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Crews work
to keep
schools

in shape

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The main-
tenance crew of Holyoke
Public Schools puts in a lot
of work to prepare and help
the schools through the winter
months.

Maintenance
Administrator Sean Sheedy
and his team work together
before the start of winter to
prepare the district’s outdoor
equipment. All equipment is
serviced and prepared for the
conversion from warm weath-
er to cold weather equipment.

“Lawn tractors are con-
verted from grass-cutting
attachments to snow-blowing
attachments,” Sheedy said.
“Salt spreaders are greased
and tested for proper opera-
tion. Snow-melting materials
are delivered and stored at the
schools.”

On top of the outdoor
equipment, the maintenance
team also prepares the HVAC
equipment.

All the filters are cleared
or changed and the belts and
grease fittings are all inspect-
ed.

Some systems are man-
ually switched to heating so
the maintenance team can test
their system.

“The hydronic and steam
boilers are tested and run
through their operations test-
ing the system and identifying
issues while making correc-

See CREWS, page 6
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Moira Reardon chwM G:rand Colleen

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Moira
Reardon was crowned the
Grand Colleen at the corona-
tion ceremony on Saturday,
Feb. 15.

She was honored to have
been chosen for this opportu-
nity by the judges.

“When my name
was read, I was in shock,”
Reardon said. “I was so
happy to have all of the peo-
ple I love in one place cele-
brating something so special
to us all. It all felt and still
feels so surreal.”

Reardon has wanted to

be involved in the Colleens
since she was a kid. A large
part of this was inspired by
her family.

“My Great-Grandparents
were lifelong Holyoke resi-

dents and instilled
in my mom, sis-
ters, and me what
it means to be
a hardworking,
involved com-
munity member,”
Reardon said.
“They loved celebrating Irish
heritage, and Holyoke as a
whole, as do 1.”
Additionally, she has
always enjoyed celebrating
St. Patrick’s Day and wanted
to do so in a way that would

also help the community.

“Celebrating St.
Patrick’s Day has always
been my favorite time of the
year, and representing my
family, heritage, and com-
munity is an honor that I
am incredibly thankful for,”
Reardon said.

Holyoke has held an
annual Colleen ceremony
since the 1950s as a way to
highlight young women in
the community with Irish
heritage who exemplify com-

Left, Moira Reardon reacts to her name being announced as the 2025 Grand Colleen. Above, the 2025 Grand Colleen and her
court. Grand Colleen Moira Reardon, and court members Erin 0’Donnell, Maura Joseph, Abigail Huebner, and Erin Gauthier.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

munity values.

“The Colleens are young
women who embody com-
munity, poise, presence and
who are great emblems of
Irish ancestry and their com-
munity,” Dunn said.

The Colleens make
significant contributions to
the community throughout
their reign. They visit many
schools in Holyoke and
South Hadley, senior cen-
ters in both towns and the
Veterans Home.

Reardon was excited to
become a part of this long
standing Holyoke tradition.

“I remember when the
Colleens visited my school
at Blessed Sacrament- I was
so inspired by their love of
the community and their deep
connection to their Irish her-
itage,” she said. “It’s truly
special to see generations
of Colleens- past, present,
and future- coming togeth-

See COLLEEN, page 10

Tentative competency assessment
presented to school committee

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE -
Superintendent/Receiver
Anthony Soto discussed
with the school committee
Holyoke Public School’s
plans for a new competen-
cy assessment now that the
MCAS is no longer required.

Now that the MCAS is
no longer a required compe-
tency assessment for students
to graduate high school,
schools have been working to
determine how to move for-
ward.

Due to this, HPS does
not plan to keep the MCAS.

Instead, Soto and other
key HPS faculty and staff
have proposed that HPS
require students to receive a
passing grade in grade nine
and ten English, algebra one
and geometry, and in biology
to graduate from high school.

If students do not initial-
ly pass these classes, students
can apply to pass a course
equivalent that is approved
by their principal and the
superintendent.

“Our academic team
and Dr Mahoney and some

“I anticipate that the state is working on
further guidance that will either support
whatever local decisions are made or
provide more guidance on what is expected
in competency determinations.”

- Superintendent Anthony Soto

One district, Frontier
Regional School District in
South Deerfield, has decided
that they will continue to use
the MCAS.

“There is one district
that I know of that is con-
tinuing to use MCAS as that
competency determination,”
Soto said.

HPS does not want
to follow in that decision.
During the November elec-
tion, 10,296 Holyoke voters
out of a total 14,184 voted
in favor of getting rid of the
MCAS.

counselors, we solicited
some feedback from differ-
ent stakeholder groups,” Soto
said. “We got some input
from our teacher advisory
group, we got some input
from counselors at each of
the high schools.”

Soto also clarified that
as HPS is making this tran-
sition, students this year
who have already passed
the MCAS will not have to
also make these competency
requirements.

This, instead, pertains to
any students who are current-

ly seniors and have not yet
passed that assessment.

After Soto presented this
to the school committee, he
requested that they send the
matter to a subcommittee to
discuss further.

“What I would like to do
is hopefully go into a deep-
er discussion at a sub com-
mittee meeting where we can
dive deeper into any ques-
tions the school commit-
tee would have,” Soto said.
“Ultimately we are looking
for this year for the school
committee to adopt a compe-
tency determination assess-
ment.”

He wants to have this
matter discussed and decided
on as quickly as possible so
that the students in the high
school currently, specifically
the seniors, know what they
need to do to graduate.

“Part of why we are put-
ting this in front of you is
because we want students to
know what the competency
determination is going to be
for this year,” Soto said.

Ultimately, while the
school committee will make
a decision on what the com-
petency assessment is for this
year, this may not stay true
for future years.

“I anticipate that the
state is working on further
guidance that will either sup-
port whatever local decisions
are made or provide more
guidance on what is expect-
ed in competency determina-
tions,” Soto said.

However, as the districts

See SCHOOL, page 6

Joint committee discusses Soto,
Garcia stance on immigrants

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The joint
committee of the city coun-
cil and the school commit-
tee discussed Mayor Joshua
Garcia and Superintendent/
Receiver Anthony Soto’s
recent statement affirming
the rights of immigrants at
their meeting on Feb. 12.

Soto addressed that his
intention with the letter was
to ease the concerns of many
families and staff within the
district.

“We do have a signif-
icant amount of newcomer
families,” Soto said. “My
first intent was to ease their
anxiety. I have had families
come crying, I have had bus
drivers walking into the cen-
tral office, crying, and say-
ing, ‘Mr. Soto, this student
that I always see, he wasn’t
in school today, I am worried
something happened.” So,
first and foremost was just to
ease the anxiety of students
and families because there is
a lot of misinformation out
there.”

Soto had received con-
cerns from families about
bringing their children into
school due to perceived
threats from Immigration
and Customs Enforcement.

“It is hard to make that
academic progress that we
would like to see when so
many kids are missing so
many days and we had been
hearing that families were
scared to send their kids to
school,” Soto said. “So we
wanted to clarify with them

what their rights
are.”

Additionally,
Soto hoped
that this would
inform the staff of
Holyoke Public
Schools as to
what their rights
are.

“It is a state

Interim

have somebody
who helps trans-
late and connect
with families.”
This pro-
gram works to
give students the
support they need
as they get used
to Holyoke and,
potentially, learn

requirement that h English.

we do not collect Superintendent City Council
documentation, Anthony Soto Member Kevin
so there is no Jourdain raised
way for our staff concerns about
to know wheth- how this influx of
er a newcomer ! newcomer fami-
family has a sta- | “ . lies will impact
tus or not,” Soto _ o A\l the finances of
said. “That is the HPS.

guidance that we “The con-
received from cern some have
DESE.” is that there

Soto also
noted that HPS
had a much high-
er than normal number of
newcomer families this year.

In past years, there have
been about 10 newcom-
er families. This year, HPS
received over 100.

“We do have a lot of
newcomers this year,” Soto
said. “I do not know their
immigration status..., but we
have a lot.”

As a result of this num-
ber of newcomer families,
HPS had to open up a new
program to support these stu-
dents.

“We actually had to
open up a new program for
newcomers,” Soto said. “For
kids who are not Spanish-
speaking we have created a
newcomer program and we

Mayor
Joshua Garcia

are other peo-
ple in charge
of Washington
now...” Jourdain said.

Soto assured him that
currently the state covers the
costs of transportation and
other key crusts for these stu-
dents and they receive finan-
cial support from McKinney-
Vento for families who are
unhoused.

However, there is uncer-
tainty on the continued exis-
tence of these funds, due to
the current administration in
charge of the federal govern-
ment.

“I don’t know that that
is going to stick with the
federal government and the
impact that is going to have
on state funds,” Soto said.

See IMMIGRANTS, page 6
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Ruiz acquires Wyckoff Country Club

HOLYOKE - Area busi-
nessman and entrepreneur
Cesar Ruiz has acquired
the Wyckoff Country Club in
Holyoke, Massachusetts for
$2.8 million.

The 109-acre property,
which includes an 18-hole
golf course and clubhouse,
including the “Daniel Ross
Course” restaurant, will
remain a country club and
golf course under Ruiz’s
ownership.

The restaurant and
clubhouse will undergo an

approximately $250,000
modernization and renova-
tion. New golf carts will also
be acquired, replacing the
existing fleet, Ruiz said.

Ruiz said, “I am thrilled
to announce the acquisition
of Wyckoff Country Club,
a cherished landmark in
Holyoke. This 120-acre gem
will continue its legacy as
a premier country club and
vibrant social hub. I look
forward to working with the
community in Wyckoff’s
next growth phase.”

The new Wyckoff is
projected to generate jobs
and attract existing and
new members annually to
the once-thriving course.
Ruiz said he views the rede-
velopment of Wyckoff as a
complement to an Olympic-
styled sports corridor in
Holyoke that he envisions
with volleyball as a center-
piece.

The Wyckoff proper-
ty will not be used to house
or host any of the non-golf
sporting activities and facil-

ities. The present staff will
remain.

Ruiz is leading the pro-
posed sports corridor current-
ly under development, which
he sees as positioning
Holyoke as New England’s
premier destination for ath-
letic excellence, tourism, and
community development.
The initiative is led by Cesar
Ruiz, a 2020 BusinessWest
Top Entrepreneur and found-
er of Golden Years Home
Care Services, which he
recently sold.

Marshal Mania set
for next Saturday

HOLYOKE - The St.
Patrick’s Committee of
Holyoke will host the 2025
Marshal Mania Kick-Off
Party on Saturday, March
1, at the Log Cabin in
Holyoke.

Doors open at 6:30
p-m. Eavesdrop, an
Americana-pop/Folk-
Soul band from the
Pioneer Valley, will start
at 8:00 p.m., followed by

Unforgettable Fire, the #1
Premier U2 Tribute Band.
Liberty Bank generously
sponsors this year’s event.
There will be a cash bar,
food for sale from the Log
Cabin, and raffles. Tickets
are $20 per person.

Contact Jeff Walsh at
jeffwalsh127 @gmail.com
at 413-530-3944 or Johnny
Driscoll at johnnydriscoll@
live.com at 413-530-3328.

