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Business not
getting done

Fighting leads
to abrupt end to
council meeting

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The city
council meeting on Feb. 18
came to an abrupt end after
an hour and a half debate on
the topic of the professional
union contract.

The union contract
negotiation transfers had
been broken up into items
two, three, four, five and six
on the city council agenda.

Some councilors want-
ed to take all of these items
up as a package, as they all
appeared to be intra-depart-
mental transfers to make the
contract possible.

However, City
Councilor Kevin Jourdain
argued that item two could
technically count as an
interdepartmental transfer,
which would place it under
different rules.

“There is an extra
set of rules here relative
to item two...the mayor,
three through six, he has
not made these as intra-de-

partmental transfers and
therefore there is no more
interdepartmental rule prob-
lem” Jourdain said. “Item
two, though, still presents,
potentially, an interdepart-
mental transfer process.”

The transfer in item
two is in the mayor’s sala-
ry, but through the transfer
would be moved to other
salaries. The law depart-
ment believes that as the
money is for the same pur-
pose, the interdepartmental
rule would not apply.

Jourdain wanted to
have a discussion with the
Department of Revenue to
ensure that this item could
be counted as an intra-de-
partmental transfer.

Based on this and other
questions, City Councilor
Linda Vacon called for all
of the items to go to the
finance committee for fur-
ther discussion.

Attorney Michael
Bissonnette mentioned that
the law department had
already approved item two
as an intra-departmental
transfer.

“I think it is unfortu-

See BUSINESS, page 10
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Girls Inc. of the Valley participants and staff came together in the City Council Chambers to celebrate E-Week.

Courtesy photos by Hilary Lynn Photography

Guds Day hosted at City Hall

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
hosted a Girls Day celebra-
tion on Feb. 20 as a way to
encourage girls and gender
nonconforming youth to go
into different STEM fields.

“Our mission is to
inspire youth to be strong,
smart and bold through
things like encouraging them

to pursue careers and educa-
tion in things like STEM,”
Girls Inc. Volunteer and
Community Engagement
Coordinator Sasha Viands
said.

“Girls Inc. of the Valley
and many other organiza-
tions are encouraging girls
to explore STEM careers,”
Mayor Joshua Garcia said.
“With this kind of educa-
tion and the confidence it

instills young women can see
themselves as engineers and
as scientists, as innovators,
supervisors, as well as boss-
es.”

The day also acts as
a celebration of how far
women have come over the
last century.

“100 years ago in 1925
the career paths for young
women included domes-
tic related services, such as

maids and servants, teaching,
secretarial work and typing,”
Garcia said. “The education-
al opportunities for girls and
young women were extreme-
ly limited and so were the
jobs and job prospects...
Girls Day is a celebration
and an affirmation of the
progress that has been made
over the last 100 years.”

See GIRLS, page 6

Finalists selected for Peck logo contest

Zarayalee Perez Ramos, a sixth grader from STEM,
designed a logo for the Peck logo contest.

Middle School

Sixth Grader Malachi Agudelo from Metcalf

submitted a lovely phoenix logo for Peck.
Submitted photos

Yamil Ramos, a fifth grader from Donahue, enjoyed
drawing a phoenix for the Peck logo design

contest.

Fifth grader from Lawrence Alivia Magual came
up with a creative logo for Peck.

f

Seventh grader Dawyne Lopez from Metcalf had  Aishanelys Velez, a seventh grader from STEM

a creative integration of the Peck name with a
phoenix drawing for the Peck logo design contest.

Academy, drew a phoenix for the Peck logo
design contest.

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Earlier
this month, Holyoke Public
Schools held a contest to
design a logo for the new Peck
Middle School.

Students who will be
attending Peck were asked to
submit logo design ideas for
their new school.

“It is so fun to be able to
have students have an impact
and an effect on their new
school,” Chief of Strategy and
Turnaround Erin Linville said.

It was important to
Linville and other staff that the
students truly had a say in the
design of the logo, and they
thought this contest was a per-
fect way to do so.

“We really wanted to cen-
ter student voices like we did
in our process to decide on the
name of the school and with
what the mascot and colors
would be,” Linville said. “We
are building this school for
the students so they should be
reflected, represented and have
significant input on what the
identity of the school is going
to be.”

They were asked to keep
in mind the mascot of a phoe-
nix as well as the school col-
ors of red and black as they
worked on their logo designs.

Over 50 students submit-
ted logo design ideas for the
contest. A committee received
the selections and narrowed
the options down to six.

“We evaluated the 50
plus designs based on fit and
connection,” Linville said.
“We wanted to make sure
the design was appealing and
clear”

The finalists are: Yamil
Ramos (Donahue, grade 5),
Alivia Mangual (Lawrence,
grade 6), Dwayne Lopez
(Metcalf, grade 7), Malachi
Agudelo (Metcalf, grade 6),
Aishanelys Velez (STEM,
grade 7) and Zarayalee Perez
Ramos (STEM, grade 6).

A survey was then sent

See LOGO, page 6

KNIGHTS BEGIN PLAYOFFS

Chauncey Ruiz takes a free throw during Holyoke boys
basketball’s matchup with Chicopee Comprehensive last
Monday. The Knights won that matchup and went to the

Western Mass. semifinals. See more photos on Page 7.
Turley photo by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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City celebrates installation of business-sponsored banners

HOLYOKE - The City of
Holyoke is proud to announce
the successful installation of
its new city banners, a vibrant
initiative designed to decorate
and promote our community
while showcasing the com-
mitment and civic pride of our
local businesses and organi-
zations.

Thanks to the incredible
support from our sponsors,
these banners now adorn key
locations throughout Holyoke,
including Northampton Street,
Holyoke Community College,
and the Holyoke Mall. Each
banner highlights the logo
of a sponsoring business or
organization, showcasing their

dedication to beautifying and
enhancing the spirit of our
city.

The artwork for the
banners was guided by the
Holyoke Tourism Advisory
Committee, a volunteer board
comprised of local business-
es to promote visitation to
Holyoke through the Explore
Holyoke brand. “We know
visitors will connect with the
vibrant banners and want to
know more about our city,”
said Aaron Vega, Holyoke’s
Director of Planning &
Economic Development
and Chair of the Tourism
Advisory Committee. “This
banner program is just a part

of the many ways we hope to
drive visitors to discover more
at ExploreHolyoke.com.”
Mayor Joshua Garcia
expressed his gratitude, stat-
ing: “This project is a testa-
ment to the unity and pride of
Holyoke’s residents and busi-
nesses. We thank each spon-
sor for their invaluable contri-
bution to making this vision a
reality. Together, we are cre-
ating a welcoming, visually
stunning city for all to enjoy.”
The City of Holyoke
extends heartfelt thanks to
the following businesses and
organizations for their sup-
port: 1. City of Holyoke 2.
Holyoke Police Department

3. Holyoke Fire Department
4. Greater Holyoke
Chamber — Jordan Hart 5.
Behavioral Health Network,
Inc. — Jennifer Fournier 6.
BlazeXpress — Duane Harden
7. Venture X Holyoke —
Libby Smith 8. River Valley
Counseling Center — Rebecca
MacGregor 9. MiraVista
Behavioral Health Center —
Kimberley Lee 10. Holyoke
Community College — Jane
Johnson Vottero, M.S. 11.
Hazen Paper Co — John Hazen
12. Positive Results Medical
Billing Services — Candice
Michaelsen 13. PeoplesBank
— Matthew Bannister 14.
Gillis Insurance Agency,

Inc. — Christopher Gillis 15.
CHI Insurance Agency, Inc. —
Patrick Asselin 16. Marcotte
Ford — Suzanne Keller 17.
Holyoke Community Charter
School — Sonia Pope 18.
MIFA Victory Theatre —
Donald Sanders

For those who missed the
initial invitation, a few street
lamp locations are still avail-
able for sponsorship. This is a
unique opportunity to join our
banner initiative and proud-
ly represent your business or
organization in Holyoke. To
reserve your spot, visit the
City Banner Sign-Up Page
today: City Banner Sign-Up
Page Banner spaces are filling

quickly and are available on a
first-come, first-served basis.
Don’t miss this chance to con-
tribute to Holyoke’s beautifi-
cation and display your civic
pride.

The City Banner
Program is a collabora-
tive effort between the City
of Holyoke and its business
community, aimed at foster-
ing civic pride, supporting
local organizations, and cre-
ating a vibrant streetscape for
residents and visitors alike.
Banners will remain on dis-
play for a minimum of 12
months, ensuring maximum
exposure and community
impact.

UCCH to host corned heef dinner

Women’s History exhibit at museum

HOLYOKE - It’s that
time of year to start cele-
brating Saint Patrick’s Day.
At United Congregational
Church of Holyoke, that
means it’s also time to cele-
brate the March Community
Meal by serving Corned
Beef and Cabbage on Friday,
March 14 at 5 p.m. Dinner
will be followed by a family
movie at 6 p.m.

The Community Meal is
hosted on the second Friday
evening of each month at
the church at 300 Appleton
Street. All Are Welcome to

HOLYOKE

attend, and the meal is com-
pletely free of charge. The
menu changes monthly.
Parents must accompany
their children.

The United
Congregational Church of
Holyoke is an Open and
Affirming congrega-
tion of the United
Church of
Christ. We
welcome all
individuals,
regardless of
where they are
on their journey.

If you’d like to learn more
about UCCH, please visit our
website at www.uccholyoke.
org, find us on Facebook or
Instagram, or call our office
at 413-532-1483 Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m.

Wistariahurst Museum is
celebrating the Third Annual
Women’s History Month jur-
ied art showcase. This year,
the theme is Love, in all
forms. An opening reception
will be held on March 13,
2025. “Love, in all forms” is
an array of artwork of vary-
ing mediums that analyzes
how love impacts our lives.
The exhibition features the
work of artists who identify
as women and non-binary.
These artists’ work reflects
different experiences and

— concepts revolving around

love, and what love means
to them. Love can be painful,
a process, joyful, romantic,
platonic, a feeling, an object,
a memory; love is beautiful
in all its forms.

Artists featured in this
exhibit include Mariana
Cicerchia, Katherine
McClelland, Isabella Livoti
and Dawn Allen among oth-
ers. There are also several
other local artists featured in
this year’s exhibition along-
side our featured artists.

The opening recep-

tion of “Love, in all forms”
will be held Thursday,
March 13, from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. Wistariahurst is
an artist-friendly space that
encourages creativity and
supports the growth of this
region’s artists. Open Gallery
Hours will be held from
March 13 to April 15 on
Mondays (10 a.m. to 2 p.m.)
and Tuesdays (4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m.), which will also
be free and open to the pub-
lic. We hope that you stop
by and explore “Love, in all
forms!”

Marshal Mania set

Saint Patrick

City to raise Irish Flag March 1

for next Saturday

HOLYOKE - The
St. Patrick’s Committee
of Holyoke will host the
2025 Marshal Mania
Kick-Off Party on
Saturday, March 1, at the
Log Cabin in Holyoke.

Doors open at 6:30
p.m. Eavesdrop, an
Americana-pop/Folk-
Soul band from the
Pioneer Valley, will start
at 8:00 p.m., followed by
Unforgettable Fire, the #1

Premier U2 Tribute Band.
Liberty Bank generously
sponsors this year’s event.

