vibrant pro-
fessional community in the 
region, and we can’t wait 
to see the positive impact 
they’ll have on Holyoke’s 
business ecosystem.”

Applications now open for Carlos Vega Fund grants
HOLYOKE – The year 

marks the 14th for The 
Carlos Vega Fund for Social 
Justice mini grants.

Local non-profits and 
individuals are invited to 
apply for funding between 
March 10 and the April 18 
deadline, by completing the 
application form available 
at www.carlosvegafund.org. 
All applicants must have 
either 501(c)(3) status or 
be fiscally sponsored by a 
501(c)(3) organization.

For more than 40 years, 

Carlos Vega fought  for 
social justice in the Greater 
Holyoke area. In 2010, a 
small group of family and 
friends started the Fund to 
support the kind of social 
justice initiatives that were 
important to Carlos.

Carlos Vega Fund for 
Social  Just ice provides 
grants amounting up to 
$2,000 to be used for a spe-
cific, one-time program or 
project that focuses on the 
fundamental primary causes 
of injustice, fosters change, 

and promotes self-help and 
empowerment.  

The purpose of  the 
grants is to support the 
efforts of those who are 
addressing issues of poverty 
and oppression, and involve 
people who are socially and 
economically marginalized 
in the Greater Holyoke area.

Previous mini grants 
have supported a  var i -
ety of other organizations 
including: Girls Inc. of 
the Valley, Granby Public 
Schools, The Gray House, 

Holyoke Public Schools, 
Holyoke Safe Neighborhood 
Initiative, Holyoke Senior 
Center and Western Mass 
Elder Care,  Home City 
Development, OneHolyoke 
CDC, The Performance 
Project, Lorraine’s Kitchen 
in Chicopee, Treehouse, 
Seeds of a Father, The Care 
Center, and Wistariahurst 
Museum.

T h e  C a r l o s  Ve g a 
Fund for Social Justice is 
administered through the 
Community Foundation of 

Western Massachusetts and 
is overseen by an adviso-
ry committee. Since 2012, 
the Fund has awarded more 
than $71,000  to more than 
50 organizations in the 
greater Holyoke area.

In addition to our spring 
grant  cycle,  the Carlos 
Vega Fund advisory board 
is announcing a new track 
of funding to support local 
organiza t ions  wi th  our 
Event Sponsorship request 
for up to $500. The request 
form is available on the 

Carlos Vega Fund website, 
carlosvegafund.org.

Looking to the fall of 
2025, we will be honoring 
our 11th Carlos Vega Social 
Justice Award recipient who 
will be announced later this 
year.

For further information 
and/or to obtain an applica-
tion, please visit the Carlos 
Vega Fund for Social Justice 
website at http://www.car-
losvegafund.org/ or contact 
Aaron Vega at carlosvega-
fund.413@gmail.com.

Providence Place announces next concert
HOLYOKE – If you 

missed our kickoff con-
cert last month, you will 
not want to miss the next! 
Our second Spring Concert 
Ser ies  of  2025 i s  on 

Sunday, April 6 at 2 p.m. 
in Our Mother of Sorrows 
Chape l  a t  Prov idence 
Place. Providence Place is 
located at 5 Gamelin St. in 
Holyoke, right behind the 

Holyoke Mall. 
The April 6 concert 

performance is the Roberts 
and Nix Duo featuring 
Shelley Roberts, soprano; 
and Michael Nix, classical 
guitar and banjo:  Songs and 
solos from England, Spain 
and America. 

This event is free and 
open to the public with 
ample parking available, 
no RSVP is necessary. For 
more information on the 
concert or if you are inter-
ested in learning more about 
our retirement communi-
ty, please contact Katelyn 
Bacon at 413-534-9700.

  

90 Avocado St.
Springfield

413-737-1288
www.90meat.com

We reserve the right 
to limit quantities.

    90 Meat Outlet

BUY DIRECT FOR SAVINGS • SELECTION • SERVICE

HOURS:  HOURS:  Mon. - Wed. 8-4Mon. - Wed. 8-4
Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3Thurs. 8-6 • Fri. 8-6 • Sat. 8-3

USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONE-IN

SALE DATES: SALE DATES: 
3/13/25-3/19/253/13/25-3/19/25

USDA INSP. EMMA LEIGH & CO 6 OZ

CAJUN COCONUT SHRIMP CAKES

USDA INSP. FROZEN GOURMET

BREADED ONION RINGS 2 LB BOX

$999
ea

ea
$199

USDA INSP. 
GROUND FRESH DAILY

USDA INSP. FROZEN

TUNA STEAKS ........................... $599

LOWER PRICES 
TO BOOST 
YOUR BUDGET! INFLATION PRICES IN  RED

ARE AT OR BELOW
 LAST YEAR’S PRICES!

$399
ea

USDA INSP. FRESH

RAW SHRIMP EASY PEELED
31/40 COUNTT 2 LB BAG ................

$191
lb

USDA INSP. FRESH

CHICKEN WINGS 10 LB BAG ...........

7 LB 7 LB 
BAGBAG$399

lb

80% LEAN 
GROUND BEEF

lb

$149
lb

$999
lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF OXTAILS .................

USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN
PORK LOIN RIB END or 
LOIN END ROAST ...............

lb

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN
PORK LOIN 
CENTER CUT CHOPS ..........

$199
lb

$249

lb
$699

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI
SWISS CHEESE ....................

$444
lb

lb

USDA INSP. FRESH
PORK SIRLOIN CUTLETS ......$219

USDA INSP. FRESH

SOUP CHICKEN (FOWL) ...

$899
lb

BEEF SHORT RIBS

SOUP’S ON!

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI 
PASTRAMI ..............................

Lenten Specials

USDA INSP. 
FROZEN WHOLE
ST. PATRICK’S
CORNED BEEF

$399
lb

POINT CUT

New Name,
Same Mission, Same 

Trusted Services

WESTMASS ELDERCARE IS NOW...

Serving older adults, persons with
disabilities and their caregivers.

413.538.9020 | ACCESSCAREPARTNERS.ORG
Reach Out Today

Hibernians Kick Off 
the High Holy Days of March

In concert with the festivities surrounding the 
2025 Holyoke St Patrick’s Parade, 

The Hibernians of Hampden/Hampshire Counties 
invite the public to attend the Annual Communion Breakfast, 

Sunday March 16 at 8 a.m. 
Memorial Mass at St. Jerome’s Church - 

Breakfast at 9 a.m. at Wyckoff CC,  
233 Easthampton Rd., Holyoke; 

Honoring Owen Donohue 
with the 2025 Hibernian Christian Charity Award; 

Guest Speaker will be Teri Schindler - writer, director, producer; 
worked for NBC, HBO, and ESPN; 

won an Emmy for her work in 2000 Sydney Australia Olympics; 
founding member of WNBA; 

First woman to produce live NCAA broadcasts; 
all American Swimmer; married to announcer Mike Gorman; 

daughter Kristen and son-in-law Marc. 
For reservations call Atty. John J. Driscoll at 413-534-0445 by 

March 14. Tickets are $25 per person. Tables of 10.
Tickets may be purchased at eventbrite.com

Portugal & Its Islands!
September 12-26, 2025

Share the Adventure with us soon!  
For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357

or email adventuretours@att.net
or go to www.adventuretoursofwarren.com

May 23 .........7-Night Bermuda Cruise ...... from $1699
June 10-12 ....Hampton Beach Getaway .............. $529
June 28 .........Boston Harbor Lunch Cruise .......... $175
July 12 ..........Escape to Rockport .......................... $110
July 26 ........ Perkins Cove for a Day ..................$110

NOTICE
ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement 
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for 
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error 
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space 
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Shuttle service available during 
St. Patrick’s events next weekend

HOLYOKE – The City 
of Holyoke and the Tourism 
Advisory Committee are 
excited to announce the 
details of the Road Race and 
St. Patrick’s Day Free Shuttle 
bus services. Thanks to fund-
ing from the Mass Gaming 
Mitigation Grant, the OPED 
team and Tourism Advisory 
Committee are delighted to 
offer shuttle services for the 
Road Race and St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade.

The Shuttle will run on 
a loop every 30 minutes from 
the MGM Casino to City 
Hall in Holyoke. The MGM 
Casino provides free parking, 
so simply park your car and 
enjoy a safe ride to the festiv-
ities in Holyoke. Pick up will 

be at MGM Springfield on 
MGM Way in front of South 
End Market, and drop off 
will be at the Holyoke City 
Hall parking deck on Dwight 
Street. Enjoy a fantastic 
weekend with all the best 
that Holyoke and Springfield 
have to offer!

March 22 and 23. The 
buses will run on a loop 
every thirty minutes from 
MGM and Holyoke City 
Hall.

• 11:00 a.m.: First shut-
tle leaves MGM Casino for 
Holyoke City Hall

• 4:30 p.m. (4:45 p.m. on 
Sunday): Last Shuttle Leaves 
City Hall for MGM Casino

Special Thanks to our 
operator Michael’s Busline 

“We’re excited to offer 
this service once again”, 
Aaron Vega Director of 
Planning and Economic 
Development said, add-
ing “It’s a great partnership 
with MGM and of course the 
amazing Parade Committee 
to ensure the weekend is 
filled with celebration and is 
safe for all involved”.

Visit Explore Holyoke 
for more information about 
events and happenings in 
Holyoke and a full page of 
Parade related activities. 

For more information, 
please contact the Office 
of Planning and Economic 
Development keittj@holy-
oke.org or vegaa@holyoke.
org.

Roberts and Nix Duo features Shelley Roberts and Michael Nix.
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Library offering dominoes club
HOLYOKE – Love the 

strategic game of dominoes? 
Come play it at the Holyoke 
Public Library from 5 to 7 
p.m. every Monday starting 
Monday, March 10. 

The weekly games will 
be held in the first-floor 
board room. 

For more information, 
call Abbey at 413-420-8101 
or email abuedinger@holy-
okelibrary.org. The event is 
geared toward adults.