City to raise Irish Flag March 1

Annual battle of the bars gets

HOLYOKE - The
Hibernians of Hampden/
Hampshire Counties invite
the public to participate
in the Irish Flag Raising
Exercise on Saturday March
1 at 10 a.m. at Holyoke City
Hall to celebrate the Irish
American Heritage Month of
March.

Mayor Josh Garcia and
Holyoke City officials plan
to be in attendance.

Hibernian President
Joe O’Connor will preside
as Master of Ceremonies.
Other dignitaries planning to
be in attendance: represent-
ing Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Parade Committee will be

2025 Parade President John
Beaulieu and Parade Grand
Marshal James Lavelle;
Barbara Twohig President
of the Massachusetts State
Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians; Mary Kate
O’Connor President of the
Ladies Ancient Order of
Hibernians Division 2 and
President Sean Cahillane
of the Irish Cultural Center
of Western New England.
Piper Matt O’Connor will
play the pipes at the event
and Sheila Moreau will
sing the American and Irish
Anthems.

There are over 31.5
million residents who claim
Irish Ancestry in America.
The U.S. Congress designat-
ed March as Irish American
Heritage Month in 1991.

Dobbin Tartin party kicks off green season

HOLYOKE - Kick off
the start of March and Parade
Season by getting decked
out in your favorite Holyoke
tartan. This seventh-annual
event celebrates the retire-
ment of Dobbin, the horse
from the Yankee Pedlar to the
Holyoke Merry-Go-Round.

All funds raised at
the event go to support the
St. Patrick’s Committee of
Holyoke and their annual
Parade Weekend. Come pick
up new and favorite tartan
items at this exclusive event.

Tickets for this event will
only be sold at the door. They
are $5 per person or $10 per
family, cash or check only.
Admission includes unlimited
rides on the merry-go-round,
face painting, hair braiding,
glitter designs, crafts, and a
photo booth. There will also

be a raffle, the White Hut
food truck, and beer and wine
will be available for purchase.

For more information,
please visit our website at
www.holyokestpatrickspa-

w the 7%4{016@

rade.com. The 72nd Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Parade will be
held on Sunday, March
23, and the 48th Holyoke
St. Patrick’s Road Race on
Saturday, March 22.

vy-Jo-Found

Saturﬂay, March1,2025-1- 3PM

ready to rumble this weekend

HOLYOKE - The
St. Patrick’s Committee
of Holyoke will hold the
fifth annual Battle of the
Bars bartending event
at the Holyoke Knight
of Columbus Council
90 to fundraise for the
Committee to offset the
costs of the bands and
entertainment on Parade
Weekend. The event will be
held Friday, Feb. 28, from
5:30 to 9:30 p.m. The event
will feature one bartender
from each of the Bars listed
below. They will battle each
other to see who can raise
the most tips for donations
to the Parade. In addition
to one final winner, each
round will have a cash prize
winner.

Event Chair Kelly
McGivern says, “We are
so excited to have these
six amazing bartenders
and establishments back
again for another fun-
filled year. With Holyoke
and South Hadley a part

of the Holyoke Regional
Committee, we are beyond
lucky for all of the support
of everyone who comes out
each here to kick off our
green season and support
us.”

The event is open to
the public and encourages
them to support their favor-
ite bar, bartender, and the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. The 2024 winner
was Trista Kasperowski
with Donovan’s Irish Pub.

The media is invited to
attend. More information
on the event can be found
on the Committee website
here: holyokestpatrickspa-
rade.com/events/2025-bat-
tle-of-the-bars.

The 72nd Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Parade will be
held on Sunday, March 23,
and the 48th Holyoke St.
Patrick’s Road Race will be
held on Saturday, March 22.

This event information
is as follows:

Donovan’s Irish Pub -
with Trista Kasperowski
Pic’s Pub & Pizzeria -
. with Matt Dulude

\

JP’s Restaurant -
with Mary Kate Glasheen
Halfway House Lounge -

with Colleen Flanagan

.
r Griffin’s Cafe -
with Ashleigh McNulty
Francie’s Tavern -
with Chy Clemens

Schindler to be guest speaker at upcoming
Hibernian Annual Communion Breakfast

HOLYOKE - The
public is invited to
the Hibernian Annual
Communion Breakfast
Sunday, March 16.

In concert with the
festivities surrounding the
2025 Holyoke St Patrick’s
Parade, The Hibernians
of Hampden/Hampshire
Counties invite the pub-
lic to attend the Annual
Communion Breakfast, 8

a.m. Memorial Mass at St
Jerome’s Church - break-
fast at 9 a.m. at Wyckoff
CC, 233 Easthampton Rd
Holyoke; Honoring Owen
Donohue with the 2025
Hibernian Christian Charity
Award; guest speaker will
be Teri Schindler. She is a
writer, director, producer;
worked for NBC, HBO, and
ESPN; won an Emmy for
her work in 2000 Sydney

Australia Olympics; found-
ing member of WNBA;
First woman to produce
live NCAA broadcasts;
All-American Swimmer;
married to announcer Mike
Gorman; daughter Kristen
and son-in-law Marc.

For reservations call
Attorney John J. Driscoll at
413-534-0445 by March 14.
Tickets are $25 per person.
Tables of 10.

$1200/week
207-607-9333

LOWER PRICES
T0 BOOST
YOUR BUDGET!

USDA INSP. FROZEN BONE-IN

GENTER CUT PORK CHOP

INFLATIO

gS249

USDA INSP. FRESH

COUNTRY STYLE

PORKRIBS.. - Sq94

CuT
FREE

USDA INSP. BONELESS
MCKENZIE’S CLASSIC

1/2 CARVING HAM..... 3199

REDUCED SODIUM

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

DILUSO HAM.......... 3399

USDA INSP. FROZEN

USDA INSP. SLICED IN OUR DELI

MONTEREY JACK CHEESE

PORK STOMACH.............

sS4

52%9

USDA INSP. FROZEN

BEEF BONE FOR SOUP.....

s1 %9 SALE DATES:

2/20/25-2/26/25

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
« Close to Reid State Park

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONELESS

BEEF TENDERLOIN
1019

USDA INSP.
FRESH BONE-IN

BEEF PORTERHOUSE
or T’'BONE STEAK
S7%
USDA INSP.
GROUND FRESH DAILY

) DIET LEAN
GROUND BEEF

47

NOTICE

ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

Saint Patrick
Novena offered

HOLYOKE - Saint
Jerome Parish located at

169 Hampden Street in
Holyoke is once again host-
ing a Novena to Saint Patrick

rk:\f‘ldiGS from The Estate

WE BUY & SELL ALL TYPES
OF STUFF FROM A TO 2.

beginning on Sunday, March
9 and concluding on Monday,
March 17. Nine priests from
throughout the Diocese will
be serving as the celebrants
of the Novena Masses. All are
invited to attend. Information
about Mass times and cele-
brants may be obtained by
contacting the Parish Office
at 413-532-6381.

COSTUME JEWELRY, FURNITURE,
COINS, COLLECTIONS,
WATCHES, TOYS, SILVER, ETC.

Contact Bill or Beth 413-543-6065
email: oldiesfrom@aol.com
45 Parker Street, Indian Orchard
Wed.-Fri. 10-4:30, Sat. 10-2:30, Closed Sun. - Tues.

Tuesday Night 6:30pm

ARSI AR
LAST YEAR’S PRICES! Pitch Night
USDA INSP. FRESH BONE-IN Wednesday Night s-cspm
S99 Smoked BBQ
BEEF CHUCK STEAK or ROAST, $592 ne
per person
BONELESS & SKINLESS $4 99 Friday Night
CHICKEN BREAST 1015 54w > 1 i Trivia Night zsopm

USDA INSP. FROZEN

CORNISH GAME HENS ru pa, S 232

$5 per person, groups of 1 to 6 people
Saturday & Sunday 11-1pm

USDA INSP. KAYEM ALFRESCO

ROAST GARLIC
CHICKEN SAUSAGE <1 0z, DD,

Corned Beef Sandwiches &
Chicken Salad Sandwiches

Friday, Feb 28th 5-7pm

USDA INSP. IQF FROZEN

COOKED SHRINP
31740 COUNT 1 5 16, OO

Baked Stuffed Fish Dinner

$10 pp please sign up at the legion.
Saturday, March 22nd +7pm

£ 90 Meat Outlet 9 Avocado St. Live Music by Dee Riley
pringfie
2ie /| HOURS: won - wed. 5.4 NERETAPEIIE AMERICAN LEGION POST 325
‘ Thurs. 8-6  Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com

BUY DIRECT FOR

SAVINGS  SELECTION * SERVICE

22 Sycamore Street, Holyoke, MA
Find us on Facebook Paper City Post 325

We reserve the right
to limit quantities.
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In The News ¢

Thunderbirds talent to visit MiraVista Behavioral Health Center

HOLYOKE - MiraVista
Behavioral Health Center is
excited to announce that top
talent from the Springfield
Thunderbirds, the American
Hockey League affiliate of
the St. Louis Blues, will visit
MiraVista (1233 Main Street,
Holyoke) on Tuesday, Feb.
25, at 2 p.m. This special
event will include a slapshot
contest, autograph signing,
and an opportunity for staff
to meet the team’s beloved
mascot, Boomer.

The visit is part of

MiraVista’s ongoing efforts
to celebrate its top talent --
the dedicated staff who work
diligently to make a differ-
ence in the lives of those
they serve. The event offers
a fun and energizing break
in the day, giving employ-
ees a chance to connect with
the Thunderbirds players and
enjoy a few light-hearted
moments.

“The discussion around
mental health is such an
important conversation, and
organizations like MiraVista

are so integral in address-
ing it,” said Springfield
Thunderbirds Manager of
Community Relations, Ryan
Smith. “Mental health is
every bit as vital as physical
health, and we’re honored to
visit as a token of our appre-
ciation for the hard work
being done on site every day
at MiraVista.”

Kimberley Lee,
MiraVista’s Chief of Creative
Strategy and Development,
expressed the organization’s
gratitude: “We couldn’t

be more grateful to the
Thunderbirds for bringing
their energy and enthusiasm
to MiraVista. This visit is a
wonderful opportunity for
our team to take a well-de-
served break, have some fun,
and enjoy time with such a
well-loved, local team.”

Lee added that the
Springfield Thunderbirds are
known not only for their suc-
cess on the ice but also for
their commitment to engag-
ing with and supporting the
local community. “MiraVista

is proud to welcome them
to the behavioral health cen-
ter and looks forward to an
afternoon filled with appreci-
ation and team spirit.”

For more information
about MiraVista Behavioral
Health Center and the work
we do, please visit www.
miravistabhc.care.

MiraVista cares for
thousands of individuals
from across New England
and is a leading provider of
mental health and addiction
treatment services, dedicat-

ed to empowering individu-
als to overcome challenges
and achieve their full poten-
tial. With a commitment to
excellence and compassion,
MiraVista offers a com-
prehensive range of evi-
dence-based treatment pro-
grams tailored to meet the
unique needs of each patient.
Through personalized care
and support, MiraVista
inspires hope and healing,
helping individuals reclaim
their lives and embrace a
brighter future.

