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Warming
centers
available

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Holyoke
activates the warming centers
in the city whenever tempera-
tures reach the negatives or
when there are wind chills in
the negatives.

These shelters are acti-
vated to provide the unhoused
population with a place to
sleep and keep warm in dan-
gerous, and even potentially
lethal, temperatures.

The warming centers
are made possible thanks to
Holyoke’s partnership with
Providence Ministries, which
also runs Kate’s Kitchen.

“It is a partnership we have
with Providence Ministries
that we were able to get off
the ground our first year here,”
Garcia said.

When the warming
shelters are open there are
announcements on local news,
phone lines and city websites.
Additionally, the local police
outreach teams will work to
spread the word.

The city worked hard to
gather the phone numbers of
those who are on the streets that

See WARMING, page 6

HHS wows,with;,

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke
High School Theater Company
put on a wonderful performance of
Lord of the Flies on the weekend of
Feb. 7.

This play was chosen by the
Director Bevan Brunelle, who
thought it would be a good chal-
lenge for the high school actors.

“It was a really great challenge
for our actors,” Brunelle said. “We
have several seniors graduating this
year, so having them take on this
challenge before they go to college
and possibly not do any more the-
ater was really important to me.”

The theater company has been
focusing on adaptations of differ-
ent books throughout this year.
Their first performance was Miss
Nelson is Missing and Brunelle
thought Lord of the Flies would
be an interesting addition to their
adaptation theme.

“It is one of those classic nov-
els that students have been typically
taught in school,” Brunelle said. “It
is no longer part of the curriculum
but I wanted to expose the students
of HHS to it.”

The heavy nature of the play
allowed each of the actors to
explore new sides of themselves
and develop a new skill set. Each of
them learned to embody their char-
acter to help bring the play to life.

The actors enjoyed getting a
chance to work with this new style
of play.

“It was very out of comfort
zone acting,” Gabriella Cayo (who

1&5 )

The children explored a hill on the island they had crashed on.

played Bill) said. “Now to play a
character who is surviving off of
a pig with other kids and going
insane, is a very big jump. I think
it was really nice because it allowed
me to speak more and feel more
confident.”

Each of the students put hours
of their time into preparing for this
performance.

“In the beginning it was slower,
about 10 to 12 hours per week but
then when the season starts to pick
up and we hit the full dress rehears-
als and the tech week...it shoots
up to about 30 hours a week,” Cian
Callahan (who played Jack) said.

They worked hard to learn
about each of their characters so
they could embody them on stage.
Brunelle was proud of all the work
each of the students put in.

“They really embodied their
characters very well,” Brunelle said.
“Everybody has risen to the occa-
sion for this.”

The students also enjoyed the
time they spent together in rehears-
als. They found it to be a good way
to make new connections.

“I enjoyed making new
friends,” Elisabell Maldonado (who
played Perceval) said.

Additionally, for several of
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the actors it was their senior year,
so they were proud to watch this
play come together as their final
play at HHS.

“This is three to four years of
theater coming together into our last
hurrah,” Callahan said. “So seeing
the progression of that was inter-
esting.”

All the actors encourage peo-
ple who are interested in theater to
come out and give it a try.

“Just do it,” Callahan said. “If
you are nervous about starting or
you don’t know if you’ll be good...

See HHS, page 12

Community asks for backyard hens

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - Recently, City
Councilor Patti Devine filed an
order asking Holyoke to amend its
laws around backyard hens.

Multiple Holyoke community
members came forward during the
city council meeting on Feb. 4 to
ask that the councilors consider
this order.

They believe that backyard
chickens could make a big dif-
ference in sustainability and food
affordability in Holyoke.

The community members
brought forth the main issue for
the rising prices of eggs in stores.
They argued that hens could help
more community members to
afford this food item.

“The price of eggs has sky-
rocketed and this would be a great
time to introduce this,” Libby
Hernandez said.

“It is a simple, affordable way
to help families deal with high
food prices, food insecurity and
sustainability,” Megan Hernandez
said. “Fresh food is getting hard-
er to afford and many families in
Holyoke struggle with food inse-

A Holyoke City Councilor is looking to make backyard hens legal.

responsibility and the benefits of
growing or raising your own food.

“It creates an education-
al component for our children to
correlate the growing of food and
taking care of hens in the back-
yard and bringing that to the
table,” Libby Hernandez said.
“That is a really great component
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don’t come with all the pollution
of mass production and transpor-
tation.”

Moreover, they brought for-
ward that raising chickens could
help to teach children in Holyoke

chickens.

“The com-
plaints I have heard from people
are, ‘those Puerto Ricans and their
dirty chickens, they are going to
make a mess,”” Jose Gonzalez
said. “If we make a mess, deal
with it then, let the Board of

Health deal with it, but for the
most part that is all uninformed
bias.”

“Hens are quiet, quieter than
dogs and they don’t smell if prop-
erly cared for,” Megan Hernandez
said. “With the right rules in
place, concerns about noise and
cleanliness wouldn’t be an issue.”

Furthermore, these communi-
ty members mentioned that there
are other communities in the area
that have allowed backyard chick-
ens without any issue.

Springfield, Chicopee,
Northampton and Agawam all
allow community members to
raise backyard chickens.

Overall, these community
members believe that this ordi-
nance change could be very ben-
eficial for the people of Holyoke.

“It is good for families,
good for the environment, and
good for the community,” Megan
Hernandez said.

The community members
hope that the Board of Health will
consider this and support their
efforts moving forward.

The city council will discuss
this matter at a future ordinance
committee meeting, and residents
are encouraged to continue tun-
ing in and bringing forward their
opinions on this issue.

FinComm approves new
demo supervisor position

By Quinn Suomala
Staff Writer

HOLYOKE - The finance
committee discussed hiring a
property maintenance and demo-
lition supervisor to save the city
funds around demolition.

The supervisor would be
able to take charge of demolition
jobs in the city when the proper-
ty owner is unreachable.

“If we had a demolition
supervisor on staff, it would cut
our demolition costs in half,”
Building Commissioner Leslie
Ward said. “At least, that is my
estimate.”

The demolition supervisor
would be able to go out with a
crew from the DPW and do the
work to take down potentially
dangerous buildings.

This would prevent the city
from having to pay an outside
contractor to do the work, which
would cost significantly more.

City Councilor Michael
Sullivan emphasized how crucial
this position could be for the city.
He brought forward examples of
dilapidated buildings in the city,
such as one on Cabot Street and
another on Main Street, and how
a supervisor could prevent such
problems.

“Over the last couple of
years we have slid backwards
again and we have a dozen build-
ings like this,” Sullivan said. “We
really need to take the steps to
get this funded and as Leslie
pointed out, the savings to the
city will be enormous.”

City Councilor Kevin
Jourdain brought forward con-
cerns that adding this position
would cause the city to give peo-
ple free demolition.

“I will certainly hope that
we are not going to run around
taking on other people’s demo
projects and letting landlords
hand the bill to Holyoke taxpay-
ers,” Jourdain said.

Ward made it clear that this
would not be the case.

“I agree with you, we are
not in the business of just giv-
ing away free demos,” Ward said.
“That is certainly not what we
plan to do.”

Jourdain and other members
of the committee brought up con-
cerns about how the city would
pay for the salary of the position.

“Some of us are concerned
that this is just going to be anoth-
er job added to the budget or
is there going to be some other
money somewhere else that we
are going to save something to
cover for this job?” Jourdain
asked.

Currently, the city is plan-
ning to draw money from the
vacant building revolving fund to
pay for the position for this year.

Vacon agreed that this was
plausible and asked that the city
continue to cover the cost using
the revolving fund in future years
in addition to this year.

It is possible that this fund
will not be enough to cover the
salary, and if that is the case the
city will look for other options so
that the money will not be added
to the levy.

“It [the revolving fund]
is not guaranteed to have that
money there,” Garcia said. “That
would probably be the only con-
cern. However, there are ways to
explore and be creative in cov-
ering it...It is definitely worth
continuing to explore and have
a conversation on and see where
it goes.”

Ward estimates that the
annual salary for this position
will be between $65,000 and
$75,000.

She is also hopeful that,
should she be approved to begin
to search for this position, she
would have someone selected
and hired in about a month.

With these facts, the finance
committee voted to approve the
creation of this position. The
final decision to approve was
made at the city council meeting
on Feb. 4.
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Annual battle of the bars gettmg ready to rumble Feb. 28

HOLYOKE - The St. Patrick’s
Committee of Holyoke will hold the fifth
annual Battle of the Bars bartending event at
the Holyoke Knight of Columbus Council 90
to fundraise for the Committee to offset the
costs of the bands and entertainment on Parade
Weekend. The event will be held Friday, Feb.
28, from 5:30 to 9:30 p.m. The event will fea-
ture one bartender from each of the Bars listed
below. They will battle each other to see who
can raise the most tips for donations to the
Parade. In addition to one final winner, each
round will have a cash prize winner.

Event Chair Kelly McGivern says, “We
are so excited to have these six amazing bar-
tenders and establishments back again for
another fun-filled year. With Holyoke and
South Hadley a part of the Holyoke Regional
Committee, we are beyond lucky for all of the
support of everyone who comes out each here
to kick off our green season and support us.”

This event information is as follows:

”  Donovan’s Irish Pub -

with Trista Kasperowski

Pic’s Pub & Pizzeria -
with Matt Dulude

6-7p.m.

A,

N r

JP’s Restaurant -
with Mary Kate Glasheen
Halfway House Lounge -
_ with Colleen Flanagan

7-8pm. <

Griffin’s Cafe -
with Ashleigh McNulty
Francie’s Tavern -

. with Chy Clemens

8-9p.m.

A

The event is open to the public and
encourages them to support their favorite
bar, bartender, and the Holyoke St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. The 2024 winner was Trista
Kasperowski with Donovan’s Irish Pub. More
information on the event can be found on
the website: holyokestpatricksparade.com/
events/2025-battle-of-the-bars.

Dobbin Tartin party on March 1

HOLYOKE - Kick off the start of March
and Parade Season by getting decked out in
your favorite Holyoke tartan.

This seventh-annual event celebrates the
retirement of Dobbin, the horse from the
Yankee Pedlar to the Holyoke Merry-Go-
Round.

All funds raised at the event go to sup-
port the St. Patrick’s Committee of Holyoke
and their annual Parade Weekend. Come pick
up new and favorite tartan items at this exclu-
sive event.

Tickets for this event will only be sold
at the door. They are $5 per person or $10

per family, cash or check only. Admission
includes unlimited rides on the merry-go-
round, face painting, hair braiding, glitter
designs, crafts, and a photo booth.

There will also be a raffle, the White Hut
food truck, and beer and wine will be avail-
able for purchase.

For more information, please visit our
website at www.holyokestpatricksparade.
com.

The 72nd Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade
will be held on Sunday, March 23, and the
48th Holyoke St. Patrick’s Road Race on
Saturday, March 22.
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Holyoke Art receives $20,000 Flexible Funding grant

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Art is thrilled to
announce that it has been awarded a $20,000
Flexible Funding grant from the Community
Foundation of Western Massachusetts for
2025. This vital funding will support Holyoke
Art’s mission to foster creativity, collabora-
tion, and cultural enrichment within the com-
munity.

A portion of this grant, along with other
funds raised, has been committed to unlocking
a MassDevelopment Collaborative Workspace
grant. Thanks to the incredible generosi-
ty of private donors and the Florence Bank
Foundation, Holyoke Art successfully reached
its $15,000 fundraising goal, enabling it to
unlock the full $30,000 needed to fit out the
Print Shop makerspace and classroom at 62

Main Street. This funding will allow the Print
Shop to acquire new computers and state-
of-the-art printing technology, including a
direct-to-film printer and other essential equip-
ment. The Print Shop will serve as a dynamic
hub for artists, designers, and entrepreneurs,
providing access to professional-grade tools
and fostering a vibrant creative ecosystem.
Holyoke Art extends its deepest gratitude
to the private donors and the Florence Bank
Foundation for their generosity and commit-
ment to the arts. Their contributions have been
instrumental in reaching this milestone and
making the Print Shop expansion a reality.

The remaining CFWM Flexible Funding
grant will support Holyoke Art’s operational
costs, ensuring the continued success of its ini-

tiatives, including the ARTery gallery and mar-
ketplace at 289 High St. The ARTery serves
as a platform for local and regional artists to
showcase and sell their work, strengthening
the creative economy in downtown Holyoke.
Additionally, funds will support placemaking
and programming projects, such as La Plaza,
an innovative vacant lot activation project at
400 High St., aimed at transforming underuti-
lized spaces into vibrant community gathering
places. Holyoke Art extends its deepest grat-
itude to the private donors and the Florence
Bank Foundation for their generosity and
commitment to the arts. Their contributions
have been instrumental in reaching this mile-
stone and making the Print Shop expansion a
reality.

Children’s Museum offers special school vacation week

HOLYOKE - Children’s Museum at
Holyoke is open and ready to foster learn-
ing and curiosity in children. The Museum’s
engaging exhibits and interactive programs are
designed specifically for young learners and it
has become the go to spot to escape the cold,
have some fun, and explore an educational
environment outside of the classroom setting.

This year the Museum is excited for chil-
dren (and adults alike) to spend school vaca-
tion week exploring the exhibits and enjoying
special vacation programs with an extra whole
day to do so. The Museum is traditionally
closed on Mondays but thanks to the support
of The Highland Street Foundation they’ll be
open on Presidents’ Day, Monday, Feb. 17 and
they’ve provided free admission all day.

In addition to the incredible exhibits at
the Museum including the newest Paw & Play
and the automotive technichian center, the

week will be filled with eight days of excit-
ing programming. Every day has an offering
of activities that are free with the price of
admission and run by the Museum team with
a special schedule of different local artists and
organizations.

While all events are free with admission,
folks can support the Museum and their future
programming with donations. Museum admis-
sion can be purchased on the Museum’s web-
site to skip the lines or in-person. Tickets are
$8 per person for general admission, $3 per
person with EBT (up to 4 people per card),
and Museum members are free.

Don’t miss the big finale with a free to
enter LEGO competition for the whole crew.
With three age categories and three styles of
bricks the Museum will provide each patron
with a supply bag to build a super creation,
visitors will have the opportunity to make their

voice heard by voting for their favorites. The
top builds by popular vote from each category
will take home a brand new LEGO set tailored
to their age

“We’re so excited to stay open and bring
our community together while schools are
closed! With plenty of family-friendly activ-
ities and exhibits at the Museum to connect
kids with their community and the individu-
als within it, we’re especially proud to offer
these events at an accessible price point,”
shares Emme Geryk (she/her), Programming
Coordinator at The Children’s Museum at
Holyoke.