Velis brings commission on combating antisemitism
HOLYOKE – Recently, 

State Sen. John C. Velis 
(D-Westfield) chaired the 
Special Commission on 
Combating Antisemitism’s 
f i f t h  m e e t i n g  a t  t h e 
S p r i n g f i e l d  J e w i s h 
Community Center (JCC). 
During the meeting the 
commission had the oppor-
tunity to discuss trends in 
Western Massachusetts with 
community members, edu-
cators, and local Rabbis. 
This marks the first of sev-
eral community meetings 
of the Special Commission 
to hear from those with 
subject knowledge exper-
tise from throughout the 
Commonwealth. 

“Ensu r ing  Wes te rn 
Massachusetts has a seat 

at  the table is 
a lways  a t  the 
f o r e f r o n t  o f 
my mind with 
everything and 
anything that I 
do, That’s why 
from the onset 
of  the Special 
Commiss ion  I 
w a s  a d a m a n t 
tha t  we need-
ed to take the 
opportunity to come meet 
Western Massachusetts’s 
vibrant Jewish communi-
ty right where they are,” 
said Velis, co-chair of the 
Special Commission. “I am 
so grateful for all of our 
speakers from throughout 
our region who took the 
time to share their experi-

ences with the 
Commission and 
most especially 
to our gracious 
hosts at the JCC 
for making this 
hearing possible 
in the first place.” 

“ T h e 
S p r i n g f i e l d 
J e w i s h 
C o m m u n i t y 
Center is honored 

to host this discussion about 
an issue that is extremely 
important to the Jewish, and 
wider, communities local-
ly,” said Karen Jarmoc, 
CEO of the Springfield 
Jewish Community Center. 
“We very much appreci-
ate that the Commission 
is holding this meeting in 

Western  Massachuset ts 
and taking the t ime to 
hear about trends and con-
cerns in the Pioneer  Valley 
and in Berkshire County 
from community members.”

L a s t  s p r i n g ,  Ve l i s 
sponso red  l eg i s l a t i on , 
that was later signed into 
law, to create the Special 
Commission which includes 
members  appointed by 
the Legislature, Governor, 
state agencies, and orga-
nizat ions.  The legis la-
tion also instructed the 
Department of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(DESE) to provide curric-
ulum, resources, and pro-
fessional development to 
school districts to teach 
students about antisemitism 

in age-appropriate ways. 
During Tuesday’s hear-
ing the Commission also 
received an update on these 
ongoing efforts from DESE 
A c t i n g  C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Russell Johnson. 

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
is  tasked with  put t ing 
for th  recommendat ions 
this  fa l l  on ways that 
Commonwealth can com-
bat the alarming rise in 
antisemitism across the 
state and implement the 
White House’s National 
S t r a t e g y  o n  C o u n t e r 
Antisemitism. Velis shared 
t h a t  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
intends to continue to have 
hearings across the state 
ahead of the November 30th 
reporting deadline. 

 In The News ◗

Lifeguard certification available
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke Parks & Recreation 
Department is offering a life-
guard Red Cross certification 
training course at the Holyoke 
Boys and Girls Club (70 Nick 
Cosmos Way).  The session 
will take place May 3, 4 and 
18.  Participants need to attend 
all three classes.  Applicants 
must be 16 years of age.  
Strong swimmers are encour-

aged to apply.  Participants 
must pass a pre-skills test at 
the start of class.  $175.00 for 
Holyoke residents and $275.00 
for non-residents. 

A  l i f e g u a r d 
Re-Certification Class will 
also be offered on May 18.  
The class will run from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Holyoke 
Boys and Girls Club (70 Nick 
Cosmos Way).  Update your 

skills while also extending 
your certification for another 
two years. The cost is $125 for 
Holyoke residents and $225 
for non-residents. 

Please register at the 
Holyoke Parks and Recreation 
Department, 413-322-5620.

Participants must regis-
ter and be paid in full before 
attending the class.  Limited 
space available.

Easter Bunny is hopping to the mall
HOLYOKE – Spring is 

on its way and Holyoke Mall 
is egg-cited to kick off the 
season with visits and pho-
tos from the Easter Bunny 
once again this year. Mr. 
Cottontail arrives at Holyoke 
Mall on Friday, March 28.   
Reservations are now open 
so reserve your time slot at 
www.whereisbunny.com. 
Guests who pre-book will 
receive a reservation gift.  

The Easter Bunny can 
be found in his spring garden 
in Honor Court, on the lower 
level near Hobby Lobby, for 
greetings and pictures.   The 
Bunny’s Gazebo will be 

open: 
• Monday to Friday: 2 to 

7 p.m., extends to 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on April 7

• Saturday: 10 a.m. to 
9 p.m.

• Sunday: 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m.

Children of all ages love 
visiting the Easter Bunny, so 
get dressed in your Easter 
best and bring the whole 
family to capture that per-
fect moment!  Photo packag-
es and pricing can be found 
here. 

The Easter Bunny will 
also have 2 special events 
this season: 

• Bunny Cares Sensory 
Friendly Event: Sunday, 
April 6: 9 to 10:30 a.m.

• Pet Photo Night: 
Monday,  Apr i l  7  and 
Tuesday, April 8, 4 to 7 p.m.

To celebrate the start 
of spring, we will also be 
joined by Ed Popielarczyk 
for his Spring Spectacular 
Magic Show on Saturday, 
March 29. The fun-filled 
show will take place from 
11 a.m. to 12 noon on the 
Lower Level, Macy’s Court. 
This event is free, open to 
the public, and is best suit-
ed for children ages 12 and 
under.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER

Western Massachusetts 
#1 Irish Pub!onovan’s

     Irish Pub
St. Patrick’s Week

Irish Music, Food & Fun!

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791   •   donovanspub.com

Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am-11:30pm; Sun.12pm-8 pm

Enjoy the BEST 
Corned Beef & Cabbage 

in Town!

Friday, 
March 21st

Blaney Brothers

Saturday, 
March 22nd

After the Road Race
Special Guest

The Mummers
noon 

The Healys
Sunday, 

March 23rd
After the Parade

The Healys

Thursday,
March 13th
Billy Eagen
Friday,
March 14th
The Ruffians
Saturday,
March 15th
The Corner Boys
Sunday,
March 16th
Holyoke 
Caledonian 
Pipe Band 1:30-2:30pm

Dee Reilly 3-6pm

Monday,
March 17th
Jimmy McArdle 
& Jerry Murphy 12-3pm

The Healys 5pm-?

HannousHJEWELERS®

CHICOPEE
“A Family Business You Can Trust”

GOLD  Is At An All-Time High!
704 Memorial Dr., Chicopee

10% 
Extra Cash
When Cashing In 

Your GOLD

25% Extra
When You Use Your 

GOLD Towards 
A New Purchase

WE BUY  GOLD!

Offers Valid at Hannoush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY

FIVE ISLANDS
Georgetown, Maine
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom

Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

• Walk to Five Islands Wharf and 
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
• Close to Reid State Park

$1200/week
207-607-9333

“It is really causal and 
there is no judgement about 
not finishing the book, it is 
more of a love for reading 
club that it is about any par-
ticular title,” Siniaho said. 

The library has a multi-
tude of other events planned 
throughout the month of 

March for people of all ages 
to enjoy. 

“Come down and see 
what opportunities there are 
at the library,” Siniaho said. 
“A book club is just one 
way to start using all of our 
resources.” 

One example of an event 
is the adult dominoes club 

that is scheduled for Monday, 
Mar. 10 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Additionally, there is a 
family movie night scheduled 
for Wednesday, Mar. 12 at 6 
p.m. 

To keep updated on all 
of the programs at HPL, go 
to their website at https://
www.holyokelibrary.org/.

TEEN, from page 1

St. Patrick 
Novena 
observed

HOLYOKE –  Sa in t 
Jerome Parish located at 
169 Hampden Street in 
Holyoke is  once again 
hosting a Novena to Saint 
Patrick beginning on Sunday, 
March 9 and concluding on 
Monday, March 17. Nine 
priests from throughout the 
Diocese will be serving as 
the celebrants of the Novena 
Masses. 

All are invited to attend. 
Information about Mass 
times and celebrants may be 
obtained by contacting the 
Parish Office at 413-532-
6381.

John Velis

Post parade celebration at T-Birds game
H O LYO K E  –  T h e 

Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
and Road Race has long 
been a cherished tradition, 
bringing the community 
together in a vibrant celebra-
tion of Irish heritage, athlet-
icism, and camaraderie. To 
cap off another great “green 
season,” participants, volun-
teers, committee members, 
family, friends, and the com-
munity are invited to a spe-
cial Post-Race and Parade 
Party with the Springfield 
Thunderbirds on Saturday, 
March 29.

For an exclusive price of 
just $19 per ticket, attendees 
will enjoy an exciting eve-
ning of hockey action as the 
Thunderbirds take the ice 
against the Iowa Wild. As 
an added bonus, an optional 
$3 food voucher add-on is 
available, providing a classic 
game-day snack of a hot dog 
and soda.

Grab your seats now! To 
ensure you’re seated with the 
group, order your tickets no 
later than March 20 via QR 
code or the following link: 
https://springfieldthunder-

birds.formstack.com/forms/
hsp329.

For additional questions 
about the Thunderbirds game 
or to purchase tickets over 
the phone, contact Lauren 
Blanchard at 413-417-2289.

C e l e b r a t e  a n o t h -
er incredible year of the 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade 
and Road Race—don’t miss 
this unforgettable night with 
the Springfield Thunderbirds.

For more information, 
please visit our website 
at  www.holyokestpatrickspa-
rade.com.
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Guest Column

Guest Column

Dear Rusty: 
I hope we haven’t 

made a mistake. 
My wife just applied 

for her Social Security 
benefit. She was born in 
May 1962 and the estimat-
ed amount of her benefit 
is $1,280 per month. Her 
work income last year was 
$5,616; however, mine was 
about $65,000. I do not 
plan on taking my benefit 
until the age of 70 in July 
of 2027. 