There will be a cash
bar, food for sale from the
Log Cabin, and raffles.

Tickets are $20 per
person.

Contact Jeff Walsh
at jeffwalsh127 @gmail.
com at 413-530-3944 or
Johnny Driscoll at johnny-
driscoll@live.com at 413-
530-3328.

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties invite
the public to participate
in the Irish Flag Raising
Exercise on Saturday March
1 at 10 a.m. at Holyoke City
Hall to celebrate the Irish
American Heritage Month of
March.

Mayor Josh Garcia and
Holyoke City officials plan
to be in attendance.

Hibernian President
Joe O’Connor will preside
as Master of Ceremonies.
Other dignitaries planning to
be in attendance: represent-
ing Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Parade Committee will be
2025 Parade President John
Beaulieu and Parade Grand
Marshal James Lavelle;
Barbara Twohig President
of the Massachusetts State
Ladies Ancient Order of

Hibernians; Mary Kate
O’Connor President of the
Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians Division 2 and
President Sean Cahillane of
the Irish Cultural Center of
Western New England. Piper
Matt O’Connor will play
the pipes at the event and
Sheila Moreau will sing the
American and Irish Anthems.
There are over 31.5
million residents who claim
Irish Ancestry in America.
The U.S. Congress designat-
ed March as Irish American
Heritage Month in 1991.

Novena offered

HOLYOKE - Saint
Jerome Parish located at
169 Hampden Street in
Holyoke is once again host-
ing a Novena to Saint Patrick
beginning on Sunday, March
9 and concluding on Monday,
March 17. Nine priests from
throughout the Diocese will
be serving as the celebrants
of the Novena Masses. All are
invited to attend. Information
about Mass times and cele-
brants may be obtained by
contacting the Parish Office
at 413-532-6381.

ARTery to feature Bouzarjmehr

Greater Springfield Habitat’s

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Art is excited to announce
its opening reception for
March’s Featured Artist,
Mehrnoush Bouzarjmehr, on
Saturday, March 1, from 12
to 3 p.m. at the ARTery. The
exhibition will be on dis-
play at the ARTery, located
at 289 High St. in Holyoke,
MA, throughout the month
of March. Regular gallery
hours are Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. or by appointment.

Visit www.holyokeart.
com or call 413-420-8303
for more information.

Mehrnoush
Bouzarjmehr brings a rich,
multi-layered artistic his-
tory to her work. Born in
Iran, she worked for two
decades as a midwife, a role
that influenced her deeply.
In 2017, after immigrat-
ing to the United States,
she reignited her passion
for painting, working with
mediums such as oil, acryl-
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ic, watercolor, gouache,
and traditional Persian
techniques like Tazhib and
Gol-o-Morgh. Her work has
been featured in exhibitions
throughout the Northeast,
earning several awards.
Bouzarjmehr now calls
Holyoke home, where her
art is infused with the city’s
beauty and energy.

“For me, painting is
more than blending colors—
it is the creation of life in
silence. Every painting is a
piece of my soul, bringing
peace and life wherever it
goes”, said Mehrnoush.

We invite art lovers and
the community to experi-
ence the soulful and evoc-
ative works of Mehrnoush
Bouzarjmehr. Don’t miss
this opportunity to explore
her journey and vision
through her vibrant, sto-
ry-filled creations. Join us at
The ARTery to celebrate art
that inspires and connects.
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Women Build kickoff is March 12

WEST SPRINGFIELD
— In honor of Women’s
History Month, International
Women’s Day, and Habitat
for Humanity International’s
Women Build Week, our
local affiliate will kick off its
own “Women Build” event.

Held Wednesday, March
12, at White Lion Brewing
Company’s Community
Boom Room (1500 Main
St) in Springfield, the event
starts at 6pm and is free to
the public. No registration is
necessary.

Women Build provides
an opportunity for women
to take the proactive step
in helping limited-income
women and their fami-
lies build stability through
affordable homeownership.
After all, more than 70%
of Habitat homeowners are
women.
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Wednesday, March 12

6pm

E: -1 White Lion Brewing
Community Boom Room
1500 Main St, Springfield

Habitat for Humanity will hold a Women Build kickoff event on

March 12.

To participate, individ-
uals and teams fundraise or
obtain a sponsorship. Then,
they build for a day (or two),
together, contributing to
make a home more afford-
able. It costs approximately
$255,000 to build a Habitat
home, not including labor, in
Hampden County.

There are a variety of
sponsorship levels avail-
able. They include (1) indi-
vidual opportunity; (2) team
options; and (2) sponsor
packages. Individual fund-
raisers and teams will have
access to an easy-to-use,
secure online donation plat-
form that can be shared with
family, friends, acquaintanc-
es, and colleagues.

No experience is neces-
sary. All tools and materials

Submitted photos

are supplied on a build site.
All are welcome, even men,
and expert instruction is pro-
vided. Every dollar raised
will support local projects
and affordable housing with-
in Hampden County.

GSHFH is dedicated to
strengthening communities
by empowering low-income
families to change their lives
and the lives of future gener-
ations through homeowner-
ship and home preservation
opportunities. Since 1987,
Greater Springfield Habitat
has built or repaired 129
homes in Hampden County.

For more information,
contact Olga Callirgos,
Homeowner Programs coor-
dinator, at callirgos@hab-
itatspringfield.org or (413)
739-5503 x1003.

CHECK OUT ALL THE

Tu rleyPuincations
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Auto dealer Gary Rome joins fundraising campaign

HOLYOKE - For the fifth
year in a row, auto dealer Gary
Rome is partnering with the
HCC Foundation for a one-day
campaign to raise money for
student support programs and
academic resources at Holyoke
Community College.

The annual “Together
HCC: Drive to Change Lives”
campaign is set for Tuesday,
March 4, and will run for 24
hours, from 12:01 a.m. to
midnight. With a goal of 500
donors and $230,000, this
year’s success would put the
campaign’s six-year cumulative
support total above $1 million.

“Each year, our giving

day demonstrates the extraor-
dinary power of community
support,” said Julie Phillips,
HCC director of development.
“Reaching $1 million in cumu-
lative giving would be remark-
able, but what’s more signif-
icant is how these gifts have
removed barriers and created
opportunities for countless stu-
dents.”

Donations can be made
through a secure portal on the
HCC website: hec.edu/drive

The goal of the cam-
paign is to raise money for
six areas that directly sup-
port HCC students: academ-
ic excellence and innova-

tion; scholarships; the Thrive
Student Resource Center and
Food Pantry; the President’s
Student Emergency Fund;
the President’s Fund for
Opportunity and the HCC
Foundation’s general, unre-
stricted fund.

One of the key part-
ners in the HCC campaign is
Rome, an HCC Foundation
board member and owner
of Gary Rome Hyundai in
Holyoke. Rome has pledged
to donate $5,000 when 125
people donate to the cam-
paign and add the comment
“#TogetherHCC” to the deal-
ership’s Facebook campaign

post on March 4.
“Education transforms
lives,” said Rome. “I see it

firsthand in our community
through HCC graduates who
become our employees, col-
leagues, and leaders.”

Additionally, long-
time HCC supporters Peg
Wendlandt *58 and her hus-
band Gary Wendlandt will
provide $100,000 in chal-
lenge gifts throughout the
day. Altogether, the one-day
campaign has the potential to
unlock more than $125,000 in
matching donations.

The HCC Foundation

launched “Together HCC:

A Campaign for Caring” in
March 2020 to build commu-
nity support and raise money
for students experiencing
financial distress during the
pandemic. As part of that
campaign, members of the
HCC community — students,
staff, faculty, alumni, rel-
atives, and college friends —
were asked to use the hashtag
#TogetherHCC to share stories
and images on social media
that demonstrated the resil-
ience of the college communi-
ty in response to the COVID-
19 crisis.

In its first year, the
campaign raised $40,000

for the President’s Student
Emergency Fund and was
selected as a finalist for a
national Bellwether award.
Since 2021, with Rome signed
on, HCC has added the “Drive
to Change Lives” theme and
collectively raised more than
$700,000 for student support
programs.

“Every gift to the
‘Together HCC’ campaign
matters,” said Phillips. “When
we remove barriers for one
student, we’re not just chang-
ing their life, we’re trans-
forming their family’s future
and strengthening our entire
region.”

Committee to honor Sullivan

HOLYOKE - Join the
St. Patrick’s Committee
of Holyoke as we honor
Frederick L. Sullivan, Esq.,
the 2025 Ambassador Award
recipient. A plated breakfast
will be served, and speeches
will be given to honor Fred
Sullivan and his work in con-
necting with the Republic of
Ireland. Tickets are $25 per
person, and tables of 8 can
be reserved. Sponsorship of
$1,500 is available, which
includes tickets for 8 and a
full-page color ad in the pro-

gram book. Full-
page color ads
are $200, Cairde/
Friend patronships
are available for
$50, and regular
Patron support
is $20. The event
will be held on
Sunday, March 23
with registration
going form 7:30 to
8 a.m. The break-
fast program will begin at 8
a.m. The event will be held
at Wyckoff Country Club in

Frederick L.
Sullivan, Esq.,

Holyoke.

Please RSVP
by March 7; for
tickets, spon-
sorship, or any
questions, please
contact Kathy
Gallivan at kgal-
livan04 @ gmail.
com or (413) 777-
8700.

For more
information,
please visit our website
at www.holyokestpatrickspa-
rade.com.

Annual ‘Battle of the Bars’ gets
ready to rumble this weekend

HOLYOKE - The
St. Patrick’s Committee of
Holyoke will hold the fifth
annual Battle of the Bars bar-
tending event at the Holyoke
Knight of Columbus Council
90 to fundraise for the
Committee to offset the costs
of the bands and entertain-
ment on Parade Weekend.
The event will be held
Friday, Feb. 28, from 5:30
to 9:30 p.m. The event will
feature one bartender from
each of the Bars listed below.
They will battle each other to
see who can raise the most
tips for donations to the
Parade. In addition to one
final winner, each round will
have a cash prize winner.

Event Chair Kelly
McGivern says, “We are
so excited to have these six
amazing bartenders and
establishments back again for
another fun-filled year. With
Holyoke and South Hadley a
part of the Holyoke Regional

Committee, we are beyond
lucky for all of the support
of everyone who comes out
each here to kick off our
green season and support us.”

The event is open to
the public and encourages
them to support their favor-
ite bar, bartender, and the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. The 2024 winner
was Trista Kasperowski with
Donovan’s Irish Pub. The

7 - 8 p.m.

8-9p.m.

[ty

6-7pm. <

media is invited to attend.
More information on the
event can be found on the
Committee website here:
holyokestpatricksparade.
com/events/2025-battle-of-
the-bars.

The 72nd Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Parade will be
held on Sunday, March 23,
and the 48th Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Road Race will be
held on Saturday, March 22.

Donovan’s Irish Pub -

with Trista Kasperowski

Pic’s Pub & Pizzeria -
with Matt Dulude

N\ r

JP’s Restaurant -
with Mary Kate Glasheen
Halfway House Lounge -

with Colleen Flanagan

Griffin’s Cafe -
with Ashleigh McNulty
Francie’s Tavern -
with Chy Clemens

<

N\ r

<

Dobbin Tartin

HOLYOKE - Kick off
the start of March and Parade
Season by getting decked
out in your favorite Holyoke
tartan. This seventh-annual
event celebrates the retire-
ment of Dobbin, the horse
from the Yankee Pedlar to the
Holyoke Merry-Go-Round.