For more information about The
Children’s Museum at Holyoke and a full
schedule of school vacation week pro-
grams, please visit the Children’s Museum
at Holyoke’ website and/or follow them on
Facebook and Instagram.

COLLEGE NEWS

Clark University’s
2024 fall Dean’s List

WORCESTER - Stephen J. Gibbons, of
Holyoke, was named to second honors on the
Clark University Dean’s List. This selection
marks outstanding academic achievement
during the fall 2024 semester.

HOLYOKE - The Hibernians
of Hampden/Hampshire Counties
invite the public to attend the
Traditional Irish night in Holyoke,
at the Log Cabin on Saturday
Feb. 22. There will be valet park-
ing. Tickets are only $50 per
person. Call Joe O’Connor at 413-
627-7148 or Fran Hennessey at 413-
785-5687 by Feb. 18 or go online

Hibernians to hold traditional Irish night

to Eventbrite.com. The event will
feature the Keohane and Kenneally
Irish American Band and a Corned
Beef and Cabbage dinner with
Ribs by Mick Corduff exec-
utive chef at the Log Cabin.
The event was sold out the
past 2 years so get tickets early.
The Hibernians wish a Happy St.
Patrick’s Day to all.

Girl Day 2025
at City Hall

HOLYOKE - Girls Inc. of the
Valley will host Girl Day 2025 at City
Hall on Feb. 20 as part of Engineer
Week. The focus of the day is to inspire
and empower girls to explore STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) fields through hands-on
activities, mentorship, and educational
experiences.

Girl Day aligns with DiscoverE’s
nationwide initiative to spark interest in
engineering and encourage young girls to
imagine their futures in these impactful
careers.

Girl Day will start at 11 a.m. with a
tour of City Hall and a gathering in the
City Council Chamber where speakers
will make brief presentations.

Mayor Joshua A. Garcia will read a
proclamation. There will be a flag-raising
followed by lunch.

According to Girls Inc., women are
underrepresented in STEM careers.

Girl Day provides young girls with
opportunities to see themselves as future
engineers, scientists, and innovators.

By feeding their interest early and
providing supportive role models, the
organization states, “we help pave the
way for a more diverse and inclusive
STEM workforce.”

For more information please call
413-335-0059.

Church to host
St. Patrick Novena

HOLYOKE - Saint Jerome Parish
located at 169 Hampden Street in
Holyoke is once again hosting a Novena
to Saint Patrick beginning on Sunday,
March 9 and concluding on Monday,
March 17.

Nine priests from throughout the
Diocese will be serving as the celebrants
of the Novena Masses.

All are invited to attend. Information
about Mass times and celebrants may be
obtained by contacting the Parish Office
at 413-532-6381.

$1200/week
207-607-9333

Georgetown, Maine

2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathroom
Washer/Dryer, Fully Equipped

o Walk to Five Islands Wharf and
Ledgewood Preserve Beach
» Close to Reid State Park
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United Congregational serving Polish food

HOLYOKE - The United Congregational

tured lasagna, Thanksgiving dinner, corned

Church of Holyoke will be serving Polish food beef and cabbage, breakfast for dinner, steak

at their monthly Community Meal,
which falls on Valentine’s Day,
Feb. 14. Dinner will be served at
5 p.m. and will feature rolled
stuffed cabbage, pierogies,
salad and dessert. A family
movie will immediately fol-
low at 6 p.m.

The Community Meal is
hosted on the second Friday
evening of each month at the
church at 300 Appleton St. All
are welcome to attend, and the
meal is completely free of charge. The

menu changes monthly; past meals have fea-

sandwiches, and more. Parents must
accompany their children.

The United Congregational
Church of Holyoke is an open
and affirming congregation of
the United Church of Christ.
We welcome all individuals,
regardless of where they are
on their journey. If you’d like
to learn more about UCCH,
please visit our website at
www.uccholyoke.org, find us
on Facebook or Instagram, or call

our office at 413-532-1483 Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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Mall releases 2024 Community Impact Report

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Mall today
released its 2024 Community Impact Report
that highlights the results of the Center’s
collaboration with Western Massachusetts
non-profit community organizations over
the past year. The Community Report is
now available at Holyoke Mall Community
Impact Report 2024.

In 2024, the Holyoke Mall hosted
almost 200 non-profit events and partnered
with over 30 local organizations that utilized

the Center for meeting space, fundraising,
and awareness campaigns.

In addition to the record number of

events, Holyoke Mall also welcomed an
increase in visits for 2024, at 7.9 million.
Guests traveled from all over New England,
the Northeast, and even from Florida, South
Carolina, Virginia and Arizona.

“We are honored to partner with
non-profit organizations throughout the
Pioneer Valley to help them make a dif-

ference,” said Kristen Hinckley, Marketing
Director at Holyoke Mall. “Thank you to our
partners in the community for continuing to
allow us to help support their mission. We’re
proud to have such a thriving hub in Western
Massachusetts.”

Holyoke Mall continues to solidify its
reputation as both a community cornerstone
and as the premier shopping, dining and
entertainment destination of the Pioneer
Valley. We are pleased to work with all not-

for-profit organizations looking to bene-
fit from the center, whether for a tabling
opportunity, for fundraising and awareness
campaigns, or to host a large event in the
common area, our doors are always open.
Together, we can make a difference.

Holyoke Mall event space and tabling
are FREE for non-profit use. Groups are
asked to fill out and submit the required
paperwork at https://www.holyokemall.com/
community/.

Free family fun in February

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Mall’s
renowned Tykes program is back with a
winter makeover. Introducing Holyoke
Mall’s Tykes: Winter Break Edition-an
exciting week filled with free events and
activities, running from Monday, Feb. 17 to
Friday, Feb. 21.

Tykes: Winter Break Edition will
be held from 11 a.m. to noon in Macy’s
Court, with the exception of the Teppanyaki
Experience, which will be held at Sumo
Japanese Steakhouse.The Swiftie Dance
Party will also have some extended time,
with a session from noon to 1 p.m. as well.

The schedule for the week will be:

Feb. 17: Swiftie Dance Party
with Something Royal Party Company
(Attendees must be registered prior to
event.)

Feb. 18: The Teppanyaki Experience
at Sumo Japanese Steakhouse (Attendees
must be registered prior to event.)

Feb. 19: Story Time and Craft with
Macaroni Kid and Belchertown PD
Comfort Dog.

Feb. 20: Law Enforcement Day: Meet

& Greet with Hampden County Sheriff’s
Office.

Feb. 21: “Living Dragons” with
Riverside Reptile Education Center.

The program is free, open to the public,
and is best suited for children ages 12 and
under. Registration is required for the events
on both February 17 and 18 and is encour-
aged for the rest of the week. Families can
register at https://www.holyokemall.com/
tykes-winter-break-edition-2025/. Everyone
that attends the event will also be given an
exclusive list of discounts to be used that day.

In addition to the free week of events,
Altitude Trampoline Park is also excited
to welcome customers for school vacation
week in their recently reopened space with
two brand new attractions. Free Style Duo
is an exciting game with digital scoring and
sound effects that test a player’s speed, agili-
ty, and reactions, and the AeroTower is a fun
moving target trampoline game, where play-
ers of all skill levels can compete against
each other. Another new attraction called
Strike Arena, an adventure arena and indoor
playground, is expected to open soon.

WestMass ElderCare announces name
change to Access Care Partners

Rebrand Reflects Growth and
Commitment to Care

HOLYOKE - After five decades of
dedicated service to older adults, indi-
viduals with disabilities, and caregivers
across Western Massachusetts, WestMass
ElderCare is proud to announce its new
name—Access Care Partners—effective
today. The rebrand marks a significant mile-
stone in the organization’s history, empha-
sizing its commitment to providing inclu-
sive, person-centered care and support.

The organization’s new website, Www.
accesscarepartners.org, is now live, offer-
ing enhanced accessibility, resources, and
information about available programs and
services.

For 50 years, WestMass ElderCare has
been a trusted resource in the community,
delivering home care services, meals, care
management, and other essential programs
that empower individuals to maintain dig-
nity and independence in their home and

community. With this rebrand, Access Care
Partners reaffirms its mission to break down
barriers to care and foster partnerships that
promote healthy, fulfilling lives.

“This new name reflects who we
are today and where we’re headed in the
future,” said Roseann Martoccia, Executive
Director. “As Access Care Partners, we
remain dedicated to supporting older adults,
individuals with disabilities and chronic
conditions, and their caregivers with com-
passion and expertise.”

The rebrand includes a fresh look,
updated messaging, and expanded outreach
efforts to ensure that the organization con-
tinues to meet the evolving needs of the
communities it serves. Consumers and part-
ners can expect the same high-quality ser-
vices, now with a renewed focus on access
and collaboration.

For more information about Access
Care Partners and its programs, please visit
wWwWw.accesscarepartners.org or contact
Lynn Wolf at lwolf @accesscarepartners.org
or 413-538-9020 x 329.

HCC to recognize Black History
Month with jazz celebration

HOLYOKE - Holyoke Community
College will continue its recognition of
Black History Month on Wednesday, Feb.
12, with “Rhythms Through Time: A
Celebration of Jazz” in the Campus Center
cafeteria.

Starting at 11 a.m., HCC jazz profes-
sor and guitarist Robert Ferrier will lead a
discussion about the history of jazz and a
performance by the HCC All Stars band,
featuring HCC music students.

The HCC event is part of a month-long
series of events at HCC highlighting this
year’s national Black History Month theme:
“African Americans and Labor.”

On Tuesday, Feb. 18, at 12:30 p.m.,
HCC will host a watch party for a Zoom
presentation by UMass graduate stu-
dent Tiamba M. Wilkerson: “Voices of
Solidarity: on Black Union Participation.”
Wilkerson is a PhD student in sociology at
the University of Massachusetts Amherst
whose research focuses on the intersections
of race and gender in the labor market,
racial capitalism, neoliberal urban redevel-
opment and gentrification, as well as race
and place in the South

On Wednesday, Feb. 26, HCC will
host a Harambee Celebration at 11 a.m.
in the HCC Campus Center. Harambee is
a Swahili word that means “pull togeth-
er” or “unite.” It’s a celebratory event that

honors the contributions and achievements
of Black people. HCC’s event will feature
food, music, as well as an open mic session.

“At a time when conversations about
equity, inclusion, and justice are more
important than ever, celebrating Black
History Month allows us to uplift voices
that have historically been marginalized,”
HCC’s Black Leadership Council and Black
History Month Committee, said in a cam-
pus-wide email. “Recognizing and honoring
these histories is not just about the past, it’s
about shaping a future that embraces diver-
sity, fosters understanding, and empowers
all members of our community.”

In addition, HCC’s Marieb Adult
Learner Success Center is hosting week-
ly book readings, accompanied by milk
and cookies in the Parent Learning Center
(Frost 269) for student parents and their
children: Feb. 12, 2 p.m. (All Because You
Matter by Tami Charles); Feb. 20, 12:30
p.m. (Black is a Rainbow Color by Angela
Joy); Feb. 26, 2 p.m. (Sulwe by Lupita
Nyong’o).

Also, on Friday, Feb. 21, at 12:30 p.m.,
HCC will host a Black History Month-
themed trivia contest in the HCC Campus
Center.

To learn more about Black History
Month months at HCC or to participate
remotely, please go to: hcc.edu/bhm.

Habitat for Humanity hosting open house

WEST SPRINGFIELD - Join us Feb. 19
for an inspiring and interactive open house
hosted by Greater Springfield Habitat for
Humanity. Whether you’re curious about our
mission, eager to get involved, or just want to
learn more about how we build stronger com-
munities, this is the perfect opportunity.

The fun begins at 5:30 p.m. at East
Forest Park Library, 136 Surrey Road,
Springfield. Free refreshments will be served
as well as a Q&A session. Reserve a spot
today: bit.ly/4jwNoOi

“Discover how you can make a dif-
ference,” said Olga Callirgos, GSHFH
Homeowner and Programs coordinator.
“Whether you want to swing a hammer,
donate, or simply spread the word, there’s a
place for everyone in our Habitat family.”

GSHFH is a housing ministry dedicated

OUTSIDE

of the

BIG
BOX

SUPPORT
COMMUNITY
BUSINESSES

to strengthening communities by empowering
low-income families to change their lives and
the lives of future generations through home-
ownership and home repair opportunities.
This is accomplished by working in part-
nership with diverse people, from all walks
of life, to build and repair simple, decent,
affordable housing. Habitat’s mission to pro-
vide homeownership opportunities to low-in-
come families is unique as we offer a hand
up not a hand out, requiring partner families
to work alongside the community they will
live in. GSHFH has helped roughly 100 local
families realize their dream of homeowner-
ship over the last 38 years.

For more information, contact Olga
Callirgos, Homeowner Programs coordinator,
at callirgos @habitatspringfield.org or (413)
739-5503 x1003.

onovar S

Irish Pub

Friday,
February 14th

Ireland
The Band

80 Jarvis Avenue, Holyoke
413-543-0791 « donovanspub.com

) e Sun. 12pm - 8pm; Mon.-Thurs. 11:30am-9:30pm; Fri. & Sat. 11:30am - 11:30pm <X
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ERRORS: Each advertiser is requested to check their advertisement
the first time it appears. This paper will not be responsible for
more than one corrected insertion, nor will be liable for any error
in an advertisement to a greater extent than the cost of the space
occupied by the item in the advertisement.

NOTICE

Saturday,
February 15th oy $

iy Hg?l. \«\%‘5
The
Healys

AVISO PUBLICO

Escuelas Publicas de Holyoke,

Tel: 413-534-2000 ext. 1209

PARA LOS EX-ESTUDIANTES DE EDUCACION ESPECIAL
DE LAS ESCUELAS PUBLICAS DE HOLYOKE

Favor informarse que los archivos de estudiantes de
Educacion Especial (Capitulo 766) con fecha de retiro
dentro del afio 2016/2017, seran destruidos
el 28 de Febrero de 2025. Si desea obtener una copia
de sus archivos, favor de comunicarse con las:

Departamento de Educacion Especial
Calle Suffolk # 57, Holyoke, MA 01040

Este aviso no concierne los archivos actuales
de Educacion Especial. Este aviso no concierne
las trascripciones del estudiante bajo 603 MCR 23.06

PUBLIC NOTICE TO
FORMER HOLYOKE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS

Please be advised that student’s Special Education
(Chapter 766) records, with a withdrawal date within the year
2016/2017 will be destroyed on February 28, 2025.