My worry now is about 
the penalty for earning too 
much. We figured that since 
her income was so low, we 
wouldn’t have to worry 
about that penalty, so we 
signed her up, and then it 
hit me: what if they look at 
my income, especially since 
our tax return is filed as 
Married Filing Jointly. Do 
we have a problem, or are 
they just going to look at 
her income to determine if 
there is a penalty? I hope 
I haven’t messed this up. 
Also, I think I read that any 
penalty you are assessed 
for earning too much is 
returned to you once you 
reach Full Retirement Age; 
is that true? 

Signed: 
Uncomfortable Senior 

Citizen 
 

Dear Uncomfortable 
Senior: 

First, let me ease your 
anxiety – you haven’t 
“messed this up.” While 
it’s true that your income 
will be included when 
the IRS determines how 
much of your wife’s Social 
Security benefits are tax-
able, changing your IRS 
filing status is usually not 
wise. However, considering 
your combined income and 
your “married/jointly” IRS 
filing status, up to 85% of 
the SS benefits your wife 
receives during the tax year 
will be included as part of 
your overall taxable income 
as a married couple. Your 
wife’s monthly SS benefit 
is about $1,280, so about 
$13,000 annually will be 
included in your Adjusted 
Gross Income  when you 
file your taxes. You can 
have income tax withheld 
from your wife’s SS benefit 
by filing IRS Form W-4V 
at your local SS office (you 
can have 7%, 10%, 12% 
or 22% withheld). Note 
your wife’s tax obligation 
for this year will be less 
because she will not get SS 
benefits for all of 2025.   

The other thing you are 
concerned about is whether 
your income will be count-
ed when determining if 
your wife will be subject to 
Social Security’s “Annual 
Earnings Test” and the 
answer to that is “no.” At 
her current earnings level 
(about $5,600), your wife 
is well below the annual 
earnings limit ($23,400 for 
2025) for those collecting 

early Social Security ben-
efits. So, the AET will not 
apply and will not reduce 
your wife’s monthly Social 
Security benefit. FYI, if 
her earnings did exceed the 
annual earnings limit, it is 
true that some of the result-
ing penalty would be recov-
ered after she reaches her 
full FRA of 67.  

Note the distinction 
between “taxation of SS 
benefits” and the “annu-
al earnings test” for those 
collecting early benefits. 
Taxation of benefits is 
always based on your joint 
income when filing mar-
ried/jointly, but the Annual 
Earnings Test looks only at 
your wife’s personal work 
earnings until she reaches 
her FRA.   

As  I  expec t  you 
already know, by claiming 
now (at age 62 plus), your 
wife’s monthly SS retire-
ment benefit will be perma-
nently reduced (by about 
26%). Until you later claim 
your SS benefit, your wife 
will receive her reduced 
personal SS retirement 
amount. But, when you 
claim, her benefit amount 
will be reassessed to see 
if she is also entitled to an 
incremental amount as your 
wife. If her SS entitlement 
at her FRA (even though 
she claimed at 62+) is less 
than 50% of your FRA 
entitlement, then her bene-
fit will increase. However, 
she will not get the full 
50% of your FRA entitle-
ment because she claimed 
her own SS retirement ben-
efit before her FRA (more 
likely, she will get about 
34% of your FRA entitle-
ment). 

In the end, you really 
did not make a mistake by 
filing for your wife’s Social 
Security to start now. By 
the time you personally 
apply at age 70, your wife 
will have collected about 
$46,000 in Social Security 
benefits which, I’m sure, 
will be helpful. And only a 
relatively modest amount of 
income tax will be paid on 
her Social Security benefits. 

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Mature Citizens Foundation 
and its staff are not affil-
iated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security 
Administration or any 
other governmental enti-
ty. This article is intended 
for information purpos-
es and does not represent 
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations 
of the Association Mature 
Ci t izens  Foundat ion’s 
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social 
Security Association  To 
submit a question, visit 
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advi-
sory or email us at ssadvi-
sor@amacfoundation.org. 
Russell Gloor is a Social 
Security advisor for AMAC. 

Did we make a mistake 
starting my wife’s 
Social Security now?
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◗  Opinion

I received an email from a 
Worthington resident, who 
reported the one male “red 

bird” in his yard all winter.
He said, “I feel like I 

know him and throw seeds to 
a special place he likes. His 
habit of showing up in the 
dim light of dusk and dawn 
almost makes him shine. 
He’s real quiet right now, but 
I really look forward to hear-
ing him as it warms up.” 

The red bird is also 
known as the northern car-
dinal. The male cardinal is 
bright red with black around 
the base of its red beak. The 
female is grayish brown 
above with buffy color 
below. Her beak is reddish 
and she has dark around her 
bill, but not as black as the 
male. 

Both sexes have crests 
and are 8 ½ inches long. 
Although the Worthington 
resident said the cardinal was 
quiet now, soon he will sing a 
series of clear repeated whis-
tles that vary and sound like 
“whoit whoit whoit, cheer, 
cheer, cheer.” The call is a 
metallic “chip.” Both male 
and female sing. 

The female cardinal lays 
two to five buff white eggs 
with dark marks in a nest 
of twigs, bark strips, vines, 
leaves, rootlets and paper 
lined with fine grass and hair. 
They build their nest in dense 
shrubbery or among branches 
of small trees.

Bi rd  watchers  may 
witness mate feeding, a 
common ritual between a 
breeding pair. The male 

picks up a seed and brings 
it to the female. They touch 
beaks and his mate takes the 
offered seed. Mate feeding 
continues through egg laying 
and incubation.

Cardinals come to feed-
ers. They feed either on the 
ground and come to platform 
style feeders. They prefer 
sunflower seeds, safflower 
seeds and cracked corn.

Tuesday morning I saw 
a female cardinal in a lilac 
bush. I love to see the male 
cardinal perched on a snow 
covered branch or ground 
especially after newly fallen 
snow. I have a pair of car-
dinals, which I usually see 
early in the morning or at 
dusk. 

Sweet potatoes get my vote 

My dad was a “meat 
and potatoes” 
kind of guy.  

Mashed, baked or 
fried, potatoes were 
his thing.  

Growing up , 
we usually had pota-
toes most nights for 
dinner. Since I have 
been an adult, I don’t 
eat potatoes very often 
at all.  

I often wonder if that 
particular Irish gene missed a 
generation, since I prefer the 
sweet potato over the regular 
potato any day of the week. 
Read on to learn all about 
this nutritional powerhouse.  

According to www.
nutritiondata.com, sweet 
potatoes are “low in sodium, 
and very low in saturated fat 
and cholesterol. They are 
also a good source of dietary 
fiber, vitamin B6 and potas-
sium, and a very good source 
of vitamin A, vitamin C and 
manganese.”  

If these facts aren’t rea-
son enough to try adding this 
veggie to your garden this 
growing season, delight in 
the fact that it is also a very 
pretty vine!

In fact, once I grew 
“sweet potato vine” in 
the planter boxes at Old 
Sturbridge Village. I didn’t 

know 
at the time that the variety I 
was growing also produced 
bountiful tubers. It was one 
of those obvious things that I 
just didn’t put together.  

It’s kind of funny that 
when I attempted to grow 
them on purpose at home, 
they were an utter failure. By 
the time I peeled the thumb-
size roots, there was literally 
nothing left to eat.  

It is time for a refresher 
on sweet potato culture.

Sweet potatoes require a 
long growing season – some-
where between 90-150 days. 
The tender shoots are cold 
sensitive, and must be plant-
ed into the ground after all 
danger of frost has passed.  
In our area we use Memorial 
Day as our “frost-free date.”  

Then, the edible root, 
aka the sweet potato, must 
be harvested before the first 
frost of fall. By my records, 

the first frost usually occurs 
in early to mid-Octo-

ber. 
T h i s 

equates to 100 
d a y s  b a r e 
minimum of 
growing time. 

You  can 
p u r c h a s e  p l a n t s 
through the mail or 

try sprouting your 
own from sweet pota-

toes purchased from the gro-
cery store. 

Dick Raymond, author 
of my favorite gardening 
book of all time, “Garden 
Way’s Joy of Gardening” 
(Storey Publishing $24.95) 
has some great tips for doing 
this:  Seven or eight weeks 
prior to Memorial Day, sim-
ply cut the spuds in half 
lengthwise and lay them 
down in moist peat moss in 
a shallow tray. Cover with 
plastic wrap and place in a 
sunny window until sprout-
ing occurs.  

Slips should be sepa-
rated and planted about six 
inches deep, twelve to fifteen 
inches apart from one anoth-
er.  

He advises to water well 
for the first two weeks; after 
that sweet potato plants are 
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 CLUES ACROSS
  1. Unsheared sheep
  5. Rock TV channel
  8. Streetcar
 12. Concerning
 14. Expression of 

recognition
 15. Greek goddess of 

youth
 16. An iPad is one
 18. Adult beverage
 19. Manning and Wallach 

are two
 20. Makes a petty verbal 

attack
 21. Tyrion Lannister’s 

nickname
 22. Pointed ends of pens
 23. Wristwatches
 26. Body part
 30. Made a mistake
 31. Adjusted
 32. Turkish honorific title
 33. Yell
 34. Historic Alabama city

 39. Cub
 42. Type of sea bass dish
 44. To call (archaic)
 46. Unfortunate
 47. Separate oneself from 

others
 49. Hero sandwiches
 50. Former OSS
 51. Open spaces in a 

forest
 56. Innermost brain 

membranes
 57. Fortune
 58. Hunting expedition
 59. Doomed queen Boleyn
 60. Peyton’s little brother
 61. Type of wrap
 62. Scottish tax
 63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
 64. An increase in price 

or value

CLUES DOWN
  1. Works of body art

  2. Abba __, Israeli 
politician

  3. A desert in Asia
  4. Eat greedily
  5. Doomed French queen 
  6. Beat
  7. One who survives on 

blood
  8. As a consequence
  9. Counted on
 10. Acquired Brain Injury 

Behavior Science
 11. Unclean
 13. One who does not 

drink
 17. Wild ox of the Malay 

Archipelago
 24. __ student, learns 

healing
 25. Bacterial skin 

infection
 26. Expresses surprise
 27. What one says on a 

wedding day
 28. Crony

 29. Where you entered the 
world (abbr.)

 35. Unit of length
 36. Side that is sheltered 

from the wind
 37. More (Spanish)
 38. Autonomic nervous 

system
 40. Violent troublemakers, 

originally in Paris
 41. Statements that 

something is untrue
 42. Greek alphabet letter
 43. Suspends from above
 44. Popular types of cigars
 45. Girls
 47. U.S. philosopher and 

logician
 48. Nocturnal hoofed 

animal
 49. Relaxing spaces
 52. From a distance
 53. Form of Persian
 54. Amounts of time
 55. Trigonometric function

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

‘Pray for the dead and fight like hell for the living,’ Mother Jones’ war cry
By Deborah Daniels

Correspondent

Finding myself in pos-
session of a fine metal 
button assist device with 

the name Childs Holyoke 
stamped on it led me to quite 
a fascinating journey into 
some mill history. 