Mall touts new tenants

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Mall, Western Mass’s pre-
mier shopping, dining, and
entertainment destination, is
preparing for an eventful year
of transformation in 2025.
We’re excited to share some
updates on the center, includ-
ing new store openings,
remodels, and investments in
the center.

Holyoke Mall is thrilled
to announce several additions
and renovations that will
enhance our offerings:

Pickleball Kingdom:
Pickleball has become one
of the fastest growing sports
and we’re pleased to meet
this growing demand with a
new indoor pickleball club.
Pickleball Kingdom will fea-
ture 15 individually fenced
courts, a pro shop, snack bar,
and outdoor playing surfac-
es with all the benefits of
being inside. Construction is
expected to start soon with an
opening of late 2025 on the
lower level near JCPenney.

Footlocker: Recently
reopened after a $1.1M
remodel of their store. The
refresh features their latest
prototype with a new store-
front, open ceiling concept,
more space, and new light-
ing.

JD Sports: Known for
its innovative athletic foot-
wear and apparel, JD Sports
is set to open in April of
2025 on the lower level near
Hobby Lobby.

Altitude Trampoline
Park: Altitude added 4 brand
new attractions in February:

*-ﬂ-'i

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

e Freedom Gaming
Strike Arena: A fast-paced
hunt-the-lights arena chal-
lenge where players test their
speed and agility, compet-
ing individually, or in teams,
to find and hit their colored
pods.

* AeroTower: Interactive
target attraction for single
or multiplayer games, with
the added challenge of rotat-
ing targets that test hand-eye
coordination and reaction
time.

e FreeStyle Duo: Dual
interactive reaction walls that
challenge speed and reaction,
with flashing lightpods that
test players reaction time and
jump accuracy.

e PowrPlay: In this excit-
ing interactive soccer target
game, players score points
by hitting the opposite team’s
target, with the option to
score more points when hit-
ting flashing targets.

Uncle Cho’s Fish &
Chips: This fish and chips
concept will be the latest
addition to our food court
and is expected to open soon.

These exciting new
tenants and updates will be
a great complement to our
unique mix of retail and
experiential offerings at
Holyoke Mall and we are
very optimistic about what
2025 will bring.

Lynch to discuss new book at library event

HOLYOKE - On
Thursday, Feb. 27 at 3 p.m.,
author Jacqueline T. Lynch
will be part of an event at
Holyoke Public Library.

Jacqueline Lynch’s new
book explores how WWII
children’s literature—particu-
larly adventure novels aimed
at teens and young adoles-
cents—shaped the world
views of these readers, read-
ers who would later become

members of the ‘Silent
Generation,” known for their
conformity and strong work
ethic. Lynch looks at how the
adventures of fictional nurs-
es (Cherry Ames and Ann
Bartlett) and young aviators
(Dave Dawson and Stan
Wilson) served as entertain-
ment, information, and indoc-
trination for those old enough
to know about the war, but
too young to participate.

Lynch
will be
joining the
event on
Zoom. Pre-
registration
is required
for the event,
which will
be held in
the History
Room at the
Library.

The Shen] Generabin’s. Vicarious

Experteoce of Horkd Var |

Jacqueline Lynch “eaccl 28N JyaB7 e 1

ARTery to feature artist Mehrnoush Bouzarjmehr

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
Art is excited to announce
its opening reception for
March’s Featured Artist,
Mehrnoush Bouzarjmehr, on
Saturday, March 1, from 12
to 3 p.m. at the ARTery. The
exhibition will be on dis-
play at the ARTery, located
at 289 High St. in Holyoke,
MA, throughout the month
of March. Regular gallery
hours are Thursday, Friday,
and Saturday from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. or by appointment.

Visit www.holyokeart.
com or call 413-420-8303
for more information.

Mehrnoush
Bouzarjmehr brings a
rich, multi-layered artis-
tic history to her work.

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

Please be advised that student’s Special Education
(Chapter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year
2016/2017 will be destroyed on February 28, 2025.

If you wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:

Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department
57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current
Special Education Student’s records.
This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

AVISO PUBLICO
PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL
DE LAS ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE HOLYOKE

Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de
Educacion Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro
dentro del afo 2016/2017, seran destruidos
el 28 de Febrero de 2025. Si desea obtener una copia
de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:

Escuelas Publicas de Holyoke,
Departamento de Educacion Especial
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209

Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales
de Educacion Especial. Este aviso no concierne
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

Friday,
February 2Ist

Kilashandra

onovamn s

[rish Pub

Friday,
February 28th

Paul
Pender

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

KX Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm o\
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Saturday,
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Saturday,
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v Boston’s
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Erin Og

Born in Iran, she worked
for two decades as a mid-
wife, a role that influenced
her deeply. In 2017, after
immigrating to the United
States, she reignited her pas-
sion for painting, working
with mediums such as oil,

H
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acrylic,
watercolor,
gouache,
and tra-
ditional
Persian
techniques
like Tazhib
and Gol-o-
Morgh. Her
work has
been featured in exhibitions
throughout the Northeast,
earning several awards.
Bouzarjmehr now calls
Holyoke home, where her
art is infused with the city’s
beauty and energy.

ANNOQOUS

JEWELERS.,
CHICOPEE

“A Family Business You Can Trust”

WEBUY GOLD!

GOLD
Is At An All-Time High!
Come In Now & Get:

f e N NN E Yy s wEEh
25%
Extra

When You Use
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"™

B sl Ea.&.‘
noush Jewelers Chicopee ONLY
T A, ™ AT

USH JEWELERS '8
704 Memorial Drive , Chicopee

“For me, painting is
more than blending colors—
it is the creation of life in
silence. Every painting is a
piece of my soul, bringing
peace and life wherever it
goes”, said Mehrnoush.

We invite art lovers and
the community to experi-
ence the soulful and evoc-
ative works of Mehrnoush
Bouzarjmehr. Don’t miss
this opportunity to explore
her journey and vision
through her vibrant, sto-
ry-filled creations. Join us at
The ARTery to celebrate art
that inspires and connects.

H
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SOCIAL SECURITY

"THatters

By Russell Gloor

/' EDITOR/SPORTS
- Greg Scibelli
thesun@turley.com

Reader asks about claiming
Social Security when | have
a Health Savings Account

ADVERTISING
SALES
Wendy Delcamp
wdelcamp@turley.com

Dear Rusty

I have reached my full
retirement age (66 plus 8
months) and plan to apply
for Social Security this
month, but I’'ve seen arti-

will backdate your Part A
coverage by six months.
And because Part A is not
a high deductible plan (a
requirement for HSA), any
contributions you make

The Holyoke Sun is published every
Friday by Turley Publications, Inc.,
24 Water St., Palmer, Mass. 01069.

Telephone (413) 283-8393,
Fax (413) 289-1977.

f
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cles, which say that when after the effective date of H
: . _ The Holyok
I apply, I must also take Part A will be subject to Leave It to fate @The Holyoke Sun
Medicare Part A. an IRS penalty, and your the plant. WEB
This, even though I am  HSA contributions won’t There are so many types www.sun.turley.com

continuing to work and am
covered by my employer’s

be considered tax-exempt.
This will mean the IRS

to choose from and in col-

ors ranging from grass-green PATRICK H. TURLEY

health insurance (a high will likely assess a 6% to yellow and even blue- CEO
deductible plan). I con- excise tax on any contribu- gray! Some are variegated or KEITH TURLEY
tribute bi-weekly into an tions made after your Part splashed with color. President
Heath Savings Account. A effective date and you’ll Leaf sizes range from

I've read that Medicare need to pay income tax on minuscule to huge! One pest DEANNA SLOAT
back dates Part A cover- those contributions. that loves Hosta leaves is the Graphics Manager

age by six months, which
suggests I would have had
to stop contributing to my
HSA six months ago.

If this is true, will I
need to pay penalties and
such to the IRS? I'm not
able to find anything else
about this topic and I'm
wondering what you might
have to say. I have my wife
and two children on my
employer’s HDHP. We con-
tribute $6,000 annually to
our HSA and my employ-
er contributes $1,250 on
Jan. 1 each year. We can
live without the HSA, but
the taxes and IRS penalties
concern me.

Signed: Wanting to
Claim SS (but concerned)

What you may
wish to consider is stop-
ping your HSA contri-
butions now and waiting
an additional six months
or so to claim your Social
Security benefits (to get
beyond the HSA penalty
phase). This would have
the advantage of avoiding
the IRS penalty on your
HSA contributions and
would also increase your
Social Security benefit
due to Delayed Retirement
Credits. You earn DRCs at
the rate of .677% for each
month beyond your FRA
that you wait to claim,
which means an SS bene-
fit about 4% higher if you
wait six months longer to

slug. To lessen their interest
in the plant, be sure to remove
decomposing foliage.

Use any number of traps,
homemade or otherwise to
keep your plants damage free.

And the last fate-filled
topic is: Chile peppers! There
are all kinds of hot peppers
out there for the gardener to
experiment with. You might
think that growing instructions
may differ for fire-hot peppers,
but they are grown in the same
manner as regular bell pep-
pers.

Start the seeds inside, or
purchase transplants. Warm
the soil ahead of installing the
plants, and don’t overdue it
fertility-wise. Provide supple-
mental water if the summer

(Levisticum officinale). I have
started lovage from seed near-
ly every year for the last 30
years.

This celery substitute is
always on the list of trans-
plants needed for the herb gar-
den at Old Sturbridge Village.
Lovage seed is not viable for
long, so new seed is needed
each year, or germination will
be sparse.

The plant is considered
a perennial, meaning it will
return year after year, but in
my experience, the best foli-
age production will be in the
first year. The flowers are
“umbells” like dill and fennel
but flowers only take away

Turley?)

Publications, Inc.

www.turley.com

Turley Publications, Inc. cannot assume
liability for the loss of photographs
or other materials submitted for
publication. Materials will not be
returned except upon specific request
when submitted.

this, but I am out of ideas

for this week’s column.
Every topic I come up with
has been covered at one time
or another. So, as the snow
falls every so furiously out-
side, I am going to resort to
the “stick your finger in the
gardening encyclopedia, and
see where it lands” trick.

I'll leave the topics of the
week to fate.

Here goes: For the first
topic, my finger landed on
a funny picture of geranium
plants with their rootballs
wrapped in newspaper hang-
ing from the beams in some-
one’s basement. I have written

Inever thought T would say

claim SS. before about my success in  from foliage production, so  gets droughty. P
Dear Wanting to Claim The Association bringing my geranium plants  they are best snipped off. Harvest when the peppers hOtos
I'm afraid that what Marture Citizens inside for the winter and plac- The hollow stems are turn color, and do so wearing TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC.

you’ve read is correct —
it is mandatory for you
to take Medicare Part A
(inpatient hospitalization
coverage) when receiving
Social Security benefits
after age 65. Medicare Part
A is free to you and even
though you are still cov-
ered under your employ-
er’s creditable high deduct-
ible healthcare plan and
can delay taking Medicare
Part B, you must take
Medicare Part A to col-
lect Social Security after
65. Medicare and your
employer’s plan will coor-
dinate healthcare benefit
payments.