If you wish to obtain a copy of your records, please contact the:

Holyoke Public Schools, Special Education Department
57 Suffolk Street, Holyoke, MA 01040
Tel: 413-534-2000 Ext. 1209

This does not pertain to current
Special Education Student’s records.
This notice does not pertain to student’s transcripts
Which are dealt under 603 CMR 23.06

Irish Night §:4
‘» Holyoke 2025

SATURDAY
FEBRUARY

Doors Open 5PM e Dinner 6:30PM
$50 Per Person

(advanced Reservations Required)
Valet Parking

www.aoh-holyoke.com

Tickets or table reservations available until February 18, 2025
by calling Joe 0’Connor @ 413-627-7148 or
Fran Hennessey @ 413-785-5687 or online at eventbrite.com

(23 $
Py Holyd#“.\\\\%

IN MEMORY OF
DANIEL P. CURRAN TO BENEFIT

THE MAURICE A. DONAHUE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
MUASEI RIENY *ES The Night will Feature

The Keohane And Kenneally
Irish-American Band

Additional Entertainment by
The Cassin School of Irish Dance &
Matt 0’Connor
of The
Springfield
Kiltie Band

and A Gorned Beef
& Cabbage Dinner |

with Ribs
22

At the LOG CABIN
2025

500 Easthampton Rd.
Holyoke, Mass.

“Tis the event of the season! i
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all” z-
Presented by The Ancient Order of Hibernians,
James A. Curran Division One and The Ladies
Ancient Order of Hibernians Division Two

of Hampden/Hampshire Counties
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SOCIAL SECURITY

By Russell Gloor

Why was Social Security
money moved to the
General Treasury?

Dear Rusty

Why were the Social Security funds moved
from the Social Security account to the General
Fund with the government?

Is it not then called a tax making it an entitle-
ment? That then gives the government control of
our retirement. Most of us feel that someone should
be in charge and use the Social Security fund with
investments that grow our savings.

I invested my 401,000 and savings and the
original amount made me money during the Trump
years and I'm now trying to catch up. I make this
statement because 1 draw more from my invest-
ments than I receive from Social Security.

Signed: Questioning Senior Citizen

Dear Questioning Senior:

I’m afraid I must inform you that no Social
Security funds have ever been moved from the
Social Security account to the government’s
General Fund; this is a pervasive myth which
we have refuted many times over the years.
For information, here is one of many articles I
have published on this topic, which I hope you
find interesting: https://socialsecurityreport.org/
ask-rusty-about-repaying-social-security-mon-
ey-taken-by-politicians/.

Someone actually is charged with monitor-
ing our Social Security funds, a board of Social
Security Trustees consisting of the Secretaries of
Treasury, Labor, and Health and Human Services,
as well as the Commissioner of Social Security
plus two Public Trustees. Each year the Social
Security Trustees do a complete analysis of the
Social Security program, especially its financial
status and outlook for the future. If you have interest
in the Trustee’s latest annual report, here is a link to
the 2024 analysis: https://socialsecurityreport.org/
wp-content/uploads/2024/05/tr24summary.pdf.

What you will find in the Trustees’ report is
that Social Security will run out of reserved funds
in about 2033, necessitating an across the board
cut of about 21% for everyone, unless Congress
acts soon to reform the program and restore it
to fiscal solvency. The Trustees have warned
Congress about this problem for many years, but
Congress has yet to find the bipartisan coopera-
tion needed to fix the problem.

Association of Mature American Citizens
has steadfastly offered proposals to Congress,
which would restore Social Security to solvency
and will continue to do so with the new 119th
Congress, which convened on Jan. 3, 2025.

Please know that we appreciate your feed-
back and commend you for the wise use of your
401k investments, something that many of our
members find necessary to supplement their
Social Security. Remember, Social Security was
never intended to provide all your retirement
income, so earlier saving to supplement your
retirement financial needs was a very wise move
on your part.

The Association Mature Citizens Foundation
and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Administration or any other
governmental entity. This article is intended for
information purposes and does not represent legal
or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the Association Mature Citizens
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the
National Social Security Association To submit
a question, visit amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us at ssadvisor@
amacfoundation.org. Russell Gloor is a Social
Security advisor for AMAC.

Community Newspaper

ADVER%M

VA VE@N‘WD (© www.davegranlund.com

Roses or carnations, you choose!

ith St. Valentine’s Day coming up, my
thoughts turn to flowers.
I am not a “rose girl” so to speak. It

is probably because I am frugal and roses cost an
arm and a leg this time of year.

Get me a carnation and I am happy.
They don’t bend at the neck or pick you
with thorns. They even smell nice,
to me the fragrance is that of
cloves.

So this will be a combo
column. First, it will give our
rose lovers out there the best
chance of keeping their admir-
er’s big investment healthy for the
longest possible time. Then, I will do
the same for the humble carnation.

Perhaps you will be the lucky
recipient of roses on Friday. I have
a couple tricks up my sleeve to help
you increase their vase-life.
First, remove the roses from
their box and give each one a
fresh cut on a forty-five degree
angle.

If you can do this under
water, all the better to prevent
what I call “bent head” or “limp neck”
syndrome- an air bubble clogging the
stem.

You should also remove any foliage that
will be underwater — it will rot and make the
water stinky and full of bacteria. Leaves on the
top third of the stem can remain as long as they
look pretty; unbeknownst to me, these will con-
tinue to photosynthesize, making food to help the
rose color up to its full potential.

We all have had a few “bent heads” or “limp
necks” in our day — a shame, considering how
expensive roses are, especially when purchased
on a holiday. If you catch this situation early there
is a way to remedy it: recut the stem of the rose
or roses in question and soak them horizontally,
under water for a half-hour or so.

This technique is contrary to what one might
think is good for a many-petaled flower. I would
argue that water trapped within the petals would
breed fungi and shorten vase-life, but I guess if
the rose is doomed to the fate of a bent head, it’s
worth a shot. Regular folks have tried it in the
bathtub and have been successful.

How about those carnations? They aren’t as

‘!t

fussy as their more expensive counterparts, but
here are a few helpful hints. Recut their stems to
just above a node (the bump where leaves come
from) and place in floral preservative.

If you don’t have floral preservative, you can
make your own. Here is a recipe that, just like
the professional blends, contain the three neces-
sary components for fresh flower health and lon-
gevity: carbohydrates, a biocide and pH adjuster.

It sugar
1t bleach
2t lemon or lime juice (strained)
1 quart water

Alternate version:
1-12 ounce can decaf lemon/lime soda
3 cans water
1T bleach
Mix and stir to flatten

Each of these preserva-
tives should be stored in the
refrigerator with contents
labeled.

Sometimes, carnations
come very tightly budded. If
you want them to open quickly,
without waiting days, you can up the
sugar content in the preservative to
force bloom.

Do expect that you won’t get
to enjoy them as long in the vase
if you do this, though, since

their energy will be spent.
3 Cut flowers are sensitive
kc\ to ethylene gas, and carna-
tions are especially sensitive.
Rotting foliage, ripening fruit,
cigarette smoke and exhaust all release
ethylene gas, which acts like a hormone
that triggers maturation and death. For
' that reason we avoid storing flowers in the
household fridge.

I had my own firsthand experience. I had
arrangements to make at work, but had jury duty
the day they were needed. I made them a day
early and cleared out one of the coolers. Wouldn’t
you know it that someone put an apple inside
without my knowing. Sure enough everything
was ruined.

Whether you are a rose lover or a carnation
lover, or enjoy any flower in between, I hope
that you either treat yourself, or are treated by
someone else, either on St. Valentine’s Day or
sometime soon!

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the
University of Massachusetts. For 33 years she
has held the position of staff horticulturist at Old
Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing food as
well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email
it to pouimette @turley.com with “Gardening
Question” in the subject line.

The Holyoke Sun welcomes election letters to the editor

The Holyoke Sun welcomes readers to partic-
ipate in this year’s election campaigns by writing
letters to the editor for publication on these pages.
Letters of up to 250 words from local residents
endorsing candidates on the ballot or discussing
campaign issues should be sent to The Holyoke
Sun, care of Turley Publications, 24 Water St.,
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 413-289-1977 or
emailed to thesun@turley.com. Please include a
daytime telephone number for verification purpos-
es (it will not be printed). Letters must be received
by noon Monday to be considered for that Friday’s

Call to place your
classified ad:

4 e FEBRUARY 14,2025  The Holyoke Sun

* Check Out Our For Sale, Services,
Pets and Other Classifieds

* Real Estate: For Sale, For Rent
& Vacation Rentals

* Help Wanted: Part Time & Full Time
Career Opportunities

413-283-8393

newspaper. No attack letters will be printed. No
letters written by candidates supporting their own
candidacy will be printed. If the volume of letters
received is larger than the space available in the
newspaper, or if the letters become repetitive, the
newspaper reserves the right to print a representa-
tive sample. No endorsement letters will be printed
in the last edition before the election.
For more information, call 413-283-8393.

Campaign news
As part of its election coverage, the newspa-

= beStaf‘o
CLASSIFIEDS =

TURLEY PUBLICATIONS,
Reaching readers in = =rt
50 local communities every week. : =

per plans to print stories about contested races for
Congress, state Senate, state House, district attor-
ney and Governor’s Council during the weeks lead-
ing up to the election, as well as a question-and-an-
swer voters guide. In order to ensure fairness to
all candidates, no political press releases will be
printed, nor will reporters cover political rallies or
fundraisers.

Candidates who wish to further publicize their
candidacy, beliefs and events may contact adver-
tising, 413-283-8393 about paid advertising in The
Holyoke Sun.
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Letters to the
Editor Policy

Letters to the Editor
have a maximum of 350
words. We require writers to
include their name, address
and phone number in order
for our office to authenti-
cate authorship prior to
publication. Addresses and
phone numbers are not
published.

Unsigned or anonymous
letters will NOT be pub-
lished.

We reserve the right to
edit or withhold any sub-
missions. Libelous, unsub-
stantiated allegations,
personal attacks or defa-
mation of character are not
allowed.

Deadline for submis-
sions is Wednesday at noon.

Please email (preferred)
letters to thesun@turley.
com. Mailed letters can be
sent to The Sun, 24 Water
Street, Palmer, MA 01069.
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A day in the life: Never a dull moment

R o

By Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, RN
Guest Column

eople often ask me what a patient
Padvocate does. Truly, when my
phone rings I never know what the
day might bring. But if I have done my
job, by the time my head hits the pillow,
I will have made someone’s life better or
their hospital stay safer.
Let me walk you through a day in the
life of a patient advocate.

Morning
I receive a call from a senior health-
care industry professional with a referral
for a man who is struggling to care for his
wife, who has Alzheimer’s. Dementia is
hard not only on the person who has it, but
on their loved ones who are determined to
care for them. It can be a lonely existence.
This man needs support because

he wants to keep his wife safe at home,
meaning he will need to find 24-hour care.
In addition, he is suffering from caregiv-
er stress and has health challenges of his
own. It seems also that a new neurologist
is needed to get a fresh set of eyes and a
new evaluation of his wife’s condition.

One of our nurses will follow up with
this couple after I share their story and ini-
tial priorities of care.

Then, a community member calls
regarding an elderly neighbor who has
been in the hospital for several weeks and
is having complications that come with
prolonged hospitalization.

People who are hospitalized for days
or weeks at a time may suffer sleep depri-
vation and disorientation, which can com-
plicate their recovery.

The neighbor is concerned that the
man is not receiving the care he should,
but I explain that we cannot legally help
unless we are formally retained and have
the individual’s or family’s permission to
act as their representative.

In addition, the man has a wife at
home with dementia and no family around
to help out.

We plan to have a call this afternoon
to discuss having one of our nurse advo-
cates going to assess the patient’s situation
and make sure his wife is well cared for in
his absence.

Afternoon

I prepare for a panel discussion present-
ed by the National Association of Healthcare
Advocacy Consultants.

Two sisters contact me about their
father, who is experiencing complica-
tions following what was supposed to be a
straightforward surgical procedure. When
they tell me his story, I realize that the prop-
er standard of care is not being met. Because
of the trauma he is experiencing, the patient
is also displaying disturbing psychological
symptoms for which he is being (unnecessar-
ily as it turns out) medicated.

The sisters tell me that they have tried to
speak to the medical staff but don’t feel they
are being heard. Meanwhile, they are terri-
fied of losing their dad.

Patient advocates are often able to dial
back the drama and get the situation sort-
ed because we understand patient rights as
well as the hospital’s perspective and can try
to work out a win-win for all concerned. I
schedule a visit to the hospital. Later, if this
family receives a bill from the hospital, I will
work to make sure they don’t pay a penny.

Evening
I get a call from a former client whose
sister had a massive stroke four years ago,
and now the insurance company is saying
she no longer qualifies for placement in a
skilled nursing facility. There has been frag-

mented communication among the physi-
cians, therapists and family.

The family wants me to appeal the
insurance company’s decision and gather
documentation that will allow the sister to be
approved for further long-term care, therapy
and high-tech care for her needs. While wait-
ing for documents, I speak with the woman’s
daughter to formulate a plan.

Finally, I update presentations for our
Nurse Advocate Entrepreneur training pro-
gram and speak with two nurses who are
eager to sign up and start their own advocacy
businesses. From their hospital experiences,
they can see that families need a great deal
of help these days navigating the health-care
landscape.

My days aren’t always this busy, but
every day reminds me of the significant
impact I can have on someone’s life, health
and well-being. It’s worth it, to be sure.

Teri (Dreher) Frykenberg, a reg-
istered nurse and board-certified patient
advocate, is the founder of Northshore
Patient Advocates LLC (NShore). She is
also founder and CEO of Nurse Advocate
Entrepreneur, which trains medical profes-
sionals to become successful private patient
advocates. Teri offers a free phone consulta-
tion to newspaper readers as well as to nurs-
es interested in becoming advocates. Reach
her at Teri@NurseAdvocateEntrepreneur.
com.
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y daughter saw a pair of hooded
Mmergansers on the Ware River on
two different occasions.

She said, “They were riding those rapids
to the bridge and looked like they were hav-
ing a blast. Then they just hung out under the
bridge.”

The hooded merganser is the smallest
of the mergansers at 18 inches long. It has a
short thin bill and crested head. The male has
a black head, white fan shaped patch within
the crest, which is only visible when the crest
is raised. The flanks are brown and the back
black. It also has black vertical lines on its
white breast. The female is plan brown with a
darker back and red brown crest. The imma-
ture female looks like the adult female and
the immature male similar to the female, but
they some white in the crest.

Hooded mergansers dive underwater and
eat small fish, frogs, crustaceans, mollusks
and aquatic insects. Courtship begins in mid

Male and female hooded merganser

winter. Females do head bobbing and pump-
ing. Most male displays involve crest rais-
ing. The male makes a frog like note and the
female makes a hoarse “gak.”