The compelling photo 
that clinched the topic showed 
a woman sorting rags to be 
recycled into fabric in the 
early 1900s. The caption 
read that many rags came 
from hospital wards and 
were infected with disease. 
Horrors, did the woman know 
that? Were there any safety 
precautions taken to pro-
tect her from this? This was 
just the kind of injustice that 
Mother Jones would cham-
pion. 

Who was Mother Jones? 
She was a labor activist who 
encouraged workers to protest 
poor and unsafe working con-
ditions and to demand a liv-
ing wage for the factory work 
they did. Holyoke was an 
“Irish Depot” for immigrant 
workers looking for work as 
America industrialized and 
grew factories instead of 
farms.

Mother Jones was born 
in Cork, Ireland in 1830 and 
christened Mary Harris. She 
saw first hand the starvation 
and poverty of the Irish peo-
ple as the potato crop failed 
in 1845. Her family fled to 
Toronto, Canada to escape the 
famine. Mary learned dress-
making skills and was trained 
to be a teacher. 

She taught in Michigan 
and Chicago before moving 
to Memphis, Tennessee. Here 
she married George Jones in 
1861, a foundry worker and 
member of the International 
Iron Molders Union. They 
had four children. A yel-
low fever epidemic struck 
Memphis in 1867 and killed 
George and all four of her 
children. The tragedy left 
Mary Jones a grieving widow 
mourning her losses and with-
out income. The Union sup-
ported her for a time. 

She moved to Chicago 
and opened a dressmak-
ing shop. Calamity visited 
her again, the great Chicago 
fire of 1871 burned her shop 
down. She had survived fam-
ine, a plague, the loss of her 

family and now the destruc-
tion of her business. She knew 
only hard work would save 
her. And work she did for the 
next 25 years. She became 
good at organizing work-
ers by the turn of the centu-
ry. She was paid a stipend 
by the United Mine Workers 
Union to increase member-
ship, which she did tripling 
membership from ten thou-
sand to three hundred thou-
sand. She wore a black old 
fashioned dress and urged 
workers to join the union. 
Workers referred to her as 
Mother Jones. She organized 
the wives into mop and broom 
brigades that developed in 
them a sense of support for 
their working husbands. Her 
mantra was that strong work-
ing families needed decent 
pay and working conditions. 

Mother Jones led a 
march of mill children from 
Philadelphia to President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s sum-
mer home on Long Island 
in 1903. The children aged 
12-14 years walked to new 
towns and staged rallies with 
music, skits and speeches 
advocating for better work-
ing conditions in the evening. 
This kept her and the move-
ment in the news all summer 
long. 

She was effective at get-
ting people to think about 
how factory management 
was exploiting workers. She 
was by far the most charis-
matic organizer for The 
United Mine Workers Union. 
She attended strikes for eco-
nomic justice for the work-
ing poor. It was a time when 
wages shrunk, working hours 

increased and there was no 
insurance for unemployment, 
health care or old age. 

She was financially 
supported by the Socialist 
Party briefly. She worked to 
help striking garment work-
ers in Chicago, bottle wash-
ers in Milwaukee brewer-
ies, Pittsburgh steelworkers, 
El Paso streetcar operators 
and Calumet copper min-
ers. She shone a light on 
horrifying accident and 
mortality rates in the min-
ing industry and opposed 
obligatory “Company hous-
ing” and exclusive use of the 
“Company store” for workers. 

She defended Industrial 
Workers of the World lead-
ers accused of causing riots, 
violence and murder in their 
attempts to unionize miners 
and railroad workers. She 
lived out West for a time 
and she was appalled at the 
events in Ludlow, Colorado. 
Coal miners struck against 
poor labor conditions. The 
Colorado National Guard and 
private soldiers attacked the 
tent colony where the min-
ers lived and 21 people were 
killed, wives and children 
among them. 

The miners retaliat-
ed, destroying property and 
fighting with the National 
Guard. John D. Rockefeller 
Jr. was part owner of the min-
ing company and Mother 
Jones spoke out against “oily 
John” for his exploitation 
of the miners. Congress and 
President Wilson demanded 
an investigation. 

The miners were vin-
dicated and unions gained 
a foothold in helping to 

improve working conditions. 
While Mother Jones saw no 
immediate solutions to many 
of the unfair labor practices 
she witnessed, gradually the 
federal Fair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938 came about. It 
did set a minimum working 
age for children and restrict-
ed them working in hazard-
ous conditions. Mother Jones 
drew attention to labor prac-

tices that needed reform. 
It needs to be noted that 

the Holyoke mills were the 
result of Irish laborers, who 
built the dam and the sys-
tem of canals that powered 
the many factories that pro-
duced paper, textiles, steam 
boilers, cutlery, wire and 
more. They made up 1/3 
of Holyoke’s population of 
5,000 in 1855. There were 

also German and French 
Canadian immigrants locat-
ed here, but the Irish were 
the most numerous living 
in the “Patch” in one room 
shanties. 

Childs was not a mill, 
but a Holyoke department 
store that must have sold 
or given the button assist 
device out, it was not a mill 
as I had thought.

 Opinion ◗

Blessed Sacrament Parish
Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713 
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES: 
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 
DAILY MASS AND ROSARY 
Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m. 
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.
ROSARY AND MEDITATION 
Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church
Pastor Theresa Temple
1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church 
of Holyoke, MA
HOURS: Sunday worship service 
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies, 
one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of the Cross 
Catholic Parish
Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke
Parish Offices are located at:
15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com 
OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Saturday 4 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.
DAILY MASS: 
Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm
Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS
Monday - Saturday
Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com

St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein
34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369
Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media: 
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
(also on Facebook Live) & 
Thursdays at 7 p.m.
Other: Prayers with Pastor - 
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. - 
on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org
Instagram: 
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS: 
Tuesday – Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services: 
Sunday: 8 a.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Your
Church

Community

This button hole assist device has Childs Holyoke 
stamped on it.

Mother Jones is shown in her typical black dress which she 
customarily wore.

This is a work chart of child laborers in five mills 
in Holyoke dated 1879.

This is a Lewis Hines photo of an overseer of child 
workers at a bobbin winding machine in Yazoo 
City, Mississippi. Mother Jones is shown in a library. Submitted photos

Guest Column
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◗  In The News

Red-winged blackbirds
The Worthington resi-

dent saw a red-winged black-
bird at his feeder and heard 
them on snow shoe recent 
hike by a beaver pond. He 
said, “They don’t sound very 
confident and I wonder what 
they find down there with 
the pond totally frozen and 
the cattails denuded by the 
wind.” He said, “The arrival 
of redwings is exciting for 
me, as I consider them our 
first migratory returns.” 

Bald eagle
In his email, the same 

resident wrote about seeing 
a bald eagle. He said, “Two 
weeks ago driving along the 
East Branch in Cummington, 
I saw an eagle lite in a dead 
tree, break off a small branch 
and fly off, hopefully to a 
new or repaired nest. It sure 

didn’t feel like spring then 
and even today [written 
March3] I had zero degrees 
this morning.” He also 
reports pretty good numbers 
of goldfinches at his feeder 
along with the winter regu-
lars.

Brimfield birds
On Feb. 19, I received 

an email from a Brimfield 
resident, who sends emails 
on a regular basis. He said, 
“Hope you survived our 
recent bout of nasty weather. 
Our driveway was cleared on 
Sunday evening and subse-
quently turned into a skat-
ing rink. Fortunately I had 
lots of sand and rock salt 
and a little calcium chloride 
on hand. Using all of that, I 
was able to get our cars up 
and out of the driveway. Of 
course I had to get the frozen 
garage doors unstuck before 
I could get the cars out of the 
garage.”

He took part in the 
Great Backyard Bird Count 
of Saturday and Sunday. 
He said, “I had nine species 
Saturday, things got a little 
more interesting on Sunday 
when there were 15 spe-
cies seen including an adult 
sharp-shinned hawk that 
chased some junco into a 

quince bush (it missed) and a 
Carolina wren.”

Bluebirds
He had a pair of east-

ern bluebirds earlier in the 
day on Feb. 18 and later five 
bluebirds showed up, two 
males and three females. He 
said, “That’s the most we 
have ever seen in the yard. 
Previously we had seen a 
single bird a few times and 
a pair investigated a nest-
ing box one year but were 
chased away by house 
wrens.”

Non-bird critters
Dur ing  the  snow/

ice storm in February, my 
daughter and I saw a wet 
opossum digging in the snow 
for seeds while clearling 
my walk and driveway. On 
March 1, two of my grand-
children and I saw a porcu-
pine in a tree while driving 
on our road.

People may report a 
bird sighting or bird relat-
ed experience by calling me 
at 413-967-3505, leaving a 
message at extension 100, 
emailing mybackyard88@
aol.com or edowner@tur-
ley.com or mailing to Barre 
Gazette, P.O. Box 448, 
Barre, MA 01005.

reportedly somewhat drought 
tolerant. When fertilizing, 
choose a formulation that is 
a bit lower in nitrogen, oth-
erwise you will have lots of 
vines at the expense of sweet 
potatoes.  

Dig up your bounty on 
a dry day, being extra care-
ful not to damage the skin. 
Don’t leave them exposed to 
the sun for more than an hour 
and don’t wash them either.  