All funds raised at the
event go to support the St.

party kicks off green season

Patrick’s Committee of
Holyoke and their annual
Parade Weekend. Come pick
up new and favorite tartan
items at this exclusive event.
Tickets for this event
will only be sold at the door.
They are $5 per person or
$10 per family, cash or check
only. Admission includes
unlimited rides on the mer-

ry-go-round, face painting,
hair braiding, glitter designs,
crafts, and a photo booth.
There will also be a raffle,
the White Hut food truck,
and beer and wine will be
available for purchase.

For more information,
please visit our website at
www.holyokestpatrickspa-
rade.com.

The Healys

onovamn s
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HCC to host ‘Fresh Check Day’

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Community College will host
a day dedicated to promoting
mental health and wellness
on Tuesday, March 11.

“Fresh Check Day”
will run from 11 a.m. to 2
p-m. in the Campus Center
cafeteria.

This innovative pro-
gram, developed by the
Connecticut-based Jordan
Porco Foundation, is
designed to bring together
the campus community to
“check in” on the mental
health and wellness of col-
lege students. The event is
free and open to all.

Organized by HCC’s
Office of Community
Standards and Wellbeing, in
partnership with other cam-
pus departments and student
volunteers, Fresh Check
Day at Holyoke Community
College aims to create a
supportive and engaging
atmosphere. The event will
transform the HCC cafeteria
into a vibrant expo-like set-
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ting with interactive exhibits,
food prizes, and giveaways.

“At HCC, we recog-
nize that mental health is
just as important as physi-
cal health,” said Jessica Hill,
director of community stan-
dards and wellbeing. “Fresh
Check Day is a vital oppor-
tunity for us to come togeth-
er as a community to raise
awareness, reduce stigma,
and provide resources that
support the well-being of
our students. By prioritizing
mental health, we empower
our students to thrive both
academically and personally,
ensuring they have the tools
to succeed beyond the class-
room.”

Highlights include
interactive exhibits and
activities designed to edu-
cate and engage students on
mental health topics, such
as stress management, anx-
iety, depression, and sui-
cide prevention; community
engagement opportunities
where students can connect
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with their peers and to cam-
pus resources in a positive,
community-focused environ-
ment; and prizes and give-
aways.

The Jordan Porco
Foundation is a nonprofit
based in Wethersfield, Conn.
It was founded in 2011 by
Ernie and Marisa Porco after
they lost their son Jordan to
suicide when he was a fresh-
man in college.

The goal of Fresh
Check Day is to create an
approachable and hopeful
environment for discussing
mental health and support-
ing student wellness. The
event features peer-to-peer
activities, interactive booths,
and various resources aimed
at promoting mental health
awareness and suicide pre-
vention among college stu-
dents.

For more details about
Fresh Check Day at HCC,
please contact Jessica Hill
at 413-552-2551 or jhill2@

hcc.edu.
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Can | get extra Social Security
for my military service?

Dear Rusty:

Please help, I served
from 1964 to 1966 in the US
Army.

I have been trying to
contact Social Security in
order to request extra ben-
efits for veterans. The tele-
phone is a recording and
you never get to speak to
anyone. The web site at
www.ssa.gov is useless to
me. I went to the SS office
and there was a huge line
outdoors in the freezing
cold. I am disabled and
cannot stand on a line in
this cold. Please advise
me about my options.
Financially, is it worth the
trouble?

Signed: Disabled
American Veteran

My profound thanks for
your service to our country.

FYI, the “special extra
credit for military service”
you refer to does not pro-
vide an incremental Social
Security benefit amount
for military veterans.
Rather, it adds an addition-
al amount to your record-
ing earnings for the years
you served, which may or
may not affect your Social
Security benefit. FYI, I've
written numerous articles
on this topic, one of which
you can read at this link:
www.socialsecurityreport.
org/ask-rusty-older-veter-
an-asks-about-special-so-
cial-security-credit-for-mili-
tary-service/.

In your case, serving
between 1964 and 1966, if
you told Social Security of
your military service when
you applied for benefits or
gave them a copy of your
DD-214, they would have
added up to $1,200 per year
to your recorded military
pay record (FYI, those who
served after 1967 were auto-
matically given earnings
credit for their military ser-
vice years).

However, whether
those special extra credits
would affect your SS ben-
efit depends on what your
lifetime earnings record
was when you later claimed
SS. When you applied for
benefits, Social Security
reviewed your lifetime earn-
ings record and used the
highest earning 35 years
of earnings over your life-
time (adjusted for inflation)
to calculate your “Primary
Insurance Amount” or
“PIA,” which is what you
get if you claim benefits to
start at your SS full retire-
ment age.

If, after your military
service, you had 35 or more
years of earnings which
were higher than what you
earned while serving, Social
Security would have used
those later higher earnings
to calculate your benefit,
and your military earnings
wouldn’t affect your benefit.
If, however, any of your mil-
itary earnings including the
“special extra credits” were
among the highest over your
lifetime, then those higher
military earnings would be
included when calculating

your benefit.

So, whether you will
benefit from these “special
extra credits for military
service” depends largely
on your post-service earn-
ings history. If your mili-
tary earnings were among
the highest earning years
over your lifetime, and you
provided SSA with a copy
of your DD-214 when you
applied for Social Security,
then your current SS benefit
already includes consider-
ation of your military ser-
vice.

Social Security should
have asked about your
military service when you
applied. If you didn’t advise
SS of your military service
when you applied for Social
Security, or if you aren’t
sure, you should contact
the SSA at 1.800.772.1213
and ask if you were given
those “special extra credits
for military service” when
you applied. However, if
you had at least 35 years of
higher earnings after you
left military service, your
current SS benefit is already
based on those later higher
earning years, and you will
not get anything addition-
al from those “special extra
credits” for your military
service years.

FYI, we know it is
often difficult to con-
tact the Social Security
Administration by phone,
as well as trying to visit
SSA offices without an
appointment, which is why
our AMAC Foundation
provides this free service).
SSA is now allowing in-per-
son visits “by appointment
only” and you can call the
above number to schedule
an in-person appointment at
your local SSA office. But
before you do, please con-
sider what I've said above.
And remember that your SS
benefit is based on the high-
est earning 35 years over
your entire lifetime and each
year represents only 1/35th
of your benefit amount. So,
is it worth the trouble? That
depends on whether your
military earnings, including
the “special extra credits for
military service,” are among
the highest over your entire
lifetime. If the answer is
“yes” then it is likely worth
it; if ”no” then perhaps not.

The Association Mature
Citizens Foundation and its
staff are not affiliated with
or endorsed by the Social
Security Administration or
any other governmental
entity. This article is intend-
ed for information purpos-
es and does not represent
legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opin-
ions and interpretations
of the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s staff,
trained and accredited by
the National Social Security
Association To submit a
question, visit amacfounda-
tion.org/programs/social-se-
curity-advisory or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfounda-
tion.org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.
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By Ellenor Downer

Oakham resident said he

and a friend on Feb. 12
startled a flock of about eight
snow buntings as they drove
along Adams Road in New
Braintree.

He said, “The buntings
are seen here every winter.”
On Feb. 18, I drove over
Adams Road and saw the
same flock of snow buntings.
Their white bellies will visi-
ble as they flew up from the
side of the road.

The snow bunting is
seven inches long with a
plumpish body. In winter,
snow buntings are streaked
with buff and black. The ear
patch and the back is streaked
with buff as well as the flanks
and breast. The belly is

Ireceived an email from an
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white and the bill yellow-or-
ange. The male’s crown is
black and the female’s buff.

The male in summer is
a striking white and black.
The head and breast are white
and the back, tail and bill are
black. The female in summer
plumage is a more subdued
version of the male with her
head a gray color.

Snow buntings sum-
mer on the tundra and
rocky shores, their breeding
grounds. The female lays
three to nine creamy blue or
gray eggs in a nest of moss,
grasses and earth placed on
rocky ground. Their song is
a musical warble and calls
include “tew” and soft, buzzy
notes.

In winter, they inhab-

Snow bunting

it open fields, roadsides
and beaches in the southern
Canada and the United States.

Brown creeper

Last week, I saw a brown
creeper moving up a tree
near one of my bird feeders
and suet cakes. When they
get near the top of the tree,
they fly down to the base and
climb up the tree in a different
spot on the tree.

Birds and more at my
feeder

Sunday during the storm,
I spotted an opossum under
my feeder digging in the
snow for seeds. At this point,
it switched to rain and the
opossum had wet fur. Besides

See YARD, page 5

Backyard sugaring a fond memory to revisit

since we tapped our

maple trees and
boiled down the
sap

It has been a few years

My husband

and I agreed that
with the upcom-

ing forecast of cold
nights and warm
days it was time to
get out our supplies
and give it another go
‘round.

Our backyard syruping
days go back to the dating
phase of our relationship.
Enjoying homesteading activ-
ities together made me certain
that he was a “keeper.”

I’m pulling this column
straight from the archives and
rereading it to be sure we get
off to a good start.

Maybe you too will give
sugaring a try!

Although the sap from
most native species of maple
can be used to make syrup,
sugar maple sap is most desir-
able because it has a high
sugar content. Sugar maples
also bud out later than other
species, a good feature con-
sidering sap from trees that
have begun to break bud will
produce syrup with an off-
taste.

The trees you tap should
be at least 10-12 inches in
diameter at 4.5 feet off the
ground. One tap is sufficient

* for
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healthy maples that size, three
for those over 25” in diameter
and two for those that fall in
between.

Tapholes are usual-
ly made 3-4 feet from the
ground for ease of mainte-
nance. You’ll want to drill
slightly upward 2.5-3 inch-
es into healthy sapwood (not
dark heartwood).

Space taps evenly around
the tree. The metal spout
or spile is inserted into the
taphole and set in place with
a gentle tap.

For small scale produc-
tion, clean water or milk jugs
with work great to collect
the sap- simply cut a small
hole to accommodate the
spout. Over the years we have
upgraded to plastic spiles that
attach to tubing inserted into
a hole in a five gallon food-
safe plastic container.

Whatever containers you
use, be sure to make sure
they are covered to prevent

rain and debris from getting
inside.
When the weath-
er is perfect, i.e.
warm days and
below freezing
nights, sap
will flow. On
really good
days I remember
dumping the gallon jug
mid-afternoon to make
room for more!
With our new set-up we
usually collect 3-4 gallons per
tree on a good day.When my
kids were little they would
graph just how much each
tree produced!

Don’t let too many days
go by before you begin to
boil down your sap, though,
or it will spoil.

For our evaporator we
rigged up a commercial stain-
less steel pan that fits over a
stone outdoor barbecue that
came with the property. It has
worked out quite well for us.

Whatever you decide
to use, be wary of boiling
indoors — I have heard hor-
ror stories of the sticky steam
doing a great job of lifting
kitchen wallpaper!

As T recall, my urban
sister-in-law once boiled sap
down on a gas camp stove
out on her deck. We weren’t
talking hundreds of gallons

See GARDEN, page 5

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or

emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s
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newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.

For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news

As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

fundraisers.