The female lays six to eight white eggs
in a nest of grasses and down placed in a tree
cavity or nest box. Mergansers summer on
wooded rivers and lakes and winters on simi-
lar locations as well as along the coast.

Ludlow birds
On Saturday, Jan. 25 a Ludlow resident
emailed about the birds in her backyard. She
said, “The usual visitors are purple finches,
white-throated sparrows, juncos, titmice, nut-
hatches, bluejays, mourning doves, cardinals
and red bellied woodpeckers. Yesterday Jan.

CHURCH DIRECTORY

Blessed Sacrament Parish

Rev. Duy Le
frduyle@blessedsacramentholyoke.org
1945 Northampton St., Holyoke
PARISH RECTORY: 413-532-0713
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday to Thursday 8:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

WEEKEND MASSES:

Saturday: 4 p.m.

Sunday: 8:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.

DAILY MASS AND ROSARY

Monday - Friday: ROSARY 6:15 a.m.
Monday - Friday: MASS 6:45 a.m.
Legal Holidays: ROSARY 7:30 a.m.
Legal Holidays: MASS 8 a.m.

ROSARY AND MEDITATION

Monday Evening: 6 p.m.
www.blessedsacramentholyoke.org
FaceBook: @bspholyokema

First Baptist Church

Pastor Theresa Temple

1976 Northampton St., Holyoke
(413) 533-7728
firstbaptistchurchholyoke@comcast.net
Facebook: First Baptist Church

of Holyoke, MA

Hours: Sunday worship service
(winter hours) at 10:30 a.m.
(summer hours) at 10 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Studies,

one at 11 a.m. and one at 5:30 p.m.

Community
Church

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Rev. Debora Stein

34 Jarvis Ave., Holyoke

Office: (413) 536-3369

Office: stpetersholyoke@gmail.com
Pastor: revdebma@gmail.com
Website: www.stpetersholyoke.org
Social media:
facebook.com/stpetersholyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday - Wednesday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.,
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. (Call first)
Worship: Sundays at 9:30 a.m.

(also on Facebook Live) &

Thursdays at 7 p.m.

Other: Prayers with Pastor -
Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. -

on Facebook Live.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
The Rev. Canon Joel Martinez
485 Appleton St., Holyoke
413-532-5060
Office@StPaulsholyoke.org
StPaulsHolyoke.org

Instagram:
stpaulsepiscopalchurch_holyoke
OFFICE HOURS:

Tuesday — Friday 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Days and Hours of Services:
Sunday: 8 a.m.

Sunday: 10 a.m.

Sunday: 5 p.m. (Spanish)

24, we had a cowbird at the feeder. We hav-
en’t had any visit us in the five years we’ve
fed the birds in winter. Just wondering it oth-
ers in the area have seen a cowbird this early.”

Northern flicker

Bluebirds and northern flicker
I received an email on Sunday, Jan 26
from a North Brookfield resident, She said,
“I live in North Brookfield, down on Lake
Lashaway. I had five blue birds and a north-
ern flicker on my feeders this morning along
with the usual birds. Early Spring?”

Brimfield birds
I received an email from a Brimfield res-

ident on Jan. 21. He said, “Today in the yard
all the usual birds were about however the
junco flock has increased to about 65 birds.
Other not so commonly seen birds were a
Carolina wren, and a white-throated and a
tree sparrows.”

In another email he wrote, “Yes the blue
jays sure do like the peanuts. The titmice also
get their

share. And once in awhile a red-bellied
woodpecker with show up and take a peanut.
When I walk around the yard there are a cou-
ple of places under a tree or shrub where the
ground is littered with empty peanut shells.”

Birds in my yard

I continue to have the usual birds at my
feeders and suet feeder such as black capped
chickadees, titmice, white breasted nuthatch-
es, downy woodpeckers, mourning doves and
blue jays. Now that it is February, I expect to
see male red-winged blackbirds.

I received a state of the art bird feeder
equipped with a camera for my birthday. I
have not set it up yet. I will take it down
once bears come out of hibernation because I
would not want it destroyed.

People may report a bird sighting or bird
related experience by calling me at 413-967-
3505, leaving a message at extension 100,
emailing mybackyard88 @aol.com or edown-
er@turley.com or mailing to Barre Gazette,

P.O. Box 448, Barre, MA 01005.

CLUES ACROSS 23. Swiss river

1. Racquet sport 24. Gymnast Raisman
group (abbr.) 25. Baby’s dining

4. Norse god of accessory
thunder 26. Canadian beer

8. Russian industrial distributor
city 27. Iconic American

10. What's good for
the

tourist destination
34. More expansive

11. Round-ish shape  35. Alert
12. Baltimore MLBer  36. Popular boots
13. French modernist Doc
painter 37. Showings
15. Burned with 38. Conclusion
water 39. Share a common

16. Intestinal issue

17. Take the lead

18. Prove oneself
worthy

21. None

22. Tax collector

boundary
40. Shooting sport
41. Popular side dish
42. Global energy
firm
43. Chronicles (abbr.)

CLUES DOWN

19. Empowering

20. Space station
23. Disorder

24, State of fuss

25. Footwear for

1. Type of bomb

2. Polynesian island
country

3. Heavenly body

4. Hard workers babies
5. Covered 26. Nuclear reactor
6. Johns Hopkins (abbr.)

Hospital founder 27. Droves

7. Plant of the grass ~ 28. Affirmative

family 29. Male parent
9. Island person of 30. Utter obscenities
the Bering Sea 31. Type of verse

10. Storehouse 32. Unpleasant

12. Scarlet-flowered person

desert shrub 33. One who settles
14. A pituitary down

hormone 34. Founder of

source-based
history
36. A way to snarl

15. Female sibling
17. Monetary unit of
Afghanistan

CROSSWORD ANSWER on page 9

The Holyoke Sun ¢ FEBRUARY 14,2025 © §



» Schools & Youth

Red Cross training now available

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Parks and
Recreation Department is offering a life-
guard Red Cross certification training
course at the Holyoke Boys and Girls Club,
70 Nick Cosmos Way. Session 1 will
take place Feb. 15, Feb. 16 and
Feb. 23 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Session 2 will take place May
10, May 11 and May 18, from
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Participants
only need to attend one full
session, (one Saturday and two
Sunday’s).

Applicants must be 16 <
years of age. Strong swimmers
are encouraged to apply. Participants
must pass a pre-skills test at the start of
class. $175.00 for Holyoke residents and

$275.00 for non-residents.

Lifeguard Re-Certification Classes
will also be offered on Feb. 23 and May
18. Participants only need to attend one

class. Classes will run from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the Holyoke Boys

and Girls Club, 70 Nick Cosmos

Wa. Update skills while also

extending certification for

another two year. $125 for

Holyoke residents and $225

for non-residents.

Please register at the
Holyoke Parks and Recreation
Department, 413-322-5620.
Participants must register and
be paid in full before attending the class.
Limited space available.

Free computer literacy training offered

HOLYOKE - In partnership with the
nonprofit CanCode Communities, Holyoke
Community College is offering a free six-
week computer training course starting
Feb. 25.

The real-time, instructor-led online class-
es will run Tuesdays and Thursdays Feb. 25
to April 3, from 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The program is aimed at helping indi-
viduals build essential computer skills for
both personal and professional development.
Participants will explore the Microsoft Office
(Microsoft 365) suite of programs (Outlook,
Word, PowerPoint, Excel, and OneDrive),
learn how to create resumes and presenta-
tions, manage calendars and tasks, create
spreadsheets, send email, and organize and

share documents using cloud storage.

“This course is perfect for those with
basic computer skills looking to level up their
Microsoft 365 knowledge for work, school,
or personal use,” said Arvard Lingham, HCC
executive director of community education
and corporate training.

Tuition assistance is available for qual-
ified Massachusetts residents 18 and older.
Limited seats are available. Laptops and WiFi
hotspots for Internet access will be provided
for students who need them.

Funding for the program comes from the
Western Mass Alliance for Digital Equity.

To sign up for classes, please send an
email to admissions @albanycancode.org, or
go to cancode.org/apply-now.

HCC scholarship season opens

HOLYOKE - The Holyoke Community
College Foundation will begin accepting
scholarship applications for the 2025-2026
academic year on Tuesday, Jan. 21. The
application deadline is Friday, March 14.

Last year, the HCC Foundation awarded
388 scholarships worth about $350,000 to
323 incoming, current, and transferring HCC
students. Some students received multiple
scholarship awards. The average scholarship
award is typically around

change a student’s life.”

Applicants need only to fill out a single
online form to be automatically matched with
the scholarships they are most qualified to
receive. There are scholarships for new stu-
dents, current students and students transfer-
ring to other institutions, scholarships based
on financial need, scholarships for students
in specific majors, scholarships for residents
of certain communities, and scholarships

that recognize academic

$900.

“Awarding scholar-
ships to deserving stu-
dents has been a corner-
stone of the work of the
HCC Foundation since its
founding,” said Amanda
Sbriscia, vice president of
Institutional Advancement
and executive director
of the HCC Foundation.

“Awarding scholarships
to deserving students
has been a cornerstone
of the work of the
HCC Foundation...”

- Amanda Sbriscia

achievement.

To view scholarship
opportunities and begin the
application process, please
go to www.hcc.edu/schol-
arships.

Last January, HCC
opened a dedicated
Scholarship Resource
Center to help current and

“Scholarships established
by donors celebrate academic achievement,
community service, and civic engagement,
and, most importantly, these funds ensure
hundreds of students have the resources they
need to complete their college degrees.”
Students must be currently enrolled at
HCC or have been accepted for the upcoming
academic year to be eligible for scholarships.
“While the recent launch of
MassEducate, the state’s free-community-col-
lege-for-all program, has made HCC accessi-
ble to more individuals, that only means we
have a greater responsibility to ensure stu-
dents make it to the finish line,” Sbriscia said.
“Tuition and fees represent only a portion
of the cost of being a college student today,

and, oftentimes, a donor scholarship can truly

incoming students navigate
the process of applying
for scholarships and filling out the FAFSA
(Free Application for Federal Student Aid).
The office, located on the first floor of the
Donahue Building (Room 158) is open
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

The HCC Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
that works to advance the college’s mission,
vision, and values. Founded in 1968 as the
Friends of Holyoke Community College,
in response to a devastating fire that forced
the college to rebuild on a new campus, the
Foundation now manages assets of more than
$20 million, the largest community college
foundation endowment in Massachusetts.

Questions should be directed to the HCC
Foundation office at 413-552-2182, or by
email to scholarships @hcc.edu.

Jewish Endowment Foundation encourages students to apply for scholarships

SPRINGFIELD - The Jewish Federation
of Western Massachusetts’s Jewish
Endowment Foundation is inviting under-
graduate and college-bound students to apply
to its annual Common Fund and Springfield
Council of Jewish Women (SCJW) schol-
arships through March 28, 2025. Qualified
students regardless of race, religion, and gen-
der are encouraged to apply. Scholarships are
awarded based on a combination of academic,
financial need and community involvement.

“The value of education is strongly
embedded in our Jewish culture, which is
why we are proud to award Common Fund
and Springfield Council of Jewish Women

scholarships to support students on their
educational journey,” said Nora Gorenstein,
CEO of the Jewish Federation of Western
Massachusetts. “These scholarships are an
example of one of the many ways Federation
supports families in Western Massachusetts,
and we look forward to receiving scholarship
applications from our future leaders and pro-
fessionals.”

Federation’s Jewish Endowment
Foundation Common Fund grants college
scholarships to all qualified high school
students who are residents of Hampden,
Hampshire, and Franklin counties. Since
2015, Federation’s Jewish Endowment

Foundation Common Fund has awarded more
than $260,000 in scholarships to more than
240 college bound students. Approximately
thirty students are selected each year to
receive this scholarship.

Federation’s SCJW Scholarships are
available to qualified high school students
and undergraduate students residing in
Chicopee, Springfield, East Longmeadow,
Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Hampden,
Agawam, or West Springfield. The SCIW
established its first scholarship fund in 1943.
Since then, the scholarship fund has grown
substantially. In 1992, the SCJW trans-
ferred their funds to Federation’s Jewish

Endowment Foundation. Since 1992, it has
awarded more than $2.5 million dollars to
financially assist thousands of local students
in their pursuit of higher education.

Recipients for both scholarship types
are chosen based on academic performance,
financial need, and community involvement.
Once chosen, undergraduate students are eli-
gible to renew their awards for their full four
years of college. The application deadline for
Federation’s Jewish Endowment Foundation
Common Fund scholarships and SCJW schol-
arships is March 28, 2025. To apply, visit
https://jewishwesternmass.org/grants-schol-
arships.

Horace Smith Fund

WESTFIELD - The Horace Smith Fund,
located in Westfield, Massachusetts has schol-
arship and fellowship money available for
graduates of Hampden County public and pri-
vate high schools. Graduating high school
seniors and students already in college may
apply for Scholarships of up to $12,000. Those
in their final year of college and previous col-
lege graduates pursuing advanced degrees may
apply for Fellowships of $15,000. Applicants
must maintain at least a B average in college

scholarship and fellowship money available for graduates

and be enrolled as full-time students.

Awards are made based on both academic
achievement and merit. Of great importance is
a personal written account of why the student
feels deserving of financial assistance and
their goals in pursuing higher education.

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to
24 individuals. Scholarships were given to
16 graduating seniors from 13 Hampden
County high schools. Five scholarships were
also awarded to current college students to

assist them in completing their undergradu-
ate degrees. Three fellowships were given to
college graduates pursuing advanced degrees,
who had graduated from Hampden County
high schools.

The Horace Smith Fund was established
in 1899 by the successful and generous philan-
thropist named Horace Smith, co-founder of
Smith & Wesson, established in Springfield.
The scholarships and fellowships are named
for Walter S. Barr, a West Springfield busi-

nessman, whose widow left the bulk of the
family estate to The Horace Smith Fund in
1950.

Completed applications must be received
either electronically or by mail to The Horace
Smith Fund at 16 Union Avenue, Suite 2K,
Westfield, MA 01085 no later than March 15.
Applications are available at local high school
guidance offices, college financial aid offices,
online at www.HoraceSmithFund.org or by
phoning (413) 739-4222.
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have access to a phone.

They work to keep this list updated so
they can have as efficient communication with
people as possible.

“It is not the best but, it is using whatever
tools we have,” Garcia said.

The city also sends out communications
to all of their community partners and out-
reach teams that do work for the unhoused
population.

Each time the city has to activate the
shelter, Garcia estimates that it costs about
$2,000, between the price of paying the work-
ers who run the shelter and gathering supplies.

The city uses funds from community
development block grant funds to cover the
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cost of the shelters.

It is due to the cost that the city is not
able to have the warming centers open more
often.