That does, howev-
er, also mean your Health
Savings Account will be
affected because, as you
have found, Medicare

Foundation and its staff
are not affiliated with or
endorsed by the Social
Security Administration
or any other govern-
mental entity. This arti-
cle is intended for infor-
mation purposes and
does not represent legal
or financial guidance.
It presents the opinions
and interpretations of
the Association Mature
Citizens Foundation’s
staff, trained and accredit-
ed by the National Social
Security Association To
submit a question, visit
amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-ad-
visory or email us at ssad-
visor@amacfoundation.
org. Russell Gloor is a
Social Security advisor for
AMAC.

ing them in a south facing
window.

Just yesterday I was look-
ing at the plants more close-
ly, knowing that soon enough,
I will be snipping the tips
to take some cuttings. But I
digress, the picture I saw
is just another way to over-
winter your geranium plants,
especially if you don’t have
a sunny window or a lot of
indoor gardening space.

Many old timers used to
talk of this method a lot and
had great success with it. You
could either try and pot the
plants up ahead of time or go
right from the basement to
the outdoors after the threat
of frost has passed and after a
thorough hardening off pro-
cess, of course.

Second topic: My finger
landed on the herb Lovage

used in place of celery in
soups and stews. My mom
always enjoyed drying the
leaves for use during the win-
ter months.

Topic three: Hostas! I was
never a big fan of Hostas until
I had a yard that had substan-
tial amounts of shade. These
versatile plants are a perfect
companion for many shade
loving perennials, especially if
they are planted in fertile soil
with ample moisture.

Like other perennials,
Hostas need a period of dor-
mancy to succeed, so they will
do well in our climate, and
down to Zone 8§ or so. Most
varieties are grown for their
foliage only; I find it funny
that some gardeners snip off
the flowers as they begin to
form, saying that it actually
takes away from the look of

Purchase a photo that
recently ran in one of
our publications. Go to

newspapers.turley.com/
photo-request

gloves being ever mindful
not to touch your eyes. I had
always heard that a milk bath
should help ease the sting of
an accidental burn; others say
ingesting starchy food does
the trick.

Well, T hope this uncon-
ventional column was an
enjoyable read. It’s never too
late to pull out a reference
book or two for some interest-
ing factoids.

Roberta McQuaid grad-
uated from the Stockbridge
School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts.
For 33 years she has held the
position of staff horticulturist
at Old Sturbridge Village. She
enjoys growing food as well as
flowers. Have a question for
her? Email it to pouimette @
turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.
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Are you a “complex patient”?
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By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

ith more peo-
ple living
longer, it’s

becoming likelier than
an individual will be
dealing with more than
one chronic health con-
dition, such as heart
disease, hypertension,
diabetes, cancer, any
number of autoimmune
disorders (such as lupus)
— the list is practically
endless.

Your doctors — you
probably have more
than one -- may not tell
you to your face that
you are “complex” or
“complicated,” so how
do you know if you
are? What are the pos-

. your

heal

sible implications of
complexity, and what
can you do about it?

Here are some typ-
ical characteristics of
complex patients, in
addition to having mul-
tiple health conditions:

* You take multiple
medications.

* You have a lot of
health-care providers,
including specialists.

* You are in the
hospital frequently.

* You struggle
to manage your own
health care because of
its complexity.

* You lack the fami-
ly or social network you
need to manage your

4 e FEBRUARY 21,2025 ¢ The Holyoke Sun

health care.

Health-care pro-
viders are seeing more
patients with complex
conditions than ever,
but there’s little con-
sensus among doctors
about how to deal with
them. Aside from the
characteristics I listed
above, patient complex-
ity is aggravated by a
number of other factors.

e Our health care
and social care systems
are fragmented, and the
gaps are continuously
growing.

* The scope of indi-
viduals’ needs are con-
stantly growing.

* More patients are
living alone, as family
and community connec-
tions weaken.

e There is a global
shortage of caregivers
in the workforce.

Researchers have
also noted the impact of
socioeconomic factors,
such as lack of nutri-
tion, poverty and access
to care.

“All of this poses
great challenges and

the need for a paradigm
change in proposing
possible solutions and
interventions,” three
European researchers
wrote in 2023. “We
have to invest, mobilize
and implement harm
reduction interventions
in the care of complex
patients.”

Easier said than
done, obviously.

One positive I'm
seeing is the emergence
of patient-centered care
as a pathway to better
health outcomes. Using
a patient-centered
assessment lets pro-
viders understand not
only a patient’s physi-
cal health, but also their
mental health, lifestyle,
behaviors, social factors
(education, employ-
ment) and ability to
understand their symp-
toms and treatments.

As a patient advo-
cate, I have to take all
of these factors into
consideration when
working with a client
and communicating
with their care team.

Even the smallest prob-
lem in any of these
dimensions can dramat-
ically worsen a patient’s
health outcome.

But patient advo-
cates and health-care
providers cannot do the
job by themselves. If
you fall within the defi-
nition of “a complex
patient,” it’s important
for you to take the bull
by the horns and partic-
ipate in your own health
care to the best of your
ability. The same goes
for your loved ones,
your primary care pro-
vider and caregivers.

This is not easy in
our fragmented health-
care world. Still, there
are actions a complex
patient can take to help
themselves and (one
hopes) improve their
health outcomes.

1. Coordinating
care. Each health-care
provider has to know
what the others are
diagnosing, treating and
prescribing. It’s like-
ly that one or more of
your providers is acces-

sible through a patient
portal that also con-
tains test results, notes
and electronic health
records.

Will they have
time to read every-
thing? Maybe not, but
you should, so you can
convey your under-
standing of what other
doctors are saying.
This is where medical-
ly-trained patient advo-
cates provide a valuable
service, by reviewing
the records and then
conveying that informa-
tion to doctors in medi-
cal terminology.

2. Being honest.
As humans who want to
appear competent and
in charge of our lives,
we sometimes hesitate
to tell our providers
everything that’s going
on. Maybe there’s an
emerging mental health
issue. Maybe you’re
taking a drug that hasn’t
been prescribed. Maybe
there’s been a breakup
in a marriage. Maybe

See HEALTH, page 5
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In The News ¢

Nominations sought for William Pynchon Award

SPRINGFIELD - The
Adpvertising Club of Western
Massachusetts is seeking
nominations from through-
out Hampden, Hampshire,
Franklin, and Berkshire
counties for the William
Pynchon Award, which rec-
ognizes those citizens of our
region who have rendered
outstanding service to the
community.

The Order of William
Pynchon was established by
the Advertising Club in 1915
to recognize and encourage
individuals whose lives and

achievements typified the
ideals of promoting citizen-
ship and the building of a
better community in western
Massachusetts. Past recipi-
ents include community
volunteers, social activists,
teachers, journalists, public
servants, business leaders,
philanthropists, historians,
physicians, and war heroes
— a diverse group unit-
ed by their passion for our
region. Pynchon nominees
are people you know/live/
work with, who are passion-
ate about their community

or cause, and give selflessly
of their time, talent, or trea-
sure (sometimes all three).
Pynchon recipients are rec-
ognized for giving a little
more and doing a little more,
making them role models
for community involvement.
Though nominees may serve
in a leadership role, they are
just as likely to work anony-
mously or behind the scenes.
The Pynchon award is not
a recognition of “lifetime
achievement” — age and
length of service are unim-
portant — rather, it is depth

of dedication and influence
on the community that mat-
ters. A nominees’ impact
need not be region-wide,
just meaningful and impact-
ful within the community,
(and the trustees’ definition
of “community” is broad,
including neighborhoods,
municipalities, and region).
There are many people doing
great things in our communi-
ty ... “unsung heroes,” if you
will. This is your chance to
sing their praises. A complete
list of recipients since 1915
can be found at adclubwm.

org/pynchon-awards

To nominate an individ-
ual, please submit the form
on the website. The Pynchon
Trustees respectfully reserve
the right to eliminate nomina-
tions from consideration due
to insufficient information.

Nominations must
be submitted by March 1,
2025 to: William Pynchon
Trustees, Advertising Club of
Western Massachusetts, P.O.
Box 1022, West Springfield,
MA 01090-1022 or by the
form provided on the website.

Qualifying nominees

will be considered and
researched by the Pynchon
Trustees. Pynchon medalists
are chosen by unanimous
decision of the Pynchon
Trustees. The 2025 recip-
ients will be announced
in Spring 2025, with an
awards ceremony tentative-
ly scheduled for the fall of
2025. Recipients are present-
ed with a bronze medal cast
with the name and likeness
of Springfield’s founder,
William Pynchon, and bear-
ing the inscription: “They
honor us whom we honor.”

Free computer literacy
training course offered

HOLYOKE — In part-
nership with the nonprofit
CanCode Communities,
Holyoke Community
College is offering a free
six-week computer training
course starting Feb. 25.

The real-time, instruc-
tor-led online classes will
run Tuesdays and Thursdays
Feb. 25 to April 3, from 5:30
to 8:30 p.m.

The program is aimed
at helping individuals
build essential comput-
er skills for both personal
and professional devel-
opment. Participants will
explore the Microsoft Office
(Microsoft 365) suite of
programs (Outlook, Word,
PowerPoint, Excel, and
OneDrive), learn how to cre-
ate resumes and presenta-
tions, manage calendars and
tasks, create spreadsheets,
send email, and organize and
share documents using cloud

storage.

“This course is perfect
for those with basic comput-
er skills looking to level up
their Microsoft 365 knowl-
edge for work, school, or
personal use,” said Arvard
Lingham, HCC executive
director of community edu-
cation and corporate train-
ing.

Tuition assistance
is available for qualified
Massachusetts residents 18
and older. Limited seats are
available. Laptops and WiFi
hotspots for Internet access
will be provided for students
who need them.

Funding for the program
comes from the Western
Mass Alliance for Digital
Equity.

To sign up for class-
es, please send an email to
admissions @albanycancode.
org, or go to cancode.org/
apply-now.

HCC accepting scholarship applications

HOLYOKE —The
Holyoke Community
College Foundation will
begin accepting scholar-
ship applications for the
2025-2026 academic year
on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

The application dead-
line is Friday, March 14.

Last year, the HCC
Foundation awarded 388
scholarships worth about
$350,000 to 323 incom-
ing, current, and transfer-
ring HCC students. Some
students received multiple
scholarship awards. The
average scholarship award
is typically around $900.

“Awarding scholar-
ships to deserving stu-
dents has been a corner-
stone of the work of the
HCC Foundation since its
founding,” said Amanda
Sbriscia, vice president of
Institutional Advancement
and executive director of
the HCC Foundation.
“Scholarships established

by donors celebrate aca-
demic achievement, com-
munity service, and civic
engagement, and, most
importantly, these funds
ensure hundreds of stu-
dents have the resources
they need to complete their
college degrees.”

Students must be cur-
rently enrolled at HCC or
have been accepted for the
upcoming academic year to
be eligible for scholarships.

“While the recent
launch of MassEducate, the
state’s free-community-col-
lege-for-all program, has
made HCC accessible to
more individuals, that only
means we have a greater
responsibility to ensure
students make it to the
finish line,” Sbriscia said.
“Tuition and fees represent
only a portion of the cost
of being a college student
today, and, oftentimes, a
donor scholarship can truly
change a student’s life.”