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or

Candidates who wish to further publicize their

candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-

Holyoke Sun.

tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

stimates suggest that
Eup to 80 percent of

medical bills contain at
least one error. That’s why I
always recommend to my cli-
ents that they not pay a med-
ical or hospital bill until they
have received an itemized
bill and carefully reviewed it.

There are a lot of rea-
sons for mistakes in medical
billings, which can cause you
to incur a bigger-than-expect-
ed bill or your insurance to
be denied, as I wrote recent-
ly.

Some common types
of medical billing errors
include:

* Incorrect diagnos-
tic codes: For example, an
administrator might enter the
wrong code, indicating that a
patient had an X-ray on both
legs when only one leg was
imaged.

* Typos: A typo can
cause a single saline drip to
be registered as many more.

* Incomplete or incorrect
information: Information for

Vour
healtn

a patient or provider might be
entered incorrectly or incom-
pletely.

* Duplicate billing: The
same service might be billed
for more than once.

When you receive an
unexpectedly large medical
bill, the first thing to do is
take a deep breath, ask for
an itemized bill (which you
are legally entitled to), and
review it for errors. If you
think there are errors — or the
bill is just too big for you to
handle — the worst thing to
do is to ignore it.

Instead, challenge it.
A study just published in
JAMA Health Forum found
that it’s worthwhile.

Erin Duffy, a research
scientist at the University
of Southern California’s
Shaeffer Center for Health
Policy and Economics, sur-
veyed a cross-section of
health consumers and found
that one in five — fully 20
percent — reported that their
household had received a

Should you challenge a medical bill?

medical bill that they could
not afford or didn’t agree
with.

Most of them didn’t
reach out to the health-care
provider because they didn’t
think it would make a dif-
ference. But, she wrote, “the
experiences of those who did
reach out provide evidence to
the contrary.”

“Most respondents who
reached out reported at least
one form of financial relief,
bill corrections, or better
understanding of the bill,”
she wrote. “These findings
suggest that patients bene-
fit from reaching out to the
billing office on receiving a
problematic bill, and those
who do not reach out may be
missing financially advanta-
geous opportunities.”

The study found few dif-
ferences in the households
reporting problem bills — the
residents had different lev-
els of income and education.
But these factors did affect a
person’s willingness to call
about their medical bill.

“Those who were unin-
sured, Medicare insured,
and less educated were less
likely to reach out to the bill-
ing office,” Duffy reported.
“These differences in self-ad-
vocacy may be widening
the gap in financial burden
of health care between those
with higher and lower socio-
economic status.”

Self-advocacy is not
easy, and challenging a med-

ical bill can be time-consum-
ing and frustrating. Some of
the people in Duffy’s study
said they had spent five hours
or more contesting a bill, and
quite a few said they didn’t
feel the people in charge
were respectful to them.

But if the outcome
is a reduced bill or a pay-
ment plan, it can be worth
the effort. It’s estimated that
Americans are carrying more
than $200 billion in medical
debt, the majority of it by
people who owe $10,000 or
more. While the three major
credit agencies no longer
include medical debts under
$500 on credit reports, it
can still impact credit scores
if the health organization
reports it to the credit agen-
cies.

Tellingly, only 3.5 per-
cent of the respondents
sought help from an advo-
cacy organization to contact
the billing office, Duffy said.
The time burden plus the fact
that many of the people sur-
veyed didn’t reach out at all
indicates “there may be an
unmet need for formal assis-
tance navigating bills,” she
wrote.

Patient advocates are
one source of such for-
mal assistance. They nav-
igate the intricacies of the
health-care system itself and
its mind-boggling billing
systems, too. A medically
trained patient advocate can
look at an itemized medical

bill and spot duplications
and inconsistencies that a lay
advocate may miss.

To avoid mistakes and
misunderstandings, under-
stand your health insurance
coverage; ask questions
when you don’t. Know what
your deductibles, coinsur-
ance, copays and out-of-
pocket maximums are. Ask
why your doctor is ordering
certain tests or procedures.
Call your insurer in advance
to find out how much you’ll
be asked to pay. Always
document the answers you
receive, who you spoke to,
and when. Get promises in
writing. And if you’re unin-
sured, be upfront about it.

After all that, if you still
receive a bill you think has
errors, advocate for yourself
and you may save yourself
some money.

Teri (Dreher)
Frykenberg, a registered
nurse and board-certi-
fied patient advocate, is
the founder of Northshore
Patient Advocates LLC
(NShore). She is also
founder and CEO of Nurse
Advocate Entrepreneur,
which trains medical pro-
fessionals to become suc-
cessful private patient advo-
cates. Teri offers a free phone
consultation to newspaper
readers as well as to nurses
interested in becoming advo-
cates. Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.

YAR D, from page 4

the opossum, I had squirrels
and the usual black-capped
chickadees, white-breasted
nuthatches, tufted titmice,
downy woodpeckers, dark
eyed juncos, bluejays and
mourning doves.

Bald eagle
An Oakham resident saw
a bald eagle land on the ice on
Lake Dean. Late last month,
fishing derby participants saw
an eagle at Lake Dean.

Loon facts
The Loon Preservation
Committee newsletter men-
tioned facts about the first
migration and acquiring

breeding territory. Each fall,
juvenile loons undertake
their first migration to their
wintering grounds. The arti-
cle said, “First, they have to
manage the energetic costs of
migration—sadly, not all sur-
vive the trip from their lakes
to their wintering grounds.
Those that make it to the
ocean encounter a new and
unfamiliar world, filled with
prey species that they have
no experience catching and
predator species like sharks
and seals that they have no
experience evading. Without
their parents to show them the
ropes, they have to quickly
learn where to forage and how
to evade these new predators.
And carry-over effects result-
ing from the environmental

conditions they experienced
on their lakes during devel-
opment can also influence
their survival — those juve-
nile loons that were raised
on lower quality territories
may start off in worse shape
than others, which can reduce
their chance of survival. All
of these factors combine to
mean that there is a 53%
chance that a loon will sur-
vive from hatch to adulthood
(age three).”

People may report a bird
sighting or bird related expe-
rience by calling me at 413-
967-3505, leaving a message
at extension 100, emailing
mybackyard88@aol.com or
edowner@turley.com or mail-
ing to Barre Gazette, P.O. Box
448, Barre, MA 01005.

14. Ancient Greek sophist

15. Having a strong sharp
smell or taste

16. Fleece

17. Writer/actress Dunham

18. Behave in a way that
belittles

20. Comedienne Gasteyer

21. Zoroastrian concept of

49. Moved quickly on foot

50. Volcanic craters

55. Large musical
instrument

56. Liquefied natural gas

57. Ethiopian town

59. Not closed

60. A team’s best pitcher

61. Spiritual leader of a

GLUES ACROSS 33. Comedienne Tyler 2. Soul and calypso song  36. The world of the dead
1. Greek mythological 38. Standing operating 3. Fruit of the service tree  37. Sign language

figure procedure 4. Continent 39. Coincide
5. Small amount 41. Locks 5. Albania’s capital 40. Religious observance
8. Play arole 43.0ld 6. Poisonous plant 41. Confined condition
11. River in Georgiaand  45. Song sung to one’s 7. Argues (abbr.)

Alabama lover 8. Assists 42. Polite interruption
13. Water in the solid state  47. Whale ship captain 9. Town in Galilee sound

10. Russian leader

14. Wings
19. Not odd

24. Conceptualize

of sound

holy fire Jewish congregation ~ 27. Cost, insurance and 52. Hebrew calendar
22. Conceits 62. Disfigure freight (abbr.) month
25. Slowed down 63. Prefix denoting “ina”  28. Difference in potential ~ 53. Easily swindled
30. Nourishment 64. Sleep 29. Owner person
31. Midway between east 34.1 (German) 54. One point south of
and southeast CLUES DOWN 35. Chinese conception of southwest
32. Fights 1.S. American plant poetry 58. Small island (British)

12. Promotional materials

23. Expression of creativity
25. A digital tape recording
26. Peyton’s little brother

44, Texas ballplayer

45, Type of sword

46. Abba __, Israeli
politician

47. Basic unit of a
chemical element

48. Native American
people in California

51. Swiss river

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.
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here, but just enough to show
my nephew how it’s done!

I kept notes from the
last time we tapped our trees.
Once we had collected 21 gal-
lons of sap to boil down. My
husband started with about 15
gallons of sap in the pan and
as the water evaporated he
added more — there is a care-
ful balance between scorching
and adding too much, not eas-
ily explained unless you’ve
had the experience and moni-
tored the candy thermometer.

Finish your syrup by no
longer adding sap and waiting
until the syrup is 7.1 degrees
higher than boiling water.
Then, syrup can be filtered
and stored in sterile contain-
ers at 185 degrees or higher
for proper seal.

Forty-three gallons of
sap are needed to make 1 gal-
lon of syrup. It takes about
7 hours of boiling to get that
precious gallon if you use a
rectangular pan 2 foot wide
by 1 foot deep.

Let these statistics be
your guide so that you won’t
get in over your head the
first time you try it. Nothing
is worse than having sap go
to waste because you are too
darn tired to boil into the late
hours of the night.

Nothing is better, howev-
er, than the first bite of maple
syrup drenched blueberry
pancakes the following morn-
ing!

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticultur-
ist at Old Sturbridge Village.
She enjoys growing food
as well as flowers. Have a
question for her? Email it to
pouimette @turley.com with
“Gardening Question” in the
subject line.

Rev. Duy Le

Blessed Sacrament Parish

CHURCH

\

frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

ROSARY AND MEDITATION

Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church

Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Cross
Catholic Parish

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com
Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

Parish Offices are located at:

15 Maple Street, Holyoke

(413) 532-5661
parish@ourladyofthecross.com
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday 4 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish),
and 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.

Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.
Reconciliation (Confession)

Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.

Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.
ROSARY 8:05 a.m.
www.ourladyofthecross.com
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Church

St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church

Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &

Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s

Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)
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» InThe News

Teacher’s union to remove offensive material following Velis hearing

Yesterday, leadership for
the Massachusetts Teachers
Association announced
that they would be review-
ing and removing offensive
and antisemitic materials
from the set of resources the
Union provides to its mem-
ber teachers. This announce-
ment follows a week of
backlash after Senator John
C. Velis (D-Westfield) and
other members of the Special
Commission on Combating
Antisemitism questioned

MTA leaders during a pub-
lic hearing about numer-
ous antisemitic images and
its unbalanced resources
for teachers on the Israel-
Palestine conflict.
“Yesterday’s acknowl-
edgement by MTA leadership
is long overdue. Both Jewish
and non-Jewish teachers have
been fighting courageously to
have these blatantly antise-
mitic resources removed, and
for far too long, their con-
cerns have fallen on deaf

ears,” shared Senator John
C. Velis, Co-Chair of the
Special Commission. “That
being said, taking the time
to reflect is always a good
thing, and I think that yes-
terday’s statement and the
feedback we continue to
hear emphasizes why the
Commission’s meeting was
so important.”

“The images on the
Massachusetts Teachers
Association website were
antisemitic, offensive and

never should have been
shared in the first place,”
shared Governor Maura
Healey

Prior to the
Commission’s hearing on
Feb. 10, the MTA board of
directors rejected a motion
by many rank-and-file union
members to take some of the
materials down. During the
hearing Velis shared his con-
cerns with not only the doz-
ens of blatantly antisemitic
visuals accessible through the

union’s website, but also the
promotion of one-sided edu-
cational materials about the
conflict.