“I wish I could do it every single day, not
just in freezing temperatures, but regular cold,
but there is just not enough resources to have
one 24 hours, seven days a week,” Garcia
said.

Garcia is grateful to those from
Providence Ministries who are willing to ded-
icate their time to helping with the warming
center.

“They have a team of staff who love this
partnership arrangement and understand that
when it is pop-up warming shelter time, they
come in and they are going to be working
overnight,” Garcia said.
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The city also has a partnership with the
Center for Human Development, which has
funding from a grant from the state to help
with overflow issues from shelters.

“So right now our warming shelter can
only fit 30 people or so but if 10 people
showed up and they didn’t fit, the CHD has
funds to put them up somewhere to make sure
that they are not stuck in freezing tempera-
tures on the streets,” Garcia said.

If people are interested in supporting the
city’s efforts to support the unhoused popula-
tion, they can follow Providence Ministries on
Facebook.

Whenever Providence Ministries needs
something from the Holyoke community, they
will make a post and people are welcome to
bring in donations.

People are also welcome to make food
donations to Kate’s Kitchen at any time.

Warming shelters can be found at
Kate’s Kitchen at 51 Hamilton Street, which
can hold about 30 people, or at the CHD,
with individual accommodations at 1515
Northampton Road (former Motel 6).

The CHD has a capacity of 45 beds and
can be contacted at 413-302-5398.

The CHD Warming Center is at 696
Dwight Street and is open Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

If people have questions or concerns
about the warming centers, they are welcome
to contact the Holyoke Mayor’s Office at 413-
561-1600 or the Emergency Management
Department at the Holyoke Fire Department
at 413-534-2251.
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Share the Adventure with us soon!

For further information call Randall at (413) 436-5357
or email adventuretours@att.net
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Colts get major upset over Knights -

By Tim Peterson
Sports Correspondent

HOLYOKE - The Chicopee
Comp Colts held a slim two point
lead late in the third quarter against
the Holyoke Purple Knights.

Following an impressive 17-2
run, the Colts entered the final
eight minutes of the boys’ bas-
ketball game holding a 17 point
advantage and they wound up cel-
ebrating a 73-53 victory before
a large crowd at Holyoke’s John
‘Jinx” O’Connor Gymnasium, last
Friday night.

“To be able to win a game
in this gym against a very good
Holyoke team is a huge accom-
plishment for us,” said Comp
head coach Gavin Miller. “We’re
playing very well right now and
we’re just trying to keep improv-

ing entering the postseason tourna-
ments.”

The non-league road win
improved the Colts overall record
to 13-4.

It was the Purple Knights (12-
3) first home loss of the regular
season.

The Colts’ only two dou-
ble digit scorers were junior
Brody Fay, who scored 12 of his
team-leading 18 points in the third
quarter, sophomore Elijah Kleps,
who netted 12 of his 17 points

See BASKETBALL, page 8  Jaycob Andujar heads for a layup.

Calvin Godbolt takes the free throw.
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Kylie Blaha goes for the three-pointer.

Genesis Rivera attempts a trey.

Evangeline Cauley
looks to work around
an opponent.
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Tough defeat for Holyoke

‘ HOLYOKE - Last Tuesday eve- Rivera was limited to just seven points.
’\ ning, Holyoke girls basketball was Holyoke is 3-14 and will not make the
defeated by Holyoke 60-17. Genesis tournament this season.

Turley photos by David Henry
www.sweetdogphotos.com

Kiara Perez shoots over a defender.

Michaela Guzman sends a shot up.

COLLEGE NEWS

Owls stop
three-game
slide, beat
Wesleyan

WESTFIELD - Westfield
State seniors Olivia Hadla
(Westfield, Mass.) and Jordan
Grant (Gray, Maine) combined for
47 points as the Owls outscored
Wesleyan University by 18 points
in the second half to pull away
in a 96-82 non-conference tri-
umph on Thursday night from the
Woodward Center in Westfield,
Mass.

The Owls halt their three-
game slide, improving to 12-8 on
the season while the Cardinals fall
to 8-13 overall.

Westfield trailed by as many
as ten points on multiple occa-
sions in the second quarter before
beginning to chip into the defi-
cit. With the Cardinals leading
49-40 with 1:49 to play in the
half, Tavi Williams (Springfield,
Mass.) converted a layup, then
Kayley Downie (Easthampton,
Mass.) came away with a steal
with the ball finding her later in
the possession for a wing triple,
trimming the Owls deficit to four
points entering the break.

In the third quarter, the Owls
ramped up the pressure forcing
15 Wesleyan turnovers after gen-
erating 12 Cardinals turnovers in
the first two quarters combined.
Williams opened the third peri-
od with a layup after the Owls
generated a Wesleyan turnover
on the first possession. Hadla
put Westfield in front with a
three-pointer with 8:03 left in the
quarter, giving the Owls their first
lead since the 7:53 mark of the
first quarter.

The Cardinals regained a
55-52 edge before Westfield’s
defense caused havoc in the
backcourt, forcing four consec-
utive turnovers on four straight
Cardinals possessions, leading to
an 8-0 scoring run capped by a
Maddie Pond (Holyoke, Mass.)
triple to ascend the Owls to a

See OWLS, page 8
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Worcester Railers drop finale to Atlanta Gladiators

WORCESTER - The Worcester Railers
HC (20-20-2-4 46pts) lost to the Atlanta
Gladiators (20-22-4-2, 46pts), on Saturday
night by the final score of 4-2 in front of
a crowd of 7,094 at the DCU Center. The
Railers are back on the ice next at the Credit
Union of Texas Event Center taking on the
Allen Americans on Friday, February 14th at
8:10 p.m. EST.

It was Atlanta who scored first tonight
as Cody Sylvester (2-0-2) put the Gladiators
up 1-0 19:26 into the first period. Just 31
seconds later Andrew Jarvis extended the

Atlanta lead to 2-0 heading into the second
period. Worcester got their first on the night
off the stick of Matias Rajaniemi (1-0-1) 2:34
into the third period. Atlanta scored back-to-
back empty-net goals in the third period from
Cody Sylvester and Ryan Cranford (1-0-1).
The Railers then made it 4-2 with a goal from
Matt Ustaski (1-0-1) 18:41 into the third to
finish off the night’s scoring.

It took nearly the entire first period for
either team to score until Atlanta took the 1-0
lead. It was Cody Sylvester (17th) who put
the Gladiators up 1-0. With just three seconds

remaining in the first period Andrew Jarvis
(4th) extended the Atlanta lead to 2-0 with a
low slap shot to beat Bullion down low. Shots
favored Worcester 12-10 in the first period.
Despite power play chances for both
sides neither team was able to net one in the
second period. The Railers went to the power
play twice in the period, first at the 10:02
mark into the second followed by another
chance at the 13:38 mark. Atlanta got their
power play opportunity 16:17 into second
frame, but the Worcester penalty kill held
strong keeping Atlanta from jumping out to a

three-goal lead. Shots favored Worcester 14-7
in the second.

Worcester made it a 2-1 game early
in the third following a goal from Matias
Rajaniemi (3rd) 2:34 into the third period.
The Railers went to the empty net in an effort
to tie the game late, but Atlanta scored twice
on the empty net, the first was Cody Sylvester
(18th) followed by Ryan Cranford (9th). The
Railers then got one back scored by Matt
Ustaski (3rd) leading to a 4-2 final. Shots
favored Worcester 15-5 in the third and 41-22
in the game.

‘Ice-0-Topes’ score win over Bruins

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Ice-O-Topes, née Thunderbirds, (22-
17-2-3) rode a four-goal flourish in the
final period to a 5-2 victory on Saturday
night over the Providence Bruins (25-15-
4-1) before a sellout crowd of 6,793 inside
the MassMutual Center. Springfield has
still never lost as the Ice-O-Topes, improv-
ing to a perfect 5-0 record as their alter
ego, while the team also extended its point
streak to seven straight games.

It became evident in the early stages
that goals would be scarce on this night,
as Bruins All-Star netminder Michael
DiPietro and Springfield stalwart Colten
Ellis showed no signs of blinking in the
opening 20 minutes. Matt Luff had two
of the better chances for Springfield, but
the iron rang on the veteran winger on one
attempt, while DiPietro flashed terrific
lateral agility to stonewall the Ice-O-Topes
forward on another offering.

Not to be outdone, Ellis was timely in
his own right, making his brightest save
of the frame when he denied a breakaway
backhand attempt from Max Jones.

The first three power plays of the
night proved unsuccessful, but on their
second attempt in the closing minutes
of the middle period, the Bruins finally
solved Ellis as Jones hit Riley Tufte on a
slap feed in the right circle, where the big
centerman lifted a shot under the crossbar
to make it 1-0 Providence at 18:14 of peri-
od two.

In desperate need of a response, the
‘Topes got just that in the final seconds
of the stanza, as MacKenzie MacEachern
and Dalibor Dvorsky combined to work

the puck to the edge of the blue paint on a
3-on-2 rush, with Nikita Alexandrov cash-
ing in with just eight seconds separating
the teams from the dressing room.

Alexandrov was far from finished, and
at 4:01 of the third, with Leo Loof hold-
ing the puck at the left point, Alexandrov
dashed to the blue paint, where he deflect-
ed Loof’s pass in behind DiPietro to hand
Springfield the 2-1 lead.

Just 1:41 later, the lead got a boost as
Otto Stenberg filled the center lane, receiv-
ing a pass from Luff and firing it through
DiPietro to make it a 3-1 game at 5:42.
The tally snapped Stenberg’s eight-game
goal drought and also doubled as his first
goal on home ice.

The Bruins would not go down easily,
and Vinni Lettieri stepped in front from
behind the goal line to lift a backhander
home before Ellis could get across, shrink-
ing the Topes’ lead to 3-2 at 7:45.

Unlike the night before, the T-Birds
would not let the Bruins get even this time
around, killing off a Providence power
play before adding onto their lead once
again at 17:48 when Alexandrov fielded
a pass out of his feed at the bottom of the
right circle before slipping it into the blue
paint. Before DiPietro could smother it,
Matthew Peca arrived to jam it across the
line for his team-leading 17th of the sea-
son, giving Springfield a 4-2 advantage.

Dvorsky joined Alexandrov with
three-point nights when he threw a puck
from center ice into an empty net with
1:29 to polish off a four-goal final period
and earn Springfield three of a possible
four points on the weekend.

How to contact the Sports Editor

Have the scoop on a local sports story? Want to submit a team photo, pass along
a potential story idea, or just find out how to get a copy of that great photo of your
young athlete? Please send all sports-related press releases and information to Sports
Editor Greg Scibelli at: sports @turley.com or call, 1-413-283-8393.

Baskteball Hall of Fame unveils
schedule for 2025 enshrinement

SPRINGFIELD - The Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame has unveiled its
Enshrinement Weekend schedule for the Class
of 2025. The celebratory weekend will cul-
minate with the Enshrinement Ceremony
on Saturday, Sept. 6, in Springfield—the
Birthplace of Basketball. Finalists, as well as
select award winners, will be announced on
Friday, Feb. 14, during NBA All-Star Weekend
in San Francisco, and the Class of 2025 will be
revealed on Saturday, April 5, at the Final Four
in San Antonio.

Enshrinement Weekend will begin at
Mohegan Sun on Friday, Sept. 5, with the Tip-
Off Celebration and Awards Gala. The Class
of 2025 and returning Hall of Famers will then
travel to Springfield, Mass., where they will
participate in the weekend’s traditional events
taking place at the Naismith Basketball Hall of
Fame and Springfield’s Symphony Hall.

First-time candidates for the Naismith
Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2025 include
Carmelo Anthony, Sue Bird, Maya Moore,
Dwight Howard, Doc Rivers, Billy Donovan,
Sylvia Fowles, Chamique Holdsclaw, Mark
Few, Lisa Bluder, Marc Gasol, and Micky
Arison.

A limited number of VIP Packages for the
2025 Enshrinement Ceremony will go on sale
on Friday, Feb. 14, at 6 p.m. at hoophall.com
on the Hall of Fame’s Enshrinement Ticket
page or by calling the Basketball Hall of Fame
at (413) 231-5513.

Individual tickets for the events will go
on sale tentatively on Saturday, April 5, at 12
noon. Details of the current schedule of events
for Enshrinement 2025 are as follows:

Friday, September 5, at Mohegan Sun
(Uncasville, Conn.)
Enshrinement 2025 Autograph Session

An opportunity to meet the Class of 2025
at their first public Enshrinement Weekend
event. A ticket to this event will give fans the
opportunity to receive one autograph per class
member.

Enshrinement 2025 Press Conference
The official media availability for the
Hall of Fame Class of 2025. This availability
is only open to credentialed members of the
media, along with VIP Package ticket holders,
and will be held at Mohegan Sun. The media
credential application will open on Monday,
July 21, at hoophall.com/media.
Enshrinement
Tip-Off Celebration and Awards Gala
The Class of 2025, along with the Hall’s
prestigious annual award winners, will be cel-
ebrated at this televised Enshrinement event
at Mohegan Sun. During the event, the Class
of 2025 will receive their Hall of Fame rings,
courtesy of Baron Championship Rings, and
their official Hall of Fame jackets, provided
by Reveal Suits. The program will additionally
highlight the presentation of the Hall’s annual
John Bunn Lifetime Achievement Award and
the Curt Gowdy Media Awards.

Saturday, Sept. 6, in Springfield, Mass.
Enshrinement Ceremony VIP Reception
at Springfield Marriott

Toast the incoming Hall of Fame Class of
2025 at the official VIP Reception prior to the
sport’s ultimate recognition. The party is limit-
ed to select ticket holders for the Enshrinement
Ceremony. Shuttle service between the host
location and Symphony Hall will be provided
if needed. This exclusive party will set the
stage for a memorable night on the Red Carpet
and at the Ceremony.

Enshrinement Ceremony Red Carpet Show
at Symphony Hall

The Class of 2025, legendary Hall of
Famers, and some of basketball’s biggest icons
take center stage on the red carpet in a live TV
broadcast outside Symphony Hall.
Enshrinement Ceremony at Symphony Hall

One of the most elite nights on the basket-
ball calendar each year, the Hall of Fame Class
of 2025 will be formally enshrined into the
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame in a nation-
ally televised ceremony.
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in the first half. Seven other Comp players
scored in the road game.

“We were really looking forward to
playing tonight’s game,” Elijah Kleps said.
“This is a huge win for us.”

Another Comp scorer against the Purple
Knights was Elijah’s twin brother, Xavier,
who contributed with seven points off the
bench. He broke his right wrist in the sea-
son opener against Pittsfield and returned to
action last week.

“I was heartbroken when my brother was
injured in the season opener,” Elijah Kleps
said. “It’s very nice having him back on the
court again. He’s also one of our key defen-
sive players.”