Picky, aren’t they? 
Fresh sweet potatoes 

aren’t all that sweet – a cur-
ing period of two weeks in 
the dark at 70-80 and at high 
humidity will bring out the 
great flavor we are accus-
tomed to.  Long-term storage 
should be at temperatures 
around 60 degrees.  

To make sweet potato 
fries simply cut the root into 
thick wedges then toss them 
with seasoned olive oil (or a 
favorite salad dressing). Bake 
on a cookie sheet at 350 
degrees for one hour, flipping 
occasionally. Some ketch-
up as a dip may help reluc-
tant kids to give the “funny 
orange French fries” a try.  

My dad is probably 
looking down and wishing 
I did an article on good, old 
fashioned russets.  Sorry, 
Dad, but Happy St. Patrick’s 
Day anyway!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
For 33 years she has held the 
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a 
question for her? Email it to 
pouimette@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the 
subject line. 

BACKYARD, 
from page 4

GARDEN, 
from page 4

has a very deep meaning 
in this part of the region,” 
Shumsky said.

“It was perfect, it was 
daylight savings time last 
year, it’s daylight savings 
time again this year. We’re 
here to spring forward and 
continue on with our march,” 
Haslam said.

Has lam emphas ized 
events like this also continue 
those deep-rooted traditions.

“It’s great to have every-
one come together. It is a 
great networking event as 
well and we’re starting to see 
some collections of tartan, 
intermingling. So it’s great 
to see all the pride and the 
colors, but, also, in the spirits 
of the girls that are represent-

ing their own community,” 
Haslam said.

Shumsky added commu-
nity plays a big role as well.

“Not only is it great for 
the Colleens--going back to 
my previous comment about 
how it’s great for them and 
the other Colleens--but it’s 
great for just Chicopee as 
a whole. You’re getting all 
different towns and cities, 
Agawam, West Side (West 
Springfield), Springfield, 
Holyoke. You have all these 
cities that may not come to 
Chicopee often or may not 
even know about this won-
derful place,” Shumsky said. 
“So, it’s a great opportunity 
for them to get to experience 
part of Chicopee’s culture.”

Haslam and Shumsky 
look forward to seeing the 
crowds and families com-
ing together for the parade, 

expressing gratitude for 
everyone coming out for the 
event.

“Thank you for hav-
ing us. This is, obviously, a 
great event. There’s so many 
happy people here. We’re 
getting ready for the Irish 
step dancers right now, so 
it’s just we’re able to come 
together and it’s really nice 
we’re able to do so here,” 
Haslam said.

“It’s great to have so 
much representation here 
in the city of Chicopee. It’s 
great that we have so many 
partners in the other cities 
and towns that are coming 
here to celebrate the Irish 
heritage and it’s, overall, 
great for local businesses and 
it’s great for people to net-
work with people you may 
not regularly see,” Shumsky 
said.

COLLEENS, 
from page 1

Holyoke’s Committee members were also in attendance at the 
event. Turley photos by Kristin Rivers

Chicopee Parade Committee member Meghan Balakier and 
Holyoke Parade Committee member Dave Haslam welcome 
attendees to this year’s Colleen gathering.

Dancers from the Black Rose Academy of Irish Dance perform Irish 
step dancing for the Colleen courts.

The 2025 Colleens and their courts. Represented are Chicopee, Westfield, Agawam, West Springfield, Springfield, and Holyoke.

Dancing is a regular part of the 
gathering as members of the 
Colleen courts get a chance to 
try Irish step dancing.

Grand Colleen Moira Catherine Reardon addresses the gathering.

The next step for the Grand 
Colleen and Court are next 
weekend’s activities including 
the road race and the main 
event, the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.

Irish Thunder, of Springfield, performs at the Colleen Gathering.
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Jaevien Vincente shoots on the run.

Wrestling season has 
come to an end and sev-
eral area teams crowned 
champions at the section-
al and state levels.

In  the  Divis ion 2 
state tournament, Max 
Holloway took home a 
state title at 215 pounds. 
Stella Christopher won 
a state title in the girls 
meet  whi le  Gabr ie l la 
Ramos was a runner-up. 
Minnechaug’s  Kal  Ly 
won the 132-pound brack-
et while John Bermudez 
was a runner-up at heavy-
weight. Holyoke’s Steven 
Santiago finished second 
in D2 at 120 pounds.

L u d l o w ’s  L u c a s 
Alvan was a state champi-
on in the Division 3 meet 
at 175 pounds.

In the sectionals held 
last month, Agawam had 
a big day with multiple 
placers. They had four 
champions. Ryan Sexton 
at 150, Max Holloway at 
215, and Jordin Agosto at 
126 all took home titles. 
Cole Ingham was a run-
ner up at 175, as was 
Kaleb Progulske at 106. 
Keymani Rivera (157), 
and Tyler Gervais (190) 
both took third place. 
Agawam would finish 
third overall in the meet 
with 204 points.

M i n n e c h a u g  w a s 
the  second-place  fin-
isher behind champion 
West Springfield with 
213 points .  They had 
t wo  c h a m p i o n s ,  K a l 
Ly at 132 pounds and 

John Bermundez at 285. 
Matthew Macphail and 
Hunter  Gormal ly  had 
runner-up finishes. The 
Falcons had one third 
place finisher and five 
fourth-place finishers.

Chicopee’s Michael 
Jenkins placed second at 
144 pounds.

In  the  Divis ion 3 
Western Mass. tourna-
ment at Mt. Greylock, 
B e l c h e r t o w n ,  w h i c h 
returned its program to 
varsity status this season, 
saw Jack Bergerson finish 
fourth at 175 pounds and 
Evan Perkins finish fifth 
at 150 pounds. Brogan 
Bottari also took fifth 
place at 120 pounds.

L u d l ow,  G r a n b y, 
Quabbin, and Pathfinder 
participate in the Central 
M a s s .  C h a m p i o n s h i p 
meet.  Ludlow’s Lucas 
Alvan took first place at 
175 pounds while Noah 
Simard was second at 
150. Ryan Gomes had a 
third-place finish at 126 
pounds.

Quabbin’s top finish-
er was Abe Brown at 126 
pounds. He finished in 
second place. Three oth-
ers, Brady Dennis at 215, 
Brent Benoit at 132, and 
Cole Wilson at 150, all 
took fourth place in the 
meet.

P a t h f i n d e r  h a d 
one placer, which was 
Dominic Jerry at  165 
pounds. Granby’s Nathan 
Benson finished fifth at 
113 pounds.

Young 
Knights 
in action

WESTFIELD – Last 
Friday evening, Holyoke’s 
5/6 youth basketball team 
was in action at Westfield 
last Friday evening in the 
final game of the season for 
the Red Division. Holyoke 
lost the matchup 54-30, end-
ing their season.

Streets of Holyoke set for 10K Road Race to be held next Saturday
By Gregory A. Scibelli

gscibelli@turley.com

HOLYOKE – The rich 
tradition that is the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Road Race 
will make its return next 
Saturday, March 22. This 
will be the 48th running of 
the popular race.

Louis Serafini was the 
big winner of last year’s 
event. He completed the 
very hilly, 6.2-mile course 
in 30:12. Serafini is from 
Cambridge.

The top female was a 
local runner from Western 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  A n n a 
Steinmen, of Springfield, 
came across the finish line 
at 37:00.

Ryan Davis, of South 
Hadley, was one of the top 
local finishers at 34:36. He 
was 20th overall.

This year’s race would 
feature runners from all 
over the region, the state, 
and surrounding states as 
many are preparing for the 
Boston Marathon, set to 
take place in just under a 
month. Many runners over 
the years have enjoyed 
using the St. Patrick’s Day 
Road Race as practice for 
the marathon because of the 
challenging hills through-
out the streets of Holyoke 
that runners must navigate 
through.

Of the more than 6,000 
runners who were regis-
tered, 4,442 finished the 
10K course last year. Race 
officials have said the par-

ticipation level in the event 
is still rebounding from the 
pandemic. Prior to the pan-
demic in 2019, race partic-
ipants totaled about 7,000. 
The race was not held 
in 2020 and 2021 before 
it returned in 2022 with 
around 5,000 participants. 
More made their way out to 
the race last year, but that 
number was surpassed this 
year.

Because of that, the 
start of the race featured 
multiple waves,  though 
4RUN3 ran the bibs and 
electronic results kept accu-
rate results for all those 
involved.

A number of this year’s 
participants were featured 
in the usual celebratory 
costumes and outfits for St. 
Patrick’s Day, while many 
others opted for cartoon 
and other fictional charac-
ters, such as Spider-Man. 
Several local running clubs 
also made their way to the 
race, as did the youth of the 
region. Youth participants in 
the race were as young as 
seven-years-old.

Security was in full 
force at the event with 
plenty of presence from 
the Massachusetts State 
Police, Holyoke Police, and 
Hampden County Sheriff’s 
Department, and the event 
went off without any inci-
dents.

If you’re still looking 
to participate in this year’s 
race, go to www.holyokest-
patricksroadrace.org.

Holyoke wrestlers 
complete tourney 
competition

Yaduel Morales reaches out for 
the loose ball.

SPORTS
acebook.com/turleysports@turleysportsdforbes@turley.com

A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS www.sports.turley.com

sports@turley.com

www.sports.turley.comA TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com SEND US YOUR SUBMISSIONS

SPORTSSPORTS

Jaydrian Santiago carefully dribbles toward the 
hoop. Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

Abdiel Colon sends a shot away.

The runners are off in the 2024 Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Road Race. Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli

Jayceon Gonzalez heads for 
the basket.

Male top finisher and first overall Louis 
Serafini, of Cambridge, finishes the race at 
30:12.

Anna Steinmen, of Springfield, was 
the top female finisher at 37:00.

The pace truck makes its way across the finish 
line followed by state police, which escorts the 
first set of runners.
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◗  Sports

Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries.

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place.

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits@turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Obituary Policy
The Holyoke Sun

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts

The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court

Hampden Probate 
and Family Court

50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 

(413)748-7758
Docket No. 

HD25P0466EA
Estate of: 

Robert John Weiss 
Also known as: 
Robert J Weiss 

Date of Death: 11/07/2024 
CITATION ON PETITION 

FOR FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal Adju-

dication of Intestacy has been 
filed by Theodore J. Moriarty  
of West Roxbury, MA request-
ing that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition.