Applicants need only
to fill out a single online
form to be automatically
matched with the scholar-
ships they are most quali-
fied to receive.

There are scholarships
for new students, current
students and students trans-
ferring to other institu-
tions, scholarships based
on financial need, scholar-
ships for students in specif-
ic majors, scholarships for
residents of certain com-
munities, and scholarships
that recognize academic
achievement.

To view scholarship
opportunities and begin the
application process, please
go to www.hcc.edu/schol-
arships.

Last January, HCC
opened a dedicated
Scholarship Resource
Center to help current and
incoming students navigate
the process of applying
for scholarships and fill-

ing out the FAFSA (Free
Application for Federal
Student Aid).

The office, located
on the first floor of the
Donahue Building (Room
158) is open Monday
through Friday, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

The HCC Foundation
is a 501(c)(3) that works
to advance the college’s
mission, vision, and val-
ues. Founded in 1968 as
the Friends of Holyoke
Community College, in
response to a devastating
fire that forced the college
to rebuild on a new cam-
pus, the Foundation now
manages assets of more
than $20 million, the larg-
est community college
foundation endowment in
Massachusetts.

Questions should
be directed to the HCC
Foundation office at 413-
552-2182, or by email to
scholarships @hcc.edu.

HEALTH, from page 4

you’re drinking more. All of
these things can impact your
well-being, and your doctor
needs to know about them.

3. Taking notes. I’ve said
it before and I'll say it again.
Take someone with you to
medical appointments and
have them take notes, or even
keep a journal yourself. You
can keep track not only of
doctor discussions, but also

note your mental, emotional
and physical symptoms on a
daily basis to share with your
provider.

If you are a “complex
patient,” or you know some-
one who is, recognize that
fact and take a stronger hand
in your care. You may be
helping yourself or a loved
one live their best life.

Teri (Dreher)

Frykenberg, a registered
nurse and board-certi-
fied patient advocate, is

the founder of Northshore
Patient Advocates LLC
(NShore). She is also
founder and CEO of Nurse
Advocate Entrepreneur,
which trains medical profes-
sionals to become success-
ful private patient advo-
cates. Teri offers a free phone
consultation to newspaper
readers as well as to nurses
interested in becoming advo-
cates. Reach her at Teri@
NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.
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CLUES ACROSS

1. Tropical Asian plant

5. Yankees’ slugger
Judge

10. Helps to preserve
food

12. Plant disease

14. One who predicts

16. Equally

18. Burundian franc

19. Pouch

20. Arizona city

22. Surround

23. Hard, heavy timber

25. Witnessed

26.They __

27. French river

28. A way to drink

30. Small constellation

31. Peruse a written
work

33. Type of hound

35. Plant of the

37. Evade or escape

38. A way to confine

40. Volcanic crater

41. Weekday

42. Women'’s service
organization (abbr.)

44. Local area network

45. Sensory receptor

48. Posted

50. Tibetan pastry

52. Licensed for Wall
Street

53. Very willing

55. Golf score

56. Consume

57. Touchdown

58. Tends to remind

63. In a way, smoothed

65. Poke holes in the
ground

66. Herbaceous plants

67. Taiwanese river

CLUES DOWN

1. Body art

2. Boxing’s GOAT

3. Film for posterity
(abbr.)

4. Prayer

5. Galculating machine

6. Keyboard key

7. Qutburst

8. Man-eating giants

9. New Hampshire

10. Type of sword

11. Counting

13. Pants style

15. Political action
committee

17.U.S. government
legislative branch

18. Civil Rights Act
component

21. Contractors take one

23. Spanish soldier

24. A person’s brother or
sister

27. Expressed pleasure

29. Song of praise

32. Shock treatment

34. Patti Hearst’s captors

35. Counteract

36. Goes over again

39. Popular Dodge truck

40. Male adult

43. A part of a river where
the current is very fast

44, Rope used to lasso

46. Become less intense

47. Subway rodent

49. Lead alloy

51. Japanese honorific
title

54. Advise someone

59. Famous NYC museum

60. Ocean

61. Cathode-ray tube

62. Cologne

64. It starts with these
two

Pastor Theresa Temple

(413) 533-7728

of Holyoke, MA

(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

Catholic Parish

Holy Cross Ave., Holyoke

15 Maple Street, Holyoke
(413) 532-5661

Reconciliation (Confession)
Monday - Saturday 8 a.m.
Saturday 3:15pm

Anytime by Appointment
DEVOTIONS

Monday - Saturday

ROSARY 8:05 a.m.

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke

firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

HOURS: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.

Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke
Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com

Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com

Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org

Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.
Our Lady of the Cross

Pastor: Fr. Albert Scherer, OFM Conv.
Email: pastor@ourladyofthecross.com

Parish Offices are located at:

Monday - Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays Mass 9 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS

WORSHIP:

Sundays at 9:30 a.m.
(also on Facebook Live) &

Thursdays at 7

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -
on Facebook Live.

parish@ourladyofthecross.com St. Paul’s

OFFICE HOURS: Episcopal Church
Monday - Friday 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
WEEKEND MASSES: 485 Appleton St., Holyoke
Saturday 4 p.m. 41 3-532-5060

Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9 a.m. (Polish), Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
and 10:30 a.m. StPaulsHolyoke.org

DAILY MASS: Instagram:

OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:

Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.
Sunday: 5 p.m.

Divine Mercy Chaplet - 7:50 a.m.

Monday - Wedﬁesday 10a.m.-2p.m.,
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)

stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke

goosefoot family

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 8

www.ourladyofthecross.com

p.m.

(Spanish)
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» InThe News

BBB Tip: What to know if you’re using NFCs (and you probably are)

Paula Fleming
pfleming@boston.bbb.org

If you have a smartphone
purchased in the last few
years, it almost certainly came
with NFC capability.

The technology allows
users to effortlessly transfer
money, share files and knock
out a growing list of other
tasks. But that data transfer
can create vulnerabilities.

BBB has tips on what
NFCs can do and how to stay
safe when using them.

What exactly is NFC?

NFC stands for Near
Field Communication. It’s a
data transfer that only works
within a very short physical
range. We’'re talking inches,
not feet. Some forms of this
technology require you to tap
one device against another or
wave them back and forth in
close proximity.

NFC also stands
for National Football
Conference and the National
Finance Center, a branch
of the USDA, but we’re
not going to talk about
those here. Near Field
Communication capabilities
have been around for years,
but their use is becoming
much more widespread.

NFCs are based on RFID
(radio frequency identifica-
tion) technology, a process
that uses radio frequencies to
identify objects. Near Field
Communication is high-fre-
quency RFID that makes it
easy for one device to commu-
nicate with another.

What does it do?

Near Field
Communication uses a series
of protocols to make transac-
tions easier and faster. People
use them to make contactless
payments, share digital con-
tent, connect one device with

another, and a list of other
tasks that gets longer every
day.

How do they work?

An NFC relies on prox-
imity, so when users get close
to a device they want to inter-
act with, typically, they receive
a prompt asking for permis-
sion. They follow on-screen
prompts from there. It’s con-
venient because it doesn’t
involve downloading an app or
signing up to get started.

When you activate some
NFC technologies, they enable
Bluetooth and use that to
make your data transfer. That
means you don’t have to fum-
ble around with your phone to
find Bluetooth settings, choose
the device you want to pair,
enter the key or code, and so
on.

Other NFC technologies
enable Wi-Fi between two
devices so they can “talk”
back and forth. The big benefit
here is that Wi-Fi direct has
much greater bandwidth, so
big files transfer faster.

What smartphones

come with NFC?

New handheld devic-
es become available all the
time, so the compatible device
list is constantly chang-
ing. NFCWorld maintains an
exhaustive list of phones and
tablets both available now and
coming soon. But for most
people, their mobile is already
capable.

Android devices running
4.0 or later come with the
ability to use NFCs for finan-
cial transactions. Phones with
Android 4.4 or later allow
users to exchange files and
messages via NFC.

iPhone was a little later
to jump on the bandwag-
on. However, if you have an
iPhone 6 or later, it supports
Near Field Communications.

Are they just for financial
transactions?

The possibilities and uses
for near-field communications
are, for the most part, just lim-
ited by the imagination. Here
are just a few things people
can do with them already:

* Open car doors

 Share contact informa-
tion

e Share any link you pro-
gram it to have

* Make wireless pay-
ments using smartphones and
tablets

e Create an automat-
ic Wi-Fi/Bluetooth pairing
between phone and vehicle for
hands-free driving

e Pay for and receive
access to public parking and
transportation

e Send photos or video
between digital cameras, cell
phones and media players

* Allow shoppers to
receive and redeem coupons

e Prevent hard sleepers
from turning off their alarm
until theyre actually awake

* Enable healthcare work-
ers to monitor medications
and track physical symptoms

 Create interactive toys
and games

Simplified connectivi-
ty is great, and being able to
exchange funds without hav-
ing to dig into our wallets was
becoming popular even before
social distancing was a thing.
Now it’s even more helpful
because it means we don’t
have to touch cash or transac-
tion terminals. But every time
a technology is widely adopt-
ed, hackers start focusing on
how they can exploit it for
unfair gain.

Near Field Communications
and cybersecurity

Convenience is great, but

if you’re like most people, you

might recognize when data is

just floating around, there’s

a security risk, especially
when technology is linked
to your credit card or bank
account. So how risky is NFC
technology?

The good thing is if
you’re bumping your phone
with a friend’s to share music
or checking out with a trust-
ed vendor, the security risk is
fairly low because of the prox-
imity requirement. Devices
must be four centimeters or
less apart, and during the split
seconds the data transfer actu-
ally takes to occur, it would
be hard for a hacker to get in
there without you noticing.

It takes more than just
a bump for a transaction
to occur; both sending and
receiving devices must be
ready to accept the data trans-
fer. It would be difficult for a
hacker to brush against you in
a crowd and wirelessly with-
draw from your bank account.
You’re not likely to collide
with a stranger in the grocery
store and accidentally send
their phone all your personal
information. But that doesn’t
mean NFCs are without risk.

One problem happens
when people lose their phones
or have their devices stolen. If
a thief can unlock your device,
or if you don’t secure it with a
strong password, there’s noth-
ing to stop him or her from
waving it over a payment
terminal or ATM to get your
money.

NFC tags are also vulner-
able to tampering. For exam-
ple, users have tapped smart
tags thinking they were about
to access movie trailers or visit
a vendor website but instead
had their personal informa-
tion sent to a bad actor.

General NFC security tips
e Turn NFC off when not
in use: Disable NFC on your
device when you’re not using
it to reduce the risk of unau-

aire traduire

This is an important notice. Please have it translated.

Este é um aviso importante. Quiera mandé-lo traduzir.