Xavier Kleps returned to action by
scoring 12 points in a blowout against High
School of Commerce on February 4.

“We’re a whole different team when we
have Xavier on the court,” Miller said. “He’s
ready to go and we’re just trying to get him
back into game shape.”

The Colts, who scored the first seven
points of the contest, took a 17-12 lead
with 1:20 left in the opening quarter when
junior Modesto Galindrez (7 points) buried a
3-pointer.

The Purple Knights responded with a
pair of field goals from junior Aden Cabera,
who finished with a game-high 21 points,
and a 3-pointer from junior Jordan King-
Perilli (9 points).

It gave the home team a 19-17 lead
entering the second stanza, which wound up

being their only lead of the entire game.

Comp quickly retook the lead at 22-19
with less than a minute into the second quar-
ter when Xavier Kleps hit a 3-pointer from
the right corner.

A Fay foul-line jumper gave the Colts a
28-21 lead with 2:30 remaining in the first
half.

Then a lay-up and a jumper by Cabera
closed the gap to three points.

Following a lay-up in the final seconds
of the first half from junior Francis Jordan (3
points), Comp held a 33-29 halftime lead.

It would remain a close game until
Comp sophomore Jacoby Haney (6 points)
buried back-to-back 3-pointers. It helped the
Colts build a 47-39 lead with 2:30 left in the
third quarter. Another 3-pointer by Fay from
the top of the key pushed the lead into double
digits (50-39) for the first time.

“Everyone plays a key role on this
team,” Miller said. “I thought we won the
game with the run in the third quarter.”

A lay-up by senior Calvin Godbolt (10
points) briefly halted Comp’s run.

The Colts third quarter run continued
with a Fay one-hand jumper in the lane and
3-pointer. Xavier Kleps also made a 3-point-
er which gave the visiting team a 58-41
advantage, entering the final eight minutes.

Comp didn’t allow the Purple Knights
to make a fourth quarter comeback against
them.

The two squads could face each other
again in the upcoming Western Mass. Class.
A Tournament and in the Division 2 state
tournament.

Aden Cabrera takes the long-range shot.

Jordan King-Perilli fights for a path to the hoop.

Turley photos by David Henry www.sweetdogphotos.com
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60-55 advantage with 5:16 left in the third.

Westfield closed the third quarter strong,
tallying nine of the final 12 points in the
frame with a transition layup from Pond on
an outlet from Sophia DeAngelis (Braintree,
Mass.) bolstering the Owls lead to seven
points after three quarters of action.

The Owls held Wesleyan scoreless for
the opening 2:46 of the final frame, allowing
Westfield to increase their lead into double
digits thanks to a layup from Hadla with
8:20 left to make it a 75-65 Owls lead.
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Wesleyan responded with an 8-0 run
over the next two and a half minutes to cut
the Owls lead to two points after a layup
from Aviva Schnitzer (Phoenix, Ariz.) and
two made free throws from Meghan Kirck
(Orange, Conn.) made it a 75-73 contest with
5:08 remaining.

Grant grabbed an offensive rebound and
finished in the paint to stem the Cardinals
run, then a steal from Pond led to a runout
from Hadla on the break, who laid home the
bucket to push the lead back to six points
with 4:17 to go.

Later in the quarter with Westfield still

leading by six, Hannah Sheldon (Taunton,
Mass.) pulled down a crucial offensive
rebound, kicking a pass out to DeAngelis
who buried a shot from beyond the arc to up
the lead to nine points with 2:34 remaining.

Wesleyan would get no closer than
seven points for the remainder of the con-
test as a pair of layups from Grant drove the
Owls lead into double digits to secure the
win.

Hadla led Westfield with 24 points while
Grant totaled 23 points and six rebounds.
Pond added 15 points, seven assists, and a
game-high seven steals for an Owls unit that

generated 24 of the Cardinals 36 turnovers in
the second half. Overall, the Owls outscored
Wesleyan 51-33 in the second half coupled
by their relentless press and their 50% sec-
ond half shooting numbers (22-44 FG).

Tori DeCosta (Bronx, N.Y.) and
Schnitzer both logged double-double efforts
for Wesleyan with DeCosta compiling 21
points and ten rebounds with Schnitzer
logging 12 points and 11 rebounds. Olivia
Quinn (Franklin, Mass.) added 17 points
while Felicia Fongemie (Ashford, Mass.)
registered 12 points to put all five Cardinals
starters in double figures for the night.



Public Auction Sale
February 22, 2025
at 8:30 a.m.

460 Race St., Holyoke MA
All Sales Cash
Immediate Removal -
Day of Sale
Tools, Riding Mowers,
Appliances, TVs, Toys,
Furniture and More

Lot Name Pallets
14465  J.Hancock 2]
15885 L.Cortes [3]
15157 K.Barkcom [3]
15199 M.Labasco [7]
15317 M.Santos [4]
15338  S.Quinones [1]
15348 R.Vazquez [1]
15389  S. Gonzalez 2]
14162  A.Wolf [2]
15538  E.Pellitier [1]
15587 R.Diaz -Lozada [1]
15746  R. Maceo [1]
15761 D.Cruz [1]
15833 J.Wilson [3]
15851 C.Sim [1]
15956 P.Evans 2]
16065 J.Henry [3]
15761  J.Pelkey [4]
16061  A.Mcneil [1]
16103  K.Whelihan [3]
15957 N.William [2]
16046  S.Holewka [1]
16176  S.Jacob [1]
16163  J.Jackson [6]
16177 C.Pacheco 2]
16257 M.Martinez [12]
16236  A.Ayers 2]
16299  B.Corriveau [1]
16301  J.Healy [31]
16320 R.Gould 2]
16321 R.Gould [2]
16314  J.Perez [4]
16332  R.Webster [1]
16333  M.Tower [8]
16334  A.Balcom 2]
16334 A.Balcom 2]
16089  T. Hewitt [2]
16097  J.Cloutier [9]
16114 M.Warren [1]
16118 N.Reyes [1]
16140 M.Owens [3]
16172 C.Acevedo [1]
16144  A.Maynard [5]

02/07, 02/14/2025
City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, February 25, 2025,
at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com
ID: 836 3939 8493; CALL IN
*67 646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance, Section 6.4.6.4, a
Special Permit for an Increase
in Sign Size for a ground sign at
850 High Street (009-04-005).

The complete application
may be viewed through the
Holyoke Planning Dept M-F, 9-4
p-m.

Applicant:
Sign Dynamics Inc.

Planning Board:

Mimi Panitch
02/07, 02/14/2025

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, February 25, 2025,
at 5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com
ID: 836 3939 8493; CALL IN
*67 646 558 8656 to hear, pur-
suant to the Holyoke Zoning
Ordinance, Section 6.4.6.4, a
Special Permit for an Increase
in Sign Size and for Multiple
Signs for Citizens Bank, at 1575
Northampton Street, Holyoke
MA (105-00-061).

The complete application may
be viewed through the Holyoke
Planning Dept M-F, 9-4 p.m.

Applicant:
Philadelphia Sign Company

Planning Board:

Mimi Panitch
02/07, 02/14/2025

City of Holyoke
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Holyoke Planning Board
will hold a Public Hearing on
Tuesday, February 25, 2025, at
5:30 p.m. via Zoom.com; ID:

836-3939-8493; CALL IN *67
646 558 8656 to hear, pursuant to
the Holyoke Zoning Ordinance,
a Site Plan Review Amendment
(Sec 10); New Leaf EV
Modification (File #101-C) and
Special Permit Amendment, (Sec
6.1.7); New Leaf EV (2025-5)
Parking Reduction, submitted by
Whiting Farms Rd EV Charging,
LLC to be located at 245 Whiting
Farms Road, Holyoke MA (174-
00-013).

A complete copy of the
application may be seen in the
Office of Planning and Economic
Development at 20 Korean
Veterans Plaza, 8:30 am-4:30 pm,
M-F.

APPLICANT: Whiting
Farms Rd EV Charging,
LLC

PLANNING BOARD:

Mimi Panitch,

Chairperson
02/07, 02/14/2025

MORTGAGEE’S
SALE OF REAL ESTATE
By virtue and in execution

of the Power of Sale contained
in a certain mortgage given by
117. All Gas No Breakz LLC
to Crowd Lending Fund One,
LLC, dated March 10, 2023 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on March 10,
2023, in Book No. 24934, at Page
74, modified by Assignment to
Willard Street Capital, LLC dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 6, 2023, in Book
No. 25033, at Page 66, and to
Webster Business Credit, A Divi-
sion of Webster Bank, N.A., dat-
ed March 15, 2023 and recorded
at Hampden County Registry of
Deeds on June 12, 2023, in Book
No. 25038, at Page 597, and to
Willard Street Capital, LLC
dated November 20, 2024 and
recorded at Hampden County
Registry of Deeds on December
4, 2024, in Book No. 25679, at
Page 316, of which mortgage the
undersigned is the present holder
Willard Street Capital, LLC, for
breach of the conditions of said
mortgage and for the purpose of
foreclosing same will be sold at
public auction at 1:00 PM, on
March 11, 2025 on the mort-
gaged premises being known as
74-76 Newton Street, Holyoke,
MA, being all and singular the
premises described in said mort-
gage to wit:

A certain lot of land with the
buildings thereon situated in-
Holyoke, Hampden County,
Massachusetts bounded and de-
scribed as follows, viz;

Beginning at a point -or in-
tersection of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running:

Beginning at a point of inter-
section of the easterly side of
Newton Street, with the south-
erly side of Essex Street; thence
running: .

SOUTHWESTERLY on said
Newton Street; sixty-six (66)
feet; thence

SOUTHEASTERLY and at a
right angle to said Newton Street;
seventy (70) feet; thence

NORTHEASTERLY and
parallel with Newton Street,
sixty-six (66) feet to said Essex
Street; thence

NORTHWESTERLY on said
Essex Street seventy (70) feet to
the -place of beginning.

Containing four thousand
six hundred and twenty (4,620)
square feet, more or less.

Being the same premises as
conveyed to the mortgagor by
deed of ASJ Properties, LLC,
dated October 19, 2022, record-
ed at Hampden County Registry
of Deeds on March 10, 2023 in
Book No. 24934, at Page 70.

The above described premises
will be sold SUBJECT TO and
with the benefit of all restrictions,

easements, covenants, condi-
tions, building and zoning laws,
to any and all unpaid taxes, tax
titles, water and sewer charges,
municipal or other public taxes,
assessments or liens, rights of
tenants and parties in possession,
if any.

TERMS OF SALE:

A deposit of $7,500.00 DOL-
LARS shall be required to be
made to the mortgagee in cash,
by certified or by cashier’s check
at the time and place of the sale
as a deposit. The successful
bidder will be required to exe-
cute an Auction Sale Agreement
immediately after the close of
the bidding. The balance of the
purchase price shall be paid in
cash, by certified check, by ca-
shier’s check, or other check sat-
isfactory to Mortgagee’s attorney
within thirty (30) days thereafter
at the offices of BARSH AND
COHEN, P.C., Attorneys for the
Mortgagee, 500 Turnpike Street
Suite 201, Canton, MA 02021, in
exchange for which and at such
time and place, the deed shall be
delivered to the purchaser for re-
cording.

The Mortgagee reserves the
right to amend the foregoing
terms of sale by written or oral
announcement made before the
auction sale, during the sale
thereof or at the commencement
of or during any postponed sale,
the right to bid at the sale, to re-
ject any and all bids, and to post-
pone the sale up until the time the
property is declared sold by the
auctioneer.

The description of the prem-
ises contained in said mortgage
shall control in the event of an er-
ror in the Notice of Mortgagee’s
Sale or its publication.

OTHER TERMS TO BE
ANNOUNCED AT THE TIME
AND PLACE OF THE SALE.

Dated: February 5, 2025

(signed:)

Willard Street Capital, LLC
Present Holder of said Mortgage

By its Attorneys,
Barsh and Cohen, P.C.
Neil Cohen, Esquire
Attorney for the Mortgagee
500 Turnpike Street Suite 201,
Canton, MA 02021
(617) 332-4700

02/14, 02/21, 02/28/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate and
Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No.
HD23P2614PO
In the matter of:
Katherine Acevedo-Gonzalez
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR ALLOWANCE
OF ACCOUNT

To all interested persons:

A Petition has been filed
by: JOHN J. FERRITER.
RECEIVER requesting allow-
ance of the First and Final
account(s) as RECEIVER and
any other relief as requested in
the Petition.

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
at this Court before 10:00 a.m.
on 03/10/2025.

This is NOT a hearing date,
but a deadline by which you
must file a written appearance
and objection if you object to
this proceeding. If you fail to
file a timely written appear-
ance and objection followed
by an Affidavit of Objections
within thirty (30) days of the
return date, action may be
taken without further notice
to you.

The Holyoke Sun

OBITUARY POLICY

obituaries.

date and place.

Turley Publications offers two types of

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $275,
which allows families to publish extended death
notice information of their own choice and may
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid
Obituaries should be submitted through a
funeral home to: obits @turley.com.

Exceptions will be made only when the family
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid.

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M. Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 03, 2025
Rosemary A. Saccomani
Register of Probate
02/14/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Division
Docket No.
HD23P2350EA
Estate of:
Marcia Ann Cassidy
Date of Death:
September 1, 2023
INFORMAL PROBATE
PUBLICATION NOTICE
To all persons interested in
the above captioned estate, by
Petition of
Petitioner Randell M Puza

of Holyoke, MA

Petitioner Nina C Cassidy of
Holyoke, MA.

Randell M Puza of
Holyoke, MA

Nina C Cassidy of Holyoke,
MA

has been informal-
ly appointed as the Personal
Representative of the estate to
serve without surety on the
bond.

The estate is being adminis-
tered under informal procedure
by the Personal Representative
under the Massachusetts
Uniform Probate Code with-
out supervision by the Court.
Inventory and accounts are not
required to be filed with the
Court, but interested parties are
entitled to notice regarding the
administration from the Personal
Representative and can petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including distribu-
tion of assets and expenses of
administration. Interested parties
are entitled to petition the Court
to institute formal proceedings
and to obtain orders terminat-
ing or restricting the powers
of Personal Representatives
appointed under informal pro-
cedure. A copy of the Petition
and Will, if any, can be obtained
from the Petitioner.

02/14/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
FENCE MAINTENANCE,
REPAIRS &
INSTALLATIONS
ANNUAL CONTRACT

Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holy-
oke Gas & Electric Dept until
2:00 p.m., March 5, 2025, at the
Office of the Manager, 99 Suf-
folk St, Holyoke, MA 01040,
at which time proposals will be
publicly opened and read.