The Petitioner requests that: 
Hyman G Darling  of Spring-
field, MA be appointed as Per-
sonal Representative(s) of said 
estate to serve With Personal 
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain 

a copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 a.m. 
on the return day of 04/03/2025. 
This is NOT a hearing date, but 
a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance and 
objection if you object to this 
proceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance and 
objection followed by an affi-
davit of objections within thir-
ty (30) days of the return day, 
action may be taken without 
further notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 

UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 

UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date: March 06, 2025 

Rosemary A Saccomani,
 Register of Probate

03/14/2025

Community Outreach Meeting
Notice is given that a Commu-

nity Outreach Meeting for a pro-
posed Marijuana Establishment 
is scheduled for April 1, 2025 at 
5 p.m. at 1 Cabot Street, Holy-
oke, MA 01040.

Exceptional Grow, LLC  is the 
proposed Tier 1 Cultivation com-
pany. There will be an opportuni-
ty for the public to ask questions.  
03/14/2025

City of Holyoke
Public Hearing Notice

The Holyoke Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing on 
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at 
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com ID: 
;836 3939 8493; Call in *67 646 
558 8656 to hear, pursuant to the 
Holyoke Zoning Ordinance, a 
Site Plan Review (Sec 10) and a 
Special Permit for Multiple Prin-
cipal Structures (Sec 5.4); Flor-
ence Bank submitted by Holyoke 
Retail, LLC to be located at 1504 
Northampton Street (015-00-
012, -013, -059). 

APPLICANT: 
Holyoke Retail, LLC 
PLANNING BOARD: 
Mimi Panitch 

03/07, 03/14/2025

Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 

The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 

Hampden Probate and 
Family Court
50 State Street

Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758

Docket No. HD25C0060CA 
In the matter of: 
Diane Humber

 aka Ida Dianna Freeman 
aka Ida Dianne Humber aka 

Diane McCollum 
aka Diane Humber 

aka Diane Ida McCollum 
Humber 

aka Ida Dian McCollum 
CITATION ON PETITION TO 

CHANGE NAME
A Petition to Change Name 

of Adult has been filed by 
Diane Humber aka Ida Dianna 
Freeman aka Ida Dianne 
Humber aka Diane McCollum 
aka Diane Humber aka Diane 
I d a  M c C o l l u m  H u m b e r 
aka Ida Dian McCollum of 
Holyoke, MA

requesting that the court enter 
a Decree changing their name to: 

Ida Dian McCollum
 IMPORTANT NOTICE
Any person may appear for 

purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at: 
Hampden Probate and Family 
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/10/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you must 
file a written appearance if you 
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court.
Date:  March 06, 2025

Rosemary A Saccomani
Register of Probate

03/14/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement

536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

INVITATION TO BID 
IFB #2025-28SD
MVP GREEN 

INFRASTRUCTURE

SULLIVAN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL & HOLYOKE 

HIGH SCHOOL
SEALED BIDS ARE DUE BY 

2:00PM, APRIL 10, 2025
The City of Holyoke invites 

electronic bids from qualified 
individuals or firms for Green In-
frastructure improvements at the 
two (2) Holyoke Public Schools 
for:

Exterior site work including 
porous pavements and a rain gar-
den at both the Sullivan Elemen-
tary School (400 Jarvis Avenue) 
and Holyoke High School (500 
Beech Street), Holyoke in accor-
dance with contract documents 
and specifications prepared by 
the City of Holyoke.

Bidding procedures shall be in 
accordance with the provisions 
of M.G.L. Chapter 30, Section 
39M and Chapter 30B, Section 
5 and minimum wage rates as 
required by M.G.L. Chapter 
149, Section 26- 27H, inclu-
sive as amended. It shall be the 
responsibility of each supplier 
to assure compliance with any 
OSHA, EPA, CORI, DEP, and/or 
FEDERAL, STATE of MASSA-
CHUSETTS rules, regulations or 
other requirements, as each may 
apply.Electronic bids for this 
project shall be received by the 
City of Holyoke through Project-
dog from responsible, responsive 
& qualified bidders. Plans can be 
obtained through project dog by 
creating an account and refer-
encing  Projectdog Project Code 
867426.   

Potential Bidders are strongly 
encouraged to attend the pre-bid 
conference will be held begin-
ning at 10:00 AM on Thursday 
MARCH 20, 2025 starting at 
the Sullivan Elementary School, 
400 Jarvis Avenue, and ending at 
Holyoke High School 500 Beech 
Street, Holyoke, MA 01040 (Bid-
ders are recommended to street 
park in the area of the schools.)

The City reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, and/
or waive any informality, if it is 
deemed to be in the public inter-
est to do so.
03/14/2025

Trial Court of Massachusetts 
Juvenile Court Department 
COMMONWEALTH OF 

MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex County

 Juvenile Court
Lowell Justice Center

 370 Jackson Street, 4th Flr. 
Lowell, MA 01852

978-441-2630
DOCKET NUMBER: 

24CP0120LO
SUMMONS BY 
PUBLICATION

 CARE AND PROTECTION, 
TERMINATION OF 

PARENTAL RIGHTS  
TO: Richard Rodriguez, Fa-

ther of Jaydez K Rodriguez: 
A petition has been presented to 
this court by DCF – Cambridge/
Somerville, seeking, as to the fol-
lowing child, Jaydez K Rodri-
guez, that said child be found in 
need of care and protection and 
committed to the Department 
of Children and Families. The 
court may dispense the rights of 
the person(s) named herein to 
receive notice of or to consent 
to any legal proceeding affecting 
the adoption, custody, or guard-
ianship or any other disposition 
of the child named herein, if it 
finds that the child is in need of 
care and protection and that the 
best interests of the child would 
be served by said disposition.

You are hereby ORDERED 
to appear in this court, at the 
court address set forth above, 
on the following date and time: 
05/01/2025 at 09:00 AM  Pre 
Trial Conference (CR/CV) 

You may bring an attorney 
with you. If you have a right to 
an attorney and if the court deter-
mines that you are indigent, the 
court will appoint an attorney to 
represent you.

If you fail to appear, the 
court may proceed on that date 
and any date thereafter to a tri-
al on the merits and adjudica-
tion of this matter.

For further information call 
the Office of the Clerk-Magis-
trate at 978-441-2630.

WITNESS: Hon. Brian P 

Frane, FIRST JUSTICE. 
DATE ISSUED: 03/05/2025

Elizabeth Sheehy, 
Clerk-Magistrate 

03/14, 03/21, 03/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Office of Procurement

536 Dwight Street, Room 3
Holyoke, MA 01040

2025-28W 
Wistariahurst Museum: 

Wall and Ceiling 
Bedroom Restoration Project

Documents are available 
starting on 3/12/15 at10AM
The City of Holyoke is seek-

ing sealed bids from qualified 
businesses to provide the conser-
vation treatment of one bedroom 
on the second floor featuring 
19th-century English pattern 
block printed wallpaper and ceil-
ing affected by water damage 
from a leaking chimney at Wista-
riahurst Museum, 238 Cabot St., 
Holyoke, MA 01040 including 
all materials and labor necessary 
to complete the work.

Involvement with any City of 
Holyoke Procurement shall be in 
accordance with M.G.L 30B, 30, 
c. 30B & 5, c. 7C & 44-57and 
Ch.149 all as amended. It shall 
be the responsibility of each 
supplier to assure compliance 
with any OSHA, EPA, CORI, 
DEP, and/or FEDERAL, STATE 
of MASSACHUSETTS rules, 
and regulations or other require-
ments, as each may apply.

Bids will be received until 
12:00 PM, EST on Tuesday, 
April 8, 2025. Email submis-
sions will not be accepted.

Interested Bidders are 
strongly recommended to at-
tend the site visit scheduled 
for March 20, 2025 at 2:00PM 
at 238 Cabot St., Holyoke, MA 
01040. 

The City reserves the right 
to reject any or all bids, and/
or waive any informality, if it is 
deemed to be in the public inter-
est to do so.
03/14/2025

Public Notices
ARE NOW ONLINE

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com

Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title.

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers.

1
2
3

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

◗  Public Notices

T RO I S - R I V I È R E S , 
QC  – The  Worcester Railers 
HC (27-24-2-4 60pts) lost to 
the Trois-Rivières Lions (38-
12-4-2, 82pts), on Sunday 
afternoon by a final score 
of 3-1 in front of a crowd 
of 2,684 at the Colisée 
Videotron. The Railers are 
back on the ice next at the 
DCU Center on Thursday, 
March 13th at 7:05 p.m. EST.

Trois-Rivières scored 
first Sunday afternoon as 
Isaac Dufort (1-0-1) gave the 
Lions a 1-0 lead followed 
by a Tyler Hylland (1-0-1) 
shorthanded goal. Worcester 
answered back with a short-
handed goal of their own, as 
it was Tyler Kobryn (1-0-1) 
who cut the Lions lead to 
one. Anthony Beauregard 
(1-0-1) finished off the scor-
ing with an empty net goal, 
leading to the 3-1 Trois-
Rivières win.

Despite Worcester out-
shooting Trois-Rivières 14-5 
in the first period, it was the 
Lions who went into the sec-
ond period with a 2-0 lead. It 
was Isaac Dufort (11th) who 
scored the first Lions goal 
7:15 into the first period on 
a loose puck in the slot. Tyler 
Hylland (10th) then scored 

a shorthanded goal on the 
rush off of a Worcester turn-
over 18:47 into the first. The 
Railers brought in Michael 
Bullion in from the bench 
for Hugo Ollas following 
the second Lions goal after 
allowing two goals on five 
shots faced.

The Railers got on the 
board in the second period 
with a shorthanded score 
of their own. Tyler Kobryn 
(7th) made it a 2-1 game 
15:42 into the second period. 
Despite power play opportu-
nities for both sides neither 
team was able to net anoth-
er goal in the second. Shots 
favored Worcester 13-7 in the 
second.