“I believe that removing
the antisemitic materials is
only one step of correcting
this grave injustice and the
education malpractice pre-
sented in these materials.
Additionally, and as impor-
tantly, adding addition-
al resources to reflect the
nuance and balance of this
incredibly complex subject is

absolutely paramount,” Velis
said. “As I've said from the
beginning, I believe that it is
critically important that we
listen to and engage with all
perspectives, not just with
words, but with actions. I’ve
learned many things over
this Commissions short life,
first and foremost being
how engrained antisemitism
is in so much of our society
and why the creation of this
Commission was so vitally
important.”

Valley Opportunity Council offering free tax preparation

Valley Opportunity
Council, which manages
the Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance program that pro-
vides free tax preparation
to those of low and moder-
ate-income, began offering
tax preparation and filing
appointments on Tuesday,
Jan. 21.

VITA tax preparation
appointments are available
through April 30, at three
VOC locations: 20 Lathrop
St., West Springfield, 516
Chicopee St., Chicopee; and
300 High St., Holyoke.

To schedule an appoint-
ment, call (413) 612-0206.
Those eligible for the
VITA program must live in
Massachusetts or Connecticut
with an income of up to
$67,000. Appointments are
available on weekdays, eve-
nings and weekends.

Certified volunteer tax
professionals help qualified
individuals prepare and file
basic state and federal tax
returns and prior year returns.
VOC also offers free electron-
ic filing of tax returns, allow-
ing for individuals to receive

their refunds much quicker
than paper filings and save up
to hundreds of dollars in filing
fees.

The core mission and
goal of VITA is to assist low-
to moderate-income taxpayers
in satisfying their tax respon-
sibilities and minimize finan-
cial hardships, in turn saving
taxpayers thousands of dollars
in filing fees. The VITA pro-
gram is sponsored by VOC
and the Internal Revenue
Service.

The Valley Opportunity
Council is the largest and

most diverse Community
Action Agency in Western
Massachusetts with an annual
budget of $45 million. With
this Federal designation, the
VOC has established a pow-
erful network of support and
collaborative services intend-
ed to encourage community
members to actively achieve
self-sufficiency for them-
selves and their families.
VOC employs over 250 staff
members and has 150 local
vendors, providing a signifi-
cant economic investment in
the community.

Local charitable orga-
nization Nick’s Waves of
Change is holding a spe-
cial scholarship program of
$1,000 towards college for
two students. One student
from Belchertown High
School, and one to anoth-
er high school senior in
Western Massachusetts.

Nick’s Waves of
Change was created for
Nicholas R. Boileau who
passed away from acute

Local nonprofit offers
$1,000 scholarship

myeloid leukemia in
2021, and in his memory,
the organization strives to
create “waves of change”
throughout the community.

The application can
be found on their website,
www.nickswavesofchange.
org under the “Scholarship
Opportnities” tab, as well
as requirements for the
grant award. Completed
applications are due April
17, 2025.

Joshua Garcia, Holyoke City Mayor, with Suzanne Parker, Executive Director for Girls Inc. of the Valley,
unveil the Girl Day flag to which will be flown at City Hall to celebrate Engineering Week.

Courtesy photos by Hilary Lynn Photography

City Council President Tessa Murphy-Romboletti gave a speech to
encourage the youth to keep pushing forward for what they want
out of life.

GIRLS, from page 1

As part of this celebra-
tion, a group of teens from
Girls Inc. were invited into
City Hall to get a tour and
hear speeches from Garcia,
City Council President Tessa
Murphy-Romboletti and City
Engineer Victoria Houle.

Viands was happy to see
so many strong leaders from
Holyoke present in the room.

“There was so much rep-
resentation of strong, smart
and bold women in engineer-
ing in the city of Holyoke
and other leadership,” Viands

said. “We had Tessa Murphy-
Romboletti here and that was
super powerful.”

Each of the speakers
worked to inspire the young
people in the room and to
encourage them to find their
path in life.

“T am very happy to have
been invited to come here,”
Houle said. “It can be diffi-
cult to figure out what you
want to do for the rest of
your life...and engineering
is empowering in giving you
independence in your every-
day life.”

Garcia made a point

The youth from Girls Inc. of the Valley were encouraged to take a

seat in city council chambers as they listened to speeches from city

leadership.

of listing out some of the
accomplished women that
work in Holyoke.

“Our city engineer is
a woman, our city solicitor
and an attorney for the city of
Holyoke is a woman, the city
auditor is a woman, our pur-
chasing officer, our building
commissioner, our personnel
director, our Council-on-
Aging director, our library
director, our chief assessor,
our tax collector, our clerk
are all women,” Garcia said.

The speakers also shared
some of their own experi-
ences. Murphy-Romboletti

spoke to the teens about what
it has been like for her to be
the council president.

“I knew there was an
opportunity for some new
leadership, so I took that
and I was elected by my fel-
low councilors,” Murphy-
Romboletti said. “As a
woman you may be held to
a higher standard...but if you
are the type of person who
feels like you want to lead,
we need you.”

Knowing this, she
encouraged the teens to
stand up for themselves and
to keep pushing forward for

=

Youth from Girls Inc. of the Valley gathered in

Day celebration.

what they want to achieve.

“Do not be afraid to
stand up for yourself and to
believe that you deserve to
be in a room that you may
not have been invited into a
hundred years ago,” Murphy-
Romboletti said.

Those who organized
Girls Day hoped that it
would show the youth that
there are many paths avail-
able for them as they contin-
ue forward with their educa-
tion and/or their careers.

“There is a certain
vision or perception of what
it means to pursue engineer-

City Hall for the Girls

ing or STEM careers and it
is really important for young
people to realize it is not so
rigid in terms of what they
can do,” Viands said. “It is
important to remind young
people that they are capable
of doing anything they set
their mind to.”

If people are interested
in learning more about Girls
Inc. or becoming involved in
any of their programming,
they are welcome to reach
out to Viands at sviands@
girlsincvalley.org or 413-
335-0059.

$1200/week

207-607-9333
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Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

LOGO, from page 1

out to future Peck students
and staff so they could select
their favorite logo. HPS staff
received 576 responses to this
survey.

Linville and the other
staff who helped with this logo
contest are planning how to
announce to the student win-
ner that they were chosen.

Following this, Linville
and the others will bring in a
professional graphic design-
er to work with the chosen
student to finalize the design.
There will then be a grand
reveal in March of the new
logo.

This logo will be imple-

mented all around Peck.
Whether it be displayed
around the school, put on
shirts, mugs or other school
merchandise, everyone will get
a chance to see and admire it.

“The logo will be placed
around the school and on dif-
ferent types of swag,” Linville
said. “It is definitely going to
be broadly used.”

Linville hopes to honor
all of the students who were
selected as one of the six final-
ists.

“Our ideas right now are
to give them a certificate and
a t-shirt or some sort of swag
with the new logo,” Linville
said.

Linville is grateful for

everyone who helped with
the logo process. She sends
a special thank you to STEM
Music Teacher Aaron DiPilla
who was a key partner in this
process.

“He has been a lead
thought partner to me and I
appreciate the expertise and
wisdom he has provided me
through the process,” Linville
said.

She is also grateful for
everyone in the community
who put forward their time and
effort throughout this process.
Gathering community voic-
es was one of Linville’s main
goals and she is glad that so
many people responded to this
project.
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T-birds get big
win in shootout

BRIDGEPORT — The
Springfield Thunderbirds
(26-19-2-3) walked a tight-
rope and escaped with a
3-2 shootout win over the
Bridgeport Islanders (12-
33-3-3) on Sunday after-
noon at Total Mortgage
Arena.

From
game’s onset,
T-Birds
start-
ing net-
mind -
er Vadim
Zherenko
was dialed
in, as he
fended off a ferocious
first-period barrage as the
Isles launched 15 shots
at the Springfield net.
Despite managing only five
attempts at the opposite
end, the T-Birds kept the
game even heading into the
second.

For a second straight
day, the T-Birds offense
came to life in the back end
of the middle frame, begin-
ning with Otto Stenberg
cashing in for the game’s
opening marker at 11:05.
Hugh McGing gathered
the puck behind the goal
line and slipped it into the
left circle for a pinching
Anton Malmstrom. The
Springfield defenseman’s
shot glanced off Henrik
Tikkanen before com-
ing to rest in the crease
for Stenberg, who tapped
it into the yawning net to
give Springfield the 1-0
lead.

Both teams exchanged
unsuccessful power
plays during second-pe-
riod action, but a strange
sequence of events at 5-on-
5 resulted in the next key
moment in the game. It
began at the 17:27 mark
when Matthew Peca
one-timed a pass from
MacKenzie MacEachern
from the right-wing circle.
The captain immediately
celebrated what he believed
to be a goal, but referees
deemed it hit the crossbar,
and play continued. Just
seconds later, Brian Pinho
beat Zherenko on a break-
away at the opposite end
of the rink, and the Isles
believed they had tied the
game, 1-1.

the

SPRINGFIELD

THUNDERBIRDS

After a replay review,
the officials determined
that Peca’s shot did,
indeed, find the back of
the net, and as a result,
the Pinho goal was wiped
away, and Springfield had
the 2-0 lead heading into

the third.

Despite what
has been a
diffi-
cult
sea-

son, the
last-place
Islanders
refused to
waver in the
third. Eetu Liukas final-
ly solved Zherenko with a
perfectly placed wrist shot
from the left side at 10:13
of the final period, setting
the stage for a chaotic fin-
ish to regulation in a 2-1
game.

After Springfield
killed off one Islander
power play, Tikkanen raced
to the bench in the final
minute, and with a caval-
cade of bodies around the
slot, Sam Bolduc found a
home for a point wrist shot
at 19:07, and the game was
tied heading into overtime,
2-2.

The Islanders had
most of the high-danger
chances in the 3-on-3 peri-
od, but Zherenko locked
back in and answered the
bell on three Bridgeport
attempts while getting a
break as Bolduc rang a shot
off the post.

Peca got the T-Birds
off on the right foot in the
shootout, beating Tikkanen
through the right armpit to
give Springfield the edge.
Zherenko took care of mat-
ters from there, stopping
Matt Maggio and William
Dufour before getting an
assist from the post on
Chris Terry’s attempt to
push the shootout into a
fourth round. The shootout
triumph was Springfield’s
first away from home since
Dec. 31, 2022.

Winners of three
straight, the T-Birds con-
tinue their five-game
road swing on Friday
night when they visit the
Hartford Wolf Pack for a
7:00 p.m. puck drop at the
XL Center.
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Holyoke in
semifinals

HOLYOKE -
Holyoke High School boys
basketball team was defeated
by Chicopee Comprehensive
late in the regular season. But
the Knights got revenge on
the Colts in the quarterfinals
of the Western Mass. Class
A Tournament last Monday,
62-51. But Central, a team
Holyoke defeated once this
season, got their revenge, hold-
ing down the Knights 84-53 in
the semifinals of the tourna-
ment, ending Holyoke’s pursuit
of a sectional title. The Knights
are getting ready for their
first state tournament game,
where they will host Wakefield
High School in the Round
of 32 in the Division 2 State
Tournament. That matchup was
scheduled for Feb. 27 at 7 p.m.