Bid Deposit:

A Bid Deposit in the amount
of $4,000 must accompany all
bids and may be in the form of a
certified, treasurer’s, or cashier’s
check payable to HG&E from a
responsible bank or trust compa-
ny; cash; or a bid bond from a li-
censed surety payable to HG&E.

Prevailing Wage Rates:

Rates, which are to apply to the
work, are set by the Mass Dept of
Labor & Industries.

Additional information may be
obtained from:

Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040
(413) 536-9308
cwong @hged.com

he right is hereby reserved to
reject any or all proposals, or to
accept any proposal that in the
opinion of the Manager may be
in the best interest of the City of
Holyoke.

Please mark sealed envelopes
“Bid for Fence Maintenance,
Repairs & Installations Annual

Public Notices ¢

Contract” and address them to:
James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept

99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040
02/14/2025

Commonwealth of
Massachusetts
The Trial Court
Probate and Family Court
Hampden Probate
and Family Court
50 State Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413)748-7758
Docket No. HD24P2649EA
Estate of:

Gail C. Flanagan
Date of Death: 10/17/2024
CITATION ON PETITION
FOR FORMAL
ADJUDICATION

To all interested persons:

A Petition for Formal
Probate of Will with
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been
filed by John M. Collamore
of Holyoke, MA requesting
that the Court enter a formal
Decree and Order and for such
other relief as requested in the
Petition.

The Petitioner requests
that: John M. Collamore of
Holyoke, MA be appointed as
Personal Representative(s) of
said estate to serve Without
Surety on the bond in unsuper-
vised administration.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

You have the right to obtain
a copy of the Petition from
the Petitioner or at the Court.
You have a right to object to
this proceeding. To do so, you
or your attorney must file a
written appearance and objec-
tion at this Court before:
10:00 a.m. on the return day
of 03/10/2025. This is NOT a
hearing date, but a deadline
by which you must file a writ-
ten appearance and objection
if you object to this proceed-
ing. If you fail to file a timely
written appearance and objec-
tion followed by an affidavit of
objections within thirty (30)
days of the return day, action
may be taken without further
notice to you.

UNSUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION UNDER

THE MASSACHUSETTS

UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)

A Personal Represen-tative
appointed under the MUPC in
an unsupervised administra-
tion is not required to file an
inventory or annual accounts
with the Court. Persons inter-
ested in the estate are entitled
to notice regarding the admin-
istration directly from the
Personal Representative and
may petition the Court in any
matter relating to the estate,
including the distribution of
assets and expenses of admin-
istration

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara
M Hyland, First Justice of this
Court.

Date: February 10, 2025
Rosemary A Saccomani,
Register of Probate
02/14/2025

City of Holyoke
INVITATION TO BID
2026-21W
BIDS DUE
MARCH 6, 2025
BY 2:00PM

The City of Holyoke invites
Bidders to submit sealed Bids
for 2025-21W - Sealed bids for
Wistariahurst Retaining Wall Re-
habilitation (Rebid), Holyoke,
MA, which includes: rehabilita-
tion of a section of historically
significant masonry retaining
wall on Pine Street. The project
consists of mapping the existing
masonry wall stones as they are
in place, removal of wrought iron

fence and coping, deconstruct-
ing the existing masonry wall
and marking each stone with
unique identification, staging and
storing the wall stones on site,
earthen excavation to subgrade,
construction of a steel-reinforced
cement concrete strip footing, re-
construction of the masonry wall
with exact stone per location in
bed of mortar, perforated pipe
subdrain, clean out, free-draining
crushed stone backfill, geosyn-
thetic reinforcing in horizontal
layers, backfill with compaction,
fine grading, reinstall coping and
wrought iron fencing, loam and
seed, 5-foot wide hot-mix as-
phalt sidewalk, drain manhole,
ADA compliant cement concrete
curb ramps with detectable strips
including several cement con-
crete panels, temporary security
fencing, temporary traffic control
signs and lane or road closures,
and clean up. The project is an-
ticipated to include 150 linear
feet of continuous wall rehabili-
tation and sidewalk replacement
from the intersection of Pine
Street and Hampshire Street,
northward along Pine Street.

This project has an estimated
contract value of $326,360.00
(Three Hundred Twenty-Six
Thousand Three Hundred Six-
ty Dollars) bidder Contrac-
tor shall be MassDOT, High-
ways Division, Prequalified
in the classes of work, HIGH-
WAY-CONSTRUCTION. The
bidding and award of the Con-
tract shall be in full compliance
with Section 39M inclusive of
Chapter 30 of the General Laws
of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts as last revised. This
project shall also comply with
Sections 39F, 39K, 39N, and
390 of Chapter 30 of the General
Laws of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts as last revised.

Bids will be received at the
City of Holyoke, Office of Pro-
curement, 536 Dwight Street,
Room 3, Holyoke, Massachu-
setts 01040 until March 6, 2025
at 2:00PM EST and publicly
opened at that time.

Copies of bid documents may
be obtained by emailing Victoria
Houle, Assistant City Engineer,
at houlev@holyoke.org.

02/14, 02/21/2025

LEGAL NOTICE
CITY OF HOLYOKE
GAS & ELECTRIC
DEPARTMENT
PURCHASE OF GAS MAIN
CONSTRUCTION
MATERIALS (PHASE 1)
Sealed bids for the above con-
tract will be received by Holyoke
Gas & Electric Dept until 2:00
p-m., March 7, 2025, at the Of-
fice of the Manager, 99 Suffolk
St, Holyoke, MA 01040, at which
time the bids will be publicly
opened and read.
Additional information may be
obtained from:
Chi Wong
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St.
Holyoke, MA 01040
cwong @hged.com
(413) 536-9308
The right is hereby reserved to
reject any or all bids, or to accept
any bid that in the opinion of the
Manager may be in the best inter-
est of the City of Holyoke.
Please mark sealed envelopes
“Bid for Purchase of Gas Main
Construction Materials (Phase
1)” and address them to:

James M. Lavelle, Manager
Holyoke Gas & Electric Dept
99 Suffolk St
Holyoke, MA 01040

02/14/2025

Visit us at

WWW.

.Cco0m

turiey

newspaper title.

PUBLIC NOTICES
ARE NOW ONLINE

1 Email all notices to notices@turley.com

2 Access archives and digital tear sheets by

Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’
public notice web site to search all notices in
Massachusetts newspapers.

Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon,
Fridays noon for Monday holidays.

visit www.publicnotices.turley.com
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» InThe News

Fire and Ice Festival plus luminaria takes place Feb. 22

AMHERST - The Amherst Business
Improvement District in collaboration with
Amberst Recreation is excited to announce
the Fifth Annual Fire and Ice Festival plus
luminaria, scheduled for Saturday, Feb. 22
from 3-6 p.m. on the Amherst Common. This
event marks the culmination of Amherst’s
week-long WinterFest and has become a
highlight of the winter season, attracting over
2,000 attendees each year.

“The Fire and Ice Festival plus lumi-
naria is a cherished tradition that brings the
community of local families and residents,
students and seniors together to celebrate the
beauty and excitement of the winter season,”
said Sarah Barr of Amherst College, which

presents the event. “We invite everyone to
join us for an afternoon filled with art, per-
formances, and delicious treats, all while sup-
porting our local businesses.”

Attendees can look forward to a variety
of engaging activities, including: Hot Cocoa,
S’mores and Fire Pits: Warm up with com-
plimentary hot cocoa and roast s’mores over
open fire pits. Ice Sculptures: Marvel at ten
intricate ice sculptures displayed throughout
the Amherst Common, by Joe Almeida

Winter Tie-Dye Crafting: Participate in
creative winter-themed tie-dye projects with
Ambherst Recreation. Fire Arts Performance:
Enjoy a captivating fire juggling performance
by Matica Arts.

Metal Sculptures Demonstration:
Witness live metal sculpting by local art-
ist and Hampshire College alum Kamil
Peters.Wood Carving Demonstration:
Observe Ambherst resident Cody Stosz of
Kodiak Carving showcase his wood carving
skills. Special Menu Items: Savor delicious
food and cocktail specials from the Inn on
Boltwood.

Additionally, the Amherst Fire
Department will be present with their fire
truck, offering fire safety information and an
opportunity to meet Sparky the Fire Pup.

“This festival not only celebrates the
winter season but also highlights the vibrant
community spirit of Amherst,” said John

Page, Executive Director of the Amherst BID.
“We encourage everyone to explore down-
town Amherst’s unique shops and restaurants
before and after the event.”

The Fire and Ice Festival plus Luminaria
is organized by Amherst Recreation and the
Amherst Business Improvement District
made possible by the generosity of many
local businesses and community part-
ners including presenting sponsor Amherst
College, Summerlin Floors, Encharter
Insurance, Amherst Innovative Living and
more. For more information and updates,
people may visit amherstdowntown.com and
follow us on social media @amherstdown-
town.

NAMI to hold family to
family education program

HOLYOKE - National Alliance
on Mental Illness NAMI Western
Massachusetts offers their Family-to-
Family Education Program in person, start-
ing Tuesday, March 11, beginning at 6 p.m.
in Holyoke.

NAMI Family-to-Family is a free,
nine-session educational program for fam-
ily, significant others and friends of peo-
ple with mental health conditions. It is
a designated evidenced-based program.
This means that research shows that the
program significantly improves the coping
and problem-solving abilities of the people
closest to a person with a mental health
condition.

NAMI Family-to-Family is taught
by NAMI-trained family members who

have been there and includes presenta-
tions, discussions, and interactive exer-
cises. NAMI, is the nation’s largest grass-
roots mental health organization dedicated
to building better lives for the millions
of Americans affected by mental health
conditions. NAMI-WM is an affiliate of
NAMI Massachusetts.
Massachusetts and its dedicated volunteers,
members, and leaders work tirelessly to
raise awareness and provide essential edu-
cation, advocacy, and support programs for
people in our community living with men-
tal health conditions and their loved ones.

information, people may call Bonnie at
413-426-7644 or visit namiwm.org/sup-
port.

NAMI Western

Pre-registration is required. For more

MassDOT alerts customers
of ongoing EZDriveMA scam

BOSTON - The Massachusetts
Department of Transportation reminds custom-
ers to be mindful of text message-based scams,
also known as smishing.

The scammers are claiming to represent
the tolling agency and requesting payment for
unpaid tolls. MassDOT urges customers to be
cautious about email, text and phone scams
demanding payment of outstanding toll bal-
ances. Some attempts have been made to trick
customers into sharing credit card numbers and
other sensitive information by directing them
to a website to pay their outstanding balances.
MassDOT strongly encourages customers not
to click the link contained in those messages.

MassDOT is underscoring that
EZDriveMA will never request payment by
text. All links associated with EZDriveMA will
include www.EZDriveMA.com

The EZDrive “smishing” scam is part of
a series of smishing scams which the FBI is
aware of. Smishing is when unscrupulous actors
send deceptive text messages to get someone to
reveal confidential or financial information.

The FBI recommends individuals that
receive the fraudulent messages to file a com-
plaint with the IC3 by visiting www.ic3.gov
and be sure to include: the phone number from
where the text originated and the website listed
within the text.

Delete any smishing texts received. If peo-
ple clicked any link or provided private infor-
mation, take efforts to secure their personal
information and financial accounts. MassDOT
encourages all customers to stay alert to these
types of scams and to contact EZDriveMA by
visiting www.EZDriveMA.com with any ques-
tions about notifications.

AAA offers tips to avoid potential vehicle winter damage

WESTWOOD - With temperatures
expected to dip into the single digits this
week, homeowners across the Northeast might
be worried about the potential for winter-relat-
ed damage to their properties and rightly so.

In 2022 alone, cold weather and winter
storms caused nearly $6 billion in insured
losses in the United States, according to the
Insurance Information Institute. The most
common types of insurance claims related to
severe winter weather include frozen pipes,
ice dams building up along roof edges, dam-
age from falling trees and limbs and even
house fires.

Fortunately, a few preventive measures
can reduce the risk of a winter catastrophe,
starting with a review of their existing home-
owners insurance policy to ensure any poten-
tial disaster is covered. Water damage from a
leaking pipe or an ice dam that sends water

through the roof may be covered by a typical
homeowners policy. But flooding caused by
other events, such as rapid snow melt, may
require a separate flood insurance policy.

“Winter storms are not typically thought
of as natural disasters, but they can cause sig-
nificant damage in the Northeast,” said Greg
Smolan, vice president of insurance opera-
tions for AAA Northeast. “Taking preventive
measures will help minimize the risk associat-
ed with winter weather.”

AAA Insurance recommends that all
homeowners take these steps to effectively
winterize their homes for safety and to avoid
costly repairs:

Clear gutters and downspouts of debris
to allow melting snow and ice to flow freely.
To help prevent ice dams from forming, keep
the attic well-ventilated and the attic floor
well-insulated. Heat tape may also help pre-

vent ice buildup and can facilitate melting.

To prevent pipes from freezing and burst-
ing, insulate exposed pipes, seal cracks in
outside walls near pipes, keep cabinet doors
on exterior walls open and keep a slow trickle
of water flowing through unprotected pipes
during cold spells.

Know the location of the main water
shutoff valve. If pipes freeze, the faster you
shut off the water, the better chance you have
of preventing them from bursting and causing
major damage.

Ensure the heating system is up to snuff
by having the furnace, boiler or chimney ser-
viced at least once a year. Be sure to have
ducts, vents and filters inspected.

Check smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors. Residential fires and carbon monox-
ide poisonings increase in the winter as peo-
ple rely on indoor fires and heating systems.

Detectors should be checked at least twice a
year.

Follow all safety guidelines when using
supplemental space heaters to prevent electri-
cal fires or fires caused by the placement of
heaters too close to flammable materials.

Trim trees and remove dead branches.
Ice, snow, wind and rain can cause weak trees
and tree limbs to fall and damage car or home
or fall on people walking on or near your
property. Clear your driveway and walkway
of snow as soon as possible to prevent slips
and falls.

AAA Northeast is a not-for-prof-
it auto club with offices in Rhode Island,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, New
Hampshire and New York, providing more
than 6.5 million local AAA members with
travel, insurance, finance and auto-related
services.

Cat in the Hat

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Museums announces Dr. Seuss special-
ty license plates are now available across
Massachusetts.

Featuring the iconic Cat in the Hat, the
plates honor Springfield native Theodor
Seuss Geisel, whose writings inspired gener-
ations of learners worldwide. The museums
are home to the world’s only museum dedi-
cated to the beloved children’s author, with
proceeds from the plates supporting their mis-
sion to promote literacy and learning.