The Railers had two 
power play opportunities to 
tie this one up in the third 
but were not able to capital-
ize on the man advantage. 
Later in the period Railers 
sent Michael Bullion to the 
bench in an attempt to tie the 
game up late in the third but 
Anthony Beauregard (23rd) 
was able to jump a pass and 
score on the empty Worcester 
net to give the game its 3-1 
final score. Shots favored 
Worcester 17-11 in the third 
and 46-25 in the game.

Railers fall to Lions 
in weekend finale B R I D G E P O R T , 

Conn.  — The Springfield 
Thunderbirds (30-20-2-
4) blitzed the Bridgeport 
Islanders (12-38-4-3) for 
five unanswered goals in 
the final 40 minutes to pull 
away with a 5-2 win on 
Sunday afternoon at Total 
Mortgage Arena.

For a third straight 
game, the T-Birds were 
slow out of the gates, forc-
ing Vadim Zherenko to 
be tested early and often 
in the first period, as 14 
of the first 18 shots in the 
game went to the Islanders. 
Marshall Warren broke the 
levee 12:47 into the game 
with a wrist shot that elud-
ed Zherenko through traffic, 
giving Bridgeport a 1-0 lead.

After the T-Birds were 
forced to go down a man 
on a post-whistle roughing 
penalty, Liam Foudy made 
Springfield pay with his 
seventh goal of the season 
series at 14:45 to buoy the 
Isles lead to 2-0. 

Springfield finally got 
pressure on Hunter Miska’s 
net in the closing minutes, 
finishing the period with the 
final six attempts on goal, 
but the Bridgeport netmind-

er remained perfect, stop-
ping all 10 T-Birds shots in 
the first 20 minutes.

Zherenko was timely in 
the opening half of the sec-
ond period as the Islanders 
continued to mount a push 
to extend the lead. The 
Springfield backstop 
shined, with a 
p a i r  o f 
odd-man 
s tops  off 
Jack Randl 
a n d  A d a m 
Beckman to 
maintain the 
2-0 score. 

The T-Birds finally 
snapped out of their offen-
sive zone funk at 10:31 
as, on his 31st birthday, 
MacKenzie MacEachern 
turned in the high slot 
and flipped a shot toward 
Miska’s net that got a friend-
ly deflection from Nikita 
Alexandrov before finding 
the twine. Alexandrov’s 16th 
goal in just 33 games cut the 
Bridgeport lead in half, 2-1.

Like the Islanders did in 
the first, Springfield went to 
a power play and struck for 
the second time in as many 
minutes as Dalibor Dvorsky 
returned from retrieving a 

new stick on the bench and 
beat Miska under the cross-
bar at 12:17 for his ninth 
power-play goal of the sea-
son. The game-tying goal 
brought Dvorsky into a 
tie among AHL rookies in 

man-advantage tallies.
The tie score car-
ried into the final 

period, and 
the power 

p lay  came 
up  wi th  the 

difference-mak-
ing play as Matt 
Luff sent a puck 

perfectly into the paint, 
where Matthew Peca guided 
it past Miska just 1:17 into 
the third to give Springfield 
its first lead, 3-2. Peca’s 
26th of the season eventual-
ly became the game-winner, 
giving the captain his sec-
ond game-deciding goal in 
as many days, an 11-game 
point streak, and the AHL 
lead in game-winning goals.

Samuel Johannesson 
picked up assists on both 
of the T-Birds’ power-play 
goals, giving him 15 help-
ers on the man advantage 
for the season, tied for fifth 
most in the AHL. Corey 
Schueneman also had a 

two-assist night from the 
T-Birds’ blue line.

Springfield’s special 
teams were not finished, as 
just over five minutes after 
the Peca goal, Otto Stenberg 
retrieved a loose puck at the 
offensive blue line and fed a 
perfect blind pass to spring 
Hugh McGing on a short-
handed breakaway. McGing 
delivered the finishing strike 
through Miska, making it 
4-2 at 6:22 of the third.

Bridgeport’s power play 
could not make up the dif-
ference on a late chance, and 
Dvorsky capped the five-
goal run with an empty-net-
ter in the final minute to cap 
off the win. 

Zherenko completed a 
magnificent bounce-back 
performance with 36 saves 
for his 10th victory of the 
season and fourth in his last 
five starts.

With their magic num-
ber down to 18 in pursuit of 
a Calder Cup playoff berth, 
the  T-Birds begin a three-
game weekend on Friday as 
they make their lone visit to 
Upstate Medical University 
Arena against the Syracuse 
Crunch for a 7:00 p.m. puck 
drop.

T-Birds beat Islanders, move toward playoff berth

Read or subscribe to The Holyoke Sun online at www.sun.turley.com
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Classifieds
A TURLEY PUBLICATION  ❙  www.turley.com COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE Call us at 413.283.8393

12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS    ❙     SERVING 50  LO CAL C OMMUNITIES

ANTIQUE – ART – PRINTS – Victo-
rian era, some miscellaneous antiques 
including 1800’s Middle Eastern cooking 
pot, some musical instruments. Call 508-
612-9677.

SPORTS CARDS, over 100 Barbie dolls, 
old comic books, sports figurines, old 
sports magazines, old paperbacks, Elvis 
colletables, discounted. 413-530-6893, 
Palmer.

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler 
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD

Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00

All hardwood.
Tree length available

*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor 
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products 

(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central 
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood 
Furnace.  EPA Certified.  Titanium Stainless 
Steel.  26% Tax Credit.  Call (508)882-
0178

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND 
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs, 
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys, 
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware, 
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sewing 
machines, tools, radios, clocks, lan-
terns, lamps, kitchenware, cookware, 
knives, military, automotive, fire de-
partment, masonic, license plates, 
beer cans, barware, books, oil cans, 
advertising tins,hunting, fishing, 
signs, and more.

Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

2*******A & B HOUSEHOLD
REMOVAL SERVICE*******

Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming 
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster 
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates. 
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell 
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster 
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete 
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured. 
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN 
ELECTRICIAN?

Look no further! 
PJ’s Electrical offers fast 
and reliable electrical services 
for your home or business. 
Call now for a FREE estimate!

(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &        
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING 
& COOLING LLC. 

Licensed, insured HVAC Technician, 30 
years experience, repairs, full and 24 hour 
emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile, 
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free 
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors, 
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive 
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at 
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION
FADER’S FITNESS 

“We can always work something out.” 
Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and 
static exercise. Fully certified in personal 
training and nutrition and insured in the 
state of MA. 

Call 914-708-7849 
or send inquiries to

faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING
A+ ROZELL’S 

LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE
 Excavator Services

Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!

Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed

Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up

Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured

 Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

 MATT GUERTIN LANDSCAPING
Weekly Mowing

Landscape design and installation
Paver Patios, Walkways
 For more services visit 

mattguertinlandscaping.com
Call or text 413-266-9975

 Insured - Commercial - Residential

MASONRY

STOP WET 
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway 
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt 
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.  
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790. 
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING
DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING

Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16 
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200. 
Quality work. References available. Dave 
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING
GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING & 
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations, 
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen & 
Bath remodeling.  30 years experience. 
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505 

ROOFING
BW ROOFING

Insured, 10 years experience. 
Free estimates. 413-727-9846.

RUBBISH 
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned, 
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.  Family owned/
operated since 1950   (413)537-5090 

TREE WORK
AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential 
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove 
them before the wind takes them down. 
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE – Everything 
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump 
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING
DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding 
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Executive Director for 
Community Survival Center

in Indian Orchard
Resume and references to

survivalcenterio@gmail.com
Need experience in Management, 
Public Outreach, and Social Media
Four-day work week; 5 weeks vacation; 5 
days sick/personal time; holidays
$60,000 salary

LOCAL TREE SERVICE looking for 
climber and ground person. 
Must have driver’s license in good standing. 
Call 413-507-1949.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

FIREFIGHTER/EMT

The Town of Wilbraham is looking to fill a 
vacancy for Firefighter/EMT. Paramedic 
Certification or currently enrolled in para-
medic school highly preferred. 

For application and more info. visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.

Open until filled

Worthington Police 
Department

Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is 
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time 
Police Officer. 
Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years 
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess 
a valid driver’s license. They should also 
have a high school diploma/GED, license 
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts 
Municipal Police Training Committee and 
be POST certified.  

This is a benefited position with a salary 
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.
The successful candidate shall be highly 
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or 
near Worthington.  
This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief. 

Send letter of interest, resume and 
three references with relevant

 contact information to:
Worthington Police Department

 P.O. Box 247
 Worthington, MA  01098

Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us

Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed 
until the position is filled.

The Town of Worthington is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT
NEWLY REMODELED 2 BR., 15 
Vigeant St., Ware. Close to center of town, 
off-street parking, coin-op laundry. $1250/
mo. plus utilities. No pets. 413-323-8707.

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is 
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

SERVICESSERVICES SERVICES HELP WANTED

AUTO

MAIL TO:  Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393

Name:  ____________________________________________________ Phone: ______________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________________________ State:_______ Zip:_____________

Number of Weeks: _________________________________________ X  per week rate = $______________

Credit Card:            ❏  MasterCard        ❏ VISA        ❏  Discover         ❏  Cash          ❏  Check# ___________

Card #: ______________________________________________ Exp. Date ___________ CVV __________

Amount of charge:  ___________________________________________________Date: _______________

Quabbin
Village Hills

Circulation:
50,500

All Three ZONES for $26.00 
for 20 words plus 50¢ for 
each additional word. 

Suburban 
Residential
Circulation: 
59,000

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34 35 36

37 38 39 40

Base Price
$26.00

Base Price
$26.50

Base Price
$27.00

Base Price
$27.50

Base Price
$28.00

Base Price
$28.50

Base Price
$29.00

Base Price
$29.50

Base Price
$30.00

Base Price
$30.50

Base Price
$31.00

Base Price
$31.50

Base Price
$32.00

Base Price
$32.50

Base Price
$33.00

Base Price
$33.50

Base Price
$34.00

Base Price
$34.50

Base Price
$35.00

Base Price
$35.50

Base Price
$36.00

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

CATEGORY: 

DEADLINES:  FRIDAY AT NOON

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

GREAT VALUE!
ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR 

THE PRICE OF ONE!