Chauncey Ruiz takes the left-hand approach to a layup.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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Julian Fasoli goes for the three-pointer.

Aden Cabrera fights to get a shot off.

Calvin Godbolt flies for the layup.
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Jordan King-Perilli tries to layup under pressure.

Girls fall at
Spartans

HOLYOKE - The
Holyoke High School
girls basketball team
had a matchup with East
Longmeadow on Feb.
13, falling 41-32. In the
defeat, Kiara Perez had
a big matchup with 21
points. She accounted for
most of the scoring by
Holyoke, which is 4-15.

Contact the
Sports Editor

We would love to
hear from you. Please
send all sports-related
press releases, pho-
tos and information
to Sports Editor Greg
Scibelli at: sports @tur-
ley.com or call, 1-413-
283-8393.

COLLEGE NEWS

Pond scores 20 points in Westfield State win

WESTFIELD - Jordan
Grant (Gray, Maine) deliv-
ered a game-high 22 points as
Westfield State pulled away
in the fourth quarter to defeat
Worcester State 89-75 in a
MASCAC quarterfinal game
from the Woodward Center on
Tuesday night.

With the win, the Owls
advance to the semifi-
nals, where they will face
top-seeded Bridgewater State
on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. in
Bridgewater.

The Owls took con-
trol late, riding a massive
fourth-quarter effort from
Maddie Pond (Holyoke,
Mass.), who poured in 14
of her 20 points in the final
frame to propel Westfield
State to victory. The game
remained tight through three
quarters, but Westfield’s abili-
ty to make key plays down the
stretch proved to be the differ-

ence. The Owls’ three seniors
led the charge, with Grant’s 22
points, Pond’s 20, and Olivia
Hadla (Westfield, Mass.) add-
ing 17. The trio combined for
59 of Westfield’s 89 points,
showcasing their leadership
and experience in a high-pres-
sure postseason battle.
Kayley Downie
(Easthampton, Mass.) also
played a crucial role, knock-
ing down three three-pointers
to provide a perimeter spark.
Morgan Berthiaume (Webster,
Mass.) led the effort on the
glass with eight rebounds,
while Pond added five
steals on the defensive end.
Tavi Williams (Springfield,
Mass.) contributed valuable
minutes with six points and
three steals, helping disrupt
Worcester’s offense and gen-
erate transition opportunities.
Despite the loss,
Worcester State put forth an

impressive effort, playing a
well-coached and physical
game that kept them in con-
tention until the final min-
utes. Mia Haynes (Worcester,
Mass.) was dominant inside,
scoring 20 points on 10-of-
14 shooting while pulling
down six rebounds. Katie
Hurynowicz (Tyngsboro,
Mass.) posted a double-dou-
ble with 18 points and 12
rebounds, knocking down
8-0f-10 free throws while
also adding five blocks on
the defensive end to keep
Worcester within striking dis-
tance. Lena Waldron (Quincy,
Mass.) also finished with a
double-double, adding 15
points and 10 rebounds, and
three blocks of her own as the
Lancers controlled the glass,
outrebounding Westfield State
54-44, including 17 offensive
boards.

The game was a back-

and-forth battle for most
of the night, with Worcester
jumping out to an early lead
behind Haynes’ hot start.
Westfield responded with an
offensive surge in the second
quarter, fueled by their tran-
sition game and three-point
shooting. Hadla connected on
a pair of threes to spark a run,
while Grant asserted herself
in the post, scoring through
contact and getting to the free-
throw line. At halftime, the
Owls led 52-44, setting the
stage for a tense second half.
Worcester controlled
much of the third quarter,
using their size advantage to
crash the boards and create
second-chance opportunities.
Hurynowicz and Waldron
dominated the interior, forc-
ing Westfield to adjust defen-
sively. A late push from the
Lancers saw them cut the defi-
cit to just three, as the score

was 65-62 going into the final
quarter.

A Haynes baseline
jumper at the 7:51 mark of
the fourth quarter gave the
Lancers a 68-67 lead before
Westfield responded with
a relentless fourth-quar-
ter attack, spearheaded by
Pond’s 14-point outburst.
She knocked down a clutch
three to tie the game early in
the quarter and followed it
up with a series of aggressive
drives to the basket. Grant
continued to be a force in the
paint, while Hadla’s steady
ball-handling and scoring
touch helped keep the Owls
in control. Worcester contin-
ued to fight, with Haynes and
Hurynowicz making key bas-
kets to keep the pressure on,
but Westfield’s experience and
shot-making ability proved
too much to overcome in the
final minutes.
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Call us at 413.283.8393

COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508) 882-
0178.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND
OLD STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glassware,
Silver-plated items, watches, Musi-
cal instruments, typewriters, sew-
ing machines, tools, radios, clocks,
lanterns, lamps, kitchenware, cook-
ware, knives, military, automotive,
fire department, masonic, license
plates, beer cans, barware, books,
oil cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

A Gall We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

A B Hauling and
Removal Service

2*x**xxxxp & B HOUSEHOLD

REMOVAL SERVICE*******
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard de-
bris. Barns & sheds demolished. Swimming
pools removed. Cheaper than dumpster
fees and we do all the work. Lowest rates.
Fully insured. (413)283-6512, cell
(413)222-8868.

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your
free month.

You will find, ** o5
mystical g
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ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENT
SPECIALIST
Decks, porches, repair service, roofing and
siding contractor. Tim 413-563-2229.
Licensed/insured. 35 year construction
supervisor.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES

Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413)
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, wood-
working, porches, stairs, patios, win-
dows, doors, painting, drywall, clean
outs. Competitive pricing. References.
Please call Brendan at 413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out”

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

Classified
Advertising

DEADLINE
FRIDAY AT 2PM

2025
TAX TIME

CHANTEL BLEAU

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13B-348-22799

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

’ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit
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588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman's Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

Post your
| job openings
- in our
Y classifieds.

WE GET RESULTS!

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069

or call: 413-283-8393

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

A DR .
Quabbin
1 2 3 4 Village Hills
Circulation:
5 6 7 8 m 50,500
9 10 1 12 ?@&
13 14 15 16 “%EM
17 18 19 20 Base Price q a
21 Bese s | 22 Bastroo| 23 Base ey | 24 B za00 mn I
25 Basgz}‘arfga 26 Basgé’gr.igg 27 Bas‘;ngrigg 28 Basl;:;;igg Hllltowns
Circulation: 9,800
29 Basganes | 30 Busg frce | 31 Bastanse| 32 Basiaa00
All Three ZONES for $26.00
33 Batmsy | 34 Basg free | 39 Bastann| 36 S| for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.
37 Basiaaco | 38 Bt e | 39 Bt | 40 P50
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:

Number of Weeks:

X per week rate = $

Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 4 VISA (1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cvv
Amount of charge: Date:

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

¢ oﬂummm

BELCHERTONN

aa

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

NEW BRANTREE.
WEsT NORTH
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFEELD!
BROOKFELD

et
GROOKFELD

BRNFELD

- M

Suburban

STURBRIDGE

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

CASH FOR
JUN

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

LOCAL TREE SERVICE
looking for climber and ground person.
Must have driver’s license in
good standing.

Call 413-507-1949.

SCHOCHET IS
CURRENTLY HIRING!

We are currently accepting resumes for an
Experienced Property Manager or
Asst Property Manager at Weldon
House in Greenfield, MA. Weldon House
is a 105-unit elderly/disabled apartment
community with a Section 8 project based
subsidy program.

3+ years of prior multifamily property man-
agement experience, strong knowledge
of Section 8 program. COS designation
required and ARM designation preferred.
Able to motivate and manage property
management staff and have excellent orga-
nizational, interpersonal and communica-
tion skills. Excellent benefits package and
competitive salary.

Interested and qualified candidates, please
submit resume to:
careers@schochet.com.
Pre-employment background check & drug

test required. EOE
For more information on this
position please contact
Robin @ 617-398-5144
schochet.com

The Town of Russell Sewer/Water
Department is accepting résumés for
the full time position of SEWER/ WA-
TER OPERATOR at Town of Russell
WWTP, 200 Main Street, Russell,
MA 01071-0131 or email russellw-
wandw@townofrussell.us.
Applicants will need a Grade 4 Wastewater,
1T Water, and a 1D Water licenses or the
ability to acquire them.
Inquire at office or thru email.

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.O. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us
Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

(AR ]
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.
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City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The DGR Committee of the
Holyoke City Council will hold
a public hearing to hear a special
permit application of Alan Fini
for the creation of a Fini family
cemetery at 2 Fini Road (179-00-
003) per 9.3. Hearing will take
place on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at 6:30 pm at Holyoke City
Hall 536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 883 8438 1077
Meeting Passcode 750869 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with
same Meeting ID and Passcode.
For a copy of the application or
to provide comments, please
contact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-BurgosJ @holyoke.org or
by phone 413-322-5525.
Kocayne Givner, DGR Chair
02/21, 02/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Public Hearing Notice

The Holyoke Board of Ap-
peals will hold a Public Hearing
on Wednesday March 26, 2025,
at 5:00 p.m., in the City Hall An-
nex, Room 403, Holyoke MA to
hear the petition of Timothy Mc-
Gee, who is requesting a variance
from the Holyoke Zoning Ordi-
nance, Sec 4.7.6 Abandonment
or Non-Use, at a property known
as 15 & 17 Ridgewood Ave (126-
00-053).

A complete copy of the appli-
cation may be seen in the Office
of Planning & Economic Devel-
opment, 20 Korean Veterans Pla-
za, Rm 401, 8:30-4:30, M-F.

Applicant: Timothy McGee

Board of Appeals: Josh Knox
02/28, 03/07/2025

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The DGR Committee of the
Holyoke City Council will hold
a public hearing to hear a special
permit for home occupation ap-
plication of Amanda and Marcos
Garcia for a remote accounting
work business at 25 Breton Lane
(164-00-004) per 4.8.2. Hear-
ing will take place on Tuesday,
March 11, 2025 at 6:30 pm at
Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight
St and can be accessed remotely
via www.zoom.us Meeting ID
883 8438 1077 Meeting Passcode
750869 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting
ID and Passcode. For a copy
of the application or to provide
comments, please contact City
Council Admin Asst Jeffery An-
derson-Burgos at Anderson-Bur-
gosJ@holyoke.org or by phone
413-322-5525.
Kocayne Givner, DGR Chair
02/21, 02/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Public Hearing Notice

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, March 25, 2025, at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com ID:
:836 3939 8493; CALL IN *67
646 558 8656 to hear, pursuant to
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance,
a Special Permit for an Increase
in Sign Size, Sec 6.4.6.4, for a
“Sumo.Sushi.Hibachi.Bar” sign,
at 50 Holyoke Street (Parcel 176-
00-010B), submitted by Holyoke
Mall Company, LP.

The complete application may
be viewed through the Holyoke
Planning Dept M-F, 9a.m.-4p.m.