“We’re thrilled with the response to the
Dr. Seuss plate and can’t wait to see them
across the state,” said Kay Simpson, President
and CEO of the Springfield Museums.
“These plates are a great way to attract visi-
tors to our museums, including the Amazing

license plates available in Massachusetts

World of Dr. Seuss Museum, which wel-
comes thousands of people each year.”

Dr. Seuss Plates can be purchased online
or at an RMV ser-
vice center. Any
Massachusetts resi-
dent with a passen-
ger car registered in
the state is eligible.
Specialty plates
cost $40, plus stan-
dard registration
fees, with a por-

Massachusetts drivers a specialty license
plate in 2019. Orders came in quickly at
first but then plateaued during the pandemic.
More recent efforts to resurrect the campaign
got things moving
again with the muse-
' ums exceeding the
minimum number of
applications required
for the Registry of
Motor Vehicles to
begin production
of a specialty plate

tion supporting
the museums. When
re-registered, the full $40 benefits literacy
programs and services the museums.

The museums began a campaign to offer

in March 2024. The
Registry reached out
to this initial round of
supporters in late January 2025 with details
on receiving their Cat in the Hat plates.

For questions, people may call the
Springfield Museums Development Office at
413-314-6458 or email seussplates @spring-
fieldmuseums.org.

The Amazing World of Dr. Seuss
Museum was created with the gracious
consent of Mrs. Audrey Geisel, widow of
Theodor S. Geisel, and Dr. Seuss Enterprises,
L.P.

The Springfield Museums uses art, his-
tory, science and Dr. Seuss to explore shared
connections and unique perspectives to pro-
mote engagement, literacy and learning.
The museums, located in the heart of down-
town Springfield, Massachusetts, is home to
five historic and architecturally significant
buildings on a beautiful green known as the
Quadrangle.

MassWildlife give advise on dealing with coyotes during the winter

Mass Wildlife reminds people late
January through early March is coyote mating
season. Coyotes are very active during the
winter while courting mates and defending
their territory. Coyotes are in every city and
town in mainland Massachusetts, meaning
the opportunity for human-coyote interaction
is high. The mere presence of a coyote is not
a cause for concern. MassWildlife officials
are reminding the public to take these three
simple steps to prevent conflict with coyotes
during the mating season:

Protect pets

Pets should always be directly supervised
on a leash when outdoors, especially during
the coyote mating season. Coyotes can’t dif-
ferentiate between their natural prey and small
pets, so they will view unprotected outdoor
cats and small dogs as a potential food source.

Coyotes can’t distinguish a dog from an
intruding coyote, causing the coyote to be
more aggressive toward medium and large
sized dogs as they will view them as potential
competition for mates and territory.

Do not supervise a pet from a distance on
porch or at the backdoor. Most coyote attacks
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involve dogs that are unsupervised or being
supervised from a distance in a backyard.

Remove human-associated food sources

As opportunistic omnivores, coyotes will
utilize naturally available food, like small
mammals and birds and human-associated
foods, like bird seed, garbage, compost, pet
food left outdoors and backyard chickens.

Coyotes that find human-associated
food sources will spend more time in yards
and neighborhoods It’s essential for neigh-
bors to work together to secure or remove all
human-associated food sources in a commu-
nity.

Coyotes that become dependent on
human-associated food sources can start to
exhibit bold behavior toward people. Never
intentionally feed coyotes.

Haze coyotes
While coyotes are naturally wary of peo-
ple, this fear can lessen over time when they
spend a lot of time around people or when
they are fed, intentionally or unintentionally,
by people.
When you see a coyote in your yard, you

should aggressively haze it. Hazing is a safe
technique used to deter an animal from an
area or to change its behavior. The intent of
hazing is to frighten, not injure, the animal.

You can haze a coyote by creating loud
noises by yelling or using a small air horn,
waving a jacket overhead to look bigger,
spraying a hose or throwing small objects in
the coyote’s direction, and physically chasing
and driving the coyote off. Haze the animal
until it has fully left the area.

Hazing will not be effective if it’s done
from inside a building, from behind a screen
door, or from a car. Hazing is most effective
when it’s done repeatedly, when a variety of
techniques are used and when many people
participate.

Negative encounters with coyotes are rare
and human-coyote attacks are exceptional-
ly rare. If people encounter a coyote that is
exhibiting concerning behavior like approach-
ing leashed pets, closely following people,
or not running off when effectively hazed
they should contact your local Animal Control
Officer or local MassWildlife office for assis-
tance. If there is an immediate threat to public
safety, they should call local law enforcement.
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE

MAXIMUM  EFFICIENCY. EX-
TRAORDINARY performance. Central
Boiler certified Classic Edge Titanium
HDX OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE.
Call today 413-296-4320.

FIREWOOD

FIREWOOD
Fresh cut & split $200.00
Seasoned cut & split $300.00
All hardwood.
Tree length available
*Also have seasoned softwood for out-
door boilers (Cheap). Quality & volumes
guaranteed!! New England Forest
Products (413)477-0083

MORE HEAT LESS WOOD. Cen-
tral Boiler Classic Edge HDX Outdoor
Wood Furnace. EPA Certified. Titanium
Stainless Steel. 26% Tax Credit. Call
(508)882-0178

TAG SALE

VALENTINE’S DAY
GARAGE SALE.
February 14-16,

8am-3pm.
16 Paradise Lake Road,
Monson.
No early birds please.
Moving, everything must go.

Find archives of this
local newspaper at

www.newspapers.turley.com

Call us at 413.283.8393

WANTED TO BUY ELECTRICIAN
ANTIQUES AND NEED AN
OLD STUFF WANTED. ELECTRICIAN?

BUYING Bottles, Crocks, Jugs,
Pottery, Costume Jewelry, Toys,
Games, coins, sterling, Glass-
ware, Silver-plated items, watches,
Musical instruments, typewriters,
sewing machines, tools, radios,
clocks, lanterns, lamps, kitchen-
ware, cookware, knives, military,
automotive, fire department, ma-
sonic, license plates, beer cans,
barware, books, oil cans, adver-
tising tins,hunting, fishing, signs,
and more.
Donald Roy (860) 874-8396

A Call We Haul
FAST REMOVAL

Junk, Appliance, Cleanouts.
We load it & take it.
413-531-1936

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas-
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping &
complete finishing. All ceiling textures.
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls.
(413)563-0487

Look no further!
PJ’s Electrical offers fast
and reliable electrical services
for your home or business.
Call now for a FREE estimate!
(413) 366-1703
LICENSED & INSURED

HEATING &
AIR COND.

KELLUM HEATING & COOLING
LLC. Licensed, insured HVAC Techni-
cian, 30 years experience, repairs, full
and 24 hour emergency service. 413-
275-4408.

HOME
IMPROVEMENT

HOME IMPROVEMENTS. REMOD-
ELING Kitchens, baths. Ceramic tile,
windows, painting, wallpapering, siding,
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured.
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 Ron.

RLH ENTERPRISES
Home improvements, restorations, ren-
ovations. Fully insuredd. HIC license.
(413) 668-6685.

LANDSCAPING

A+ ROZELL'S
LANDSCAPING &
BOBCAT SERVICE

Excavator Services
Overgrown property?
Extreme Brush Cutting!
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal
Lawn/Arborvite Installed
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand
Storm Clean-up
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal
Insured
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957

MASONRY

STOP WET
BASEMENTS

ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT
WATERPROOFING

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch-
way doors, basement windows, chim-
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations
repaired, basement waterproofing sys-
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569-
1611, (413)374-5377

PAINTING

DUTCH TOUCH PAINTING
Interior only $199.00 for average 12x16
room. Very neat, references, prompt ser-
vice call (508)867-2550

CHANTEL BLEAU
ACCOUNTING SERVICES

For Full Accounting & Tax Service
Registered Tax Return Preparer

228 West St., Ware, MA 01082

413-967-8364

The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer.
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov.

Call For An
Appointment

AUTHORIZED
PROVIDER

Personal & Small Business Federal & All States
EZ -5 FaEr |F o £~%

TAX PREPARATION SERVICE
A13-B4B8B-2279

-
BEB
==

IRS Certified Tax Preparers
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience.
’ 1622 B North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069
www.FastTax-MA.com
Free E-File & Direct Deposit

IRS
<'I>

AL%

Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership Tax Filing

588 Center Street
Ludlow, MA 01056
www.ajefinancial.com

(413)589-1671

Bookkeeping and Accounting Services
Trusted Experts Since 1995

Call your local Turley Publications
sales representative for information and
rates on advertising your tax service here!

413-283-8393

Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here

CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

PAINTING

KEN'’S PAINTING SERVICES. Inte-
rior painting/staining, wallpaper removal,
wall/ceiling resurfacing, cabinet painting.
Quality workmanship, fully insured. Free
estimates. Call 413-896-8264.

RETIRED GUY
Will paint an average size room for $200.
Quality work. References available. Dave
413-323-6858.

PLUMBING

GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs &
Replacement of fixtures, water heater
installations, steam/HW boiler replace-
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30
years experience. Fully insured. $10 Gift
Card With Work Performed. Call Greg
(413)592-1505

RUBBISH
REMOVAL

BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH
REMOVAL Attics, Cellars, Garages
cleaned, Pools/Hot Tubs Removed.
Family owned/operated since 1950
(413)537-5090

TREE WORK

AAA-TROM’'S TREE SERVICE
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE. Res-
idential removal of trees, Free
estimates, Fully insured W/Workman’s
Comp. Remove them before the wind
takes them down. Cordwood, stump
grinding. Call 413-283-6374.

DL & G TREE SERVICE- Everything
from tree pruning, tree removal, stump
grinding, storm damage and brush
chipping. Honest and Dependable. Fully
insured. Now offering a Senior Citizen
and Veteran discount. Call today for free
estimate (413)478-4212

STUMP GRINDING

DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grinding
stumps of all sizes, insured & certified.
Senior discounts. Call Dave 413-478-
4212

CASH FOR
JUNK

AND REPAIRABLE

CARS

FREE TOWING
FAST SERVICE
CASH PAID AS IS

CALL OR TEXT
413-219-6839

Amount of charge:

MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069  DEADLINES:
or call: 413-283-8393

A DR
1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8
9 10 1 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 Base Price
2 gy | 22 | B | 2 e
% Basgsige | 26 Betaa| 27 B isase| 28 B 000
29 Bt | 30 B roa| 31 Bsins| 32 5o a0
3 Bt | 34 P e | 39 B isise| 36 Y
37 B etags | 38 Petmea| 39 B essse| 40 B 00
Name: Phone:
Address:
Town: State: Zip:
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $
Credit Card: d MasterCard dVISA 1 Discover d Cash 1 Check#
Card #: Exp. Date Cwv

Date:

FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER

FRIDAY AT NOON

Quabbin ——

Village Hills

Circulation:

Hilltowns
Circulation: 9,800

All Three ZONES for $26.00
for 20 words plus 50¢ for
each additional word.

GREAT VALUE!

ALL 3 ZONES NOW FOR
THE PRICE OF ONE!

OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK!

Suburban

Residential
Circulation:
59,000

WILBRAHAM

COA COORDINATOR for Town of
Westhampton. Description available on-
line at www.westhamptonma.gov.
Applications accepted until position filled.

HAMPDEN POLICE DEPARTMENT
is now accepting applications for a
FULL-TIME police officer. Review
of applications begins immediately. Vis-
it www.hampdenpolice.com for
more information. EOE

PRESSMAN for local printer. Four-col-
or, 19x25 size press, L528. Experience
preferred. Call 413-478-6964 or 413-
519-3321.

STORAGE: FREE MONTH! Secure
gate access, well lit. Great prices. Call
Secure Storage at 413-800-6278 for
your free month.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

ALL REAL ESTATE advertised herein
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing
Act, which makes it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation, or discrimina-
tion because of race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national ori-
gin, or intention to make any such prefer-
ence, limitation, or discrimination.” We
will not knowingly accept any advertising
for real estate which is in violation of the
law. All persons are hereby informed that
all dwellings advertised are available on
an equal opportunity basis.

o

Al real estate advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968, which makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status (number of
children and or pregnancy), national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, or any
intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept
any advertising for real estate that is in
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertising in
this newspaper are available on an equal
opportunity basis. To complain about
discrimination call The Department of
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD”
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E.
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll
free number for the hearing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

CLASSIFIED AD
DEADLINE
IS NOW ON
FRIDAY AT
12 NOON.

Subscribe Today!
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just try it. There are no negatives to starting
and trying to get involved.”

“Take it day by day and don’t judge your-
self too much,” Cayo said. “It is not some-
thing that you get overnight, so definitely be
patient with yourself and others.”

They were also grateful for the effort
everyone put forward for the performance.

“I think everyone put in enough time and
commitment to the show, and were very help-
ful for each other to grow and get better,”
Cayo said.

The students also sent a thank you to
Brunelle for making this production possible.

“She provides the ability for the kids to

Lok of the Hes

wows audiences

express themselves and lets this become a
kid-focused production,” Callahan said. “She
does a good job.”

It is thanks to Brunelle that this play was
so student-centered, with the students heavily
involved in the costumes, the set design, the

Tam Vi

Piggy (played by Darius Baez)

Sl

faced bullying from Jack (played
by Cian Callahan).

The children who survived the plane crash quickly began to argue
over what rules they should have in place as they waited for rescue.

All of the children stood in shock after Simon (played by Fynn

Maldonado) was killed by some in their group.

Cian Callahan and Eila Ramoth take their bows.
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The cast of Lord of the Flies take a bow together.

a Wk

being rescued.

NN

Tensions rose amongst the children as they went longer without

ok

lighting design and the acting choices.
Brunelle also sends her gratitude out to
the MIFA Victory Theater for being the theater
company’s season sponsor, and to the Ramoth
family for their overwhelming support.
Overall, all of those involved in the pro-

All of the children desperately tried to wave down a ship they could see in the distance.
Turley photos by Quinn Suomala

duction are grateful to the community that
came out to show their support.

“I want to thank the community for com-
ing out and supporting their students in this
process,” Brunelle said.

Brunelle also encourages people to keep
coming out to show their support. If there
is anything the theater company can do to
encourage more people to come to their
shows, Brunelle encourages them to reach out.

“The kids put their hearts and souls into
the production and we would love, moving
forward, for the community to come out
more,” Brunelle said.

HHS will be putting on another perfor-
mance in the spring. The music department
will be presenting the musical Little Shop of
Horrors.

Piggy, played by Darius Baez,
made a desperate plea to try to
maintain order.

The children begin to turn on one another as the days they are left

on the island stretch out.

crashed on.

Jack (played by Cian Callahan) taunts Ralph (played by Eila The children are finally rescued as a naval officer arrives at the island they
Ramoth) while the other children watch.

Grace Bechard and Darius Baez
take their bows.