JUNK REMOVAL

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.

413-531-1936
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here
CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

TAX TIMETAX TIME
20252025

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

413-967-8364
228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 Call For An 

Appointment

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned  and operated. Over 25 years experience.

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com

Free E-File & Direct Deposit

413-348-2279

JUNK REMOVAL

ARA JUNK 
FURNITURE
REMOVAL

Full house cleanouts, attics, base-
ments, garages, pools, hot tubs, 
sheds, decks. Same day service. 
8am-9pm. Credit cards accepted. 
Free estimates on phone.

Fully insured.
Call Pete 413-433-0356.

Find archives of this 
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

CASH FOR 
JUNK 

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE

CASH PAID AS IS

Post your 
job openings 

in our classifieds.
WE GET RESULTS! 

All real estate advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 
handicap, familial status (number of 
children and or pregnancy), national 
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination.
This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is  
1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT
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We have summer enrollment options 
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers. 

Structured daily schedule to include 
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts. 

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play. 

www.packardmountain.com

Co-ed • Grades 1-8
June 30 - August 15

The MacDuffie School • 66 School Street • Granby, MA 01033 • 413.255.0000 Ext.103

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm • Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at  MacDuffie.org/summer-camp

      Race Into Summer at

Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!

Space is
limited

so don’t
wait!

   Camp MacDuffi e!

Week 1: June 30 - July 3 
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18 

Week 4: July 21 - 25
Week 5: July 28 - August 1

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 7: August11-15

• Arts • Athletics • Coding • Science • Dance • Lego’s
 • Creative Writing • Theater • Science • And More!

66 School Street 
Granby, Massachusetts

For Boys & Girls 
in Grades 6 through 12

Come Be A Part Of Our Family!

Belchertown Kidz Club
TODDLER • PRESCHOOL • SCHOOL AGE

Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.
Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY

Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

Providing
Childcare for

30 years!

4 Stadler Street • (413) 323-54394 Stadler Street • (413) 323-5439
belchertownbelchertownkidzclubkidzclub@gmail.com@gmail.com

Follow Us
EEC LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. • JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND

9 Weeks • Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer! 
Swimming • Field Trips • Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool 

Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade • Full & Part-Time • Homework Support 

School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off • Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time • Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options

Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs. 
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!Join Our
Toddler Room 
Waitlist

NOW ENROLLING FOR SPRING/SUMMER/FALL PROGRAMS

Girl Scout Camp 
For All Girls!
DAY & 
OVERNIGHT
www.gscwm.org

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding, 
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

Greene Acres Equestrian Center L.L.C.

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24
2025 Summer Riding Sessions
June 23-27 • July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 • August 18-22

 9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD – 
Kamp for Kids, a summer 
day camp for children and 
young adults with and with-
out disabilities, has planned 
a season of special celebra-
tions in honor of the camp’s 
50th Anniversary, starting 
with a Golf FUN-raiser event 
on Thursday, April 10, 2025, 
from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
at Max’s Swing Lounge, lo-
cated at 1000 Columbus Av-
enue in Springfield.

The Golf FUN-raiser 
event will bring together sup-
porters, community mem-
bers, campers and friends to 
begin a season of celebration 

for 50 years of growth, in-
clusion, and joy for children 
and young adults of all abil-
ities. Proceeds from the Golf 
FUN-raiser will directly ben-
efit Kamp for Kids, helping 
to ensure that the camp con-
tinues to thrive for years to 
come.

Tickets are $100 and 
include access to the driving 
range, mini golf, appetizers, 
two drinks, and the chance 
to win exciting contests and 
prizes. Tickets can be pur-
chased at kamp50.eventbrite.
com. Sponsorship Opportu-
nities are also available for 
businesses and individuals. 

Those interested in sponsor-
ing this event should reach 
out to Kelly Brown at Kelly.
Brown@BHNInc.org or 413-
654-0930. Sponsorships can 
also be made on the event 
website, Kamp50.
EventBrite.com.

Founded in 
1975 by Dick 
and Judy Hoyt, 
Kamp for Kids 
was created to 
offer an inclusive 
camp experience for 
their son, Rick, who 
had cerebral palsy, and his 
brothers without disabilities. 
Over the years, the Hoyts 

have championed disability 
inclusion, inspiring count-
less families worldwide. 
Today, Kamp for Kids con-
tinues to honor their legacy, 

demonstrating that every 
child-regardless of 

ability-deserves 
the chance to 
participate in 
m e a n i n g f u l , 
fun, and edu-
cational experi-

ences.
Located in 

Westfield, Kamp for 
Kids serves children and 
young adults ages 5-22, both 
with and without disabilities, 

hailing from cities and towns 
throughout Western Mas-
sachusetts. Each summer, 
the camp provides a unique 
environment for growth and 
inclusion, offering activities 
such as expressive arts, out-
door education, arts & crafts, 
non-competitive sports, and 
a spray park-all designed 
to create a sense of belong-
ing and joy for every camp-
er. Kamp for Kids operates 
during the summer months, 
serving about 150 campers 
in three sessions.

“Kamp for Kids is cele-
brating 50 years of creating a 
space where every child, re-

gardless of ability, can grow, 
learn, and have fun together,” 
said Anne Benoit, Program 
Director of Kamp for Kids. 
“We’re excited to celebrate 
this milestone and look for-
ward to many more years 
of providing life-changing 
experiences that foster inclu-
sion, friendship, and person-
al growth.”

BHN has been provid-
ing behavioral health ser-
vices to children and families 
in Western Massachusetts 
since 1938. 

The agency provides 
community-based services 
that include innovative, inte-
grated whole-health models 
as well as traditional clinical 
and outpatient and therapeu-
tic services, day treatment, 
addiction services, crisis 
intervention and residential 
supports.

Kamp for Kids to celebrate 50 years of summer fun 
for all abilities with a Golf FUN-raiser on April 10

SUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDESUMMER CAMP GUIDE

These beautiful blooms and colorful art display are on exhibit 
at the Smith College Botanical Garden Spring Bulb Show which 
takes place now through Sunday, March 16.

Turley staff photo by Kara Walsh-Vey

SPRING FEVER

some input from counselors 
at each of the high schools.” 

Soto also clarified that 
as HPS is making this tran-
sition, students this year 
who have already passed 
the MCAS will not have to 
also make these competency 
requirements. 

This, instead, pertains 
to any students who are cur-
rently seniors and have not 
yet passed that assessment. 

After Soto presented this 
to the school committee, he 
requested that they send the 
matter to a subcommittee to 

discuss further. 
“What I would like to do 

is hopefully go into a deeper 
discussion at a sub commit-
tee meeting where we can 
dive deeper into any ques-
tions the school commit-
tee would have,” Soto said. 
“Ultimately we are looking 
for this year for the school 
committee to adopt a compe-
tency determination assess-
ment.”

He wants to have this 
matter discussed and decided 
on as quickly as possible so 
that the students in the high 
school currently, specifically 
the seniors, know what they 

need to do to graduate. 
“Part of why we are put-

ting this in front of you is 
because we want students to 
know what the competency 
determination is going to be 
for this year,” Soto said. 

Ultimately, while the 
school committee will make 
a decision on what the com-
petency assessment is for 
this year, this may not stay 
true for future years. 

“I anticipate that the 
state is working on further 
guidance that will either sup-
port whatever local decisions 
are made or provide more 
guidance on what is expect-

ed in competency determina-
tions,” Soto said.

However, as the districts 
wait for state guidance, they 
will simply have to set their 
own competency measures. 

This matter will be fur-
ther discussed at the next 
leadership and accountabili-
ty subcommittee, where the 
subcommittee will come to 
a decision they then recom-
mend to the full school com-
mittee. 

From there, the school 
committee will discuss the 
matter and take a vote on 
what to do for this school 
year. 

so we gave them the one park-
ing spot,” Bartley said. “Now 
they want two…if they want-
ed to pay for the parking, then 
that is another story, but they 
don’t. They want to take away 
from someone else’s use.”

City Councilor Linda 
Vacon asked if there could be 
potentially a temporary park-
ing space put in. 

“In some situations sim-
ilar to this we have been able 
to set up a drop off time with-
in the area,” Vacon said. “It 
would allow the van to not be 
jammed up against the corner 
and also not be taking up the 
space 24/7.”

City Councilor Meagan 

Magrath-Smith agreed with 
Vacon. 

“They can use the one 
temporary spot to drop people 
on and off like a loading area,” 
Magrath-Smith said. “Because 
they should be dropping peo-
ple off, they should not be 
parking somewhere and mak-
ing people walk.”

The councilors did not 
want to make it difficult for 
VCare to provide services to 
their customers, but they also 
do not want to make it unfair 
for other businesses in the 
area who have to pay for their 
parking. 

“What makes it difficult 
is that the service is needed,” 
City Councilor Israel Rivera 
said. “The necessity is there 

but I am kind of on the side of 
where Councilor Bartley was 
saying is that it is not fair to 
the rest of the businesses.”

Due to this, the com-
mittee tried to come up with 
potential alternate options for 
VCare outside of a second 
parking space. 

City Councilor Carmen 
Occasio proposed that VCare 
could work internally to alter-
nate the pick-up times of their 
vans so multiple vans are not 
arriving at the same parking 
spot at once. 

Bartley mentioned that 
maybe the vans could use the 
bus lane located outside of 
City Hall as a place to wait 
until their one parking spot is 
available. 

“Why can’t we allow 
VCare, because they are pub-
lic transportation basically, 
why can’t they cue their vans 
up there?” Bartley said.   “We 
can set up a system to allow 
them to park there.” 

Due to these proposed 
options, the committee tabled 
this matter to discuss it at a 
future meeting where they 
would have a legal form to go 
off of and they could call in 
representatives from VCare 
who they could question. 

The legal form will plan 
out a potential ordinance for 
a second parking spot, and 
the legal team will come back 
with an opinion concerning if 
VCare could use the bus lane 
as Bartley proposed. 

MCAS, from page 1

PARKING, from page 1