Este es un aviso importante. Sirvase mandarlo traducir.

s . QUAN TRONG. XIN VUI LONG NO DA DICH

RESIDENCES ON

SHWY (WEENSAMIUSTILINY

30% LIHTC

HH Size | Unit Size Rent Min Income | Max Income
1 1BR 1BA $616 $22,176 $23,010
2 1BR1BA | $616 $22,176 $26,280
3 2BD 2BA $739 $26,604 $29,580
4 2BA2BA | $739 $26,604 $32,850
60% LIHTC
HH Size | Unit Size Rent Min Income | Max Income
0BR 1BA | $1,150 $41,400 $46,020
OBR 1BA | $1,150 $41,400 $52,560
1 1BR 1BA | $1,232 $44,352 $46,020
2 1BR1BA | $1,232 $44,352 $52,560
3 2BR 2BA | $1,479 $53,244 $59,160
4 2BR2BA | $1,479 $53,244 $65,700
80% LIHTC
HH Size | Unit Size Rent Min Income | Max Income
1 1BR 1BA | $1,643 $59,148 $61,360
2 1BR 1BA | $1,643 $59,148 $70,080
3 2BR 2BA | $1,972 $70,992 $78,880
4 2BR 2BA | $1,972 $70,992 $87,600

B

APPLETON

HOLYOKE-MASS

NOW ACCEPTING APPPLICATIONS FOR SENIOR (55+) AFFORDABLE RENTAL LOTTERY

There will

considered for the

The Residences at Appleton located in
Holyoke, MA, is offering brand new senior
(55+), affordable 1, 2, 3- bedroom apartments
with rents based on area median
ranges between 30%, 60%, and 80% local area
median income. Submission of an application
will not guarantee housing for occupancy.
be a screening process. Once
completed and signed, applications will be
lottery. Completed
applications can be mailed to: Northern
Heights Attn: Appleton Lottery 769 Main St
Springfield, MA 01105 or emailed to
ResidencesOnAppleton@winnco.com

income

8:30AM-4PM

chosen.

Informational Public Meetings:

\\ WinnCompanies (‘j\@

*Income minimums DO NOT APPLY for 30% units with mobile voucher holders. Rents are subject to change to reflect
current HUD rates. Above rents do not include any utility allowances.

For more information or reasonable accommodations, call Residences at Appleton at 413-300-5181,
TTY/TDD: (800) 439-2370 or email ResidencesOnAppleton@winnco.com.

Applications will be available February 15, 2025, through April 15, 2025, at the following locations:
* Northern Heights at 769 Main Street Springfield, MA 01105 M-F 9AM-4PM OR

Holyoke Public Library 205 Chestnut St Holyoke, MA 01040 M-Th 8:30AM-8:30PM, Fri & Sat

You may also request an application by emailing ResidencesOnAppleton@winnco.com or calling
413-300-5181. Visit www.residencesonappleton.com for more details or to download an application.

®* March 27, 2025, at 6:00PM, at the Holyoke City Hall, located at 536 Dwight St Holyoke, MA 01040
* April 5, 2025, at 1:00PM, at the Holyoke City Hall, located at 536 Dwight St Holyoke, MA 01040

The Housing Lottery will take place at the Holyoke City Hall, located at 536 Dwight St Holyoke, MA
01040 on Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 1PM. All are welcome to attend but it is not required if you are

6 e FEBRUARY 21,2025  The Holyoke Sun

thorized access or accidental
connections.

¢ Be mindful of proxim-
ity: NFC only works within a
short range (typically 4 cm or
less), but attackers could use
specialized tools to attempt
to intercept data. Be cautious
when using NFC in crowded
or untrusted areas.

* Use secure apps and
devices: Only use trusted apps
for NFC payments or file shar-
ing. Ensure your device has
updated security features and
firmware.

* Enable device authenti-
cation: Use a PIN, pattern, or
biometric lock on your device
to prevent unauthorized use of
NFC.

e Monitor permis-
sions: Regularly check the
permissions granted to apps
that use NFC to ensure they
only have access to necessary
features.

* Avoid connecting to
unknown devices: Do not
pair with or transfer files to
unknown NFC-enabled devic-
es or tags without verifying
their source.

* Encrypt sensitive
data: If you’re using NFC for
payments or sharing sensitive
information, ensure the data is
encrypted and transmitted over
a secure channel.

NFC payment tips

e Verify payment
apps: Use payment apps from
trusted providers and down-
load them only from official
app stores.

* Check the termi-
nal: Inspect payment termi-
nals for tampering or unusual
devices before tapping your
phone or card.

* Enable notifications: Set
up notifications for NFC trans-
actions so you’re immediate-
ly aware of any unauthorized

tokens: Where possible, opt
for payment methods that gen-
erate one-time-use tokens for
added security.

NFC tags tips

* Inspect before scanning:
Avoid scanning unknown or
suspicious NFC tags in pub-
lic areas, as they may contain
malicious code or links.

* Use a trusted NFC read-
er app: Use apps from reputa-
ble sources to read NFC tags,
and review the permissions
these apps require.

e Program tags secure-
ly: If programming NFC tags
yourself, ensure they are con-
figured with strong security
measures to prevent tamper-
ing.

Have you heard about or
experienced an NFC-related
scheme or fraud? You can help
spread awareness and pro-
tect others when you report it
to BBB Scam Tracker.

IMMIGRANTS,

from page 1

Jourdain and other
members of the joint com-
mittee simply asked that
Soto and Garcia work to
keep the school commit-
tee and the city council
updated on future steps the
city will have to take as/if
things change on a federal
or state level.

“We are so reliant on
Washington for so much
federal assistance on differ-
ent things,” Jourdain said.
“So certainly keep your
city council, your school
committee members, all of
us debriefed.”

Soto promised to do
so. Until there is a change,
the district will work to
continue forward with the

charges. ] assumption that funding
* Use one-time will be as it has been.
informed.

CRE W S, from page 1

tions before the start of the
heating season,” Sheedy said

The maintenance team
works to keep many of the
needed parts stocked in the
warehouse so they do not
have to purchase them if one
piece breaks.

For more specialized
parts they have various ven-
dors they keep close contact
with who can provide the
parts they need as they make
repairs.

Sheedy also gives thanks
to the subcontractors that
work with the district, as they
help to support the mainte-
nance team.

“This allows us to cor-
rectly maintain all of our
heating and cooling systems,”
Sheedy said. “This results in
keeping all of our systems
functioning correctly through-
out the year.”

After the preparation and
switch-overs are complete,
the maintenance team keeps
a close eye on all the school
buildings to ensure that they
can quickly fix any issues that
arise.

The building manage-
ment system sends Sheedy an
electronic notification in real
time if there are problems in
any of the buildings.

Sheedy will then use
that information to dispatch
the needed team member or
subcontractor to work on the
issue.

Additionally, the custodi-
al staff in each building keep
an eye out for any problems
and will report issues through
the electronic work ticket sys-
tem.

As any problems arise,
the management team
works hard to keep the staff
that work in each building

“A follow-up email will
be used to keep track of and
inform certain staff of the
repairs taking place,” Sheedy
said.

While a team member
is working on the repairs
and when the repairs are
complete, Sheedy, a facili-
ties director or the assistant
manager keep an eye on the
project to ensure the issue is
resolved.

When it is time for the
city to prepare its annual bud-
get, the maintenance team and
the district work together to
predict what budget mainte-
nance will need for each year.

“By using historical
data from previous years,
the district projects the cost
increases that have to do
with labor rates and supply
chain issues,” Sheedy said.
“Spreadsheets are used to
track every facet of the bud-
get using real-time updates
from our accounting systems
program. Previous and current
invoices are monitored close-
ly, in turn using that data to
continually update our operat-
ing and projected costs.”

The maintenance team
has been working hard
throughout this year to keep
all HPS staff and students
warm and safe during the
winter.

So far there have been no
significant issues, but man-
agement is keeping a close
eye on any systems that may
need repairs, updates or main-
tenance soon.

“Our goal is to main-
tain and repair our systems
correctly, while exploring
options to update and imple-
ment the new installation of
modern equipment to help
keep our core elements at
a minimum for constant
repairs,” Sheedy said.

S CH 0 0[., from page 1

wait for state guidance, they
will simply have to set their
own competency measures.
This matter will be fur-
ther discussed at the next
leadership and accountabili-

ty subcommittee, where the
subcommittee will come to a
decision, then recommend to
the full school committee.

From there, the school
committee will discuss the
matter and take a vote on
what to do for this school
year.
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Holyoke boys get home
win over Warriors

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE - When the
Tantasqua Regional boys’
basketball team faced the
Holyoke Purple Knights
at John ‘Jinx’ O’Connor
Gymnasium two years ago,

they celebrated a 17-point
victory.

The Warriors made
another trip to Holyoke High
School last Wednesday night
and it was a much closer
game this time.

Holyoke junior Aden
Cabrera made a 3-pointer

and a lay-up during the final
seconds of regulation, as the
Purple Knights escaped with
an exciting 59-52 home vic-
tory on senior night.

“It felt very good when I
made the 3-pointer late in the
fourth quarter,” said Cabrera,

See BOYS, page 8

NSOV
-

9

[ 2

Aden Cabrera flies for the layup.

away.

Chauncey Ruiz goes after the tip.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

www.sports.turley.com

Jordan King-Perilli goes for the
free throw.

Calvin Godbolt sends a shot

Knights get win in quarterfinals

HOLYOKE - Earlier
this week, Chicopee
Comprehensive High
School boys basketball fell
62-51 in a rematch against
Holyoke. But this time,
the two teams were play-
ing in the quarterfinals of

the Western Mass. Class A
Tournament.

In the matchup, Xavier
Kleps had 12 points while
Elijah Kleps had 10 points.
Holyoke was led by Calvin
Godbolt with 21 points.
Aden Cabrera had 18

points and Jordan King-
Perilli had 16 points. The
Knights were scheduled to
face Central in the semifi-
nals while the Colts went
to nonplayoff action until
the state tournament begins
next week.

Lady Knights get just fourth win of season

FISKDALE - Last
Wednesday night, Holyoke
High School girls basketball
scored a 41-36 win over host
Tantasqua. The Knights got

17 points from Kiara Perez
while Aliana Almodovar came
off the bench and scored 13
points. Holyoke improved to
4-15 on the season.

N

Turley photos by Gregory A. Scibelli - Michaela Guzman came up with a rebound.

- . -,ue:v-. .
Genesis Rivera fights for possession on a rebound.

Kylie Blaha signals a play to her
teammates.

Aliana Almodovar looks to drive to the
hoop.
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> Sports

HoopHall announces
award winners

SPRINGFIELD - The
Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame announced the recipi-
ents of the 2025 Curt Gowdy
Media Award and John Bunn
Lifetime Achievement Award
at NBA All-Star Weekend.

Legendary Detroit
Pistons play-by-play
announcer George Blaha,
renowned CBS ana-
lyst Clark Kellogg, veteran
women’s basketball writ-
er Michelle Smith, and influ-
ential NBA journalist Adrian
Wojnarowski are the 2025
Curt Gowdy Media Award
recipients. Boston Celtics
long-time Vice President
of Media and Alumni
Relations Jeff Twiss is the
recipient of the 2025 John W.
Bunn Lifetime Achievement
Award.

The Curt Gowdy Media
Award is named in honor of
the late Curt Gowdy, a leg-
endary sports broadcaster
and former Hall of Fame
Board member and President.
This prestigious award is
presented to members of the
print, electronic, and trans-
formative media whose

efforts have made a signifi-
cant contribution to the game
of basketball.