Applicant: Irene Coleman

Planning Board: Mimi Panitch
02/28, 03/07/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution

of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
117. All Gas No Breakz LLC
to Crowd Lending Fund One,
LLC, dated March 10, 2023 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on March 10,
2023, in Book No. 24934, at Page
74, modified by Assignment to

Willard Street Capital, LLC dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 6, 2023, in Book
No. 25033, at Page 66, and to
Webster Business Credit, A Divi-
sion of Webster Bank, N.A., dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 12, 2023, in Book
No. 25038, at Page 597, and to
Willard  Street Capital, LLC
dated November 20, 2024 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on December
4, 2024, in Book No. 25679, at
Page 316, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present holder
Willard Street Capital, LLC, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing same will be sold at
public auction at 1:00 PM, on
March 11, 2025 on the mort-
gaged premises being known as
74-76 Newton Street, Holyoke,
MA, being all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage to wit:

A certain lot of land with the
buildings thereon situated in-
Holyoke, Hampden County,
Massachusetts bounded and de-
scribed as follows, viz;

Beginning at a point -or in-
tersection of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running:

Beginning at a point of inter-
section of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running: .

SOUTHWESTERLY on said
Newton Street; sixty-six (66)
feet; thence

SOUTHEASTERLY and at a
right angle to said Newton Street;
seventy (70) feet; thence

NORTHEASTERLY and
parallel with Newton Street,
sixty-six (66) feet to said Essex
Street; thence

NORTHWESTERLY on said
Essex Street seventy (70) feet to
the place of beginning.

Containing four thousand
six hundred and twenty (4,620)
square feet, more or less.

Being the same premises as
conveyed to the mortgagor by
deed of ASJ Properties, LLC,
dated October 19, 2022, record-
ed at Hampden County Registry
of Deeds on March 10, 2023 in
Book No. 24934, at Page 70.

The above described premises
will be sold SUBJECT TO and
with the benefit of all restrictions,
easements, covenants, condi-
tions, building and zoning laws,
to any and all unpaid taxes, tax
titles, water and sewer charges,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments or liens, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
if any.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of $7,500.00 DOL-
LARS shall be required to be
made to the mortgagee in cash,
by certified or by cashier’s check
at the time and place of the sale
as a deposit. The successful
bidder will be required to exe-
cute an Auction Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of
the bidding. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in
cash, by certified check, by ca-
shier’s check, or other check sat-
isfactory to Mortgagee’s attorney
within thirty (30) days thereafter
at the offices of BARSH AND
COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the
Mortgagee, 500 Turnpike Street
Suite 201, Canton, MA 02021, in
exchange for which and at such
time and place, the deed shall be
delivered to the purchaser for re-
cording.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to amend the foregoing
terms of sale by written or oral
announcement made before the
auction sale, during the sale
thereof or at the commencement
of or during any postponed sale,
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, and to post-

pone the sale up until the time the
property is declared sold by the
auctioneer.

The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an er-
ror in the Notice of Mortgagee’s
Sale or its publication.

OTHER TERMS TO BE
ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME
AND PLACE OF THE SALE.

Dated: February 5, 2025

(signed:)

Willard Street Capital, LLC
Present Holder of said Mort-
gage

By its Attorneys,

Barsh and Cohen, P.C.
Neil Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee
500 Turnpike Street
Suite 201,
Canton, MA 02021
(617) 332-4700
02/14, 02/21, 02/28/2025

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The Holyoke License Board
will be holding a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, March 5, 2025,
at 5:15 pm. You can join via
Zoom.com; ID 87183788872;
CALL IN: #*67 646 558 8656
or in person at 20 Korean Veter-
ans Plaza Room 406, regarding
the application for a Transfer
of an on premises All Alcohol
License from GCA LLC DBA
Gateway City Arts, 92-114
Race Street to LightHouse Per-
sonalized Education for Teens
DBA De La Luz, 92-114 Race
St. pursuant to M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant: LightHouse

Personalized Education for

Teens

License Board:
Jose Correa, Chairman
02/21, 02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
Docket No.
HD25P0169GD
In the matter of:
Roy Arnold
Of: Holyoke, MA
RESPONDENT
Alleged Incapacitated Person
CITATION GIVING
NOTICE OF PETITION
FOR APPOINTMENT
OF GUARDIAN FOR
INCAPACITATED
PERSON PURSUANT TO
G.L. c. 190B, §5-304

To the named Respondent
and all other interested persons,
a petition has been filed by
Careone Holyoke of Holyoke,
MA in the above captioned mat-
ter alleging that Roy Arnold
is in need of a Guardian and
requesting that Nancy Godbout
of Granby, MA (or some other
suitable person) be appointed
as Guardian to serve Without
Surety on the bond.

The petition asks the court to
determine that the Respondent is
incapacitated, that the appoint-
ment of a Guardian is necessary,
and that the proposed Guardian
is appropriate. The petition is on
file with this court and may con-
tain a request for certain specific
authority.

You have the right to object
to this proceeding. If you wish
to do so, you or your attorney
must file a written appear-
ance at this court on or before
10:00 A.M. on the return date
of 03/21/2025. This day is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline
date by which you have to file
the written appearance if you
object to the petition. If you fail
to file the written appearance by
the return date, action may be
taken in this matter without fur-
ther notice to you. In addition
to filing the written appearance,
you or your attorney must file a

written affidavit stating the spe-
cific facts and grounds of your
objection within 30 days after
the return date.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

The outcome of this pro-
ceeding may limit or complete-
ly take away the above-named
person’s right to make deci-
sions about personal affairs
or financial affairs or both.
The above-named person has
the right to ask for a lawyer.
Anyone may make this request
on behalf of the above-named
person. If the above-named
person cannot afford a lawyer,
one may be appointed at State
expense.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 21, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD20P1215EA
Estate of:
Daniel C Boyle
Date of Death: 05/17/2020
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
ORDER OF COMPLETE
SETTLEMENT
A Petition for Order of
Complete Settlement has been
filed by Kevin B Vann of Indian
Orchard, MA requesting that the
court enter a formal Decree of
Complete Settlement including
the allowance of a final account
and other such relief as may be
requested in the Petition.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this court before: 10:00 a.m.
on the return day of 03/13/2025
This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appearance
and objection followed by an
affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return
day, action may be taken with-
out further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.
Date: February 10, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD25P0357EA
Estate of:
Maurice J. Ferriter
Date of Death:
12/24/2024
INFORMAL PROBATE

PUBLICATION NOTICE

To all persons interested in the
above captioned estate, by Peti-
tion of Petitioner John J. Ferrit-
er of Holyoke, MA

a Will has been admitted to in-
formal probate.

John J. Ferriter of Holyoke,
MA

has been informally appointed
as the Personal Representative of
the estate to serve without surety
on the bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts Uni-

form Probate Code without su-

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

Public Notices ¢

pervision by the Court. Inventory
and accounts are not required to
be filed with the Court, but inter-
ested parties are entitled to no-
tice regarding the administration
from the Personal Representative
and can petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate, in-
cluding distribution of assets
and expenses of administration.
Interested parties are entitled
to petition the Court to institute
formal proceedings and to obtain
orders terminating or restricting
the powers of Personal Represen-
tatives appointed under informal
procedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

02/28/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
GATEHOUSE EMERGENCY
GENERATOR
Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric Dept until 2:30
p-m., March 13, 2025, at the
Office of the Manager, 99 Suf-
folk St, Holyoke, MA 01040, at
which time the bids will be pub-
licly opened and read.
Additional information may
be obtained from:
Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040
cwong @hged.com
(413) 536-9308
The right is hereby reserved to
reject any or all bids, or to accept
any bid that in the opinion of the
Manager may be in the best inter-
est of the City of Holyoke.
Please mark sealed envelopes
“Bid for Gatehouse Emergency
Generator” and address them to:
James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040
02/28/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
HADLEY STATION
SERVICE TRANSFORMERS

Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric Dept until 2:00
p-m., March 13, 2025, at the
Office of the Manager, 99 Suf-
folk St, Holyoke, MA 01040,
at which time proposals will be
publicly opened and read.

Additional information may
be obtained from:

Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 536-9308
cwong @hged.com

The right is hereby reserved
to reject any or all proposals, or
to accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
in the best interest of the City of
Holyoke.

Please mark sealed envelopes
“Bid for Hadley Station Ser-
vice Transformers” and address
them to:

James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040

02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD25C0045CA
In the matter of:

Ilma Susana Loza
CITATION ON PETITION TO
CHANGE NAME

A Petition to Change Name
of Adult has been filed by Ilma

Susana Loza of Holyoke, MA
requesting that the court enter a
Decree changing their name to:
Susana Ilma Loza
IMPORTANT NOTICE

Any person may appear for
purposes of objecting to the peti-
tion by filing an appearance at:
Hampden Probate and Family
Court before 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 03/19/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance if you
object to this proceeding.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 19, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani

Register of Probate
02/28/2025
Public Auction Sale
Saturday, March 15, 2025
at 8:30am
460 Race Street
Holyoke, MA
All Sales Cash
Immediate Removal
Day of Sale
Tools, Riding Mowers
Appliances, TVs, Toys

Furnitue and more
Lot name (pallets)
15276 P.Smith [3]
15486 1.Alvarez [2]
15688 J.Vazquez [1]
15745 J.Santiago 2]
15696 D.Mendez 2]
15689 S.Kim [1]
15754  J.Ferreira [1]
15606 D.Korpiewski [28]
15725 C.Cotto [3]
15766 R.Virgilio[ 1]
15779 C.Beaudette [1]

15793 C.Rapisarda [3]
15734 K.Barchus 2]
15810 R.Morris [3]
15800 G.Cruz [10]
15815 M.Mendoza 3]
15817 D.Poor [51
15811 L.Brodeur [1]
15801 P.Sanchez [6]
15839 K.Rodriguez [3]
15821 W.Whiton [1]
15777 W.Rosario 4]
15870 J.Romard [3]
15841 C.Cardona [1]
15916  Y.Fardan [3]
15925 A.Cruz [1]
15911 S.Amoakah [1]
15856  J.Malinoski 1]
16002 G.Tranghese 4]
15892 D.Cady 2]
15889 K.Kieras [1]
15981 N.Rivera 2]
16032  V.Reyes [1]
16022  A.Liberatore [1]
16047 J.Arienti [6]
15997 M.Alvarado [1]
15994 C.Macbrian [1]
16029  S.Wearing [2]
16017 A.Ayala [1]
16064 L.Hughes [8]
16089 T. Hewitt 2]
16097 J.Cloutier [9]
16114 M.Warren [1]
16118 N.Reyes [1]
16140 M.Owens [3]
16172 C.Acevedo [1]
16144 A Maynard [5]

02/28, 03/07/2025
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newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

3 Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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BUSINESS,

from page 1

nate that somehow the accu-
racy, legitimacy of what the
law department and the city
solicitor has reported to the
council and has exchanged
with Councilor Jourdain sev-
eral times, it is unfortunate
now that once again, after
over a month of meetings on
this very topic, the councilor
continues to believe...that we
are not representing to him
what DOR says,” Bissonnette
said.

Bissonnette respected
that Jourdain had the right to
bring questions to their atten-
tion, and he requested that the
council not make further pro-
cedural motions on this topic.

“I think any other pro-
cedural motions at this point
would be extremely dilato-
ry, harmful to the city and
certainly unfair to workers
who have waited for a while
to get this retroactive pay,’
Bissonnette said.

Jourdain wanted to take
the time to ensure that the
information being passed to
the council was accurate. City
Councilor Kocayne Givner
was hesitant to delay this
matter further.