The Bunn Lifetime
Achievement Award was
instituted by the Basketball
Hall of Fame’s Board of
Trustees in 1973 and is the
most prestigious award pre-
sented by the Hall of Fame
outside of Enshrinement.
Named in honor of Hall of
Famer John W. Bunn (Class
of 1964), the first chairman
of the Basketball Hall of
Fame Committee who served
from 1949-64, the award
honors coaches, players, and
contributors whose outstand-
ing accomplishments have
impacted the high school,
college, professional, and/or
the international game.

Blaha, Kellogg, Smith,
Wojnarowski, and Twiss
will be recognized for their
contributions to basket-
ball during the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame
Enshrinement Weekend on
September 5-6. For further
details, including ticket infor-
mation, visit hoophall.com/
events/enshrinement-2025.

» Public Notices

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The DGR Committee of the
Holyoke City Council will hold
a public hearing to hear a special
permit application of Alan Fini
for the creation of a Fini family
cemetery at 2 Fini Road (179-00-
003) per 9.3. Hearing will take
place on Tuesday, March 11,
2025 at 6:30 pm at Holyoke City
Hall 536 Dwight St and can be ac-
cessed remotely via www.zoom.
us Meeting ID 883 8438 1077
Meeting Passcode 750869 or by
call in at 1-646-558-8656 with
same Meeting ID and Passcode.
For a copy of the application or
to provide comments, please
contact City Council Admin Asst
Jeffery Anderson-Burgos at An-
derson-Burgos] @holyoke.org or
by phone 413-322-5525.
Kocayne Givner, DGR Chair
02/21, 02/28/2025

City of Holyoke
Notice of Public Hearing
The DGR Committee of the
Holyoke City Council will hold
a public hearing to hear a special
permit for home occupation ap-
plication of Amanda and Marcos
Garcia for a remote accounting
work business at 25 Breton Lane
(164-00-004) per 4.8.2. Hear-
ing will take place on Tuesday,
March 11, 2025 at 6:30 pm at
Holyoke City Hall 536 Dwight
St and can be accessed remotely
via www.zoom.us Meeting ID
883 8438 1077 Meeting Passcode
750869 or by call in at 1-646-
558-8656 with same Meeting
ID and Passcode. For a copy
of the application or to provide
comments, please contact City
Council Admin Asst Jeffery An-
derson-Burgos at Anderson-Bur-
gosJ@holyoke.org or by phone
413-322-5525.
Kocayne Givner, DGR Chair
02/21, 02/28/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution

of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
117. All Gas No Breakz LLC
to Crowd Lending Fund One,
LLC, dated March 10, 2023 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on March 10,
2023, in Book No. 24934, at Page
74, modified by Assignment to

Willard Street Capital, LLC dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 6, 2023, in Book
No. 25033, at Page 66, and to
Webster Business Credit, A Divi-
sion of Webster Bank, N.A., dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 12, 2023, in Book
No. 25038, at Page 597, and to
Willard  Street Capital, LLC
dated November 20, 2024 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on December
4, 2024, in Book No. 25679, at
Page 316, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present holder
Willard Street Capital, LLC, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing same will be sold at
public auction at 1:00 PM, on
March 11, 2025 on the mort-
gaged premises being known as
74-76 Newton Street, Holyoke,
MA, being all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage to wit:

A certain lot of land with the
buildings thereon situated in-
Holyoke, Hampden County,
Massachusetts bounded and de-
scribed as follows, viz;

Beginning at a point -or in-
tersection of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running:

Beginning at a point of inter-
section of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running: .

SOUTHWESTERLY on said
Newton Street; sixty-six (66)
feet; thence

SOUTHEASTERLY and at a
right angle to said Newton Street;
seventy (70) feet; thence

NORTHEASTERLY and
parallel with Newton Street,
sixty-six (66) feet to said Essex
Street; thence

NORTHWESTERLY on said
Essex Street seventy (70) feet to
the place of beginning.

Containing four thousand
six hundred and twenty (4,620)
square feet, more or less.

Being the same premises as
conveyed to the mortgagor by
deed of ASJ Properties, LLC,
dated October 19, 2022, record-
ed at Hampden County Registry
of Deeds on March 10, 2023 in

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.
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who finished the non-league
contest with a game-high 20
points. “I just had an open
look, and I had to take it.
If T didn’t make that shot,
who knows what would’ve
happened. It just feels great,
especially for the seniors.”

The six Holyoke
seniors, who were hon-
ored prior to the start of the
game, are Calvin Godbolt
(9 points), Jaycob Andujar
(5 points), Cameron Tejeda,
Avantaey Rivera, Astin
Chapman, and Chauncey
Rivera (9 points).

“The six seniors have
been our leaders all season
long,” said Holyoke assis-
tant varsity/J.V. coach Omar
Almodovar. “They’re very
good basketball players and
they’ve made key contribu-
tions.”

Almodovar took
over the coaching duties
from varsity coach Juan
Maldonado, who missed the
game due to an illness.

“Coach Maldonado sent
us the scouting report for
tonight’s game,” Almodovar
said. “He watched the game
at home and sent text mes-
sages.”

The Purple Knights,

who finished the regular
season with a 14-4 overall
record, entered the Western
Mass. Class A tournament
as the third seed. They were
scheduled to host sixth-seed-
ed Chicopee Comp in
a quarterfinal game on
Monday night.

Longtime Tantasqua

Regional,54-51, in a large
school quarterfinal game
of the prestigious Clark
Tournament last Saturday
afternoon.

The three Tantasqua
double digit scorers against
Holyoke were senior James
Sciaraffa (17 points), senior
Adam Howe (16 points),

“The six seniors have been

our leaders all season long,
They’re very good basketball players
and they’ve made key contributions.”

- Omar Almodovar

varsity coach Scott Dion
said Holyoke was one of the
best teams that his squad has
faced this season.

“Holyoke is very sim-
ilar to Doherty. If they face
each other in the Division 2
state tournament, it would
probably be an awesome
basketball game,” Dion said.
“I thought tonight’s game
was a very good experience
for my guys to prepare for
the postseason tournament.”

The Warriors (13-
5) lost at Doherty, 62-44,
in the season opener.
They also lost to Nipmuc

Book No. 24934, at Page 70.

The above described premises
will be sold SUBJECT TO and
with the benefit of all restrictions,
easements, covenants, condi-
tions, building and zoning laws,
to any and all unpaid taxes, tax
titles, water and sewer charges,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments or liens, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
if any.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of $7,500.00 DOL-
LARS shall be required to be
made to the mortgagee in cash,
by certified or by cashier’s check
at the time and place of the sale
as a deposit. The successful
bidder will be required to exe-
cute an Auction Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of
the bidding. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in
cash, by certified check, by ca-
shier’s check, or other check sat-
isfactory to Mortgagee’s attorney
within thirty (30) days thereafter
at the offices of BARSH AND
COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the
Mortgagee, 500 Turnpike Street
Suite 201, Canton, MA 02021, in
exchange for which and at such
time and place, the deed shall be
delivered to the purchaser for re-
cording.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to amend the foregoing
terms of sale by written or oral
announcement made before the
auction sale, during the sale
thereof or at the commencement
of or during any postponed sale,
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, and to post-
pone the sale up until the time the
property is declared sold by the
auctioneer.

The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an er-
ror in the Notice of Mortgagee’s
Sale or its publication.

OTHER TERMS TO BE
ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME
AND PLACE OF THE SALE.

Dated: February 5, 2025

(signed:)

Willard Street Capital, LLC
Present Holder of said Mort-
gage

By its Attorneys,

Barsh and Cohen, P.C.
Neil Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee

500 Turnpike Street
Suite 201,
Canton, MA 02021
(617) 332-4700
02/14, 02/21, 02/28/2025

City of Holyoke

Notice of Public Hearing

The Holyoke License Board
will be holding a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, March 5, 2025,
at 5:15 pm. You can join via
Zoom.com; ID 87183788872;
CALL IN: *67 646 558 8656
or in person at 20 Korean Veter-
ans Plaza Room 406, regarding
the application for a Transfer
of an on premises All Alcohol
License from GCA LLC DBA
Gateway City Arts, 92-114
Race Street to LightHouse Per-
sonalized Education for Teens
DBA De La Luz, 92-114 Race
St. pursuant to M.G.L. Ch.138.

Applicant: LightHouse

Personalized Education for

Teens

License Board:
Jose Correa, Chairman
02/21, 02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD25P0322EA
Estate of:

James Michael Finn
Date of Death: 04/03/2006
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal De-
termination of Heirs has been
filed by David K. Bartley of
Holyoke, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief as
requested in the Petition.

The Petitioner requests that:
David K. Bartley of Holyoke,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate
to serve Without Surety on the
bond in unsupervised adminis-
tration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain a
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and junior Sam Pieczynski
(14 points).

With 5:30 left in the
fourth quarter, the Purple
Knights took a 51-41 lead
when junior Julian Fasoli
(8 points) made a 3-pointer
from the right side.

Less than twenty sec-
onds later, Sciaraffa bur-
ied a 3-pointer from the
left corner. Howe and
Pieczynski also made shots
from beyond the three point
line, which closed the gap
to 51-50 with three minutes
remaining in regulation.

The home team

copy of the Petition from the Pe-
titioner or at the Court. You have
a right to object to this proceed-
ing. To do so, you or your attor-
ney must file a written appear-
ance and objection at this Court
before: 10:00 a.m. on the return
day of 03/14/2025. This is NOT
a hearing date, but a deadline by
which you must file a written ap-
pearance and objection if you ob-
ject to this proceeding. If you fail
to file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed by
an affidavit of objections within
thirty (30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without fur-
ther notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION
UNDER THE
MASSACHUSETTS
UNIFORM PROBATE
CODE (MUPC)

A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the ad-
ministration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 14, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/21/2025

City of Holyoke
INVITATION TO BID
2026-21W
BIDS DUE
MARCH 6, 2025
BY 2:00PM

The City of Holyoke invites
Bidders to submit sealed Bids
for 2025-21W - Sealed bids for
Wistariahurst Retaining Wall Re-
habilitation (Rebid), Holyoke,
MA, which includes: rehabilita-
tion of a section of historically
significant masonry retaining
wall on Pine Street. The project
consists of mapping the existing
masonry wall stones as they are
in place, removal of wrought iron
fence and coping, deconstruct-

responded with a Godbolt
jumper and a free throw
from junior Jordan King-
Perilli (6 points).

Then Sciaraffa made a
lay-up slicing the Warriors
deficit to 54-52 with 40 sec-
onds left in regulation.

That’s when Cabrera
took over the spotlight for
the home team.

“Aden is our starting
point guard, and he controls
everything on the court,”
Almodovar said. “He made
a very big shot during the
closing seconds of the game.
He also made a lay-up
which sealed our victory.”

After the Warriors took
a 10-3 lead in the middle
of the opening quarter, the
Purple Knights put-together
a 15-5 run.

The home team, who
entered the second stan-
za holding an 18-15 lead,
headed into the locker room
at halftime with a 33-27
advantage.

The third quarter was
evenly played.

The Warriors fell
behind by double digits
early in the fourth quarter
before making a comeback.