“This information is not
new, so I am not sure why
we want to send it back to
finance,” Givner said. “It
seems like it is pretty time

sensitive and we have all
these people who have been
waiting on their raise that has
been legally negotiated.”

Jourdain defended him-
self in questioning the law
department, bringing up
that the law department had
made mistakes in the past
and he felt that checking
them by going to DOR or the
Department of Legal Services
was due diligence.

“I will just say that histo-
ry has taught me that the law
department has often been
wrong, often,” Jourdain said.
“So we do our due diligence,
maybe I just look into these
things more than other people
do.”

He also argued that half
the council was only upset by
his questioning because they
wanted to use the law depart-
ment’s decision as a way to
get the item passed.

“These are protections
that were put into place by
the voters of Holyoke and
they elected a council that,
I am sorry, is split 7-6,”
Jourdain said. “That is their
election, that is who they
picked, and we don’t just get
to change the rules because
we don’t like how the elec-
tion turned out.”

In response to Jourdain,
City Councilor Israel Rivera
mentioned that it felt, to him,
that it was only when certain
councilors disagreed with
something that rules and past

procedures were brought into
the argument.

“Every time one person
does not agree with some-
thing, we are citing rules and
other instances and we do
30-minute speeches around
ideologies and chastising oth-
ers that are not voting in ways
that agree with someone
else,” Rivera said. “That, to
me, does not feel like a dem-
ocratic process. It is wielding
power that is not fair.”

Rivera also brought up
that different rules and pro-
cedures can be interpreted
differently as time moves for-
ward.

City Councilor Juan
Anderson-Burgos also had a
response for Jourdain.

“It seems like there is a
certain I got you, I am right
you are wrong, back and
forth between the city solic-
itor and a specific city coun-
cilor here,” Anderson-Burgos
said.

Additionally, Anderson-
Burgos wanted to reply to
the various comments made
throughout the evening
directed toward the newer
councilors in regards to them
questioning council rules.

“We have work to do
here, not to talk about the
election,” he said. “This is not
a vendetta...and since some
city councilors have been
here forever, think about this:
this city has been in a rut for
many years, so those years

belong to you, not the new
city council. What the new
city council is trying to do is
get things done.”

Anderson-Burgos also
pointed out how the contin-
ued debates are slowing the
government process.

“Our mayor is trying
extremely hard to get things
done and I feel you keep put-
ting blockades so you can
sit there and say, ‘see? The
mayor is doing a horrible
job,”” he said. “To do things
intentionally to not only make
the people who are waiting to
get paid suffer, and also to
make the mayor look like he
is doing a horrible job.”

Following these respons-
es, the council attempted to
move the matter forward.
However, they disagreed on
what the next steps of the
procedure should be.

Jourdain brought up that
he did not believe that a first
reading for the item had been
conducted.

“To have a vote on the
second reading...every sin-
gle transfer that has come
here, not just in this term,
every time back to the time
in memorium, we have had
a vote on the first reading,”
Jourdain said.

Council President Tessa
Murphy-Romboletti respond-
ed that, according to a legal
opinion from the law depart-
ment, her reading the item
into the record the meeting

prior counted as a first read-
ing.

“It got tabled at the
last meeting and we took a
motion to table it,” Murphy-
Romboletti said.

From there, the discus-
sion escalated at about an
hour and twenty minutes
into the meeting, ending in
Jourdain accusing Murphy-
Romboletti of censorship and
Murphy-Romboletti stating
that he was out of order and
not giving her proper respect.

“That is so unfair,”
Jourdain said. “T could talk all
night on the way I am treat-
ed in these meetings...this is
just censorship at this point.
What are you going to have
the police come and kick me
out? That is next.”

“Life is not fair,”
Murphy-Romboletti said.
“You guys do a lot of stuff
to me that makes things real-
ly unfair, to be honest, so
if we are going to play that
game...I am not getting into
this with you, Councilor
Jourain. ”

Murphy-Romboletti
then called a five-minute
recess and, when the council
returned, they took a vote to
pass the first reading for item
two on the agenda.

Then, they took another
vote to pass the second read-
ing for item two. This read-
ing passed, 7-3, as Councilors
Carmen Occasio, Linda
Vacon and David Bartley had
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all left the meeting at this
point.

Jourdain protested this
reading passing, as in the past
going through a second read-
ing on the same night as pass-
ing the first reading would
require a two-thirds majority
vote of the council.

“We just had two read-
ings on the same night, in
violation of section 22 of the
charter, which requires a two-
thirds vote of the body,” he
said.

Murphy-Romboletti then
began to continue on with the
meeting, however there was
continued confusion over the
next steps the council had to
take.

As a result of this, the
argument between her and
Jourdain began again.

The city council ended
their meeting after this argu-
ment. At this point they had
only passed two items (items
two and thirty) on their
65-item agenda.

“We have work to do
here, not to talk
about the election...
What the new
city council is
trying to do is
get things done.”

- City Councilor
Juan Anderson-Burgos
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MacDuffie offers fun summer camp

Camp MacDuffie is an
exciting summer day camp
for rising st to 8th graders.

Participants spend the
morning engaged in a pro-
gram area of their choosing,
enjoy lunch by Sage Dining
Services (included), and
then stay active with various
outdoor/indoor  activities
and field trips throughout
the week.

Their program leaders
are passionate and experi-
enced, and they all look for-
ward to creating a fun and
supportive environment for
your child to thrive in this
summer.

Come along and join
Camp MacDuffie this sum-
mer.

MacDuffie
Hoops Basketball Camp

MacDuffie Hoops
Summer Camp available
with Coach Steiner.

Are you ready to take
your game to the next level?
This summer, join Coach
Steiner and the MacDuffie
coaching staff for an elite
basketball experience at
MacDuffie Hoops Summer
Camp!

What to Expect:

e Skill development &
fundamentals

e Game strategy & 1Q
training

* Conditioning & foot-
work drills

* Competitive games &
scrimmages

e Hands-on coaching
from Coach Steiner & Mac-
Duffie’s top coaches

This camp is for play-
ers who are serious about
improving and want to
sharpen their skills, build
confidence, and grow their
game.

The MacDuffie School
is located in Granby, MA.
Limited spots are available —
Register today!

Don’t miss your chance
to train with Coach Steiner!
Sign up now and get ready
to work hard, compete, and
have fun!

#MacDuffieHoops
#TrainWithCoachSteiner
#SummerBasketball
#GetBetter

Day and overnight camp for girls

It’s in our DNA. Our
founder, Juliette Gordon
Low, was a famous lover of
nature. Today, Girl Scouts
honors her legacy by pro-
moting respect and love of
the great outdoors far and
wide.

Girl Scouts of Central
and Western Massachusetts
(GSCWM) summer camps
offer a wide variety of pro-
grams for all different inter-
ests.

Summer camp is a
great way for girls to explore
leadership, build skills, and
develop a deep appreciation
for nature. In a girl-led en-
vironment, all campers are
able to challenge themselves
and take healthy risks while

surrounded by supportive
friends and camp staff. No
prior Girl Scout experience
needed to attend Girl Scout
camp!

Camping has been
a cornerstone of the Girl
Scout experience for more
than a century. While girls
are swimming, hiking, and
honing their skills on the
archery range, they’re also
achieving  valuable life
skills whether at Day Camp
at Lewis Perkins in South
Hadley or Overnight Camp
at Bonnie Brae in Otis.
Girl Scouts’ dedication to
progression in outdoor pro-
gramming means campers
practice age-appropriate
skills and gain experience

WILDERNESS §
CAMP

oo SUMMER CAMPS

—

COUNSELOR

CODING
CAMP

IN TRAINING

A PACKARD

We have summer enroliment options
for school age children.

Hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m., $350/wk. Accepting vouchers.

Structured daily schedule to include
curricular content, free play, and arts and crafts.

Lots of outdoor and weather permitting water play.

www.packardmountain.com

MOUNTAIN

Learming Center

Girl Scout Camp
For All Girls!

DAY &
OVERNIGHT

www.gscwm.org

they need to feel confident
taking the next step in their
outdoor journey.

No matter which camp
you choose or whether the
stay is a few days, a week,
or longer, your camper will
have a ton of fun making new
friends, trying new things,
practicing new-found skills,
and creating memories that
will last a lifetime. Finan-
cial assistance is available.

Camp Lewis Perkins
and Camp Bonnie Brae are
American Camp Associa-
tion Accredited. More in-
formation and sign up here:
https://www.gscwm.org/en/
members/for-girl-scouts/
camp-and-outdoors/sum-
mer-camp.html.

Greene Acres Equestrian Center virc

April Vacation Riding Camp - April 22-24

2025 Summer Riding Sessions

June 23-27 e July 14-18
July 28 - August 1 e August 18-22
9AM - 3PM LUNCH NOT PROVIDED

Basic Horse Care, Daily Riding,
English & Western, Ages 5 & up

Call to Register (413) 813-9291
53 Ware Road, Belchertown

Email: Amanda.greeneacres@gmail.com

o

TODDLER ¢ PRESCHOOL « SCHOOL AGE
Offering Flexible Care Programs For Kids Ages 15 mo. - 12 yrs.

Open 7:00 a.m.-5:30* p.m. / MONDAY - FRIDAY
Both Full Time & Sibling Discounts

KIDZ SUMMER PROGRAM
Ages 5 - 12 yrs. ® JUNE 23RD-AUGUST 22ND
9 Weeks ® Full & Part Time Options/Single Weeks or All Summer!
Swimming ® Field Trips ® Close walk to Playgrounds & CHCS Pool
Daily Creative & Educational Indoor/Outdoor Activities!
*Start of camp based on Belchertown School Schedule

Providing
Childcare for
30 years!

Toddler Room
Waitlist

4 Stadler Street - (413) 323-5439
belchertownkidzclub@gmail.com EEc LICENSED PROGRAM #177446

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL CARE
K-6th Grade © Full & Part-Time ® Homework Support
School Bus Pick Up & Drop Off @ Indoor & Outdoor Activities

PRESCHOOL Year round program for Ages 3-5 yrs.
Full & Part Time ® Choose from Full Day or 3/4 Day Options
Creative Educational Kindergarten Readiness Curriculum

TODDLER/YOUNG PRE-K Year round program for Ages 15 mos.-3 yrs.
Choice of Full Day 7:00-5:00 or 3/4 day option 8:30-2:30

Follow Us “

Come Grow, Learn, and Play!
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Week 1: June 30 - July 3
Week 2: July 7 - 11
Week 3: July 14 - 18

>

ce Into Sum
Camp MacDu?f,, at

Be part of this year’s camps and discover the true
meaning of summer...having fun and making friends!
Camp MacDuffie offers seven weeks of exciting camp experiences:

Week 6: August 4-8
Week 5: July 28 - August 1 Week 7: August11-15

e Arts o Athletics ® Coding ® Science ® Dance ° Lego’s
e Creative Writing ® Theater ¢ Science ¢ And More!

Week 4: July 21 - 25

Monday-Friday 9am-3pm e Area fields trips and lunch included
Extended care available if needed 7:30am-5pm

Register now for summertime fun at MlacDuffie.org/summer-camp

Space is
limited
so don’t
wait!

The MacDuffie School * 66 School Street  Granhy, MA 01033  413.255.0000 Ext.103