Cabrera didn’t allow
the visiting team to take the
lead.

ing the existing masonry wall
and marking each stone with
unique identification, staging and
storing the wall stones on site,
earthen excavation to subgrade,
construction of a steel-reinforced
cement concrete strip footing, re-
construction of the masonry wall
with exact stone per location in
bed of mortar, perforated pipe
subdrain, clean out, free-draining
crushed stone backfill, geosyn-
thetic reinforcing in horizontal
layers, backfill with compaction,
fine grading, reinstall coping and
wrought iron fencing, loam and
seed, 5-foot wide hot-mix as-
phalt sidewalk, drain manhole,
ADA compliant cement concrete
curb ramps with detectable strips
including several cement con-
crete panels, temporary security
fencing, temporary traffic control
signs and lane or road closures,
and clean up. The project is an-
ticipated to include 150 linear
feet of continuous wall rehabili-
tation and sidewalk replacement
from the intersection of Pine
Street and Hampshire Street,
northward along Pine Street.

This project has an estimated
contract value of $326,360.00
(Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Three Hundred Six-
ty Dollars) bidder Contrac-
tor shall be MassDOT, High-
ways Division, Prequalified
in the classes of work, HIGH-
WAY-CONSTRUCTION. The
bidding and award of the Con-
tract shall be in full compliance
with Section 39M inclusive of
Chapter 30 of the General Laws
of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts as last revised. This
project shall also comply with
Sections 39F, 39K, 39N, and
390 of Chapter 30 of the General
Laws of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts as last revised.

Bids will be received at the
City of Holyoke, Office of Pro-
curement, 536 Dwight Street,
Room 3, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts 01040 until March 6, 2025
at 2:00PM EST and publicly
opened at that time.

Copies of bid documents may
be obtained by emailing Victoria
Houle, Assistant City Engineer,
at houlev@holyoke.org.

02/14, 02/21/2025

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM EFFICIENCY. EXTRAOR-
DINARY performance. Central Boiler
certified Classic Edge Titanium HDX OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE. Call today 413-
296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for outdoor
boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes guar-
anteed!! New England Forest Products
(413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Central
Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor Wood
Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium Stainless
Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call (508)882-
0178

MISCELLANEOUS

TWO VINTAGE ARCTIC CATS, 73
Panther, 75 Puma. Both have 440 engines.
Need a little TLC. $500 each. 413-768-
7226.

WANTED TO BUY

ANTIQUES AND OLD
STUFF WANTED.

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watch-
es, Musical instruments, type-
writers, sewing machines, tools,
radios, clocks, lanterns, lamps,
kitchenware, cookware, knives,
military, automotive, fire depart-
ment, masonic, license plates,
beer cans, barware, books, oil
cans, advertising tins,hunting,
fishing, signs, and more Donald
Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plaster
repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & complete
finishing. All ceiling textures. Fully insured.
Jason at Great Walls. (413)563-0487

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call Se-
cure Storage at 413-800-6278 for your
free month.

ELECTRICIAN

NEED AN
ELECTRICIAN?
Look no further!

PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services

for your home or business.

Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
MAIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Technician,
30 years experience, repairs, full and 24
hour emergency service. 413-275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. Free
estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, reno-
vations. Fully insuredd. HIC license. (413)
668-6685.

WALKER HOME IMPROVEMENT
Interior and exterior: Carpentry, woodwork-
ing, porches, stairs, patios, windows, doors,
painting, drywall, clean outs. Competitive
pricing. References. Please call Brendan at
413-687-5552.

INSTRUCTION

FADER’S FITNESS
“We can always work something out””

Offering tailored exercise and nutrition ser-
vices for adults, specializing in active and
static exercise. Fully certified in personal
training and nutrition and insured in the
state of MA. Call 914-708-7849 or send
inquiries to faderci@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

BUY
LOCALLY

Support our co |

2025
TAX TIME

Pl
HCOT&E ’
1

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

AUTHORIZED

Call For An
Appointment

Personal & Small Business

Federal & All States

FAST F7AAN 54
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-B34-8B-2279

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.

]

1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING
All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatchway
doors, basement windows, chimneys rebuilt
& repaired, foundations repaired, base-
ment waterproofing systems, sump pumps.
BBB+ rating. Free estimates. Lic #14790.
Call (413)569-1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING &
HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & Replace-
ment of fixtures, water heater installations,
steam/HW boiler replacement. Kitchen &
Bath remodeling. 30 years experience.
Fully insured. $10 Gift Card With Work Per-
formed. Call Greg (413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH RE-
MOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages cleaned,
Pools/Hot Tubs Removed. Family owned/
operated since 1950 (413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’S TREE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICE. Residential
removal of trees, Free estimates, Ful-
ly insured W/Workman’s Comp. Remove
them before the wind takes them down.
Cordwood, stump grinding. Call 413-283-
6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush chip-
ping. Honest and Dependable. Fully in-
sured. Now offering a Senior Citizen and
Veteran discount. Call today for free esti-
mate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified. Se-
nior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-4212

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES

FRIDAY AT NOON

DEADLINES: FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ———

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069
or call: 413-283-8393
A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 | 2 | 23 | 2 i
25 B nsy | 26 i e Betzoso| 28 000
29 sgprics| 30 magprice| 31 ssprics| 32 Baoaprs
33 Btmsn| 34 Beiaca| 39 Betssso| 38 B sao0
37 Betsasn| 38 Betimsa| 39 Besnso| 40 a0
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: 1 MasterCard 1 VISA 1 Discover 1 Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv
Amount of charge: Date:
OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

BELCHERTONN

HUBBARDSTON
BARRE

g

2

g

et
(sroORFELY

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

Call us at 413.283.8393

CASH
JUN

AND REPA

OR

ABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS
CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available online
at www.westhamptonma.gov. Appli-
cations accepted until position filled.

TOWN OF WILBRAHAM

SEASONAL SPRING
& SUMMER VACANCIES:
ADMISSIONS &
CONCESSIONS WORKERS
ASSISTANT CAMP DIRECTOR
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL UMPIRES
SUMMER BASKETBALL
SCOREKEEPERS
CAMP DIRECTOR
CAMP COUNSELORS
FENWAY GOLF
PROGRAM COUNSELORS
JUNIOR CAMP COUNSELORS
LIFEGUARDS

Looking for several reliable seasonal em-
ployees. For application and more informa-
tion please visit
www.wilbraham-ma.gov.
Application deadline 3/21/2025. EOE

Worthington Police
Department
Full-time Police Officer

The Worthington Police Department is
seeking qualified candidates for Full-time
Police Officer.

Applicants must be a minimum of 21 years
of age or older, a U.S. Citizen and possess
a valid driver’s license. They should also
have a high school diploma/GED, license
to carry and be certified by Massachusetts
Municipal Police Training Committee and
be POST certified.

This is a benefited position with a salary
range of: $52,000.00 - $75,733.00.

The successful candidate shall be highly
motivated, self-disciplined, possess a com-
munity policing philosophy and live in or
near Worthington.

This position has the potential to be elevat-
ed to Police Chief.

Send letter of interest, resume and
three references with relevant
contact information to:
Worthington Police Department
P.0. Box 247
Worthington, MA 01098
Or via email to:
sboard@worthington-ma.us
Subject line: Employment

Responses will be accepted and reviewed
until the position is filled.
The Town of Worthington is an
Equal Opportunity Employer

FOR RENT

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise “any pref-
erence, limitation, or discrimination be-
cause of race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination.” We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real
estate which is in violation of the law. All
persons are hereby informed that all dwell-
ings advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

|_FOR RENT |
=

All real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

o o I
Post your
job openings
in our classifieds.
We get resuits!

Call 413-283-8393
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Justin Lynch and Sarah Gibson

o

Bresnahan.

Kelsey Myers enjoys the
evening.

COLLEEN, from page 1

er. Traditions like this one
strengthen not only our com-
munity, but surrounding towns
as well, and create lasting
bonds, and it is something that
makes Holyoke so unique.”

She looks forward to
all the events she is going to
be involved in over the next
few months, and to getting to
know more members of the
community through these.

“I am most looking for-
ward to meeting the Colleens
from the surrounding towns,
and of course, Parade Day,”
Reardon said. “Being given
the opportunity to meet some
of the most accomplished

Daniel and Jacqueline Reardon, Geraldine and Christopher

Amelia George (2024 Ms Congeniality) and her mom, Louise

Millane-George.

Rev. Fr. Robert Gentile Jr. gets the Citizenship Award from President
John Beaulieu.

b

-

Medeya Surmava, Marissa and Jeff Szczepanek, and Wendelyn

Hidalgo.

- 4

Grand Colleen Moira Reardon takes her throne.
Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com

some thoughts.

Erin Gauthier poses with family and friends.

young women in Western
Massachusetts is such a gift,
and all of us celebrating our
communities and heritage will
be memories I'm sure we will
all cherish.”

Throughout the
Coronation Ceremony, sever-
al other community members
were honored for their contri-
butions to the parade commit-
tee and Holyoke as a whole.

Reverend Robert Gentile
was the recipient of the 2025
Citizenship Award. This
award is given to a person
or organization who may be
of non-Irish descent but has
made substantial contributions
to the parade.

“Father Gentile has

10 * FEBRUARY 21,2025 e The Holyoke Sun

been a long supporter of the
parade committee,” Parade
Committee Member Hayley
Dunn said. “He really got
the students and the parish
involved with the parade...
so he is certainly a deserving
recipient of the award.”

The 2025 Thomas Rohan
Award was given to School
Committee Member Devan
Sheehan. This award is given
to a longtime committee
member who has made sig-
nificant contributions to the
parade and the committee.

Sheehan has been highly
involved in the parade com-
mittee for many years. He
was a past president and has
helped with parade coordina-

tion, planning out the corona-
tion ball and developing the
program book.

“He has just been so
involved in so many differ-
ent aspects of the parade to
help make it successful year
after year, so we were delight-
ed to honor him on Saturday,”
Dunn said.

Jeff Walsh was honored
to receive the 2025 George
O’Connell Award. He was
given this for his contributions
to the fundraising efforts of
the parade.

“He has raised a sig-
nificant amount of money
through that fundraising event
[the Martial Mania event] year
after year,” Dunn said. “He

has also chaired the golf tour-
nament and other efforts. So
Jack has been a terrific com-
mittee member in his short
time.”

Finally, the 2025 Daniel
Gallivan Award was present-
ed to James Meegahan. This
award is given to a longtime
committee member who has
made significant contribu-
tions to the overall suc-
cess of the parade,
even when they are
not a resident of
Holyoke.

Meegahan
lives in the east-
ern part of the
state and, despite
this, he still comes

President John Beaulieu shares

Mayor Joshua Garcia speaks at
this year’s coronation.

The 2024 Grand Colleen
Elizabeth Katherine Gourde
speaks.

to Holyoke parade weekend
each year to help with the
parade.

“He is also still very
involved with the ambassa-
dor’s selection and the ambas-
sador’s breakfast,” Dunn said.
“So we are truly grateful to
Jim for still coming back here
to give his support.”

All of the award recip-
ients of the night were
honored to have been
selected.
Overall, the evening
was a perfect way
to celebrate many
different mem-
bers of Holyoke
and to kick off the
Irish season.



